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BOOK VI. 

The War of Bengal. 


T H E fcope of our narrative now calls us from the coaft of 1756. 
Coromandel to relate the calamities which at this time befel ‘ 
the Englifli fettlements in Bengal ; previous to which, it 
is requifite to inveftigate the rife and progrefs of the Englifti com- 
merce in the province, and to give Ibme portion of the hiftory of 


the Mahomedan government. 

Bengal is the eafternmoft of the provinces which compofe the 
empire of the great Mogul. It lies between the degrees 26. 30. and 
21. 30. of north latltuUc, anU viccnds from the 86th to the 97th 
degree of longitude, computing from the meridian of London. Its 
area is nearly 2 1 fquare degrees. 

The Ganges, from its irruption through the mountains of the 


frontier, flows for 300 miles to the fouth-eaft, when it receives the 
Jumna at Allahabad. From hence its courfe continues 300 miles 
almoft direaiy eaft, when having received feven large rivers, and 
more of infeiior note, it enters the province of Bengal, according to 
VoL. II. B the 
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the ancient definition, in the latitude of 25. lo, where its current 
on the right hand wafties the foot of a mountain called Tacnagully, 
from whence it firikes to the SE, until it reacheth the fea. A hundred 
rnile^ below Tacnagully it fends off an arm to the fouth, which is 
called the 1 1\ cr of CoJJiinhu^at ; and 50 miles lower, another, called 
the Jclingcer^ which, after flowing about 40 miles to the sw, 
unites with the other at a town called Nuddeah. The rivxr 
formed by the junftion of thefe two ftreams is fometimes called 
the hale but more commonly the river Hughley, which after 

flowing 1 20 miles of latitude in a couife which does not verge 
-more than one point to the weftward of the fouth, gains the 
fea in the latitude of 21. 30 at the ifland of Sagor. The main 
body of the Ganges, which for diftiiuflion is called the great 
Ganges, continues from the commencement of the river of Coffim- 
buzar, receiving a multitude of ftreams from the left, until it 
reacheth the latitude of 22. 45, where its waters are met by thofc 
of another river even larger than itfelf, called the Baramputr ah, 
which nfes on the eaftern fide of the vaft mountains that fend forth 
the Ganges to the weft. The conflux of thefe two mighty rivei s is 
tumultuous, and has formed feveral large iflaiids between their 
jundion and the open fea, which their waters, through feveral 
extenfivc channels, reach ‘about 35 miles lower down, in the latitude 
of 22. 10. Tacnagully is the termination of a vaft range of moun* 
tains, which accompanies the courfe of the Ganges from the weft : 
and about 50 miles weft of Tacriagully, where they begin to form 
the north boundary of Bengal on this fide the river, another range 
ftnkcb fioiu tbciii to ilic fouth, but in a cuivc fwelling to the weft- 
ward, which teiminates withli. of rbr- fea, at the Nelhgrec 

hills, 30 miles inland from the town of Ballafoie, in the latitude of 
21. 30. Several diftrids belonging to Bengal lie interfperfed within 
thefe mountains, but none beyond them ; for to the weftward they 
extend feveral degrees, and are in Ibmc parts impaflable, as far as 
the province of Berar in the Decan ; to the north they divide Bengal 
from the fouthern divifion of Behar, and to the fouth, feem the 
lutural feparation of Bengal from Orijca, which ncvcrthelcfs has 

acquired 
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dcquired a trad of country within them, extending 20 milts along 
the fea-coafts from Balaforc to the river of Pipley, which (hf- 
embogues oppofite to the Ifland of Sagor. On the cartel n fide of the 
Ganges, the territory of Bengal extends to the north as far as the 
latitude of 26. 30. where it is bounded by the foot of the fiirt; range 
of mountains approaching Thibet. By the acquifition of a countiy, 
called Purnea^ the tcrritoty on this fide the river extends 20 miles 
more to the wert: than Tacriagully on the other ; and a line neaily 
north and fouth, fiom the northern mountains to the Ganges, 
marks the boundary between Purnea and the province of Bchai. 
From this line the territory of Bengal extends 180 miles to the eaft- 
ward as far as Rangamatty, a town belonging to the king of Afl’ain, 
fituated in the latitude of 26. 10. on the river Baramputi ah. Tlu 
couife of this river from Rangamatty to the fca feems the natural 
boundaiy of Bengal to the cart: ; but confidciablc diftiids have been 
acquired on the other fide of it, which will be defci ibed as occafion 
requires; and at the upper part of the fea-coaft which bouiuh the 
bay of Bengal to the cart, the piovince of Chittigan has been wrerted 
from, the kingdom of Aracan. 

The fca-coart: between the mouths of the river Hughley and the 
Great Ganges, extends 180 miles, and the whole tract is a dreary 
unhofpitablc fliorc, which fands and whirlpools rendci inacceflible 
fiom the fea to fliips- of buiden> and for feveral miles inw'ard, the 
land is intcrfeiftcd by numerous channels, which derive fiom both 
iivcis, and difembogue by many mouths into the fea. The Iflandb 
formed by thefe channels arc covered with thickets, and occupied 
by deer and tygers. 

The triangle included by the Coffimbnzar and Hughley liccis to 
the weft, by the fiicat Ganges to the eaft, and by the fea-coaft to 
the Ibuth, as well as a laige traift on either hand and to the north of 
this Delta, is as level as the fandy defects of Africa, or Aiabia ; and, 
like fome of the countries on the banks of the river of Ama^ons, 
no where produces a fingle ftone. The foil is a ftratum of the richeft 
mould lying on a deep fand, which being interfperfed with (hells, 
indicates the land to have been overflowed. Such parts of this iin- 
B z menfe 
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1756. mcnfe j)lam as are not watered by the Ganges and its branches, are 
'' ' fertilized by many other ftreams from the mountains, and for the 

fpace of three months, from May to Auguft, when the Sun is moftly 
in the zenith, heavy rains fall every day. 

Hence the luxuriance of the foil fupplies the fubfiftance of the 
inhabitants with Icfs labour than any other country in the world. 
Rice, which makes the greateft part of their food, is produced in 
fuch plenty in the lower parts of the province, that it is often fold 
on the fpot at the rate of 2 pounds for a farthing : a number of 
other arable grains, and a ftill greater variety of fruits and culinary 
vegetables, as well as the {pices of their diet, are raifed, as wanted, 
with equal eafe : fugar, although requiring a more attentive culti- 
vation, thrives every where : although their kine are of a mean race, 
and give little milk, yet the defedt of exuberance is fupplied by the 
multitude of the animals : the cafts who eat fifli, find them fwarm- 
ing in all the ftreams and ponds of the country, and fiUt is produced 
in abundance in the iflands near the lea. Hence in {pite of defpotifm 
the province is extremely populous : and the vacation from agri- 
culture leaves a much greater number of the inhabitants, than can 
be (pared in others, at leifurc to apply themfelves to the loom ; (b 
that more cotton and filk are manu&dured in Bengal than in thrice 
the fame extent of country throughout the empire, and confequently 
at much cheaper rates. The greateft part of thele manufafturcs, 
and of the raw lilk, is exported j and Europe receives the largeft 
(hare ; the reft goes by land and fea to different parts of the empire, 
and other countries ; to which they likewife fend rice, fugar, beetle- 
nut, ginger, long-pepper, turmerick, and a variety of other drugs 
and produdtions of the {oil. Their real wants from abroad are only 
the metals ; but fince Europe has opened a trade to India, they liavc 
confumed large quantities of woollen manufadlures, and require 
arms, and a variety of mechanical implements better than they can 
make themfelves, fome from fency, but the greateft part for ufe. 
The abundance of advantages peculiar to this country have induced 
the eaftern world to call it the paradife of India ; and the weftern, 
without hyperbole, the rich, kingdom of Bengal. But thefe ad- 
3 vantages. 
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vantages, through a long courfe of generations, have concurred 1756. 
with the langfuor peculiar to the unelaftic atmofphere of the 
climate, to debafe all the effential qualities of the human race, 
and notwithftanding the general effeminacy of charafter which is 
vifible in all the Indians throughout the empire, the natives of 
Bengal are ftill of weaker frame and more enervated difpofition than 
thofe of any other province : bodily ftrength, courage, and forti- 
tude are unknown : even the labour of the common people is totally 
void of energy ; and they are of a ftupidity which neither wilhes 
nor feems to be capable of extending its operations into any variety 
of mechanical dexterity. All thole of the better caffs, who are not 
fixed to the loom, are bred to the details of traffic and money, in 
which their patience and perfeverance are as great as their deteftatioa 
of danger, and averfion to bodily fatigue ; and it is common to fee 
the accounts of a huckffer in his ffall, who does not exchange the 
value of two rupees in the day, as voluminous as the books of a con* 
fiderable merchant in Europe. 

The natives of Bengal derive their religion from a code called the 
Shaffer, which they alTert to be the genuine fcripture of Bramah, in 
preference to the Vidam, of yvhich the followers aflert the contrary, 
whilff neither underffand the language of the original text, which 
is called the Shanfcrit : the very difufe of this language is of the 
moff remote antiquity ; it is preferved only by the Bramins, and 
underftood but by very few even of them. The two codes of 
the Shaffer and Vidam divide almoft equally the whole body of the 
Indian religion throughout Lidoffan. The followers of the Shaffer 
are diftinguilhed by the name of Gentoos. 

The language as well as the written character of Bengal are pe- 
culiar to the natives, and not ufed in any other province, and both 
feem to be bafe derivations from the Shanfcrit. 

It appears from the hiftory of Feritlha that the fovereignty of the 
Mahomedans was effablilhed in Bengal about the year 1 200, during 
the reign of Scheabbedm, the Gaunde. At this time the capital 
was Lucknoutf^ an immenfo city, to which the natives attributed 
great antiquity : it was fituated on the right fide of the Ganges,, 

about 



6 



1399 * 


1447- 

1494- 

*530- 

1534- 

1539 - 

542. 1545* 
1552 . 

I5SS- 

* 556 * 

1624. 


The War OF Bengal. Book VI. 

about RO miles north of the illand of Cofl^bu£ar) and about the 
fame dlAance to the fouth of Maulda. From the reign of Scheab- 
bedin to the uivafion of Tamerlane in 1399, the country duruig two 
centuries is always fuppofed annexed to the empire of Delhi, al- 
though its governors fometimes afiefted royalty ; and the province, 
during this period, has more than once been conferred on princes of 
the royal blood, who Hood neareft the throne. The confiifions in 
the empire, which followed the invafion of Tamerlane, gave the 
rulers of Beng.d better opportunity to aflert and maintain inde- 
pendence. In 1447 they appear afliiming the ftile and dignity of 
kings, and in 1494, Sultan Alla ul dien, as monarch of Bengal, 
makes peace on equal terms with Sultan Secunder emperor of Delhi. 
Fiom this time the continual convuUions of the throne, until it was 
feized by the intrepid hand of Baber, left the Sultans of Bengal 
without the apprehenfioii of controul from the tranlitory fovereigns 
who {tiled themfelves emperors, and even Baber, until his detth, in 
1530, had too much to do in confirming his authority in other parts 
of Indoftan to look to Bengal : but in 1 534 the reigning Sultan 
was expelled by the famous adventurer Shere Cawn, who himfelf 
in 1539 quitted the province on the approach of the emperor 
Homaion Ion of Baber. This is the firft eftablilhment made by the 
houfe of Tamerlane in the province, but it was of Ihort duration ; 
for Shere Cawn defeated Homaion on his return to Agra, immedi- 
ately after which he recovered the dominion of Bengal, and armed 
by the means it afforded, drove Homaion out of IndoAan into Perfia, 
and alTumed the the throne of Delhi in 1542. He died in 1545 ; 
his fon and fucceflbr Selim in *552; and during their reigns no 
commotions appear in Bengal ; but during the three abrupt fuc- 
ceffions after Selim, until Homaion recovered Delhi in 1555, Bengal 
was continually difputed, and by feveral competitions. Homaion 
died m 1556, the year after he was reinthroned, and flrong re- 
bellions in the intermediate countries kept Bengal independant of 
Delhi until the year 1575, when the generals of Acbar reduced the 
province, and a part of Orixa, after which Bengal remained in fub- 
jedkion until 1634, when it was wrefted from the empire by Shaw 

Jehan 
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Jehan in rebellion agalnft his father the emperor Jehanguire ; but it 
was recovered the next year. Shaw Jehan fuccceded to the throne 
in 1627, and in 1638 lent his fon Sujah to command in Bengal. 
Sujah continued lord of the province until 1661, when he was 
driven to take refuge in Arracan by Emir Jumla the vizir of his 
brother Aurunzebe, who had confined their fether Shaw Jehan, and 
afcended his throne. From this time until a revolution which has 
happened in our days, Bengal continued in an uninterrupted fub- 
miflion to the authority of the great Mogul. 

The peculiar patience of the Gentoos in Bengal, their affedion to 
bufinefs,' and the cheapncfs of all produdions either of commerce or 
neceffity, had concurred to render the details of the revenue, the 
moft minute, voluminous, and complicated fyftem of accounts 
which exift in the univerfe, Infbmuch that the emperor Jehangire, 
although the Mahomedans had then been fovereigns of the country 
for three centuries, fays in his note book, that the application of 
ten years was neceflary to acquire a competent notion of them. 
The military pride of the Mahomedans, their indolence and fenfu- 
ality, their ignorance of the language, and the inferiority of their 
numbers, rendered them inadequate to a talk they detefted, ai^'ob- 
liged them, however unwilling, to leave the colledion of the re- 
venues, as they found it, with the Gentoos^ and the fame infufficicn- 
cies reduced them to continue the Rajahs or princes, amongft whom 
the country was divided, in the fuperintendance of the municipal 
regulations of their refpedive dlftrlds, fubjed to regulated tributes, 
and the arbitrary fines and extortions of vidorlous authority. The 
greateft part of Bengal reipains at this day under the intermediaie 
jurididion of thefe Rajahs, feveral of whom are defeended from 
ancefbrs, who ruled the fame diftrlds before tlic Mahommedan 
con qu eft. 

The Portugueze appear in Bengal before the prefent dynafty of 
Moguls ; for an armament was fent by the vidory of Goa in 1554 
to affift the reigning fultan againft the invader Shere Cawn. This 
nation, however, never eftablifhed regular governments or garnfons 
in the province, as in moft other parts of India. But difterent bands 
4 at 
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1 756. difi^ent times took up their refidence on the fea coafts of Balafbre 
' ' ' and Arracan, and in feveral habitable iflands, which lye in the 

mouths of the great and leiler Ganges, where, living without law, 
and with much fuperftition, feme hired themfelves as foldiers to the 
governors of the neighbouring diftrifts, whilft others equipt boats 
and armed velTels, and plundered in the rivers all who were not 
able to rellft them. The Dutch fettled in Bengal about the year 
*625- 162^ 

The trade of this country was opened to the Englifh by means of 
1636. a furgeon named Boughton, who in 1636 was fent from Surat to 
Agra to attend a daughter of the emperor Shaw lehan, whom he 
cured, and the emperar, betides other ^vours, granted him a patent 
to trade free of cuftoms throughout his dominions, with which 
Boughton proceeded to Bengal, intending to purchafe goods in this 
province, and to carry them by fea to Surat. His patent would 
probably have been little regarded, if the Nabob of the province 
had not wanted his affiftance to cure one of his favourite women, 
whom he likewife recovered : on which the Nabob prevailed on him 
to remain in his fervice, giving him an ample flipend, and con- 
firming the privilege of trade which he had obtained at Agra, with 
a promife to extend it to all others of the Englifh nation who fhould 
come to Bengal. Boughton wrote an acedunt of his influence to 
the Englifh governor at Surat, by whofe advice the Company in 
1640. *^ 4 -° England to Bengal, the agents of which 

being introduced to the Nabob by Boughton, were received with 
courtefy, and affifted in their mercantile tranfailions ; and the 
advantages gained by tins tiial gave encouragement to profecute the 
trade. 

The profits accruing to Europeans by their trade to Indoftan, 
arife much more from the commodities which they purchafe in that 
country, than from thole which they fend thither, and the moft 
valuable part of the cargoes returned to Europe confifts of tilk and 
vcotton manufadlures : the weaver of which, is an Indian, living and 
working with his wife and feveral children in a hut, which fcareely 
affords him fhelter from the fun and rain : his natural indolence 

however 
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h6Wts^h&dts^ in pi-ocuting by his daily labour, his dally bread; 
^nd the dread of extortion or violence from the officers of the diftrt^l 
to which he belongs, makes it prudence in him to appear, and to be 
pooff ; 'fo thSt the chapman who fets him to work, finds him deftitutc 
of every thing but his loom, and is therefore obliged to furnifh him 
with money, generally half the value of the cloth he is to make, 
in order to purchafe materials, and to fubfifi him until his work is 
finifhed ; the merchant who employs a great number of weavers, is 
marked by the higher officers of the government, as a man who can 
afibrd to ffirfeit a part of his wealth, and is therefore obliged to pay 
for protedlion, the cofi: of which, and more, he lays upon the 
manufa^res he has to fell, of which, by a combination wkh other 
merchants, he always- regulates the price, according to the neceffity 
of, the puithafer to buy. Now the nav^tion to Lidia is fb very 
exp<mfive, that nothing csm be more detrimental to this trade than- 
Icmg protra^dons of the voyage ; and lofs, infie^ of profit, would 
eafile, if Ihipe were fcnt on the expefilation of buying cargoes on 
thehr arrival ; for either they would not find thefe cargoes provided, 
and mull wait for them at a great expence ; or if ready, would be 
obliged to purchafe than too dearly. Hence has arifen the neceffity 
of eftablifhing faftories in the country, that the 'agents may have 
tiralf and opportunky to provide, before the arrival of the fhips, tlie 
cai^s intaided to be returned in them. 

'&ie Enghih company, ekher in the firft voyage or foon after, 
built a fa£l^y at Hughley, the principal port of the province, lying 
abotft one hundred imles from the fea on the river to which k gives 
its rjame, and which is the weftern arm of the Ganges ; but the 
officers of the government fuperintended the buildings, and objedlcd 
to every thing which refembled or might b^ converted into a ftation 
of defence ; the Mogul empire, at that time, difdaining to allow in 
any part of its dtHninions, the appearance of any other fovereignty 
than its own : for whatfoever forts the Portuguefe or other Europeans 
pttffefifed oft the fea coafts of Indoftan, the territory on which they 
ftood, and many of the forts themfelves, were ekher wrefted or pur- 
chafed from princes at that time not conquered by the Mogul, in 
VoL. II. C whofe 
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vrhofe ttmtoiy no European powfcr had hitherto been fu%ed t» 
ere^'a fingle baftion. ' . ' 

Not permitted to have fortifications, the Englifh were likewifis 
prohibited from entertaining* a military fijrce fufBcient to give um?* 
brage to the government, but were allowed to maintain an enfign 
and 30 men to do honour to the principal agents ; who thus con* 
fined to commercial views, applied themfelves wkh much induftry 
to promote their own, and the company’s interefts in trade. Englilh- 
men were fent from Hughley to thofe parts of the province in which 
the moft valuable commodities were produced ; but as the number 
of fe^lors employed by the company did hot fuffice to fupcrintend 
in difierent places, the provifion of fuch quantities of goods as 
were annnually demanded, the greateft part of the purchaies was 
managed at Hughley, where the principal agents eontrafted with 
merchants of t^ country, who, on receiving about one half of 
the value befijrehand, obliged themfelves under pecuniary penalties 
to deliver at fixed periods the goods for which they had coiitraded. 
The company being by thefe difpofitions invefted with a right in 
all the go^s for which they had contrafled^ even before thefe goods 
were manufadlured, gave the name of Inveftment to all their pur- 
chafes in India. 

Thefe were the only methods of carrying on the trade with rea* 
fonable expoflation of profit ; but they rendered the Englifli entirely 
dependant on the government of Bengal, who, either by jfeiziiig 
the goods which were provided, or by prohibiting them from being 
carried to the principal refidence, from whence they were to iS 
(hipped, might at any time lubjedl the company’s eftate to great 
dettiment and lofs t and of thefe rilques the company were fo ap- 
prehenfive, that they kept their faftories in Bengal dependant on 'the 
Prefidency of Mad^s ; wliere they had a fort and garrifen, to 
which, in cafes of hidden etnisrgency^ the agmts in Bengal were to 
apply tor advice and afiifrance. > ^ 

' Their trade, howeveri was carried on for feme time >vithoat 
interr^tion, and with much (uccefe ; but in a few years, whm 
the 0 ^ erected coftly buildings, had accumulated large quaUdties 
5 of 
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of Engli^ coflimodities, and had g^ven large credits in the province, i JSid# 
the government deeming them as it were fettered to the (hore, 
chang^ its conduct towards them. The patents granted to td 
Bonghton, as ivell as the other ftipulationS which had induced them 
to fettle in the province, were either, difavowed, or conflrued in 
eontradidtion to their meaning : the fame cuftoms were levied from 
them, as .from other merchants : the Nabob afie»fted to arbitrate 
between the company and fuch of the natives, who in order to 
evade the payment of their debts, thought proper to purchafe his 
prote< 9 :ion ; and even vagabond Englifemen oifending againft the 
company’s privileges, were encouraged to take refuge in his court, 
and to difavow the authority of their counttymen. In a word, 
every pretext which might bring the Englifli aflalrs under his 
cognizance was pradlifed in order to fubjedt them to fines and 
exadtions. If the fettlemeuts hefitated, or refuled to comply with 
the Nabob’s demands, their trade, throughout the province, was 
immediately flopped. 

]^or thefe evils there were but two remedies, war, or retreat : both 
worfe than the mifehief; for although the government annually 
repeated its exadlions, the advantages of the Bengal trade, whilfl 
new, were fuch as rendered it more piudent to acquiefcc ^ han by 
defiance to rifque the whole of tlie company’s flock and coricenis in 
thel province ; and for forty years the Englifh attempted no military 
reli|lance. 

j^t length, finding thefe impofitions extravagantly increafed, 
beepufe they had only been oppoled by embaflies and petitions ; and 
having the feme caufes of complaint againft the Mogul’s govern- 
ment at Surat; the company in the year 1685, determined to try 
what condefeenfions the effeft of arms might produce ; and with 
tfiye ^probation of King James the fecond, fitted out nvo fleets ; one 
of which was ordered to cruize at the bar of Surat, on all yeflels 
hedon^g to the Mogul’s fubjeds : the other was defigned not only 
tar commit hoftilities by fea at the mouths of the, Ganges, but 
carrried likewife 600 regular troops in order to attack the Nabob of 
Bengal by lan d. The agents at Hughley received previous notice 
C z of 
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of thefe intentions, and were inftru£led to call in all th^ir fa^kora 
and Concerns, that all the Engliih fubjedls and property might be 
in r^dinefs to repair on board tlie (hips, as foon as they Ihould ar> 
rive in the road of Ballatbre, frcma whence it was intended that they*^ 
^ould proceed and furprile the city of Chittagan, on the oppofite. 
flioje, where they were immediately to fortify themfelves. 

The condudl of this war was entrufted tp Job Chairock, the 
company's principal agent at Hughley, a man of courage, without 
military experience, but impatient to take revenge of a govern- 
ment from which he had perfonally received the moft ignominious 
treatment, having not long before been unprifpned and fcourged by 
the Nabob. One veHel of the fleet was loft, the largeft (hip, with 
another, were not able to make dieir paftage, and the reft did not 
arrive before the month of Odlober, 1 686 i by which time, a body 
of the Nabob’s troops, probably from fame ftifpicions of the in- 
tended hoftUities, had furround^ the faftory at Hughley. Ciianock, 
therefore, on the arrival of the (hips,, ordered the troops, about 460 
men, to come up the river to his aftiftance, gave battle, and drover 
the enemy out of the town. A truce enfued, during which, all the 
company’s effods were (hipped ; by which time, the governor of 
Hughlejl^aving received confiderable reinforcements, both (ides 
were equally willing and ready to renew hoftilities. The Moors, 
were again difeomfited : but neverthelefs, prepared to blockade the 
faflory again ; to avoid which, Chanock, on the 1 5th. of Decern^ 
her. Cook the held, and marching down the wefteru hank of the 
river, burned and deftroyed all the magazines of fair, and granaries, 
of rice, which he found ki his way between Hughley and the 
Ifland of Ingelee, which lies at the mouth of the river, near the 
Aveftern (hore. On this fpot, perhaps, the moft unhealthy in the 
province, he pitched his camp, in the- month of April, whilft the 
ihips anchored in the main ftream. The Moors fufiered them to. 
remedn here without moleftation for three months, during which,, 
jicknefs fwept away 300 Europeans, which was two thirds of the 
whole force. 
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In the mean time, the fleet fent to Surat had been much more 
fuccefsfiil, having taken from the Mogul’s fubjefts, cargoes, which 
were valued at a million of fterling money. Thefe lofles deterred 
the merchants at Surat from making preparations for future voyages; 
the manufafturers and mechanics, left without employment, com- 
plained loudly of famine ; and the emperor’s revenues were confi- 
derably diminlfhed : upon which Aurengzebe fent one of liis offi- 
cers from Delhi, with orders to hear the Englifh complaints, and 
to mitigate the oppreflions they had fuflered. Orders of the fame 
purport were likewife fent to the Nabob of Bengal, and arrived 
veiy fortunately for the Englifh troops at Ingelee ; when, reduced 
to only loo men capable of bearing arms, they were furrounded- 
by 10,000 foot, and 3000 horfe, Hoftilities ceafed, and by a treaty 
figned the i6th of Auguft, i68;r, it was ftipulated, that the Eng- 
lifh fhould not only be permitted to return to all their faftories 
in the province, but might likewife ereft docks and magazines at 
Ulabareaj a village fituated on the wcftem bank,|^about 50 miles ^ 
from the mouth of the river. 

However Chanock had not faith enough in the treaty to return' 
to Hughley without the fhips, and the Moors diflruiUd the Eng- 
lilh too much to fuffer them to appear there with fuch an ad- 
vantage. He therefore remained three months at Ulabarea, during 
which the place was found to be fb improper for the purpofes 
which had induced him to afk it, that he defired and obtained 
leave to remove to Soota-nutty, a town about 40 miles higher up„ 
and on the other fide of the river, where the factors and foldiery lived 
in huts, until they could provide proper habitations. Mean while 
the war at Surat broke out afrefh, on hearing which the Nabob of 
Bengal paid no regard to the treaty made at Ingelee ; but gave up 
the Englifh trade to the rapine of his officers, and at the fame 
time demanded a very large fum as a recompence for the damage 
which his country had fuftained by the late hoftilities.. Chanock 
being neither in a condition to oppofe him by arms, nor to appeafe 
him with money, fent two members of the council to Dacca, to, 
try if he might be foftened by fubmiffions. Soon after their depar- 
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tiire the power of the fettlement was tranflated from Mr, Chanock 
to Heath a commander of one of the company’s (hips, a man of 
courage, but of a variable dilpofition, not far remov^ from crazi- 
nefs ; who, foon after his arrival at Soota-nutty, ordered all the 
EngUfh to repair on board the (hips, and proceeded with them to 
the road of Ballafore, where the governor of the town offered to 
treat with him in behalf of the Nabob, and finding that this pro- 
pofal was not received with cordiality, detained two of the conapany’s 
agents refiding in the factory of Ballafore, as hoftages againd: any 
\ iolence : nonvithftanding which, arid that the two Englifh de- 
puties were (till at Dacca, as well as two other faftors in other parts 
of the pro\ ince, Heath landed with a crew of failors and attacked 
the town, which had no defences. This outrage was committed 
on the very day that the governor received a copy of the treaty 
which the Nabob had made with the two deputies at Dacca ; by 
which it was (Bpulatcd, that the Englifh (hips (hould attack the 
king of Arracan. Heath pretended to acquiefee to thefe terms, 
hoping that his profeHions might facilitate his intentions of fur- 
prizing Cliittigan, where the fleet arrived on the 17th of January, 
1689 ; but finding the works, as well as the garrifon, much ftronger 
than he expefted. Heath, as if he had come with no other purpofe, 
offered, as he had promifed, to join the Nabob againll the king of 
Arracan ; but (bon after changing his mind again, he failed to the 
river which leads to the capital of that country, where he profered 
his fervice to the king againft the Nabob, infifting, however, that 
their firft attempt (hould be againft Chittagan. But, not being of 
a temper to bear the delays of an Indian adminiftration, he as (iid- 
denly took difguft againft this ally; and on the 13th of February, 
failed away with the fleet and the Company’s agents acrofs the bay 
of Bengal to Madrafs, where they arrived on the 1 5tli of March. 
Here he apologized for his conduft by faying, that nothing but 
lies had been told on all (ides. 

Neverthelefs, this conduit, crazy and irregular as it was, pro* 
duced better effects than could have been expeited from meafures 
diitated by the moft prudent councils : for the Nabob imagined 

that 
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that tho contempt and difrfcfpea with which Heath had treated him, 
proceeded from a refolution which the Englifli had taken, to 
abandon the trade of Bengal ; and fearing to be called to a fevere 
accout by the emperor Aureugwbe, for ^cing them to quit the 
province, -he immediately lent letters to Madr^fs requeuing them 
to return, and promifing all the immunities, the denial of which 
had been the caufe of the late contentions. Such a condefcenfion 
was thought a fufficient warrant of the lineerity of his intentions, 
Mr. Chatiock, therefore, with his fadors and thirty Ibldieis, failed 
from Madrafs, and arrived in the month of July at Soota-nutty ; 
where, in confequence of the Nabob’s orders,, the government of 
Hughley received them with civility. 

Ti'hc next year they received a phirmaund or patent from Aurcng- 
zebe, allowing them to trade free of cuftoms, on condition of 
paying annually the fum of 3000 rupees. The great advantages 
intended by this favour, depended however more on the temper of 
the Nabob, than on the will of the emperor ; for the Engliih had 
more than once before received fuch mandates, and found them of 
litric life; and the remembrance of former evils continued to 
raife folicitude, even when no immediate caufes of apprehenlion 
jfobfilfod. 

The right of jurifdi»flion over the Indian inhabitants, whom the 
relidedce and commerce of the Engliih continually attracted to 
Soota-nutty, became every day more ncceffary to prevent perpetual 
litigatbns with thofc, who although employed by the Engliih, 
might at any time defy them in the courts of government, in 
which the merchants of the fcttlement would be more cautious of 
leeking protedlion, if tlie company had power to flop their families 
and attach their effeils : but this right of jurifdidlion could not be 
purchafed, even at Delhi, without the conlent of the Nabob ; it 
was equally neceffary that the company lliouid have a fort to prtw 
ted their valuable efteds againft fudden violence ; but even prefers 
of money, repeated for five years fucceffively, could not prevail 
on the Nabob to allow thefe privileges ; and they were despaired of, 

when 
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Ttrheii feme unex^^ted events enabled the company to obtain 
them. 

In the Rajahs on the weRern ilde of the river Hughley» 
took up arms : they were headed by him. of Burdawan, whofe 
territoiy extends along the weRern Rde of 'the river,' from Nuddeah 
to the iiland of Ingelee, and Who iikewife poR^^ a confiderable 
diRri<R on the other Rwre, contiguous to Calcutta ; lb that the 
Englilh, French, and Dutch companies, had each their principal 
lettlcmeut within his jurifdiftion. The greateR part of the Nabob’s 
army being near tlw court at Dacca, the rebels made great pro- 
grefs before a force fufficient to oppofe them could aflemble : and 
in the mean time they took Hughley, plundered Muxadavad, in 
the ifland of Coffimbuzar, and from thence proceeded to Rajah- 
mahal. On the breaking out of this war, the three European fet- 
tlements augmented their (bldiery, aird declared for the Nabob ; of 
whom they at the fame time requeRed permiflion to put their fac- 
tories in a Rate of defence againR an enemy, whofe refentment they 
muR incur by their attachment to his government. The Nabob 
ordered them in general terms to defend themlelves; and they 
taking for granted, what was not pofitively forbidden, with great 
diligence raifed walls with baRions round their faftories ; the Dutch 
about a mile to the Ibuth of Hughley ; the French two miles 
lower down the river, at Chandemagore ; and the Englilh at Cal- 
cutta, a fmall town contiguous to Soota-nutty, where they had 
built their principal magazines. Such was the origin of the three 
European forts in the province of Bengal, and they were the firR 
which the Mogul government fuffered foreigners to build in any 
part of the empire. An Englilh floop prevented the Rajah from 
taking the fort of Tannah ; and the garrifon of Calcutta, confiR- 
ing of fifty men, beat a body of his troops within fight of the 
town. The Dutch affiRed the Nabob’s troops to retake Hughley. 
The French did little, but appeared in arms, and fortified them- 
felves better than either of the other two. 

The news of this rebellion alarmed Aurengzebe himfelf fo much, 
ihat he fent one of his grandfons, Azim-al-Shan, with an army, 

to 
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to fuperiiitend tlie three governments of Bengal, Behai*, and Oiixa. 
This prince was fon of Mahomed Mauzm, who reigned after 
his father Aurengzebe, with the title of Behader Shah ; and 
Azim-al-Shau himfelf feems likewife, even at this diftant period, 
to have had an eye to the throne : for he came into Bengal with a 
refolution to amafs money by every means. This avaricious dil- 
pofition the Englilh plied with prefents, which in 1698 obtained 
his permiffion to purchafe from the Zemindar, or Indian proprietor, 
the towns of Soota-nutty, Calcutta, and Govindpore, with their 
diftiitfls, extending about three miles along the eaftern bank of 
the river Hughley, and about one mile inland : the prince, how- 
ever, relerved the annual fine of 1195 rupees, which this ground 
ufed to pay to the Nabob of the province. But at this time, 
when the Englifh fcttlements feemed on the point of emerging, 
from continued difficulties to a date of profpciity, the ereftion of 
a new Eaft India Company, in oppolition to the old, renewed all 
the former evils. The new company eftabliflied their fadory at 
Hughley, and the competition between the refpedlive agents was 
carried on with the fame animofity as exafpeiated their principals 
in England, which expofed the concerns of both to the impo- 
fitionsof the Nabob, and of the merchants of Bengal, who took 
every advantage of this rivality. However, the fpirit of com- 
merce, which knows no refentments that are prejudicial to its 
intereft, fooii reconciled the contending parties in England, and 
produced a coalition, of which the prelipainaries were adjufted in 
1698 ; but the final union did not take place till feven years 
after : this time being neceffary to blend the different concerns of 
both companies into one common flock. 

In the mean time, the fettlement of Calcutta had attraiSled fuch 
a number of inhabitants, as excited the jealoufy of the governor of 
Hughley, who, pretending that he (hould be punifhed for fuffering 
fo many of the Mogul’s fubjedls to withdraw themfelves from 
his jurifdidlion, threatene^to fend a Cedi, or Mahomedanjjudge, 
and officers of the poliiifc, to adminifter juftice amongft rae na- 
tives living under the Englifh flag. The meafufe would have 

VoL. II. E> renewed 
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renewed the fame inconveniences, which had forced the EngUfh to 
quit Hughley : it was therefore counterafted by a bribe ^ven to 
Azam-al-Shan, who forbad the governor of Hughley from pro- 
ceeding in his intentions. By this conftant attention to money, 
Azani-al-Shan in three years amafled three millions of pounds fter- 
ling, which he canied with him out of the province : but he left 
behind him his fon Furrukfliir to get more ; who, in 1713, gamed 
the throne, after his father had periflied in difputing it with his 
bi others. s 

The union of the two companies, by augmenting the ftock, in- 
creafed the trade, and enlarged the views of the direftion : who 
at the fame time, warned by the late examination of the compa- 
ny’s affairs in parliament, exerted themfelves with zeal and intel- 
ligence, in order to confound the clamours of thofe who exclaimed 
againftrthe inftitution of an Eaft India company, as a monopoly 
detrimental to the mercantile interefts of the nation. The com- 
merce of Bengal more efpecially became the objeft of their at- 
tention : the fubordinate fodlories of Coflimbuzar, Dacra, and Bal- 
lafore, which had been abandoned, were now refettled : the exports 
and imports were doubled in value and in quantity : and the gar- 
rifoii of Calcutta was augmented to 300 men : all which the go- 
vernment of Bengal, contrary to its ufual maxims, beheld without 
repugnance,' and even without demanding money as the price of 
its forbearance and favour. This was the longeft term of repofo 
from vexations, which the Englifli had experienced fmee their firft 
eftablilhment in the province; and the encrcaling importance of 
the colony induced the company in 1707 to withdraw the fettle- 
ments in it, from their farmer dependence on Madrafs, and to 
declare Calcutta a prefidency accountable only to the direflion in 
England. 

But the nabob JafEer Khan, who at this time was appointed to 
rule Bengal, did not fuller the Engliih to remain any longer in 
this |||te of cafe and independence : and the relpite which they 
had .lately enjoyed ferved only to convince him, that, as being better 

able. 
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able, they ought the more readily to comply with his demands. 1 756. 
Having removed the feat of government from Dacca to Muxadavad, ' — 
in the center of the province, he was better enabled to take cog- 
nizJance of their affairs ; and to difeover pretexts and means of dif- 
treffing them, without openly violating the privileges which they 
■hiid obtained from Aurengzebe and Azim-al-Shan. Eveiy year of 
his adminiftration was marked by extraordinary and increaling ex- 
tortions, not only from the Europeans, but from all ranks of 
people in the province : at the fame time he was as much dreaded 
for his abilities as detefted for his iniquities : and the prefidency of 
Calcutta, not feeing any better refource, propofed in the year 1713, 1713. 

to the company in England, that an embafly of complaint, fup- 
ported by a valuable prefont, fhould be lent to the great Mogul at 
Delhi. To this meafure the company readily acquiefeed, direding 
the prefidencies of Bombay and Madrafs to join their grievances in 
the fame petition with thofe of Bengal. The nomination of the 
embalTadors was left to Mr. Hedges the governor of Calcutta, who 
chofe John Surman and Edward Stephenfon, two of the ableft 
fadjtors in the forvice there : joining to them an Armenian, named 
Serhaud, who had for many years been the principal merchant in 
the fettlement. 

It does not appear, that the prefidency had any other lights to 
diredt their proceedings and expedlations at Delhi, excepting fuch as 
they received from this Armenian, who had never been there ; but 
who was very folicitous to be admitted into this honourable com- 
miflion, in hopes of getting a great deal of money by the goods lie 
Ihould carry free of charges in the train of the embafly. The 
prefents defigned for the Mogul and his officers confifted of cuiious 
glafs ware, clockwork, toys, brocades, and the fineft manufadlures 
of woolen cloths and filks, valued altogether at 30,000 pounds ; 
which Serhaud, in his letters to Delhi, magnified to 1 00,000, and 
gave fuch a defeription of the rarities which were coming, that the 
mogul Furrukfhir ordered the embafly to be efcorted by the go- 
vernors of the provinces through whofe territories it might pafs. ^ 

The train proceeded on the Ganges from Calcutta to Patna, the 
D 2 capital 
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1756. capital of Behar, and from hence by land to Delhi, where they ar- 
— ' rived on the 8th of July i7i5» after a march of three months.. The^ 
famous Hoflan Ally, who afterwards depofed four, and created five 
emperors of Indoftan, was at this- time vizir, dreaded by his fo- 
vereign, and mortally hated by Cawndorah, who was in full pof- 
feflioii of the emperor’s favour.. The Englifh, by their previ^ils 
correfpondence to Delhi, had chofen Cawndorah for the patmn 
of their petitions, to which the rivality between thefe lords was 
likely to prove no little detiiment; for the one only could per- 
fuade the emperor to grant, what the other alone had the power 
of carrying into execution. Jaffier, the nabob cfWBengal, had fiom' 
the beginning regarded the embafly with deteftation, as the ftrongeft 
imputation againft the integrity of his own conduft, and would 
probably have counterafted if, both by reprefentations and money,, 
if he had not wanted all his influence at Delhi, to promote the fuc- 
cefs of greater views ; for he had for fome years been folliciting the 
annexion of the provinces of Bfehar and Orixa to the government 
of Bengal, and the fucceffion to this vaft viceroyalty, in his family. 
Neverthelefs his emiflaries privately fpread their fpecious objeftions 
amongft his friends ; which, with the defire of Hoffan Ally to 
thwart Cawndorah, would probably have fbon produced the dif- 
miflion of the embafl’adors with civil and infignificant anfwers, if 
an accident, which on a lefs important occafion would have been 
too mean to merit hiftorical notice, had not placed them at once in 
a high degree of favour with the emperor himlelf ; whom not all 
the vigilance of a mogul’s feraglio had been able to preferve from 
the contagion of a diftemper, which its inftitutions feem fo well 
calculated to prevent. 

The mogul, defpairing of the Iklll of his own empiricks, was 
advifed by Cawndorah to employ the furgcon of the Englifh em- 
bafly, named Hamilton, by whom he was in a few weeks perfe<ftly 
cured ; and, in gratitude for this fervice, promifed to grant the 
embafladors any indulgences, which might be confiftent with the 
F dignity of his government. Soon after his recovery fucceeded the 
feftival of his marriage with the daughter of Jaffeiiig, the principal 
1 rajah 
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rajah of the Rajpoot nation ; which interrupted all other bufinefs, 1756. 
and obliged the embafladors to WMt lix months before they could ' — 
gain permifilon to prelent their petition. 

It was delivered in the month of January of the next year 1716, 1716. 

and contained a variety of requefts. “ That the cargoes of Englllh 
“ Ihips which might be wrecked on the Mogul’s coaft Ihould not 
“ in future be plundered : that a llipulated fum, paid annually to 
“ the government of Surat, Ihould exempt the Englifli trade at 
** that port from the Mogul’s duties, and from the vifitations of his 
** officers, who had continually extorted more than they were au- 
“ thorized to demand : that the rupees coined in the mints of 
“ Bombay and Madrafs Ihould pafs in the receipt of the Mogurs 
“ revenue ; that three villages, contiguous to Madrafs, which had 
formerly been granted, and were afterwards taken back by the 
“ government of Arcot, mi^ht be reftored to the company in per- 
“ petuity, fubje£t to the payment of the former fine: that the 
“ ifland of Diu near the port of Mafulipatnam might be given to 
the company, paying for it an annual rent of 7000 pagodas.” 

In behalf of the prelidency of Calcutta, the petition reprefented all 
the impofitions -of the iSfabob of Bengal, and propofed, “ that they 
“ Ihould be obviated by pofitive orders, that all perlbns, vshethcr 
** Europeans or natives, who might be indebted or accountable to 
the company, Ihould be delivered up to the prefidency at Calcutta 
“ on the firft demand : that the officers of the mint at Muxaclavad 
“ fliould at all times, when required, allow three days in the weel: 

“ for the coinage of the company’s money : and that a paflport, or 
“ {itijiuck, figned by the prelident of Calcutta, Ihould exempt the 
“ goods it fpecified from being vifited or flopped by the officers of 
“ the Bengal government on any pretence whatfbevei and in * 

Older to maintain thefe excellent privileges, if granted, even in 
defiance of the Nabob himfelf, it was requefted, “ that the Englifh 
“ might purchafe the lordfhlp of thirty feven towns, with the fame 
“ immunities as Azim-al-Shan had permitted them to buy Calcutta, 

“ Soota-nutty, and Govindpore.” 


Cawudorah,.. 
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Cawndorah, although he meant the' emblTay well, adviled them 
•to aft as if they had no other reliance than on the Vizir ; and the 
emperor, with the lame caution, profeffed indeed a general appro- 
-bation of the petition, but direfted the feveral articles to be dif- 
x:ufled by the different office! s of the ftate, to the cognizance of 
■which they were deemed to belong. This fubjefted the whole 
petition to the judgment of the Vizir ; who, not without candour, 
■thfputcd all the material articles, and readily allowed thofe of lefs 
conlcquence : a lecond petition was therefore prelented to the em- 
pcroi, in confequence of which fome more points were given up 
by the Vizir ; and then a third ; which, being received -with the 
lame favour as the other two, induced him to give up the reft of 
his objeftions. But, to the great difappointment of the embaffa- 
dors, the mandates were iffued, not under the Mogul’s, but under, 
the Hal of the Vizir ; which, although carrying great authority 
in the provinces near the capital, was likely to be little refpefted 
by the diftant vice-roys, to whom thefe mandates were addreffed. 
To increafe their difficulties, the Armenian Serhaud, having been 
checked by his colleagues in Ibme irregular proceedings, perplexed 
all their operations; and, as they thought, betrayed their coun- 
cils. Neverthelefs, Meffrs. Stephenfon and Surman with great 
fteadinefs and fpirit returned the mandates, and determined to 
wait until they ftiould obtain patents under the feal of the 
Mogul. 

Thefe procraftinations had already led the embafty to the month 
of April of 1716, when the emperor took the field, and marched 
towards I/ahore againft the Sykes, a nation of Indians lately reared 
to power, and bearing mortal enmity to the Mahomedans. The 
embafladors followed the camp. The campaign was tedious, 
though fuccefsful, and, amongft other events, produced a quarrel 
between the troops of the Vizir and Cawndorah, which rendered 
their diffention utterly irreconcileable. Their jealoufies,* after the 
return of the army to Delhi, continued to protraft the admiffion of 
the claim made by the embafladors; who, having wafted four- 
teen months without the leaft progrefs, began to defpair of fuccefs, 
2 when 
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when they were advifed to bribe a fevourite eunuch in the feragUo, 
who ptomiled on this condition to procure the patents in the form 
they deiired^ and without delay. So much money had already 
been ipent, that the embaffadors thought it would be trivial not to- 
rllk this fum as the laft experiment, although they much doubted 
the effed. But, to their furprize, as foon as the money was paid, 
the Vizir and all his dependents appeared as much inclined, as they 
had hitherto been averle, to promote their requefts. ; and loon af- 
ter thirty-four patents, including the different fubjefts of the pe- 
tition, were iffued in the Mogul’s name, and figned with his feal. 
They were delivered to the embafladors before they had difeovered 
the real cauie of their unexpe^led fuccefs ; which, however, was 
explained to them before they left Delhi, by one of Cawndorah’s 
officers. In the year 1686, a little while before the fleet lent from 
England began to take the fhips belonging to the Moors, the Engllfli 
agents at Surat retired to Bombay : they returned after the peace ; 
but a little before the prefent patents were iffued, the prefidency of 
Bombay had again withdrawn the faftory of Surat, as a relidence 
not worth maintaining, unlefs the trade could be freed from 
tlie impofltions to which it had of late years been fubjedh 
The government of Surat, reafoning from former experience^ 
took the alarm, and firmly believed that a fleet was on its way 
from England to commit hoftiiities, as in the year 16S7, which 
would have been attended with the fame fuccefs ; for many fhips 
of value belonging to the Mogul’s fubjeds were at fea. The eu- 
nuch, to whom the embafladors had given the bribe, was the inti- 
mate correfpondent and friend of the Nabob of Guzurat, who had 
defired him to reprefent to the Vizir, that it was better to fatisfy the 
Englifh by granting their petitions, than by a refufal to expofe the 
trade of Surat to their reprifals. To this advice the Vizir imme- 
diately acquiefeed, and from that hour changed his condud towardfs 
the embaffadors : tjie eunuch being early in the fecret, and fore^ 
feeing the change that would fhortly eufue, determined to reap 
fome advantage from his intelligence, and impofed himfelf on the 
embaffadors as the author of the benefits which it was not in his 

power 




Tiip War of Bengaj.. 

power to prevent. The embaffadors having thus acqomplilhed theif 
cominifllon, took leave of the Emperor in the month of July 1717, 
two years after their arrival at Delhi. The patents addrefled^ to 
the Soubah of the Decan, and the Nabob .of Guzalrat, took efFeft 
as loon as they were publilhed, becaufe they aflrbtded no political 
pretext of oppofitlon, as adding nothing to the military ftrength of 
the company’s fettlements in either of tliefe fubahlhips, althoi^h ' 
to their commercial advantages. But the .thirty.deven toSBftSjf 
which they were permitted to purchafe in Bengal would give them 
a diftrlct extending ten miles Ibuth of Calcutta along the banks 
on each fide the river Hughley, of whicl; the paflage 4 n this extent 
might be eafily commanded by the ereftidn of batteries or redoubts^ 
at the fame time that the. revenue of the tra£1: would defray the ex- 
pcncc : and it was fuppofed that a great number of Weavers might 
be eftablifhed in it, who would be immediately fubjedl to the com- 
pany’s jurifdi£tion. The Ihrewdnefs of the Nabob Jaffier, exaf- 
perated by his grudge to the embafly in general, faw the conle- 
quences of this grant with indignation ; but, not daring openly 
to difpute the Mogul’s order, he deterred the holders of the land 
with fecret threats of vengeance from parting with their ground 
on any terms of.compenfation which might be proffered to them-, 
and the Englifh government confiding too much In the fiuiftion 
-of the Mogul’s authority, negleded the more efficacious means of 
bribing the Nabob to their own views ; and thus the moft impor- 
tant conceflion which had been obtained by the embafly, was en- 
tirely fruftrated. .However, Jaffier admitted the privilege of the 
duflucks, which, being recognized throughout the province, greatly 
facilitated the circulation of the company’s trade ; which now no 
longer paid cuftoms, nor was liable to be flopped by ^ officers 
of the government ; and this immunity was flill moi€ beneficial, 
becaufe the other European colonies were not intitled to it : nor 
indeed, any of the natives excepting two or three principal mer- 
chants, who puEchafed it at a high rate of the Nabob. 


The 
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The, x:oippaiiy, confining themfelves intirely to the trade between 
India aa^‘, Europe, had, not unwifely, reltnquifticd to their agents 
that which la carried on from one part of India to another : but 
the impofitions of the government had hitherto prevented their 
agents fmm reaping any confiderable advantages from this indul- 
gence : and to prbmote their profits, the company^ foon after the 
embaUy, allowed all thofe who ferved them under covenants to 
make ule of their duftucks for fuch commodities as belonged to 
themfelves ; but forbid, under fevere penalties, the proftitution or 
extenfion of this privilege to any others. A queftion now arofe, 
whether the company’s agents were intitled to trade from one part 
of the province to another in fuch commodities as were the pro- 
duce of Bengal. The Mogul’s patent implied no reftriftions. 
But they could not be ignorant of the intentions of Delhi concern- 
ing this privilege ; for when the embafladors propofed to Cawn- 
dorah that it fhould extend to all kinds of commodities, he replied 
with emotion “ The Sea !” And the Nabob Jaffier openly treated 
the pretenfion with the fame indignation as he had lecretly felt 
ag-auift the ceded lands, declaring that he would not fuffer the duf- 
tucks to proteft any goods, excepting fuch as were imported, or 
were purchafed to be exported, by fea ; alledging, that as the fait, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, together with fome other articles of general 
confumption, were either formed out in monopolies, or taxed at 
cxceffive rates, the detriment to the revenues would be as great 
as the advantages to the company’s agents, if they were permitted 
to trade in thefe articles, free of the cuftoms and rents which were 
paid by the natives who dealt in them. 

Convinced as much by the reafoning, as deterred by the power, 
of the Nabob, the agents receded from their pretenfion, and ap- 
plied themfelves to make the moft advantage of thofe privileges 
which were not contefted. Succefs produced new adventures; 
and the fuperior Ikill of our countrymen ip navigation, induced the 
merchants of the province, Moors, Armenians and Indians, to 
freight moft of the goods which they exported to foreign markets, 
on the (hipping belon^ng to the colony, which, in ten years after 
VoL. II. E the 
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1756. theembaffy; amounted to 10,000 tons: and many private fortunes 
' were acquired, without injurmg the company’s trade, or fubje«Sling 

their dilate to difputes with the government. The prefidency, ne- 
verthelers, found it their intereft from time to time to footh the 
Nabob with prefcnts, in order to promote the increafo of t^ie com* 
pany’s inveftment, and to facilitate the courfe of their bufinefs at the 
lubordinate fa<Slories : but the people of all denominations refiding 
in Calcutta, enjoyed, after the return of the embafly, a degree of 
independance and freedom unknown to all the other inhabitants of 
Bengal : who, on the contrary, were opprefled every year with in- 
creafing vexations by the rapacity of the Nabob. 

*718. In 1718, the year after the embafly, Jaffier received from Delhi 
the patents he had long folicited, annexing the provinces of Behar 
and Or IX A to his government of Bengal, and the reverlion of the 
whole to his heir. 

The Ganges, in a courfe which tends with little deviation from 
the weft to the eaft point of the compafs, flows through the whole 
province of Behar, and divides it into two regions. The fouthern 
extends about 220 miles, from the river Caramnajfa to Tacriagully^ 
and is fkirted to the South by the chain of mountains which on this 
fide accompanies the courfe of the Ganges ; and feveral diftrifls be- 
longing to the province are included within the mountains them- 
felves, but none recede more than 60 miles from the river. The 
river Dewah, which is likewife called the Gogra^ joins the Ganges 
on its northern fhore 180 miles to the weft of Tacriagully. That 
river for a long way before the junftion tends from the w. n. w. 
and 40 miles of the lower part of its channel forms part of the 
weftern boundary of the northern divifion of Behar, which extends 
to the eaft 1 80 miles, to the line we have noted as the limit of Pur- 
luah, and recedes from the Ganges and Dewah 90 miles to the 
north ; where forefts at the foot of the range of mountains, which 
bound the country of Napaly continue with the mountains to the 
eaftward far beyond Rangamati, and form the northern boundaries 
of Behar, Bengal, and Aflam. The area of Behar comprizeth 9 
fquare degrees. The capital, Patna, ftands on the fouthern bank 
I of 
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of the OaftgeS:, 13a miles to the weft of Tacilagully. Thcicaio 
mmy n)anufe«ftures in this province, although nothing ncai fo 
many as in Bengal^ to which it .is ^k^wift anuch inferior iu tlrti- 
but it produces a great quantity of faitjpetrc, and of the bcft 
opium in India. 

OaixA is theldnoft northern country on the eaft fide of the pio- 
montory of Indoftan. The river Piplcy coming from the n. \v. 
difembogues, as we have fald, in the latitude of 2?. 25, oppofite to tlie 
iftand of Tagore. The channel of this river for 4c miles from, its 
mouth, and an imaginary line 20 miles farther to the weft, to the 
foot of the Nelligreen hills, before they curve to the eaft behind 
Balafore* divide Orixa from Bengal. Southward it extends along 
the fea coaft to the latitude of 20, 10, within 6 miles of Gangam, 
which terminates the province of Chicacole in the Decan. To the 
weftward Orixa is feparated from the province of BbhAA by a vaft 
traft of mountains, hitherto unexplored. The interior of the pro- 
vince is the ftrongeft and beft foil in the empire ; Hut from tlie watit 
of good fea-ports, there are few manufa^urcs, and very little circu- 
latic^ of gold and ftlver, in the country, . Catteck, the capital, is fi- 
tuated in the latitude of 21, 23, and 50 miles from the fea. 

Jiiftier had no fons, but before his arrival in Bengal had given his 
only daughter in marriage to Sujali Khan, a lord of diftinflion, 
who accompanied liim into the province. Of this mairiage were 
bori^ two fons, both of whom were arrived at man’s eftate, when 
the tommiffion appointing their father Sujah to fuccecd Jafli er w as 
fent from Delhi. Sujah, although humane, was indolent and vo- 
luptuous, and his father in law, being defirous to break him to Ini- 
linefs, fent him foon after the patents were received, to go\un the 
province of Orixa. 

A few months after his arrival at Catteck, tw^o brothers, natives 
ofTartary, came to his court with ftrong reoomnicnJr.tions from 
Ddhi, in compliance with which Sujah received them" into 
hisfervice: appointing the elder, Hodgee Ilamed,, to attend his 
perfon as a domeftic, and the other, Allaverdy, to command a troop 
of horfe. They were both employed according to their talents. 

E 2 For 
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1756. For the elder 'was calm, liipple, wily, provicfcnt, but void of na- 
tural courage : the younger, Bern, aftive, intrepid, fagacious, but 
too high-minded to fubmit to the compliances necellary in aii 
A/iatic court. Convi€tion of the aflifhmce which each might ckf*' 
rive from the qualities of the other cemented them, as much as the 
relation of blood, in the moft mviolabic fricndlhip*%This powerful 
and uncommon union (eemed to command fortune ; for in a few 
years they railed themfelves to the highefl; offices in Sujah’s court 
and army ; Hodgee Hamed becoming his prime minifler, and Alla- 
verdy the general of his troops. The Nabob Jaffier forefaw and 
dreaded the confequences of their influence : but the infirmities of 
old age had rendered him incapable of taking' the vigorous reiblu- 
tions neceflary to extricate his fucceflbr from the toils into which 
17*5. he had been led ; and in 1725 Jaffier died, to the great joy of the 
province ; but of none more than the two brothers, to whole am- 
bition his death opoied more extenflve profpei^s. They accompanied 
Sujah to Muxadavad, and partook of the increalc of his power, ad- 
miniflering the fame employments in the general government of the 
Subahfhip, as they had held in the province of Oiixa. 

* 7 * 9 * In 1729 Sujah appointed Allaverdy to govern Behar, in which 
Aation he had frequent opportunities of exerting his military talents, 
as wdl as his political abilities ; being conllantly in arms againfl; 
the Indian chiefs on both fides the Ganges, who had never been 
reduced to a fettled dependance on the moorifh government. 
However, after many fights, intrigues, and aflaflinations, all fub- 
mined, and afterwards continued in obedience to Allaverdy r who 
now foeiing hts flrength, gave fcope to his ambition, which as 
uliial, obliterated every fentiment of gratitude to the creator of his 
fortunes. 

In the mean time Hodgee maintained his influence over the Na- 
bob by an (fofoquiouihe^ which prevented all fufpicions, and re*- 
nutted: huge fums to his brother, which were fent to Delhi, and in 
1 736. 1 7 r fi procured a commiflion from thence appointing Allaverdy, N abob 

of Behar, free fromany dependance on the government of Bengal : but 
as there ,was no immediate occafloo to proclaim this titki of which he 
^ 5 already 
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already enjoyed moft of the advantages, the brothers agreed that It 
fliould be kept fecret, until there fhould be a-neceflity of aflcrting it 
publickly. However, fuch a trftnfaftion could not ^ entirely con- 
cealed ; and the firft informations leading to farther inveftigations, 
Sujah, although unwillingly, was at length convinced of the 
treacherous ingratittide of his favourites. 

He was meditating revenge, when the approach of Nadir fihah 
ftruck all the provinces of the empire with confternation, and kept 
all their rulers m fufpenfe how far the ftorm would reach : and in 
1739, before the Perfians left Delhi*, Sujah died. 

The fucceffion devolved to his (Mity furviving fon SufFraze Khan, a 
man of mean abilities, and governed only by his vices. He, however, 
bore the ftrongeft refentment againft the two brothers ; but the fear 
of Allaverdy reftrained him from taking away the life of Hodgee, 
who was in his power : and Allaverdy, trembling for the (afety of 
his brother, refrained from committing any hoftilities, but improved 
his army. 

The proffigacy of SufFraze Khan mcreafed with the means of in- 
dulgence : and his debaucheries went to an excefs that difordered his 
underftaiiding. There was, amongft the officers of tl^e court, an 
old dentoo of diftinAion, named Allumchund, whom the late 
Nabob ufed to confolt with confidence relying on which, Allum- 
chundl ventured, in a private conference, to warn SufFraze Khan of 
the d^igerous confequences of his intemperance ; but Suffraze Khan 
anfwered him with Ignominious abufe and inveflives. No one after 
this ventured to Ihew any difapprobation of his inclinations ; and, 
left to IiTmfelf, he foon after committed a more extravagant out- 
rage. 

There was a femily of Gentoo merchants at Muxadavad, whofe 
head, Juggutfeat, had r^fed himfelf from no confiderable origin 
to be the wealthieft banker in the empire, in moft parts of which 
he had agents fupplied with money for remittances ; from- whom 
he conftantly received good intelligence of what was tranfading in 
the governments in which they were fettled ; and iUt Bengal his 
influence was equal to that of any officer in the adminiflratioa ; foe* 

by 
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by arttwcring to the treafury, as fecurity for moft of the renters 
farming the lands of the province, he knew better than any one all 
the details of the revenues ; and th^ great ciiculation of wealth, 
which he commanded, rendered his aliiftance neceflary in every 
emergency of expence. His eldeft fon, foon after the dilgrace of 
Allumchund, married a woman of exquifite beauty, the report of 
wMch alone inflamed the curiolity of the Nabob fo much, that he 
infifted on feeing her, although ke knew the dilgrace which would 
be fixed on the family, by Ihewfing a wife, unveiled, to a ftranger. 
Neither the reinonftrances of the father, nor his power to revenge 
the indignity, availed to divert the Nabob from this infolent and 
futile refolution. The young woman was lent to the palace in the 
evening ; and, after flaying there a fhort fpace, returned, unviolated 
indeed, but dilhonoured, to her hulband. 

Hodgee, who had been lurking tor fome fuch occafions of confpi- 
racy, now began to move ; and made overtures to Juggutfeat and 
Allumchund, who received them with eagernefs. Secret meetings 
were concerted, in which it was agreed, that as loon as Hodgee could 
be placed out of the reach of danger, Allaverdy Ihould invade Bengal, 
and, if futjjefsful, take the Naboblhip. But the fiift difficulty feemed 
infurmountable, as nothing could be more contrary to the fecurity 
of the Nabob than the releale of fuch a pledge as Hodgee, and it was 
impoffible that he could be removed out of the province without the 
Nabob’s conlent; which neverthclefs was at length obtained, by the 
intercelfion, it is faid, of fome of the principal officers of the Durbar, 
whom Hodgee had gained over and admitted into the fecret of his 
confpiracy. The Nabob at the audience of taking leave treated Hodgee 
with feoff and mockery. The conveyances for his departure having 
for fome time been held in readinefs, lie proceeded immediately on his 
journey to Patna ; and as foon as he arrived there, Allaverdy, givingout 
that he was dilhonoured by the ignominious manner in which his 
brother had been tumlS out of the province, began his march to- 
wards Bengal, . , 

His approach was fo fudden, he gained the pafs of Tacri*- 
ag-ully before Sufiraze Khan had time to fecurc»it by a proper rein- 
forcement. 
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forcement. On hearing which, the Nabob accufed Juggutfeat of 1 756. 

treachery ; who defended himAlf by producing letters from Alla- ^ 
verdy,*' prepared for the purpofe, in which he was upbraided for not 
having ufed his influence to prevent the banilhment of Hodgee. 

SufFraze Khan now alTembled his trcops, and ordered them to 
rendezvous on the plain of Gheria, which lies on the weft fide of 
the river of Coflimbuzar, about five miles to the north of Muxa- 
davad. Here he had fcarcely formed his encampment, which con- 
fifted of 30,000 men, horfe and foot, when Allaverdy appeared in 
fight, with an cfUial number, but of better troops ; for amongft his 
cavalry were Pitans, the braveft of the Mahomedans in In- 
doftan ; and his infantry, levied in Behar, were much ftouter than 
thofe in the arnqty of 1wffi:aze<Khan, who were moftly natives of 
Bengal. 

However, the unexpcdled firnmefs of the Nabob infpircd fi)|j|c of 
his officers with courage ; but more were either diflaffefted, or wa- 
vering ; and all belonging to the artillery had been engaged by Al- 
lumchund to difeharge the cannon without ball, and to defert it foon 
after the onfet. TrOops after troops quitted the field, as foon 
as they faw the artillery abandoned. Neverthelcfs SufFraze Khan 
continued the fight, until he was left with only a few fquadrons 
of horfe, whom the enemy were moving to furround, when the 
drivenof his elephant, warning him of the danger, offered, at the 
forfeits of his head, to convey him back fafely to the capital ; to 
which propofal the Nabob, with a refolutlon worthy of a better 
life, and of a better fate, replied, that he fcorned to retreat 
before rebels and traitors ; and ordered the driver to pufti into the 
thickeft of the enemy’s troops, toward the ftandard of Allaverdy ; 
where, fupported by the remains of his cavalry, ho renewed the 
fight. more defperately than ever, until he fell, fhot through the 
a mulket ball. 

without meeting any farther oppofitlon, marched to 
Muxlaavad, where he was immediately proclaimed Nabob of Ben- 
gal, Behar, and Orixa; and ufed his vidlory with more lenity and 
1, mode- 
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moderation than is nfually |>radHed by eaftern conquerors and 
even fpared the two fons of SufFraze Khan, whom, with .their 
mother and other relations, he fent to take up their refidence at 
Decca, at the extremity of the province, where his officers were in- 
ftrufted to treat them with refpeft, whilft their condufl ffiould give 
no umbrage. The whole province fubmitted as peaceably to his 
government, as if no revolution had happened : but Muffut Kouli, 
who governed Orixa under Suffraze Khan, flying from the battle 
of Gheria, retreated to Catteck, and when fummoned by Aliaverdy, 
refufed to acknowledge his Ibvereignty, He tlierefore called his 
brother Ilodgee from Patna to adminifter the government of 
Bengal during his abfence, and then marched into Orixa, and 
in lefs than a month expelled A^pflut Kduli, and reduced the 
province. 

Ti^e excefs and rapidity of his fortunes, together with the repu- 
tation of his military abilities, alarmed the throne ; and Ntz^«>al- 
muluck, the Soubah of the Ibuthern provinces, in order to ilop the 
ferther progrefs of his arms, incited the Morattoes to invade his , 
dominions almoft as foon as he had taken pofleffion of them; 
confequence of which, an army of 80,000 Morattoes arrived wi^m 
a few days journey of the mountains, which bound Bengal to ^ 
weiflward, before Aliaverdy had quitted Catteck ; who, not having 
given credit to the reports of their approach, had taken no precj^r 
tlons to prevent their irruption : and had even permitted the gre^iteA; 
part of the army he led into Bengal, to return to their hdihes ; lb 
that his whole force did not exceed 1 0,000 men, 500a* of 
were cavalry, and amongft them were the 3000 Pitans: his foul, 
however, nothing difmayed, reafl'umed its wonted aftivity, as (bpn 
as he found the danger to be really formidable ; and he advanced by > 
exceffiifo marches towards his capital. But the Morattoes had al- 
ready pafled the defiles of the mountains, when he arrived msfrj 
Burdawan too miles from Muxadavad ; where, finding ' 

rounded, he encamped in a fVrong fituatlon. Bafohir 
the general of the Morattoes, immediately font deputies ^ 
camp, who Ihewed the Emperor’s mandates, authorizing"'the;^|e|, ^ 



Book VI. Allaverdy. 

demand the chout, or a fourth part of the revenues of the tluee 
provinces for the three laft years. They likewife demanded that he 
ihould oblige himfelf to pay this tribute regularly in future, anti 
that fome officers deputed by the Morattoes fhould be employed in 
all the departments of the revenues, in order to alcertain and fe- 
cure their proportion. They moreover required him to deliver up 
the treafures of the two laft Nabobs, Soujah and Suftraze Khan, or 
to pay the equivalent. 

Allaverdy on hearing thefe imperious terms ordered the deputies 
to quit his camp, with a defiance fraught with contempt to their ge- 
neral. The next day he renewed his march in open day, in full 
fight of the enemy, who foon broke and dlfperfed his infantry, but 
were not able to make impreffion on his cavalry. The Pitans were 
commanded by an officer named Muftapha Khan, whom they 
not only revered as their hereditary chief, but loved as the braveft 
ibldier amongft them: Allaverdy himfelf, his nephew Zaindee 
Haiilied, Meer Jaffier his brother-in-law, and all the other officers 
of ^iftinftion, contuiually prefented themfolves againft the moft 
dangerous onfets; and fuch examples could not fail to animate 
tjieiir followers. Before night they had advanced fifteen miles in 
the^ way, when they halted in a ftrong fituation : the next day 
the inarch was renewed with the fame courage and fuccefs : and on 
the evening of the third day they arrived at the town of Cutwah, 
fitu^ed about thirty miles foutli of Muxadavad, on the bank of the 
ColSmbuzar river, which in this part is fordable during the dry 
feal^n of the year. 

About 500 of the cavalry were killed during the retreat, but 
moTp horfes perilhed ; for only 3000 men mounted arrived at Cut- 
wah, where they remained fome days in order to recover their fa- 
tigue, having fcarcely flept fince they left their camp at Burdawan. 

. The Morattoes, in the mean time, aflembled round Cutwah, and 
perfuaded themfelves that Allaverdy would wait for reinforcements 
from Muxadavad, before he attempted to pafs the river. Great, 
there^jre, was their furprize and admiration, when they faw him 
VoL. II. F pro- 
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preparing to ford it with the fame Ipirit of defiance as he had 
fhewn in the reft of his march. 

The fuccefs of this operation depended on preventing the enemy 
from following them into the ford through the avenues of the 
town ; and eighty of the braveft Pitans, excellently mounted and 
in complete armour, were fele£led for this important fervice, under 
the command of their general Muftapha Khan, whom Zaindee 
Hamed and Meer Jaffier joined as volunteers. This intrepid 
troop maintained their poft until Allaverdy with the main body 
had crofted the river : when they likewife began to retreat ; and 
cutting their way through the enemy, all but fifteen efcaped and 
pafted the ford. 

As foon as they arrived, Allaverdy continued his march to Mux- 
adavad, which he reached the next day : his firft attention, after 
this gallant retreat, was to reward thofe who had fo bravely 
foconded his own perfeverance and courage. Every foldier received 
a gratuity ; all the officers promotion : Meer Jaffier, who had fig- 
nalized himfelf at the paffage of the river, additional penfions; 
and to Muftapha Khan he prefented a million of rupees. To 
Zaindee Hamed he gave the firft place in Ins affodtion, and from 
this time deftined him for his fucceflbr ; although he had given' 
his only daughter in marriage to Nowagis Mahomed, die eldeft of 
Hodgee’s fons. 

The Morattoes, as foon as they had gained fufficient intelligence,, 
crofted over into the ifland of ^flimbuzar, and ravaged the open 
country ; but did not venture to attack the capital ; and the ap» 
proach of the rainy feafon, during which the fwelling of the rivers 
would have confined them in the ifland, deterred them from con- 
tinuing on it more than three days. To preferve their horfes, they 
encamped on the high lands of Berhohln, in the north-weft part of 
the province. Here they were enabled to form proper refolutions, 
by l^e advice of one of the Soubah^s officers, named Mcer-ahib, 
who had deferted to them : he was a man of fcheme, method, and' 
aftivity, had been deputy governor of Dacca, and poftcfted. mucK- 
general knowledge -of the province. Inflrudted by him, th^col- 

. letted 
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levied the revehties 6 f the countries lying to the weft of the river 
Hughley. He likewife enabled them to form a bridge of boats at 
Cutwah^ and having procured feme pieces of artillery, and feme 
European deferters to man them, he built two floating batteries to 
defend the bridge, ftationing one on each fide. Thus prepared, as 
foon as the rainy feafon was paffed, they crolTed again into the 
ifland, by which time Allaverdy had augmented his army by levies 
made in Behar to 50,000' men, of whom 20,000 were cavalry, and 
of thefe one half were Pitans. The ^emy*s detachments, never- 
thelefs, trufting to the hardinefs and a^vity of their horfes, carried 
their ravages to the furtherinoft parts of the ifland, and eluded the 
troops fent by Allaverdy to intercept them, who at length took the 
better refolution of marching with his whole force towards their 
bridge at Cutwah ; on which Balchlr Pondit recalled all his parties; 
and the whole army re-croffed the river, but in fuch a hurry that 
they neglefted to break the bridge. Their rear had fcarcely pafled 
before the van of Allaverdy’s army arrived, but the fire of the 
floating batteries obliged them to halt until their artillery came 
up, which foon filenced the enemy’s ; when the Nabob’s troops 
crouding in greater numbers than the bridge could fupport, Ibme 
of the boats funk ; and a thoufand men perifhed : it however was 
foofl repaired, and the whole army crofled ; but the Morattoes flill 
continued to avoid every encounter. At length Allaverdy, defpairing 
of ftriking a decifive blow againfl: fiKh an enemy, offered to treat ; 
hut Bafchir Pondit, elated with this condefeenfion, repeated the 
fame terms as he had propofed at Burdawan, and added to them 
that the fon of Suflraze Khan fhould be placed in the Nabobfliip. 
Allaverdy, flung by this reproachful propofal, formed a defign of 
circumventing his enemies, in contempt of all refpefts divine or 
human. 

Pretending to be very folllcitous of peace, he propofed a perfonal 
conference with Bafchir Pondit ; who, fufpe^ing the good faith of 
his profeflions, did not confeut to the interview without taking fe- 
veral precautions againfl the treachery he feared, and eyen obliged 
Allaverdy to fwear by the Koran, that he wuuld ufe none. It 
F 2 was 
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was agreed that the conference Ihould be held in a tent pitched in 
an open plain, at an equal diftance between the two camps ; and 
that each of the chiefs ihould be accompanied by fifteen officers on 
horfeback, and the fame number of unarmed fervants on foot, who 
were to take care of their horfes ; but the care of providing the tent 
was left to Allaverdy, who had feduced Bafchir Pondit into this neg- 
ligence, by offering to fend his wife, during the conference, to 
vifit the wife of the Morattoe. At the appointed hour the two chiefs 
advanced to the tent, each of them having feleded for his retinue 
the principal and braveft officers in his army ; and with Allaverdy 
were his favourites, Muflapha Khan and Meer Jaffier ; at the fame 
time was difcovered moving to the right a long train of covered 
pallankeens, which were fuppofed to be the retinue of his wife 
going to the Morattoe camp. The two companies met, and enter- 
ed the tent with much ceremony. What followed is varioufly 
told ; the prevailing report was, that the conference lafted an hour; 
which feems impofiible ; for on a fignal, 50 armed men rufhed 
from behind the fides of the tent, which had been pitched with a 
double lining in order to conceal them ; and, joining the officers 
who accompanied Allaverdy, began the work of aflaflination. 
Bafchir Pondit with all his attendants, and three or four of Allaverdy’s, 
were killed ; but Allaverdy himfelf did not unfheath his fword. The 
annals of Indoftan fcarcely afford an example of fuch treacherous 
atrocity, and none in which perfbns of fuch diflindlion were the adtors. 
As foon as the mafiacre was finifhed, a fignal was thrown out, on 
which the army of Bengal advanced againft the Morattoe camp, 
and were joined in the way by Allaverdy, and his officers from the 
tent, who led them to the attack. The Morattoes fled on every 
fide in confufion ; but reaflembled again to the weftward, and re- 
newed the war with redoubled devaftations and barbarities. 

Pradlice and encouragement at length brought the Nabob’s cavalry 
to fight the enemy in their own way, and every day produced a 
combat or Ikirmifh in fome part or other of the country. This 
irregular war continued three months, when the Morattoes, finding 
^ ' i their 
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their numbers much diminifhed, repafled the weftera' mduntains, 

and -quitted the province. 

The whole Morattoe nation in its two diviiions of Poni and 
Berar, determined to avenge the death of Bafchir Pondit, and the 
remains of his army were Icarcely retreated before two others were 
in march to invade Bengal : each confifted of 60,000 men ; but a£led 
independently. The army of Poni was commanded by Ballerow, 
who, without dethroning the Sahah Rajah, or real ibvereign of 
the Morattoes, had ufurped the whole authority of the ftate, which 
he tranfmitted on his death to his fon Balagerow. The other army 
was commanded by Ragojee Bonfola,who had fome years before con- 
quered, and had ever fince governed, the province of Behar. He 
is the fame who, by the inftigation of Nizamuluck, invaded the 
Carnatic in 1 740, as now Bengal. The army with Ballerow en- 
tered the province of Behar, whilft the other, under Ragojee, 
marched through the mountains from Behar into Orixa. Allaverdy 
on the pews of their approach broke the bridge at Cutwah, and en- 
camped near his capital. Mean while, the two Morattoe armies, 
advancing without oppofition, met at Burdawan ; where the two 
generals agreed, that the war Ihould be carried on in conjunction, 
and the plunder be equally divided. At the fame time they were 
joined by Meer-abib, who, as before, fixed another bridge at Cutwah, 
over which they pafled into theifland of Coflimbuzar; but Allaverdy 
relying on the fuccefs of lefs hazardous meafures, determined neither 
to offer or accept battle. Amongft the prifoners taken from the 
army of Bafchir Pondit, was an officer of diftinCtlon, named Sha- 
ferow, whom Allaverdy had attached by feveral aCls of generofity ; 
in return for which Shaferow now employed his mediation with 
Ballerow in favour of Allaverdy, whofe emiflaries were at the lame 
time fowing diflention between the two Morattoe generals, per- 
fuading each that much plunder had been fecreted from the common 
flock by the other army. 

The explanations that enfued on this fubjeCl produced a coolncfs 
between them, which determined Ballerow to agree to the propofals 
of Allaverdy, who offered to pay two millions of rupees, on con- 
dition 
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cUtioQr that both the Morattoe »mies Ihould bo -v^dth- 

drawn, and three millions more as foon as they iho'ufld be arritfed in 
their own country. Accordingly it was agreed that-BallerdW and 
Allaverdy Ihould meet and confer together on the 30th of March ; 
but fome motions made that day by the troops of Ragcyee caufing 
Allaverdy to fufpeft treachery, he returned to his camp when on 
the way to the place appointed. However, on the 3d of April 
they met. The conference lafted two hours, during which the 
treaty was ratified. Ragojec diflembled his difapprobation until all 
the Morattoes had quitted the ifland of Coflimbuzar, when he 
openly refufed to accept the treaty; and Ballerow, who had received 
the two millions of rupees, gave himfclf no trouble either to per- 
fuade or compel him, but marched away with his own troops and 
the money. 

Allaverdy, more fatisfied with having removed one half of his 
enemies, than difappointed at the refufal of Ragojee, immediately 
marched againft him. But the Morattoes, as ufual, avoided all en- 
counters of rifque, and ravaged the defencelefs parts of the country 
until the month of June, when they retired into Orixa, and in a 
few days reduced the whole province ; of which Ragojee, with the 
confent of his officers, gave the government to Mcer-abib. As foon 
as the rainy feafon was palled, fome of their detachments again 
infefted Bengal ; and in March 1744, new parties, allured by the 
fuccefs of their countrymen, traverfed, plundering as they went, all 
Behar and Bengal, in their way to the main body, which remained 
in Orixa. The three following months Allaverdy was employed 
in beating up the parties that remained in Bengal, and as foon as the 
rains ceafed, he marched with his whole force into Orixa ; where 
by continual ftratagems he brought on feveral encounters, in which 
the Morattoes fuffered conflderably ; and purfulng thefe advantages, 
he in lefs than three months obliged them to quit the province and 
retire to the weflward. However, he was fcarcely returned to 
Muxadavad, in February 1745, when they renewed their incurfions; 
but their detachments were not formidable enough to require the 
lame Rrefs of oppofition which had hitherto employed his whole 
3 force 
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force and attention. He therefore, in October, detached a large 
body of troops to Patna, under the command of his nephew Zaindee 
Harned, and now began to have fome profpeft of tranquillity; which, 
neverthelefs, ftill fled before him. 

The reputation of Muflapha Khan, and his influence amongfl the 
foldiery, had for fome time rendered him obnoxious to the fulpicions 
of Hodgee, who concluded, that if he did not already entertain, 
dangerous views, he might alpire at the fovercignty after the death, 
of Allaverdy, to the prejudice of his own fon Zaindee Hamed : but 
mere arguments could not induce Allaverdy, who feared nothing, 
to entertain this opinion of a fellow foldier, by whom he had always 
been ferved with fidelity, and had on all occafions generoufly re- 
warded. He demanded proofs, which were fupplied by letters.that 
feemed to be witten by Meer-abib to Muftapha Khan, implying a 
previous correfpondence, exhorting the Pitan to aflaflinate AUaverdy,, 
and promifing him the aififtance of the Morattoes to feize and main- 
tain the government. Allaverdy, not fufpeflmg that Hodgee would 
dare to ufe fuch an artifice in an afHiir of fo great importance, be- 
lieved the impofition, and determined to put Muftapha Khan to 
death at the next vifit ; whofe friends apprized him of the danger ; 
on which he inftantly marched away with the body of 3000 Pitans 
under his immediate command, and was the next day followed and 
joined by the fame number, with their oifleer Sumflieer Khan ; all 
took their way towards Behar. 

Their departure confirming Allaverdy in his belief of Hodgee’s 
reprefentations, he ordered Zaindee Hamed to advance from Patna, 
in order to ftop tlie retreat of the Pitans, whilft he himfelf fol- 
lowed them with his own army, which overtook them half way 
between Tacriagully and Patna, before Zaindee Hamed appeared in 
Muftapha Khan therefore gave battle without delay; the con- 
fli^ was fliarp and obftinate, notwithftanding the difparity of num- 
bers : and the fuccefo remained doubtful, until the two chiefs came 
within reach of one another, when a party of men, armed with 
matchlocks, who had been taught to Ihoot at a mark, and weie 
appointed to guard the eleplrant on which Allaverdy rode, fired a 
* - volley 
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1756. ^volley diicdcd againft the perfon of Muftapha Khan, and killed 
hinti ; on which Surafticcr Khan gave the (ignal of retreat, and, 

‘ * palling at a dift.ance fiom Zaindee Hamed’s march, retreated out 
of the piovince, and proceeded to his own country, to the eaft of 
the Jumna. 

After the battle, Ho<lgee, who had accompanied hie brother, 
went to Patna, in order to fuperlntend the civil adminiftration of 
Behar ; and having brought with him the head of Muftapha Khan, 
laufed it to be carried on a pole round the city, during which pro- 
cellion it was infulted by the multitude with every indignity. Alla- 
verdy haftened back to Bengal, which, during his abfence, had been 
ex poled to the leturn and depredations of the whole body of Mo- 
rattocs, winch he had driven out of Orixa. Thus ended the year 
1 746. Continual marches and a few indecilive Ikirmilhes employed 
1747. him until the end of 1747, when events of more dangerous con- 
lequence called forth the exertion of his utmoft refolution. 

Meer-abib, who, fiuce his defeftion, had loft no opportunity of 
diftrefling Allaverdy, had entered into a correfpondence with Sum- 
Iheer Khan, immediately .after the death of Muftapha ; in confe- 
quence of which the Pitan, with £000 of his countrymen, appeared 
in December on the bank of the Ganges, oppolite to the city of 
Patna ; which intending to furpri/e, he tendci’ed the fervice of his 
troops to Zaindee Hamed. Hodgee, it is faid, had received fome 
intelligence of the connexion exifting between Sumlheer Khan and 
Meer-abib ; and advifed his fon to projeft an interview, in which 
all the Pitan officers might be blown up by a mine of gunpowder ; 
but Zaindee Hamed, lulpeiling his father’s intelligence, rejeded 
the propofal, and waited for the orders of Allaverdy ; who inftrudled 
him to inlift the Pitans, and afterwards to take the firft opportunity 
of deftroying their chiefs. Accordingly, the terms of agreement 
were fettled, and the principal officers, accompanied by 2000 of 
thtlr foldicry, crofted the river : they were received by Zaindee 
Hamed in a tent pitched at a little diftance from the city. Sum- 
ihecr Khan approached the firft, made his obeifance, and having re- 
4:eived from Zaindee a roll of beetel, as a pledge of friendfhip, took 

his 
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his place, Handing behind him as an officer now rated in his fcrvicc. 
Eleven other officers went through the lame ceremony ; and when 
Zalndee Hamed was prefenting the beetel to the thirteenth, the 
officer, who had lall received it, plunged a dagger over his Ihoulder 
into his heart. In the fame inftant the others fell on thofe of 
Zaindee’s retinue who were Handing iieareH his perlbn, whilH the 
Pitan Ibldiers attacked the reH and his guards. The aHonilhment 
on one fide being as great as the impetuofity on the other, all the 
attendants of Zaindee Hamed were loon dilperfed ; and during the 
conflid a party of Pitans galloped to the gate of the city, of 
they kept poffeffion, until Sumlheer Khan arrived with the reH«plk 

Here the conHeniation was lb great, that no one thought of re- 
finance ; and the Pitans cutting down all they met without dif- 
tinflion, proceeded and got pofleffion of the citadel. Their firH 
care now was to feek for Hodgee, in order to retaliate the death 
of their leader MuHapha Khan, and the ignominy with which 
Hodgee had treated his remains ; he was taken, endeavouring to 
efcape in a covered pallankecn, and immediately fcourged in public, 
like a common criminal ; after which he was led through the city 
on an afs, with his legs tied under the belly, and his face painted 
half black, half white ; during which proceffion he was infulted 
with every feoff and mockery that deteHation could fuggeH. Five 
millions of rupees were found in his houle ; and the fcourge was 
again repeated, in order to extort a confellion of the trealiires he 
was fuppoled to have concealed ; but whether he really had no 
more, or believed that no confeffion would exempt him from future 
torture, he bore that whicli was now inflicted on him until his life 
was in danger ; when Sumlheer Khan, defirous of referving him for 
more lingering and exquifite fuflerings, ordered him to be taken 
care of : but the unfortunate and high minded wife of Zalndee found 
means to convey to him a dofe of poiibn. He took it immediately, 
and in a few hours it releafed him from all his agonies. His fate, 
fevere as it was, excited no coramiferation ; for his avarice, perfidy, 
and cruelty, had rendered him execrable to every rank and con- 
dition. 

VoL, II. 
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The main body of Pltans crofling the river joined thofe in pof- 
feffion of the city, and during three days rioted in maii'acre and* 
rapine : after the tumult fubfided, Sumlheer Khan eftabliflied officers 
to govern the ciiy, railed contributions from the neighbouring, 
diftrifts, and levied troops. 

The news of thefe difafters overpowered all the fortitude of Al- 
laverdy, and rendered him for fome days incapable of attending to. 
the concerns of his government : his grief was moftly paid to the 
memory of Zaiiidee Hamed, who was the only one of his family 
ttottliy to fucceed iiim. However, the defire of revenge recalled 
*iw^nted firmnefs, and he appeared again with new vigour, aug- 
menting his army, and improving it by new difcipline : he likewife 
folicitoufly attached to his perfon the 4000 Pitans, who had re- 
mained with him after the retreat of Muftapha Khan. Thus ani- 
mated and prepared, he took the field in the month of March with 
25,000 horfe and 1 5,000 foot, and proceeded into Behar through 
the pafs of Tacriagully. 

In this interval, Sumfheer Khan had likewife levied 5000 hoi fe 
and 10,000 foot, with which and his 8000 Pitans he took the 
field, and encamped about 20 miles to the eaft of Patna, having 
concerted with the Morattoes that they fhould fall upon Allaverdy's 
rear, whilll the Pitans attacked him in front. Tn confequence of 
this agreement Meer-abib and R^ojee had entered the country of 
Burdawan, waiting the motions of Allaverdy to diredl their own : 
and as foon as he had palTed Tacriagully, they, by a fhorter rout, 
crofted the mountains, feventy miles to the weft, througrh the pafles 
of Berbohin, and arrived in the middle of Behar almoft as foon as 
the army of Bengal. Allaverdy faw his danger ; but neverthelefs 
proceeded, and when near the encampment of Sumfheer Khan left 
his own tents and baggage ftanding on the plain, with only a fmall 
force to guard them, and marched on to give the Pitans battle ; who 
met him without hefitatioii. The Morattoes in the rear were within 
a march of the battlfe, but, as he had forefeen, flopped at the camp, 
and during the conflidl, employed themfelves in plundering the 
fpoil, inftead of affifting their allies ; the battle, neverthelefs, was 

the 
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tlie moft fierce and obftinate that had for many years been fought In 1756. 
Indoftan. Allaverdy had forefeen the fury of their onfets, and re- * — 

mained in the rear, in order to rally his own troops. Neverthelefs, ^ 
the Pitans would in all probability have been vidtorious, had he not 
interfperfed his cavalry with matchlock men ; who firing with aim 
fhot, one after another, moft of their principal officers, and at laft 
Sumfheer Khan himfelf, juft as he had cut his way to the elephant 
on which Allaverdy fuperlutended the battle. His death, as ufual, 
decided the vidlory. The Pitans haftened back to Patna, where 
they remained gathering together their own effedts, and plundering 
whatfoever they could find valuable belonging to the inhabitants, 
until the army of Bengal appeared in fight, when they quitted 
the city, and crofting the Ganges marched away to their own 
country. 

Allaverdy having fettled the government of Behar, returned be- 
fore the rainy feafon to Muxadavad. The Morattoes, after the de- 
feat of Sumfheer Khan, divided into feveral detachments, of which 
fome infefted Behar, fome Bengal, and others Orixa ; but their ope- 
rations were not formidable enough to call Allaverdy himfelf again 
into the field : and he committed the condudl of the war to his 
general Meer Jaffier, who was continually employed in interrupting 
or diflodging their parties. 

The war ever fince the retreat of Ballerow in 1743, had been 
principally carried on by the Morattoes of Ragogee Bonfbla from 
Behar, joined fometimes by partizans and adventurers from other 
countries. In 1749? Ragogee affifted Naziijlng in his expedition 1749. 
into the Carnatic with 10,000 horfe, under the command of Ids 
fbn JonagI, which, with other expeditions, difablcd him from re- 
cruiting the loflos fuftained by his army in Bengal, which was con- 
tinually diminifliing by fight or fatigue. In the beginning of the 
next year Meer Jaffier pent up 5000 of their horfe in the mountains 
of Behar, and put more than one half of them to the fword. 

At this time mucli confufion reigned at Delhi. The army of 
the Emperor Hamed Schah, commanded by his vizir Seiflar Jung, 
had been routed in the preceding year by the Rohillas, a tribe of 
G z Pitans 
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Pltans tributary to the province of Oude, who 20 years before were 
of little note or eftimation ; and to reprir this difgrace, it was re- 
Jblved to hire 40,000 Morattoes of Balagerow, who had fucceeded 
his fether Ballerow in the government of Poni. Its own diftrefs 
therefore deprived the throne of farther means to excite more 
enemies againft Allaverdy, in whom on the other hand the in- 
firmities of age feemed to have quelled the ambitious fpirit which 
had rendered him fo formidable to the empire. The Court of Delhi, 
therefore, as the beft compromile, confented to confirm him Subah 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, on condition that he (hould annually 
remit the ufual tribute of fix millions of rupees. 

The patents were publifhed at Muxadavad foon after the body of 
5000 Morattoes were defeated in Behar, and Allaverdy improving 
both circumftances opened a negociation with their leaders, con- 
fenting to leave them in poffeflion of the fouthern part of Orixa until 
a firm peace could be fettled with the heads of the nation, provided 
all their parties were immediately withdrawn out of the provinces 
of Bengal and Behar. The terms were accepted, and he foon after 
fent an embaflador to Poni ; but a variety of references and difeuf- 
fions delayed the ratification of the treaty to the end of the year 
1753, when it was agreead that Allaverdy fhould annually pay the 
fum of 1 20,000 rupees, and that all Orixa fouth of Catteck fhould 
be ceded to the Morattoe dominion in perpetuity, and that they 
fhould receive half the revenues of the northern part as far as the 
river of Pipli, with the permiflion of appointing officers, who, to- 
gether with the Nabob’s, were to fuperintend the colleftions. 

Thus ended this war. All the countries lying to the eaft of the 
great and lelTer Ganges, excepting the ifland of Coffimbuzar, were 
defended by thefe rivers from the calamities which afflided Orixa, 
the weftern part of Bengal, and the fouthern region of Behar, where 
the pufillanimous inhabitants were continually taking flight, even on 
imaginary alarms, and wandering from their homes found no re- 
fources of charity in their countrymen ; for the fear of contami- 
nation prevents all of the Indian religion from giving fhelter, or 
adminiftering to the wants of any, who are not known or recom- 
mended 
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mended to them, and confining all their fentiments of humanity to 
perlbns of their own caft, they fufier the ftranger to perifti without 
compaffion. Nor could the advantages of a climate, in which fuel 
and raiment are fcarcely neceflary, countervail the deftruftive effeds 
of this general timidity and uncharitableneis. 

Examples of thefe diftreffes were frequently feen by the Englifti 
at Calcutta, to which place the inhabitants of the oppofite fide of 
the river often came over in great numbers for refuge, and perilhed 
through want ; communicating their own terrors to thofe of whom 
they alked relief ; infomuch, that in the year 1 742 the Indian in- 
habitants of the colony requefted and obtained permiffion to dig a 
ditch at their own expence, round the company’s bounds, from the 
northern part of Soota-nutty to the fbuthem part of Govindpore. 
This work would extend feven miles, whilft the force to defend it 
did not exceed 300 Europeans and 500 peons. In fix months three 
miles were finifhed : when the inhabitants, feeing that no Morattoes 
had ever been on the weftem fide of the river within fixty miles of 
Calcutta ; and that Allaverdy exerted himfclf vigoroully to prevent 
their incurfions into the ifland of Coflimbuzar, difeontinued the 
work ; which from the occafion was called the Morattoe ditch, 

Allaverdy made no objedion to this work ; and moreover per- 
mitted the Englifh, in the fame year, to raife a rampart with baf- 
tions of brickwork round their fe^lory at Coflimbuzar. But the 
reft of his conduft fhewed that thefe indulgences did not proceed 
from any defire of courting the Europeans in times of difficulty : 
for, notwlthftanding the fervices which he might have received 
from their garrifons, he never aiked their affiftance. He forbid 
the Englifh and French from committing any hoftilities againfteach 
other in his dominions during the war declared between the nvo 
nations in 1741 ; and in the year 1748 he, on feme contempt of 
his autliority, attacked and drove the faiftors of the Oftend com- 
pany out of the river of Hughley : and he feveral times exafted 
money of the Englifh, French, and Dutch fettlements ; alledging, 
that they ought to contribute to the expence, as they participated 
of the protection, of his arms. The prefidency of Calcutta not com- 
I plying 
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1756. plying with his demands on the firft fummons, he more than once 
' — * — ' Hopped their trade : however, all they paid from his acceffion did 
not exceed 100,000 pounds fterllng ; which on an average was not 
two in a hundred on the amount of their Inveftments during that 
inteival. 

The Morattoes during the war made only one confiderable de- 
predation on the Englifli trade. This was in the year 1748, when 
they Hopped a fleet of boats coming from Coflimbuzar to Calcutta, 
and plundered it of 300 bales of raw filk belonging to the company. 
But the advantages of the European commerce in general were much 
impaired by the dlHrefles of the province, which enhanced the prices 
and debafed the fabricks of all kinds of manufaftures. 

The difficulties which Allaverdy had encountered and furmounted 
lince his acceffion obliterated in the minds of his fubjcdls whatfbever 
deteHation they might have conceived againH his ufurpation of 
the fovereigntj : his attention to proted them from the vio- 
lences and iniquities of his officers afling either with civil or mili- 
tary authority, had gained him the public reverence and eHeem : 
and futh was the opennefs and generofity of his charader on all oc- 
.cafions, in which his ambition was not thwarted, that his ingrati- 
tude to his benefador Sujah Khan, the murder of Bafchir Pondit, 
and his intentions to cut off MuHapha Khan, were imputed, al- 
though abfurdly, to the influence which his brother Hodgee was 
fuppoled to have over all his relblutions : he remained, perhaps, the 
' only prince in the eaH whom none of his fuhjeds wifhed to aflal- 
finate. But he was no Iboner arrived at this degree of reputation 
and fortune, than increaling infirmities warned him of his ap- 
proaching end ; and his injudicious choice of a fucceflbr embittered 
iris latter days with as many anxieties as he had fuftered in the reH 
of his reign. 

Having no male ifliie or defeendants, the fucceflion naturally de- 
volved into the family of his brother Hodgee, who had three fbns, 
Nowagis Mahomed, Zaindcc Hamed, and Sid Hamed : Nowagis 
.married the only daughter of Allaverdy, by whom he had no 
.iffvj: ; Sid Hamed had a fon ; and Zaindqe Hamed left two, of 

whom 
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whom the elder, named Mirza MahmuJ, was adopted by Allavcidy, 
and the other, named Moorad Dowlah, by Nowagis Mahomed. 
The fnperior qualities of Zalndee juftlfied Allaverdy in preferring 
him to his elder brother Nowagis, a man of much lefs refolutlon 
and capacity ; but after the death of Zaindee, there remained no 
reafon to exclude Nowagis again from the fucceffion : for he was of 
a better charaftcr than his brother Sid Hamed ; and of the two 
children left by Zaindee, the younger, Moorad Dowlah, was W'eak 
of inteileft, and the elder, Mirza Mahmud, a youth of feventeen 
yeais, had difeovered the moft vicious propenfities, at an age when 
only follies aie expected from princes. But the great afFedion 
which Allaverdy had borne to the father was transferred to this Ion, 
whom he had for fome years bred in his own palace ; where. In- 
ftead of corretSing the evil dilpofitions of his nature, he fullered 
them to iucreafe by overweening indulgence : born without com- 
panion, it was one of the amufements of Mirza Mahmud’s child- 
hood to torture birds and animals ; and, taught’ by his minions to 
regard hlmfelf as of a fuperior order of beings, his natural cruelty, 
hardened by habit, rendered him as infenfible to the fulferings of 
his own fpecies as of the brute creation : in conception he was not 
flow, but abfurd ; obftinate, fullen, and impatient of contradiftion ; 
but, notwithftanding his infolent contempt of mankind, innate 
cowardice and the confiifion of his ideas rendered him fulpicious 
of all who approached him, excepting his favourites, who were 
buftbons and profligate men, raifed fiom menial lei-vants to be his 
companions: with thefe he lived in every kind of intemperance 
and debauchery, and more efptcially in di inking fpintuous liquors 
to an excefs, which inflamed his paflions and impaired the little un- 
derftanding with which he was born. He had, however, cunning 
enough to carry himlelf with much demuienels in the preleiice of 
Allaverdy, whom no one ventured to inform of his real cliarafter ; 
for in defpotic ftates the fovereign is always the laft to hear what it 
concerns him moft to know. 

This youth in the year 1753 Allaverdy declared his fucceflbr, 
and from this time fuffered him to in the government of the 
3. piovinces 
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provinces with great authority ; whiift his fubjeds beheld with equal 
I'urprife and confternation an inftance of fuch dotage in a prince, 
vvhofe judgment had never failed him until this, the moft impor- 
tant option of his life. The doom was, however, irrevocable, and 
Mirza Mahmud on his appointment received the name of Chiragee- 
al-Dowla, fignifying the lamp of riches, by which he was after- 
wards called ; but by the Europeans, Surajah Dowlah. His uncles, 
Nowagls and Sid Hamed, did not indeed break out into open re- 
bellion, but fhewed fb much difcontent, that Allaverdy was con- 
vinced they would difpute the fucccffion after his death ; and know- 
ing that Nowagis Mahomed was governed by a man of abilities, 
named Hoflein Cooley Khan, he determined to remove this mi- 
nifter. But Nowagis having for fbme years held the government 
of Dacca with its a}ipurtenances, had acquired great wealth, which 
enabled him to maintain a large retinue of armed men in conftant 
pay ; and the city of Dacca was at this time governed by a nephew 
of Hoflein Cooley Khan : Allaverdy therefore was apprehenfive that 
Nowagis might retire to Dacca, and throw off his allegiance, if he 
fhould take the alarm, whilfl; that city remained under his autho- 
rity ; but Surajah Dowlah undertook to remove the nephew of Hof- 
fein Cooley Khan, and fent a party of aflaflins, who entering Dacca 
In difguife flabbed him in the dead of night. As foon as his death 
was known at Muxadavad, Nowagis took up arms, but more from 
apprehenfions of his own danger than with intention to revenge 
the injury : Allaverdy therefore eafily quelled this infurreftion, by 
afliiring him that the murder had l)een committed without the par- 
ticipation either of himfelf, or Surajah Dowlah. Some days after 
the tumult was quieted, Surajah Dowlah caufed Hoflein Cooley 
Khan himielf to be aflhflinated in open day, as he wms pafling 
through the flreets of Muxadavad. 

Thcfe murders increafed the gloomy conjeftures which the ap- 
jxuntment of Surajah Dowlah to the fucceflion had already raifed 
in the minds of the people. His uncles Nowagis and Sid Hamed 
had hitherto afled independently of each other, but now united ; 
and although their reverence to Allaverdy reflrained them from revolt 
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durin]g hlslife; thw augmented their forces and the number of their 
dependants. In this ftate of mutual fulpicion the two parties re- 
maned, until the beginning of the year i75d, when both Nowagio, 
and Sid Hained died of fevers, without poilbn. 

Their deaths dillblved indeed the union of their houles ; but, ne- 
verthelels, did not leave Surajah Dowlah without powerful com- 
petitor^ J Nowagis left great treafures ; and his widow, the daugh- 
ter of Allaverdy, as the only means of preferving them, determined 
tbdifpute the fucceffion. Hef lex indeed excluded her from the 
government, to which otherwile Ihe was the natural heir, as the 
only child of Allaverdy. And the younger brother of Surajah 
Dowlah, who had been adopted by her hulband,. was dead ; but al- 
though a ftiipling had left a foil who was about two years old, and 
this infant Ihe determined to hold out to the province, as the com- 
petitor of Surajah Dowlah. At the fame time, the fon of Sid Ha- 
med, who governed the country of Purncah, relying on the univerfal 
deteftation which was entertained againft Surajah Dowlah, levied 
forces, and determined to oppofe his acceflion. 

A Gentoo, named Rajah-bullub, had fucceeded Hoffein Cooley 
Khan in the poft of Duan or prime-miniftcr to Nowagis ; after 
whole death his influence continued with the vvulow, with whom 
he was fuppofed to be more intimate than became either her lank, 
or his religion ; hut, doubtful of the event of the impending con- 
teft, he determined to place his family and treafures out of the 
reach of danger; and not deeming them in fafety at Dacca, wheic 
they had remained for fome time, he ordeied liii fon Kifieiulals to 
remove them from that city, under pretence of going a pilgrimage 
to the pagoda of Jagcinaut, on the coall of Onxa. ^ccordiiigly, 
Kiflendafs left Dacca with fcicral loaded boats: hut, Inftcad of go- 
ing through the channels at the bottom of the Delta, pmcceded 
along the great Ganges to the Jclingeer river, thiough which he en- 
tered the river of Hughley ; when his fiithei at Muxaclav.id re- 
quefted Mr. Watts, the EngKlh chief at Coflimliuzar, to ol)t.Lin [lar- 
rUiliion of the prelidency of C.ilcutta, that Kiflendafs with h... fo- 
mily might, if they found it iieceflary, reft fur fomc da) a in the 
VoL. H. H totvn. 
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town, by which the boats mud pafs, in their way to Orixa. At 
the fame time there remained no hopes of Allaverdy’s recovery ; 
upon which the widow of Nomgis had quitted Muxadavad, and 
encamped with 10,000 men at Moota Gill, a garden two miles 
fouth of the city, and many now began to think and to fay that fhe 
would prevail in her oppofition againd Surajah Dowlah. Mr. Watts 
therefore was eafily induced to oblige her minider, and advifed the 
prelidency to comply with his requed. His letter to the prefidency 
<in thlb fubjeft was fcarccly arrived in Calcutta, before the boats of 
Kiflendafb appeared in fight : the prefident Mr. Drake was at this 
time .It Ballafore for tlie recovery of his health ; but the red of the 
council, lelylng on the opinion of Mr. Watts, confented to admit 
Kiflliulifb into the town. 

Amongft the Crentoo merchants edabliflicd at Calcutta wjis ono 
named Omicuiul, a man of great fagacity and underdanding, which 
he had employed foi forty years with unceafmg diligence to in- 
creafe hib fortune. The prefidency had long permitted him to 
piovido much more of the company’s invedment than the ftiara 
allowed to any other contrador ; by whicii, and other indulgences, 
he was become the mod opulent inhabitant in the colony. The 
extent of his habitation, divided into various departments ; the 
number of Ins fervants continually employed in various occupations, 
and a retinue of armed men in condant pay rcfembled more the 
date of a prince than the condition of a merchant. His commerce 
extended to all parts of Bengal and Behar, and by prefents and 
ferviccs he had acquired lb much influence with the principal 
officers of the government at Muxadavad, that the prefidency in 
times of difficulty uled to employ his mediation with the Nabob. 
This pre-eminence, however, did not fail to render -him the object 
of much envy : the raanufaftures provided for the company having 
e\ cry year fince the fird irruption of the Morattoes decreafed in 
quality and increafed in price, much of this detriment was imputed 
to the aval ice and iniquity of Omichund; and the company de- 
tei mining, if polTible, to redore their invedment to the former con- 
dition of price and quality, relinquilhed in the year 1755, their 

ufual 
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ufual method of coiitra£Hng with merchants, and lent Gc- *7561. 
majiahy or Gentoo factors in their own pay, to provide the in- ' — 

veftment at the different Aurungs, or cloth markets in the province. 

From this time Omichund was excluded from any participation in 
the company’s affairs, which, diminifliing his commercial advan- 
tages, vexed his avarice, although poffeffed of four millions of ru- 
pees. However, he ftill continued the trade,- which he ufed to 
Carry on independant of the inveftment, and redoubled his attention 
to maintain his importance at Muxadavad ; in confequence of which 
Rajah-bullub at this time requefted his good offices to his fon Kiflen- 
dafs, whom Omichund received on his arrival with much hofpitality, 
and lodged the family in a convenient habitation. 

The admiffion of Klflcndafs into Calcutta was foon known at 
Muxadavad. It wounded the pride of Surajah Dowlah, and exafpe- 
rated his mind with fuch fufpicions, that he immediately went to 
Allaverdy, and told him that he was well informed the Englifh in- 
tended to fupport the widow of Nowagis Mahomed. Mr. Forili, 
the furgeon of the Englifh faftory at Coffimbuzar, who attended 
Allaverdy in his laft illnefs, was prefent, and Allaverdy, inffc.id of 
anfwering Surajah Dowlah, queflioned Mr. Forth concernmg tlic 
report, who replied, that it was railed by the enemies of the En- 
glifh, in order to hurt thena in his favoui, and that on examination 
it would appear groundlcfs ; adding, that the Englifh had no otlitr 
ambition than to be merchants in his country. Allavtidy thin 
afked how many foldiers w^erc in the fafloiy at Coffimbu/ai ? Whi- 
ther the French or the Dutch prefidencics had lately lent up any to 
their fadlories In that town ? Where the Englifh fhips of war wcix : 

Whether they would come to Bengal ? Whethci flime had not 
been in the river of Hughley three months- before ? Why the Iqua- 
dron came into India ? Whether there was war between England 
and France ? To which queftions Mr. Forth replied, without de- 
viating from the truth : and Allaverdy, feeming to be convinced 
that the expe< 9 :ation of a war with France had brought the fqua- 
dron to India, and that the Englifh at Calcutta were in no condition 
to rifk the difpleafure of the government, told Surajah Dowlah, 

H 2 that 
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1756. that he gave no credit to his mi^rmati«i ; vdtQ replied t^at.be coul^ 
' — “ — prdve it. ' A few days after this coiiverfation, ne^s arrived in Bengal 
that the EnglifK had taken Gheria. The piracies which Angria 
had for fo many years committed on the fuhj^s of, tfje Mic^l 
had rendered his name famous throughout the empire ; and there 
was fcarce a province of which he had not taken fome of the na- 
tives, who concurred in de/cribing his fortrefs as impregnable ; and 
various rumours now prevailed at Muxadavad, Some fai(| tjiat tl^e^ 
Englifh intended to fend fixteen (hip* to makp war in %ng9l ; 
others, that Surajah Dowl^ was determined to fack Calcutta, and 
drive the Englilh out of his dominions : and Mr. Watts received, 
pofitive information that there were many fpics employed by the go- 
vernment in Calcutta ; and that the weaknefs of the garrifon and 
fortifications, and the facility with which the place might be taken, 
were the public difeourfe of the city and the court. The prefidency 
on this information ordered ftrift fearch to be made, and fe- 
\ oral who were fufpefted of' being fpies, were turned out of the 
company’s bounds. 

At length the loug-expefted event of Allaverdy’s death happened 
on the 9th of April : his public character is fufficlently delineated 
by his aftlons : his private life was very different from the ufual 
manners of a Mahomedan prince in Indoftan ; for he was extremely 
temperate, had no pleafures, kept no fcraglio, and always li^ved 
the hufband of one wife. Warned by the experience of his own 
ambition, the defedion of Meer-abib, and the rebellion of Mufta- 
pha Cawn, he declined as much as poflible to entruft any Mahome- 
dan, excepting of his own line^e, with any power out of his fight, 
which might either tempt or enable him to revolt : but kept his 
army, which coufifted chiefly of Mahomedans, continually under 
his own eye, or never fuffered a large body of the fame troops to re- 
main long enough at a dlftance to be feduced from their olwdience. 
At the fame time he paid them well and regularly, and rewarded , 
the officers of merit and diftindion, either with ready money or 
with jaghires, which were always rents arifing from lands over 
which they were not fuffered to have any extenfive jurifdidion* 

But 
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But^ he preferred, the fervice of Gentoos in every office and dignity 
of thft flat;ej^ excepting in the ranks of the army, for which they 
neithpi: wifhed nor were fit, and feemed to regard the increafe of 
their walth as his own. Roydulub was his duan, or treafurer, and 
his wnfidential minifter ; Ramramfing the Rajah of Mlduapore, the 
maftef of the fpies and meffengers. The governments which he 
gave to his nephews, the fons and grandfons of Hodgee, as well a» 
the interior eftablifhment of their families, were regulated by Gemoos. 
He encouraged ^e immenfe opulence of the Seats, and admitted them 
to his.moft fecret councila ; lie gave the government of Hughley 
and its diftridt, in which all the European fettlcments on the river 
are fituated, to Monikchund ; and after the aflaflination of Zaindee 
Hamed, he, would not trufl the government of Behar, notwithftauding 
its importance as a pro\dnce and a frontier, to Meer Jaffier, although 
his brother-in-law, and the firft officer in his army ; but gave it to 
the Gcntoo Ramnahan. The Rajahs, both of Bengal and Bchar, 
fought their protedlion and exemptions, from their fellow Gentoos, 
who were cflablifhed in his confidence, and contributed not a little 
to increafe their fortunes. Thus was the Gentoo connexion be- 
come the moft opulent influence in the government, of which it 
pervaded every department with fuch efficacy, that nothing of mo- 
ment could move without their participation or knowledge ; nor did 
they ever deceive their bcncfadlor, but co-operated to firengthen his 
adminiftration and relieve his wants ; and it is faid that the Seats 
alone gave him in one prefent the enormous fum of three millions 
of rupees, as a contribution to fupport the cxpences of the Morat- 
toe war. Warranted by fuch experience, Allaverdy recommended 
the policy of his own preference to his fucceflbr, and infi:ru£led his 
wife to inculcate the fime maxims after his dcceafc ; but he did 
not forefee that the great inteiiority of abilities in Surajah DowJah 
might turn to dangers the very means from which his ow'ii had 
derived fecurity, 

Surajah Dowdah immediately after the death of Allaverdy was 
proclaimed, and prepared to attack thp widow of Nowagis Ma- 
home^. Not more than one or two days after his acceffion he 
wrote a letter to the prefident of Calcutta, ordering him to deliver 
7 
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1756. up KilTendafs, with his treafures. The bearer of the letter was bro- 
* — — ' thcr of Rararamfing, the head of the fpies : he came in a fmall boat, 

and landed in the dilguile of a common pedlar on the 14 th of April, 
and immediately proceeded to Omichund’s, who, as the governor 
was abfciit at his country houfe, introduced him to Mr. Holwell, a 
member of the council, who fuperintended the police of the town. 
The next day it was deliberated what refolution fhould be taken con- 
cerning this meflenger. 

The governor returning the next day fummoned a council, of 
which the majority being prepoflefled againft Omichund, concluded 
that the meflenger was an engine prepared by himfelf to alarm them, 
and reftore his own importance ; and as the laft advices received from 
Coflimbuzar deferibed the event between Surajah Dowlah and the 
widow of Nowagis to be dubious, the council refblved that 
both the meflenger and his letter were too fufpicious to be re- 
ceived ; and thefervants, who were ordered to bid him depart, turned 
him out of the fadlory and off the fliore with infolence and dcrifion : 
but letters were difpatched to Mr. Watts, inflrudting liim to guard 
againft any evil confequcnce from this proceeding. 

It is probable that the report of the fpy, fupported by thy reprefen- 
tations of his brother, renewed the fame ideas which had induced 
Surajah Dowlah to accufe the Englifli fome days before to Allaverdy. 
He, however, concealed his refeiitment ; for when the vaqueel, 
or Gentoo agent employed by Mr. Watts reprefented at the 
Durbar the fufpicions which had induced the Englifli government 
to treat the meflenger as an impoftor, Surajah Dowlah fcarcely 
fliewcd any emotion or difplealure ; and neither Mr. Watts nor 
the prcfident received any farther injundions from him concerning 
Kiflendafs. 

In the beginning of April letters had been received from Eng- 
land, informing the prefidency that war with France was inevitable, 
and ordering them to put the fettlcment in a ftate of defence ; 
hut to do this was impoflible without building the fort anew. How- 
.ever, a great number of labourers were lent to repair a line of guns, 

2 which 
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which extended on the brink of the river in front of the weftcrn 

fide of the fort. 

In the mean time the widow of Allaverdy interpofed between her 
daughter and Surajah Dowlah, and at length prevailed on her to 
acknowledge him ; which (he had no fooner done than Surajah 
Dowlah put her into clofe confinement, and feized her palaces and 
treafures with the infant fon of his own brother. As foon as lie 
had quelled this enemy he proceeded with his whole army, confining 
of 50,000 men, againll the fon of Sid Hamct in Purnea. 

Notwithftandlng the diligence which had been employed to ex- 
pel the Ipies employed by the Nabob in Calcutta, fevcial found 
means to remain undifeovered ; and, inftigated moft probably by 
tlie head fpy, reprefented in their letters to the Durbar, that the 
English were very bufy in railing ftrong fortifications. The Na- 
bob, whofe cowardice eafily led him to believe any thing that 
alarmed his fears, gave fuch entire credit to the report, that on the 
day in which he began his march towards Purneah, he difpatched 
a letter to Mr. Drake, fignifying that he had been informed the 
Englifh were building a wall, and dig^ng a large ditch round the 
town of Calcutta ; and ordering him immediately to defift, and 
to deftroy all the works which had lately been added to the fortifi- 
cations. 

It was unfortunate, Mr. Watts had neglected to inform the pre- 
fidcncy of the complaint which Surajah Dowlah had made to Alla- 
verdy a little before his death, in the prefence of Mr. Forth; and 
of the converfatlon which enfued on that occafion t for whatfoever 
informations were now communicated were conlidcrcd as the arti- 
fices of the court to frighten the prelidcncy out of a fum of money ; 
whereas the converfation implied that Surajah Dowlah bore rancour 
againft the Englifh ; and that both he and Allaverdy had been 
attentive to their military proceedings. But, wanting this infor- 
mation, Mr. Drake thought that the truth \vould be his beft de- 
fence, and limply wrote a letter, importing, “ That the Nabob 
** had been mifinformed by thofe who had reprefented to him that 
** the Englifh were building a w.ill round the town ; that they had 
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** dttg no ditch fince the invafion of the Morattoe^, at tfrhlch time 
“ fuch a work was executed at the requeft of the Indian ihhabi- 
** tants, and with the knowledge and approbation of Allavfetdy ; that 
“ in the late war between England and Ftance the Ffenth had at- 
“ tacked and taken the town of Madrafs, contrary to the neu- 
“ trality which it was expected would have been preferved in 
“ the Mogul’s dominions ; and that there being at' preferit great 

appearance of another war between the ttvo nations, the Ehg- 
“ lilh were under apprehenfions that the French would adt in the 
“ fame manner in Bengal : to prevent wliich, they were repairing 
“ their line of guns on the bank of the river.” Few in Mr. 
Drake’s fituation would have apologized in any father manner : ne- 
verthelefs, confidering the charadter of Surajah Dowlah, and the 
dilpofition of his mind towards theEnglifh at this jundture, the an- 
fwer was improper ; becaufe it tended to make him believe that the 
impending war between the two nations would probably be brought 
into Bengal ; and becaufe it implied that he either wanted power or 
will to protedt the Englilh. Accordingly, when he received the 
letter on the 1 7th of Mtiy af Rajamahal, the perufal of it Irritated 
him to a degree of rage which aftonilhed all his officers, excep- 
ting one or two of his intimate favourites. He inflantly changed 
his refolution of proceeding further, ordered his army to march 
back without delay to Muxadavad, and fent forward a detachment 
of 300c men, to inveft the fort of Coflimbuzar. On the azd of 
May thefe troops arrived and furrounded it, but committed no hof- 
tilities ; and on the ift of June the Nabob himfelf came up with 
the main body of his army. 

The fort was juft ftrong enough to oblige an enemy to attack it 
with cannon : the baftions w'ere fmall : the curtains were only 
three feet thick, and ferved as the outward wall of a range of cham- 
bers, which with their terrafles imitated ramparts, and were on all 
fides overlooked from without by buildings within 100 yards, and 
there was neither ditch, nor even a pallifade, to interrupt the ap- 
proach to the very foot of. the walls: perhaps the jealouly of the 
government would not fuffer more ; none of the cannon were above 

nine 
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nine pouto4er3* moft were honey-combed, many of theit carriiijires 

decayed, and the ammunition did not exceed 600 charges. 'Fhe 

garrifon conlifted of 22 Europeans, moftly Dutchmen, and io 
Topaffes, 

The Nabob, Immediately on his arrival, fent a meflenger, ordering 
Mr. Watts to come to him, who at the fame time received a letter 
from the duan, Roydulub, affuring him of fafety; he neverthe- 
lefs delayed until Mr. Forth the furgeon went out and returned, 
accompanied by an officer, with the fame aflurances from Roy- 
dulub in perfon : on which he proceeded to the tent of Roydulub, 
and was introduced by him to tl^ Nabob, who received him with 
infolence and Inveftives ; immediately after which he was conduced 
into another tent, where feveral fecretaries and officers prepared a 
writing, importing, that the prefidency of Calcutta fhould within 
fifteen days level whatfoever new works they had railed \ that they 
ihould deliver up all tenants of the government who had taken pro- 
teilfon in the fettlement ; and that if it Ihould be proved that the 
company's duftucks, or paffports for trade, had even been given to 
fuch as were not intitled to them, what the government had been 
defrauded of by fuch praftices ihould be refunded. Mr. Watts, fur- 
rounded by menaces, ligned the paper, immediately after which 
the fame conclave ordered him to fend for Mr. Collet and Mr. Bat- 
fon, the two other members of the council ; who came and ligned 
likewife, and were detained with Mr. Watts in the camp. Tlie 
next day they received an order to furrender the fort ; but repre- 
ienting that this did not now depend on themfelves, no umbrage 
was taken at the delay of their conferences with one another, and 
their meffages to the garrifon, who, deeming the fort, as it really 
was, untenable, the Nabob’s officers, with a number of followers, 
were admitted on 4th of June ; who, inftead of fealing up what 
effefts they found, as the Nabob had ordered, Hole the greateft part ; 
and the foldiery, who took poffeffion of the faftoiy, infulted the 
garrifon with every kind of contumely and reproach. This beha- 
viour continued three days, and fb much alleged the mind of the 
VoL. IL I commanding 
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1756. commanding officer, Eniign Elliot, that he fliot himl^f through 
*“ ' • ' ^ the head. 

The cannon and ammuni tion were carried to the camp ; the 
foldiers were fent to the common prifon at Muxadavad ; Mr. Bat- 
fbn, one of the council, and the younger men in the company’s 
fervice, were permitted to retire to the French and Dutch faftories ; 
and MeiT. Watts and Collet, inftead of being employed as they 
expected to reprelent the will of Surajah Dowlah to the prefidency 
of Calcutta, were informed that they muft accompany him thither. 
None of the Nabob’s officers endeavoured to reftrain him from this 
rafli and violent reiblution ; they believed themfelves marching to 
the plunder of one of the moft opulent cities in the empire. But 
Seat Mootabray and Roopchund, the ions of the banker Juggutfcat, 
who had fucceeded to the wealth and employments of their father, 
and derived great advantages from the European trade in the pro- 
vince, ventured to reprefent the Englilh as a colony of inoffenfive 
and ufeful merchants, and eameftly entreated the Nabob to mode- 
rate his refentment againft them ; but their remonftrancea were 
vain ; and on the 9th of June the army began their march towards 
Calcutta. 

During thcfe proceedings, letters were daily difpatched from 
Calcutta, inftrufting Mr. Watts to afliire the Nabob that the prefi- 
dency was ready to obey his orders, to demoliih whatfoever addi- 
tions had bran made to thrir fortifications, and what other build- 
iiigs without the fort might have been reprefented to him as works 
intended for defence ; but none of thefe letters reached Mr. Watts, 
and were probably carried to the Nabob, whofe intentions they in- 
couraged. Coja Wazeed, the principal merchant of the province, 
who relided at Hughley, was likewife defired to interpofe his media- 
tion ; to whom the Nabob replied, that Mr. Drake had grievoufly 
offended him, and that he would not fuffer the Englifh to remaia 
in his country on any other terms than were allowed them in thn 
reign of the Nabob Jafficr. In the mean time, as the principal rea- 
Ibn affigned for Surajah Dowlah’s indignation was his belief, that 
the Englifh were erefting new fortifications, the dread of exafperating 

him. 
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him ftill more ufifortunately deterred the prefidency from taking 1756. 
the necellary meafures to oppofe, until there remained no longer * 

any hopes of appeafing him : and in this precarious fufpence twenty 
days, in which much might have been done, were fuffered to elaple 
unemployed. But on the 7 th of June, when news was received of 
the furrender of Coffimbuzar, they were convinced that they muft 
owe their fafety to refiftance. 

Letters were immediately difpatched to Madrafa and Bombay 
requefting reinforcements, but without any probability that any 
could arrive from either in time ; for the fea was Ihut by the fouth 
monfoon, and the meflengers of the country could not arrive at 
either of their deftinations in lefs than 30 days. As a relief nearer 
at hand, the French and Dutch prefidencies at Chandernagore and 
Chinchura were foiicited, as in a common caule, to enter into a de- 
fenfive alliance againft the Nabob ; but the Dutch pofitively refiifed, 
and the French infolently advifed the Engliih to repair to Chander- 
nagore, in which cafe they promifed them their protedlion. No 
reiburce therefore remained but In their own force, which was in- 
deed very inadequate to the conteft ; for, although the regular gar- 
rifon confifted of 264 men, and the inhabitants ferving as militia 
were 250; in all 514 men; yet only 174 of this number were 
Europeans, and of thefe not ten had ever feen any other than the 
fervice of the parade ; the reft were Topafles, Armenians, and Por- 
tugueze inhabitants, on w'hofe faith or fpirit no reliance could be 
placed. The number of Buxerries, or Indian matchlock men, 
were therefore augmented to 1 500 ; provifions were laid in ftore, 
and works of defence, fuch as the time would admit, were eredled. 

Whilft the Nabob was advancing, it was determined to take pof- 
feflion of the fort of Tannah, which lay about 5 miles below Calcutta 
on the oppofite Ihore, and commanded the narroweft part of the 
river between Hughley and the fea with 13 pieces of cannon. 

Two Ihips of 300 tons, and two brigantines, anchored before it early 
in the morning of the 13th of June; and as fbon as they began to 
fire, the Moorifh garrifon, which did hot exceed fifty men, fled : 
on which feme Europeans and Lafears landed j and having dif- 
I a abled 
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abled part of the cannon^ flung the reft into the river. But the 
next day they were attacked by a detachment of aooo men, fent 
from Hughley, who ftormed the fort, drove them to their boats, 
and then began to fire, with their matchlocks and two fmall field- 
pieces, on the veflels, which endeavoured in vain with their can- 
non and mulketry to diflodge them. The next day a reinforce- 
ment of 30 foldiers were fent from Calcutta, but the cannonade 
having made no impreffion, they and the veflels returned to the 
town. 

On the 13th likewife a letter was intercepted, written to Omi- 
chund, by the Nabob’s head Ipy, advifing him to fend his efFeas 
out of the reach of danger as loon as poflible s which confirming 
the fufpicions that were already entertained of Omichund’s con- 
du£l, he was immediately apprehended, and put under ftridt con- 
finement in the fort ; and a guard of twenty men was placed in his- 
houfe, that his efFe£ks might not be clandeflinely removed. His 
brother in law, Hazarimull, who had the chief management of his 
affairs, concealed himfelf in the apartments of the women, until 
the next day ; when the guard, endeavouring to take him, were 
refifted by the whole body of Omichund’s peons, and armed domef- 
ticks, amounting to 300 : feveral were wounded on both fides be- 
fore the fray ended ; during which, the head of the peons, wha 
was an Indj^u of a high caft, fet fire to the houfe, and, in order to* 
feve the women of the femily from the diftionour of being expofed 
tp flrangers^ entered their apartments, and killed, it is. faid, 
thirteen of them with his own hand ; after which, he ftabbed 
him^lfy hut, contrary to his intention, uot mortally. At the 
feme time, Kiflendafs was brought into the fort by another detach- 
ment. 

Meaun while the Nabob advanced with fucli uncommon diligence, 
that many of his troops died of fatigue, and many were killed by 
the fun, which at this feafon ftruck perpendicular on their heads : 
on. the 1 5th day of June, the 7th of their march, they arrived at 
Hnghky, whence they crofled the river in a vaft fleet of boats; 
many4i€'^i^<ih had accompanied the army from Muxadavad, and 
2 the 
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the reft had been aflembled at Hughky. Surajah Dcmlah had pre- 1756. 
vioufly fent letters to the Dutch and French fettlements at Chin- * — 
chura and Chandernagore, ordering them to affift him with their 
garrifons againft Calcutta ; and when his army was in fight of their 
iadlories, he repeated his fummons in more imperious terms ; but 
they pleaded the treaties fubfifting between their nations and the £n- 
glifti in "Europe : which denial he highly refented ; but fupprefled 
his indignation for the prefent, left they Ihould, as in a common 
caufe, take up arms in conjun^ion with the Englifh. But to thi» 
they were nothing inclined. 

The news of the enemy's approach was brought to Calcutta earl/ 
the next morning, the i6th of June; on which the militia and mi-* 
litary repaired to their pofts, and the Bnglifti women quitted theiif 
houics, and retired into the fort. Moft of the Indian inhabitant^ 
who had not already taken flight now deferred the town, and fled^ 
they knew not whither, to avoid the ftorm ; but the Portuguefe, or 
black Chriftians, availing themfelves of this title, flocked to the 
fort, into which more than 2000 of them, men, women, and chik 
dren, were imprudently admitted. --At noon the van of the Nabobs 
army, marching from the northward, appeared in fight of the com-* 
pany’s bounds, and, having neither reconnoitred nor gained intelli- 
gence, th^ remained ignorant that the Morattoe-ditch did not con- 
tinue round the limits, but left an opening without defences to the 
fouth. They therefore, without hefitation, advanced to attack the 
part which lay direftly before them, where a deep rivulet, without 
any hank behind it, fupplied the place of the Morattoe-ditch ; and the 
redoubt, called P erring's, which was one of the objefts of the Nabob’s 
difpleafure, flood on a point of land at the mouth of the rivulet ; 
but being only intended to command the river, this work had but 
one embrafure towards the land. Contiguous to the redoubt flood 
a bridge, which was the only pafliage over the rivulet ; on the 
other fide of which, within 100 yards, were thickets and groves,, 
through which lay the high road. A Ihip of 1 8 guns had been fta- 
tinned to the north of the redoubt, in order to flank the thickets 
the greateft of the company’s buxerries were aflembled here to 

defend 



The War op Bengal. Book VI. 

defend the rivulet ; and as the guard of the redoubt was only ao 
Europeans, 30 more, with two field-pieces, were fent from the 
fort to their afliftance. Four thoufand of the enemy’s match- 
locks with four pieces of cannon took pofleflion of the thickets, 
and from three in the afternoon until night kept up a conftant fire, 
the cannon againft the redoubt, the matchlocks every where. It was 
returned by the redoubt and the field-pieces, which were placed in 
the rear of the bridge and oppofite to the road, and the buxerries 
wherever they chofe. At midnight nothing was moving in the 
thickets ; for every man after eating his meal had, as ulual, betook 
himfelf to fleep ; which enfign Pifehard, who had ferved on the 
coaft of Coromandel, fufpeded from their filence, and crofling the 
rivulet at midnight with his party, feized and Ipiked the four pieces 
of cannon, beat up and drove all the troops out of the thickets, and 
returned without the lofs of a man. 

The Jemautdar of Omichund’s peons, wounded as he was, had 
caufed himfelf to be tranfported to the enemy’s camp ; and by his 
advice they defifted from renewing the attack on the nortli, and the 
whole army moved to the eaftward of the company’s bounds, into 
which feveral parties entered through palfeges which there were no 
troops to defend. In the afternoon they fet fire to the great bazar, 
or market, within half a mile north-eaft of the fort, and took pof- 
feffioii of the quarter inhabited by the principal Indian merchants, 
which commenced half a mile, to the north, and extended moftly 
along the bank of the river. A party was fent to drive them away, 
and retuned with feme prifoners, who reported that the enemy in- 
tended the next day to make a general attack upon the out-pofts ; on 
which the party was recalled from Perring’s redoubt to the north 
of the bounds ; and every one pafled the night under arms. 

The fort of Calcutta, called Fort- William, was fituated near the 
river, and nearly half way between the northern and fouthem ex- 
tremities of the company’s territory. Its fides to the eaft and weft 
extended 210 yards ; the fouthern fide 130, and the northern 100 ; 
it had four baftions, mounting each 10 guns : the curtains were 
only four feet thick, and, like the factory of Cofiimbuzar, ter- 

ralles, 
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rafles, which were the roofs of chambers, formed the top of the 1756. 
ramparts; and windows belonging to thefe chambers were in '"■v— ^ 
{everal places opened in the curtains : the gate-way on the 
eaftera fide projefted, and mounted five guns, three in front, 
and one on each flank towards the baftions : under the weftern 
face and on the brink of the river, was a line of heavy cannon, 
mounted in embrafures of folid mafonry; and this work was 
joined to the two weftern baftions by two flender walls, in 
each of which was a gate of pallifadoes. In the year 1747, 
warehoufes had been built contiguous to the fouthern curtain, and 
projefting on the out-fide, between the two baftions, rendered them 
ufelefs to one another; however, the terralfes of thefe ware- 
houfes were ftrong enough to bear the firing of three pounders 
which were mounted in barbett over a flight parapet. 

The houfes of the Englifli inhabitants occupied the ground fix 
hundred yards towards the eaft, and half a mile to the north and 
fouth of the fort ; but lay fcattered in fpacious and feparate inclo- 
fures ; and feveral of them overlooked the fort ; as did the Englifli 
church, which flood oppofite to the N. e. baftion ; under thefe dif- 
advantages the fort was deemed fo little capable of defence, that 
it was nefolved to oppofe the enemy in the principal ftreets and 
avenues. 

Accordingly three batteries, each mounting two eighteen poun- 
ders, and two field pieces, were creftcd : one oppofite to the eaftern 
gate of the fort, at the diftance of 300 yards, in the principal 
avenue, which continued in a ftraight line to the eaftward as far as 
the Morattoe ditch ; this battery adjoined on the left to the gate- 
way of an inclofure, in which, at the dilbnce of a few feet, flood 
a very fpacious houfe of one floor, in which the mayor’s court and 
aflizes uled to be held. A crofs-road paflTed from n. to s. along the eaf- 
tern curtain of the fort ; but 200 yards n . of it, this road loft fight of the 
fort, by a fliort turning towards the nvci , along the bank of which it 
continued ftreight to the n. in a ftreet formed by houfes oil' one fide, 
ajid the walls of inclofures on the other neareft the river : at tlie 
upper end of this ftreet, juft beyond the turning, was another battery.. 
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1 756. The rhirti was In the crofs-road3oo yards to the fouth of the fort, but 

* the ground between was clear. Breaft-works with pallifadoes were 

credted in the Imaller inlets at a diftance, and trenches dug 'acrofs 
the more open grounds. Between the north battery and the 
caftern, or that at the mayor’s court houfe, there were only two 
inlets, both of which led into a fpot lying on the eaftern fide of the 
crofs-road between the church and a houfe belonging to Mr, Eyre. 
But the ground immediately to the fouth-eaft of the fort, was much 
more open ; and partof this fpacewas occupied by a large inclofure, called 
fTbe Park ; the north fide of which Ikirted the principal avenue leading 
to the eaftern battery, the weftem fide extended 200 yards along 
the fide of the crofs-road towards the fouthern battery, and the eaftern 
fide fkirted one fide of a rope-walk about fixty yards broad. Along 
the other fide of this rope-walk ftood three Englilh houfes, all 
within effedive mulket (hot of the eaftern battery ; which, being 
• credled at the north-eaft angle of the park, might by turning a gun 
to the fouth, fcour the whole length of this rope-walk, but could 
not fo well command the entrance into a fmall lane, which led into 
the farther end of the rope-walk from the Ibuth-eaft, This pafs 
was of confequence ; for the enemy might from hence proceed to 
the fouth wall of the park, and then continue along it without in- 
terruption to feveral houfes, which extended along the crofs-road, 
almoft from the fouth- weft angle of the park to the backfide of the 
fouthern battery, which ftood 100 yards farther on in the crofs 
road : about 200 yards eaft of this battery, and about the fame dif- 
tance to the fouth of the lane laft mentioned lay another palTage, 
which gave inlet into a large opening, fouth of the park; from 
whence the enemy might with even more facility penetrate to the 
fame houfes commanding the fouthern battery. ]^th thefe paiTes 
were therefore carefully fecured. Immediately in front of the 
fouthern battery the road was arched over a deep and miry gully, 
which continued to the river; but, as this battery was thought 
Icfs tenable than either of the other two, another was ere6^ed 200 
yards behind it, acroft the fame road, and within 100 of the fort, 
about the midway of the weftem fide of the park-wall. 


The 
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The eneniy> a& it had been Qxpedted, attacked the out pods on the 
1 8th in the morning. At eight o*clock one of their divifious ad- 
viced to the ibuthem battery, and, taking poiiedion of feveral 
houies htuated on each tide of the road beyond it, fired from their 
matchlocks, and from their wall-pieces, an engine of much greater 
efficacy, carrying a ball of three ounces ; the. two eighteen pounders, 
which were mounted on the battery, cannonaded thehoufes, in order 
to diflodge them, but without efFeid. 

At break of day, two field-pieces with a platoon of Europesms 
had been detached from the eaftem battery to a flight barricaded 
work at foine diftance in the avenue ; and 40 buxerries under a good 
officer had likewife been lent to take poll in the incloflire of the 
goal, which lay about too yards beycxid the battery, on the right 
band of the avenue ; the walls of this inclofure were high, and 
holes had been Itruck throij^h, to admit the firing of the two field- 
pieces, in cafe the enemy Ihould gain their way, and oblige thole 
at the barricade to retreat to the goal.. About'nine o’clock, a mul- 
titude of fome thoufands, armed with match and firelocks, advanced 
from the Morattoe ditch, along the avenue. They were flopped by 
the qmck firing of the two field-pieces, which loon after dilperfed 
them but they retreated into the thickets on either hand, and, fe- 
cure under that Ihclter, kept up an inceflant, although irregular, 
fire on the barricade; neverthelefs, the party there maintained 
their ^fl two hours, when feveral being killed, and more wounded, 
the reft retreated, wnth the field pieces to the goal : at the fame time 
the enemy, infleac^qf advancing along the avenue, proceeded through 
by-wap, and '||E^|)Ofleffion of the three Englilh houfes which flood 
along thft4Pl|fi»^l^, al^iVerlm^ the back part of the goal, on 
w^i<^||il^l|fy fired fd^fhaly from the windows and terrafles, that in 
a4MIK'th}tiutes the$r killed fix buxerries, and wounded four or five 
Europeans ; on which the reft quitted the inclofure, leaving the 
field pieces behind, and returned to the battery at the Mayor’s Court. 

The battery to the north was likewile attacked about nine o’clock, 
but here the eriemy did not find the lame advantages as at the other 
two ; for the ffiniiikwas jrutow, and the inclofures which Ikirted it 
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on the fide next the river afforded no flielter that was not over-looked 
by the battery itfelf ; and, on the other fide, the only houfes which 
commanded it were contiguous to one another, and did not extend 
more than fixty yards beyond; and in each of them were polled four 
or five Europeans. The firft fire from the battery difperfed the di- 
vifion which was marching along the ftreet to attack it,' and de- 
terred them from appearing again in a body : neverthelefs they re- 
mained in the crofs ftreets, from which two or three at a time fre- 
quently ufed to come out, fire at random, and. then retreat. A 
platoon, with a field-piece, was detached to drive them out of the 
crofs frreets ; which they eafily effcfred, and then proceeded along 
the northern ftreet, until they loft fight-of. the batteiy ; when the 
enemy, taking advantage of their error,' returned through the crofs 
ftreets, to cut off their retreat, but yielded again to the field-piece 
and the fire of the platoon. Soon after, the whole body of the 
enemy, w;hich had been appointed to this attack, went away, and 
joined thofe who were'tsm^loyed againft the eaftern battery. 

At noon the attacks m'all parts ceafed at once, and every thing 
remained quiet until two, when the enemy recommenced their fire 
upon the eaftern battery, not only from the three houfes in the 
rope walk, but alfo from two others on the left hand of the aveawe ; 
from which ftations neither the two eighteen-pounders on tl»:bat-r 
tery, nor the cannon from the fort, were able to diflodge them. 
The enemy’s fire was lb incefiTant, that only the men neceflary to 
ferve the guns -were fufiered to remain m battery, whilft the reft 
took Ihelter in the mayor’s court-houfe, worn, whence the place of 
thofe who were either killed or wounded at the guns was occa- 
fiondly fupplied. About four o’clock in the afternoon, 9 multitude 
of the enemy forced the palifade at the forther end of the rope- 
walk, although defended by a feijeant and twenty men ; and rulhed 
down the walk 'with fo much impetuofity towards the eaftern bat- 
tery, that the gpinners had icarcely time Co turn one of the eighteen 
'funders againft thens however, the firft difoharge of grape ^ot 
, , ^^^d, apd a few tA0K drove them to leek Ihelter in the.foyfjix^t 
W/many of them Joined thofe who ]p|P^in 
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fronn which the fire inpreafed fo iftuch, that at five o’clock Captain 1756# 
Clayton^ the military officer who commanded in the battery, fent * — 

Mr.' HolwelU who a£led*as a lieutenant under him, to reprefent to 
the governor the impofii^iity of maintaining this poft any longer, 
unlefs it was immediatel^^reinforced with cannon and men, fuffi- 
cient to drive the enemyf.but of the houfes: but before Mr. Hol- 
well returned, Captaiiif Clayton was preparing to retreat, having 
already fpiked up two iS pounders and one of the field-pieces ; and 
the whole detachment fbon after marched into the fort with the 
other. They were fcarcely arrived before the enemy took poffeffion 
of the battery, and exprefled their joy by pxceffive ihouts. 

The two other batteries had remaned unmolefted fince noon ; 
but a party had been detached from the fbuthcrn, to defend the pali- 
fade to the eaft of it, which was overlooked by two large houfes, 
one on each hand : a ferjeant and twelve men, belonging to the 
military, pofted themfelves in one of thp houfes ; and a lieutenant 
with nine of the militia, all of whom were young men in the mer- 
caitile fervice of the company, took pofTeffion of the other : the 
fire from both defended the pafs until the eaftem battery was de- 
ferred, when, all the ground from hence to the two houfes being 
open/ numbers of the enemy gathered in the ground on the infidc of 
the palifade, and began to attack the two houfes, which animating 
tho&^who were attacking the palifade on the other fide, they at 
length tore it down, and joined thofe already within. The ferjeant 
with the twelve military faw their danger before the enemy had 
made proper difpofitions to prevent their efcape, and quitting the 
houfe in which they had been ftationed, proceeded by by-ways 
which they knew to the fouthern battery ; but did not give notice 
of their retreat to thofe of the militia in the other houfe ; who foon 
after feeing themfelves furrounded, without hopes of fuccour or 
relief, came out in a compaft body, determined to fight their way 
to the fort ; but two, whofe names were Smith and Wilkinfon, fe« 
parated from the reft, and were immediately intercepted; the 
enemy, how«i^. of^red them quarter, which Smith refufed, and, 
it is faid, (lewTwe men before he foil ; on which Wilkinfon fur- 
^ , K .a ’ rendered. 
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rendered* and was immediately cut to pieces. The other 
‘ always prefeiiting and rarely firing* got to the fouth weft angle of 
the park* when the guns* as well of the fort, as of the batteiy 
which had been raifed acrofs the road leadmg to it, midway of tl^ 
Weft fide of the park-wall, deterred the enemy from aceompanying 
them any farther. The detachments at all the three batteries, the 
two to the Ibuth, and that to the north of the fort, were now re- 
called ; and boats were fent* which foon after brought away Enfign 
Plfchard* and the guard of ao mffiu, which was remaining at 
Perring’s redoubt to the north. 

The batteries had been ^o much relied upon as the beft defences of 
the fettlement, that the dcfertion of them on the very firft day they 
were attacked created general confternation ; and the uproar of 1 500 
black Porttigueze in the fort increafed the confufion. Of the 
l/afcars, who hadi been inlifted to ferve the cannon, not more than 
twenty, and of the buxerries not one, remained. The Armenian 
and Poitugueze militia were ftupified ilirith fear. However, the 
Englifh ftill prefcrvcd their courage, and fmall parties were detached' 
to the church, to Mr. Eyres, oppofite the angle of the north-eaft 
baftion* to Mr. Crutten^n’s on the north* and to the governor’s 
houfe on the fouth, all which commanded the ramparts. In the 
mean time the enemy had drilled the three guns which had been 
Ipiked and left in the eaftem battery, and turned them on the fort;/ 
whilft numbers of their troops, flieltering themfelyes in the trenches = 
which had been dug in the park* and behind the walls o£ that in-- 
dofure* kept a conftant fire of fmall arms oft'^e ramparts. 

A Blip and feven fmaller veffcls, belonging to the fettlement, lay- 
before the fort ; and boats, with the natives who plied therai had’ 
been carefully referved. As- night approached, it was xefolved tOi 
fend all the European women on board the fhip; two, of the council 
fuperintended their embarkation, and were accomfanied by ieveral 
of the militia. Before eight o*felock the party at' the governor’s, 
houfe, having been much galled by the enemy from the next houle 
to the fouth, were recatfed ; t^eir retreat expo fed die range of ware- 
houfos adjoining to the foutk curtain, whi^ was me weakeft parr 
'•i'f of- 
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of the fort, becaaifo unfianked by any baftion ; and at midnight the 
enemy were heard approaching to efcalade the terrafles of thcfe ware- 
houib. On which the governor ordered the drums to beat the ge- 
neral alarm : but although this fummons was thrice repeated, not a 
man^ appeared in obedience to it, excepting thofe who were on duty ; 
hut the enemy, fuppofing the garrifon prepared, retreated. 

At two in the morning a ' general council of war was held, to 
which all the Englilb, excepting the common ibldiers, were ad- 
mitted ; and after debating two hours, whether they ftiould imme- 
diately efcape to the fliips, or defer the retreat until the next night, 
the council broke up, without any regular determination : but as of 
the two propofals the firft was not -carried into eifecution, it was by 
many believed that the other was adopted. 

The enemy renewed their attacks as icon as the morning appear- 
ed, by which time they had mounted three guns near the fouth— 
weft angle of the park, from virhence, as well as from the eaftern* 
battery, (hey now e«monaded the fort, wfrilft their matchlock men 
from feverd houfes, and behind the walls of inclofures, fired? 
upon the feveral houfes in which parties were remaining, as well 
as upon the bafrions and ramparts. They had not, however, ven- 
tured to take poiTellion of the governor's houfe to the fouth, not- 
withfranding it had been evacuated fo many hours; and another 
party under the command of Eniign Pifehard was fent thither early 
in the morning. Ever and anon^fbme one of the defenders was 
killed or wounded : but, although ten times the number of the 
enemy fdl, their lofs ioi^o great a multitude was fcarcely felt, and 
immediately fupplied.. Before nine, Enfign Pifehard returned to- 
the fort, wounded, and was followed by his party ; . on which the 
detachments in the church and the two odier. houfes were likewife- 
recalled, and the pofts they quitted were immediately taken pof— 
frilion of by the enemy, whofe courage and activity increafed withu- 
their fuccefr, whilfr terror and .confuhon prevailed more and moter* 
in the garrifom 

Many of the boats had deferted in the nighty and in the morning,., 
11(1^ k was intended. to. ihipofr the Portuguese women. and chil*^ 
3 * dren^ 
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1756. dren, tke voice of order was lou amongft this affrighted multiti^* > 
of which every one preffing to be firft embarked, the boats were 
filled with more than they could carry; and feveral were overfet. 
Moft of thofe who had crouded 'into them were drowned, and 
fuch as floated with the tide to the fhore, were cither made pri- 
foners or maffacred; for the enemy had taken poffeflion of all 
the houfes and inclofures along the banks of the river, from 
which ftations they fliot fire-arrows into the fliip and vefl’els, in 
hopes of burning them. None of the garrifon who had embarked 
with the EngUlh Women had returned to the Ihore, and their 
. fright being much increafed by the fire-arrows, they, without 
ders from the gpvi^npr, femove# the fhip from her ftation befoie 
the fort to Gfovindpore, three miles lower down the river; on 
which all the other veflels weighed their anchors llkewife, and fol- 
lowed the fhip : and to increafe the evil effeds of their retreat, k 
happened at the very time when the^detachments from the fort were 
obliged to abandon the adja^nt hc^fesl in this hour of trepidation 
- many of the Englifh imlitia, feeing Ihe^^veflels under fail, were terri- 
fied with the apprehenfion of Jofing this opportunity of cfcaping, 
and quitted the (hore. The governor, utterly unexperienced in mili- 
tary affairs, had hitherto foewn no averfion to expofc his perfon 
wherever his prefence was neceflary. He had early in the morning 
vifited the ramparts ; and after the retreat of the detachments from 
the houfes, when an alarm was given that the enemy were en- 
deavouring to force their way through the^ate of palifadoes in the 
wall between the fouthern baftion and thdP^ of guns, had repwred 
thither, and ordered two field-pieces to be pointed towards the gate ; , 
but found none willing to obey him. Soon after, a man came and 
whilpeted to him, that all the gun-powder remaining in tKe ma- 
gazines was damp and unfit, for forvice; although difmayed by this 
information, he refrained from divulging it, and endeavoured to 
reduce the confofion which prevailed every where dll ten o'clockj^ 
when perceiving th^^nly two boats remained at the wharf, in one 
of which feveral o^lls.JUfqujaintance were preparing to efcape, the 
dread of besUg expofed to tho^^tment of Surajah Dowli^i^ 
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had to put him to death, prevailed over all other 

panick-ftruck, he hurried into the other boat, 
^hg warning to the ^rrifon : the military commanding 
ai^ feveral others who faw him embark, followed his ex- 
amplip« 'and accompanied him to the ihip. 

‘The aftonifliment of thofe who remained in the fnxt was not 
l^tet than their indignation at this defortion ; and nothing was 
heard for fome time hut execrations againfo the fugitives. How- 
ever, the - concourfo foon proceeded to deliberation, when Mr. 
Pearkes, the eldeft member of the council in the fort, religned his 
right of command to Mr. Holwell. The whole number of militia 
«nd military now remaining amounted only to 190 men; and 
two or threee boats being returned to the wharf, the new governor, 
in order to prevent any more defertions, locked the weftern gate 
leading to^ river. 

The lliip which had been ftationed at the northern redoubt Hill 
reooained^ there ; and the garrifon, having determined to defend 
themfelvds vigoroufly until they could repair on board of her, an 
officer was di^Jatched in a boat with orders to the captain to bring 
her dowi| immediately to the fort. But the reliance upon this re- 
fource w|a of fhort duration ; for the Ihip coming down ftruck on 
a^fand-ba^k, and was immediately abandoned by the crew. In the 
mean tin^ the fort was warmly attacked, and bravely defended until 
the enem^ ceafed hHng at noon : neither did they renew their cfFovts 
with mudh vigour during4;he reft of the day, or the fucceeding night ; 
but employed themfelvei^n fetting fire to all the adjacent houfes, 
exceptbig thofe which command^ the ramparts. In this interval 
the garrifon continually threw out fignals, flags by day and fires^ 
by night, calling the veflels at Govindpore to return to the fort : 
but this their laft expeflation of relief waolikewife difappointed, for 
not a Angle veffel came to their affiftance^ 

The next morning the enemy recommenced their attacks, with 
greater numbers than ever ; said whilft fome of the garrifon were 
expofing themfehres with much refolution, others were entreating 
JIdL Holwell to capitulate; who, to calm the minds of fuch as 

defponded,‘ 
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X756. deTp^^de'cly at fun-rife, tVew a letter from the rampart, Wki^en 
by die prifoner. Omichund, to Monickchund, the governor 6f 
Hughley, who commanded a confiderable body of troops in die 
army before the fort, requefting him to intercede with the Nabob 
to ceafe hoftilities, (ince the Englifli were ready to obey his com- 
mands, and only perfifted in defending the fort to preferire their 
lives and honour. The letter was taken up, but the enemy ncver- 
thelefs continued their attacks until noon, when a large body at- 
tempted to efoalade the northern curtain, under cover of a ftrong 
fire of their fmall arms from Mr. Cruttenden’s houfe ; but, after 
perfevering half an hour, th^ were repulfed, and the fire on all’ 
the other quarters of the fort ceafed as foon as this body retreated.'® 
In thefe few hours twenty-five of the garrifon had been killed, or 
were lying defperately wounded, and feventy more had received 
(lighter hurts ; and the common foldiers having broke open the 
ftore-houfe of arrack, were intoxicated beyond all fenfe of duty. 

At two the enemy appeared again, but afked faintly ; and at four 
a man was difcovered advancing, with a flag of truce in his hand, 
which Mr, Holwell, at the general requeft, anfwered with another 
on the fouth-eaft baftion, from whence he at the fame time threw a 
letter which he had prepared, addrefled to the duah, Roydulub, 
of the fame purport as that which Omichund had written in the 
morning to Monickchund. A parley enfued, during which many 
-of the enemy flocked to the eaftem gate of the fort, and to the 
gate of palifadoes near the fouth-weft b|[tion, both which they 
attempted to cut down ; whilft greater numbers, with fcaling lad- 
ders endeavoured to mount the warehoufes to the fouth : a fhot 
was likewife fired, which wounded Mr. Bailley, as he was ftanding 
on the 8. E. baftion with Mr. Holwell, who immediately ran down 
to bring men to the ram^rts : but few obeyed, and thofe who 
would have been willing had retired to various parts of the fort to 
^ get fleep ; and whilft fearch was making for them, the drunken 

foldiers, intending to efcape to the river, broke open the weftem 
gate of the fort, juft as a body of the enemy had forced the gate of 
^alifades, and were ruftiing to atta(pk this likewife, which they 

found 



Book'VI. StTRAJAB DoWLAir. 

foun4 opeaing : others at the fame time had efcaladed the ware>houfc3* 
In this confiifion no refiftance was made,^ and eveiy one furren- 
dering his arms, the Nabob’s troops refrained from bloodflied; 
but about ao of the garrifon ran to the n. w. baftion, and dropped 
from the embrafures, where fame efcaped along the flime of the 
river, and others were furrounded and taken prifoners. 

At five the Nabob entered the fijrt, accompanied by his general 
Meer JafBer, and moft of the principal officers of his army. He 
immediately ordered Omichund and Kiflendafs to be brought be- 
fore him, and received them with civility; and having bid fome of- 
ficers go and take pofTeffion of the company’s treafury, he proceeded 
to the principal apartment of the faftojy, where he fat in ftate and 
received the compliments of his court and attendants in magnificent 
expreffions of his prowefs and good fortune. Soon after he fent for 
Mr. Holwell, to whom he exprefled much refentment at the pre- 
fumption of the Englifli in daring to defend the fort, and much dif- 
latis£a£kion at the fmallncfs of the fum found in the treafury, which 
did not exceed 50,000 rupees. Mr. Holwell had two other confe- 
rences with him on this fubjed before feven o’clock, when the 
Nabob difmilTed him with repeated aflurances, on the word of a 
Ibldier, Jthat he Ihould fuffer no harm. 

Mr. ijolwell, returning' to his unfortunate companions, found 
them alTcmbled and furrounded by a ftrong guard. Several build- 
ings on the north and fouth fides of the fort were already in flames, 
which approached with fo thick a fmoke on either hand, that the 
prifoners imagined their enemies had caufed this conflagration, in 
order to fuffocate them between the two fires. On each fide of the 
eaftern gate of the fort extended a range of chambers adjoining to 
the curtain ; and before the chambers a varanda, or open gallery : it 
was of arched mafonry, and intended to (helter the foldiers from 
the fun and rain, but being low, almoft totally obftrudted the 
chambers behind from the light and air ; and whilft fome of the 
guard were looking in other parts of the faflory for proper places 
to confine the prifoners during the night, the reft ordered them to 
aflemble in ranks under the varanda on the right hand of the gatc- 

VoL. II. L way ; 
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way ; wRere they remamed for fortifr tirtie with fo little <rf 

their impending^ fate, that th^ kughed amdng theittfelVea at tfcd 
leeming oddity of this dilfxjfiticm, and amuled theniiekes wkh tott« 
jefturing what they (hould ftexr be oitfofed to do. ilbddt eight 
o’clock, thofe who had been font t© exaihine the fWffts rej[)ori!ed 
that they had found none fit for the porpofe. Oft ’V<i*hidi the prin- 
cipal officer commanded the prilbaers to go into one of the roetais 
which flood behind theni along the vafanda. It was the common 
dungeon of the garriibn, who irfod to call it T&e Stack Sole. Many 
of the prifoners knowing the place, began to expoftulate ; upon which 
the officer ordered his men to cut down thofe who hefitated; otr 
which the priloners obeyed. But before all were within, the room 
was fa thronged, that tlie laft entered with difficulty. The guard 
immediately doled and locked the door ; confining 146 perlbns in 
a room not 20 feet fcjuare, with only two fmall windows, and thefe 
obftru£led by the varanda. 

It was the hotteft feafon of the year; and the night uncomrrtdnty 
lultry even at this feafon. The exceffive prclfure bodies 

.Tgainft one another, and the intolerable heat which prevailed as foon 
as the door \<ras fhut, convinced the prifonji?^ that it was impoffible 
to live througli the night in this horribfe confinement ; and violent 
attempts were immediately made tb ?brce the door ; but without 
tlild:, for it opened inward': on which many began to give a loofe 
to rage. Mr. Holwcll, who had placed himfelf at one of the 
windows, exhorted them to remain compofed both in body and 
mind, as the only means of furviving the night, and his remon- 
ferances produced a Ihort interval of quiet ; during which he applied 
to an old Jemautdar, who bore feme marks of humanity in his 
countenance, promifing to give him a thoufand rupees in the morn- 
ing, if he would feparate the prilbners into two chambers. The 
old man went to tiy, but returning in a few minutes, faid it was 
Impoliiblc; when Mr. Holwell offered him a larger fum; on which 
lie retired once more, and returned with the fatal fentence, that' rio 
relief could be expelled, becaufe the Nabob was afleep, and rio one 
dared to wake him. 


In 
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In the mean time every minute had increafed tlicir luftliing?. 
I'lie firft effect pf tlieir confinement was a profufe and continued 
fweat^ which foon produced intolerable thirft, lucceeded by excru- 
ciating pains in the bread, with difficulty of breathing little fhojt 
of fnfibcation. Various means were tried to obtain more room 
and air. Every one dripped off his deaths; every hat was put in 
motion; and thefe methods affording no relief, it was propoied 
that they fhould all fit dovtm on their hams at the fame time, and 
after remaining a little while in this pofture, rife all together. This 
fatal expedient was thrice repeated before they had been confined 
an hour ; and every time, feveral unable to rear themfelves up again, 
fell, and were trampled to death by their companions. Attempts were 
. again made to force the door, which, failing as before, redoubled 
their rage : but the thirft increafing, nothing but water ! water ! 
became foon after the general cry. The go^ Jemautdar imme- 
diately ordered feme fiuns of water to be brou^t to the windows ; 
but, inftead bf relief, hjs benevolence became a more dreadful caufe 
of deffyudion ; for the fight of the water threw every one into fuch 
.exceffive agitations and ravings, that, unable to refill: this violent 
impulfe of nature, none could wait to be regularly ferved, but eacli 
with the utmoft ferocity battled againft thcefe who were likely to 
get it before him; and in thefe confiifts many were either preffed 
to dealjl by the efforts of others, or fuffecated hy their own. This 
feene, jnftead of producing compaffion in the guard without, only 
excited, their mirth ; and they held up lights to the bars, in order 
to have tl]K diabolical fatlsfadion of feeing the deplorable contentions 
.of the fufferers within ; who, finding it impoffible to^get any water 
wbilft it was thus furioufly difputed, at length foftcred thofe who 
were neareft to the windows, to convey i& in their hats to thofe be- 
hind them. It pmved no relief either to their thirft, or other fuf- 
feiings ; for the fever encreafed every moment with the cncreafing 
depravity of the- air in the dungeon, which had been fe- often re- 
fpired, and waa faturated with the hot and deleterious effluvia of 
putrifying bodies ; of which the ftench was lirtfelefs tlum mortal. 
Before midnight, all who were alive and had not- partaken of the 
La air 
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1756. air at the windows/ were either in a lethargic ftupefa£lion, or rav- 
ing with delirium. Every kind of invedtive and abufe was uttered, 
in hopes of provoking the guard to put an end to their miferies, by 
firing into the dungeon ; and whilff fome were blafpheming their 
creator with the frantic execrations of torment in defpair, heaven 
was implored by others with wild and incoherent prayers ; until the 
weaker, exhaufted by thefe agitations, at length laid down quietly, 
and expiicd on the bodies of their dead or agonizing friends. Thole 
who ftill furvived in the inward part of the dungeon, finding that 
the water had afforded them no relief, made a laft effort to obtain 
air, by endeavouring to fcramble over the heads of thofe who flood 
between them and the windows; where the utmoft ftrength of 
every one was employed for two hours, either in maintaining his 
own ground, or in endeavouring to get that of which others were in 
poflefiion. All regards of compalfion and affodion were lofl, and 
no one would recede or give way for the relief of another. Faintnefs 
Ibmetimes gave fhort paufes of quiet, but the firfl motion of any one 
renewed the flruggle through all, under which ever and anon fome 
one funk to rife no more. At two o*clock not more thwi fifty re- 
mained alive. But even this number were too many to partake 
of the faving mr, the conteft for which and life, continued 
until the morn, long implored, began to break j and, with the 
hope of relief, gave the few-furvivors a view of the dead. The fur- 
vivors then at the window, finding that their intreaties could not 
prevail on the guard to open the door, it occurred to Mr. Cooke 
the fecretary of the council, that Mr. Holwell, if alive, might have 
more influence to obtain their relief ; and two of the company un- 
dertaking the fearch, difcovered him, having Hill fome figns of life* 
but when they brought him towards the window, every one refufed 
to quit his place, excepting Captain Mills, who with rare gencio- 
fity offered to refign his ; on which the reft likewife agreed to 
room. had fcarcely b^n to recover his fenles, before an of- 
ficer, feHt-!^ the Nabob, came and enquired if theEnglifh chief 
furvived ; and foon after the fame man returned with an order to 
Open the prifon. The dead were fo thronged, and the furvivors had 
4 fo 
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ib little ftrength remaining, that they were employed near half an 
hour in removing the bodies^ which lay agaiuft the door„ before 
,they could clear a paffage to go out- one at a time; when of one 
hundred and forty-fix who went in, no more than twenty-three 
came out alive, the ghaftlieft forms that ever were fcen alive. The 
Nabob’s troops beheld them, and the havock of death from which 
they had efcaped, with indifference ; but did not prevent them from 
removing to a diftancc, and, were inunediately obliged, by the 
intolerable ftench, to clear the dungeon, whilA otheis dug a ditch 
on the outfide of the fort, into- which dl the dead bodies were pro- 
mifcuoufly thrown. . 

Mr. Holwell, unable to fland, was loon after carried to the 
Nabob, who was fo far from Ihewing any companion for his con- 
dition, or remorfe for the death of the other prifoners, that he only 
talked of the treafures which the EngUlh had buried ; and threaten* 
ing him with farther injuries, if he perfiftedLin concealing them, 
ordered him to be kept a prifouer. The officers to whofb charge he 
was delivered, put him into fetters, together with Meffrs. Court and 
Walcot, who were likewife fuppofed to know fomething of the 
treafures; the reft of the furvivors, amongft whom were Meflrs, 
Cooke and, Mills, were told they might go where they pleafod ; but 
an Ekigliflv woman, the only one of her fex amongft the fiafterers^ 
was referv^d for the ieraglio of the general Mecr Jaffier. The dread 
of remaining any longer within the reach of fuch barbarians deter* 
mined moft of them to remove immediately, as far as their ftrength 
enabled them, from the fort, and moft tended towards the veffils 
which were ftiil in fight ; but when they reached Govindpore in the 
fouthern part of the company’s bounds, they were informed that 
guards were ftationed to prevent any perfons from paffing to the 
veflels, on which moft of them took Ihelter in deforted huts, where 
fome of the natives, who had ferved the Engliffi in diflerent employ- 
ments, came and adminiftered to their immediate wants; Two or 
three however ventured, and got to the veflfels before fim-let. Their 
appearance and the dreadful tale they had to tell were the fevereft 
of reproaches to thofo on .board, whQ,mtent only on their own pre- 

fomtion. 
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1 7 ,,6. fervation, had made no eflbrts to facilitate the efcapc of the reft of 
the garrifon : never perhaps was fuch an opportunity of performing 
an heroic a£lion fo ignomiiiioufly neglcfted : for a fingle (loop, with 
fifteen brave men on boatd, might, in fpite of all the efforts of the 
enemy, have come up, and, anchoring under the fort, have carried 
away all who fuftered in the dungeon. 

But the trepidation on board of all the veffels had been fo great, 
that, having failed In the morning in order to proceed lower down 
the river, the fire from the fort of Tannah, where the enemy had 
again mounted feveral pieces of cannon, drove a fnow and a floop 
afhore ; on which the reft returned to the ftation they had quitted at 
Govmdpore, where they remained until the 24th, when they were 
joined by two fhips from Bombay, which came up the river, and 
had liiftained the fire of Tannah without any hurt. Encouraged by 
this example and reinfiircement, the fleet again weighed anchor, and 
proceeding witli better condudl, pafled the fort of Tannah with the 
lofs of only two kfcars : on the 25th they pafi&d Buzbuzia, another 
fort twenty miles lower down, wherd the enemy were only preparing 
to mount cannon : here another veflel was ftranded by bad navi- 
gation; on the 26th they arrived at Fulta, a town with a market, 
which is the ftation of all the Dutch Ihipping. The Ibutherly 
monfoon which prevailed at this time rendering it impoflible to quit 
the river, it was determined to remain at Fuka, if not driven away 
by the Nabob, until the feafbn changed. 

Mean while the Nabob’s army were employed in plundering Cal- 
cutta, where the booty, although fuffleient to gratify the common 
foldiery, produced nothing that anfwered the expedations which 
had urged the Nabob to get pofleflion of the iettlemenL Mdb of 
the inhabitants, excepting Omichund, had removed, their valuable 
■efleds; but in histreafuiy were found 400,000 rupees, befides many 
valuable eflefls. Moft of the merchandizes provided in die country 
had been ikipped to diflerent ports before the month of April, after 
which time veftels cannot go out of. t;he river. None of the com- 
pany’s fhips were anired fnm Bngknd ; and none of thofo belong- 
ing, to private merchaotawere jeturaedftaom- their voyages-; and the 
I greateft 
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greaCefE pforC of the commodities imported at the preceding year 
were fold ; neither had the goods prodding at the aurungs for the 
enftring foafon been brought to Calcutta; fo that the whole amount 
of the merchandizes remaining in the Settlement did not exceed in 
value the fum of two hundred thouland^pounds ; which was much 
diminiflied before they had pafled through^ the rapine of the foldieiy, 
and the embezzlement of the officers appointed to manage the 
plunder. The Nabob, irritated by the difappointment of his ex- 
pe£lations of immenfe wealth, ordered Mr. Holwell and the two 
other prifoners to be fent to Muxadavad, in hopes that they would 
at laft difeover where the treafures of the fettlement were buried. 
This order was executed by his officers with all the feverity that 
the fear of caufing the death of the prifoners would admit. They 
were put into an open boat, witlteut Ihelter from the intenfe fun’‘ 
and heavy rain of the feafon, fed only with rice and water, and 
loaded with irons, notwithftanding their bodies were covered with 
painful boils ; a crifis by which all who furvived the dungeon re- 
covered of their fever. In their paffage up the river, they received 
lome refrefliments from the Dutch fettlement at Chinchura ; 
and both the French and Dutch at Coffimbuzar adininiftered to 
them all the offices of humanity which their guard would permit, 
who, on their arrival at the capital, chofe a cow-houfe for the place 
of their confinement. 

Jt could icarcely be imagined that the Nabob, after fuch flagrant ' 
injuries, Should fuffer the remains of the colony to abide within liis 
dominions, in expeftatlpn of reinforcements. But there always 
reigned fo much confufion in his mind, that he rarely carried his 
ideas beyond the prefent appearance of things ; and, foothed by the 
compliments of his courtiers ^into a belief that the redtiftion of Cal- 
cutta was the moll glorious and heroic atchievement that had been 
performed in Indollan fince the days of Tamerlane, he imagined 
that the Eoglilh nation’ would never dare to appear again in arms 
in his country ; and, having written letters full of thele commen- 
dations of himfetf tn^ Delhi,, he ne^efted to purfue the fugitives, 

.and 
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aiid determined to avail himfelf of the terror of his arms againft his 
rival and relation, the Phoufdar of Purneah. 

To perpetuate the memory of his viftory he ordered the name of 
Calcutta to be changed to Alinagore, lignifying I’he Pori of God ; 
and, leaving a garrifon of 3000 men, and Monickchund to command 
in the place, he departed with the reft of his army on the fecond 
of July. Two or three days before his departure he publiflied leave 
to filch as had efcaped the dungeon to return to their houfes in the 
town, where they were fupplied with provifions by Omichund, 
whole interceflion had probably procured their return. But this in- 
dulgence was rendered of fhort duration by the intemperance of 
a ferjeant, .who in a fit of drunkennefs killed a Moorman. This 
happened on the laft of June, on which the ban was publiflied againft 
every European who fhould be ^und in the territory. All fled 
immediately to the French, Dutch, and PrulUan faftories, from 
whence at different times moft of them repaired to the fleet at 
Fulta. 

As foon as the Nabob’s army had crofled the river near Hughley, 
he fent a detachment to the French, and another to the Dutch fet- 
tlement, threatening to extirpate them both, if they did not im« 
mediately pay him a large fum of money ; but, after receiving many 
fubmiffive aflurances of their pacific diljxifitions, he confented to re- 
leafe the Dutch for the fum of 450,000 i-upees, and the French 
for 100,000 lefs; which diflerence, it is faid, he made becaufe the 
French had fupplied him with 200 chefts of gunpowder, as he was 
marching to Calcutta. At the fame time he releafed Mr. Watts 
and Mr, Collet, who had hitherto been led prifoners in his camp, 
and configned them to the care of the Dutch governor at Chin- 
chura, from whom he took an obligation to produce them wheii- 
foevef they fhould be demanded. On the nth he arrived at 
Muxadavad, from whence he iffued orders, commanding the feizure 
and lequeftration of all Ac efie£ls and merchandifes, belon^ng to 
the EnglUh^^r their tenants, in all parts of his dominions. How- 
ever, finding that no difeoveries could be obtained concerning the 
treafures which he fuppofed to be buried in Calcutta, he, on the 

1 6th, 
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1 6th, in compliance with the frequent intercefllons of the widow 
of Allaverdy, releafpd Mr. Holwell and his two companions, figni- 
fying their deliverance in perfon, as he was paffing by the Ihed 
of their confinement. They immediately repaired to the Dutch’ 
factory, where they were received with much Iwfpitality, and 
from thence proceeded to Chinchura. 

Mean while, the fleet remained at Fulta, where they were jolneil 
by feveral other veflels from the fea. The company’s agents likewife 
from the fubordinate fadlories at Dacca, Jugdea, and Ballalbre, 
having on the firft alarm efcaped from thefe relidencies, reforted to 
the fleet. For fome time no provifions could be procured ; but as 
foon as the Nabob’s army left Calcutta, the country people ven- 
ture to fupply them. 

The want of convenient fhelter, as well as the dread of being 
furpraed, obliged them all to fleep on board the veflels, which were 
fo much crowded, that all lay promifeuoufly on the decks, without 
fhelter from the rains of the feafon, and for fome time without a 
change of raiment ; for none had brought any ftore away : and 
thefe hardfliips, inconfiderable as they may feem, were grievous to 
perfons, of whom the greateft part had lived many years in the 
gentle cafe of India. But fufferings which the hardieft cannot refifl: 
enfued; for the lower part of Bengal, between the two arms of the 
Ganges, is tlie moft unhealthy country in the world ; and many 
died of a malignant fever, which infe^ed all the veflels. 

But, inftead of alleviating thtii diftiefles by that fpirit of mutu; l 
good-will, wdiich is fuppofed to prevail amongft companions in mi- 
leiy, every one turned his mind to invlduous difcuflions of the 
caufes which had pi oduced their misfoi tunes; although all feemed to 
expert a day when they fliould be reftored to Calcutta. The younger 
men in the company’s fervice, who had not held any part In the 
government, endeavoured to fix every kind of blame on their fu- 
periors, whom they wilhed to fee removed from flations, to which 
they expefted to fuccecd. At the fame time, the members of the 
council accufed one another, all concurring to lay the feverefl: 
blame upon the governor ; and thefe examples gave rife to the fame 
VoL.II. M fpnit 
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1 756. Ipirit of malevolence amongft thole who could derive no benefit from 

their iiive^ves, beyond the vanity of their temporary Importance. 

The condudl of the military operations was void of method, fub- 
ordination, difeipHue, and Ikill. All the out-polls were at too great 
a dillance from the fort ; only the three or four neareft buildings 
Ihould have been occupied : all beyond them blown up, or the floors 
of their upper llories ruined. The walls of all the iiiclofures with- 
in the aim of mulket-lhot from the fort, Ihould have been demo- 
lilhcd, and the rubbilh removed. A ditch and palilade Ihould have 
been carried on, if time admitted no more, at lead in the weakeft 
parts, round the fort, efpecially along the warehoufes to the Ibuth. 
Shells Ihould have been thrown wherever the enemy aflembled or 
took poll, and refolute Tallies Ihould have been made in the night 
into their open quarters, which in fuch a multitude mud have been 
many. By thefe means the defence might have been protradled ten 
days, during which, if the Nabob could not be appeafed, the ar- 
rival of the Ihips of the fealbn would have fecured the retreat of 
the defenders and their families without danger. Although nothing 
of thefe opeiations was executed, the negled of them was not im- 
puted ; but cowardice in general was reproached to thofe who fird 
left the fhore, and with little decency, by thofe who accompanied, 
or followed their flight, and all aflembled at Fulta, excepting three 
or four, were in one or other of thefe predicaments. 

The caufes to which the refentment of the Nabob was imputed, 
were more vague, but cad, if poHible, more blame. The paper, 
which was figned by Mr. Watts Immediately after he was made 
prlfoner at Coffimbuzar, was urged as a proof that the government 
of Bengal had been defrauded of vad fums by tlie abufe which the 
company’s agents had made of the duflucks or paflports for trade, 
which, it is faid, had been commonly fold to the Indian merchants 
rcfiding in the fettlement, who were not intitled to that privilege ; 
but, although this fraud was Ibmetimes committed by the indigent 
and profligate, the greated part of the Englifh commerce was carried 
on by men, whofe charatfter and foitune placed them beyond the 
neceflity or fufpicion of fuch a raeannefs ; fb that this pradice 
could not have been either fo frequent or injurious to the revenues of 

Bengal, 



Jiaolc VI. SURAJAK Dowlah. g 

Bv’ngal, as the rapacious mtnifters of Surajah Dowlah might have 1756. 
nude him believe; more cfpecially fiuce the Nabob Allavcidy ' — ^ 
never aecufed the Englilh of fuch illicit pradlices. The other article 
figned by Mr. Watts, concerning the proteftion given to the fubjedls 
of the Nabob, was hkewile inliftccl on ; although for fifteen years 
before Kiflendafs, the government had never claimed any perfons 
who- took up their refidence in Calcutta. However, thefe reflections 
carrying againft no one in particular, it was boldly aflerte<l, that the 
protection of Kiflendafs, which certainly did contribute to the Na- 
bob’s refentment, had been purchafed by large bribes : but this ac- 
cufation was abfurd, becaufethey mult have come through his holl 
Omichund, whom the prefidency regarded as the firft, tliough la- 
tent caufe of all their calamities, and punilhed accordingly. It was 
likewife aflerted, that the governor, Mr. Drake, had wutten an in- 
folent letter to the Nalioh, in anlwer to his order for demolifliing 
the fbrtiflcatioils ; and that he fent a meflage of defiance to him 
by the fpy who brought the letter concerning Kiflendafs ; reports, 
for whi^ no evidence was produced. 

There is fufficient teftimony to believe that the fagacity of Alla- 
verdy, reflecting on the fates of Naxiging and Chunderfaheb, the 
fubfequent war in Coromandel, and the late reduction of Angria, 
and comparing thele military exploits of the French and Englilh 
with the former humility of their condition in the Mogul’s do- 
minions, fliould have advifed his young fucctflbr, Surajah Dowlah, 
to watch' the military meafures of all the European fettlements in 
Bengal, and to fufFer no increafe in their garrifons, nor addition in 
their fortifications, and to crufti immediately whichfoever of them 
fhould mauifeft any fymptom of defiance, or confidence in their 
own ftrength ; but at the fame time to give every encouragement 
to their commercial views, not only as an eflential benefit to the 
province, but likewife as the beft fecurity of their dcpendance on his 
government. This admitted, the diforderly brain of Surajah 
Dowlah, his cxceflive cowardice, his tyrannical ideas, and the in- 
ftigations of his minions, reprefenting Calcutta as one of the 
richeft cities in the world, fufficiently account for his incapacity to 
diilbguifh the neceflary feafon of carrying the advice of his prede- 
ceflTor into execution, and for his inflexible pcrfeverance in a refolu- 
M 2 tion 
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1 756. tion which flattered the pufillanimity and other vices of his own' 

’ mind. 

The Englifli at Fnlta, notwithftanding their wrangles, agreed to 
acknowledge the authority of the governor, and of fuch others as 
had been members of the council at Calcutta, who in the begin- 
ning of July deputed Mr. Maningham, one of the members, with 
a military officer, to reprefent their condition to the prefidency of 
Madrafs, and to (blicit the expedition of an armament to their 
affiftance. With them our narrative returns to the coaft of Coro- 
mandel. 

War of ALL was loft before the prefidency of Madrafs even received in- 
Cofomandtl. of the danger ; for the letters, advifing the furrender of 

Coffimbuzar, did not arrive until the 15 th of July. The experience 
of former embroilments between the European fettlements and the 
government of Bengal, fu^efted hopes that the Nabob would, ae 
his predeceflbrs, be appeafed vnth a fum of money. But whether* 
this or the worft Ihould happen, it was deemed neceflary, in either 
cafe, to fend a reinforcement without delay ; in the one, to render 
the fettlement more relpedable to the Nabob; in the other, to* 
afford refuge to fuch as might have efcaped the calamities of war. 

The fquadron under the command of Admiral Watfon, and the 
Delaware, one of the company's fhips lately arrived from England, 
chanced at this time to be in the road of Madrafs : but, as it would 
have been highly imprudent to fend away, or divide the fquadron 
until the laft extremity, a detachment of 230 men, moftly Euro- 
peans, were (hipped on board the Delaware, under the command of 
Major Kilpatrick. They failed on the 20th of July, and on the 5 th 
of Auguft arrived letters from Ae fii^ives at Fulta, with details of 
the capture of Calcutta, which fcarcely created more horror and re- 
fentment than confternation and perplexity. 

We have faid that the prefidency was at this time preparing to 
fend a detachment of 300 Europeans with deputies to Salabadjing, 
who had folicited this affiftance to rid himfelf of the French suemy 
under the command of Mr. Bully. The government of Pondi- 
cherry, as foon as they received intelligence that Mr. Bulfy had 
* taken 



BookVr. Armament to Bengal. 

taken poffeflion of Charmaul, and that the maintenance of this poft 
againft their enemies was the only probability of a reconciliation 
with them, refolved to fend the fuccours, which Mr. Bufly, fore- 
feeing the event, had long before requeued, when he feparated from 
Salabadjing at Sanore. Accordingly, 500 Europeans and a train 
of field artillery were embarked on one of the French company’s 
iliip’s called the Favorite. The Ihip failed on the 15th of July^, 
the very day that the prefidency of Madrafs received the firft intel- 
ligence of the diftreffes in Bengal : the troops were to be landed at 
Mafulipatam, from whence they were to march to Golcondah. 

Hitherto the French Influence in the government of Salabadjing 
had been regarded as the evil which threatened the moft danger 
to the Englifli concerns in India, and the removal of it had been 
the conflant object of their attentbn ; but it now became an im- 
mediate confideration, what refped ought to be paid to this view, 
compared with the necefllty of reinflating the lofl aflairs in Bengal. 

Letters from England dated in the month of Augufl of the pre- ' 
ceding year had informed the prefidencies in India, that a war with 
France feemed inevitable, and that hoflilities would in all probability 
commence very foon after the difpatch of thofe letters; which 
moreover gave intelligence that the Frpnch were preparing to fend* 
a fleet of 19 (hips of war, with 3000 regular troops, from Brefl to 
Pondicherry. On this it had been determined to make many im- 
provements and additions to the fortifications of Madrafs ; but as no 
particular work was yet compleated, what was done had rather 
weakened than augmented the ftrength of the place. 

The troops maintained by the EnglKh and French governments 
on the coafl of Coromandel were at this time nearly equal, each 
confifting of about 2000 Europeans, and 10,000 Sepoys, who on both 
(ides were feparated in different garrifons and fituations in an extent of 
600 miles. The detachment of 500 men lent to Mafulipatam had di- 
minilhed the French force ferving in the Carnatic, to be by this 
number, lefs than what the Engli(h had in the province, exclufive of - 
their troops to the fouth of the Coleroon ; nor had the French as yet 
any fquadron in India to oppofe that under the command of Mr. 

Watfon ; , 
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1756. Witfpn; thau thejr expedltd armament would 

' givo them a$ decilive a fuperiority at fca> as on Ihore. 

On the othet hand, a privation of the Bengal inveftmeuts fof 
three years would ruiii the EngHlh company ; and if the fettleinents 
there were not immediately recpveredi, the French upon the arrival 
of their armament would) urge and affift Surajah Dowlah againft 
any future attempts of the Englilh to re-eftabhlh theinfelves in his 
dominions ; in which calc, an eKpedition to recover them would re- 
quire a large and fpeci.il armament from England ; where, perhaps, 
the national exigencies in other parts of the world might not allow 
a force adequate to this fervice ; and where, at all events, the equip- 
ment could not he made hut at a much greater expence than would 
be incurred by employing the force at this time ready on the coart: 
of Coromajidel. At fhe lame time the national honour required 
immediate reparation, and the horrors of the dungeon cried aloud for 
exemplary vengeance. 

Neverthelefs there prevailed in fome of the members of tJie 
council a ftrong propenlity, at all events, to aflift Salabadjing. The 
partizans of this opinion infifted, “ that, as a force fuffioient to en- 
** counter the Nabob of Bengal with any probability of fuccefs, fub* 
** ftrafted from Madrafs, would leave the Englirtt in Coromandel to- 
“ tally incapable of rertfting the French after the arrival of their ar- 
** mameut ; it was more expedient to fend the 50 gun (hip of Mr. 

Watfon’s fquadron, and deputies, with a power to treat with the 

Nabob. If the negociation (hould prove unluccersful, the (hip, 
“ with the force under Major Kilpatrick, were to make depredations 
“ and reprifals ; and, if they could, were to retake and maintain 
“ Calcutta, By this expedient, Coromandel, it was faid, would be 
** preierved, Salabadjing might be properly fupported againrt Mr. 

Bufly, and Mr. Watlon avoiding the encounter of the French 
“ fquadron untiWhis own (hould be reinforced from England, might 
“ then meet; then) on equal terms.” Thele arguments would have 
appeaiJl^lM^ious any where but in India. They were oppofed by 
one ofjjjpl^rmembers of tlw council, who, having redded nine years 
In the company’s fervice at Calcutta, knew the ftrength and in(b- 
lence of the MoorKh government in Bengal, believed that nothing but 
5 vigorous 
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vigorous hoftilities would induce the Nabob to make peace or repara- 
tion, and confidered the force propoled as unequal even to the retiring 
of Calcutta : he therefore inlifted “ tliat it ought to be fufiicientto at- 
“ tack the Nabob even in his capital of Muxadavad ; at leaft, a 
“ battalion of 800 Europeans, with as many Sepoys as could be 
“ tranfported, not lefs than 1 500 J that as the fquadron, if divided, 
“ would be of little fervice any where, the whole Ihould proceed 
“ to Bengal ; ,tliat fuch an armament would foon decide the cbn- 

tell; th^|(|||||||[^ peace was made, the iijuadron, with a large part 
“ of the tr^tilijgj^ might return to the coaft, and arrive in the month 
“ of April ; iieiANee which time, the nature of the Monfoons ren- 
** dered it improbable that the French armament, fince it had not 
“ yet appeared, would be able to make their padage to the coafl. 
“ In the mean time the detachment fent to the relief of Mr. 
“ Bufly had deprived the government of Pondicherry of the 

means of making any attempts in the Carnatic, which the 
“ force of Madrafs could not eafily fruftrate.” This opinion, after 
many and repeated objedions, became at laft the unanimous fenfe 
of the council. 

This refolution was communicated to Admiial Watfon, who, 
after confulting his council of War, confented to it. Some difficul- 
ties arofe about the difpolition of the captures which might be 
made by the fquadron ; but this was loon adjufted by an agree- 
ment, that whatfoever property fhould be taken which had be- 
longed either to the company, or to Englifli individuals, or even to 
natives, who were tenants of the company when the Nabob com- 
menced hoftilities, Ihould be reftored without diminution to the 
proprietors ; but that whatfoever ihould be taken which had never 
belonged either to the company, or to fuch as were under their 
protection, ihould become without participation or referve the pro- 
perty of the fquadron. 

But other points of equal moment to the fuccefs of the expedition 
(till remained to be decided ; and, indeed, by having been mingled 
without diftinClion with the more general queilions, they had helpii^ 
not a little to perplex and protraCl the d'diberations of the couiu^. 
Thcie points were : Who ihould command the laud foie(.t. ^ Wliar 

d.ouid 
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1756. ihotiMbe the extent of his authority in military operations, and 
* in negotiatiohs with the Nabob ? In what dependance or relation 

he ought to ftand to the late governor and council of Calcutta ? 
How far their authority as a prefidency ought to be maintained or 
impaired ? 

Each of the Temaining council of Bengal had written feparate 
letters to the prefidency of Madrafs, in which fuch mifdemeanours 
and mifcondudl were reciprocally imputed to all the others, that, 
if no allowance had been made for the prejudices «i|||M|^erated ad- 
verJfity, it would have been abfurd to intruft the -|l|^ablilhment 
of the company’s affairs to thofe, who, by their owftittcounts, had 
ruined them ; and, indeed, enough of the caufes and progrefs of 
the calamities in Bengal were not at this time fufficiently developed, 
to exempt the late prefidency of Calcutta from much blame. The 
difficulty of deciding concerning their authority fuggefted to Mr. 
Pigot, the Governor of Madrafs, a defire to go himfelf to Bengal 
as commander of the army, and with full powers, as the compa- 
ny’s rcprefentative in all other affairs : but he wanted military ex- 
perience, nor had the council authority to give fo extenfive a com- 
miffion to any individual. Colonel Adlercron then claimed the 
military command, offering to go with his whole regiment ; but he 
wanted experience in the irregular warfare of India, and his powers 
were independent of the company’s agents. The climate of Bengal 
was fo adverfe to an afthmatic difordcr, with which Colonel Law- 
rence was afflifted, that it was thought he would be difablcd, from 
that incelTant activity requifite to the fuccefs of this expedition, of 
which the termination was limited to a certain time. Colonel Clive 
was therefore chofen to command the troops. To aflure the exertion 
of the moil vigorous hoftilities until peace was made, and then the 
return of the troops in April, it was refolved to inveft him with 
independent power in all military matters and operations, and in 
confequence to furnifh him with money, and empower him to draw 
bills. It was, however, njfidved to acknowledge Mr. Drake and 
former members of the council, as a prefidency, with full 
p^ers in commercial and civil affairs, and to remit them likewife 

a large 
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a larg^ I'um of money. Mr. Manmngham, who had been fent from 
Fulta as their repreientative, obje^ed ftrongly to the powers given 
to Clive, as derogating from the authority of that prehdency, and 
contrary to the inftitutions of the company. Two months pafled m 
debates, before thefe final refolutions were taken, and then the em- 
barkation began. The floop of war belonging to the fquadron had 
been difpatched fome time before, to inform the Englifh at Fulta 
of the intended armament, and to exhort them not to quit the rivei 
in defpair of affiftance. 

The fqua^^on conlifted of the Kent of 64, Cumberland of 70, 
Tyger of 60, Salifbury of 50, Bridgwater of 20 guns, and a fire- 
fhip ; to which were added, as tranfports, three of the company’s 
fhips, and two finaller veflels. On board of this fleet were embarked 
900 Europoans and 1 500 Sepoys ; 250 of the Europeans were of 
Adlercron’s regiment j the reli, the heft men of the company’s troops. 
It was refolved to fend more Sepoys as conveyances Ihould offer. 
Admiral Watfon hoifted his flag in the Kent ; and Admiral Pocock 
in the Cumberland. Colonel Chvc embarked in the Kent ; he car- 
ried letters written by Salabadjing the Soubah of the Decan, and 
Mahomedally Nabob of Arcot, as well as fiom Mr. Pigot, exhort- 
ing Surajah Dowlah, to make immediate reparation for the injuries, 
and calamities which the Englifh had fuffeied from his unprovoked 
refentment. The inftruftions to Clive recommended the attack of 
Muxadavad itfelf, if the Nabob continued obftinate ; and the cap- 
ture of the French fettlement at Chandernagore, if the news of a 
war with France fhould arrive whilft the troops remained in Bengal. 
The fleet fet fail on the i6th of Oiftober, and were out of fight the 
next day. 

This effort to recover the fettlements in Bengal left the forces 
of Madrafs too much dimmiflied to detach to fuch a diftance as 
Golcondah a body of troops fufficient to aflift Salabadjing efFe£tu- 
ally againfl the French army witli Mr. Bufly ; and as a few would 
be of no fervice, and might be loft, it was refolved to fend none. 
In the mean time the French army were maintaining their giound 
in Charmaul. 

VoL. II. 
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On the fame evening that they took po^ie^^on of this poft, detach- 
ments were ftationed in two others ; the one was a large habitation 
called Gauebmauly ftanding in a fpacious and walled enclofure, almoft 
oppofite to Charmaul, about 400 yards on the other fide of the 
river Moulli ; in this poft were lodged 300 Sepoys. Tlie other 
was an edifice called Daudmuly built on a rifing ground very near 
the weftem fide of Charmaul, which it overlooked. It was an 
ancient and very fingular ftrudure, confifting of two ftories of arched 
mafonry, each ftory dilpofed in feveral ranges of arches, and the 
upper covered by a terrafs ftrong enough to endure tlie feivice of 
cannon. Four twelve pounders were mounted on this terrafs, and 
the adjoining ftreets and avenues were barricaded : the guard here, 
befides the artilleiy men, was 500 Sepoys, with ftveral European 
ofiScers of experience. 

On the 6th of July, the day after the army entered Charmaul, 
1000 Sepoys, with all the European cavalry and fix field pieces, 
went out in the evening with intention to beat up the Morratoes 
in their camp, which continued in its firft fituation, about feven 
miles to' the weft; but they had taken the alarm, and abandoned 
the camp before the detachment arrived. The next night another 
detachment with more fuccefs beat up one of their parties in a gar- 
den on the eaftern fide of the town. The French troops now took 
pofieflion of all the magazines in the city which belonged to the go- 
vernment, and likewife carried away all the cannon which were 
mounted on the walls, not that they wanted artillery, but in order 
to withdraw them from the enemy. The interval between the 
ranges of building and the tank in Charmaul was planted with rows 
of palmira and coco-nujt trees ; which were now cut down, and 
with them and other materials, fcaffolds were created againft various 
parts of the walls, to lerve as ftations for muiketry. 

On the 8 th, another detachment with fix field-pieces marched out 
in open day, and cannonaded the whole body of Morratoes, wliich 
hovered around for fome time, until fome of their horfes were killed. 
In the evening, the Morratoes quitted their former ground^ and en- 
5 camped 
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camped within three miles of the city under the rock and foitrcfs of ^756* 
Golcondah, probably with an idea of proteftion from the guns of the v— ' 

fortrefs ; but Candagla, one of their generals, who commanded 2000 
horfe, encamped with them at the bank of the river about half way 
between Golcondah and the city, where they were the next night 
beaten up by a detachment of 500 Sepoys with the huffars. I’hey 
fled, leaving many of their horfes picqueted in the camp, and even 
the military drums and cymbals of their commander : but the French 
detachment did not lofe a man. 

The rainy weather prevented any more fallies for feveral days : 
mean while the numbers of the enemy inertafed greatly. The 
Phoufiiars, or, as they are commonly called, the Nabobs of Kanoul 
and Condanore, came each with 3000 Pitans well mounted : other 
chiefs of the fame rank, and others of inferior, as well Mahomedan 
as Indian, brought their troops : for eveiy tributary and dependant 
in the vaft viccroyalty of the Decan had been fummoned. But fe- 
veral of thefe chiefe, efpccially Kanoul, privately allured Mr. Bully 
they did not intend to aft efleflually agunll him. 

On the loth arrived Jaflier Ally Khan, much exafperated at the 
death of his nephew, with 3000 horfe, 3000 foot, and the firft di- 
vifion of artillery, confiding of 20 pieces of cannon. The main 
body of the army with which Salabadjing and Shanavaz Khan re- 
mained, moving only four miles a day, was ftill at a confiderablc 
diftance. Jaflier Ally immediately held a council of war, in which 
it was relolved to ftreighten the blockade of Charmaul, and to 
begin by taking poflefliou of the m|i advantageous pods in the city 
itfelf. ^ 

Mr. Bufly received immediate intelligence of this council ; be 
had hitherto refrained from didrefling the inhabitants ; but now, in 
order to deter the enemy from edablilhing themfelves in the city, 
he poded a detachment at an ecUfice danding m the high dreet, and 
called CharminartU^ or the four towers ; it was a Iquaie piazza of 
arches, having at each end a tower 60 feet high, with balconies at 
the top, from which the Mahomedan pried calls the people to 
N 2 prayers; 
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1 756. prayers ; feme mifchlef might be done with muiketry from thefe 
’ — ^ balconies, and the loop-holes, which gave light to the winding flairs ; 

but there were no means of employing artillery in the tops, for they 
were vaulted ; nor within, for there were neither floors or landing- 
places ; neverthelefs feveral fmall pieces of cannon were pointed out 
of the loop-holes, from a conviftion that the enemy would not im- 
mediately difeern their inutility. Mr. Bulfy then informed Jaffier 
Ally, that if any of his troops entered the city, he would deflroy the 
uliole with file ; and this menace flopped his intention ; he how- 
ever flationed an advanced detachment where Candagla had en- 
camped, which was beaten up and difperfed the next night by a party 
of 50 Europeas and 500 Sepoys. The rains immediately after, fall- 
ing again heavier, and lafling longer than before, hindered all en- 
terpri^es in the field for a fortnight. 

Some months before Mr. Bufly had commiffioned the French 
agents at Surat to levy a body either of Abyflinians or Arabs, whom, 
as being of more courage and endurance, he intended to difeipline 
as the choiceft of his Sepoys. Six hundred had been colleded, and 
were on their march, when Mr, Bufly arrived at Hydrabad, and the 
enemy hearing of their approach detached Janogee Nimbulcar with 
his 3000 Morratocs to intercept them. The Morratoes met them 
on the road Ibme miles on this fide of Auningabad, and harrafled 
them continually for three days ; during which they killed fifty ; 
one hundred and fifty difperfed, and the remaining four hundred, 
w'orn out with fatigue, furrendered ; Janogee returned with his pri- 
foners to the camp, and coiifine|^hem in the fortrefs of Golcondah, 
but treated them well. 

The weather having cleared on the 26th, a detachment with 
three field-pieces marched in the evening, and at midnight attacked 
that part of the enemy’s camp, where they kept their artillery j the 
multitude of bullocks in this quarter, feared by the filing, encreafed 
the confufion of the troops : the fort of Golcondah took the alarm: 
and fired all its cannon at random ; but two of the French field- 
pieces breaking dov/n, ftop|>ed the detachment from purfuing their 
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fucccfs^ and they returned, having fpiked up only three of the guns 

in the enemy’s camp. 

The next day came up 4000 Sepoys under the command of Mur- 
zafabeg. This man comnoanded the Sepoys of the detachment with 
which Mr. Bufly firft marched into the Decan in 1751. The next 
year he left Mr. Bufly when at Beder, and, railing a body of 
Sepoys on his own account, took fervice with Balagerow, whom he 
left when before Seringapatam in 1755, and went over to tho 
Mylbreans ; from thence he went to the Nabob of Sanore, and was 
in this place when inverted in the beginning of the prelent year 
by Salabadjing and Balagerow. Having during his command of 
the French Sepoys gained the attachment of moft of their oflicors 
by largefles and other compliances, he had ever lince continued a 
correfpondence amongrt them, whenever they were in the field, 
in conjun<rtion with, or near, the armies in which he was lerving, 
as Mr. Bufly had experienced in the campaigns of Myfore and 
Sanore. This quality, and the military experience which he was 
fuppofed to have acquired whilft in the French fervicc, induced 
Shanavaze Klian t(» hire him, as loon as it was known that Mr. 
Bufly had determhied to make a rtand at Hydrabad., Murzafabeg, 
as foon as engaged, made forced marches before the main body, and 
fent his emifl’aries forward : and on the very day of his arrival at 
Hydrabad, a whole company of French Sepoys, who went out into 
the plain under pretence of cxerciling, marched away, their fii clocks 
Ihouldered, and joined him at Golcondah. 

The next day the whole army moved from hence with twenty 
pieces of cannon under his diredion, and at noon appeared to the 
weftward within a mile of Charmaul. The infantry and artillery 
took pofleffion of all the eminences ; and the cavalry drew up m the 
interval^, where the ground was plain. Immediately 250 of the 
French battalion and 1000 Sepoys, with fix field-pieces, maiched out 
tO'try them, whilft the reft remained in their polls ready to a£l as 
occafion Ihould require ; and two pieces of cannon were mounted on 
the tower in the n. w. angle of Charmaul, which commanded a 
view of the field. The detachment defpiled the enemy fo much, that 

they 
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1 756. tliey ventured to feparate into three divilions, and each with two of 
~ the field-pieces advanced againfi different bodies of infantry, at a con- 
fiderable diftance from eaeh other. The cavalry every where flung 
themfelves between, and continually fiitrounded the three divifions, 
wliofe deftrtfftion to a ffranger would have feemed inevitable ; and 
indeed nothing but the firm reliance on the genml difcipline could 
have warranted the hazard, or have furmounted the danger ; but 
with this .advantage and the dexterity of the field-pieces, e.nch di- 
vlfion either fufficed to its own defence, or, when prefled, received 
afflftance from one of the others. In the different evolutions tlie 
enemy’s cavalry were often within reach of the two guns at Char- 
maul, of which even the random (hot did execution, whilft the ene- 
my’s cannon were fired, although continually, with very little ef- 
fe<ft. Their infantry did nothing but Ihift from fafe ground to 
Infer, and fire with fear. In this variety of fights the engagement 
lafted five hours, and did not ceafe until the fun was fet ; the French 
troops fired 35000 mufket cartridges, and 900 from their field-pieces; 
125 of the enemy’s horfes were counted dead on the plain; by 
which the total of their lofs muft have been confiderable. That 
of the French was flight ; fix Sepoys killed, and thirty wounded : 
of the Europeans none killed, and only four wounded. 

Two djiys after, on the ift of Auguft, came up Salabadjing him- 
felf, and the main body of the army. A council was immediately 
held, in which Murzafar Khan propofed a general aflault on Ch.ir- 
maul. This deliberation was in a few hours communicated to Mr. 
Bufly, who immediately demolilhed feveral of the adjacent houfes ; 
but the attack was not made. The intrigues of Miirzafer Khan had 
already pervaded the whole body of Sepoys, and the greattft part of 
them had promifed him to defert with their arms, the firft time they 
fhould be led into the field ; their correfpondence was difeovered ; 
and determined Mr. Bufly to make no more fallies. ^ 

By this time reinforcements were approaching. Mr. Moracin, the 
French chief of Mafulipatam, on the firfl: advices of the rupture af 
Sanore, had collefted r 60 Europeans and 700 Sepoys, which, with 
five field pieces, marched in the middle of July, under the confmand 
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of Mr. Law, (ame officer who capitulated at Seringham in 1752; 
but when arrived at Bezoara, about 40 miles inland, exceffive rains de- 
tained them here feveral days. In the interval the Favorite ai rived 
at Mafulipatam with the troops from Pondicherry, of which, all in 
condition, marched immediately ; but were fo much retarded by the 
rains, and the inundations of the KrUhia, that they did not arrive 
at Bezoara until the 3d of Auguft, when the whole, now 480 Eu- 
ropeans, 1100 fepoys, and ii field-pieces, proceeded, and arrived on 
the 10th within fifteen leagues of Hydrabad. 

The miniftry of Salabadjing determined to intercept this reinfoi ce- 
ment : all the Morratoes, 1 2000, other finaller bodies amounting to 
4000, in all 16000 cavalry, with infiintry of various denominations 
and commands, to the number of 10,000, were ordej-ed on this fer- 
vice. Mr. Bufly, as ufual, received information what troops were 
appointed ; he was perfonally acqudnted with all the commanders, 
h«id been of ufe to feveral of them, and had lately received fome 
marks of good.will from Janogi and Ramchundur, who commanded 
6000 of the Morratoes. He therefore propofed a conference, which 
was accepted by feveral of thefe chiefs, who repaired in the night to a 
tent pitched on the other fide of the river near Gauchmaul, wlxere he 
met them unattended and alone. Wanting pofitivc knowledge of 
what paffe^ in this interview, we cc«^£lurc that he wrought upon 
them by promifes of greater advantages, if he fliould be reftored to 
Ills former influence in the government of S.vlabadjing, than they 
could expeft, either from the gratitude of Shanavaze Khan, or the 
friendfliip of the Englifti, who, it was believed, were to take the 
plac-e of the French, in the army and councils of the Decan. They 
promlfed not to a£l againfi: the reinforcement with any efficacy, and 
only as much as might be neceffary to fave appearances, confirmed 
thefe aflurauces by their oaths, and ^ve Mr. Bufly the diftinilions 
and colours of their refpeftive banners, of which he immediately 
difpatched information to Mr. Law, as enfigns from which he, 
would have nothing to fear. 

The reinforcement continued their march on the i ith, and had 
now to pafs a trad! of mountainous country covered with rocks and 
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1 756. thick woods, which they entered, marching in a file of four abreaft. 
The advanced guard were 400 fepoys, under the' command of an 
officer named Mahmood Khan; ' After marching five hours, in which 
they ‘had only advanced nine miles, fome parties of the'enemy were 
defcried forward in the road ; on which' Mahmood Khan, as If im- 
patient to attack them, quickened the pj^e’of the Sepoys. The cap- 
tain of tlie grenadiers, wliofe coinpany followed next in the line, 
fent orders to him to halt, which 'he‘ drft^rded ; and as foon as 
the Sepoys were out of fight, fome irregular 'firing i^as heatd : foon 
after came a meflenger, requefting the grenadiers wotlld advance 
to their afliftance, who he faid were furrounded by the enemy ; but 
the captain having lufpicions fent forvvaid fcouts, who difeovered 
the banners of the Sepoys mixing quietly with thofe of the enemy. 
This treacheiy was efieded by the intrigues ofi Murzafar Khan, 
who was here in perfon, and immediately began to attack the 
French line with thefe very Sepoys, and the whole of the infantry 
of Salabadjing’s army fent'on this fervice, which was committed 
to his direftion. Befides the ufual and lighter arms a part of the in- 
' fantry weilded 2000 caytocksy a fire-arm frequently made ufe of 
in Europe in the eaily times of gun-powder, and then called a wall- 
piece ; but at prefent rarely ufed, excepting in Indoftan and the 
eaftermoft parts of Afia: it is a gun eight or ten feet in the barrel, 
carrying a ball of one, two, or three ounces ; and under the mid- 
dle of the barrel is fixed by a fwivel, either one iron fpike, or two, 
which open crofsways, and being ftuck in the ground fupport the 
piece, and afl’ure its aim : it carries far point blank, but the larger 
fi'zes are fo unweildy, that two men are required to move and ma- 
nage them, and they can fcarcely be fired quicker than a piece 
of cannon. Parties were continually detached to diflodge thefe 
caytocks, and whatfoever other troops were annoying the line 
from the rocks and thickets on eithci hand. At noon the line, 
came to open ground, where they halted ; and the fall of a heavy 
(bower of rain damaged the enemy’s powder, and put an end to 
tlieir attacks. 

they 
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They rotifed to a hill half a league diilant, and took poileinon of 1756. 
a village! at the foot of it, called Gorampally^ tvhich the French *‘ " *****"‘' 
troops marched before day-break to attack, and found all the ene> 
my’s cavalry in the field, by whom they were foon furrounded. 
Ramchuuder and JaOOgee, according to their promifos, a£led only 
in (hew, which Mr. Law admired, and could not account for, not 
having yet received the information concerning them frm Mr. Buf- 
fy ; but Candagla, who had rejcdled his proffers, afted more effi- 
cacioufly, attacking the baggage in the rear, and difperfed the whole 
train of oxen on which k was laden. The troops in the village made 
little refiftariee, and the reinforcement retted there during the re- 
mainder of the day. Hitherto only one European and three or four 
Sepoya had been killed, and twelve of botjj wounded, but by the 
flight of the coolies and the fearing of the oxen all their provifions 
were lott, and the troops were obliged for their meal to kill fome of 
the draught-bullocks of the artillery. 

At noon Mr. Law received the letter from Mr. Bufly, with in- 
formation of fuch of the enemy’s banners as did not intend to aft 
vigoroufly, and at feven in the evening renewed his march. The 
next was Meliapore, 1 5 miles from Gorampally, and the 
whole Way through £fficult defiles. The enemy with unuiual alert- 
nefs, although it was night, fent forward all their infantry to line 
the thickets ; and Mr. Law, as the ufo of the field-pieces greatly 
retarded the march, only oppofed the enemy with platoons, which 
were detached to wherefoever the fire came from. At feven in the 
morning the line arrived at Meliapore, and took poft in a ruined mud 
fort near the town. Only two men had been killed, and three 
wounded ; but all were exhautted with fotigue, and every carriage 
wanted repair; and the next march xvas more difficult than any 
of the former. It was therefore refolved to remain at Meliapore un- 
til the men were entirely recovered ; but this repofe led them into 
reflexions, always dangerous when troops arc in dangerous circum- 
ttances : and very fbon the whole body were perfuaded that they had 
done all that was poffible, and that it now behoved the army of 
eharmoul to aX lifcewife, and mardi to their relief. The officers, 
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inftead of reprefling, caught, the defpQiideiicy, and prevailed on Mr. 
Law jto difpatch a letter to Mr. Bufly^ exprefling their doubts and 
anxiety concerning the farther progrefs of the reinforcement. 

In the mean time the news of Mahmood Cawn’s defedllon had 
been fpread with exaggeration through the main camp at Golcondah, 
and encouraged the miniftry to feud more troops againfl the rein- 
forcement. Mr. Bufly, to reprefs this intention, fent in the night of 
the 1 2th a flrong party, coufiftiiig entirely of Europeans, to beat up 
the advanced guards of the camp, and the attack was made with much 
focccfs; but on the fame night he received the letter from Mr. 
Law, which encreafed his perplexity ; bccaufe he could not truft 
his Sepoys in the field where their feducer Murzafiicawn a£ted, nor 
could Jie without equal imprudence fend a number of Europeans fuf- 
ficient to make their way to Meliapore. Judging, however, from 
his own experience in various conjundures, he deemed the reinforce- 
ment flrong enough to accomplilh the remaining, as they had the 
preceding part of the march, provided the officers led them with in- 
trepidity ; and in this convi6:ion he wrote to Mr. Law, commanding 
him, in the name of the Ktng^ to march immediately, and at all 
events, on the receipt of the letter. Not doubting, likewife, that 
the miniflry of Salabadjing, if they Ihould hear of the defpondency 
of the reinforcement, would make an utmofl effort in this time of 
decifion, unlefs deterred by the ftrongefl apprehenfions, he the 
next day pitched his own tent, which was very conlpicuous, and en- 
camped with 1 50 Europeans and 300 fepoys, on the ftrand above 
the bridge on the other fide of the river Moufli. The numbers were 
fludioufly magnified, and, with the prefence of Mr. Bufly in the field, 
infpired fuch a variety of apprehenfions concerning his defigns in the 
camp at at Gkilcondah, that they even recalled the detachments they 
had fent the day before. 

The pereiiqitory order from Mr. Bufly at Meliapore arrived in the 
morning of the 14th, and Mr. Law immediately iflued orders to 
march. The reinforcement, although they had remained four days 
and three nights at Meliapore, had not got the reft they wanted ; 
for the fort was in feveral parts open, and the enemy had har-- 
I rafted 
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raffed them continually with Ikirmiflies, even by night as well as 
day. At nine at night the/ began their march, the preparations 
for which had been perceived, and gave the enemy time to make 
their own. The road for the firft four miles winded through defiles 
in the rugged rock, over which carriages could not pafs without at- 
tention to every turn of the wheel. The enemy in feveral places 
felled the wood acrofs the road, and all their infantry were in pof- 
fefllon of the moft advantageous ftations before the French troops en- 
tered the defiles ; and their fire, efpecially from the caytocks, was 
much better direfted than again ft the former marches. Men began 
to fall in the firft dlfcharges ; no general rules of aftion could be ob- 
ferved ; to get onward was the only principle ; it was now become 
fortunate for the French line that they had no bag^^e, and nothing 
to defend but themfelves and their artillery; which, although a great 
encumbrance in the defiles, was to be their beft refource when out 
of them. A large body of the enemy’s cavalry, led by Candagla the 
Morattoc, followed the line into the defile, and through the night 
endeavoured to retard the march by their din and clamours, but as 
foot! as it was light, adled with more efficacy : for, as many as the 
road permitted charged the rear, although the guard confifted en- 
tirely of Europeans, and had two field-pieces : it was commanded 
by D’Arambure, an officer of proved gallantry, and next in rank to 
Mr. Law. Still repulfed, the cavalry ftill' renewed their onfets. 
Europejms were cut down, and Morattoes fhot at the very muzzles 
of the guns. At fun-rife the van of the line came to the iffue of 
the defile, againft which the enemy had planted all their cannon, 
20 pieces ; behind which appeared all the cavalry which had not 
followed in the rear : but they feemed to rely on the artillery more 
than on themfelves, which was fo ill ferved, that it neither inter- 
rupted the troops in iiluing out of the defile, nor afterwards from 
forming in the opening ; when the field-pieces, as they came out, 
were turned to fcour the thickets behind, and fbon drove away 
what parties of the enemy were ftill molefting the remaining part 
of the line. Whilft the troops were forming, the enemy’s cavalry 
and cannon in the front haftened onward, to pafs a fmall river called 
O 2 Cingoram, 
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1756. Cingoram, about a mile from the thickets, and drevir up on the 
— other fide. The cavalry, with Candagla, fisllowed the French troopa 
as they marched towards the river ; the approach to which on both 
tides was a defcent. All the tield-pieces were ordered to remain 
on the hither-bank, until the reft of the troops had palled ; and 
this fervice was likewife committed to D*Aramburc, who judicioufly 
divided their fire againft the enemy <mi the other fide, and thofe in 
his rear, which kept both at a diftance, until the whole of rank and 
file had crofled and formed, and were able to defend themfelves 
againft the enemy on that fide ; when the cannon were lent over 
one by one, during which the remaining continued to awe tho 
enemy on the fide they ftood, againft whom every piece, as foon 
as it landed on the other fide, was likewife pointed ; and parties of 
the battalion likewife waded into the ftream ready to refcue the laft 
pieces. But the cavalry had already fuffered too much at a diftance, 
to venture this nearer rifque, and all the lofs which the French line 
fuftained, after leaving the thickets until they had pafled the river, 
was by the caytocks and other fire-arms of the enemy, fliekered 
wherever they found fafe cover. The country forward from tho 
river, although not plain, was open, and the French troops were 
animated with new alacrity by the view of the fpires of Hyderabad, 
which now appeared m fight. The whole of the enemy^s cavalry 
moved on as th^, and furronuded them on all fides, but made no 
effe^al attacks ; for thofe who were willing, were dilpirited by the- 
backwardnefs of the great body of Morattoes commanded by Rum- 
chunder and Jaoogee Nimbulcar, who afted fiuntly according ta 
their engagements with Mr. Bu%. At lengdi, at five in the after-, 
noon, the r^forcement arrived at the town of Aydnagur, fituatecl 
fix miles from the river Cingoram, and the fame diftance from Hy- 
derabad. They had been j 8 hours without refpite in march and 
aftion ; during which 2 j ^ropeans, of whom two were oflBcers, 
were killed, and 65 wounded. The Sepoys fuffered more. The 
enemy, it was faid, loA &00 horfes and more than 3000 men : the 
Fieoch fired 40,000 mufiset-caitridges, befides their field-pieces. 
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At Ayilaagur they found fbme icanty proviiions, of which they 
were in rtiuch need : at nine in the evening, Mr, Bufly received 
intelligence of their arrival, and immediately detached 140 Europeans 
and 1000 Sepoys, with carriages, to bring the fick and wounded, 
and zo mules, laden with provilions ready drefled. He at the fame 
time detached another party, to give alarm to the camp at Golcon- 
dah, in order to prevent them from fending any troops to interrupt 
the march of thofc proceedmg to Aydnagur, who arrived there at 
four in the morning withoutfttioleftation. At fix all were in march 
again from Aydnagur, and at tert titrved at the city of Hyderabad, 
having met with no interruptlonJ»'lfcir Uten feen any of the enemy 
in the way ; for they had all been recalled during the night to the 
camp at 'Golcondah. Mr. Bulfy received the reinforcement with 
the acknowledgements due to their perfeverance aiid valour ; and 
they were fcarcely arrived, before he received a meffenger fent on 
a dromedary by Salabadjing with propofals of peace, and afliir- 
ances that he had ordered all Jioftilities to ccafe. Mr. Bufly 
anfwered, that he w'as not averfc to a reconciliation, but that his. 
reinforcement was arrived, and he feared nctfhing the Soubah’s army 
could do. 

The negociation neverthelefs continued. Mr. Bufly demanded, 
that Murzafar Khan and the late deferter Mahmood Khan fliould 
be delivered up to him. Salabadjing replied, that as a prince he 
could not, without lofing the confidence of the whole world, fur- 
render any perfoiis whom he had received into his fervlce and pay, 
but that he Ihould not impede any means that might be employed 
to make them prilbners. The conjunfture did not admit of any 
flipulation for the removal of the minifter Shanavaze Khan. Jaf- 
fler Ally Khan, the old Nabob of Rajahmundrum, came and made 
his fubmiflions to Mr. Bufly, blaming himfelf much for having 
taken part wi^t^ men, whole views, and underftandings, he faid, he 
had now every reafon to delpile. Janogee Nimbulcar delivered the 
Arabs and Abyflins he had confined in the fortrefs of Golcbndah, 
but kept their arms. Every thing being fettled, Mahomed Huf^ 
fein, the king’s Decan, accompanied by the principal lords of the 
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court, vifitcd Mr. Bully in his tent on the 20th, and the fame day 
Mr. Bully proceeded, with an efcort of 300 Europeans and 1000 
Sepoys, to pay his refpefts to Salabadjing, who received him with 
tlie didiiiftions of an officer in the Mogul government, fecond 
only to himfelf. The interview was courteous, and the protefta- 
tlons folcmn. No hints were given of the late dilagreements, and 
future meafures were concerted with much leeming confidence. 
New p.itents were immediately prepared, and letters difpatclied 
througli all the governments of the Decan, to deftroy the impref- 
lions which had been made by thofe written during the rupture. 

Thus ended this diftreft ; greateft in which Mr. Bully liad 
been involved fince his command in the Decan. Nor would his 
peifeverance and refolution alone have fufficed, without the lagacity 
of his charadler, and the influence of his reputation. 

Belidcs the provifions which were laid in ftore, the army at Char- 
maul was conftantly fupplied with cattle for the ffiamblcs, and fo- 
rage for the horfes, oxen, camels, and elephants, by bands of a 
people called Lamballb, iieculiar to the Decan, wlio are continually 
moving up and down the country with their flocks, and contraft to 
furnilh the armies in the field. The union amongft all thefe bands 
renders each refpeilable even to the enemy of the army they are 
fupplying ; but they are not permitted to deal with places befieged ; 
neverthelefs Mr. Bufly furraounted this objection, by bribing the 
Morratoes, who, for the fake of marauding, undertook the pa- 
troles of Salabadjing’s army, to let the Lamballis pafs in the night, 
and it w.as efpecially concerted, that the convoys Ihould come in on 
the nights when the French troops made fallies on the enemy’s 
quarters. 

But money was equally necelfiry, and the want of it had well 
nigh reduced him to quit Charmaul ; for he had exhaufted the 
public, his own, and all he could borrow on his own ciedit, and 
had no means of raifing more, excepting by giving referipts on the 
revenues of the four ceded provinces ; but moft of the renters and 
polygars of thofe countries were, in the prefent conjunfture* encou- 
raged to withhold them by the letters which they received from the 
miniftry of Salabadjing, and ftill more by the p radices of Ibrahim 
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Cawn, the governor of Chlcacole, who, although raifed by Mr. 175^- 
Bufly to this poft, from the command of a company of Sepoys, ' — 
difavowed the French authority, and declared himfelf only fubjedl 
'to Salabadjing, as foon as he heard that the French army had 
flopped at Hyderabad ; on the news of which, the bankers, who 
had hitherto fupplied Mr. Bufly, agreed that it was not fafe to ad- 
vance money on thefe refcripts, nor on any other fecurity which 
he might offer ; but Vizerainrauzc, the Rajah of Vizianagur in 
Chicacole, judging with more fagacity than Ibrahim Ally, ordered 
his agents at Golcondali to afl'ure Mr. Bufly of his fidelity and the 
regular payment of his tributes ; and one night, when little ex- 
pe£led, and moft wanted, a man came to Charmaul, and, being 
permitted to Ipeak in piivate with Mr. Bufly, delivered with the 
meflage of Vizeramrauzc a fum of gold, as much as he could carry 
concealed under his garments. It was fufficient tor the prefent 
want, and the fame man afterwards furnifhed more as neceflary. 

On the day of the reconciliation, MurraferKhan and the delciter 
Mahmood Khan moved, and encamping with their Sepoys in a 
ftrong fituation at fome diflance from Golcondah, where they relied 
on the alfurances of proteftion which they had received from the 
wife of Salabadjing, who held the firfl: rank in his feragHo. Mr. 

Bufly neverthelefs fent out parties on feveral nights to llirprl/e 
them, and Mahmood Khan was taken ; but from confideratlon of 
his former fervices, and the good-will borne to him by the French 
Sepoys in general, his life was Iparcd. Murzafer Khan main- 
tained his ground fome weeks longer, until his Sepoys began to 
mutiny for want of pay, when fome of them proffered Mr. Bufly 
to deliver him up, who fent a party to receive him ; but a little 
while before the party arrived, he elcaped with a few attendants, 
and went to Poni, where he entered again into the fervice of Ba- 
lagerow, by whom he was fome time after put to death, for a con* 
fpiracy. 

No other military operations happened during the reft of the 
year at Golcondah. Shanavaze Khan continued to manage the af- 
fairs of the government as duan ; and Mr. Bufly interfered little in 
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Ills purpofes, having taken the refolution to proceed, vrith the 
greateft part of the troops under his immediate command, to reprefk 
the infurreftions, and regulate the government, in the ceded pro* 
vinccs. On the 1 6th of November, he began his march, with 500 
Europeans and 4000 Sepoys,- leaving 100 Europeans and 1000 Se- 
poys with Salabadjing at Golcondah, who towards the end of the 
year prepared to proceed to Aurengabad. 

The armament to Bengal had not only deprived the prefidency of 
Madrafs of the means of diftrelling the French affairs in the Decan, 
but left them without the power of making any military efforts in 
the province of Arcot No preffing occallons had required the fer- 
vice of their forces in the field in this part of the dcuniuions of 
their ally, the Nabob Mohamcd Ally ; hut the confufions which had 
induced the prefidency to fend Mohamed Iflbof into the MaDvra 
and TiNfVELLY countries had not fubfided, when his miffion itfelf 
prodviced new difturbances. 

This officer with MaphuAe Khan, and their refpeftive troops, re- 
mained at Chevelpetore during the months of June and July, and 
all the adjoining Polygars had either made their fubmiflrons, or 
feemed willing to be quiejt. He then requefted Maphuze Khan to 
march out of the country, and proceed with his troops to Arcot, 
according to the injundions of his brother the Nabob, who would 
be ready to fettle accounts with him, and pay what arrears might 
he due to his foldiery. Maphuze Khan acquiefeed without objec- 
tion, and Mahomed Iflbof lent with his camp the 18 pounder he 
had brought from Tritchinopoly, that it might be depofited in 
Madura, becaufe it encumbered his march up and down the country; 
and a company of Sepoys went to take care of the 1 8 pounder on 
the road. He then allotted fix companies to garrilbn Chevelpetore, 
and guard the adjacent countiy ; and with the reft, about 2000, in 
which were included thofe levied by the Nabob and fent to Ma- 
phuze Khan, he proceeded from Chevelpetore on the ift of Auguft, 
and on the loth arrived at the town of Tinivelly. 

By this time the prefidency of Madrafs had made arrangements for 
.the management of thefe countries, and concluded an agreement with 

Mootlilee, 
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]Moodilee, the native of Tinivclly, who came to Madraf» on this ^7:6, 

purpofe in the month of Aptih The foutheu and more fertile dif- v— ' 

trials, which in former times belonged to the kingdom of Madura, 
had by various alterations and appropriations been annexed to the 
government, and intermingled*" with the rent-rolls, of Tinivcll;. ; 
and the greater Moravar, during the confufions which pie\ aiLd line, 
the year 1750, had made encroachments on the weft , fo tliat wh.l 
remained at this time under the ancient denomination of M.uhin, 

.ind under the immediate jurifdiiftion of the ci»'y, did not extird in 
any diredlion above 40 miles, and, in moft, much left; -wliuh, 
being commanded on the weft and noith by mountains and Poly- 
gai s, and bound on the caft by the woods ol Motavar, wa^ in every 
part expofed to depredations from the wild inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood. The land of the tenitory is likewile in many parts in- 
cumbered with plots of rock , and, avhcrc free, the foil, except in 
a few diftridts to the fouth, is of laboiious and exjienfive cultivation. 

From thefe detriments and defefts, the annual re\ enue of the whole 
tenitory fcldom exceeds 120,000 rupees; at the fame time that the 
maintenance of the city, its garrifbn, and other military pofts in the 
country, raife the expences to triple this fum. On the other hand, 
the country now rated under Tinivelly is of much greater extent 
and fertility, commonly yielding a revenue from 1 1 to 1,200,000 
rupees a year ; but Ihould Madura and its diftrufts be in the hands of 
an enemy, the country of Tinivclly would be conftantly expofed to 
the moft ruinous attacks, and could receive no fupport from Trit- 
chinopoly ; which renders it ncceflary to maintain the one at a cer- 
tain lofs, as the only means of fecuring the advantages which may 
be derived from the other. The family of Mixidllee, having for 
100 years been employed in farming diftridts m both countries, 
had, in this long couifc of time, rented every part, and knew the 
properties of each. He accordingly refufed to undertake the dif- 
trifts of Madura, but offered to rent the countiy of Tinivelly for 
three years, at the annual rent of 1,100,000 rupees, clear of all 
expences, to be paid at three periods in cacli year : for which pur- 
pofe he was to be invefted with the ufual authorities of jurifdidions, 
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1756. civil and criminal: he obliged himfelf to maintain not lefs than 
‘ — * — ' 1000 of the company’s Sepoys, under the command of fuch offi- 

cers as the prcfidency fhould appoint; and engaged to produce, 
within three months from the contradl, the fecurity of fubftantial 
Jht offs^ or money-changers, for the regular payment of the ftipulated 
lums. The agreement was concluded in the beginning of July ; 
immediately on which Moodilee appointed agents, and fent orders to 
place flags 'vlth the company’s colours, in the cultivated lands ; and 
ibon after proceeded himfelf to adminifter his office in perlbn. 

Mahomed Iflbof, on his arrival at Tlnivclly, found that the agents 
of Moodilee had, in the beginning of their occupations, been over- 
ruled and infultcd by Meir Jaffier, who had hitherto managed the 
country for Maphuze Cawn. The difpute indeed had ceafed, but 
the grudge dill remained : and to prevent any farther efiedls, Ma- 
hometl Iflbof ordered Meir Jaffier to depart immediately to Madura, 
but permitted him to take three field-pieces which belonged to him, 
and whatfoever retinue he chofe : he at the fame time detached five 
companies of Sepoys to reinfoicc the garrifon of Madura, and or- 
dered them to protedl and watch Meir Jaffier and his people on the 
road. ’ They had not proceeded two days, when unexpe( 9 :ed intelli- 
gence flopped their march. 

On the arrival of Maphuze Cawn from Chevelpetore, all the 
cavalry in his fervice were affcmbled in the city of Madura ; their 
number was 2000, all of good quality, for he had dilbanded the 
Icfs efle<ftual. The day after his arrival, the Jemautdars in a body 
furrounded his houfe, and declared that he fhould not move out 
of it, until their arrears were paid, which, by their own account, 
amounted to 700,000 rupees. They were headed by the governor 
Danifhmend Cawn, who from this time was better known in the 
country by the name of Berkatoolah, although not the fame officer 
who defended Trinomalee in 1753. The company’s Sepoys in the 
garnfon wondered at thefe proceedings, difeourfed of them, and fuf- 
pedeJ that the tumult was concerted, as a pretence to keep pofieffion 
of the c ity ; tor Maphuze Cawn might have been flopped any where 
elfe, as well as atMadura : their opinions being known, and their fidelity 
2 unfhaken. 
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unfhaken, the Jemautdars of the cavahy fcizcd the commanders of the 
three companies, and having confined them, difarmed the common 
men, and turned them out of the town ; but the next day relcafed the 
bfficers, on recolle£lion that no advantage could be derived from their 
detention, and that they might, by continuing in = the city, learn what 
it was not wilhed they Ihould know. As foon as they were gone, the 
brother of Myana came into the city from the woods of Nattam with 
2000 colleries, a confiderable flock of provifions, and Ibme money ; 
in return for which fervice, the Jemautdars gave him the town of 
Tirambore and the pagoda of Coilguddy, in which they had Ibmc 
troops. The fuddennefs and fecility with which thefe operations 
palled, fufliclently Ihewed that meafures had been previoully con- 
certed for the fuccefs of the rebellion. The polTclIion of Ma- 
dura, the principal object of the conlpiracy, being fecured, it was 
not thought necelTary to dillemble any longer. Invitations w'ere 
fent to every Polygar in the country to join. A man mounted on 
an elephant was received in ceremony at Madura, bringing a patent, 
as from the Nabob, appointing Maphuze Cawn to the government : 
and parties fent into the neighbouring dillricts pulled and tore down 
with dcrifion the Company’s flags, which had been planted by the 
orders of Modilee, according to the cuftom of the country, on the 
lands appropriated to cultivation. 

The Sepoys which had been turned out of Madura, ftnt mef- 
fengers with an account of what hapened to Mahomed Iffoof, who 
had not entertained a Hirmife, when he received intelligence, of 
the revolt. He inllantly difpatched orders to the detachment maicli- 
ing to Madura, to halt, which they had already done ; and to fei/e 
Meir Jaffier and his efFefts. He appointed Jemaul Saheb to remain 
with looo Sepoys at Tinivelly, and proceeding himfelf w ith tlie reft, 
about 700, joined on the road the detachment he had fent forward, 
which the Sepoys coming from Madura had joined before. On the 
loth of Auguft he encamped at Secunder-maly, a ftiong poll three 
miles to the fouth of Madura : his whole force confifted of 1 500 
Sepoys and fix field-pieces ; but, not having a piece of battering can- 
non fince he had deprived himfelf of the 1 8 pounder, he w ilcly 
P 2 judged 



io8 The War of Coromandel. Book Vf. 

1 756. judged that It would be deftrudion to no purpofe to have attempted 

' an efcalade agalnft fuch fuperior numbers as were in the city ; for 

even the colleries light well behind walls. The day after his arrival 
fome cavalry advanced near his poft ; but were driven back by a few 
difcharges from the field-pieces, with the lofs of two men. Skir- 
mifhes of this kind palled every day after, and on fome without any 
lofs on either fide. On the 13th of September the renter Modilee 
arrived in the camp with two companies of Sepoys, which had 
cfcortcd him from Tritchinopoly through the countries of the two 
Moravars, and the next day he continued his journey towards 
Tinivelly. 

The Pulitavcr, Catabomiuaigue, and the other Polygars of Tinl- 
vclly, took time to conlider how they Ihould aft in confequence of 
the revolution at Madura, and the Jemautdars there, not finding them 
lb ready to join as they had expefted, began to think of preferving 
fome openings to a reconciliation with the prefidency. Accordingly 
they wrote letters apologizing for the revolt, and aferibed it intirely 
to their necelfities for want of pay : and lowered their demands to 
400,000 rupees. All the force which could be fpared from the imme- 
diate fervice of the Carnatic being at this time required for the reco- 
very of the Company’s fettlements in Bengal, the prefidency em- 
powered Captain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly either to treat with the 
Jemautdars, or to employ fuch other means as he lliould judge ex- 
pedient to recover Madura. On this authority Captain Calliaud fent 
his Interpieter from Trlchinopoly to Maphuze Cawn, who, in the 
very firft conference, unable to keep his temper, avowed that he 
thought h'unfelf very ill ufed by the appointment of another renter, 
and that he would never gjve up Madura, until the Tinivelly coun- 
tries were granted to him on the fame terms as they had been let 
to MoodiJee. The interpreter feeing no likelihood of accommodation 
Vv'ith him, tried with the Jemautdars, offering to pay 50,000 rupees 
iinmcdiately, although he had brought no money, and 150,000 
more after they fhould have evacuated the city. Tlie Jemautdars 
agreed to thefe terms and went to Mahomed Iflbof’s camp in order 
to obtain his confirmation, who not thinking himfclf fufficiently 

authorized,. 
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authorized, advifed them to wait, without departing from the agree- 
ment, until it could be ratified by Captain Calliaud ; to which they 
confeiited. Captain Calliaud approved of the terms, but added as an 
indifpenfible condition that Maphuze Cawn and Beikatoolah fliould 
be delivered up with the city. To this likewife the Jemautdars 
feemed to have no objeftion ; on which orders were difpatched to 
Moodilee to fend money and bills for the amount of the agreement 
without delay from Tinivclly. Thefe various negotiations and cor- 
refpundences employed 30 days, during which feveial events hap- 
pened which contributed to change the ftate of affairs. 

Tlie family of Moodilee by their occupation of renting the coun- 
tries had formed connexions with moft of the Polygars dependant 
on Tinivclly, more efpecially with thePuIitaver andCatabominalgue; 
and on his invitations the Pulitaver and feveral others met him on 
the road. Catabominaigue and others fent their agents ; all came, as 
ufual, with confidcrable retinues, and in the midft of this multitude, 
Moodilee entered the town of Tmivelly on the 27th of September, 
and proclaimed his commiffxon. But the Colleries of the Polygars, 
whom no confidcration can reftrain from thieving, committed night 
robberies in the town and adjacent villages. Several of them were 
taken and punifhed by the Company’s Sepoys; on which othcis 
ftole the effeXs of the Sepoys themfelves, who, Irritated as much by 
the infult as the lofs, transferred their refentment on Moodilee, be- 
caufe he fuffered the Polygars to reman in the town, and continued 
to treat them with civility. At the fame time the troops of Travan- 
core renewed their incurfions into the diftriXs about Calacad ; and 
Nabey Caw 11 Catteck, w'ho had concealed himfelf ever fincc the de- 
feat in which Moodemiah was killed, now appeared again, made 
overtures of reconciliation to Maphuze Cawn, which were accepted ; 
and having enlirtcd 400 of the horfe, which Maphuze Cawn had 
dlfbanded, kept traverfing the country between Madura and Tmivelly. 
Thefe difturbances, and the dlflention between the renter Moodilee 
and the Company’s- Sepoys, had already detericd the bankers from' 
furnifhing him with the fums neceflary for the commencement of 
bis own bufinefs, at the time that he was called upon to fupply 
3 the 
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J1756. the money for the payment of the Jemautdars at Madura. All he 
' ■' could difpatch immediately was 20,000 rupees, which flopped on the 
-road from an apprehenlion of being intercepted by Nabey Cawn 
Catteck ; and it was fome days before he could obtain authentic 
bills of exchange for the amount required. 

Mean while the Jemautdars having the power in themfelves, had 
taken no pains to conceal their negotiation from Maphuze Cawn and 
Berkatoolah, who, having no other means to overfet it, employed in- 
trigue. There was, among the Jemautdars, one named Seer Cawn, 
a man of art and fpirit, attached to Berkatoolah ; he had hitherto 
gone with the reft, with the view alone of leading them back, when- 
foever the opportunity fhould offer. No money coming on fcveral 
days in which it was expedted. Seer Cawn fuggefted to his comrades, 
that the interpreter had amufed them with the negotiation in order 
to cover fome other delign, perhaps the furprize of the city, by 
Mahomed Iffoof ’s troops at Secuiider Maly ; and advifed them to 
think of a reconciliation with their fiiends rather than tiuft any 
further to thofe whofe views they did not know. Mapliuze Cawn 
and Berkatoolah improved the effeds of thefe fuggeftions by lavifh 
promifes, which prevailed, and immediately after the reconciliation 
500 horfe marched to join thofe with Nabey Cawn Catteck. 

Notwithftanding this change, the interpreter ftill remained in the 
city with hopes of renewing the negotiation, on which Captain Cal- 
liaud refolved to go to Nattam himfolf, to be nearer at hand to give 
the neccffary inftrudions ; ahd, warned by the late difappointment, 
he took with him from Tritchinopoly an agent belonging to the 
houfe of Buckanjee, the principal firoff or banker in the Decan, 
whofe word was every where efteemcd as ready money. Arriving 
at Nattam on the 25th of Odober, he was met there by the inter- 
preter, and an officer lately font by the Nabob from Arcot to treat 
with the Jemautdars. The officer reprefented that neither Maphuze 
Cawn nor Berkatoolah were in reality averfe to an accommodation, 
but infifted that the prefidency fhould give their guarantee for the 
terms, fiiice neither of them would truft the Nabob : that Berka- 
■toolah, who was rich, required onlyprotedion for hisperfon, family, 

and 
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and efFefts ; but W^phuze Cawn, a provifion adequate to his rank. 
On this information Calliaud ordered the interpreter to renew the 
propofal of paying the Jemautdars, and pledged his own word to 
Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah ; but infifted that Maphuze Cawn 
Ihould immediately accompany him to Tritchinopoly. Both feemed 
fatisfied, and Maphuze Cawn made preparations as if he intended to 
proceed .to Nattam the next day ; but this day brought on the change 
of the monfoon, with fuch fevere and tempeftuous weather, that 
nothing could ftir abroad. The fort of Nattam had no Ihelter againft 
the Iky, and the rains holding without intermiffion, Captain Cal- 
Hand apprehenfive that the roads might become impaflable, and keep 
liim longer than he ought in prudence to remain out of his garrifon, 
left Nattam the next day, and reached Tritchinopoly on the 30th, 
where a day or two after came the interpreter, the Nabob’s officer, 
and a Jemautdar fent by Maphuze Cawn, to explain his own de- 
mands. He requefted to be placed in the government of diftnfts, 
any where in the Carnatic, from which he might appropriate 200,000 
rupees a year for his own maintenance ; and alledging that he had 
been obliged to fell every thing he had, to fatisfy in part the demands 
of his troops, he afked, but without infifting, for 20,000 rupees to 
furnifli himfelf again with neceflaries. Captain Calliaud difmifled 
the Jemautdar with afl’urances, that thefe terms Ihould be complied 
with, and fet out himfelf for Madrafs, in order to obtain the con- 
firmation of the prefidency, and to explain to them the general ftate 
of affairs in the fouthern countries. 

At this time the expedition to Bengal had carried away one half of 
the Englilh force in the C’arnatic, and intelligence of the declaration 
of war with France increafed the neceffity of every caution : in con- 
fequence of which Captain Calliaud on the fecond day of his jour- 
ney met letters from the prefidency, with pofitive orders not to quit 
his garrifon without their exprefs permiffion ; on which he imme- 
diately returned to Tritchinopoly. 

Mean while, the dlllentlon between the Company s Sepoys and 
their renter at Tinivelly had encreafed, and had produced evil con- 
fequences. Moodilee by his contraft was only obliged to furnifh the 

pay 
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1756. pay of the Sepoys employed by himfelf ; but Mahomed Iflbof by a 
wrong interpretation, imagined that Moodilee was obliged to main- 
tain the w'hole number wherefoever employed ; and moreover to dif- 
charge the arrears of their pay, of which two months v/ere due on 
his arrival in the country. In confequence of this miftake, Jemaul- 
fahal), who commanded the Sepoys in Tinivelly, demanded the 
amount, and on Moodilce'*s refiifing to pay it, confined him. under a 
guard for I'everal days ; during which he ordered the Pulitaver and 
the other Polygars to quit the town, with threats of fevere pu- 
nlflient if they remained any longer. They departed immediately ; 
but inftead of returning to their homes, the Pulitaver went to Nabey 
Cawn Catteck and offered him hisaffiftance, both in men and money; 
and by their united reprefentations, Catabominaigue was induced to 
join their league. At the fame time the troops of Travancore kept 
their ground, and continued their depredations in the diftiidls de- 
pendant on Calacad. The hopes of the advantages which might 
be derived from thefe confufions, were much more agreeable to the 
difpofition of Berkatoolah, than the fuccefs of his negotiation with 
the Englifli, by which he was to obtain nothing more than the 
pardon of his offences; and in the middle of November, as fbon as 
the ground was fufficicntly dry, to march, he went from the city, 
and put himfelf at the head of the 500 horfc, which had gone out 
before, and were now joined to thofe of Nabey Cawn Catteck, and 
the troops of the Polygars. The whole force amounted to 10,000 
men, of which 1000 were horfe. They were aflembled about 40 
' miles to the fouth of Madura, and inftead of proceeding direftly to 
the fouth, in the open country, ftructof'to the eaft into the diftri^ls 
of Catabominaigue, a part of whoJi?''\v'Oods extend within a few 
miles of the town of Tinivelly. JHfuing from thence at night before 
their approach was known, tK^ entered the town at day-break 
by feveral avenues, which were weakly guarded ; for Moodilee a few 
days before had marched with the greateft part of the Sepoys and his 
other forc^^^ut t;j 00 tiy miles to the fouth-eaff, in order to pro- 
te6t the diurStsor Alwar Tinivelly, againff which he had been led 
.to idievc the enemy defigned to bend their attack. The enemy re- 
mained 
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xnaiiied tWD days in Tiniv.elly, plundered much, but committed no 
eruehies ; and during this delay, Moodilee regained the fort of Pa- 
lamcolah, which {lands on the other fide of the river about three 
miles from the town. The fort is ipacious, but the ramparts were 
in ruins, neverthelefs capable of refifting an enemy, which had 
no battering cannon. Matchlocks and mulketiy were fired without 
any*mifchief for two days, during which the cavalry ravaged the 
country round. Mahomed Iffoof, who ftill continued at Secunder- 
maly, before Madura, received no certain intelligence of the enemy’s 
defign until four days after they were in motion ; he immediately 
{truck his camp and proceeded towards Tinivelly, and they hearing 
of his approach collefted all their parties and advanced to give him 
battle. The two armies met on the ift of December at Gangadoram, 

‘ About twenty miles north of Tinivelly. The inferiority of numbers 
was much more than compenfated by fuperior (kill ; the Company’s 
Sepoys faced the enemy on every fide with advantage of fituation and 
difeipline, and the field-pieces were fired wnth much execution 
againft the cavalry, whofe fortunes depending on the prefervation of 
their horfes, they quitted the conteft and the field. The next d.iy Ma- 
homed Iflbof proceeded to Tinivelly, and from thence marched into 
the defolated diftrifls, in order to give heart to the inhabitants, and 
recall them to their occupations. The Polygars returned to their 
woods, and Berkatoolah with his cavalry to Madura ; but Nabey 
Ccawn Catteck went to Chevelpetore, and not having means to attack 
the fort, in which were fome Sepoys, attempted to efcalade the 
pagoda in the town ; on which one of the Bramins went to the top 
of the high tower over the gateway, and after a ftiort but loud prayer 
of execration, threw hiinlelf headlong to the pavement, which 
dafhed out his brains ; the enemy, although Mahomedans, were io 
much afraid of incurring the general deteflation of the country, if 
their attempts againft the pagoda fhould incite any more afts of fuch 
enthufiaftic devotion, that they immediately retreated out of the town. 

Whim Captain Calliaud was in expiation of a conclufive anfwer 
from Maphuze Cawn’s agent, he received intelligence of the new 
confederacy, and their operations, and of Berkatoolali’s departure 

VoL. II. 0. from 
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from Madura to partake in their hoftilities ; nevetthelefs, foaie hopes 
of reconciliation ftill remained; for fome of the Jemautdars, although 
the Icffer number, were averfe to the turbulent proceedings of the 
others, and wiflied an accommodation on the terms which had 
once been fo nearly concluded : he therefore determined to make 
another trial, and fent Mr. William Rumbold, a lieutenant of his 
garrifon, who talked the languages of the country, together with 
the interpreter, to renew the negotiation. They were efcorted by a 
company of Sepoys, and arrived at Madura on the third of Decem- 
ber, and on the next day came into the town Berkatoolah, with his 
cavalry, which had been beaten by Mahomed Iffoof. 

Maphuzc Cawn received Mr. Rumbold with much civility, and 
in a private conference acknowledged his errors, apologized for his 
conduct, and promifed to accompany him to Tritchinopoly ; but 
neither of them fufpeded that a perfon had been placed behind a 
curtain to liften to their converfation. About an hour after the 
vifit, the Jemautdar Seer Cawn, with a body of horfe, befet Ma- 
phuze Cawn’s houfe, and made him a prifoner ; and after a meflage, 
which was not complied with, lent 30 horfemen to force Mr. Rum- 
bold out of the city ; who, having no means of refiftance, obeyed, 
and rejoined his elcort, which he had left at a choultry on the other 
tide of the river. As loon as he was gone. Seer Cawn aflembled all 
the Jemautdars, whom he perfuaded that Maphuze Cawn intended 
to fell them and the city. When they were fufficiently inflamed, 
Berkatoolah came in, and war was determined : but, whilft they 
were deliberating on the manner of conducing it, came a letter frorh 
Mr. Rumbold, threatening the utmoft vengeance of the Englilh na- 
tion for the indignity which had been offered to its reprefentative in 
his perfon ; and the immediate return of Mahomed Iflbof with all the 
Company’s Sepoys was held out as an earneft. of this refolution. The 
Jemautdars, ftartled at the expreflions of indignation in Mr. Rum- 
bold’s letter, agreed to invite him to return. He refufed, without 
public repaiintion ; of which they permitted him to didlate the mode ; 
conformable to which, Maphuze Cawn, with all the Jemautdars, 
came the next morning to the choultry, made many apologies, and 

condudled 
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conduced him back to the city ; where, on entering the gate, ho 1756. 
was faluted by the difcharge of all the cannon on the ramparts, — 
which were only 15 pieces. The negotiation was renewed on tlie 
fame terms as before ; and it was agreed to wait until the guarantee of 
the prefidency for the terms required by Maphuze Cawn and Berka- 
toolah, (hould arrive from Madrafs. But three days after this pre- 
liminary was fettled, Nabey Cawn Catteck, with his horfc, came 
from Chevelpetore, and immediately on his arrival offered to furnifli 
40,000 rupees for the prefent fubfiftence of the cavalry of the Je- 
mautdars, if they would relinquilh all treaty with the Englifh, and 
fend Mr. Rumbold away. On the buftlc occafioned by this pro- 
pofal, Mr. Rumbold went to Maphuze Cawn, who wept, and in his 
anguifh broke his fcal, that he might not be obliged to affix it any 
more to afts he did not approve. From Maphuze Cawn’s he went 
to Berkatoolah’s, where he aflembled and harangued the Jemaut- 
dars, who, after various difcuflions, confented that the articles to 
which, they had before acceded Ihould be immediately diawn up 
in both languages and executed by all parties ; k was now night, 
and to do this required fome hours; for every jemautdar was. to 
fign. This while was employed with mucli affiduity by Nabey 
Cawn Cattcck, who now offeied to fupply 3,500 lupces a day, 
which, bding fully fufficient for the maintenance of the whole body 
of cavalry, prevailed ; and Mr, Rumbold was adviled to take care 
of himfelf, as all the roads would fbon be flopped. He accordingly 
went out of the city the next mowing, as if be had fomething to 
regulate concerning his efcort of Sepoys j with whom he fet off at 
midnight, and reached the fort of Nattam without interruption, 
when, being out of danger, ho proceeded more Icifurely to Tritchi- 
nopoly, where he arrived on the 15th of December. Thus ended 
the third unfucceftful attempt to get polTeffion of Madura by ne- 
gotiation, in all of which the contumelious condudl of the Jemaut- 
dars was not the eflfed of fudden exigencies, but the refult of a 
plan formed by Berkatoolah to lead them to fuch extremities of 
affront, as fhould preclude all hopes of reconciliation with the 
Eftglilh. That fuch was their fituation ho eafily convinced them, 
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as foon as Mr, Rumbold was gone, and then declared he Intended 
not only to maintain the city, but likewife to recover the whole 
country for Maphuze Cawn. Thefe refolutions were not unani- 
moufly approved, but the diflenters were by far the fmaller number ; 
and letters of invitation were immediately diipatched to all the Po- 
ly gars, to Hydcr Naig the Myfore general, and to the King of Tra- 
vancore. A few days after, ^rkatoolah and Nabey Cawn Catteck 
went with 500 horfe to the Pulitaver’s place. The commander 
Mahomed IfToof, on receiving the fummons of Mr. Rumbold, had re- 
turned from the diftrids he was vifiting to Tinivelly ; where leav- 
ing as before 1000 Sepoys, he proceeded with the reft, about 1,800, 
towards Madura. The renter Moodilee, naturally timorous, refolved 
to accompany tlie greater force, and, befides his ufual retinue, was 
attended by 100 good horfe, which he had lately levied. They 
arrived on the i6th of December at Gangadorum, where Mahomed 
Iflbof hearing of Mr. Rumbold’s departure from Madura, halted to ob- 
ferve the motions of the enemy, and remained there until he received 
infoimation that Nabey Cawn Catteck and Berkatoolah had pafted to 
the Pulitaver’s, on which he proceeded to Chevelpetore, and en- 
camped there, in order to awe the Polygars in this part of the coun- 
try fiom joining the enemy. 

During the march Moodilee fent one of his relations, named Al- 
gapa, to negotiate a reconciliation with the Pulitaver, and offer fome 
diftri£ls as the fee of his alliance. The Pulitaver, who never refufed 
or kept his word on any occafion, lent an agent with Algapa to 
the camp at Chevelpetore, and at the fame time fent his troops to join 
Berkatoolah andNabey CawnCatteck. The agent, under the ufualpre- 
text of doing honour to his embafly, was accompanied by two or three 
hundred colleries. Mahomed Iflbof entirely difapproved of the inter- 
courfe, as he knew the Pulitaver’s charafter, and that fome of his 
people were at this very time plundering tothe weftward of Tinivelly. 
Unfortunately, during this mood of indignation, five of the agent’s col- 
leries were taken, ftealing oxen and horles belonging to the camp, and 
being brought to Mahomed Iflbof, he immediately put them to death, 
by blowing them off from the mouth of a camion ; a fimguinaiy exe- 
2 cution. 
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eution, not untrequent in Indolhn, and in this cafe atrocious. The 
agent, with all his retinue of Colleries, immediately ran away from 
the camp ; and their iryury determined the Pulitaver, perhaps for 
the firft time in his life, to aft with lome good faith toward thofe 
with whom he was connefted. But knowing the irrefolution of 
Maphuze Cawn, he, with his ufual cunning, was afraid of truftlng 
him in Madura expofed to the overtures and negotiations of the Eng- 
lilh, and inhfted that he Ihould come from thence to Nelletangaville, 
and remain at all times under his own ward. In confequence, Ber- 
katoolah, who was with the Pulitaver, fent for Maphuze Cawn, who, 
in the end of December, went from the city with 500 horfe. Thus 
clofcd the year in the countries of Madura and Tinivelly. 

Between- Tanjore and Tondlman the quarrel had continued, not- 
withftanding the retreat of the Tanjorlne army in the preceding year: 
but the letters of the prefidency of Madrafs, and the fubtle delays of 
Monaejee, again prevented the renewal of hoftilities until the end of 
June, when the forces of Tanjore were required to revenge another 
quarrel. The Danifli fettlement at Tranquebar had requelled an en- 
largement of their bounds, which' the king refufed, and the Danes 
foon after, on the pretence of fome outrages from his officers, at- 
tacked two pagodas in the neighbourhood. One they took, and whihl 
they were employed before the other, were attacked themfclves at a 
difadvantage by a large detachment of horfe and foot from Tanjore, 
who killed 40 of them, and wounded loo ; on which the left retreated 
to Tranquebar : a negotiation enfued, which, by the interpofition of 
the prefidency of Madrafs, was concluded in the middle of Auguft. In 
September began the great and long feaft of the king and his gods, 
which confumed the month. In Oftober, the approach of the rains 
gave Monaejee a pretence to keep the army iu quarters ; and after 
they fet in, it was impoflible to move until they were over. Tlie 
king then infilled, and Monaejee proceeded agalnft Killanelly Cottah, 
of which Tondiman had taken pofleffion in confequence of the fur- 
reptitious ceffion made to him the year before by Monaejee, who 
had clandeftinely affixed the King’s feal to the grant. It Hands 40 
miles s. by w, of Tanjore, and was Ilronger than any place which 

Tondiman 
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1756. Tondiman had taken befoie ; and theTanjorinos had made very little 
' — ^ in the attack at the end of the year. 

The French had not, during the year, meddled, excepting by private 
iiiftigations, in the quarrtlb of the iouthern countries. The Rhi ddy, 
whom they had reftored at Terriore, faded, as betoro, iit his tnbutes; 
on which they fent a party of 50 Europeans from Sejin,;ham, which 
weie joined by another from Pondicherry, who removed him, and re- 
Inflated the other, who likcwil'e had betbre been once appointed and 
once depofed. This expedition wasfiniflaed in the beginning of Fe- 
binary, but the party from Seringham remained at To uore to watch 
the tributes in future. In July 100 Europeans were takui fiom Se- 
1 Ingham, to compleat the detachment lent with Mr. Law to the re- 
lief of Mr. Bufly at Charmaul. By thefe fubftraflions, which were 
not leplaced, thegairilbn at Seringham, which before was fiipcrior, 
remained at tlie dole of the year only equal in Europeans to that of 
Tritchinopoly, eaclr having about 330 ; but zoo more were fent thi- 
ther from Pondicherry on the 9th of December ; and 500 Sepoya 
were raifing at Terriore, in order to equal the number in Tritchi- 
nopoly, which were 1500. Thus ended the year 1756 in Coro- 
mandel. 
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W E (hall now relate the progrefs and operations of the arma- 
ment fent for the recovery of the fettlements in Bengal. 

The fleet failing on the loth of October, met the currents fetting 
fo ftrongly from the North, that they were driven in the firft twelve 
days after thdr departure, fix degrees of latitude to the fouth of 
Madrafs ; and by this time the northern monfoon, during which 
the wind blows from the n. w. had gathered ftrength. In this 
feafbn the only way to get Bengal, is to fteer acrofs the bay to the 
Ihore of Tannafery and Arracan, along which the currents (lacken, 
and fometimes even tend to the northward ; and milder weather 
than in the middle of the bay enables the veflel to gain the lati- 
tude of the fands at the eafiern mouths of the Ganges ; from whence 
tides help acrofs to the road of Ballalbre, and from hence alTure the 
entrance into the river Hughley. Attempting this paflage with 
much adverfe weather, Admiral Watfon, on the loth of November, 
ordered the allowances of provifions and water to be retrenched. 
Two days after, the fire-lhip, unable to ftem the violence of the 
monfoon, bore away to Ceylon ; and the Marlborough, one of the 
company’s, failing very heavily, was left on the 1 6th by the reft 
of the fleet, which arrived in the foundings off Point Palmeiras on 
the firft of December. But the Cumberland and Salilbury not having 
kept the wind fo well as the others, ftruck on the dangerous fand 
which extends fcveral miles from that point out to fea ; both, how- 
ever, floated again ; but the Cumberland bore away to Vizagapatam. 
4 The 
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The Kent and Tyger gained the road of Ballafore, where the/ 
waited for the fpring tides until the 9th, when they proceeded 
under the condud of Englifli pilots into the river, and -arrived on 
.the 1 5th at Fulta. Here they were joined, on the 20th, by all the 
-other veffels, excepting the Cumberland and the Marlborough, the 
abfence of which greatly impaired the force of the armament : for 
the Cumberland was not only the largeft fhip in the fquadron, but 
had likewife on board 250 of the European troops; and the greateft 
part of the field artillery had been imprudently fhlpped on board of 
the Marlborough. 

The detachment with Major Kilpatrick had arrived at Fulta on the 
•fecond of Auguft ; but were not deemed a force fufficient to rifque 
lioftllities ; and the veflcls before aflembled there being too much 
crouded to receive them on board, they were obliged to encamp in 
the fwampy grounds near the town, where ficknefs prevailed 
amongft them fo much, that of the whole detachment, which 
was 230 when fent, one half were dead, and of the remainder not 
more than thirty men were able to do duty when Admiral Watfon 
arrived. 

The rainy feafon, which began whilft the Nabob was before Cal- 
cutta, prevented him after his return to Muxadavad from reaflum- 
ing his former intention of attacking bis relation the Phoufdar of 
Purneah until the month of Oftober. He then marched to that 
country ; when the two armies encamped in fight of each other, 
the Phoufder, a head-ftrong youth, faw the general Meer Jaffier 
with a patty reconnoitring, and miftaking his enfigns for the Na- 
bob’s haftened with the foremoft of his cavalry to attack him, and 
was killed in the onfet. The country of Purneah fubmitted im- 
mediately after his death, and the Nabob returned in triumph to his 
capital ; where, ruminating on the excefs and apparent fecurity of 
his fortunes, he continued to imagine, that the Englifli would never 
venture hoftilities in his dominions ; to which prefumption his igno- 
rance did not a little contribute ; for he was often heard to fay, that 
he did not believe there were ten thoufand men in all Europe. His 
aninifters, however, had convinced him, that his revenues would be 

much 
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much diminiftied by the lofs of the Englifli trade: which Ind Je- 1756. 
termined him to permit their return ; but under the fame reftiidions ‘ — 

as they were iubjeft to in the reign of Jaffier, before their cnihali V 
to Delhi. On hearing of the arrival of the ai mament, he ordered fiis 
whole army to aflemble at Muxadavad, and prepared to m trch to 
Calcutta. The governor of this place, Monickchtind, having fore- 
feen the war, had been diligent in impro\ing his garrifon, had for- 
tified Buz-buzia, and had begun to ered a fort, which he called 
Aligur, on the bank of the river oppofite to Taiinah ; but only 
part of the rampart commanding the river was finifoed. The 
Phoufdar of Hughley purchafed two (hips, which he loaded with 
bricks, intending to (ink them in the narrow pafs of the river be- 
tween Tannah and Aligur. 

Before the arrival of the armament, letters from the court of di- 
reftors in England, had appointed Mr. Drake, with three other mem- 
bers of the council, to ad as a felcd committee, in the condud of all 
political and military affiiirs. They had already alTociated Major Kil- 
patrick, and as foon as the fleet arrived at Fulta, they added Mr. 

Watfon and Colonel Clive to their board. The letters which Clive 
had brought from Madrafs, accompanied by one from himfelf and 
another from Mr. Watfon, full of threats, were font open to Mo- 
nickchuud, the governor of Calcutta, in order to be forwarded to the 
Nabob. Monickchund replied that he dared not fend letters written in 
fuch menacing terms ; and on receiving this anfwer, it was deter- 
mined to commence hoftilitles. The ablence of the troops on board 
the Cumberland was in feme mcalure fupplied by the recovering 
men of Kilpatrick’s detachment, and by a company of feventy vo- 
lunteers, who embodied themlelvcs at Fulta. 

All the (hips and velTels, as well tliole which were juft arrived, 
as tho(e which were before aflembled atFnlta, left this place on the 
27th of December, and the next afternoon anchored at Mayapore, a 
town ten miles below the fort of Buz-buzia. This fort Mr. Watfon 
determined to attack the next day ; and, as it was fuppo(ed that 
the garrifon would defend it but a very little while, it was refolved 
to lay an ambufeade, in order to intercept* their retreat towards 

VoL. II. R Calcutta. 
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1756. Calcutta. All the men of Adlercron’s regiment who were arrived, 
‘ being 120, remained on board the (hips of war. The reft of the 
battalion, 500, with all the Sepoys, and ftvo field-pieces, landed, 
and at fun-fct marched from Mayapore, under the command of Co- 
lonel Clive, and under the conduct of Indian guides. The field-pieces, 
with a tumbril of ammunition, were drawn by the troops : for the 
council at Fulta, through dread of the Nabob’s refentment, had not 
ventured to provide any bullocks either of draught or burthen. The 
guides, in order to prevent dilcovery, led the troops at a diftance 
from the river, through a part of the country, which was uninha- 
bited indeed, but full of fwamps, and continually interfered by deep 
rivulets, which rendered the draught and tranfportation of the three 
carriages fo tedious and laborious, that the troops did not arrive un- 
til an hour after fun-rife at the place of ambufeade. This was a 
large hollow, which in the rains might be a lake, finking about ten 
feet below the level of the plain : it lay about a mile from the river, 
a mile and a half north-eaft of Buz-buzia, and half a mile to the caft 
of a high-road leading from this place to Calcutta. The eaftern, 
and part of the fouthern bank of the hollow, were Ikirted by the 
huts and enclofures of a village, which feemed to have been aban- 
doned fome days before. The grenadiers and 300 Sepoys were de- 
tached from the hollow, to take pofleflion of another village on the 
bank of the river adjoining to the northern wall of the fort of Buz- 
buzia ; where, it was fuppoled, that their appearance would induce 
the garrifon to miftake them for the whole of the Englilh troops oa 
Ihore ; and that in confequence of this notion they would retreat 
along the high road, inftead of the bank of the river. The com- 
pany of volunteers were detached, and pofted themfelves in fome 
thickets near the high road, but on the farther fide from the hollow, 
towards which it was intended that their fire fhould driv^ the fugi- 
tive garrifon. The reft of the troops remained with Colonel Clive, 
and concealed themfelves, Ibme in the hollow, and others in the 
adjoining village, and the two field-pieces were placed on the north- 
fide of the villagp. Tlie troops being exceffively fatigued, were per- 
mitted 
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mitted to quit their arms, in order to get reft ; every man laid him- 
felf down where he thought beft, fome in the village, others in the 
hollow ; and from a fecurity which no fuperiority or appearances 
in war could juftify, the common precaution of ftationing centinels 
was negledted. In a few minutes they were all afteep. It happened 
that Monickchund, the governor of Calcutta, had come the day 
before to Buz-buzia, with 1500 horfe, and 2000 foot. This officer 
had no courage, but much circumfpe£tion ; and fome of his (pies 
had followed the Englifh from Mayapore, and had obferved all their 
motions in the morning. 

About an hour after the troops had lain down to fleep, they were 
awakened by the fire of fmall arms on the eaftern fide of the village, 
into which, at the fame time, a multitude of matchlock men were 
difeovered advancing with refolution. All the foldiers, wherefoever 
fcattered, hurried on the alarm into the hollow, in which their arms 
were grounded, about 60 yards from the cnclofures on the eaftern 
bank ; here they formed the line as faft as they could ; but, unfortu- 
nately, the artillery-men, inftead of repairing to the two field-pieces, 
which would have protefted the whole, ran to feek proteftlon them- 
felves from the line. During this confufion, the enemy, meeting 
no refiftance, advanced and took pofleffion of the eaftern bank ; from 
whence, under the fhelter of various covers, they kept up a conti- 
nual, although irregular fire, w'ounding feveral, and killing an en- 
flgn. Colonel Clive, apprehenfive of a panic, ftiould he order the 
troops to march out of the reach of the enemy’s fire, commanded 
the line to ftand firm, and detached two platoons, one from the right, 
the other from the center, oppofite to which the enemy’s fire was 
ftrongeft. Of the platoon from the center eight men were killed by 
one volley, before they gained the bank ; the reft neverthelefs re- 
turned the fire, and then forced their way with their bayonets into 
the village ; where they were joined by the other platoon, which 
had fucceeded with the lofs of only three men. This intrepidity 
quelled the enemy’s courage, who no longer appeared in bodies, 
but fhifted in fmall parties from fhelter to fhelter, firing rarely, auJ 
with little eftedl ; ho^vever, forae officers on horfeback expofed thf in- 
R 2 folvts 
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17^,6. felves with much refolution, endeavouring to rally tliclr men ; but 

— x — ' in vain. In the mean time, the company of volunteers, as foon as 

they heard the firing, marched back fiom the high road, andrefcued' 
the field-pieces, of which fbme of the enemy had taken pofleffion, 
but did not know how to ufe them. Upon this, the artlllcry-mcn re- 
turned from the line to the field-pieces, and immediately began to 
fire them into the village, which foon drove all the enemy out of it, 
who fled as fafl: as they could to join a large body of horfe, which 
Was now dilcovcred advancing from the fouth towards the hollow : 
but, on perceiving the fugitives coming from the village, this ca- 
valry halted at the diftance of half a mile. On this the Englilh 
troops, with the field-pieces, formed regularly on the plain, and 
advanced towards the enejny, who were commanded by Monick-' 
chund. They flood feveral fhot from the field-pieces, until one , 
chanced to pafs very near the turband of Monickchund, who imme- 
diately gave the fignal of retreat by turning his elephant, and the 
whole body marched away to the north-eaft and returned to Calcutta- 
Had the cavalry advanced and charged the troops in the hollow, at 
the fame time that the infantry b^an to fire upon the village, it i^ 
not improbable, that the war w'ould. have been concluded on the 
very firft trial of hoflilities. 

As foon as the enemy retreated, the troops marched to the village 
on the bank of the river, from whence the detachment polled there, 
was advancing to join them. By this time the Kent, having out- 
failal the other fhips, anchored before Buz-buzia, and alone fileuced 
the cannon of that fort ; hut the troops having already undergone 
fo much fatigue, It was detci mined to defer the aflault until the 
TU'Xt morning. They pafled the lefl; of the day in the village, with- 
out giving or receiving any moleftation, and in the evening were 
joined by 250 fiiilors from tlie fij padroni One of thefc having got 
drunk, flraggled, at eight in the Gening, to the ditch of the fort, 
which he c rolled, and fcrambled up the rampart ; where, finding 
no ccntiiiels, he hollowed to tlie advanced guards in the village 
that he had taken the fort ; on which they quitted their poll, and 
joined him on the rampart, when they found the place evacuated, 
i the 
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the enemy having abandoned it as Ibon as it grew datk enough to 1756. 
conceal their retreat. Several guards of Sepoys proceeded imme- * 
diately to poft ceiitinels round the walls ; and whilft this was doing, 
fome other failors, who were likewife very drunk and had got into 
the fort, fuppofed fome of the Sepoys to be fome of the enemy’s 
men who had not efoaped ; and in this notion fired their piAols, and 
killed Captain Campbell, an officer of the company’s troops. 

The operations of the morning at the hollow, irregular and im- 
perfeft as they were, changed the contemptible opinion which 
Monickchund and his foldiery had conceived of Englifh troops, from' 
their own fuccefs at the taking of Calcutta ; and on his return' 
from Buz-buzia to that place, he remained there only a fow hours, 
and leaving 500 men to defend the fort, went away with the reft 
of his command to Hughley, where having likewife communicated ’ 
his own terrors, he proceeded to carry them to the Nabob at Muxa- 
davad. On the other hand, the refolutlon and aftivity with which 
the enemies matchlock men began their aflault on the village, im-- 
prefled moft of the Englifli officers, and many of the common men, 
with a much higher opinion of the troops of Bengal than they de- 
ferved. 

The floop of war had been fent forward fome days before, and 
anchored in fight of the forts of Tannah and Aligur, where her ap- 
pearance had deterred the governor of Hughley from fending the 
ffiips laden with bricks, which he had intended to fink in the pafs. 

The fleet left Buz-buzia on the 30th of December, and anchored 
on the I ft of January between thofe forts, which the enemy aban- January; 
doned without firing a fliot, leaving on the platforms 50 pieces of 
cannon, which they had brought from C.ilcutra, many of which 
however were not mounted. The next morning. Colonel Clive, 
with the greateft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, landed and 
marched alcmg the high road from Aligur to Calcutta ; and at nine • 
o’clock the Kent and Tyger anchored before the Enghfo fort ; but 
for want of wind could not immediately prefont their broadfides ; 
during which difadvantage the enemy cannonaded them brilkly from 
the line of guns on the brink of the river, killing nine men in the 

Rent, 
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Kent, and feven in the Tyger ; but their fire flackened as that from 
the Ihips incrcafed ; and b^re eleven they deferted the fort, and 
foon after the town ; when a detachment fent from the fhips, under 
the command of Captan Coote, hoifted the Englifh colours in the 
fort ; for the troops with Colonel Clive were not yet arrived. The 
next day Admiral Watfon put Mr. Drake, and the former members 
of the council, in pofleffion of the government. 

The greateft part of the merchandizes belonging to the company, 
which were in the fort when taken, were found remaining without 
detriment ; for this part of the plunder had been referved for the 
Nabob; but every thing of value belonging to the inhabitants had 
been removed out of the fettlcment : fomc of the beft houfes had 
been demolifhed, and others damaged by fire ; in the middle of the 
fort a mofque was eredled with the materials of feveral buildings 
which had been pulled down to make room for it ; but no alterations 
had been made in the fortification. About 50,000 of the Indian 
inhabitants had returned to their dwellings during the government 
of Monickchund ; they were indeed moftly of the lower ranks of 
people ; for his rapacity had deterred fuch as were known to have 
property from trufting themfelves within his reach. 

Whatfoever joy the Englifh inhabitants might feel at their refto- 
ration to the town, it was foon allayed by the contemplation of the 
ruined ftate of their habitations, and of the poverty to which they 
were reduced, having no means to procure themfelves fubfiftence, but 
their ufual allowances from the company. 

Mr. Drake, notwithftanding his adverlities, had retained fome cor- 
refpondents, and the company’s money fome fpies, from whom he 
received intelligence as foon as he arrived at Calcutta, that the town 
of Hughley was in great confternation, and that it would be fome 
time before the Nabob’s army would march from Muxadavad ; upon 
which the committee refolved to attack Hughley without delay. The 
twenty-gun fhip, the floop of war, and three other veffels, were ap- 
pointed to this fervice ; and on board of them embarked 150 Euro- 
peans, being thofe of Adlercron’s regiment, with 200 Sepc^ ; they 
failed on the 4th of January, and hoped to reach Hughley in one 
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tide; but the twenty-gun fliip ftruck upon a faud-bank, which flop- 
ped their progrefs for five days. On the loth they arrived at 
Hughley. 

This town Keth about 23 miles above Calcutta, adjoining to the 
north part of the Dutch fettlement of Chinchura, from whence it 
extends three miles on the bank of the river : at the northern extre- 
mity of the town is a fort, which was at this time garrifoned by 
2000 men : 3000 more had been lent from Muxadsivad to guard the 
town, but thefe retreated as foon as the Englifh troops landed ; re- 
maining however within a few miles. The veffels battered the fort 
until night ; and although the breach was fcarcely pradlicable, it was 
determined to ftorm it before break of day. A falfe attack was made 
at the main gate, whilft Captain Coote with the other divifion, accom- 
panied bylbme failors, mounted the breach before they were difeovered 
by the garrifon, who no foonerfaw the Englifh on the ramparts, than 
all of them quitted their pofts, and fled out of the lefler gate. Three 
Europeans and ten Sepoys were killed in the attack. On the 1 2th 
Captain Coote, with 50 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, marched to the 
Bandell, a large village three miles north of the fort, where they 
deflroyed feveral granaries of rice, and in their return were fui> 
rounded in the village by the fugitive garrifon, and the troops which 
had been fent from Muxadavad, from whom they difengaged them- 
felves without lofing a man. On the 1 6th a party proceeded in boate 
fome miles to the northward, and deftroyed feveral more granaries 
on each fide of the river, and on the 19th the Europeans, with the 
fnialler veflels, returned to Calcutta.. 

During this expedition to Hughley, news arrived from Aleppo, that 
war had been, declared between Great Britain and France in the pre- 
ceding month of May. There were 300 Europeans, and a train of 
field artillery at Chandernagore ; and the felefl committee of Calcutta 
expefted that they would immediately join the Nabob, with whom* 
it was thought, that the Englifh force, great as it was, would then 
be unable to cope, and in this perfiiafion they determined to treat 
with him. Accordingly Colonel Clive wrote a letter to the 
Siats at Muxadavad requefling them to a£l as mediators ; but news 
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of the attack upon Hughlcy arriving at the fame time, exafperated 
the Nabob and all his offictis lb much, that he immediately began 
his march, and the Seats were afraid to appear as friends to the 
Englilh; they however deputed their ableft agent Rungeet Roy to 
attend the Nabob, and ordcied him to correfpond with Colonel Clive. 
The merchant Omichund likewife accompanied the Nabob’s army. 
This man, anxious to recover his /battered fortunes, had followed 
him fiom Calcutta to Muxadavad, where ingiatiating himlelf wdth 
Moonloll, who althougii no public mmiftcr, had more influence than 
all of them together, he ft>ou acquired a degree of confidence and 
intimacy with the Nabob himlelf ; who neverthele/s reftored with 
a very fparing hand his eflldfs which had been feized in the general 
plunder and confil'catiou of the Engli/h property. Omichund being 
likewife proprietor of raoft of the beft houfes, and having many 
other inteiefts in Calcutta, was folicitous to regain his former in- 
fluence amongft the Enghlh, by promoting the pacification. 

In the mean time the Engli/h had not been negligent in making 
preparations to oppofe the Nabob’s approach to Calcutta, for they had 
fortified a camp with feveral outpofts around it, about a mile to the 
northward of the town, and half a mile from the bank of the river. 
The fituation was well cho/en ; for a large lake, which commenceth 
about two miles to the eaftward of the Morattoe ditch, and adjoins 
to mar/hes which extend to the fea, rendered it impoflible for an 
enemy coming from the northward to enter the company’s territory 
without pa/Tiug in fight of the camp ; and at the end of the month 
the field artilleiy of the army was compleated by the arrival of the 
Marlborough, which had the greateft part on board. On the 30th, 
the Nabob’s army .began to crofs the river, about 10 miles above 
Hughley. Their approach immediately deterred the villagers from 
bringing any more provilions either to the town or camp, and all 
the natives who had been hired for the fervices of the army, deferted. 
The want of bullocks ftill continued, and there was but one horfe 
either in the camp or town, and this had been brought from Madrafs. 
However, the apprehenfions of the French joining the Nabob, were 
in a great meafure removed ; for they, Inftead of this refolution, 

which 
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which it was certainly their interell to have taken without delay, re- 
fufed bha their afiiftance,' and propofed to the Englilh, that the two 
nations fliould engage by treaty not to commit hoftilities againft each 
j^er in Bengal durmg the continuance of the war - in Europe. 
Neverthelefs,. Colonel Clive defpaired of viftory over the Nabob, al- 
though unaflifted by the French force; and yielding to the advice 
^f Rungeet Roy, wrote a letter to. the Nabob on the 30th of Ja- 
nuary propofing peace. The Nabpb anfwered with expreffions of 
[ 'Cordiality; but continued his march. As he approached, an Arme- 
nian, named Petrus, brought and carried feveral melTages ; and on the 
ad of February, the Nabob defired to confer with deputies, and 
proraifed to fend paffports for them in the evening ; but no paflports 
came; and the next morning at day-break, the villages to the 
north^eaft were feen in flames, and foon after the van of his 
army appeared advancing m full march towards Calcutta. Their 
way was along a high road, which runs for a mile north and fouth, 
until it, reaches the head of the lake, where was a bridge of ma- 
fonry, from whence the road turns and continues in the direftion of 
eaft weft, almoft in a ftreight line for two miles until it joins 
the N. $. part of the Morattoe ditch ; fo that if the bridge had been 
retrenched, and a detachment with two field-pit ces pofted there, 
the enemy muft have pafled between this poft and the camp : but 
Colonel Clive, perhaps not imprudently unwilling to divide his fouc, 
and equally fo to break off the negotiation with the Nabob, fuflered 
the trocjps in fight to pafs unmolcfted ; who fpread themfclves with- 
out the,Morattoe ditch, and a body of their Loucheeiy or plunderers, 
who ar^ firmed with clubs, pafled into the company’s territory about 
noon, and attacked the houlcs of the natives in the northern p.Tt 
of the town ; but a detachment which "had been pofted at Pening’.-, 
redoubt, fallied, and, killing fome of them, returned with 50 pii- 
foners; which deterred the enemy from making any more inemfions 
ducing the reft of the diy. In the plain, troops after tioops, in dif- 
ferent injtervals, followed the firft that appeared ; and in the after- 
noon a large body, W’ith cannon and coolies, began to- intrench 
themfelves in a large garden on the right hand of the road, midway 
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1757. between the bridge and the Morattoe ditch, and about a mile and 1 
f fouth-eaft of the Englilh camp. On this Infult, Colond 

Clive immediately marched wkh the greateft part of his troops, and 
fix field-pieces ; as they approaphed, the enemy fired upon, them from 
nine pieces of cannon, and feveral bodies of their cavalry drew up 
on each fide of the gardfen, of which the attack appeared fo ha*- 
zardous, tliat Clive retrained thp adion to a cannonade, which con* 
tinued only an hour, that the troops might regain the camp before 
dark : three Sepoys and- two artillery men were killed, and about ten. 
of the enemy’s horfe. 

The next morning, the main body of the enemy’s army appeared 
advancing in the fame road as the van had palled, and a letter was 
received from the Nabob, defiring that the deputies would come to 
Nabob-gunge, a village fix miles to the north of the canip : on 
which Mr. Wallh and Mr. Scrafton were immediately fent ; who 
when they arrived' at Nabob-gunge, found that the Nabob had' 
quitted it Ibme hours before ; on which they followed in the track 
of the army, and in the evening arrived at his quarters, which he 
had taken up in a garden belbnging to Omichund, fituated in the 
north-caft part of the company’s territory, within the Morattoe ditch. 
Here they were introduced by Rungeet Roy to the prime mlnifter 
Roydoolub, who fufpefling that they intended to afiaHinate the 
Nabob, defirpd to examine whether they had piftoU concealed, and 
then infifted that they Ihould quit then- Iwords ; but finding that 
they would not lubmit to this humiliation, he condui£led them to the 
Durbar, where the Nabob was fitting in full ftate, accompanied by 
all his principal officers : many others of inferior degree, fuch as 
were of the largeft llature, ,and bore the greateft marks of ferocity 
in their countenances, had likewile been lelefted to attend on this 
occafion ; who, to appear ftill more terrible, were drelled in thick 
fluffed garments, with enormous turbans, and during the audience 
fat fcowling at the deputies, as if they only waited the fignal to 
murder them. The deputies begin by expoftulating with the Nabob 
for eivterlng the company’s limits, whilft he was amufing Colonel 
CUve with offers of peace, after which they delivered a paper con- 
i raining 
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taining their propofais, which the Nabob read, and having wiiifpered 1757* 
to fome of his olfficers, defired the deputies to confer with the Duan, p^ruar^ 
and ^finified the affembly. As the deputies were going out, Omi- 
chund, who had been prefent at the audience, advifed them to take 
care of themfelves ; adding, with a very fignificant look, that rlie 
Nabob’s cannon was not yet come up. The deputies fufpedling 
that the Nabob intended to detain them prifoners, ordered their at- 
tendants to extinguilh their lights ; and inftead of going to the tent 
Duan, haftened along the high road within the Morattoe 
OT 2 !h -to Perring’s redoubt, and from thence to the camp. 

Their report determined Colonel Clive to attack the Nabob’s camp 
in the morning. At midnight 600 Tailors armed with firelocks were 
landed from the ihips of war; the battalion of Europeans were 
650, tlie artillery-men 100, the Sepoys 800, the field-pieces 6 fix- 
pounders. • The order of march was a line advancing in half-files, 
that is three men abreafi : half the Sepoys marched before, and half 
behind the battalion of Europeans j in the rear were the field-pieces 
with the artilleiy-men and Lafcars, and all the Tailors. To leflen 
the incumbrance of carriages, there being no bullocks to draw them, 
the Lafcars carried the ammunition of the field-pieces on their heads ; 
and to deter them from flinging away their loads and taking flight, 
they were guarded on all fides by a part of the failors ; other Tailors 
were allotted to draw the field-pieces, and the reft of them marched 
as they ^ould. Immediately behind the rear divifion of Sepoys ; Colo- 
nel Clive kept in the middle of the battalion. Of the Nabob’s army, 
a part, with the general Meer Jaffier, were within the Morattoe ditch ; 
and moft of theTe encamped near Omichund’s garden, as a protedlion 
to the Nabob, who lay there ; but much the grcateft part encamped 
between this ditch and the lake, overlprcading all the ground be- 
tween, without method or order. A little before the dawn of day, 
the Englilh line came upon their advanced guards, ftationed in the 
ditches of that part of the high road which leads fiom the brid^ 
at the head of the lake, to the Morattoe ditch. TheTe guards, aftei; 
firing their matchlocks, and diTchaiging fome rockets, ran away; but 
one of the rockets ftriking the cartouch-box of one of the ^poys, 
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1757. fet firt t» the charges, which blowing up, communicated mit-,- 
chief to feveral others, and the dread of catching this fire threw the 
whole dlvlfion into confufion ; fortunately none of the enemy were 
at hand to take advantage of it, and Captain Coote, who marched at: 
the head of the grenadiers, immediately in the rear of the Sepoys;* 
rallied them ; and reftored the line of march. By this time it was day- 
light, when a very thick fog, |!i&uliar to the mornings of this feafon 
of the year in Bengal, began to overfpread the ground. The line 
proceeded without farther interruption, until they came oppolft^lfo 
Omicluind’s garden, when they heard the found of horfo comtil^ 
upon them on the full gallop from the right ; on which they halted. 
I'liis cavalry was a body of Perfians excellently mounted, and fta- 
tioned as an outguard to the Nabob, under that part of the Morattoe 
ditch, which eiiclofos Omichund’s garden : they were fullered to 
come witfiin thirty yards befi>re the line gave fire, which fell heavy,, 
and killing many of them, the reft inftantly difperfed in great con- 
fufion. The line then proceeded flowly, platoons conftantly firing 
on cither hand ; whilft the field-pieces in the rear fired fingle -balls 
forward, but obliquely outward, on each fide of the line ; but all 
without any immediate otgedl ; for the fog prevented any man from 
feeing beyond the ground on which he trod. About a mile to the 
fouth of tlie garden is a narrow caufeway, raifcd feveral feet above the 
level of the country, with a ditch on each fide ; it leads from the 
eaft to the Morattoe ditch, and acrofs it into the company’s territory. 
The enemy had barricaded thcpaflage; which it was intended to 
force, and from thence to proceed, as it were, back again, along 
the high road ad joining to and on the infide of the rampart, in order 
to attack the Nabob’s quarters at the garden but as foon as the firft 
divifion of Sepoys changed their former direftion and began to march 
along the caufeway, the field-pieces in the rear, on the right of the 
line, continuing to fire forward, killed feveral of them ; upon which 
the whole divifion fought their fafcty in thp ditch, on the other fide 
of the caufeway, and the troops who fucceeded them croffed it like- 
wife, not knowing ^^hat to do. As foon as this was reported to Co- 
lonel Clive, he ordered the whole line to continue crofiiog the 
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caufeway, but to halt imuMi^tely after they ha 4 iiitei^d- 

iiig to ibrm them int^ fome difpofttion, proper to ftorm the j^fs ; 
this bought the whole together into one irregular beap» and whilft 
Golppel Glive was waiting for the return of two or iree officers, 
wh^ he had, ^t^to eiitaaaine the barricade, the troops were unex-. 
pededly aftailed by a difcharge from two pieces of heavy^spoincxi, loaded 
with langrain, and mounted within yards, upOn a fmall baftion 
of the Morattoe ditch, to the right of the barricade, which killed 
and difabled 33 Eur&peans j another difcharge foon followed-, with 
lefs, but, however, with fome effc<ft. This annoyance inftantly over- - 
fet the refolution of ftorming.the pafs ; and tire line immediately - 
began to extend itfelf again, as well to prefent the feweft bodies to » 
die cannonade, as to gain without delay a broad high road, wliicli, 
about half a mile to the fouth of the cauleway, erodes the Morattoe 
ditch into the company’s territory, and then joins the avenue leading 
to the fort of Calcutta. But their progrefs was now continually re- 
tarded by the excefllve labour and difficulty of tranfporting the field- 
pieces ; for the ground between the caufeway and the road was laid 
out in fmaJl rice fields, each of which was enclofed by a feparate 
bank, fo that the field-pieces could only be drawn along the ditches 
between the banks, and were therefore at every field in a different 
direction:’ Ibmetunes, iikewlfe, it was necefl'ary to raife them over 
the banksanto the field, in order to repulfe the enemy’s cavalry ; who 
after ninel o’clock, when the fog cleared, were difeovered threaten- 
ing to thd left ; fver and anon advancing fo near, that it was necef- 
fary to detach platoons from the line to repulfe them. - Iii the mean 
time the fire of the enemy’s two pieces of cannon continued, and a 
quarter of a mile to the fouth of thefe, two other pieces began 
likewifo to annoy the line from the fame rampart. At ten, , 
after much fatigue and aflion, the troops, having absuidoned two 
of the field-pieces, which had broken down', arrived, and formed 
in the high-road leading to the avenue, where a body of horfo 
and foot were pofted in front to defend the paflage acrofs the 
Morattoe ditch. Several very large bodies of cav^y likewife 
affembled in the rear, aftitfg with more courage tb»n thofe in 
2 front. 
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1757, upon one of the field-pieces,’ which was 

gallaiitly refcued by Enfign Yorke, with a platoon of Adlercron*s 
reg^eiit. . The fire of a few other platoons difperfed fhe eneniy in 
fr«jt ; and the troops beit^ now within the company’s territory, 
m^ht have proceeded odong the toad on "^e infide of the ditch, 
quite up to Omichund’s garden^ where the Nabob ftill remaned, 
furrounded by a large body ap^valry; but Colonel Clive thinking 
that they had already endured too much fetigue, continued march- 
ing ftreight along .the avenue to the fort;**where they arrived about 
noon. Twenty-feven of the battalion, iz failors, and 18 Sepoys 
tv'ere killed, and 70 ^ the battalion, with 12 failors, and 35 Sepoys, 
were wounded; two captains of the Company’s troops, Pye and 
Bridges, and Mr. Belcher, the fecretaiy of Colonel Clive, were 
killed ; Mr. -Ellis, a factor, who with feveral other young men in 
the mercantile fervice of the company, ferved as a volunteer, loft his 
leg by a cannon ball. The greateft part of this mifchief was done 
by the four pieces of cannon from the rampart of the Morattoe ditch. 
In the evening the troops returned to their camp, paffing through the 
town along the ftreets neareft to the river, and part of the way 
within a quarter of a mile of the ftations of the enemy, who did not 
moleft them. 

The troops, officers as well as common men, difpirited by the lofs 
which had been fuftained, and the rifqucs to which they had been 
eapofed, as they thought, to very little purpofe, blamed^beir com- 
mander, and called the attempt rafh, and ill conceited. It was ne- 
verthelefs neceflary, as well to convince the enemy that their for- 
mer inaftivity did not proc^ from fear, as becaufe the difficulty 
of obtaining provifions increafed £very hour whilft the Nabob re- 
mained fo near Calcutta. But it was ill concerted ; for the troops 
ought to have aflembled at Perping’s redoubt, which is not half a 
mile from Omichund’s garden, to which they might have marched 
from the j^douht, ,ia a fpacious road, capable of admitting 
-12 or 15 qaen a-breaft, on the ieft expofed indeed to the annoy- 
jance of matchlocIiB from fomp enclofures, where, however, cavalry 
irould not aft ; but their right would have be^ defended by the 
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lampait of the Morattoe ditch, conti^om to which- the road lies; 
and their pnly danger would have been in front, from onfets of ca- 
valry, and the difcharge of what pieces of cannon the enemy had 
go^ near the gard^. 

The Nabob’s army was much more dilheartened than the En^ifh. 
They had loft 22 officers of diftin^ion, 600 common men, four ele- 
phants, 500 horles, Ibme camels, and. a great number of bullocks. 
The Nabob himfelf having never before been fo near the tumult of 
a battle, regarded the attack of his camp as an.effMt ofl uncommon 
intrepidity, accufod all his own officers of cowardice, and would have 
immediately retreated out of the company’s territory, had they not 
promifcd to be better prepared in future. Accordingly his whole 
army pafled the fucceeding night on the watch> firing cannon and ' 
mufketry until day-light^^ in order to encourage themlelves, and to 
deter the Englifti from attacking them again. ' ^ • 

The next morning Rungeet Roy, by the Nabob’s order, wrote a 
letter to Colonel Clive, complaining of the hoftilities which he had 
committed ; but making propofals of peace. To which Colonel Clive, 
in a lettert to the Nabob himfelf, replied, .that, he had’^ marched 
through his camp with no other intention than to convince him of 
what the Englilh troops were capable, who, he faid, had cautioufly 
hurt none,, excepting fuch as had oppofed them; but that he was 
willing to fenew the negQtiation. The Nabob, inftcad of relenting 
the feoff, (Srdered Rungeet .Roy to continue the correfpondaice ; and 
under the pretence of a^fting confiftently with his profelfions of peace, 
moved, his whole army, . and encamped about three miles to the 
north-eaft of the lake. They pafled in fight of the Engliih camp, . 
and were again 'fufiered to proceed without moleftation. 

Meffages of negotiation continued, brought and carried by Omi- 
chund and Rungeet Roy; and, on the 9th of February, a treaty was 
concluded of the following purport : The Nabob agreed to reftore 
“ the Company’s faftories, but only fuch of the plundered efieda . 
“ and monies as had been regularly brought to account in the books ^ 
** of his government. He permitted the Englilh to fortify Calcutta 
** in whatfoever manner they fhould think expedient ; allowed them 

« to 
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1 75 7.L ** to coin gold tind filver in^a mint of their own; eitetoj^ted all 
, merchandizes palling With their Dujiucks or pallporta,' from tax, 

• ** fee, or impofition ; permitted them to take polTefliou of the thirt)ic- 
‘ ** eight villages, of which the grant had been obtained by the ?m- 
bafly in 1717, from the Emperor Furrnkfliir; and in general 
' confirmed all the priviii^s which had been granted to them by 
“ former emperors ever fince their firft arrival in the province.’* 
The oaths of the Nabob, Meer Jaffier and Roydoolub, were the only 
pledges or fecurity for the execution of the treaty. 

On the I ith the Nabob removed a few miles farther to the north, 
and the next day fent the ufual ferpaws or prefents of drelTes to Ad- 
miral Watfon and Colonel Clive, by Rungeet Roy and Omichund, 
and propofed an alliance ofienfive and defenfive againft all enemies. 
This propofal was accepted without hefitation, and the article rati- 
fied was fent back the fame day by Omichund, who was likewife 
intrufted by Colonel Clive to found if the Nabob would permit the 
Bnglilh to attack the French fettlement of Chandernagore ; for 
there was time before tha fetting in.of the fouthern monfoon. The 
Nabob detefted the idea; but, dreading an immediate renewal of 
hofrilitics, temporized; and pretending that Mr. Bufly from the 
Decan, and a fquadron from Pondicherry, were coming to Bengal, 
he requefted that the Englilh would prevent them from entering his 
jdominions ; and, as a farther difguife, he requefted 20 Englifli gun- 
ners to ferve in his own artillery ; he likewife recommended, that 
Mr. Watts might be appointed the company’s reprefentative at his 
.court ; choofing him from a perfuafiou that he was a meek man, 
•without guile. The next day he continued his march to Muxadavad, 
,jand Colonel Clive, having received no pofitive injundtion to the coii- 
'traiy from the Nabob, determined to |)rofecute the enterprize againft 
Chandernagore. Accordingly, on the i8th, the Englifh troops 
crofted, the^ river a few miles above Calcutta, and encamped on the 
.oppofitelhore ; hut before this tin^e the French had taken the alarm, 
and by repe^ed letjters pn the Nabob, as he valiied'hia own 
fafety, to proted theh'^lktl^eiit; their meflengers found Him Juft 
j;arrived at Augadeep, 40 miles fouth of Muxadavad, where he halted, 

and 
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and immediately wrote a letter, peremptorily commanding the Eng- 

lilh to defift from their intention. 

In the mean time Mr. Watts fet outforMuxadavad, and with him 
were fent the artillery-men requefted by the Nabob ; he was likewife 
accompanied by Omichund, whole conduA in the late negotiatipn 
had e^ced the impreffion of former imputations, infomuch that 
Mr. Watts was permitted to coufoltand employ him without reforve 
on all occafions. They flopped on the i8th near Hughley, where 
Omichund difcovered that a meflenger from the Nabob had arrived 
the day before with a prefent of 100,000 rupees to the government 
of Chandernagore ; that the governor of Hughley, Nuncomar, had 
received orders to aflift the French, in cafe the EnglUh Ihould attack 
them ; and that a detachment of the Nabob’s army was marching 
from Augadeep to reinforce the troops at Hughley ; on which Omi- 
chund vifited Nuncomar, and by pompous reprefentations of the 
Englifh force, by affurances of their proteftion and favour, and the 
promife of 1 2,000 rupees to be paid as foon as Chandernagore Ihould 
be taken, won him over to their intcrefts ; a ftriking inAance of the 
extreme venality which prevails even amongft the higheft ranks in 
Indoftan-; for the annual emoluments of the Phoufdar amounted to 
250,000 rupees. On the 2ift, Watts and Omichund arrived at 
‘Augadeep, when the Nabob immediately fent for Omichund, and, 
expreffing much indignation at the intention of the Englilh to at- 
tack Chandernagore, commanded him to anfwer ftridlly whether 
they intended to maiptain, or to break, the treaty. Omichund told 
him that the Englilh were famous throughout the world for their 
good faith ; infomuch that a man in England, who on any occafion 
told a lye, was utterly iKfgraced, and never after admitted to the fo- 
clety of his former friends and acquaintance : then callmg in a Bra- 
min, who chanced to be attending near the tent, he put his hand 
on the Bramin’s foot, a form of oath amongft the Gentoos, and 
fwore, that the Englifh would never break the treaty. The Nabob, 
fomething appeafed by this fblemn declaration, laid he would re- 
voke the orders he had given to Meer Jaffier, to march with half 
the army to Chandernagore ; and inftrufted Omichund to affure 
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1757. Colonel Clive, that the troops which had marched two days before,. 

Fcbiuaiy intended to aflift the French. The next day he received ^ 

letter from Colonel Clive, afliiring him that he would not commit 
hoftilities againft the French without his confent ; on which heconr 
tbued his march to Muxadavad. 

Nevcrthelefs, Mr. Watts and Omidiund did not defpair of ob- 
taining his permiffion ; and on their arrival at Muxadavad, praftifed 
with fuch of the favourites and minifters as could promote the fuc- 
ccfs of their applications. Their folicitations created much anxiety 
and agitation in the court, where the French, from various caufes^ 
had many friends. Monickchund, and feveral other officers of note, 
had (hared largely of the Ipoii of Calcutta, and being convinced that 
nothing would render the Bngliih (b formidable to the Nabob, as 
the rcdu<frion of Chanderna^re, expefted to be called upon to re- 
fund their plunder as foon as that event (hould happen : Cqja 
Wazeed managed the greateft part of the French trade in Bengal 
with great proBc to himfolf; and, to the Seats Mootabray and 
Roopchund, the government of Chandernagore was indebted a 
million and a half of rupees. The(e various interefts concurred in 
counteraftmg the praftices and petitions of Mr. Watts and Omir 
chund, and the remonftrances of Colonel Clive. The Nabob en- 
couraged all the intrigues which were employed on both fides ; and 
even often exprelTed himfelf to Mr. Watts and Omichund m terms 
which implied permiffion ; but every letter which he wrote to Co- 
lonel Clive, and fcarce a day pafled withpujt one, pofitively forbade 
the attack. With thefe contradiftions he kept the EnglUh coun- 
cils in fufpence until the end of February, when he received in- 
telligence that an army of Pitans had taken Delhi, and intended to 
conquer the eaftern provinces of the empire. This news ftuck him 
with fo much conilernation, that he immediately difpatched a letter 
to Colonel Clive, requefting his affiftance againft this imaginary in- 
vafion of his own donunions, and offered to ^Uow a hundred thou- 
fand rupees a month for the expences of the EnglKh troops. 

The government of Chantfomagore, af the fame time that they 
were folliciting the prote^Sion of the Nabob, profecuted their nego* 
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tiation the English at Calcutta, where th'e feledt comndittee, 
having;.little hopes of obtaining the Nabob’s confent to attack them, 
oon^nted to a treaty of neutrality and pacification in Bengal, and 
agreed that it fhouW be guaranteed by the Nabob : but when all 
points fcertwd to be adjufted, Mr. Watfon refufed his concurrence, 
becaufe the aft of Chandernagore was not obligatory on Pondicherry ; 
whereas Calcutta treated without reference to a fuperlor power. Co- 
nonel Clive was at this time become more anxious than any one to 
conclude the treaty, and infilled, that Admiral Watfon fhould either 
ratify it, or proceed immediately ag^nll Chandefn^ore, without 
tvaiting for the Nabob’s confent. The Admiral rejefting the alter- 
native, altercations enfiied, which delayed the execution of the treky, 
until Clive received the Nabob’s invitation to march to his affiftance 
againft the Pitans. On the fame day a boat from Ingclee brought in- 
telligence of the arrival of three (hips from Bombay, under the com- 
mand of Commodore James, which had on board three companies 
of infantry, and one of artillery, and that the Cumberland, of 74 
guns, which had parted from the fleet in the paflage from Madrafs, 
was arrived in the road of Ballafore. With fucli additions the En- 
glifh force was deemed capable of taking Chandernagore, although 
protefted by the Nabob’s army ; Colonel Clive therefore Immediately 
difmiffed the French deputies, who were then with him, waiting to 
fign the treaty, which was even written out fair, and which they 
fuppofed had been intirely concluded ; he at the fame time wrote to 
the Nabob, that he would join him as ibon as the news concerning 
the approach of the Pitans fhould be verified, and that he fhould in 
the mean time proceed as hr as Chandernagore, Accordingly the 
troops quitted their encampment oppofite to Calcutta on the 7th of 
March, while the artillery proceed^ in boats, advancing flowly, 
that the Bombay detachment might have time to come up the river, 
before they entered the French limits. In the interval the Nabob 
was kept quiet Ijjr his dread of the Pitans, and the reprefentations of 
Nuncomar, who conflantly aflTured him that the Englifh had no 
hoflile intentions. Neverthelefs, Admiral Watfon refufed to attack 
the French until the confent of the Nabob was. obtained ; to whom, 
T z . how'ever, 
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however^ he reprefented, that the government of Chandemagore 
little deferved his favour, fince they had made uie of his name to 
fanftify a treaty which they had no power to conclude ; and com- 
plained at the fame time, with fome menaces, that he had neither 
made any reflitution, nor accomplifhed any other part of his treaty 
with the Englilh. The Nabob, perplexed with the angry flyle of 
Mr. Watfon’s letter, made ufe of thefe words in his anfwer ; “ If 
“ an enemy comes to you and implores your mercy with a clear 
“ heart, his life fhould be fpared ; but if you miftruft his fincerity, 

“ afl according to the time and occafion.” This letter was fcarcely 
dilpatched before his favourites made him change his mind, and 
write others pofitivcly forbidding the attack ; but Mr. Watfon, 
ermlidering this contradiction as an indignity, ordered the fhips 
to move. 

The fettlement of Chandernagore, like that of Calcutta, confifted 
of a territory, a town inhabited by the natives, another by the French, 
and a fort. The territory, be^ning from the fouthern limits of 
the Dutch fettlement of Chinchura, extended two miles along the 
bank of the river, and about one and a half inland. The fort was 
iituated nearly at an equal diflance, Ustween the north and fouth 
extremity of this territory, and about 30 yards, from the river. It 
was a fquare of about 130 yards, with four baftions, each mounting 
10 guns ; feveral more were mounted in different parts of the ram- 
parts, and eight upon a ravelin, which flood on the margin of the 
river, before the gateway of the weftern curtain ; all thefe were heavy 
cannon, from twenty-four to thirty-two pounders; and fix of fmaller 
calibre were planted on the terras of a church within the fort, which 
overlooked the walls. The French, after they received intelligence 
of the declaration of war, had begun, to dig a ditch, had demolifhed 
all the buildings which flood within. 100 yards of the wails, and 
ufed the ruins to form a glacis ; but neitlier the ditch nor die glacis 
were compleated ; to.fupply thefe defeCls, they h^ ereCled feveral 
batteries without the verge of the glacis v one of three guns before 
the gate leading to Chinchura ; anodier of four, in a high road 
leading from the weftward to the north face of the fort i to the 
5 foutli- 



Book VII. SURAJAH Dowlah. 141 

ibuthward th^ had four batteries, three of which were in the prin- 1757* 
cipal ftreets leading to the fort, and the other clofe to the river, 
about 1 50 yards fouth of the fort, commanded a narrow part of 
the channel, in which feveral (hips had been funk, in order to ftop 
the paiiage of the men of war. The garrilbn confifted of 600 Eu- 
ropeans, and 300 Sepoys ; but only 300 of the Europeans were re- 
gular troops, the reft being inhabitants of the town and failors. 

They likewife expefted the affiftance of the troops belonging to 
Hughley, of which a part were already ftationed within their 
bounds ; but Nuncomar fulfilled his promife to Omichund, and re-^ 
called thefe troops as foon as the EngiUh appeared in fight, alledg- 
ing to the Nabob, that he had withdrawn them in order to prefervc. 
the ftandard of the province from the difgrace to which it would in- 
evitably have been expofed, by affifting the French againft fb fupe-- 
rior a force as riiat which was come to attack them. 

The detachment from Bombay having joined, Colonel Clive com- 
menced hoftilities on the 14th of March. In order to ayoid the op- 
pofition of the batteries in the fouthem part of the town, the troops 
entered the French limits from the weftward, along the high road 
leading to the north face of the fort ; detachments from the garrifon 
were placed in the thickets on either hand, who Ikirmifhed until 
three in the afternoon, and then retired to the battery in the road, 
which lay under command of the north-weft baftion. The Englifh 
from feveral houfes near continued to fire upon the battery with 
their fmall arms until night, when the enemy fpiked up the cannon, 
and retreated into the fort. The defertion of this battery rendered 
the other four to the foutl^, excepting that on the bank of the river, 
of no ufe, and expofed them all to be taken in the rear, when the 
retreat of their guards to the fort would be cut off: to prevent 
which their guns and men were recalled early the next morning, 
before the Englifh troops were in motion to intercept them. At noon 
the Englifh army took pofleffion of the houfes.neareft to the fouthem. 
efplanade, and under their fhelter fufFered very little from the fire 
of the garrifon. The 1 6th was employed in bringing up the artil- 
kry and ftores, and the next day they began to fire mufketry from 
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thef tops of the houfes, and tb throw {hells from fofne Eohorns, av^d 
a thirteen inch-mortar ; this annoyance continued on the i h : fh« 
next day a battery was begun behind feme ruins, oppofire the fouti% 
face of the a. e. baftion, and, at the lame time, mounted three 
pieces of cannon on the enemy’s battery clofe to the river, turning 
them againft the Ibuth flank and fece of the north-eaft baftion ; this 
day the lliips, Kent, Tyger, and Salilbury, arrived from Calcutta, 
and anchored about a mile below the fort. The navigation had been 
extremely difficult, but conducted with extreme precaution and Ikill 
by Captain Speke, who commanded the Kent. On the 20th the 
fire from the fort filenced the three guns on the battery clofe to the 
river, and on the 21ft they beat down a houfe near the other, the 
i*uins of which buried fome men, none of whom, however, were 
mortally hurt. The next day this battery was compleated, and the 
- other repaired ; not more than 20 men, Europeans and Sepoys, had 
been killed and wounded in all thele operations. In the mean time 
the narrow channel between the fhips and the fort had been dili- 
gently founded, and it was found that the veflels which were in- 
tended to obfttuft their paflage, had not been funk in the proper 
place. Every thing being ready on Ihore, it was determined to at- 
tack with the Ihips the next day ; and, indeed, no time was to be 
loft ; for the Nabob finding himfelf deceived, had continually dif- 
patched meflengers, of whom fix arrived in one day, with letters 
commanding the Englifli in very imperious and menacing terms to 
difeontinue the attack; he had likewife fent forward a part of his 
army under the command of Roydoolub, who, having advanced 
within twenty miles of Hughley, halted in confequenceofthe repre- 
fentations of Nuncomar, ai^ring him that the French would fur- 
render before he could arrive to their affiftance. 

During this interval, the Cumberland, in which Adiniral Pocock' 
hoifted his flag, arrived at Ingelee. After ftrikirtg on the fand off 
Point Palmyras, fhe plied ten days againft the wind and currents in 
vain to get round, when the great number of lick on board, amount- 
ing to 266, determined Nfr. Pocock to bear away for refrelhment 
;to Vizagapatam, where he found the fettlement in fears, not ill 
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founded, of bmg attacked by M. Bully ; and landed ninety of 
the Company’s troops, to reinforce their garrilbn. From hence, 
as the curyents ftill continued ftrong from the Norward, he 
failed for intelligence to Madrafs, where, at the requeft of the 
prelidency, he landed the reft, one hundred more, and received 
the fame number of I’ailors belonging to the fquadron, which 
had recovered in the hofpital. There ftill remained on board 90 rank 
and file, who were of Adlercron’s re^ment, and th^ returned with 
the Ihip to Ingelee, where the report from Calcutta figuified, that the 
three other men of war with Admiral Watfon were proceeding from 
thence to Chandernagorc, of which the attack might be expefted 
every day. There was no time to carry the Ihip up the river ; 
for the pilotage at this fealbn requires leveral ; nor were any 
boats fent down to convey the troops with their accoutrements ; on 
which Mr. Pocock, with a fpirit worthy of an Enghlh admiral, 
took the Cumberland’s barge, and rowing night and day, joined Mr. 
Watfon a few hours before the morning of the attack, and imme- 
diately hoifted his flag in the Tyger. 

This Ihip was appointed to attack the N. E. baftion of the fort, 
the Kent againft the ravelin before the middle of the curtain, the 
Salilbury againft the s. e. baftion. At fun-nfe the two batteries on 
Ihore began to fire, the one againft the s. e, baftion with twenty-four 
pounders, the other againft the N. e. with three; to which the 
enemy’s fire was much fuperior until foven o’clock; when the Tyger 
coming oppofite to the ravelin, before the gateway, her firft broad- 
fide obliged the enemy to abandon that defence ; after which Ihe 
proceeded, and anchored at the diftance of 50 yards, direftly oppofite 
to the N. E. baftion. 'Phe Kent loon after let go her anchor oppofite 
to the ravelin, but in this inftaut, the fire from the fort killed and 
wounded feveral of the failors appointed to manage the Ihip, and a 
Ihot unfortunately ifilabled the commander. Captain Speke; who 
not being able to continue the direflions he intended to give, fo 
much confufion enfued, that the cable, not ftopped in time, ran out 
to its end ; and the fliip, inftead of anchoring oppofite to the ravelin, 
fell back fo for, that her poop appeared beyond the s.e. baftion, expofed 
2 like- 
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likewlle to a flank of the baflion on the s. w. The enemy, ^ated 
“with this advantage, kept up fo hot a fire, that Admiral Watlbn, 
inftead of attempting to recover his intended ftation, determined to 
decide the conteft where his (hip lay, which occupying the port in- 
tended for the Salilbury, this Ihip anchored 1 50 yards lower down 
the river, and remained out of the adion, which was maintained 
entirely by the Kent and T)rger. The cannonade was fierce, every 
Ihot on both fides took place ; and, at the fame time, the two bat- 
teries on fliore affailed with a crofs fire the two baflions of the fort, 
againft which the (hips direfted their broad-fides. At nine o’clock, 
the fort (hewed a flag of truce, and Mr. Watfon, not to let the 
•enemy fee the condition of his (hip, fent Captain Coote, of the 
King’s regiment alhore to receive their propofals ; and whilft mef- 
fages were palling concerning the terms of furrender, 50 of the beft 
foldiers of the garrifon, with 20 Topafles, and feveral officers, quitted 
the fort, and marched to the northward. At three in the afternoon 
the capitulation was concluded. 

During this aftion, the Salifbury received only fome draggling 
ihot, which did little damage, and the fort received as little from her 
fire. In the Tyger, the mafter and 14 others were killed, and 56 
wounded : the Kent received fix ihot in her mads, and 142 in her 
hull; the fird lieutenant Mr. Perrot, and 18 of the crew, were 
killed, and 72 wounded. Amidd this (laughter, it ^vas a general 
confolation that the wound of Captain Speke was not mortal, whole 
enterprizing fpirit, and nautical abilities, had eminently contributed 
to the fucceifes of this fquadroa in India : the fame ball, which druck 
the calf of his leg, carried off the thigh pf his fon, a youth of pro- 
mifing hopes, who died of this difader. Of the EngHlh troops on 
ihore, only one man was killed, and 10 wounded, during this lad 
attack ; but the fire of their batteries, and of their mulketiy from 
the tops of the houfes, hadened the furrender of the fort, in which 
40 men were killed and 70 wounded. The defence was gallant, 
more efpecially as none of the garrifon, excepting a few of the 
officers, had ever before been in fervices of danger ; Mr. Devines, 
a Captain of one of the French company’s (hips, commanded the 

badions, 



'BookVlI. SuRAJAH DoWLAir. 

baftions, and infpired his own activity and courage into all who ferved 
under him. The immediate reduclion of the fort was owing to 
the Ihips, and of them, only to the two in .which the two Ad- 
mirals hoifted their flags, whofe fire did as much execution in 
three hours, as the batteries on ftiore would have done in feveral 
days ; during ^vlllch the whole of the Nabob’s army might have ar- 
rived, when the fiege muft have been raifed : otherwife the troops 
alone were fufficient to accomplilh the fuccafs. 

At the fame time that the Nabob heard of the furrender of Chan- 
dernagore, he received more pofitive, but ftill falfe, intelligence from 
Patna, that the army of Pitans, againft whom he had alked the 
affiftance of the Englilh troops, were in full march to invade the 
province of Behar, and that they had engaged Balagerow, the ge- 
neral of the Morattoes, to invade Bengal. Frightened by this intel- 
ligence he wrote letters of congratulation to Admiral Watfon and 
Colonel Clive, expreffing the ftrongeft defire to remain in friendfhip 
and alliance with' them, and offered the territory of Chandernagore 
to the Englifh on the fame terms as it had been held by the Frencli 
Company ; but he ordered the divifion of his army, which had 
marched with Roydulub, to continue at Plafly on the Ifland of Cof- 
fimbuzar, 30 miles to the South of Muxadavad. This guard did not 
accord with his profeflions ; and it was detei mined to try the fin- 
cerity of them by requefting him to give up all the other French 
faftories and fubjefts remaining in his dominions. Nothing could 
be more repugnant to his intentions ; for he had ordered his officers 
to proteft the foldiers of Chandernagore, who had left the foit during 
the attack ; and by this alfiftance they had efcaped an Englifh de- 
tachment fent in purfuit of them, and were arrived fafe at Coflim- 
buzar: however, he anfwered Colonel Clive with much civility, 
though with inconfiftent excufes ; alledging, that as a prince he 
could not perfecute the diftrefled, and as a feudatory of the great 
Mogul he could not contribute to the deftruftion of Europeans, 
who were eflablifhed in the province by the permiffion of fo many 
Emperors ; as if the fame reafons ought not to have prevented him 
VoL. II. U from 
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* 757 * from deftroying Calcutta. But left thefe evafions fliould create fuf- 
picions, he began to reftore part of the Englifti effefts, and paid 
450,000 rupees in money. 

In the mean time, the captors colled^ed the plunder of Chander* 
nagore, which amounted to 1 00,000 1 . fterling. The Ihips returned 
to Calcutta, where the Kent, infirm before, was condemned as unfit 
for future fervice. The feafbn was by this time fo far advanced, 
that the other fliips could not get out to fea before the foutherii 
monfbon let in. The troops might indeed have been lent to the coalt 
of Cormondel, if they had been embarked, immediately after Chan» 
dernagore was taken, on feveral veffels, which were ready to fail at 
that time. But Colonel Clive determined, contrary to the orders of 
Madrafs, to remain in Bengal with the whole army until the month 
of September ; being convinced that the Nabob would never fulfil 
the terms of the treaty of February, unlefs conftrained by fear. He 
therefore, inftead of leading the army back to Calcutta, encamped 
<m the plain to the north of Hughley, where it was better lituated 
either to awe or to a£l againft the Nabob. 

In this interval Mr. Law, the chief of the French faftory at 
Coffimbuiar, had perfuaded the Nabob that a fleet of 40 French 
Ihips were attacking Bombay. The Nabob elated by this fuppofition 
returned to his former equivocations concerning the treaty. ’ On 
which Colonel Clive wrote to him, that nothing but his permillion 
lo attack the French at Coflimbuzar could convince theEnglifh that 
he bore the good will of an ally towards them, and that his digiwty 
might be preferved by alfifting neither fide. This letter provoked 
him to excefs, and amongft other extravagancies, he faid publickly, 
he would put Mr. Watts to death. But foon recollefling the im- 
prudence of this threat ; and being as anxious to prevent the Englilh 
troops from advancing towards his capital, as he was folicitous to pre- 
ferve the French for future contingencies, he furnifhed Mr. Law 
with money, arms, and ammunition, and ordered him to march 
with all his men, as if proceeding to the weftern frontiers of Behar ; 
but in expefration of being loon recalled to Muxadavad.' Accor- 
dingly this body of adventurers, eonfifting of 100 Europeans, and 
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6o Coromandel Sepoys, with 30 fmall carriages, and four elephants, 
paired through the city in military array on the i6th of April, and 
having crofled the river, proceeded towards Behar. This evafioii 
however deceived nobody. And Colonel Clive prepared to fend a 
detachment in purfuit of them. 

The report of the detachment renewed the indignation of the 
Nabob ; he immediately ordered the Englilh Vacqueel to quit his 
prefence, and to appear no more at the palace, and fent two of his 
officers to Mr. Watts, propofmg this alternative ; “ either that he 
“ Ihould immediately return to Calcutta ; or give an affurance under 
“ his hand, that the Englilh Ihould make no further attempts to 
“ molcft the French.” Mr. Watts refilled either to retire, or to 
give the aflurance, and obtained leave to confult the prelidency, who 
ordered him to fend what treafure and effeds he had colleded to Cal- 
cutta, as opportunities might offer, but without feeming either to 
fiar or to intend mifehief ; Colonel Clive alfo detached 40 Europeans 
to proted the fadlory, and fent in Ueveral boats a fupply of ammu- 
nition concealed under rice. 

By this time the mutual fufpicions between the Nabob and the 
En^ilh tirere fo much increafed, that Colonel Clive thought a rupture 
inevitable, and even necelTary. He therefore perfilled in his refo- 
lution of fending a detachment in purfuit of Mr. Law ; and having 
received information that Meer Jaffler, the general of the army, was 
offended againft the Nabob, he adviled Mr. Watts to cultivate his 
friendlhip. 

The fpirit of rebellion had for fome time been lurking in the couj t 
of Suraj^ Dowlah ; he had imprifoned Monickchund, and upon re- 
leafing, had obliged him to pay a million of rupees as a fine for the 
cflfedls he had plundered in Calcutta. The Duan Roydoojub, al- 
though the firll civil officer in the ftate, found his condu»a: fubjedt 
to. the controul of the favourite Moonlol. To the Seats, the Nabob 
behaved ifith civility ; but they, accuftomed to the confidence and 
good fenfb ofi'AHaverdy, trembled for their wealth, under the 
caprice® of hJs focceflbr ; and they had long been connedted with 
U a Meet 
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Meer Jaffier, who, although he defpifed the wretched charadler of 
Surajah, Dowlah, dreaded die excefles of it. 

Mr. Watts communicated with Omichund on the ftate of tem- 
pers and refentments j and they admitted Mr. Scrafton to their 
councils, who came at this time to Muxadavad in his way to Dacca,, 
and was inftru<Sled by Colonel Clive to obferve, whilft he remained 
there. Omichund with his ufual buftle attended every day at the 
Durbar, and was as affiduous in his vifits to the principal officers of 
the government. 

On the 23d of April an officer named Yar Khan Latty, by a pri- 
vate meffage, requefted to confer with Mr. Watts in fecrecy. This 
man commanded 2000 horfe in the Nabob’s fervice, but received a‘ 
ftipend from tlie Sea/s to defend them upon any occafion of danger 
even againft the Nabob himfelf. It is therefore piobable that he was- 
now employed by the Seats to difeover the real intentions of the 
Englifh towards the Nabob. Mr. Watts fent Omichund, whom 
Latty informed, “ that the Nabob would very foon march with the' 
“ greateft part of his forces towards Patna, againft the Pitans; and 
“ that he intended to temporize with the Englifh until his return to 
Muxadavad ; when he had determined to extirpate them out of 
“ his dominions, into which he had fworn that they fhould never 
“ return ; that moft of his officers held him in utter deteftation, 
and were ready to join the firft leader of diftindion who fhould 
take arms ; that the Englifh army might, during his abfence, take 
poffeffion of Muxadavad ; and that he, Latty, with his own troops,. 
“ would join them in the attempt ; when if they would proclaim 
“ him Nabob, he fhould be fupported by Roydoolub, and the Seats ; 
“ he offered in return to enter into any engagements which the 
“ Englifh fhould ftipulate for the advantage of their own affairs.’* 
Mr. Watts approved the fcheme, and communicated it to Colonel 
Clive, who approving it likewife, immediately countermanded the 
detachment which was ready to march in purfuit of Mr. Law, and 
wrote a very civil letter to the Nabob. 

The day after the conference between Omichund and Latty, Petrus 
the Armenian, who had been employed between the Nabob and the 
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Englilh in February, came to Mr. Watts with the fame propofals 
from Meer Jaffier as had been made by Latty. Meer Jaffier declared, 
“ that felf-defence obliged him to arm, being in danger of affafli- 

nation every time he went to the Durbar ; that the Duan Roy- 
“ doolub, the Sea/s^ and feveral officers of the firft rank in the 
“ army, whom he named, had engaged to join, if the Englilh would 
“ affill in dethroning the Nabob : if the fcheme were accepted, he 
« defired that the terms of the confederacy might be fettled without 
“ delay, and requefted that Colonel Clive would immediately break 
** up his camp, and footh the Nabob with every appearance of pa- 
“ cific intentions until hoftilities Ihould commence.” 

The fupcrior importance of Jaffier gave him the preference over 
every other pretender who might ofler ; and as loon as Clive received 
intelligence of his overtures, be went from the camp to Calcutta, 
and communicated them to the feled committe, of which he was 
himfelf a member. The committee accepted the alliance as the moft 
fortunate event which could happen, and inftrufted Mr. Watts 
what terms to ftipulate : they were all very advantageous, but one 
eminently fo, demanding a reftitution in money adequate to all 
the Ioffes which had fuftained by the Company and individuals 
by the capture of Calcutta. This council was held on the 
firft of May. The next day Colonel Clive leturned to the camp, 
which, in compliance witli the requeft of Meer Jaffier, he imme- 
diately broke vp ; fending oi.i half of the troops to Calcutta, and the 
reft into the fort of Chain'emagore. He then requefted the Nabob 
to give the fame prooi of pacific intentions by withdrawing the large 
divifion of h^ army, which ftill lay encamped at Plafly, under the 
command of Roydo<i]ub. 

But in this inteival the Nabob had been relieved from his fears of 
the Pitans by intelligence of their retreat from Delhi, which made 
him lefs Iblhcitous to temporize with the Englilh, and Roydoolub 
had flopped at Cutwah the detachment of 40 Europeans going to 
Coffimbuzar ; the fpy, Mooteram, who had been Ifent under pretence 
of fome complutient to Colonel Clive, gave information, that half the 
Englifh army had been privately detached in finall parties from the 
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camp, and were at this very time fecreted in the fafkory at Coffim- 
buzar. The Nabob believing this intelligence, fent a mob of fer- 
vants and troops to examine the faftory, where they found only 
eight TopalTes and 40 Europeans, of which fome were French de- 
ferters, and the reft were the Englifti gunners whom he had bor- 
rowed for the fervice of his own artillery, and had lately returned. 
Neverthelefs his fufpicions that the Englifli intended to move to- 
wards Muxadavad continued, and induced him to reconcile himftlf 
with Meer Jaffier ; whom he ordered to proceed immediately with 
15,000 men, to reinforce Roydoolub at Plafley. Believing, like- 
wife, that the Englifti ftiips of war could proceed up the great arm 
of the Ganges to the northern point of the iftand of Coftimbuzar, 
and then come down the Coftimbuzar river to Muxadavad, he com- 
manded large piles to be fixed acrofs the river at Sootey, about 20 
miles above the city. Such was his extreme ignorance. He at 
the fame time ordered Mr. Law to remain with his men at Boglipore, 
half way between the pafs of Tacriagully and Patna ; and his officers 
in Behar were inftruded to fiipply all their wants. 

In this conjuncture Meer Jaffier, fearing that by a refiifal to proceed 
to Plafly, he fliould turn the Nabob’s fufpicions upon himfelf, obeyed 
with appearance of alacrity, and marched from the city on the 29th 
of April, but left his agent to carry on the correfpondence with Mr. 
Watts ; who, to remove as much as polTible all fufpicious appear- 
ances, ordered the detachment which had been flopped at CutwaJi 
to return to Calcutta ; he at the fame time difpatched Mr. Scrafton 
to the feleCt committee, and on the 6th of May received their refo- 
lutions concerning the treaty with Jaffier, when, in concert with 
Jaffier’s agent, whom we fuppofe to be ftill the Armenian Petrus, 
they eftabliflied pofitive fums to the articles, ftipulating monies. The 
rains detained the agent in the city until the 12th, when he went 
to Plafly, and returned on the 14th, with aflurances, that Meer 
Jaffier intirely confented to all the articles ; but requefted that the 
confederacy might’be kept fecret from Omichund, whom he regarded 
as an intriguing Gentoo without fortitude Of honefty. 
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This opinion was probably fuggefted to him by the . Seats^ who 
knew the abilities of Omichund, and might apprehendthat Jkls in- 
fluence with the Englifli would interfere with their own, if he 
fliould have a leading part in the intended revolution. This rcftraint 
very much perplexed Mr. Watts : for Omichund had already been 
trufted too fer, to be now treated with diffidence, without much 
rifque to the fcheme, if he fhould by other means difcover the real 
caufe, why no farther attention was had to the propofals of Yar 
Khan Lattee. Mr. Watts foon found, that fuch evafions as men in 
his iituation generally employ, could not elude his fagacity, and 
therefore told him the confederacy with Jaffier; but had de- 
layed this confidence fo long, that Omichund faw it was ex- 
torted by fear and neceffity. From this hour implacable hatred arofe 
between them, although they co-operated in the condudl of the con- 
federacy. 

From his own experience of the pra£lices of Indoftan, Omichund 
had no doubt that Mr. Watts would be amply rewarded by Jaffier, 
if the revolution fucceeded. At the fame time he found that no advan- 
tage was intended for himfelf, more than reftitution in common with 
the other Gentoo merchants of Calcutta, but that he fliould run 
the fame rifques of his perfon as Mr. Watts, which to both were 
great indeed; and more of his fortune, as being much greater than 
Mr. Watts’s : he therefore claimed a conuniflion of five in the hun- 
dred on all the Nabob’s treafures in money, and a fourth part of 
his jewels. The common people, to whom numbers give no diftind 
ideas, rated thein at 45 millions of pounds fterllng, which nothing but 
idiotifm could believe ; but better enquirers fuppofed them to be 
four millions 'and a half ; on which Omichund’s (hare would have 
been 675,000 pound fterling. The audacity of the pretenfion implied 
malignant art; but it is faid he threatened to reveal the confpiracy to 
the Nabob, if not complied with. If lb, the boldeft iniquity could 
not go farther. Mr. Watts in his letter on this liilijed intimates, 
that he had fome apprehenfions of fuch a conlequence if Omichund 
were not fatisfied. However, in their conference he evaded a pc- 
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fitive anfwer, and Omichund was contented by the promife of re- 
ferring his claim to the fcle^b committee. 

On the 1 4th he fent the articles Of the treaty, as finally fettled 
by himfelf, and accepted by Meer Jaffier, and communicated two 
other inftances of Omichund’s improbity. The one was, “ that 
“ foothcd by the feeming acquiefcence of Mr. Watts to his claim 
of commiffion and a (hare of the jewels, he had been led to de- 
“ dare tliat he intended to fecrete as much as he could of the 
“ Nabob’s treafures from the knowledge of Meer Jaffier, and 
“ to divide this booty with Roydoolub.” The other aceufation 
came from Rungeet Roy, the agent of the Seats. When the 
** Nabob concluded the treaty of the 6th of February, he em- 
powered Omichund and Rungeet Roy to offer 30 thoufiind 
“ gold imhnrs^ a coin equivalent to 29 ffiilllngs, as a prelent to the 
“ Englifli commanders, and promlfed moreover 200,000 rupees to 
be difpofed of, as Omichund ftiould think proper ; who advifed 
Rungeet Roy to make no mention of the prefent at that time, 
“ and promifed to divide the 200,000 rupees with him. Rungeet 
*• Roy, impatient to receive his lhare, had frequently prefled 
“ the Nabob to fend the prefent to the Eiigliftt commanders, and 
“ to ifliic the other money to Omichund. But the Nabob, irritated 
“ by the late proceedings of the Englifli, and fafe in his capital, 
was no longer inclined to confer lb coftly a favour, in every re- 
“ fpeft to his own detriment. Omichund obferved this repugnance, 
** and turned it to his own advantage, by telling the Nabob, that 
“ he would be obliged to make the prefent, if he fuffered Rungeet 
“ Roy to interfere any longer in the Englilh affairs ; but that he 
“ might fave it, by dilgracing him. The Nabob accordingly with- 
“ held himfelf from any farther communication with Rungeet Roy, 
but rewarded Omichund, with orders for the delivery of many of 
“ his confifeated effefts. Mr. Watts, defirous to put the truth of 
“ thefe informations to the teft, alked Omichund if he fliould de- 
“ mand the 30,000 gold rupees from the Nabob ; to which Omi- 
chund replied, that fuch a requefl would be very improper at this 
time, but that he would himfelf confider of means to get it.” 

2 A ftranger. 
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A ftranger, named Govindroy, cameou the 3d of May to Calcutta, 
with a letter as fiom Ballajerow, tlie general of the Morattoes, dated 
from Hyderabad, the capital of Golcondah. In this letter Ballajerow 
offered to invade Bengal with a hundred and twenty thoufand men, 
within fix weeks after he fiiould receive the invitation of the Eng- 
lifh governor. No mutual interefts of great importance fubfifting at 
this time between the Englifh and die Morattoes, the letter and the 
bearer were fufpefted of impofture. The man was queftioned, but 
none in the fettlement had fufficient criterions to diftinguifh whether 
his anfwers were pertinent. Mr. Watts was conlulted, and regarded 
the letter as an artifice invented by the Nabob to try the real dilpo- 
fition of the Englifh towards himfelf, by their anfwer to Ballajerow. 
Clive, with his ufual facility of finding expedients in difficulties, 
advifed the committee to communicate the letter to the Nabob with 
the femblance of believing its authenticity ; whereby, fliould he 
have invented it, the artifice would be turned againft himfelf ; and 
if he had not, no better means could be employed to deceive the 
fufpicions which he entertained of their evil intentions. 

This refolution was taken the 17th of May, and at the fame 
coufultatbn the committee deiiberated on the final terms they fhould 
require of Meet Jaffier, and on the conduA they fhould hold towards 
Oraichund ; having before them the treaty as modelled by Mr. Watts, 
and his letters concerning Omichund. The terms whicli Mr. Watts 
had ftipulated for reftitution were, to the Company 10 millions of 
rupees, to the Englifh and other European inhabitants three millions, 
to the Gentoos three, to the Armenians one : in all 1 7 millions of 
rupees. Three millions were likewife mentioned for Omichund ; 
of which we fuppofe Mr. Watts had informed him. 

The committee really believed the wcafth of Surajah Dowlah 
much greater than it poffibly could be, even if the whole life 
of the late Nabob Aliverdy had not been fpent in defending his own 
dominions againft the invafions of ruinous enemies : and even if 
Sur-ajah Dowlah himfelf had reigned many, inftead of only one year. 
In this perfuafion they increafed the reftitution to Europeans from 
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three to five millions of rupees ; but allotted only two inllead of' 
three millions to the Gentoos, and only 700,000 inftead of one • 
million to the Armenians. But thefe alterations added only 700,000^ 
rupees to the total of the fums ftipulated by Mr. Watts for reftitu- 
tion. It was then agreed to aflc a donation of 2,,500,ooo rupees to*^ 
the fquadroii, and the fame fum to the army. A member then pro- 
poled that it fhould be recommended to -Mr. Watts; to afk a dona- 
tion from Meer Jaffier to each of the members of the committee ; . 
and this likewi& was relblved. 

They then took into confideration what condufl they IKouId hold* 
towards Omichund they were afitonilhed at the enormity of hi$ 
demands, and flill more exafperated at the imputed atrocity of his 
intentions in cafe of difippointment ; and determined that he fhould' 
get nothing by the revolution- more than reftitution in common 
with the other Gentoo merchants-of Calcutta but at the fame time 
they defigned-to make him believe that they intended to reward his 
fervices. The expedient was fuggefted by Colonel Clive. It was, 
to (end two treaties, both figned 1 ^ Admiral Watfon and the mem- 
bers of the committee, and in the treaty which was to be delivered 
to Meet Jaffier, to omit any ftipulation for Omichund; but, in the 
fictitious treaty which -was to be (hewn to Omichund, to inlert an< 
article fiipulating for him a pie(ent of two million of rupees. ' 

Thefe refolutions being taken^ it became necelTary that fome per- 
fon deputed from the committee (hould confer with Meer Jaffier ; 
but, as he lay encamped at Haflfy, it was difficult to eff^ this 
without raifing fufpicions in the Nabob. It was therefore refolved 
that Colonel Clive (hould write to the Nabob, that he had fent Mr. 
Scrafton, in order to communicate a matter of great fecrecy and im- 
portance, which was the Morattoe letter brought by Govindroy, 
Mr. Scrafton was inftrufted to fbp at Plaify, and to make a vifit, as 
of ceremony, to Meer Jaffier, whom he was to inform of the pur- 
port of the treaty, and' of the other requefts, and to obtain his 
afTent to them ; he was likewife to explain to him the manner 
in which the committee were aCting towards Omichund; and- 
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finally to adjuft a plan of operations for the fubfequ^t conduct of 

the revolution. 

Colonel Clive undertook to get the treaties prepared with due fe- 
crecy. The fictitious was tranferibed upon red paper. But tlie 
agent of Meer Jaffier having infilled that the King’s Admiral fliould 
fign, as well as the company’s rcprelentatives ; and Omichund 
knowing this, it was necelTaiy to the fcheme of deceiving him, 
that Mr. W^tfon Ihould fign both. He figued the real, but re- 
fufed to fign the fictitious treaty; on which his fignaturc was 
counterfeited. 

On the 1 9th of May, Clive difpatched the treaties by a private 
meflenger of the country ; but, in this ftiort interval, either fome 
intelligence from Muxadavad, or his own reflections, changed his 
notions of the vaftnefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures : and he in- 
iJruCled Mr. Watts, that if Meer Jaffier ihould diiapprove of the 
great amount of the ftipulations for money, the reftitution allotted 
for the company might be reduced from ten to five millions of 
rupees. 

Mr. Scrafton was Hopped near Plafly by the advanced guards of the 
camp ; , he requefted to be conduCled to the quarters of Meer Jaffier ; 
hut fome of the Nabob’s fpies being prelent, they interfered, and in- 
filled that he ihould take the direCt road to the capital, where he ar- 
rived on the 24th. In the interval between Mr. Watts’s letters of 
the 6th, and Mr. Scrafton’s return to Muxadavad, the crafty Omi- 
chund had praClifed another trick on the credulity of the Nabob ; 
for, perceiving by his queilions that his fufpicions of the Engliih 
increafed, although he had difeovered nothing of their projecl:, 
Omichund, after much artificial hefitation, informed him, as a dil- 
covery by which he rifqued all his pretenfions to the favours of the 
Engliih, that they had lately fent deputies to Mr. Bully in the 
Decan, inviting him to march into Bengal, and propofing that both 
armies ihould' join in dethroning him, when the ipoil was to be 
equally dmded between them. A little knowledge and underftand- 
ing would have convinced the Nabob, that fuch an union was im- 
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prafticable during the war between the two nations, and that it 
would at any time be incompatible with the intereft of the Englilh : 
nevcrthelefs his timidity prompted him to give intire credit to the 
tale, and he rewarded Omichund for the intelligence, by ordering 
the fum of 400,000 rupees, which had been taken from his houfe 
at Calcutta, to be immediately reftored to him, together with all 
his efFcils, wherefoever confifeated in the province t he moreover 
gave him a mandate, ordering the Rajah of Burdawan to repay 
450,000 rupees, which Omichund had lent the Rajah fome years 
befoie. At this time Omichund was not certain what provifion 
might be made for himfelf in the treaty, and was endeavouring to 
get all he could from the Nabob clandeftinely, but without any pofi- 
tive intention of undermining the confederacy; for nothing was 
more likely than his fallacy concerning Bufly to divert the Nabob 
from any fufpicions of the real defigns and connexions in which the 
Englifh were engaged : but nothing, at the fame time, was more 
likely to prevent him from removing his army from Plafiy, which 
was deemed abfolutely neceflary to their fuccefs. 

As foon as Mr. Scrafton arrived at Muxadavad, Mr. Watts went 
with him to the Nabob, to whom Mr. Scrafton delivered a letter 
from Colonel Clive, which, amongft others, had the following fubtle 
expreflions. “ I have fentMr. Scrafton to communicate a matter of 
“ the greateft importance. Notwithftanding all that the Englifh 
“ have fufFered from you, I gpve you this laft proof of my defire to 
“ live in peace with yoji. W^y do you keep your army in the field ? 
“ They diftrefs all the merchants, and prevent us from renewing 
“ our trade. The Englifh cannot ftay in Bengal without freedom of 
** trade. Do not reduce us to fufpeft that you intend to deftroy us 
** whenfoever you have an opportunity.” Mr. Scrafton then com- 
municated the Morattoe letter, at which the Nabob feemed much 
pleafcd ; for he had heard of the arrival, and fufpefted the bufinefs 
of the meflenger, who really came from Ballajerow. After fome 
paufc, ruminating on the variety of informations on which he was to 
form his opinion, he pretended to be convinced that he had fufpe^d 
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the good faith of the Englifh without caufe : and difmiiled Mr. 
Watts and Scrafton with an aflurance that he would immediatelj 
recall the troops under the command of Meer Jaffier into the city, 
but would leave thofe with Roydoolub in the field, in readinefs to 
join the Englifh on the approach of the Morattoes : who he faid would 
probably invade his dominions. This unexpe£led refolution would 
have marred the fcheme, fmce Meer Jaffier would have been as 
cautious of concluding any thing decifive, whilft one half, as whilft 
the whole of the army remained in the field. At the next con- 
ference Mr. Scrafton reprefented to him, that the Englifh could not, 
with common prudence, rely on any of his profeffions, whilft fuch 
a part of his forces were encamped towards Calcutta. The Nabob 
meditated fome time on this argument, and then ftarting, as a man 
agitated by fufpicion and difmay, faid eagerly, But fhould the 

Colonel deceive me.” But Scrafton removed his terrors by aflu- 
rances, and prevailed on him. to iffue orders recalling his whole army 
to Muxadavad. 

The nearer the confederacy approached to the event, the more did 
Mr. Watts’s apprehenfions of the treachery of Omichund increafe. 
Mr. Scrafton therefore undertook to get him away to Calcutta, and 
under the pretext of folicitude for his fafijty, propofed that Omichund 
fhould accompany him thither without delay, aUedglng, that his age 
and the habits of his life would not permit him to make his efcape on 
horfeback in the hour of confufion and danger, when the flight of 
Mr. Watts would convince the Nabob that the Englifh intended war, 
and when his utmoft vengeance would be excited againft all their 
adherents. But avarice is the moft inflexible of the vices ; and Omi- 
chund, not having received more than half of his plundered money 
from the treafury, requefted Mr. Scrafton to wait until he had got 
the whole. Mr. Watts imputed this delay to another motive, think- 
ing that he wanted to remain in the city until Roydoolub fhould re- 
turn from Plafly, that they might fettle between them the fcheme 
of purloining as much as poffible of the Nabob’s treafures. To 
counteraft his repugnance, whatfoever might be the caufe, Mr. 
Scrafton affured him, that Colonel Clive intended to employ him as 
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the principal agent of the Englifh in their afiairs with the future 
government after the revolution ; and that the emoluments of this 
office would amply compenfate whatlbever he might relinquifh or 
lofe by his immediate departure. At length he confented to go, but 
it was necelTary, and feeraed difficult to obtain the Nabob’s confent, 
as he relied principally upon Omichund for intelligence concerning 
the proceedings and views of the Englifh. But Omichund himfelf 
folved the difficulty, by advifing Mr. Scrafton to demand of the 
Nabob the prefent which he had intended to give to the Englilh 
commanders at the conclufion of the peace in February ; in confe- 
quence of which, the Nabob fufpefling the fecret had been difclofed 
by Omichund, would immediately hold him in as much deteftation, 
as he had hitherto regarded him with favour. Accordingly this fcene 
was afted. The Nabob denied the promife. Omichund pretended 
to be terrified ; and the Nabob being really irritated, told Mr. Scrafton 
-that he might carry him wherefoever he pleafed, 

Mr. Scrafton remained three days longer in the city in expeftation 
>of the return of Meer Jaffier from Pla^. Meer Jaffier arrived on 
the 30th, and vifited the Nabob, who, having no further need of his 
immediate fervice, treated him with infblence. The frown of de- 
fpotifm is always dreadful ; and Meer Jaffier returned to his palace, 
convinced of impending danger, infomuch that he was afraid of 
conferring in private with Mr. Scrafton, who vifited him in the after- 
noon, but received him in the hall of public audience ; on which 
Scrafton left the city that evening. 

He was accompanied by Omichund. They proceeded in palan- 
quins ; but when Scrafton arrived at Coffimbuzar, he milled his com- 
panion ; on which he flopped and difpatched meflwigers to the city, 
who found the old man fitting at midnight in the Nabob’s treafury, 
fbliciting Moonloll for Ibme more of the money which the Nabob 
had ordered to be reflored to him in reward for his flory concerning 
Bully ; but finding that Moonloll would give him nothing but pro- 
mifes, and prefled by the meflengers, he returned with them and re- 
joined Mr. Scrafton at two in the morning. Continuing their jour- 
ney, Mr. Scrafton fell allcep, and waking at day-break, mifled his 
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eompanion again; and not knowing where to feek him, topped and 
waited on the high road until three in the afternoon, when Omichund 
rejoined him again. He had been to vifit Roydoolub at the camp at 
Plalley, who had told him that no ftipulation had been made for 
him in the agreements with Meer JaflBer. ' Omichund therefore 
queftioned Mr. Scrafton with much iharpnefs and fulpicion ; but 
now the truth itfelf ferved to deceive him ; for Mr. Scrafton told 
him, that Roydoolub could not know any thing of that ftipulation, 
lince Mr. Watts had not yet communicated the treaty ultimately 
adjufted by the fele(ft committee even to Meer Jaffier himfelf. This 
appealed his anxieties, and they continued the reft of their journey 
without interruption. On the 8th they arrived at Calcutta, where 
Omichund was received by Colonel Clive, and the other members 
of the feledt committee, with much diftembled cordiality, which, 
however, could not entirely efface the impreffion which the words 
of Roydoolub had made in his mind ; in confequcnce of which he 
bribed the Perfian fcribe of the council, to inform him if any deceit 
to his detriment ftiould appear in the treaty, when ratified by Meer 
Jaffier in the PerOan language. 

The palace in which Meer Jaffier refided, is lituated on the fou- 
them extremity of Muxadavad, on the ifland of Coffimbuzar. The 
Nabob relided in a palace called Heraut-jeel, in the middle of the 
city, on the other fide of the river. Both palaces ftand on the bank 
of the river, are fortified with towers, and were provided with cannon. 
Meer Jaffier, at his return from the Nabob, had reqncfted all the 
officers on whofe attachment he relied, to keep their troops in 
leadinefs to defend his palace. In the fame evening he fent a 
trufty meffenger to Mr. Watts, to whom Mr. Watts delivered 
the two treaties, real and fiftitious, together witli the feparate 
article of donaticm to the fquadron, army, and committee, and ex- 
plained the intention of deceiving Omichund by the fiftitious treaty ; 
requefting, that all the three papers might be ratified, and returned^ 
to him without delay. But Meer Jaffier having promifed Roydoolub^ 
to conclude nothing without his participation, deferred the ratifica- 
tion until his return from Plafly ; which was, however, only a delay 
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1757. of two days ; for Roydoolub came to the city on the third of June. 
He being informed of the ftipulations, objefted that all the money 
in the Nabob’s treafury was not fufficient to anfwer them, and pro- 
pofed as a juft compromife, that whatfoever might be found Ihould 
be equally divided between the Nabob and the English. Mr. Watts 
nevej thelefs would not recede from any of the fums which had been 
ftlpulated, and reprefented to him, that if an equal divifion was efta- 
bliflied, the Englifli could not allow the ufual commiHion of five in 
tlie hundred to the officer who fhould be appointed to manage the 
bulinels of the treafury ; but proffered this office with that emolument 
to him, provided he would confent to all their demands. This argu- 
ment prevailed : Roydoolub rdmquifhed his -objeftions, and Meer 
Jaffier ligned the tieaties on the fourth of June. On the fame day 
the Nabob, not from any ftifpicion of the confedeiacy, but from his 
pre-conceived averfion to Meer Jaffier, ordered him to refign the com- 
mand of the army to an officer named Coja Haddee. 

It ftill remained neceflary that Meer Jaffier Ihould take an oath to 
obferve the treaties. Mr. Watts therefore propofed an interview ; 
which Jaffier wifhed likewife ; but objeiled, that they could not meet 
without great rifqueof difeovery, fince his palace was fti idly watched 
by the fpies of the Nabob. However, Mr. Watts, relying on the 
tfidelity of his own domefticks, and on the manners of the country, 
went in the afternoon from his own houfe in a covered palanquin, 
fuch as carry women of diftindion, and pafled without interruption 
to Jaffier’s palace ; who, with his fon Meerum, received him in one 
of the apartments of his feraglio, into which the bearers carried the 
palanquin. Here they conferred without the rifk of obfervation. 
Meer Jaffier confeiTed that the number of troops on whofe fervice he 
could entirely rely, did not exceed 3000 horfe ; but expeded th^t 
feveral other commanders, whom he knew to be diftatj^fied with the 
Nabob, would turn againft him in the day of battle. At all events, 
he deiired that the Englifh troops would immediately take the field, 
promifing, that if the Nabob fhould determine to defrnd the city, 
Jie would attack his palace as icon as they appeared in fight : if the 
tconteft was to be decided by a battle on the plain, he would regulate 

J ' hi. 
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his coadvflk according to the ftation which he fliould chance to 
occupy » if io the van, he would, on the approach of the English, 
beat his great drum, dilplay his ftandard, march off with all the 
troops his cotnmand, and join them on the right ; if on either 
the wings, or in the rear, he would dilplay a white flag, charge 
the main body of the Nabob’s army as foon as the Englifh began the 
al^^ck, and endeavour to take the Nabob prifoner. After thefe ex- 
plications, he gave his full affent to the terms of the real treaty, an^ 
to whatfoever other donations had been ftipulated ; then placing the 
Koran on his own head, and his hand on the head of his fon, whil^ 
^r. Watts held the papers open before him, he fwore with great 
lolemnity, that he would faithfully perform all he had protmfed. 
They thai refblved, that Omar-beg, one of his officers who had 
lately carried feveral meffages between Jaffier and Mr. Watts, 
(hould immediately proceed with the treaties to Calcutta-; and Mr. 
Watts returned as he came, undifcovered. Having brought this 
dangerous negotiation to a concluflon, no other affairs required his 
prefcncc at JMuxadavad ; but as his retreat would leave the Nabob 
witljiout a (^ubt of the hoftile intentions of the Englifh, he deter> 
mined to rqmfc feemingly in his power until the laft extremity, 
and, in the mean time, to make fuch preparations as woyld fecure 
his flight. 

The pu^ic treaty as written in Perfic, and fjgned by Meer Jaflier, 
is thus, traqllatet^ • “ I fwear by God, and the Prophet, of God to 
“ abide by ^he t^fms of this treaty whilft I have life.” Thefe words 
were written by Meer Jaflier in his own Jiand, and underfigned by 
him with his name. The following were as ufual in the hand of a 
fcribe. “ Treaty made with Admiral Watfbn, Colonel Clive, and 
the other counfellors, Mr. Drake and Mr. Watts. — Article I. 
“ Whatever articles were agreed to in the time of peace wdth the 
“ ,Nab|ob Snrajah Dowjlah, I agree to comply with. — II. The ene- 
“ mies of the Engljlh are my enemies, whether they be Indians or 
“ Europeans,— III. All th.; eflefts and feftdries belonging to the 
“■ French in the prcjvince of Bengal, the paradife of nations, and 
^har, and Orixa, ihall renfiam in the pofTellion of tHe EoglUh, 
VpL. II. Y ■ “ nor 
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** nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle in the three pro* 
** vinces. — IV. In confideration of the Ioffes which the Englifh 
** company have fuAained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta 
“ by the Nabob, and the charges occafioned by the maintenance of 
“ the forces, I will give them one crore of rupeeSk — ^V. For the 
“ effedls plundered from the Englifh inhabitants at Calcutta, I agree 
« to give fifty lacks of rupees.~VI. For the effeiSls plundered from 
the Gentoos, Moors, and’ other inhabitants of Calcutta, twenty 
** lacks of rupees fhall be ^ven.— VII. Tor the effefts plundered 
“ from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will give the fum of 
feven lacks of rupees. The didribution of the fums allotted to 
** the Englifh, Gen too. Moor, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, 
“ fhall be left to Admiral Watfbn, Colonel Clive, Roger Drake, 
« William Watts, James Kilpatrick, and Richard Becher, Ef- 
** quires, to be difpofed of by them, to whom they think proper.— 
** VIII. Within the ditch, which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, 
“ are trafts of land belonging to feveral Zemindars : belides thefe, 
I will grant to the Englifh company 600 yards without the dkeh., 
*< —IX. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, 
“ fhall be under the Zemindary of the Englifh company ; and all 
“ the officers of diefe parts fhall be under their jurifdidion. The 
“ revenues to be pad by the company in the fame manner as other 
“ Zemindars. — X. Whenever I demand the affiflance of the Ehglifh, 
“ I will be at the charge of the maintenance of their troops. — XI. 
“ I will not ereft any new fortifications near the river Ganges, be- 
“ low Hughley. — Xll. As fbon as I am eftablifhed in the three prp- 
** vinccs, the aforefaid fums fhall be faithfully paid.. Dated the 
** 15th of the month of Ramazan in the fourth year of the prefent 
“ reign.”' The treaty, written and figned by the Englifh, contained 
the fenfe of all thefe articles, but not exprelTed in the fame words ; 
and it likewife had' one more of the following tenor. — “ XIII. On 
“ condition Meer JaflSer Cawn Bahadar fblemnly ratifies and fwears> 
“ to fulfil the above articles. We the underwritten do, for and in 
the behalf of the honourable Eaft Ihdia company, declare on the 
^ holy evangelifts, and before God, that we will aflift Meer Jaf- 

“ ficr. 
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“ fier Cawn Bahadar whli oui whole utmoft force, to obtain th<? 
“ Subahfliip of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, and 
“ further that we will aflill: him to the utmoft againft all his -cnc- 
“ mies whatever, whenfoever he calls upon us for that purpofo, 
provided that when he becomes the Nabob, he fulfils the above 
“ articles.” This treaty was figned by Admiral Watfon, Mr. 
Drake, the governor of Calcutta, Colonel Clive, Mr. Watts,- 
Major Kilpatrick, and Mr. Becher. The donations to the armj, 
fquadron, and committee, were written in another treaty. 

Omarbeg with the treaties arrived at Calcutta on the loth, and 
explained the intentions of Jaffier to the feleft committee, in the 
fame manner as Jaffier had explained them to Mr. Watts. The 
troops of Jaffier, without the afliftance of others who might jom 
him, were deemed fully fufficient to allure the fuccefs of the enter- 
prue, provided they a£led with vigour. But he had hitherto be- 
haved with fo much irrefolutioii, that Clive began to fufpeift he 
would fail ftill more in the hour of danger. However, it was necef- 
fary either to jlroceed to immediate aftion, or entirely relinquifh the 
confederacy; for the fecret had inadvertently been revealed, and 
began to lie the public talk even of the common foldiers at Calcutta 
and Chandernagore. It was therefore determined to commence 
hoftilities without delay. Omichund was on the watch to learn the 
refolutions of this council, and the real purport of the treaties ; but 
the governor having entertained fome fufpicions of the feribe whom 
Omichund had bribed, only entrufted him with the fiditious treaty, 
in which the ftipulation in favour of Omichund was inferted ; who 
being fatisfied with the report of tlic feribe, rcfolved to proceed 
with the army to Muxadavad. 

On die 1 2th, the troops which wore at Calcutta, with 150 failors 
from the fquadron, proceeded and jouied tliat part of die army which 
was quartered at Chandernagore. All the necefiary preparations had 
been made, and the whole ai'my began their march from Chander- 
nagore on the next day, leaving 100 of the failors to garrifou thjs 
■fort, that every foldier miglit ferve in die field. The Europeans 
with the field-pieces, ftores and ammunition, proceeded in aoo boats, 
Y 1 which 
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trhlolli were towed by the Indian rowers the ftreain ; for the 
tide flows no ferther than Hughiey. The Sepoys marched in fight 
of the boats along the high road made by the Mogul government, 
and continuing from Hughiey to Patna. The Nabob entertaining 
fufpicions of Nuncomar, had lately fent a ncW governor to Hugh- 
iey, who threatened to oppoie the palfage of the boats ; but the 
twenty-gun fiiip coming up and anchoring before his fort, and a me- 
nacing letter from Colonel Clive, deterred him'firom that refolution. 
As foon as the army le^ Chandernagore, Colonel Clive fent away 
two of the Nabob’s ttieffengers, who were in his camp, with a letter 
of the following purport : “ That the Nabob 'had ufod eviry fob- 
“ terfuge to evade the accoihpliihment of the' treaty of Fcbruaiy ; 
“ tliat he had in four months reftored only a fifth part of the e&ds 
“ he had plundered from the En^liih; that he' had fcarcely made 
** peace, before he invited Mr. Buffy to come from the Decan, and 
** affift him in extirpating them once more out of his dombions ; 
“ that the party of French troops, with Mr. Law, were at this very 
** time maintained at his expence within loo miles of his capital : 
** that he had, on groundlefs fufpicions, bfulted the Englifh ho- 
“ nour ; at one time fending troops to examme their faflory at 
Coflimbuzar ; at another, driving their Vacqueel with difgrace 
“ out of his prefence : that he had promifed a fum of gold rupees ; 
** then denied that promife ; and then fent Omichuiid from the 
“ city, under pretence that it was he who had deceived the Englifh 
** commanders in chat bufinefs. On the other hand, the Englifh 
** had bore all thefe injuries patiently, and had even taken the field 
** to aifift him when alarmed by the approach of the Pitans ; but 
“ at length feeing no other remedy, their army was now march- 
** mg to Muxadavad, where they intended to refer their complaints 
“ to the decifion of the principal officers of his government, 
namely Mecr Jaffier, Rqydoolub, the Sta/j, Meer Murdcen, and 
** MoonloU ; to which arbitration it Was hoped that he would ao 
** quiefce* and fparc the eflFufion of blood.” 

Monickchund, the late governor of Calcutta, Having receivedfome 
'klnts of the confederacy from Omlchund, had profiered his alliaftce 
5 to 
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to Meer Jaffier. The Seats had fecured Yar Khan Lattey, and fe^ 
veral other commanders had promiied their afliftanee in the hour of 
need, although they ftill appeared dutiful to the Nabob. All thefe, 
whether Gentoos or Mahometans, confirmed their profeffions by the 
ulual oaths of their religions. The Nabob, receiving fbme confuied 
intelligence of thefe practices, prepared to attack the palace of Jaffier» 
Mefiages of threat and defiance paiO^d between them from the 8th 
to the I ith, when letters from Calcutta fpread a report in the city, 
that the Englifh were confederated vdth Jaffier ; to which, however, 
the Nabob did not feem to give credit ; but Jaffier concluding that 
he muft believe what was fo true, fent a me^ge to Mr. Watts, on 
the 1 ith, advifing him to make his eicape without delay. Mr. Watts- 
was prepared, and all the Englifh property and foldiers had been lent 
away from the feftory at Coffimbuzar. Neverthelefs he determined 
to wait ftill longer, in expectation of a letter from Clive authorizing 
his departure. He, however, immediately ftnt away the Armenian 
Petrus, who had been the raoft confidential of his agents in the 
conlpiracy, and Jaffier feiit one of his own domefticks with Petrus; 
both were, inftruCled to prefs Colonel Clive to begin his march. 
Notwithftanding feVeral other warnings, Mr. Watts perfevered until 
the 15th, when Jaffier informed him there was no longer any 
fafety, fmee the Nabob’s artillery would begin to fire upon his pa- 
lace the next morning ; upon this Mr. Watts immediately left his 
houfe in the city, travelling in his plankin towards the Englilh. 
faftoty at ColTimbuzar, where he had lately been feveral times on 
pretence of bufinefs. There remjnned Mr. Collet, Mr. Sykes, and 
a furgeon, who were to make their efcape with him, and they had 
refided for fome time at a country-houfe called Maudipore, about two 
miles to the fouth of Coffimbuzar. 

Mr. Watts, ftopping at the faCtoiy of Coffimbuzar, ordered the 
domefticks to prepare a fupper, telling them, that he fhould return 
in the evening with thofe at Maudipore, to which he then proceeded.. 
There was in his retinue an Ufb^ Tartar, named Mirza Shah Buz- 
beg, who had ferved many years in difierent armies, was an excellent 
horfoman, and on all occafions void of fear : he had at&ched him- 
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fclf witli miicli fidelity to Mr. Watts, in return foi feme fervices 
which Mr. Watts had rendered him eight years before at Patna, and 
now accompanied liis flight. The four Engliflimen and the Tartar, 
aimed with plftols, mounted their horfes at Maudipore about an hour 
before fiinfct : they were accompanied by fbme dog-keepers leading 
gicy hounds, and each horfeman was, likewife, attended his groom 
on foot. This fervant in India is, by habit, capable of keeping 
pace for feveral hours with the horfe, although going at a great 
rate. Having proceeded at a gentle pace on the plain, until they 
weie about fix miles fo the fouth, they fent back the dog-keepers, 
flying, that they th’emlelves would return lelfiucly another way. 
Immedi.Uely after this they met two Coflids, or meflengers, dif- 
.patche'd by Colonel , Clive, with a letter to Mr Watts, permitting 
him to leave Muxadavad, if nothing more required his 'flay. It 
being now dark they quitted the road, and ftruck to the left, 
where the country at fome diftance was uninhabited, and covered 
with thickets, along the Ikirt of which they proceeded to the fouth, 
as faft as they could, until they thought themfelves 30 miles from 
Collimbuzar. They then turned to the weft, and about midnight 
came to the village of Aguadeep, fituated on the bank of the river. 
At the entrance of the village was a party of the Nabob’s horfe, 
picketed on each fide of liie road in the open air ; but this guard 
was, as ufqal ,at this feafon of the night, fo faft afleep, that not 
.one of them arofe to enquire who were come amongft them. 
Jdaving paffed to the fouthern extremity of the village, they dlfco- 
.vered two fmall boats, which were only capable of containing the 
/Iders. The Tartar, unwilling to lofe his own horfe, undertook to 
fav'e thofe of his companions, who leaving them with him, imme- 
.diately went into the boats, and rowed down the ftream about eight 
miles, to the point where the Cofiimbuzar and Jelingeer rivers 
.unite : here they found i party of foldiers with fome boats, difpatched 
to cfcQrt the^^d'the arlftiy.* Having thus efcaped out of the reach of 
danger, they took ioftie refrefliment, and continued their way before 
«day-break, in the boats with the foldiers ; and the next day, at 
Sthrec in the afternoon, joined the army at Ctiliiah, a town about 1 5 
I miles 
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miles to the north, of Hughley. Mr, Watts, immediately on his ar- 
rival, fent back one of his own meflengers, who chanced to be in the 
camp, to Muxadavad, with intelligence of his own fafety, and of 
the approach of the army. The Armenian Petrusy with the meflen- 
ger from Mecr Jaffier, arrived the fame day. The Tartar, with the 
grooms, foon found a boat in which they embarked, and holding the 
horfes with the bridles lengthened, fwam them all fafely acrofs the 
river ; they joined the army the day after Mr- Watts. 

Intelligence of their flight was carried to the Nabob early in the 
morning after them departure, jjufl as he was about to commence- 
hoftilities againft Meer Jaffier, The information overwhelmed him 
with aftonifhment and terror ; for it convinced him at once of what 
he had hitherto difbelieved, that the Englifh were confederated with 
Jaffier ; and feeing now the whole extent of his danger, magnified 
by his own timidity, he determined, if poflible, to feparate their 
union ; and immediately revoking the orders to attack Jaffier, he 
employed emiflaries to treat with him. At the fame time feveral 
of the Nabob’s officers, on whole friendfhip Jaffier relied, were ex- 
horting him to a reconciliation j to which he feemingly agreed, but, 
either through fufpicion or fcorn, refufed to vifit the Nabob. Such 
an obje£rion at any otlier feafon would have excluded all further in- 
tercourfe ; but the Nab(A, relinquifhing bis ftate, went to the pa- 
lace of Jaffier with a retinue not fuificient to ^ve umbrage. This 
vifit produced an agreement, fandified, as ufual, by mutual oaths 
on the Koran, Jaffier promifed neither to join or give afliftance to 
the Englifh in the Impending conteft ; the Nabob to permit him 
fbon as peace ihould be reftored, to retire unmoleiled out of the pro- 
vince with his family and treafures. This interview was on the 
r5th,, and precarious as the reconclUatioa w'as, it elated the Nabob 
fb much, that he immediately wrote in terms of defiance to Colonel 
Clive, although he had not received thci manifefto fraught with ac- 
culadons, which Clive had difpatched to him on leaving Chatider- 
iiagore. ** He reproached the Englifh, in the fharpefb Inveftives, 
“ with the flight of Mr. Watts. Sufpicion,” he faid, “ that fome 
**■ trick was> intended,, had been the real caufe which had induced 

“ him 
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** hiin' fo W ftlftijr lb long at Pl 4 fliy .i l>\lt God and tl*e Px^het 
■“ ivcndd ptinifli tliofe by tbe treaty was violated/* He at 

the fame time ordered his whole army, in which were now included 
the troops of Jaffier, to afienoble with the ubtnoft diligjence at their 
former encampments at Plafly, and lent orders to Mr. Law, who 
was waiting with his party at B(%lip6re, to c6me to his affiftance 
■with the utmoft expedition. 

The Englilh army arrived and halted on the i6rh at Patlee, a 
toWn on the weftern Ihorc of the river of Coffimbtttar, about fix 
miles above the junftlon of this with the JcUngeer river. Twelve 
miles above Patlee, on the lame Ihore, is the fort of Cutwah ; the 
walls of Which Weire only of mud ; but it commanded the paflage 
of the 'river. The governor 6f this fort had pfomiled to fnrrender 
after a little prfetehded fefiftance, and M^or Coote was fent forward 
on the 1 2th With aoo Europeans, 500 Sepoys, one field-'piece, and 
•a fmail nforttir, te funirtlon the place. The toWn of Cutwah lies 
ubout 300 yards fodth of the - fort, and is fcparated from it by the 
Agey, a river Which takes rife in the high lands of Berbohiii. 
The detachrA^nt landed at midnight, and found the town abandoned ; 
but nbt bring able to lAake ufe either of the fiekl-pieee or mortar, 
becaufe fome of their appurtenances had been left behind, remained 
quiet until day-break, when Major Coote went to the bank of the 
liver, and waved a white flag, which for fome time was aniwered 
only by foot. ■ However, the governor at length come down to «he 
oppofite bank, bbt inftead 6fa>mpliance, defied the attack. As foon 
as he was returned into the fort, the S^ys croiied the river, and, 
tinder foelter of a lit^' fired upon the ramparts, Whilft !the £uro- 
}>eans marched ttl the left, in order to ford at fome diftance from the 
fort. As Ibbn as the gatrifon faw them entering the river, thty fet 
•Are to a^lhed of matts, which had been rrifed to Iproted the wails 
ftom the fun and rain, attl as foon as all parts were in a blaze, <tbey 
made their efoape to the 'northward. .Within' the fort, and iktle> 
veral granaries in the • neighbourhood. Was found as much r|ce as 
would fullain 10,000 'naen fon a The main body of Hho^army 

arrived at Cutwah in the evening, and:'^ene8lnpedv<m;'the!plain ; 

but 
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but the next day tJbe rainy feafbn began with fuch violence, that 
they were obliged to Itrike their tents, and Ihelter thenifelvcs in 
the huts ja^d houfes of the town. 

The Nabob’s troops feeing in the impending warfare no profpe(£t 
of plunder, as in the facking of Calcutta, and much more danger, 
clamoroufly refufed to quit the city, until the arrears of their pay 
were difeharged : this tumult lafted three days, nor was it appeafed 
until they had obtained a laige diftributioii of money. Colonel Clive 
had dilpatched a letter every day fince he left Chandernagore, in- 
forming Meer Jaffier of his progrefs and ftations, but he had hither- 
to received only one letter fiomJafSer,which arrived on the 17th, and 
was dated the day before. In this JafHer acknowledged his feeming 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and his oath not to alTift the Englllh 
againft him ; but faid, neveithelcfs, that the purport of his covenant 
with them muft be carried into execution. This ambiguous com- 
munication, at fo decifive a time, made Colonel Chve fulped that 
he might betray the Englifh, by leaguing with the Nabob, and de- 
termined him not to crofs the river into the ifland of Coflimbuzar 
until this doubt Ihould be removed. The two next days pafled in 
difappointed expeilations of farther intelligence ; but, on the 20th, 
returned the meflenger whom Mr. Watts had difpatchcd to Muxa- 
davad on his arrival at Culnah. He reported, tliat he had been in- 
troduced to Meer Jaffier and his fon Meirum, in a private court of 
their palace, into which, as foon as they began to queftion him, 
came fome other perfons, whom he fuppofed to belong to the Na- 
bob ; for, as fool|t ^ appeared, Meirum threatened to cut ofl' his 
head as a fpy, an^ the heads of all the Englifh, if they fhould dare to 
crofs the river into the ifland. From this report no confequences could 
be drawn ; but in the evening arrived two letters from Meer Jaffier, 
dated on the 1 9th, one written to his agent Omaibeg, who was in the 
Englifh camp, and the other to Colonel Cive. This only mentioned 
that he fhould begin his march that day from the city, and that his 
tent would be either 'on the left or the right of the army, from 
whence he promi&d to fend more frequent and explicit intelligence; 
having hitherto been deterred by the fear of difeovery, as guards 
were ftationed on all the roads to intercept all meflengers. His Ict-v 
VoL. IL Z ter 
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ter to Omarbeg contuned feveral particiUars of the reconciliation Be^ 
tween himfelf and the Nabob, and gave fome account of the Hate of 
the army. But neither letter explained his own dehgns in the 
field, OF propofed any plan of operations for the Englifli army. This 
communication, therefore j although it abated Colonel Clive’s fuf-' 
picions of Jaffier’s treachery, did not confirm him in any reliance 
upon his rclblution or affiftance : and much confounded by this per- 
plexity, as well as by the danger of coming to aftion without horfe,. 
of which the Englilh had none, he wrote the fame <fay to the Ri- 
jah of Burdawan, who was difeontented with the Nabob, nwiting 
him to join them vnth his cavalry, even were they only a thoufandJ 
But, recollecting that the princes of Indoftan never join the Itandard 
which doubts of fuccefs, his anxieties increaled by the dread of 
thofe imputations, to which he fbrefaw the prefcnt caution of his 
conduct would be expofed', if, after having engaged the public wel- 
fare in a projeClr of fuch importance and rifque, he fhould recede from 
the attempt in the very hour of event. He, therefore, determined 
to confult his officers, and afiembled them the next day -in council. 
They were 20, and he propofed’ to their confideration, “ Whether 
“ the army fhould immediately crofs into the ifland of Coflimbuzar, 
and at all rifques attack the Nabob ? or whether, availing themT 
“ felves of the great quantity of rice which they had taken at Cut- 
** wah, they fhould maintain themfolves there during the rainy 
** feafon, and in the mean time invite the Morattoes to enter the 
“ province and join them ?”■ Contrary to the forms ufually praClifed 
in councils of war, of taking the voice of the yott^^kl officer firft, 
and afeending from this to the opinion of the prefldent. Colonel 
Clive gave his own opinion firft, which was, “ to remain at Cut- 
“ wah ;** and' then dfefcended to the loweft according to the fuc- 
ceffion of rank. The Majors-Kilpatrick and Grant were of the fame 
opinion as himfelf, but Major Coitfe reafoned otherwife. He faid„ 
“ that the common fbldiers were at prefent confident of fuccefs i 
“ that a ftop fo near the enemy would naturally quell this ardour» 
“ which it would be difficult to reftore ; that the arrival of the 
“ French troops with Mr. Law would add ftrength to the Nabob’s 
** force and vigour to His councils ; that they would furround the 

“ Englifh 
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Engllih army, cut off its communication with Calcutta, when, 
diftreffes not yet forefeen might ruin it as effectually as the lofs 
« of a battle. He therefore adviled, that they Ihould either ad- 
" vance and decide the conteft immediately, or immediately return 
to Calcutta.’* It is very rare that a council of war decides for 
battle ; for as the commander never confults his officers in this au- 
thentic form, but when great difficulties arc to be furmounted, the 
general communication increafes the fenfe of rifque and danger 
which every one brings with him to the confultation. Thirteen 
officers were againft, and only feven voted for immediate aClion. The 
iandion of this council in no wife alleviated the anxieties of Clive ; 
for, as foon as it broke up, he retired alone into the adjoining grove, 
where he remained near an hour in deep meditation, which con- 
vinced him of the abfurdity of flopping where he was ; and ading 
now entirely from himfelf, he gave orders, on his return to his quar- 
ters, that the army ihould crofs the river the next morning. 

The fick were lodged in the fort of Cutwah, and at fun-rife, on 
the 22df the army began to pafs : all were landed on the oppolite 
ihore by four in the afternoon, at which time another meflenger ar- 
rived with a letter from Jaffier, which had likewife been dilpatched 
on the 19th, but had taken bye-roads, and was delayed by other pre- 
cautions. The purport was, That the Nabob had halted at Mun- 
“ carra,.a village fix miles to the fouth of Coffimbuzar, and intended 
“ to entrench and wait the event at that place, where Jaffier pro- 
“ pofed that the Englifli fhould attack him by furprize, marching 
** round by the inland part of the iiland.** Colonel Clive imme- 
diately fent back the meffenger v<nth this anlwer, ** That he Ihould 
** march to Plafly without delay, and would the next morning ad- 
vance fix miles fiirther to the villa^ of Daudpoor ; but if Meer 
** Jaffier did not join him there, he would make peace with the 
“ Nabob.’* Accordingly the troops proceeded before fun-fet, c<m- 
fbrming their march to the progrefs of the boats, which, as before, 
were towed againfr the frream ; and having, by unceafing toil, ad- 
vanced fifteen miles in eight hours, arrived at one in the morning 
at Plafly. The army immediately took pofleffion of the adjoining 
Z z grove, 
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grove, when, to their great furprize, the continual found of drums^ 
clarions, and cymbals, which always accompany the night watches 
of an Indian camp, convinced thent that they were within a mile 
of the Nabob's army. His intention to remain at Muncarra, had' 
arifen from a fuppofition that the Engllfti would advance imme- 
diately after they had taken Cutwah, and would arrive at Plalfy 
before his own could get there ; hut as foon as he found that the3r 
were not lb aftive, he continued his march, and arrived at the camp 
of Plafly twelve hours before them. 

The guards and centinels being ftationed, the reft of the troops 
were permitted to take reft. The foldiers llept ; but few of the 
officers, and leaft of all the commander. On the other hand, the 
defpondency of the Nabob increafed as the hour of danger approached. 
Sitting in his tent in the evening of his arrival at the camp, it chanced 
that his attendants quitted him one after another in order to lay their 
ufual prayers at fun-fet, until they left liim quite alone ; when a 
common fellow, cither through ignorance, or with an intention to 
fteal, entered the tent unperceived, until he was difeovered by the 
Nabob ; who ftarting from the gloomy refledlions in which he was 
abforbed, haftily recalled his attendants with this* emphatic excla- 
mation, “ Sure they fee me dead.** 

The grove of Plafly extended north and fouth about 800 yards in 
length, and 300 in breadth, and was planted with mango-trees, in 
regular rows. It was inclofed by a flight bank and ditch, but the 
ditch was choaked with coarfe weeds and brambles. The angle to 
the fouth-weft was 200 yards from the river, but that to the north- 
weft not more than 50. A Kttle to the north of the grove, and on 
the bank of the river, flood a hunting-houfe of the Nabob’s, encom- 
pafled by a garden-wall. The river, a mile before it reaches this 
houfe, curves to the fouth-weft nearly in the lhape of an horfe-lhoe, 
including a peninlula about three miles in circumference, of which 
the neck, from the ftream to the flream again, is not more than a 
quarter of a mfifts^acrofs. About 300 yards to the fouth of the pe- 
uinfiib, began art^fentrenchment, which Roydoolub had thrown up 
tx> fetlbre his camp : the fouthem fece, fronring the grove of Plafly,. 

2 extended 
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extended nearly in a ftreight line^ about 200 yards inland from the 
bank of the river ; and then turning to the north-eaft by an obtufe 
angle, continued nearly in this direai<Mi about three miles. Within 
this entrenchment encamped the whole army, of which a part like- 
wife occupied the peninfula. In the angle was railed a redoubt, on 
which cannon were mounted. About 300 yards to the eaft of this 
redoubt, but without the camp, was a hillock covered with trees ; 
and 860 yards to the fouth of this hillock and the redoubt, was a 
fmall tank or pond ; and 100 yards farther to the fouth was another,, 
but much laiger tank ; both, as all fuch public refervoirs of water in 
Bengal, were furrounded by a large mound of earth at the diftance 
of Ibme yards from the margin of the water. 

At day-break, the enemy’s army ifluing from many different open- 
ings of the camp, began to advance towards the grove ; 50,000 foot, 
18,000 horfe, and 50 pieces of cannon. The greateft part of the^ 
foot were armed with matchlocks, the reft with various arms, pikes, 
fwords, arrows, rockets. The cavalry, both men and horfes, drawn 
from the northern regions, were much ftouter than any tvhich ferve 
in the armies of Coromandel. The cannon were moftly of the 
largeft calibres, 24 and 32 pounders ; and thefe were mounted on 
the middle of a large' ftage, raifed fix feet from the ground, carrying 
befides the cannon, all the ammunition belonging to it, and the 
gunners themfelvcs wlio managed the cannon, on the ftage itfelf. 
Thefe machines were drawn by 40 or 50 yoke of white oxen, 
of the largeft fize, bred in the country of Pufnea ; and behind each 
cannon walked an elephant, trained to affift at difficult tugs, by 
fhoving with his forehead agaiiift the hinder part of the carriage. 
The infantry and cavalry marched in many Separate and compadl 
bodies. Forty vagabond Frenchmen, under the eomptiand of one 
Sinfray, appeared at the larger tank, that neareft the grove, with 
four pieces of light cannon. Two larger pieces advanced and halted.' 
on a line with this tank, clofc to the bank of the river. Behind theife' 
pofts 5000 horfe and 7000 foot took their ftation ynder the ooth-' 
mand of Meer Murdecn, and the fbn of Moonlol. The reft of the 
army in. large columns of horfe and foot extended in a curve from the 
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1757. left of the hillock near their camp, to the ground about 800 yards 
June. ^ fouthern angle of the grove of Plalfy : and in this part 

were the troops of Meer Jaffier, Roydoolub, and Lattee. In all the 
openings between the columns were interfperfed the artillery, two, 
three, and four pieces togethec. 

Colonel Clive, viewing the enemy’s array from the top of the hunt- 
ing-houfe, was liirprized at their numbers, as well as the fplendor and 
confidence of their array; but judging, that if his own troops remained 
in the grove, the enemy would impute the caution to fear, and g^w 
bolder, he drew them up in a line with the hunting-houfe, and 
facing to the neareft tank. They were 900 Europeans, of whom 
100 were artillery-men, and 50 were failors ; 100 Topaffes, and 
2100 Sepoys ; the artillery were eight field-pieces, all fix-pounders, 
and two howitz : the Topafles were blended in the battalion with 
the Europeans, the failors affifted the artillery-men. The battalion 
with three field-pieces on the right, and the fame number on their 
left, were in the centre ; on the right and left of which extended 
the Sepoys in two equal divifions. The other two field-pieces and 
the howitzes were advanced 200 yards in front of the left divifion of 
Sepoys, and polled behind two brick-kilns. This line extended 600 
yards beyond the right of the grove ; but the dillance of the enemy 
in this quarter, prevented any danger of their foiling upon the flank 
before whatlbever troops were ordered could fall back, and range 
along the call fide of the grove. The firil Ihot was fired by the 
enemy, at eight o’clock, from the tank ; it killed one, and wounded 
another of the grenadier .company, which was polled on the right 
of the battalion. This, as a fignal, was followed by the continual 
fire of the roll of the Nabob’s artillery on the plain. But moft of 
their ihot flew too high. The two advanced field-pieces anfwered' 
the fire firom the tank, and thole with the battalion aded againll 
the different divifions of heavy artillery on the plain ; but firing out 
of the reach of point-blank ihot, hit none of the enemy’s guns ; 
neverthelefs, every ihot took place, either in one or other of the 
bodies of infantry or cavalry. But ten for one killed, was no ad- 
'Wtage in fycb a difpari^ of numbers, and in half an hour the 
3 Engliih 



Book V0. SURAJAK Dowlah." 175 

Engllfh loft 10 Europeans, and 20 Sepoys ; on which Colonel Clive 1757. 
ordered the whole army to retire into the grove. The enemy elated 
hy this retreat, advanced their heavy artillery nearer, and fired with ° * 
greater vivacity than before ; but their (hot only ftruck the trees ; 
for the troops were ordered to fit down, whilft the field-pieces alone 
anfwered the enemy's cannon from behind the bank. Explofions 
of powder were frequently obferved amongft their artillery. At 
eleven o'clock Colonel Clive confulted his officers at the drum 
head; and it was refblved to maintain the cannonade during the day, 
but at midnight to attack the Nabob's (amp^ About noon a very 
heavy fhower covered the plain, and very foon damaged the enemy's 
powder fo much, that their fire flackened continually ; but the Englifh 
ammunition ferved on. The Nabob had remained in his tejit out of 
the reach of danger, contmually flattered, by his attendants and^officers, 
of whom one half were traitors, with affurances of vidlory ; but about 
noon he was informed, that Meer Murdeen, the beft and moft ftijth- 
( ful of his generals, was mortally wounded by a cannon-ball. The 
misfortune difturbed him to excefs ; he immediately fent for Meer 
Jaffier ; and as foon. as he entered the tent,, flung his turband on the 
ground, faying, “ Jaffier, that turband you muft defend." The 
other bowed, and with his hands on his breaft, promifed his utmoft 
iervices ; and returning to his troops and aflbeiates immediately dif- 
patched a letter to Colonel Clive, informing him of what had palled, 
and advifing him either to pulh forward in the inftant, or at all 
events, to attack the Nabob's camp at three the next morning ; but 
the meffenger was afraid to proceed whilft the firing continued. la 
the mean time, the terrors of the Nabob increafed continually : Roy- 
doolub taking advantage of them, counfolled him to return to Iiis 
capital ; his advice prevailed, and the Nabob ordered the army to re- 
treat into the intrenchments. 

Accordingly, about two o’clock, the enemy ceafed the cannonade,, 
and wore perceived yoking the trains of oxen to their artillery, and 
as foon as. thelie were in motion, their whole ^my turned and pro- 
ceeded flowly towards the camp. But Sinfray with his patty and 
field*-picces ftiU. maintained bis poft at the Tins was a good. 
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^^•atio^lc to' tanhonade the enemy from, during their retreat ; and 
Major Kilpatrick impatient to feize the opportunity, advanced from 
ihe grove with two companies of the battalion, and two field-pieces, 
marching fall towards the tank, and fent information of his intention, 
and the rcalbn of it, to his commander, who chanced at this time 
to be lying down in the hunting-houfe. Some fay he was afleep ; 
w'hich is not improbable, confidering how little reft he had had for 
lb many hours before; but this is no imputation either againft his 
courage or eonduft. Starting up, he ran immediately to the detach- 
ment, reprimanded Kilpatrick fliarply for making fuch a motion 
without his orders, commanded him to return to tlie grove, and bring 
up the reft of the army ; and then proceeded himfelf with the de- 
tachment to the tank, which Sinfray, feeing his party left without 
fupport, abandoned ; and retreated to the redoubt of the intrench- 
men t, where he planted his field-pieces ready to aft again. 

As the main body of the Englilh troops were advancing to the 
tank, that part of the Nabob’s army, which in the beginning of the 
aftion had farmed oppofite to the fouth-eaft angle of the grove of 
Plafly, lingered in the retreat behind the reft, dnd when they had 
paffed the parallel of the grove, halted, faced, and advanced towards 
the north-eaft angle. Thofe were the troops of Meer Jaffier ; but 
their fignals not being underftood, it was ftippofed that they intended 
to fall upon the baggage and boats at the grove, whilft the Englilh 
army were engaged at the tank. Three platoons of the line, whilft 
in march, and a field-piece, were detached to oppofe them, under the 
command of Captain Grant and Lieutenant Rumbold ; and Mr. John 
, Johnftone, a volunteer, manned the field-piece, the fire of which 
loon Ibpped the approach of the fuppofed enemy. Mean while the 
army being arrived at the tank, got all their field-pieces upon the 
mound, and from thence began to cannonade into the Nabob’s camp ; 
on which .many of the troops came again out of the intrenchment, 
and feveral pieces of their artilleiy were likewife preparing to return ; 
on this, Coldtiel Clive advanced nearer, and ported half his troops 
and artillefy at the Icfler tank, and the other half at a riling ground 
about 200 yards to the left of it. From thefe ftations the cannonade 

was 
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was renewed with more efficacy than befoie, and killed many of the 
oxen which were drawing the artillery, which threw all the tiains 
that were approaching into difoider. On the other hand, the 
Frenchmen with Slnfray plyed their field-pieces from the redoubt ; 
and matchlocks from the intienchments, from ditches, hollows, and 
every hole oi fheltcr, as alfo from the bufhes on the hillock caft of 
the redoubt, kept up a conftant although irregular fire, whilft the 
cavalry advanced feveral times threatening to charge fword in hand, 
but were always flopped and repulfcd by the quick filing of the 
field-pieces. Neverthelefs, the Englifh fuffered as much in this, as 
they had during all the former operations of the day. At length 
the troops of Jaffier appeared moving away from the field of battle, 
without joining the refl of the Nabob’s army ; which convincing 
Colonel Clive who they were, he determined to make one vigorous 
effort for vi<flory by attacking at once Sinfray’s redoubt, and the 
eminence to the eaftward of it, in the cover of which an ambufeade 
was fufpefted. Two divifions of the army were appointed to the 
two attacks, and the main body advanced in the centre ready to 
fupport both, and to aft, as occafion Ihould ofler, of itfclf. The 
divifion on the right gained the eminence without firing or lecelving 
a fingle fhot. At the fame time the left marched up to the redoubt, 
which Sinfray, finding himfelf again deferred by his allies, quitted 
without farther rcfiflance, and without carrying off his field-pieces. 
Thus the whole of the EngJifli aimy entered the camp at five o’clock, 
without other obftacle than wdiat they met fioin tents, artilhry, 
baggage, and flores, difperfed around them, and abandoned b\ an 
army which out-numbered them ten to one, and were flying befoie 
them on all fidcs in the utmoft confufion. 

The caufe of this fudden panic was the flight of the Naboi', u ho 
hearing that Mecr Jaflici itmaincd inactive on the plain, and tliat 
the Englifh were advancing to Itoini his camp, mounted a camel, 
and fled at the utmoft pace of the animal, accompanied by about 
2000 horfemen. The viftory was decided, and was confiimed by 
the arrival of the meficnger with the letter fent by Meer Jaffier at 
VoL. 11 . A a noon ; 




The War of Bengal. Book VII. 

noon; foon after came another, ■whcMii (.'olouel Clive Immediately 
returned with a note, requefting Mccr Jafiiti to nicct him the next 
morning at Daudpore. 

The Englilh loldlt rs being told, that they fhould receive a dona- 
tion of money, received the orders to marth on to Daudpore with 
acclamations, nor (hewed any defire to ftop for the plunder which 
lay fpread aiound them. They halted, however, until the commif- 
laries had taken pofleffion of as many oxen as fufficed for all the artil- 
lery and carriages of the army : their own being much inferior to the 
Nabob’s. A detachment was fent forward, under Major Coote, to 
purfue, or rather to obferve if the enemy rallied ; and the whole 
army arrived at eight o’clock, and refted at Daudpore. This impor- 
tai^t viftory was gained with little lofs. Only i6 Sepoys were killed, 
and 36 wounded, many of whom (lightly : and of the Europeans 
about 20 were killed and wounded ; of which number, fix of the 
killed, and ten of the wounded, were of the artillery, as were like- 
wife the only two officers who were wounded during the difierent 
operations of the day. 

In the morning. Colonel CHve deputed Mr. ScraAon and Omarbeg 
to conduft Meer Jaffier to Ihudpore, who received them with re- 
ferve, and an air of anxiety, as if he apprehended, that the Englilh 
refented his condud, in not having joined them, c(»iformably to his 
promifes ; he, however, immediately proceeded with them to Daud- 
pore, accompanied by his (bn Meirum, and his ufual retinue. 
On entering the Engli(h camp, he alighted from his elephant, and 
the guard drew out, and leftcd their arms, to receive him with the 
ufual honours. Not knowing the meaning of this compliment, he 
darted back, as if he thought it a preparation to his dedrudion ; 
but Colonel Clive advancing haftily, embraced, and faluted him 
Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, which removed his fears. 
They conferred alxiut an hour, he making fome apologie^ and the 
Colonel no reproaches ; but advifed him to proceed immediately to 
the city, and not to (ufler Surajah Dowlah to e(cape, nor his treafures 
to be plundered. Meer Jaffier returning to his troops, haibned with 
them to Muxadavad, and arrived th^ in the evening, that is, of 
4 the 
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the a4th. Colonel Clive then dlfi)atched letters to Roydoolub, Latty, 
and Monickchund, and to Monickchund he promifed that no en- 
quiry fliould be made concerning the plunder of Calcutta. The army 
proceeded in the afternoon, and haltfd fix miles beyond Daudpore. 

Surajah Dowlah got to the city before the midnight after the 
battle j and not a few of his principal officers arrived there almofi: 
as foon as himfelf. Thcfe he affemblcd in council. Some advifed 
him to deliver himfelf up to the Engliffi, which he Imputed to trea- 
chery ; others propofed, that he (hould encourage the army by the 
offer of great lewards, and appear again at their head in the morn- 
ing. This he feemed to approve, and, having ordered an Immediate 
diftribution of three months pay to the troops, difmiffed the council, 
and retired into the feragllo, where, left to his own reflexions and 
his women, his terrors returned. 

The next morning, the a^th, he fent away his women, with 50 
elephants laden with their furniture an4 neceffaries, and with them 
a great part of his own jewels, and fonnre gold rupees : and determined 
to efcape,liimfelf in the night; but, having loft all confidence in 
every offi^ier of diftinXion, whofe fortunes either he himfelf or his 
grandfather had made, he intrufted his intentions only to the eunuch 
who governed his feragllo. The arrival of Meer Jaffier in the even- 
ing, although he attempted nothing immediately, haftened die 
Nabob’s ^parture. Having difguifed himfelf in a mean drefs, he 
went fecr^tly at ten o’clock at night out of a window, carrying a 
cate of ^is moft valuable jewels, and attended only by his favourite 
concubin^ and the eunuch. They got undifeovered into a boat, which 
the eihiuch had prepared at the wharf of the palace : it Immediately 
rowed away to the northward. It.was his intention to efcape to Mr. 
Law, and with him to Patna, the governor of which province was a 
faithful adherent to his family. At midnight, Meer Jaffier was in- 
formed of his flight, immediately feut feveral parties in purfuit 
of him. In the morning, the wholp city, w^ ’in confufion, np one 
knowing what was bepotac of tfifir late Nabob, and not perceiving 
his ftation occupied by any feveral others of 

the Nabob’s feimUafs, were tsKen in the forenoon, endeavouring to 
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their efcapc; and the next day the women, with the elephants be- 
longing to the feraglio, which the Nabob had fent away previous to 
his own departure, werq flopped by fome of Meer Jaffier’s troops at 
Bogwongolla, a town on the grj^t arm of the Ganges, 15 miles to 
the N. E. of Muxadavad. 

The Euglifh army arrived at noon, the 25th, 'and halted at Mau- 
dipoor, from whence Colonel Clive fent forward Mr. Watts and Mr. 
Wallh, attended by 100 Sepoys; they arrived at three in the afternoon 
in the city, and vifited Meer Jaffier, who then difpatched more 
parties in purfuit of Surajah Dowlah. Their vifit convinced the in- 
habitants whom they were to look up to as their future lord, and 
their exhortations, feconded by the vicinity of the Englifli army^ 
encouraged Meer Jaffier to proclaim himfelf Nabob. 

The next day, the 26th, Watts and Wallh vifited the Seats^ where 
they met Meer Jaffier and Roydoolub, and conferred concerning the 
payment of the ftipulated monies, but Roydoolub infifted pertinacioufly 
that the whole amount of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures was not fuffi- 
cient to fupply it. The reflitution, with the donations to the fqua- 
dron, the army, and the committee, amounted to 22,000,000 of 
Secca rupees, equal to 2,750,000 pounds. But other donations were 
promifed, which have fmce been the foundation of feveral fortunes, 
although not then publicly avowed. 

Mr, Watts propofed, that the Seats (hould fupply the deficiency, 
and repay themlclves out of the future revenues. Roydoolub re- 
plied, that the Seats could not advance crores of rupees ; a crore is 
10,000,000.- His objedions rriled as unfavourable prejudices of his 
charafler, as were entertained of Omichund ; but the next da}^ the 
27th, the deputies had real caufe to think evil of him ; for the Seats 
fent Rungeet Roy to inform them, that a confultation had been 
held in the night, between Roydoolub, Meerum the fon of Meer 
Jaffier, and Cuddum HuiTain Cawn, an officer of diflindlion, in 
which it was propofed to aflaffinate Colonel Clive, who intended to 
have gone to the city that day ; but changed his refolution on this 
notice, and waited all the next at Coffimbirzar for farther in- 
formation concernbg this plot; during which, his apprehenfions 

were 
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were removed, but by what intelligence we do not know. On the 1757* 
29th in the morning, he entered the city, efcorted by 200 of the ' . * 

battalion and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded to the habitation allotted 
for him. It was a palace and a garden, called Moraudbaug, and 
Ipacious enough to accommodate all the troops which accom- 
panied him. Here he was immediately vifited by Meerum, with 
whom he went to the palace of the late Nabob, where Meer 
Jaffier with all the great oJficeis in the city were waiting for him. 

In the hall of audience was fixed the Mujnud or throne, in which 
Surajah Dowlah ufed to appear in public. Jaffier, after the firft fa- 
lutation at the entrance, returned towards the inner paitof the hall with 
Colonel Clive, and feemed defiious to avoid the Mtijnud^ which 
Clive perceiving, led him to it, and having placed him on it, made 
obcifance to him, as Nabob of the provinces, in the ufual forms, 
and prefented a plate with gold rupees ; he then, by an interpreter, 
exhorted the great men to be joyful that fortune had given them fb 
good a prince, in exhange for fuch a tyrant as Surajah Dowlah ; on 
which they Jlkewife paid homage, and prefented gold. The next 
morning Jaffier vifited Clive, and conferred with him on the fiate 
of the treafury, allcdging, as Roydoolub had done, that there was 
not Efficient to anfwer all his engagements to the Englifh, but 
that he was neverthelefs ready to agree to any reafbnable accommo- 
dation. Clive propofed, and Jaffier agreed,, to refer the matter to 
the Seats ; and, in order to extinguifh as loon as poffible this brand of 
contention, they proceeded immediately to the houfc of the Seats ^ 
accompanied by Watts, Sciafton, Meerum, and Roydoolub. Omi- 
chund, who w'as attending, followed, thinking himfelf, at this very 
time, in as high a degree of eftlmation with Clive, as any one who 
had contributed to the revolution ; but, on his arrival at the 
finding that he was not invited to the carpet where the others were 
in conference, he fat down at a diftance near the outward part of the 
hall. 

The treaties, as written in Perfic and Englifh, were read, explained, 
and acknowledged. After much converfiition, Roydoolub infifting 
always on the fcantinefs of the treafury, it was agreed thafbne half 

of 
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of the money ftipulatiais fliould be paid immediately ; two thirds 
of this half in coin, and one third in jewels, plate, and eftefts, at a 
valuation ; but that the other half fliould be difeharged in three yeai's 
at three equal payments : Roydoolub was allowed a commiifion of 
five in the liundred on the fums for reftitution, which amounted to 
17,700,000 rupees, and this was one of the gratuities w'hith had been 
held out to Omicliund. The conference being ended, Clive and 
Scrafton went towards Omichund, who was waiting in full afliirance 
of healing the glad tidings of his good fortune ; when Clive fiid, “ It 
“ is now time to undeceive Omichund on which, Sciafton faid to 
him in the Indoflan language, “ Omichund, the red paper is a trick ; 
“ you are to have nothing.” Thefe words overpowered him like a 
blafl: of fulphur ; he funk back, fainting, and would have fallen to 
the ground, had not one of his attendants caught him in his arms ; 
they canied him to his palankin, in which they coveyed him to his 
houfe, where he remained many hours in ftupid melancholy, and 
began to (hew fome fymptoms of infanity. Some days after, he 
vifited Colonel Clive, who advifed him to make a pilgrimage to fome 
pagoda ; which he accordingly did foon after, to a famous, one near 
Maulda : he went, and returned infane, his mind every day more 
and more approaching to idiotifm; and, contrary to the ufual 
manners of old age in Indoflaii, ftill more to the former excellence 
of his underftanding, he delighted in being continually drefi'ed in 
the richeft garments, and^ ornamented with the moft coflly jewels. 
In thio ftate of imbecillity, he died about a year and a half after the 
fliock of his difappointment. Grounded on his importance, by 
knowing the fecret, he held out the terror of betraying it, to fecure 
his own advantages. Whether' he would have betrayed it, if re- 
fufed, is uncertain : for part of his fortune was in the power of 
the Englifli, and he had the utmoft vengeance of Jaffier and his 
confederates to fear. However, the experiment was not to be tried. 
But, on the other hand, as his tales and artifices prevented Surajah 
Dowlah from believing the reprefentations of his moft trufty fer- 
vants, who early fufpc^led, and at length were convinced, that 
the Englifli were confederated with Jaffier; the 2,000,000 of 
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rupees he cxpe£ted (hould have been paid to him, and he left to 

enjoy them in oblivion and contempt. 

On the 2d of July, two days after the conference at the Seais^ 
news came to the city that Surajah Dowlah was taken, and the re- 
port excited murmurs amongft a great part of the ^army encamped 
around. The rowers of his boat, fatigued with exccffive toil, flop- 
ped ill the night at Rajah Mahal, and the Nabob, with his concu- 
bine, took fhelter in a deferted garden ; where he was difcovered 
at break of day by a man of mean condition, whofe ears he had 
caufed to be cut off, when at this place about 1 3 months before 
he took the fatal and furious refolution of returning from his in- 
tended expedition againft Purneah, to the deftruftion of Calcutta. 
The injured man revealed him to the brother of Meer Jaffier, re- 
fiding in the town, and he to the Ibldiers who were feeking him. 
They hurried him back to Muxadavad with the eager diligence of 
men who knew the value of their prize ; and to recommend them- 
felves ftill more to their employers, treated him with every kind of 
infolence and indignity compatible with the prefervation of his life. 
In this manner they brought him, about midnight, as a common 
felon, into the prefence of Meer Jaffier, in the very palace which 
a few days before had been the feat of his own rcfidence and def- 
potic authority. It is faid that Jaffier feemed to be moved with 
compaffion ; and well he might, for he owed all his former for- 
tunes tt) the generofity and favour of Allaverdy, who died in firm 
reliance, that Jaffier would repay his bounties by attachment and 
fidelity to this his darling adoption ; who, himfelf, to Jaffier at leaft, 
was no criminal. Surajah Dowlah proftrated himfelf, and with cx- 
ceffive tremor and tears implored for life alone. But Meerum, the 
fon of Jaffier, a youth not feventeen, fierce, barbarous, and in his 
nature cruel as ' Surajah Dowlah himfelf, infifted on inftaiit death. 
Jaffier ordered the prifoner to be removed, and the foldiers who had 
taken led him into a diftant chamber, one of the vlleft of the pa- 
lace, which they guarded in expedtation of farther orders. Mdft of 
the principal men in the government were at this time in the pa- 
lace , feme to teftify their refpeds, others to tranfaft the affairs of 
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1757. their offices. All thefe Jaffier confultecl. Some, although they 
had before trembled at the frown of Surajah Dowlah, now de- 
fpifcd the meanuefs of his> nature, more than they had dreaded the 
malignancy of his diljwfitlon : others, for their own fakes, did 
not chufe to encourage their new fovereign in defpotic afts of blood- 
fhed : fome were actuated by veneration for the memory of Alla- 
VLidy : others wifocJ to preferve Surajah Dowlah, either as a refource 
to thcmfelvcs, or as a reftraint upon Jaffier : all thefe propofed a 
rtucT: but mild imprifonment. But the reft, who were more fubtle 
courtiers, feconded the opinion of Meerum, reprefonting the rifques 
of revolt and revolution to which the government of Jaffier would 
continually be expofed, whilft Surajah Dowlah lived. Jaffier him- 
felf gave no opinion ; and Meerum feeing his unwillingnefs to pro- 
nounce, advifed him to go to reft ; and he himfelf would take care 
of the prifonen Jaffier, pretending to underftand thefe words as 
if they meant no violence, diftniffed the aflembly, and retired into 
the inward apartments of the palace ; when Meerum privately fent 
one of his own menial fervants, in whom he moft confided, to the 
guard, with the fatal mandate j which they received with the ruth- 
lefs alacrity of ruffians who murder fpr reward. Their boifterous 
intrufion into the chamber immediately convinced Surajah Dowlah 
of their purpofo, and the inftant terrors of death threw him into a 
ftrong agony of bitter lamentation. At length he recovered fuffi- 
ciently to alk leave to make his ablutions, 'and to fay his prayers. 
A pot of water chanced to be near, which the executioners, impa- 
tient to perform their work, haftily threw over his head. The fer- 
vant then ftruck with his poignard, and the others finifhed the maf- 
facre with their fwords. His mangled remains were expofed, in the 
morning, through the city, upon an elephant, and then carried to 
the tomb of Allaverdy, where they were buried. The populace 
beheld the pfoceffion with awe and conftemation ; and the foldiery, 
having no longer the option of two lords, accepted the promifes of 
Jaffier, and refrained from tumult. 
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Thus perilhcd Surajah Dowlah,. in the 20th year of his age, and 
the 1 5th month of his reign, by the hands of violence, as his father 
and grandfather had perifhed before him ; and by means not unlike 
thofe which were employed by both his grandfathers to deftroy the 
heir of their benefa^or, by whom they, as Jaffier by them, had 
been promoted from obfcurity to the higheft ranks of the flate. 
There ^yere found with his fecretary copies of the letters he had 
written to Mr. Bufly in Chicacole, and to Mr. Law in Behar. In one 
to Mr. Bully, dated a few days after he had fworn to the peace con- 
cluded with the Englifh on the 6th of February, he prefleth him to 
fend 2000 men under the command of trufty officers, and in another 
invites him to march himfelf with his whole force into Bengal. To 
Mr. Law he writes foon after his departure into Behar, and before 
the confederacy againft himfelf began to move, that he is determined 
to attack the Englifh, and orders him to return immediately with 
his party to Muxadavad. Tyrant as he was, if he had refpe^ed the 
advice of his grandfather Allaverdy, and not have excited the detef- 
tation of the Gentoos, at the fame time that he was rendering him- 
ielf dreadful to the principal Mahomedan officers of his court, the 
Englifh would have found no alliance fufficient to have ventured the 
rifque of dethroning him : but it is probable that the fame iniquity 
of 'character, which urged him to the deftruftion of Calcutta, would 
foon have called forth other avettfi^rs of other atrocious deeds. 

The party of Frenchmen, with’ Mr. Law, advanced from Boglt- 
pore as loon as they received the laft fufomons of Surajah Dowlah, 
but fo late, that they had not paffed TacriagUUy, when they heard 
fome confufed reports of the battle of Plafly, on which Mr. Law 
halted, waiting for more certain information. Had he immediately 
proceeded 20 miles farther, he would the next day have met and faved 
Sumjah Dowlah, and an order of events, very different from thofe 
which we have to relate, would in all probability have enfued. After 
waiting two days at Tacriagully, Mr. Law received intelligence that 
he was taken ; on which he immediately marched back intQ Behar, 
intending to offer his fervice to Ramnarain, the vice-nabob of tho 
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Of ail the Qentoos whom AUaverdy had raifed to hl^h appoint- 
meutSy Ramnarain feems to have been the only one, whofe gratitude- 
had not been eftranged by the deictic caprices of Surajah Oowlah^ 
But they were connected by the fame refeiotments : for, whtlft Sura- 
jah Dowlah was harbouring grudge againfi Meer Jaffier at Muxada- 
vad, Ramnarain was at variance with a brother, and a brother-in- 
law of Meer Jaifier, who held conhderable employmenis at Patna.- 
The knowledge of this animofity had detmed Rjoydooluby although 
connected with Ramnarain by religion as well as bufinefs, from at- 
tempting to gain his concurmnce to the confederacy nor does it 
appear that Ranmanun knew any thing of it until it was brought to* 
the point of decifion. In the mean while, he regarded the party 
vnth Mr. Law as an important refburce to Surajah Dowlah, in cafe' 
hoflilities fhould be renewed with the Englifh, and had accordingly 
fupplied them, although fecretly, with the means of fubiiftance 
ever fince they had retreated into his province.. The new regency 
at Muxadavad had, therefore, no reafon to expeA his willing ac- 
quieicence to the revolution, or not to fuipedk that he would not 
entertain the party wkh Mr. Law, and even flrengthen himfelf Bill' 
more by alliances wdth the neighbouring powers to the wellward» 
The heft means of averting thefe confequences confifted in fending^ 
a detachment expedite and Brong enough to deBroy the French, 
party before they reached Patna, or a forcc<.fuflicient to deter Ram- 
narain from taking them into his pay when they Ihould arrive there. 

Meer Jaffier, notwithBanling the feemhig acquiefcence of the 
foldiery to his acceffioi., was afraid to truBWy confiderable body of 
them at a diBance, and efpeeially in the pr|carious province of Be- 
bar ; but was aBiamed to a^xiowledge his miBruB, which Clive pene- 
trated, and determined to undertake the expedition with the Englifh 
troops alone. The detachment confiBed of 2^0 Europeans, three 
companies each of 100 Sepoys, 50 Lafcars, and two field-pieces,, 
both fix-pounders, and Major Coote was appointed to the command. 
The baggage. Bores, carriages, ammunition, and provifions, were 
laden in 40 boats, all of which were very ill equipt, whether with 
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rowers Of tatkfe j and, nevertbctefs, were not ready before the 6th 
of Jtfly* when they left Muxadavad ; by which tiine the French 
party had got half-way to Patna. 

The news of the battle of Plafly was brought to Calcutta on the 
a5th of June in a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Drake, the go- 
vernor, who immediately communicated it to the council. The 
viftory was deemed decifive ; and all reftraints of fecrecy being now 
removed, the purport of the treaties were immediately revealed by 
the members of the council to all they met. In a few minutes all 
the inhabitants of the town, impatient to hear or tell, were in the 
ftreets. The reftitution of public and private property ; the dona- 
tions to the fquadron, the army, and individuals ; the grants to the 
company ; the privileges to the EngHih commerce ; the comparifon 
of the proiperity of this day with the calamities in which the colony 
was overwhelmed at this very feafon in the preceding year : in a 
word, this fudden reverfe and profufion of go^ fortune intoxicated 
the fteadieft minds, and hurried eveiy one into the exceffes of in- 
temperate joy ; even envy and hatred forgot their energies, and were 
reconciled, at leaft for a while, to familiarity and ^od-will ; for 
every one faw that his own portion of advantages was intimately 
and inf^arably blended with that of every other perfon in the 
fettlement. 

iThe prefidency immediately prepared a veffel to carry thefe wel- 
come ti^ngs to England. Mr. Maningham, who had been deputed 
from Fulta to Madrafs, chancing to return at this time to Calcutta, 
was immediately fent to Muxadavad, where Colonel Clive, Mr. 
Watts, and himfelf, were appointed to aO: as a committee in the 
management of all public aifoirs. Their firft care was to get the 
money ftipulated by the treaties. Roydoolub perfifted in his afler- 
tions of the feantinefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafury, and endea- 
voured to prove them by fa£ts which were not true. At length, 
after a variety of difeuffions and equivocations, the committee by the 
6th of July received, in coined filver, 7,271,666 rupees. This trea- 
fure was packed up in 70.0 chefts, and laden in 100 boats, which 
proceeded under the care of foldiers to Nudiah ; from whence they 
B b 2 were 
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were efcorted by all the boats of the fquadron and many others^ 
proceeding with banners diiplayed and mufick founding, as a tri* 
umphal proceffion, to contraft that in which the inhabitants of the 
Ganges had feen Surajah Dowlah returning the year before from the 
defrru^tioii of Calcutta. Never before did the Engliih nation at 
one time obtain fuch a prize in folid money ; for it amounted (in 
the mint) to 800,000 pounds fterling. From real or pretended dif- 
ficulties, no more money was received until the 9th of Auguft, 
when Roydoolub paid 1,655,358 rupees; and on the 30th of the 
fame month he Slivered gold, jewels, and cafh, amounting to 
1,599,737 rupees: the three payments amounted to 10,765,737 
rupees. The whole fum agr^d to be paid, as one half of the ftipu- 
lations.of the treaty, was 1 1^,350,000 rupees : thedeficiency,584,905, 
was frill delayed ; but the commiffion which had been promifed way 
paid to Roydoolub. 

During the receipts of the money the committee had likewife at-* 
tended to the other articles of the treaty. A mint was efrabliflied ar 
Calcutta, and the firft' rupees were coined there on the 19th of 
Auguft. Agents were fent to* re-efrablilh die fribordinate faftories. 
Mandates from< the Nabob were ifliied for the freedom of the Eng- 
hfti trade throughout the province, but permitting it only under the- 
ufual paffport of the company’s duftuck, and without exemptioi> 
from the former prohibitions of dealing in any commodities, except- 
ing fuch as were imported, or were purchased to be exported to fra.- 
It was difficult to define the limits of the lands ceded to the com- 
pany, fouth of Calcutta, for. they had' never been furveyed by the 
government : and great- quantities of fait being manufaftured in the 
difrri^s neareft the fea, the tenants and renters, who gained much 
by this commodity, were averfo to the introduflion of newmafrers, 
who, as merchants, might wifli to appropriate this -trade to them- 
felves : their patrons, refenting the lofr of thole prefents and ad- 
vantages, which they received for their proteftion, luggefred every 
obftacle to prevent the Nabob from, giving thefe diftriils to the 
Engliih 5 and prevailed fo for, that it was agreed the company friould^ 
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Hot exeroife ttty authority in them, until all the lands bad been 
furveyed,.attd every man’s polTeinon afcertained. 

All the profperities which had been imagined on the news of the 
battle of Plafly were now realized in Calcutta. A committee of the' 
moil refpeOiable inhabitants were aj^ointed to diilribute the money 
received for the reftitution of the Ioffes of individuals, and executed 
the office with much diferetion and equity. Commerce revived 
throughout th'e lettleraent, and affluence began to fpread in every 
houfe ; but as it is the nature of man to err with great changes 
of fortune, many, not cwitent with the undifputed advantages ac- 
cruing fromithe revolution, immediately began to trade in fait and. 
other articles,, which had hitherto been prohibited to all Europeans; 
and Meer Jaffier complained ofthefe encroachments within a month . 
after his acceffion, which, although checked for the prefent, were 
afterwards renewed, and at laft produced much more mifehief than 
even difinterefted fagacity could have forefeen. 

Admiral Watfon barely lived to fee the effe£ls of thofe fucceffes, 
to which his condudl had fb much contributed: he died on the. 

1 6th of Auguff, after five days illnefs, of the malignant fever pe- 
culiar at this feafon of the year to. the lower climate of Bengal... 
The franknefs and integrity of his nature, and his zeal for the ho- 
nour of his nation, had endeared him to all ranks of his country- 
men, wherefoever he appeared in India. - 

In this interval continual advices had been, received from Major- 
Coote of the- progrefs of his detachment, which had met with even, 
more interruptions than might have been exp^fted from the infuf- 
ficienciesofthe^outfet. The boats,- for want of rowers, could not 
be towed as fafoas the troops marched on fhore, which obliged him, 
before they, arrived at the head of the ifland of Coffimbuzar, to prefs 
87 men out of three large trading boats, whicli were coming down, 
the river. On die- loth of July, .which .was the 4th day after their 
departure from Mtixadavad, . the troops, -and on the iitli the boats,.* 
arrived at Rajahmahal, 40 miles beyond Muxadavad, where a bro- 
ther of Meer Jaffier commanded ; he had font 1 20 horfo to meet the. 
detachment on the road, and promifed every other kind of alfiftance„ 
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but a'fl^ded hone. Howeirer, after five days deky^ tbic boats were 
repaired, but the horfonen refufed to proceed withoUCtlvo months 
pay, which Major Coote had ndther money dj* orders to fumifii : he 
therefore continued his march without them on the 1 3th, < and on 
the 1 8th arrived at BOglipore, which is 65 miles ftoin Rajdtmahal. 
Here he received intelligence, that Mr. Law’s party had four 
days before paffed the city of Patna, which is- 55- miles beyond 
Boglipore. Major Coote left this place on the 1 9th, and was followed 
the next day by 60 horfemen, fent by the governor under the com- 
mand of his Ion. On the aift, the horfemen, troops, and boats, ar- 
rived at Monghdf, which by the road is 35 miles farther. The 
garrifon, on the appearance of the detachment, who expefted to 
have been admitted into the fort, manned the ramparts, and fhewed 
their lighted matches, which obliged the troops to march round 
the walls. On the a3d they arrived at Burhia, 30 miles farther on. 
By this* rime fo many mifchances had happened to the fleet of boats, 
feveral having been loft, others ftranded, and feme continually 
breaking from the towing' linfes, that Major Coote landed the field- 
pieces and ammunition at Burhia, and the fame evening proceeded 
fix miles farther to DarriaporeL At two in the afternoon of the 
next day the troops arrived at Panarack, 11 miles farther. 
During this march all the European foldiers were holding mutinous 
language in complaints of their hardfliips and fatigues. Major Coote, 
impatient to reach Patna, relblved to referve their chaftilement until 
he arrived there, but, as an immediate difgrace, put them all into the 
boats, and the fame evening marched himfelf at the head of the Sepoys 
5 miles farther to the town of Bahar. Proceeding with them the next 
day, which was the 25th, whilft the Europeans were following at 
leifure, he arrived at night at Futwah, which is 26 miles from 
Bahar, and only feven from Patna. During this day’s march he 
received two letters, and thty were the firft, from Ramnaraim, apo- 
logizing for the efcape of the French party, and imputing it to the 
want of timely notice from Meer Jaffier. Soon after a deputation 
of his principal officers arrived at Futwah, under the pretence of 
<x>mplimeQt, but in reality' to obftrve the force, and difeover the 
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^M^jor Coote. They informed him that Ramnarain 
had ceturuied only two days before from an expedition s^nft two 
^fobedient chiefs of Moy and Sader, whofe diftrids lay about 30 
miles fouth<eaft of Patna ; that immediately on his return he had 
proclaimed Moer Jaifier Nabob of Bengal, Behar^ and Orixa } that 
he had fent forward 2000 of his troops, horfe and foot, in purfuit of 
Mr. Law, and that he had diibanded the greatefl part of the refl. 
The next day, the 26th, at ten in the forenoon, the whole detach- 
ment, as well as the boats, arrived at the Englifh faftory, which is 
a fpacious building fituated on the bank of the river, juft without the 
wdlem wall of the city. Major Coote immediately prepared to 
vifit Ramnarain, but was prevented by a meftage, defiring him to 
take fbme repofe, and to defer his vifit until the next day : in the 
afternoon three Europeans and fbme Sepoys, who were leading fbme 
cattle to the faftory, were, without provocation, aflaulted and woun- 
ded by a number of Peons, belonging to the garrifbn. Complaint 
was immediately made to Ramnarsun, who fhewed no inclination to 
redrefs the outrage ; and moreover defired Major Coote not to vifit 
him, as vrts intended, the next day, left the ceremonial fhould give 
Qccalion to quarrels betwixt their rej^pedive attendants. An Englifb 
officer, likipwife, walking in the town, overheard twp men of con- 
dition, who did not fuppofe him to underftand their language, 
talking of -a defign. to maflacre the Englifh detachment. In the 
night many of the Europeans got drunk, and 30 of the mpft difor- 
derly, who had likewlfe been forepioft in the mutiny on the road, 
were fcle^ed, and confined for puniflunent. 

The next day Major Coote conferred with Mahmud Amy the 
brother, and Meer Coffum, the brother m. law, of Meer Jaffier. 
They informed him that the French party might eafily have been 
ftop^, if Ramnarain had fo willed ; that, on hearing of the deatih 
of Surajah Dowlah, he had lent to Sujah Dowlah, the neighbour^ 
ing and powerful fubah of Oude, propofing, to render hiinfelf inde- 
pendent of Bengal, if Sujah Dowlah would ai^ft .him with his 
forces, and requcfting him to prote<ft the Frenph party on the fron- 
tiers, until it might he neceftary to recal tbomto .Patoa*, that Su- 
3 ’ ‘ ' jah 
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1757. jah Dowlali encouraged his views, but was prevented by events, 

' ' ’ which more immediately concerned himfelf, from marching with 

liis army into Bahar. They likewife aflerted that Ramnarain had 
confulted his confidents on the means of deftroying the Englifh de- 
tachment. This information determined the Major to proceed with 
all expedition to the frontiers of Oude. 

The next day the 30 mutineers were tried and flogged ; this pu- 
nifhment was judged adequate to their offence, becaufe of the great 
tatigues they had endured : for they had marched from Rajamahol 
to Patna in eleven days and a half, without the intermiflion of one 
day’s halt, and (die diftance, meafured by a perambulator, is 201 
miles. 

A day pafled in making preparations for the outlet ? but all the 
attendants of the camp, and many of the boatmen, finding they were 
to go farther, took fright and ran away ; and it was impoflible to 
collet others without the afliftance of the government, which Ram- 
narain promifed, but did notfupply half the rcquifite number. How- 
evet in this and the fucceeding day all the boats, as well as the troops, 
affenlbled at Bankipore, a garden belonging to the company about 
five mHds from the city, and on the fame fide of the river. The 
next day the detachment moved fix miles frrther to Dinapore, and 
the day after, which was the firft of Auguft, joined the troops which 
•Ranuiaraih pretended to have lent forward in purfuit of Mr. Law, 
with whom they halted at Moneah, a confiderable town fifteen miles 
from Ginapore, fituated at the confluence of the river Scan with 
the Ganges, where Hybu^ung, their commander, refufed to pro- 
ceed any farther, ’The troops of the detachment, with their am- 
munition; crofled the<jlanges, and. marched on the other fide, whilft 
the bullodts, 'baggage, and attendants, crofled the Soan, and proceeded 
along the fouthem fide of the Ganges until they came oppofitp to 
Chuprah, when it took three days to ferry them over ; for the bed 
of the liver is In this part three miles broad, and the officer of the 
diftrift failed to ftimhh the boats and other afllftances he had pro- 
mifed. At Chuprah the company have a houle eftablHhed to col- 
Jcdl: fak-petre, of which great quantities are made in thk, and fome 
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of the neighbouring diftrifts. Here intelligence was obtained, that 
the ftveral chiefs in this part of Bchar had enlifted forces to aflift 
Ramnaran ; and fpies reported tliat they had left Mr. Law’s party at 
Renarez, which is by the road at Icaft 140 miles beyond Chuprali, 
and that they were fupplied there by Buhvaufing, the Rajah of the 
diftrift, who was dependant on Sujah Dowlah the fubah of Oude. 
Farther purfuit was evidently vain, but cettain of producing imme- 
diate hoftilities witli Sujah Dowlah, whofe territory commenceth 
at the nver Dewah, which difembogues into the Ganges 18 mikt, 
to the weft of Cliuprah. The Major, theictbre, refoh ed , to wait 
here for faithei orders, and on the 12th received a letter fiom Colo- 
nel Chv'c, inftructing him, as a feheme of Moer Jaffier’s, to ictum 
to P.itna, and endeavour, in concert with Mahmud Amy Cavvn, to 
wreft the government from Ramnarain. I’he troops, leaving the 
baggage to follow, embarked early the next morning ; and fuch is 
the llrength of the ftream at this feafon of the jear, that they ar- 
riv cd at Patna by noon, although the diftance along the coui fc of 
the liver is .^4 miles. It appeared to tiie Major that the only means 
of executing his inftru<ftions would be to aflault the citadel, in 
which Ramnarain always relided, and at this tune only w'ith 
2000 men ; but Mahmud Amy rcpicfcnted that then foicc was not 
fufficL'iit to iuveft It fo clofcly as to prevent Rvunnaiaia from 
efcnping by Ionic of the fecrct paflages, and propofed to defer the 
attempt until he liimfelf ftiould be joined by 1500 of Ramnarain’s 
troopo, whom lie had engaged to delcrt. 

But by this time Ramnaiain had t.kcn the alarm, probably by 
information from his fiicnds at Muxadavad of the oidcrs lent to 
Major Coote and Mahmud Amy, which, conlirmed by tlie hafty 
return of the detachment fioin Chupiali, friglitciud him fo mucJi, 
that he now fpared no attentions to the Major, and received his 
vifit with much affe£lation of complacence. Two days attcr, the 
Major received a letter from Meer Jaffier, fi aught with fufpicions 
that Mahmud Amy had born falfe witnefs agaiuft Ramnarain, as a 
pretext for levying forces, w ith the intention of feizing the govern- 
ment for liimfelf. Enough has not been difcovered of the fccrets 
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1757. of Jaffier to account for tliis abrupt change and’coAtfa 4 ?ftloit ofiP all' 
Auaui/ opinion, which had hitherto been the greateft anxiety of 

His letter, however, precluded all farther intentions ofhoftillty ;'arid 
on the 22d a conference was held' hy ap^oinfhient ifl' the citaddf# 
to difcufs and reconcile all differences. Majp^ Coot'^ and: lAitf two * 
brothers, Mahmud Amy and Meer Coffitft,* cAffie each' with 
Ifrong efcoits, and Ramnarain was attended by all hb principal of- 
ficers. The two brothers, with the calmnefs peculiar to thfe.idaiiners 
of Indoffan, accufed him of a defigTi to afilaffinate them, which 
indeed had been reported in the city ; then of his intention to rebel i 
ngainft Meer Jaffier, in proof of which they urged his connivanc#’ • 
at the palTage of the French troops throu^i Behar, the oaths he 
had taken fiom the officers of his army, his correfpondence and pro- 
pofals to Sujah Dowlah. Ramnarain folemnly denied all thefe 
aecufations, and produced a letter • he had juft received, from Sujah 
Dowlah, which indicated' no fuch intentions as were imputed to 
their correfpondence \ he then faid, it was true, that he bad been . 
attached to the late Nabob,, becaufe his fortunes had been raifod by 
the princes of his family but now that Surajah Dowlah was 
no more, and none of his-femily remaining worthy or capable of the 
government, on whom ftrould he lb naturally wifli to depend as on . 
Meer Jaffier, whom their common patron, Allaverdy, had raifed fo 
near his own perlbn and dignity. He then called a bramiri, and. 
In the prefence of his officers, and a crowd of attendants, folemnly 
fwore allegiance and fidelity to Meer Jaffier, and friendlhip and good- 
will to Meer Coffim and Mahmud Amy. The two brothers re- 
turned the compliment, by taking an oath on the koran that their 
heart was clear of all ill-will to Ramnarain, and riiould continue fo, 
They then embraced him, and all the three Major Coote, as the 
mediator of this reconciliation. Neverthelefs, neither fide believed 
the other, but e.'ich wifhed ‘ to gain lime, and to wait events : for 
Ramnarain knew that the orders from Muxadavad would prevent 
Major Coote and the brothers of Meer Jaffier from afting againft 
him at preftnt ; and they knew (hat he, difappoiftted of the affift- 
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ano^ of Sojah ’DowIah, would be fubmiffive, until he was better pre- 
pared to ajfejrt independence. 

Before thij^conference Meer Jaffier had determined to recall the 
detachmeht ; but Major Coote did not receive the orders to return 
until the beginning of September, and in the interval the, troops re- 
mained, uninterrupted by any alarms, in the company*^, fadory an- 
joining to the city. All proceeded in the boats, which left Patna 
on the 7th of September, and arrived in feven days at Muxadavad, 
although the diflance is 300 miles. 

The confederacies of ambition are as liable to be broken by fuccefs 
as difappointment. Meet Jaffier had many relations ; and not only 
they, but all others who were his adherents or dependants before 
his acceffion to the Nabobfhip, thought they had the beft right to 
partake of the change of his fortunes ; and thofe, who without pre- 
vious connexion had acquiefced to the revolution, thought their title 
better. But the donations to the Englifh had exhauftcd the treafury, 
and none of the officers of the government could be removed with- 
out infringing the declarations by which Jaffier had obtained the 
general fubmiffion to his fovereignty, and which Clive had ratified. 
Some money had been diftiibuted amongft the army of the govern- 
ment, but much lefs than their expeftations j and their difeontent 
acquired prefiimption by the complaints of the whole populace of 
Muxadavad, who had beheld with deteftation the gold and filver of 
the capital oftentatioufly carried away by foreigners. A large lum 
ftill remained due of the firft half of the treaty-monies, and tlie 
term of the firft payment of the fecond half was approaching, for it 
fell in Oflober; and the committee at Muxadavad ^vere continually 
preffing the treafury for the balance already due. 

There is no prince in Indoftan, who does not try every means to . 
avoid the payment of money, ftipulated at a diftant period ; and Mecr 
Jaffier imagined his liberalities to individuals, who weie the heads 
of the Englifh nation, would relax their ftriftnefs in the public 
terms. But Colonel Clive had neither alked, nor ftipulated for the 
prefents he had received ; and having refufed every other offer from 
the vaiious iuterefts winch compofed the go\ernmei\t, thought their 
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obligations mutual, and maintained the independency of his comvo^^ ‘ 
Neither Jaffier nor his fon had fufpedled this fternnefs in his 
rafter. He not only infifted on the payments of the treaty-H^hicSf, 
as they became due, but, when tampered with to approve changes in 
the army and adminiftration, which Jaffier wifhed to make in order 
to gratify his own favourites, Clive let him underftand, that he would' 
pernoit none, as deeming them dangerous to the public tranquillity, 
and contrary to declarations, ^nftified by his owiit Jaffier felt thefe 
reftraints with abomination, which turned his head to notions of 
emancipating himfelf from the afcendance of the Englifli ; bur, 
warned by the experience of the confederacy which had raifed him’ 
to the fevereignty, faw the neceflity of firft breaking the power of the 
Gentoos, in whom the Englilh would find the feme refources againft 
himfelf, as he with the Englifh had derived from them againft Su- 
rajah Dowlah. Roydoolub, as the head of the Gentoo line, was firft 
to be deftroyed ; but, dreading the fagacity of Clive, Jaffier deter- 
mined to fet nothing in motion which might awaken his felpicions, 
whilft he remained at Muxadavad ? and in the iiH:ervaI, both he and' 
his foil Meerum carried themfelves to him with every appearance of 
opennefs and confidence, and Clive often partook of the femiliarity- 
of their private amufements. 

On the I4.th of September, the day after the detachment from- 
Patna arrived it Muxadavad, Clive went away to Calcutta, leaving 
Watts, Maningham, and Scrafton, to tranfaft the company’s affairs 
with the Nabob and his mmifters. The detachment from Patna was 
ftationed in the faftory at Coffimbuzar; the reft of the troops, which- 
had ferved- at Plalfy, were fent down the river, and quartered at 
Chandernagore, as a more healthy fituation than Calcutta. 

We fhall now return to the affairs of Coromandel and the Decan,, 
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T H E prefidency of Madrafs received no intelligence concerning * 757* 
the fuccefs of the armament to Bengal, before the 1 5th of ’ 

February, between which day and the aad, advices arrived, by 
various vcflels, of the re-capturc of Calcutta, the attack of the 
Nabob’s camp, and of the treaty made with him on the i ith of that 
month, in which conjunfture Colonel Clive gave hopes that he fhould 
f(X)n . return with a great- part of the troops. On the 21ft Admiral 
Pocock arrived, as we have faid, from Vizagapatam, landed the re- 
maining foldiers of the Company’s troops, received 100, the fame 
number of failors, and failed the next day to rejoin the fquadron in 
Bengal. 

According to the principle adopted on the departure of the anna- 
ment, the Prefidency had continued to avoid all hoftllities in the 
Carnatic ; but the failure of Lieutenant Rumbold’s negotiation with 
the Jemautdars of Madura, in November, raifed no improbable ap- 
preheniions, that the influence of the government of Pondicherry 
would, if it had not already, foon infinuatc itfelf into theii councils, 
unlcfs immediately Interrupted by fome exertion ; and the dangeious 
confequences which would cnfuc, determined the prefidency to 
revoke the reftraint they had laid on Captain Calliaud not to en- 
gage in any military operations fromTritchinopoly ; and in the end 
of the year, they allowed him to employ fuch niuuis as lie fliould 
think expedient, for the reduilion of Madura, and permitted him 
to command the expedition in perfon ; they likcwiie lent leveral 
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1757. officers, with fome ftores and ammunition, which the |;arrifbu of 
Trichinopoly could not fpare without diminifhing its own comple- 
ments : they went by fea to Devicotah, from whence they were to 
proceed through the Tanjore country. 

Captain Calliaud, whilft waiting for thefe fupplies, went to Tan- 
]ore, as w'ell to obtain troops from the King, as to make peace 
between him and Tondiman ; for Monaejee in the beginning of 
the year had taken the fort of Killanelly^ which had been fo lon^ 
the objedf of contention between them ; but found the difFerenc^ 
as before, irreconcilable; neverthelefs, both profered every affif- 
tance in their power. On the ajd of March, he fet out from 
Tritehipopoly, with 1 50 Europ^ns, includii>g artillery - men, 500 
Sepoys, and two field-pieces, and on the ajth arrived at ^na- 
wajhul, a town belonging to Tondiman, 20 miles from Tritch- 
inopoly, where they were joined by 1000 of his horfe, aird 100 
of his Colleriea. On the 29th they arrived on the frontiers of tire 
lefier Moravar’s country, who being likewife frequeiitly called the 
N^lUcotab Polygar, we (hall in future diftinguifh him from the 
greater' Moravar by that title. . Here they expeded 500 horfe from 
Tanjore ; but none were arrived, or near. Scouts fent forward re- 
ported, that all the roads and paths in the country before them were 
obftrufted with trees frefh cut down and ftrewed acrofs the way, and 
that numberi of Collcries were every where ready to djfpute the 
paffage. ’Meflengers were fent, to enquire the reafon. The Polygar 
faid, that being at enmity with Tanjore, and knowing that Calliaud 
had afked the king fi’t a body of .horfe, he had barred his wopds, 
being determined npt to admit any Tanjorines into his countiy. 
OallM, bring by this time cpnvmced that the King, notwithftand- 
ing his fwnnvfes* did not intend to fend any, made a merit of re- 
jeding'what he was, not likely to.obtain,, an 4 afihred the Polygar he 
would' BOta»:Qq>tjflfrth«ir affiiJaACO j pn which all obftacles were 
cemoved, tu»d the ; troops, a, halt of three days, entered his 
country on the^4th March. ,ln feven days more, of, which they 
halted during the third at Mangalunty they arrived at Paralachy^ the 
lafe town they had to pafs in the difbri^ts of the greater Moravar, 
I having 
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having received every kind of hofpitality in the countries of both 
Polygars.. Excepting the feet of a few miihonarieSy this, track had 
never before been trodden by any Europeans. At Mangalum, Cal- 
liaud'fnet the brother of the Nellicotah ; and at Paralachy, the prin- 
cip^ man of the greater Moravar : and learnt from them that the two 
Poiygars and Tondiman bad entered into a league to attack the king 
of Tattjore With all their forces united, on the very next attempt he 
ihould make' againfl the territories of either of the three. The 
troops having hdted a day at Paralachy, continued ' their march to 
Tinivelly, through the open country, in diflrids> belonging to this 
government. 

The Pulitaver, with the Polygats of his alliance, had taken the 
field in the middle of January, as ibon as Maphuze Khan arrived 
at Nellitangaville : their force amounted m 10,000 men, and the 
cavalry of . Madura . under the command of Berhatoolah, to 'one 
thoufand. , Tliis army moved, by flow ftages to the eaflward, . the 
Golleries plundering day and night 00 either hand, - and at length 
encamped before Fanialumcrutcb^ at this time the principal refidcnce 
of Catabominaigue, the chief of the eaftern Poiygars, and de- 
manded his afhfknce ; who, dreading the deflruftion that would 
follow his refofal, complied, and joined them- with 3 or 4000 men. 
But the Polygar of- Etiaporum, . the next in . importance, . made 
Ibme pretence to withhold his troops, for which the Pulitaver was 
not forry ; and the army marched from Panialumcrutch diredUy to 
Tinivelly, fkill plundering all the way ; but were deterred from at- 
tacking the town itfelf, by the adivity of the Company’s Sepoys 
fbtioned there under the command of Buffiponaigue. . Returning 
with their plunder to the northward, they ravaged ail the acceflible 
and cultivated diftrids -belonging to Etiaporum' in revenge for his 
neutrality ; and from hence fent off a detachment with their booty, 
amongfl: which were 5000 beeves, to ' Nellitangaville. la this- 
while Mahomed Iflbof the commandant, and Moodilee the renter 
of thefe countries, ,not being certiried which way CoUiaud would 
dired his march, expeded that he would come in fomewhere .near 
Madura, and remained at Chcvclpetore, under the hills to the wefl, 

until 
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until they received intelligence that the enemy were iifiarehhig fr6m 
Panialumcrutch towards I'inivclly ; on which they mdved to inter- 
cept their return, and befides other Pol;^garS of lefs note were' ad- 
comp.inied hy \"airiah of Sevagheiry, a very large Collery fort litu- 
ated at the foot of the hills about 20 miles fouth of Chcvelpe^re ; 
but the tntmy liad followed tlicir plunder from Etiapornm, 'and 
weic ai lived at Nellitangaville before Ifibof' dould interfedl their 
nturn : he nevei thelefs, when thus far, remained in the diftnifh 
mid-way between Chevelpetore and Timvelly, as the bell pofition to 
watch their futuie movements, until he leccivxd oiders fiuin captain 
Calliaud to repair to, and wait foi him at this tovvn ; in confequence 
of wduch, ho proceeded and anivcd thtre on the 28th of February. 
The ciKiny no fiwncr faw him removing to a gi eater dift.uice, than 
they again came out, and proceeded to Alwar courchy, a town about 
20 miles to the wellward of Tinivclly, where Moodilee had lately 
thrown up a mud foit, on which he had mounted thiee pieces of 
cannon, and placed in it 150 Peons and Sepoys under the command 
of his nephew', Algapah. The enemy attacked the foit, which, after 
more rcliftancc than might have been expected, furrcndeied, and 
Algapah was fent a prllbnerto Nelletangaville. IntJligence of this 
lofs was brought to Tinivelly on the 4th of March, in the evening, 
and at 8 o’clock, Maliomed Iflbof marched with the greateft part of 
his own force, and all of the Polygars liis allies. At 7 the next 
morning they came In light of Alwar courchy, and were lurrounded 
on all fidca by the enemy’s army, of which the cavalry of Maduia 
were moft to be apprehended. The fight continued in a variety of 
fkirrailhes, until the evening, when the enemy quitted the fort and 
the field. The Polygar of Oulamalee had both his legs ftruck off by 
a xannon ball, and the general of the Puhtaver’s men was likewile 
killed : of their troops 2 or 300 were fuppofed to be killed or 
wounded ; of Mahomed Iflbof ’s only fix Sepoys were killed and 30 
wounded ; however, the aftion was efteemed a compleat vidtory, and 
to fix it as filch m the opinion of thfc country, he marched for- 
w'ard to Sbenganpettyy a fort in the hills belonging to the Polygar of 
Vadagary, fituated about j 6 miles to the north-weft of Alvar courchy. 
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The guard abandoned the fort before it was attacked ; and Mahomed 
Iflbof, leading lOO Sepoys togarrifon it, diiliniiled the Polygars, and 
returned with the renter’s and the Company’s troops to 'T'lnivJly, 
wjhere Calliaud with his detachment arrived on the 1 7th. 

The force now aflembled at Tinivelly was formidable, but could 
Dot proceed to aftion for want of money, which the renter Modi lee, 
from whom it was expefted, was not able to furnilh ; and the fhrofFs 
had for fome time been deterred from fupplying him by their appre- 
henlions from the animofity which exifted between him and Mahomed 
Illbof. Captain Calliaud with much difficulty reconciled their dif- 
ferences, at leaft to appearance, and fo far as to induce the (hroffs to 
lend 200,000 rupees, which were immediately dilburfed in dilchaig- 
ing the arrears due to the troops, and other military expenccs. The 
Polygar Catabominaigue was at this time celebrating a great wed- 
ding in his family at Panialumcrutch ; to which, as uliial, the whole 
country round was invited, and Moodilee as a principal gueft. Me 
went, and having long been in habits of acquaintance and bufmefs 
with the Polygar, fixed him in the intereft of the company, and 
concluded an alliance with him againft the confederates with whom 
he had lately united, as well as all other enemies. In return, 
the Polygar requefted that fome compenfation might be made to his 
dependant of Etiaporum, for the ravages which his country had 
lately fuftained in confequence of his refufal to join the rebels ; and 
Calliaud, having feen the elfefls as he marched through, remitted 
a part of the fine due on the hoftages of Etiaporum, who ftill re- 
mained unredeemed with Tondiman. Whilft thefe affairs were ad- 
jufting, the fouthern monfoon fetting in on the Coaft of Malabar, 
broke over the vveftern range of mountains wltht* the utmoft \ io- 
lence, and defeending, with the cataracts it had formed, into tlie 
plain, deluged the whole country to the eaftern fea : the ftorm, rain, 
and inundation, continued without intermiffion for two days and 
two nights : the harvefts, juft ripe, were (wept away, and with 
them the habitations of the cultivators : the rains continued feveral 
days after the winds had abated ; it required many days labour and 
funlhine to drain and dry the ground, and more time to repair the 
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1757, devaftatlon which the agriculture of the country had fuf%ed ; dur- 

Maich.* which an epidemic ficknefs broke out, and carried off many of 
the diflreiTcd inhabitants by iiidden deaths, which the patient lim« 
plicity and fuperffition of their charadter imputed to the vilitation 
of a goddefs, Lacheme^ coming, they knew not whence, from the 
North. The fhroffs, who had lent mon^ to Moodilee on the 
mortgaged harveff, would not fuiFer him to depart nintil they faw 
the country recovering ; w'hich obliged Captain Calliaud to remain 
at Tinivelly fome time longer, in order to fuperintend and en- 
courage the various operations which were neceflary to reftore the 
cultivation. 

The Prefideiicy, whilft waiting the refult of this expedition, hacf^ 
howlbever unwilling, been obliged to engage in hoffilities in the 
Carnatic. The Nabob, in the beginning of the year, had demanded 
of his brother Nazeabulla, the governor of Nelore^ a fubfidy of 
100,000 rupees above the ufual tribute; which the country coulff 
afford to pay, having fuffered little from the diftreffes of the war, to 
which the reft of the Carnatic had fo long been expofed ; but Na- 
zeabulLi equivocated and apologized. Ichlafs Khan, the brother of 
the Nabob’s buxey or general, marching at this time with 500 horfe, 
and other troops, to colle£t the tributes of the northern Polygars, 
advanced as far as Serapely, a fort i z miles fouth of Nelore, and 
propofed an interview with Nazeabulla, who accepted the vifit, giv- 
ing his oath on the Koran ; but requefted Ichlafs Khan to come 
with few attendants, left quarrels (hould arife between them and his 
own. The vifit produced no change in Nazeabulla’s excufes for not 
paying the money, and Ichlafs Khan left the city in the evening 
without harm ; rat, after it grew dark, his elcort was attacked by 
an ambufeade of matchlock-men in the bulhes near the road, and 
one of them was killed. The Nabob imputed this outrage to the in- 
ftigation and example of his other brothef Maphuze Khan at Ma- 
dura, and of an adventurer Meerfaeb, who was in pofteftion of Ela- 
vanafore, and plundering wherever he lifted. The anguifh which 
the Nabob exprefted at this iecond rebellion rifing in his own family^ 
determined the prefidency to comply with his earneft requeft to re- 
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duce Nazeabulla; but his troops were not ready to march from 1757. 
Arcot before the ift of April, although the outrage happened '' 

on 2 1 ft of February; during which Ichlafs Khan was waiting for 
them with his detachment at Kalaftry, the town of the polygar Da- 
merlah Venketappah-naigue, 70 mUes to the s. w. of Nelore. The 
force from Madrafs was only 100 Europeans, the company of 
56 cofFrees, and 300 Sepoys, with one 18 pounder, three fix- 
pounders, four cohorns, and one howitz. Lieutenant Colonel Ford, 
of Adlercron’s regiment, was appointed to command the expedi- 
tion. The Sepoys and bullocks proceeded by land. The Europeans 
and Coffrees, with the artillery and ftores, embarked on the firft of 
April, in a (hip and a (loop, which anchored the next afternoon op- 
pofite to the mouth of the river Kandeler, (even miles to the North 
of Kiftnapatam, a town of confiderable trade, from whence they 
expefted the ufual affiftances of the port ; but the inhabitants, inti- 
midated by tile threats of Nazeabulla, abandoned the town on tlie 
appearance of the veffels, which were employed feven days in effedl- 
ing the difembarkation with two maflRxilas they had brought from 
Madrafs, During this interval the Sepoys and bullocks arrived ; 
but coolies and more bullocks were neceflary before the detach- 
ment could move from Kiftnapatam, and the Nabob’s army from 
Arcot was not near enough to fupply them before the zzd of the 
month. 

The next day Colonel Forde marched, and on the 25th joined the 
Nabob’s army at Serapely, which was commanded by his brother Ab- 
dullwahab, and had been encreafed by the troops of the polygars Bail- 
or Yat^ham and DamerlahVenketappah, and all together amounted 
to 10,000 men, of which 3000 were cavalry. On the 27th the anny 
encamped before Nelore. This town (lands about 500 yards to the 
(buth of the river Pennar, extending about 1 200 yards from eaft to 
weft, and 600 on the other fides. The walls were of mud, and only 
the gateways and a few of the towers of ftone. The parapet was fix 
feet high, with many port-holes for (mall arms, made of pipes of 
baked clay, laid in the moift mud, whilft railing, and afterwards 
D d 2 con- 
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confblijdatmg with the mafs ; the common method of forming thei^ 
defences in India r the ditch had' no water, and was in many parts 
much choaked by drifts of land. Nazeabulla, on the approach of 
Abdulwahab, had gone away with 1 500 horfe, and left the city to 
be defended by a refblute officer, with a garrifon of 4000 Peons, 
who were inftrufted and affifled by 20 Frenchmen, fent from Ma-^ 
fnlipatam. The Englifh troops-encamped along the river in face of 
the town, the Nabob’s and the Polygar’s at a diftanee higher up. 

On the 29th, the eighteen-pounder, with the field-pieces, together 
with the cohorns and howitz, began to fire from the mound of a 
tank at the diflance of 300- yards ; but by mifiake againfl the 
flrongefi: part of the wall, on which, in four days, they made. no‘ 
impreffion. In the night of the 2d of May, all the artillery wa» 
moved to a battery erefted about 200 yards to the left,’ and 100 
nearer the wall, which in this part was vifibly in' a ruinous condi-- 
tion. The 1 8 pounder fired brilkly during the- next day, and by* 
the evening made a breach which appeared prafticable ; and hi- 
therto only one man had been wounded by the enemy’s fire, which' 
had been very few cannon-fliot, but continual from finall arms. The 
next day Abdulwahab fummoned thogovemor, who anfwered with* 
civility, that he could not deliver the fort to any one without a po- 
litive order from Nazeabulla, whole fait he eat< It was therefore- 
rtfolved to florm the next morning ; but, during this interval the* 
garrifon had been diligently empldyed in counterworking the breach. 
On each fide they cut a broad trench through the rampart, and'^ 
another on the ground within, which joined at right angles with’ 
thofe from the rampart, and enclofed a fpace of fome yards fquare;. 
thefo trenches were to /be defended, by men armed with long pikes, 
whim numbers Rationed, fome along the ramparts, fome in va- 
rious pits dug for the occafion, and others inr the 'adjacent houfos, 
were to annoy the allailants, when wi the breach, with ftones, ar- 
rows, and fire-arms, to which their own pikemen, being intrenched 
breaft-hlgh, would be little expofod. At fun-rife the Englilh troops- 
advanced to the alTault. The 300 Sepoys marched firft ; . the com** 
pany of Coffrees next; the Europeans in' the rear.. The enemy fired 
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brilkly ^ the line was approaching, and more efpecially from the 
tower oh the left of the breach, that Col. Forde ordered a lix-pnuii 
de|t4from the battery, which, at the difiance of a hundred yards, 
kej^ op a conftant fire on the parapet of this tower, more indeed with 
the hope of intimidating, than the expe^tion of doing any detriment. 
The few firft Sepoys who got up the breach were immediately flopped 
by the pikes from advancing either forwards, or on either hand, and 
had fcarcely difeharged their mufkets before they were all wounded; 
on which thofc immediately behind ran down in confuflon, and the 
whole body in an infiant broke ; but difperfed to the right and left 
of the reft of the line. The Coffrees, led by Enfign Elliot, took 
riieir place without trepidation, and having mounted, maintained' 
their ground on the breach gallantly, endeavouring, after they had 
fired, to break down the pikes with their mulkets, and even to pufli' 
into the trenches r but in vain, for, in a few minutes, four of them 
were killed, and thirteen, with Lieutenant Elliot, wounded; on 
which the reft were called down. The Europeans, who during this 
conteft had remained thronged at the foot of thebreach, now mounted, 
every man as he flood neareft, without regard to rank, order, or 
command. This alTault continued half an hour, during which Capt. 
Hunt was^fhot with an arrow, Callender and Richard Smith, and Mr. 
Alexandtir, the commiflary, were bruifed with ftones, and with them 
four of the foldicrs killed, and 27 wounded on the breach, and the 
enemy flffll as active as ever ; on which Colonel Forde, who was at the 
foot of tl|e wall, ordered the retreat, which was made with morehurry 
than became troops who had hitherto behaved with fo much courage; 
for every; man, inftead of waiting for his officers and colours, ran as 
faft as hd courd'to take fhelter in the battery, and all palled the field- 
piice wit]\out flopping to bring it away, until Captain Richard Smith, 
who, rota^n of duty, brought up. the rear, halted with a few 
of hif cifvji company, and afterwards, with the affiftance of fome of 
the Nabob’s ‘horlemen, who were near, dragged the field-piece to ' 
the battery; during which nvo of his feijeants, and two of- the 
jiorfemen, were wounded from the walls. The Jifabob’s army, dur- - 
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ing the alTault, advanced in feveral bodies againft difle^eh^p^rtk ^ 
the town, but their appearance no where withdrew the attention of 
the garrifon from the defence of the breach. 

The vent of the eighteen-pounder being run, it was impoflible to 
renew the attack until other battering cannon arrived from Ma- 
drafs ; but Colonel Forde had already been informed by the prefi- 
dency, that the French troops were ading in die field, and threatened 
dcfigns which might render it neceflary to recall his detachment. 
By the 13th the wounded were fufficiently recovered to march; and 
no determination being as yet received from the prefidency, Colonel 
Forde, in compliance with the repeated requefts of Abdulwahab, 
crofled the Pennar with the whole army in purfuit of Nazeabulh, 
who, it was faid, Bill continued in the neighbourhood : on the 15th 
they halted at Sangam, a pagoda of note 30 miles weft of Nelore, 
where they were informed that Nazeabulla had quitted the coun- 
try, and was gone to the French at Condavir ; on which the army 
returned the next day towards Serapely, but by another road, leav- 
ing Nelore to the left. On the way Colonel Forde met feveral let- 
ters, fignifying the encreafing apprehenfions of the prefidency ; and 
on his arrival at Serapely, received exprefs orders to return with the 
.utmoft expedition to Madrafs. 

The government of Pondicheriy, with the advices of the decla-i 
ration of war againft Great Britain^ received orders to refrain ftom any 
military operations of rifque, until the ^reat armament preparing in 
France fhould arrive ; which injun^Iohs they had implicitly, obeyed: 
but when they faw Madrafs dividing its force, although not 
ftronger than their .own, , op fervice^ at fuch diftance ffom eiptch other, 
as Nelore andTinivelly, thought they too might- attempt fame 
acquifition witl|OUt much danger. However, they began with great 
caution. On. the of April, the day af^r the Englifh troops em- 
barked for liT^oi^^i^body, cS xoo.l^rppeans, and 1000 Sepoys, 
which had fofl^ tipte lain enc^ed to tho weftward of Pondi- 
cherry, marched un^r the command of Mr. P’Auteuil, who had- 
lately retpirned frotp France th^^*pcoceeded, ^vingout.fohxe other, 
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obje^s, to cover their real intcnticMis, which were to fall upon 

l^kvanalbre by furprize. 

This place is fituated about 6 o miles weft of Pondicherry ; it 
conlifts of a fort and a pettah both ftanding on a plain, and neither 
having any difficult defences : the diftri£ts are of no great extent, 
but extremely fertile. Before the truce between Mr. Saunders and 
Godeheu, it was taken pofleffion of by an adventurer named Meer 
AUumodean, but more generally known by the name of Meer 
Saheb, who procured his confirmation from the Nabob, then at 
Tritchinopoly. Under this fandimi, he maintained a much greater 
force, cfpecially of horfe, than the incomes of his government 
could afford, and fupported them by plundering the neighbouring 
diftrifts, pretending, that the managers of them were attached to 
the French. In an excurfion immediately after the truce in 1755, 
he plundered all the French diftrifts between Seringham and Pondi- 
cherry, when the prefideucy of Madrafs rebuking his proceedings, 
he made retribution to the French government, who permitted him 
to keep a fmall fort he had taken from them in the neighbourhood 
of Elavanafore, named Oullagellinoor. This ceflion raifed fulpi- 
cions in the Nabob, who propofed that the Englilh detachment, 
which efoorted him foon after from Tritchinopoly to Arcot, fhould 
attack* Elavanafore in the way : and again that the Englifli army 
Ihould pitoceed againft it, in the beginning of the laft year, imme- 
diately j^er it had retreated from Velore. On the other hand, 
Meer Saheb, knowing himfelf reprobated by the Nabob, and feeing 
nothing fo be got by uniting with the French, thought the 
mutual enmity between the two his beft protection, and paid no 
refpeft to either ; but increafed his force, and continued his de- 
pr^ations on the poffeffions of both, Befides driving off the cattle, 
which he afterwards fold to the owners, it was el^>ecially his cuftom 
to feize on perfons of fubftance, whom he confined until they had 
p^d heavy ranfotos. In the moiith of September, he, in one ex- 
curfidn, fwept away 5000 beeves nnd 6000 Iheep, indifferently from 
the countiy roubd ; and in the beginning of the prefent year again 
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plundered the neiglibourhood indifcriminately. The Nabob then 
pretended to fufpeft him of being in league with Maphuze 
Khan at Madura, and Nazeabulla at Nelore; but as. foon as it 
was known, that the government of Pondicherry intended to attack 
Elavanafore, he requeued the prefidency ofMadrals to protedl him, 
rather than lufTcr fuch valuable diftridts to fell into the hands of the 
French. 

Mr. D’Auteuil advancing by forced marches appeared before Ela- 
vanafore on the loth ; and, whUft they were encamping, Meer Sa- 
heb fellied with all his cavalry and moft of his foot, and had well 
nigh routed the whole of the French force, when he was £hot 
through the body : his troops immediately ceafed the fight, 
but efcorted him with much attention back to the fort. D’Au- 
tueil, on this tiiil, lent to Gingee for reinforcements and can- 
non ; and, in the mean time, prepared to make a regular attack : 
on the 1 6th arrived 250 Europeans, with 1000 Sepoys, and the 
battering cannon ; but on the fame day Meer Saheb died of hie 
wound ; on which Eis brother, with the femilies of both, went 
away in the night, and the garrifon after their -example likewife 
abandoned the fort before the morning. 

Reports had prevjuled in this part of the country, ever fince the 
French troops had taken the field, that they intended to fell upon 
Tritchinopoly, which, by the ablence of the troops with Captwn. 
Calliaud, was left with a garrifon very inadequate to its extent ; and 
even.Capt. Jof. Smith, who now commanded in the city, apprehended 
and warned the prefidency of this danger. But the force which 
had taken Elavanafore was unequal to the enterprize ; and D’Auteuil 
moved back from Elavanafore to Chilambrum, where he arrived on 
the ill of May. From hence he marched and encamped on the 
Ikirt'S of the woods of Warriorepollam, and fummoned the polygar 
t-o pay his tributes on the fame pretenfions as Mailfin had de- 
manded them two years before. The polygar as ufual endea- 
voured to gain time by difeuffions, on which the French attacked 
one of his barriers, but were repulfed with lofs ; however he wasi 
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frightened by the attack, and agreed to pay 40,000 rupees, but took 

fome days to produce the money. 

In the mean time, Captain Calliaud, whllft regulating the af- 
fairs of the renter at Tinivelly, acquired intelligence, that the con- 
federates were treating with the Myfbreans at Dindigul for aid 
agaiiift the Englifh and their adherents, the Pulitaver offering 
to pay down 500,000 rupees, and the Jemautdars of Maphuze 
Khan to give up the diflrids of Sholavatuierty in which are comprized 
a ftrong pafs, and the only road, between Madura and Dindigul. 
Neverthelefs it was not intended that the country, when conquered, 
Ihould be given either to the Myforean or Maphuze Khan : it was to 
be reftored to a defeendant of the ancient kings, who lived in con- 
cealment in the country of the greater Moravar : and Maphuze 
Khan was to have a fuitable eflablifhment in Myfore. 

This news encreafed the neceffity of attacking Madura as fbon as 
poffible ; but the arrangements at Tinivelly were not finifhed until 
the loth of April, on which day. Captain Calliaud began his 
march from thence, with 180 Europeans, 2,500 Sepoys, fix field- 
pieces, and 500 horfe: Mahomed liToof commanded the Sepoys, 
and Moodilee what horfe were levied by himfelf. Six companies of 
Sepoys were left for the defence of Tinivelly, and the fame number 
in the fort of Palamcotah. On the fame day, Berkatoolah and Na- 
bey Cawn Catteck fet off from Nellitangavile, with 500 horfe, leaving 
Maphuze Khan with the Pulitaver. Skirting along the hills, they 
halted one evening near the fort of the Polygar Vaniah, of Sheva- 
gherry, which flood 60 miles s.w. of Madura, and 20 below Chevcl- 
petore. The Polygar, having been attached by Mahomed Iflbof, lent 
out his Colleries, who, in the middle of the night, fell upon 
this body of cavalry, and with their fereams and fireworks dilperfed 
the whole, and took 40 of their horfes. The fugitives re-affembled 
in the morning, and arrived at Madura on the 1 7th ; from whence 
Nabey Cawn Catteck immediately went to the greater Moravar, in 
order to prepare fupplies of provifions for the city. On the 20th, 
the Englifh army arrived at &cundcrmally, and lodged themfelves 
in the pagoda; from whence Mahomed Iffoof, with a party of Sc- 
VOL. II. Ec pO)S, 
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*757* P®y®» detached tlie next day to reduce the fort of Sholavanden. 

*--* - '■* It is fituated lo miles north-weft of Madura, and, although in- 
tended to command the pafs, was of little ftrength ; and the garrifon 
of 200 jieons abandoned it as foon as Mahomed Iflbof appeared; but 
excellive rains, wliicli laifed the river Vigee, prevented him from re- 
turning to Seeuudermally, before the 26th. In this interval, Cal- 
liaud received letters from the prelldency, adviling him of their 
apprehenllons that the French intended to attack Tritchinopoly ; 
witli orders to hold liimfclf in rcadinefs to march to its relief on the 
firft notice. By this time, he was likewife convinced, that the re- 
dutftion of Madura was an enterprize of much more difficulty than 
had been reprefented to him, and fcarccly feafible without batter- 
ing cannon, of which he had not brought any from Tritchinopoly ; 
and, excepting the one which Mahomet Iflbof himlelf had dcjjolited 
in Madura, there was not a Angle piece in the whole country, of 
which Europeans wplild make ufc. However, not to lofe any of the 
precarious time left him to a<ft, he refolved to attempt the city by 
furprize. Bamboos were provided, as if for Ibme other fervice, and 
no one was fuffered to go in or out of the pagoda until the ladders 
were made. On the night before the i ft of May, all the troops, 
except a few to guard the baggage and artillery, marched out of the 
May. pagoda, and at three in the morning anived at the watercourfe 
which runs within 300 yards of the weftern fide of the walls. 

The inward wall of Madura is 22 feet high, including the 
parapet, which rifes fix above the rampart : at the diftance of eveiy 
roo yards or lefs (tor exaft fymmetry has not been obferved) arc 
I'quare towers. The faufle-bray is 30 feet broad, above which the 
outward wall rifes only five feet, but defeending to the bottom of the 
ditch is 1 1 on the outfide. Midway, between every two towers of 
the inward wall, is a fimilar projedion in the outward, with loop- 
holes which command the ditch, and flank the intermediate part of 
the wall, in which are none : but the whole parapet of tlie inward 
wall has loop-holes, fo have Ibmc of its towers, and the reft em- 
bralures for cannon. The fpot cholen to bo attacked was the firft 
tower on the left-hand of the weftern gate-way, being the only 
5 
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part where the faufle-brav was clear of the thick thoiny buHics, 
wliich had not injudicioufly been fuffered to over-inn it in every 
other ; but the garrifbn, trufting to this defence, had entirely nc- 
gle£led the ditch, which, by continual drifts after rain, was alinoft 
choaked up to the level of the plain. The party allotted to the 
attack weic loo Europeans, and 200 Sepoys ; tlie reft of the troops 
remained in the watcrcourfe, ready to fupport the event. Calliaud 
led the party himfclf, to whom the method of attack was carefully 
explained, and ftiidt filence enjoined. The foienioft men carried 
the fix fliorter laddeis intended for the outward wall; the next, 
the fix longer, foi the inward ; as loon as twenty of the party had 
got into the faufle-bray, it was intended that they fliould imme- 
diately take over the longer laddeis, which they wcie to plant, as 
received, againft tlie tower, hut not a man was to mount, until all 
tlie fix ladders weie fixed, and then no more than three at a time 
on each ladder. 

The firft ladders were planted, and Calliaud, with the firft 20 
men, had got Into the faufle-bray, had taken ovei one of the longer 
laddeis, and had planted it againft the tower, when their hopes 
were intei rupted by one of thofe accidents winch from their tri- 
viality efcape the moft attentive precaution. A dog, accuftomed to 
get his meals at the mefles of fome of the foldiers, had accom- 
panied them all the way from Secundermally into the ditch, and, 
probably from anxiety, at not being able to follow his mafteis, 
into the fauflt -bray, began to bark; which was foon anfwered by 
the balking of another clog on the rampait, and the \elpb of both 
awakened the ncareft centlnel, who, crying out “ Tlie enemy,” 
laifecl the guard at the gate-w'ay, which repaired immediately to tlie 
tower. The foldiers in the faufle-bray, finding the alarm t.ikin, 
inftcad of continuing to get over tlie reft of the ladders, endea- 
voured to mount on that already planted, but crowded on it lb 
many together, that it crulhed under them. This communicated 
the confufion to thofe in the ditch, and no one any longer did w'liat 
he ought. Ill the mean time, the garrifon increafi»g on the rampart 
hung out blue lights of fulphur, and difeovering the whole party 
E c 2 began 
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1757. began to ihower on them arrows, ftones, lances, and the (hot of 
' ' fi I e-arms. On which Calliaud ordered the retreat, which was efietSied 

with little lofs, only one man being killed, and another wounded; 
both were Sqx)ys, /landing on the glacis. 

The troops, after taking Ibme refrefliment, marched from the 
watercourfe, and proceeding along the fouthern face of the town took 
poft in a ruined village, about 600 yards from the fouth-eaft part 
of the \\aJls, which in this quarter were of a much /lighter con- 
flruftioh than any where el/e. The divifion with the artilleiy and 
baggage from Secundermally joined in the evening. On the 3d in 
the morning, a battery con/i/^g of three fix-pounders began to fire 
on the walls, and continued the two fucceeding days, without 
making any impreffion ; on which Calliaud lent away a company 
of Sepoys, with a fufficient number of bullocks, to bring two 
eighteen-pounders from Tritchinopoly. 

The prefidency of Madrafs, whilft anxious concerning the fuccefs- 
of the expeditions again/l Madura and Nelore, had received advices, 
on the 28th of April, from Bengal, by the Revenge, Protedor, and 
Marlborough, belonging to the company, with the welcome news 
of the capture of Chandernagore, but without a /ingle platoon of 
the troops which had been &nt in the armament ; and, the fea/bn 
being now changed, none were to be expeded before September* 
Intelligence of Ais difappointment was /bon conveyed to Pondi- 
cherry ; and it now appeared, that the French had waited to deter- 
mine the operations of their own troops by the force which might 
be fent back from Bengal to Madrafs. They immediately bared all 
their garrifons, and, retaining none but invalids m Pondicherry it- 
/elf, enrolled the European inhabitants to man the walls : all the/e 
parties ha/lened to join D’Autueil’s camp before Arielore, who, 
/ending forward a detachment of 100 Europeans and 500 Sepoys to. 
Seringham, followed: himfdf with the main body on the L2th of 
May : his wholp force confided of 1000 Europeans, battalion and 
artillery, 1 50 Huflars, 3000 Sepoys^ 10 field-pieces, witli feveral 
howitxes and cohoms.. 

S The 
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The two eighteen-pounders intended for Madura were fent ofF 
from Tritchinopoly early in the morning of the lath, under the 
efcort of two companies of Sepoys ; but had not proceeded three 
miles, before a llrong party from Seringham croifed the Caveri, and 
marched to circumvent them; which being perceived foom the town, 
Captain Jofeph Smith re-called the guns, and marched out with a 
confiderable part of the garrifon to proteft them, on which the 
enemy returned to the ifland. On the 14th the van of their main 
body, with D’Autueil, arrived, and with the garrifon of Seringham 
encamped at the Pagodas of Wariore. It was feme time that captain 
Smith had expe^ed this viiit, and he had made all the preparations 
which the means in his power, admitted to receive it : he had filled 
the ditch round the to\vn with water by the ufual fluices from the 
Caveri, neverthelefs feveral rocky parts remained fordable : the pa- 
rapets both of the outward and inward walls, where-ever decayed, 
had been repaired : Tondiman and the king of Tanjore, on his ap- 
plication, had fent, the one 300 Colleries, the other 300 matchlock- 
men : the Peons entertained by the Nabob’s governor, were four 
hundred : but all thele men, excepting the Colleries, were only fit 
for night-watches, nor for that, without being watched them- 
felves : the Company’s were the only troops which could be relied 
on; they were 150 Europeans rank and file, of which 50 had 
lately been fent from Fort St. David, 15 artillery men, and 700 Se- 
poys ; but of the whole few had feen much fervice, for the beft 
had been taken away by captain Calliaud. This force would 
fcarcely in any time of outward danger have been fufficient to 
guard the walls, of which the circuit was 6400 yards ; much 
lefs -mth the additional ward of 500 French prifoners, who were 
confined within the town, and from -whom more danger was 
apprehended than from the enemy without : for it was known, and 
it could not be prevented, that they maintained a correfpondence 
with their countrymen at Seringham ; and indeed the hopes of their 
breaking loofe during the attack, had been the principal inducement 
to the prefent attempt againft the city. More- troops were con- 
tinually 
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tinually coming up to Wariore ; and on the 1 5th, the day after the flrft 
arrived, the enemy began to throw Ihells into the town : during the 
night leveral parties at different times and places advanced to the 
ditch, not with any intention of fcaling the walls, but only to keep 
the gauifon from reft by repeated alarms. Thele alerts and the 
bombaidment w'ere continued during the four fucceedlng days and 
nights ; and on the 20th, M. D’Autueil, thinking the garrifon fuf- 
liciently harrafled, fummoned Captain Smith in the name of the 
king of France, to lurrender the town, and fpare the effufion ot 
blood, warning him that he ftiould refent in the fevereft manner 
any ill ufage which might have been infliifted on the French pri- 
foners. Captain Smith auftvcred, tliat he fhould maintain the 
town for tlie king of England ; and that the prifoners had always 
been treated with more lenity than their pradlices delerved. Some 
hours after, fpies brought intelligence, that the enemy intended to 
make a general affault in the approaching night, and at one in the 
morning the greateft part of their foice advanced tow aids the weft 
face of the town ; but a few dilcharges of cannon made them le- 
treat, and the continual vigilance of the rounds, witnefled by their 
lights and a variety of militaiy niufitk, deterred them from any 
farther attempt. 

By this time feveral of the neighbouring Polygars had joined the 
army before Madura, and were of fervice in fupplying the camp 
with provifion, as well as by cutting off" fuch as were going to the 
town, and Captain Calliaud had entered into a negotiation with fome 
of the Jen autdars, to deliver up the city, or to alfift in furprizing it. 
Colonel Smith, on the firft appearance of the enemy’s troops on the 
other fide of the Coleroon, had difpatched exprels meflengers to 
him, with the intelligence, which he received on the i ttli at three 
in the afternoon. At fix, he began liis march, witli 120 Euro- 
peans and 1 200 Setxiys, leaving the reft under the command of 
Lieutenant Rumbold ahd Mahomed Iffoof, whom he empowered to 
conclude with the Jemautdars. 

The troops marched without tents, baggage, or artillery; a few bul- 
locks carried the fpare ammunition, and fervants belonging to die com- 
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miflary were fent forward to prbvlde the meal at the different places of 
halt. On the 25th at day-break they arrived and halted at the 
vilage of Eliapore, nineteen miles from Tritchinopoly. On the 
road Calliaud liad received advices from Captain Smith, that 
D’Autueil, apprized of his approach, had quitted his firft flation 
at the Pagodas of Wariore, and had difpol'ed his troops in a line 
of communication which extended from the Faquieres tope, 
round the Five rocks, the Golden, and the Sugar-loaf, to the French 
rock ; by which all accefs on the fbuthern afpedl of the city was pre- 
cluded. It had allb beeii-dllcovered, that feveral fpiesbelonging to D’Au- 
tueil had mingled with and accompanied the Englifh troops, on which 
Calliaud ordeied them to be narrowly obferved by his own, but 
without appearance of fufpicion, intending to make them the inftru- 
raents of deceiving thole by whom they were employed. The troops 
having taken fufficiejit reft, and a full meal, marched from Elia- 
pore at two in the afternoon, and at (ix arrived at Aour, a village 
in Tondiman’s Woods, about 12 miles from Tritchinopoly, where 
they flopped half an hour. Calliaud then bent his march, as If 
he intended to come out upon the plain, between the Five rocks 
and the Sugar-loaf, oppofite to the middle of the enemy’s line, 
and advanced in this dircdion fix miles. It was now 8 o’clock, and 
quite dark, when the French fpies, fully perfuaded of the intelh*- 
gente they weie carrying, went off to inform D’Autueil where they 
liipjiofed the Englifli troops intended to force their way. Half an 
hour after their departure, none of them appearing again, Calliaud 
entirely changed his rout, fluking to the eaft along the Ikirts of 
Tondimau’s Woocl><, until he c.une oppolitc to Elimiferum. The 
ground, from the woods to tins place on the Iburh, beyond it to the 
Caveri on the iwrth, to the weft ot it as flir as the French rock, and a 
gi eater fpace to the eaft, is a plain moftly laid out in rice fields, which, 
thioughout India, are divided into areas of no great extent; each en- 
clofed by a I'eparate Lank, and kept overflowed with water until a fort- 
night before the hai veft is cut down, until v. Inch time they remain, as 
thei'e now weie, a heavy Iwamp of mud. The French, fuppoling all 
tlib part of the country impafl’able to a body of troops, had not thought 
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it nec^ry to llation % ^atch cither at Elimirerum, or on the bank 
of the Cavfcri; and the information which Calliaud had obtained of this 
negledt fuggeftcd the advantage he was now taking of it. The troops 
entered the rice- fields at lo o’clock, the Europeans marching firft; 
the Sepoys were obferved by the Englilli ferjeants of their com- 
panies, and their own Subadars or captains were men of duty : but 
no difcipline could be exerted, where the fuccefs intirely depended 
on filence and darknefs ; and the fpirit of the foldier himlelf deter- 
mined, whether he foould give out, or perfevere in gaining his toil- 
fome way, after fo much fotigue already endured. At 2 in the 
morning two companies of Sepoys were fent off, with orders to pufh 
for the town between the French and Sugar-loaf rocks ; left the enemy 
ftiould be led to fufpicions of the real march, if no alarm were given 
to any part of their line : but, contrary to expeftation, thefe Sepoys 
pafifed clofe under the French rock without being challenged by a 
fmgle centinel; for all the troops ftationed hereabouts had been 
drawn to the main body, guarding the ground to the fouth, indicated 
by their fpies. At 4 in the morning, the two companies arrived at 
the Madura, or fouthern gate of the town, where they were imme- 
diately recognized and admitted. It was near the dawn of day be- 
fore the main body with Calliaud reached ChuckkyapoUam on the 
bank of the Caveri, having employed near feven hours in wading 
through the rice-fields, although the diftance was only feven 
miles. Two more ftill remained ; but the fight of the city infpired 
the whole line with new alacrity : and their commander, who from 
the multiplicity of his attentions had endured more fatigue than any 
of them, now marched at their head, fupported by two grenadiers. 
Captain Smith, apprized, drew out half his garrifon, with two 
field-pieces, ready in cafe of need to protect them. Every man 
was received with open arras ; the meal and every refrefhment was 
ready for the welcome and exhaufted guefts ; and with the rifing 
fun, a difeharge of twenty-one pieces of cannon announced their ex- 
ultation, with the news, to the French troops on the plain. On a 
review it was found, that 300 of the Sepoys had dropped behind, 

but 
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but of the Engliih, only two or three had failed. Mr. D’autueil 
could fcarcely credit what it was intended he (hould iindetftand by 
the report of the cannon ; but was foon .convinced by fomc pri- 
foners picked up by his huflars. The very feme evening he rc- 
cro^led the Caveri with his whole army, into the Ifland of Se- 
ringham, and the next day paihng the Coleroon, proceeded towards 
Pondicherry. 

Intelligence of the French army marching from Arielore to 
Tritchinopoly, was brought to Madrafe on the 1 5th of May, juft 
after the prelidency had heard of the repulfe of their own troops 
in the aflaults of Nelore and Madura. Howfoever averfe the prefi- 
dency had hitherto been to encounter the French troops, until they 
knew what reinforcements they might expe«St from Bengal and 
Europe; the importance of Tritchinopoly, and convidtion of the 
danger to which it was expofed, now fuperfeded this reludtance r 
and they refolved to enter the French territories, as the moft probable 
means of drawing their army back ; or even to follow it to Tritchi- 
nopoly ; but as the troops from Nelore were not yet arrived, thofe 
in Madrafe, waiting for.them, did not take the field until the 26th 
of May, when 300 men, being the whole of Adlercron’s regiment, 
and 30 of the king’s artillery, four field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, 
marched under the command of Colonel Adlercron himfelf: but 
by various delays arifing from attention to the modes of warfare 
in Europe, they did not reach Chinglapet until the 31ft, although 
the diftance was only 30 miles : Captain Polier joined them here 
from the garrifon, with his own company of 100 Swifs, and 300 
Sepoys : but two days after came the welcome news that Tritchi- 
nopoly was relieved. 

Whilft the enemy was approaching, Eitfign Banatyne, who com- 
manded in Carangoly, marched from thence wdth 300 Sepoys, and 
took the fort of Outramalore by efealade, in which he left 40 of his 
Sepoys ; but two days after, the fugitive garrilbn, wdiich likewife 
Confifted only of Sepoys, returned, with 500 more, lent by the 
Kellidar of Vandiwafli ; on whole appearance, the Englilh Sepoys 
evacuated the fort. This declaration in favour of the French de- 
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fermiiied the prefidency of Madrafs, as the army was abtoad, to 
it In the attack of VandiwaA. But, Waiting for the troops 
from Nelore, and the Nabob’s from Arcot, Col. AdlerOrdn ftifl ad- 
vanced (lowly. On his approach, the gartilbn in Outramalore retreated 
to Vandiwafh, where the army arrived on the 5th of JUne at night ; 
and early the next morning attacked the Pettah, which they car- 
ried, after a (light refiftance fronx 300 Sepoys, whom they 
purfued towards the fort, until obliged to retreat by the fire 
from the walls; nor could they remain in the pettah itlelf, bc- 
caufe the principal ftreets led ftreight to the fort, and were in- 
(iladed' by one or other of ‘the towers. However, the (iiccefs 
coft no lives ; although 10 Europeans' Were wounded. By this 
rime, the French troops, as much alarmed by the motions of 
the EnglKh, as the Englilh had lately been, by theirs, were return- 
ing fall from Tritchinopoly ; (bme were already arrived at Pondi- 
cherry, others had halted at Trivadi, others were advanced to 
Gingee ; all preparing to march to the relief of Vandiwalh : on the 
other hand, neither the battering cannon, no> any of the reinforce- 
ments, had joined the Englilh camp ; and there was no probabi- 
lity of making any Impreflion on the fort before Ibme of the French 
troops would arrive to its fuccour; on which Col. Adlercron re- 
folvcd to quit the enterprize, but (et fire to the pettah before he 
retired ; and on the i ith, the army arrived at Outramalore. 

By this time the prefidency, ftreightened in their treafury, were 
tired of the expence of a campaign which had produced (b little ef- 
fed ; and their prefent propenfity to caution,, as well as parfimony, 
was increafed by unexpeded intelligence, that the French had (elzed 
the company’s fadories at Madapollam, Bandermalanka, and Ihgeram, 
which are (ituated near the (ea on different branches of the river 
Godaveri, in the province of Rajahmundrum. To thefe lories were 
added apprehenfions ariling from various reports, that Mr. Buriy in- 
tended to attack the more important fedoty of Vizagapatam. 

In this cloudy hour the prefideocy kijudicioufly ordered Adler- 
cron to return immediately with the army to Madrafs, although a 
part of the French troops were arrived and encamped under the 
4 walls 
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ficer of enterprize, who no fooner feW the ibglilh anaay retreating 
fc(»n Oatramalore, than he advanced and took pofleffion of this 
place ; aad» as foon as he heard that th^ had repaded Ching- 
lapett in , their way to Madrafs, detached early • in the morning 
of the 15th, 200 Eoropcans and 500 Sepoys^ wdth two field- 
pieces, to, retaliate on Conjeveram the fire which th^ had let 
to Vandmaih. Conjeveram is the hrgeit open town in the Car- 
natic, and the moft pc^ulous ; befides the reibrt it attrad:^ by the 
great quantities of grun produced in the valt {dain that furrounds it, 
it is ftill more frequented from the repoiation of its pagoda, and of 
the college of iBramins,. who pofilHs it, and are acknowledged the 
iupreme council of the Indian religion in Coromandel : both the 
atid French had, during the late wars, kept troops in the 
pagoda ; but ka i^e and proper attentions had frill prefrrved the 
priefts and the holy places from contamination or pollution. There 
were at this time in the pagoda two companies of Sepoys, under 
the command of Seijeant Lambertfon. The French troops arrived at 
noon, and, contrary to their expediation, were aflailed by the fire 
of raulketry, concealed on each fide of the ftreet, which obliged 
them to beat up the houfes as the line advanced ; and the Engliih 
Sepoys, who knew their ground, continually efcaped from one 
ihelter to another, renewing their fire, until they retreated into the 
pagoda. The enemy, exafperated, then advanced againft the gate- 
way, where th^feijeant was rea^ to receive them again, placing 
his Sepoys, fome on fcaffolding along the walls, and others amongfr 
the open mafonry of the ftories which compofe the vaft tower over 
the gate-way. The two field-pieces were of little fervice to diflodge 
them from fuch defisnees, and the ieijeant had obftrufled the porch 
with large trees, laid with their brandies outwards. On this refifrance, 

Saubiner thought it prudent not to perfifr, for his time was limited, 
and eight of his Europeans were killed, more wounded, and of the 
Sepoys in proportion. They therefore marched to a difrant quarter 
of the town, from whence detachments were fent to colled: what- 
foever plunder could be conveniently carried away. In* the evening 
F f z they 
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1757. ftl^e tovm : at midnight they marched away, and the 

next day arrived at OutramaLore. * 

The terror fpread by this incuriion was of much more detriment 
than the'mifchief done at Conjeveram i £ot all the inhabitants of the 
open and fertile country along the Paliar, abandoned their laboura 
and occupations, and the renters as ufual amplified the lofles they* 
were likely to fuftjun in the colledion of the revenues. The prefi- 
dency of Madrafs, fenfible and vexed at their error, immediately 
ordered the army to march back, and re-crofs the Paliar. Col. 
Lawrence, although he had refolved from the time he was fuper- 
feded by Colonel Adlercron, never to under his command, on 
this occalion offered to join the camp as a volunteer ; and Adlercorn 
accepted the propofal with good will. The army marched from 
the Mount on the 19th. The French, on their approach, retired 
from Outratnalore to Vandiwafh, and intrenched' fhongly within 
half a mile of the eafterii fide of the fort, fummoning reinforce- 
ments from all their garrifons in the rear. The Englilh, likewife wait- 
ing for detachments and the Nabob’s cavalry from Arcot, did not ad- 
vance to Outramalore until the 29th, when an uncommon ficknefs 
broke out in the camp ; men being fuddenly feized, and dying in i z 
hours, and as many died as recovered. The mortality continued 
four days, but the camp having moved on the fifth five miles 
beyond Outramalore, fewer men fell down the next, and in two days 
more the ficknefs intirely ceafed. On the i ith of July they encamped 
within light of the enemy, whofe huflars hovered^ound the line, 
but came not near enough to receive any harm. By this time the 
ftrength of the two armies, although different, was nearly equal ; 
the French had 800 Europeans, of which loo- were huflars, and 
1 500 Sepoys ; the Englilh 700 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, but no 
horfe, excepting a .few troopers, to ferve aslcouts. On the 1 6th, 
500 of the Nabob’s horfe arrived from Arcot ; and the next morning 
300 of them, with five companies of Sepoys, advanced towards the 
enemy’s camps followed by the pkquet of 100 Europeans, with a 
field-piece, and at the fiupe time the whole line drew out, ready to 
meet a general aftion,, if the enemy would give the opportunity ; 

but 
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but they recalled their advanced polls into their intrenchments, and 
only Tent out their hulTars, who, as before, ventured nothing. 
This trial convinced Col. Lawrence that nothing but the certainty 
of advantage could bring them to a£lion ; and enough being done- 
to convince the country that the former retreat had not been in 
confequence of fear, he thought it heft to put an end to the expence of 
the campaign. The army marched away on the a 6th, and the enemy 
made no motion to harrafs them. On the 28th, they arrived at 
Conjeveram, where 500 Europeans, with 1500 Sepoys, remained 
in cantonments, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Forde r 
the reft returned to the garrifons and ftations from whence they 
had been drawn. Thus ended this campaign, in which the whole 
force that Madrafs and Pondicherry could bring into the field, re- 
mained 40 days within a few hours inarch of each other, and jfepa- 
rated, without a man wounded on either fide. Neverthelefs, both 
were right, according to their different views and circumftances, in 
refraining from aftion. 

The garrifon of Madura was lb much elated by the departure of 
Captain Calliaud with the beft of the troops, and by the caufe in the 
danger of Tritchinopoly, that the Jemautdars, who had made pro- 
pofals to him, would not continue any communication with Lieu- 
tenant Rttmbold and Mahomed Iflbof ; who ordered up fix of the 
1 2 companies of Sepoys from Tinivelly and Palamacotah, and moved 
the camp from the s. e. to the n. e, of the town on ^ other fide of 
riie river Vigee, in order to cut off the communical^ of the garri- 
fon with the river, from which they drew their water, as all in fhe 
tanks of the town and plain was putrid. 

The four fides of Madura front nearly to the four cardinal points. 
The river palfing from the n. w. walhcs the wall's at the n. £.. 
angle; the bed, unleis immediately after heavy rains, lies ini 
dry flats of fand, on fome of which are buildings.; the channels, 
between are fhallow. The Englifh camp extended on the nor-- 
thern fide of the river, oppoilte the angle, and within point* 
blank of part of the walls on the call and north fidea, for 
nothing was feared from the decayed artillery of the town, 
2 The 
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The gate-way of the north fide, from when^^ the garrifen got 
their water, was near the u. w, angle, and afiout 8o yards 
from the river ; on the fide of which, oppofite to the gate, they 
threw up a retrenchment, in which they kept a guard to pro- 
te«a the water-carriers. Lieutenant Rumhold, wi^i the Europeans, 
pafled the river under cover of a field piece, and having dillodged 
the guard from the pofit on the other fide, kept poffeflion, ftrength- 
ened it with better retrenchments, aijd ftationed two companies of 
Sepoys to miuntain it. This immediately obliged the enemy to 
open another gate, it was that to the fouth, and to get tlieir water 
fiom the tanks within and without the town, which foon threw 
many of them into fluxes. 

Rumbold and Mahomed Iflbof remained three or four days without 
doing any thing more, hoping to put the enemy off tl>eir guard, and 
then, taking a night when the wind blew very ftrong, advanced 
with a large party of Sepoys, carrying bundles of ftraw mixed with 
more efFeflual combuftlblcs, which they piled and let fire to againft 
the outward doors of the gateway ; which were foon confumed, and 
the party fulFered very little, being concealed by the thickn^s of 
the and ftill more protefled by the indifierence of the garri- 

fon, who knew tlieir own fecurity ; for, when advanced with a 
petard tliiough the windings of the gateway to the fecond door, 
which opened immediately into the city, the troops, to their great 
furpiiie, found the front of it bricked up with a ftrong wall ; upon 
which they rdired without delay. By this time, the Sepoys from 
Tinivell) were advancing; and Captain Calliaud, being convinced that 
the French army were not likely to return again to Tritchinopoly, had 
detached a platoon of 30 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, and an 18 
pounder, which were likewife on the road to Madura, The garrilbn 
hearing of the approach of thele reinforcements, refolved to make a 
vigorous effort before their arrival. Intelligence was received of their 
intention, and to be prepared againft it, the ground on each fide of 
the camp was fluiced 'by cutting the mound of a large tank at feme 
diftance in the rear; and Mahomed Iftbof undertook to defimd tho 
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jioft on the other fide of the river with the ufual guard of two com- 
panies of Sepoys, and the addition of a field-pieOe. On the 9th of 
the month the enemy made the fally at noon day. They were 300 
Sepoys, 200 cavalry difmounted, and 200 more on their horfes. 
The riders came round from the weft, and crofting the river, kept 
galloping on this fide the camp, but without venturing to pafs the 
fwamp ; but the foot ifluing from the north gate, which they had 
Unbricked, advanced ftreight forward to the watering poft. A (hot 
had fcarcely been fired, before the two companies of Sepoys, either 
from panic or fpite, for Mahomed Iflbof was a fevere commander, 
abandoned him, and difperfed, all but ten men, with whom he re- 
treated to a choultry, on an ifland in the river, to whicli they were 
followed by part of the enemy, whilft the reft leized the gun. Lieu- 
tenant RumWd on the danger advanced with the company of Cof- 
fres, and one of Sepoys, leaving the four other companies, and the 
field- pieces for the defence of the camp. He made his way good 
to the Choultry, where he found the fmall party of defenders 
reduced to their laft cartridge, having killed more than their own 
number of the enemy, who retreated as foon as the reinforce- 
ment came up. On the 1 ith of June, arrived the detachment from 
Tritchinopoly ; when Rumbold mounted the eighteen pounder they 
had brought, on the recovered poft. It fired three days, until moft 
of its ammunition was fpent, but without being able to make a 
pradlical breach ; and in, the mean time the enemy threw up a re- 
trenchment with a deep ditch before the breach, and ftrengthened 
the ditch wth palifades; fo that nothing could be done by af- 
fault without more force. The prefidency had forefeen this; and 
notwithftanding their other alarms, ftill continued intent on the re- 
duftion of Madura, as the moft dangerous advantage of which the 
French were likely to get pofleftion, if not immediately recovered ; 
of which fenfe nothing could be a greater proof than their infiiffi- 
cient efforts ; for the attempt required a complete army. TheJ^ 
therefore left it to the diferetion of Calliaud, to proceed again to 
the attack, with fuch a force as fliould not leave Tritchinopoly 
expofed again to too much rifque. Some days paffod in \\ aiting the 
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return of a detachment of 50 Europeans, which had come from, 
and had been lately fent back to Fort St. David ; and as foon as 
they returned, he took the field with 90 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
an eighteen-pounder, and 200 horfe fupplied by the king of Tan- 
jore : more than half the Europeans were French and Dutch de- 
serters, chofen, that none but the Englilh foldiers might be left to 
guard the French prifoners in the city. The renter Moodilee, na- 
turally timorous, and awed by the imperious temper of Mahomed 
Iflbof, had quitted the camp, and followed Calliaud when he 
marched to the relief of Tritchinopoly ; from whence he now again 
returned with him to Madura. The detachment fet out on the 
25th of June, and arrived on the 3d of July. The Sepoys called 
from Tinivelly had joined a few days before ; but Mr. Rumbold 
had neverthelefs been obliged to reduce his operations to preventing 
the garrifon from getting water from the river, and provtfions from 
the country. 

Calliaud, feeing the dexterity with which the enemy had counter- 
afted the battery of Rumbold, refolvcd to prevent them from op- 
pofing the fame obftacles to that which he intended to ercfb, by keep- 
ing them in ignorance of the part he fliould attack, until the firft 
(hot was fired. The gabions, fafcines, and platforms, were pre- 
pared in the camp ; and as foon as all were ready, the troops al- 
lotted marched on the pth at night to the watercourfe which run? 
to the weft of the city, and raifed the battery againft the curtain 
between the gateway and the tower which had been attempted by 
efcalade of the ift of May. It mounted two eighteen-pounders, 
with four field-pieces, was finiihed before the morning, and at day- 
break began to fire. The parapet of the faufle-bray was (bon beaten 
down, and the inward wall, although ftrong, was by noon (haken fo 
much, that the parapet of this likewife foil entirely, and the wall it- 
felf was fufficiently (battered, to permit a man to clamber to the top ; 
but, in this (hort time, the garrifon had ftaked the rampart behind 
.with the trunks of Halmeara trees fet on end : a few (hot knocked 
down fome, nor could any of them have been firmly fixed, and to 
Jeave the enemy no more time to prepaid farther defences, Cal- 
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Book VUI. Madura Aif» Tinivelly. 

Iiaud refolved to ftorm immediately. Of the Europeans, only the 
artillery-men were left at the battery: all the battalion-mcn, who 
were 1 20, marched, followed by the company of Cofirees, and they 
by 400 Sepoys. Calllaud led the Europeans, and Mahomed IflbolT 
the Sepoys. The garrifon had difciplined 300 of their matchlock- 
men as Sepoys; who, although much inferior to thefe troops, 
were improved far beyond their former ftate ; thefe were polled on 
the weftern gate-way, which, projedling beyond the fkufte-bray 
into the ditch, flanked the tower attacked ; and a multitude were 
crouded on the ramparts behind and on each fide of the breach. 
The troops, although galled, advanced refolutely through the ditch 
and faufle-bray, and four of the moft adive fcrambled up the 
breach to the rampart, but were immediately tumbled down dead, 
or mortally wounded. This reprefled the ardour of thofe who were 
following : an officer threw out imprudent words, and the infirmity 
vifibly caught the whole line, notwithftanding the exhortations and 
adivity of Calliaud, who was in the faufle-bray direding the aflault. 
Whofoever mounted afterwards came down without getring to the 
top, pretending the impoffibility, although the danger was as great 
in the Aufle-bray below ; for, befides the fhower of other annoy- 
ances, the enemy had prepared bags and pipkins filled with meer 
powder, to which they let fire as they tolled them down on the 
heads of the aflailants, and the fcorcli of the explofion was in- 
evitable and Intolerable. Neverthelefs, Calllaud continued the af- 
fault half an hour ; when finding that no command was any longer 
obeyed, and that much lofs had been fuftained, he ordered the re- 
treat. Four of the braveft ferjeants were killed, and as many 
woundefd, and 20 other Europeans were either killed or defpeiatciv 
wounded; of the Coffrees 10; of the Sepoys too were difabled, 
but few of this body were killed, and fewer died aftenvards of their 
wounds. 

The prelidency received intelligence of this repulfe on the 25th, 
and on the fame day two Peons, efcaped from Vizagapatam, brought 
news, that Mn Bulfy had taken that fettlement, in which weie 
k 50 European foldiers. Thefe evils were aggravated by the circum- 
VoL. II. Gg 
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1757. ftances of the times : for there is no country in which the flighteft 
' fuccefles and mifchances of war weigh fo much in the opinions both 
of friends and enemies, as in Indoftan, and a large body of Mor- 
ratoes had encamped a few days before on the weftern frontiers 
of the Carnatic, threatening the Nabob' to enter and ravage the pro- 
vince, if their demands were not complied with. 

The Nana Balagerow, after his return from Sanore, in the laft 
year, remained at Poni, in appearance attentive only to the affairs 
of Delhi, and the northern countries of Indoftan, to which he de- 
tached a very large force in Oftober ; but when he faw Salabadjing 
and Mr. Bufly proceeding with their refpeftive armies, the one to 
Aurengabad, the other to the ceded provinces, he took the field 
bimfelf with 60,000 horfe, and proceeded to the Southward, pafied 
the Krifina, and having purified his army in the ftreams of the 
Beamraw, a facred river in Viziapore, they fet off from hence in 
iFibruary. the middle of February, and marched rapidly towards Myfore^ 
carrying terror and deftrufltion wherever they came. Moft of the 
forts on the way furrendered on the firft fummons, and fuch as 
held out, were invefted, or at leaft watched by detachments, whilft 
the main body purfued ks courfo without interruption to the capital 
Seringapatam. It was (bme apprehenfions of this invafion, which had 
recalled the General, Hy derally, from Dindigul in the beginning of 
the year ; who neverthelefs was not fufficiently prepared to refift the 
invafion and the Delaway or Regent, being much frightened, 
they negociated, and agreed to pay Balagerow two millions of rupees. 
i- rti. The terms were concluded in the middle of April, and Balagerow, 
on his return to the northern divifion of Myfore, continued to 
reduce the feu ts he had left in his rear ; although many of them 
were, at this time, in the dependance of this kingdom. The 
principal of thefe, and indeed the ftrongeft in the whole country, 
lo Serah, which is likewife called Sirpi. It is fituated on a great 
mountain, 1 20 miles north of Seringapatam ; the Governor refifted 
in the beginning, but the bribes and b^teries of the Morratoe in- 
duced him ill three weeks to furrendcr. The rainy feafbn was now ’ 
approaching, when the Kriftna overflows, and becomes impaflable ; 
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and it was a maxim with Balagerow, never to remain to the fbuth- 
ward, with that obftacle between himfclf and hia capital. He 
accordingly marched away from Sirpi, with the greateft part of 
his army, 45,000 men, but left 15,000 horfe, as many foot, and 
a large train of artillery, under the command of a general named 
Balaventrow, to execute the other purpoles of the campaign, who, 
after receivmg the fubmifllons and fines of a variety of petty Poly- 
gars under the fubjedtion of Sirpi, proceeded 40 miles to the s.s.e. 
and encamped between two forts called the greater and leffer 
Balabarum, of which the greater refufed to make any fubmiffion, 
but the kellidar of the other paid 50,000 rupees. From hence 
tliey proceeded 20 miles farther eaft, and, after a fiege of 10 days, 
took Oufootah. This fort, although far diftant from the territory 
of Cudapah, belonged to the Nabob of that province. Proceed- 
ing, they fummoned the fort of Colar, fituated 20 miles beyond 
Oufeotah, and being refufed, left it in their rear, and fat down 
before Mulliavaukel, twenty miles farther on. This fort ftands on 
the higheft rock of a large mountain, and is impregnable by 
open forice. Balaventrow therefore tried money, which in four 
days gained the place. They were now within 30 miles of the 
great range of mountains which bound the Carnatic to the Weft ; 
and on the 27th of June encamped before the fort of Cudapanatam, 
fixty miles n. by w. from the city of Arcot, and commanding the 
entrance of one of the pafles into the Carnatic. Balaventrow, 
whilft preparing to attack the fort of Cudanapatam, fent forward 
letters from Balajerow, with his own, to the Nabob, and the prefi- 
dency. During the expedition to Seringapatam, Balajerow had like- 
wife written feveral to the prefidency, in which he complained, that 
the government of Bombay had given him no fhare of the plun- 
der of Gheria ; and held out his intentions of vifiting the Carnatic on 
his return from Myfore, in order toTettle, as he faid, the afiairs 
of ^he province ; but thefe were deemed expreffions merely defigned 
to intimidate, infomuch that the prefidency, in anfwer, invited him 
to come and aflift them in expelling the French, as the only 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the country. They were there- 
|bre not a little furprized to find in the letters now received from 
G g 2 Balajerow 
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Balajerow and his agent, to themfelves, and in ftiOnger termi to* 
the Nabob, a peremptory demand of the Cl)out or tribute due to fhe^ 
king of the Morratoes from the Nabobfliip of Arcot, which 
Bal^erow aflerted had been fettled by Nizamalmuluck at fix 
hundred thoufand rupees a year, four for the Carnatic, and two 
for Tritchinopoly and the fouthem countries ; but that he had re- 
ceived nothing for fix years, that is, fince the death of the Nabob' 
Anwarodean Khan : the fum he required was four millions of 
rupees. 

The city of Arcot was ftruck with confternation by the arrival 
of the Morratoes at Cudanapatam, and the Nabob himfelf appre- 
hended the incurfion of fbme of their parties even into the town, 
on which the prefidency invited and advifed him to fend the 
women and children of his family to Madrafs ; but his mother, the 
widow of Anaverdi, having fbme prejudice againfl the air of the fea 
coaft, chofe to remain at Arcot; the reft arrived cm the loth of 
July, pafting without danger, as the Englifh army were then 
before Vandiwafh. In the mean time a correfpondence by letters 
and agents was cariying on between the Nabob and Balaventrow. 
Cudapanatam, after a breach, furrendered on the 15th of July; 
when a ftrong detachment of Morratoes immediately came through 
the pafs and invefted Ambore, from which they levied a contri- 
bution, and their parties fcowered the valley of Vaniambaddy, quite 
up to the gates of Velore ; but Balaventrow himfelf, with the main 
body, remained at Cudapatnam, and fent an officer of diftinftion and 
great prudence named Armetrow., to negotiate with the Nabob : he 
arrived at Arcot on the 20th : he demanded 400,000 rupees as arrears 
from the Nabobfhip in general, with the referve of collefting from the 
forts and Polygars of the Carnatic in proportion. After much dif- 
cuffion, he confented to take aoo^ooo in ready money from the 
Nabob, and his referipts on the forts and Polygars for 250,000 more. 
Thefe terms, confidering dil circumftances, were moderate ; and the 
Nabob thinking that the prefidency would be as well fatisfied with 
them as himfelf, requefted they would furnifh the money out of the 
rents he had afligned to the Company for the expences of the war. 
But the prefidency wifhed to annul a claim, which if admitted under 

their 
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their fan^iony ought never be relinquilhed. They had, however, 
no alternative but to pay or fight ; and no contemptible means of 
reliflance were tendered to them at this very time. The Morratoe 
Morarirow, in confequence of his fubmiffions to Balajerow in the 
preceding year at Sanore, had joined and accompanied him with 6000 
horfe in the expedition to Seringapatam. They parted after the re- 
^uftion of Sirpi, and Morarirow returned to his own country with- 
out having got any thing by the campaign, not even the pay of his 
troops, which Balajerow regarded as military vailals to the Morratoe 
fovereignty. The Nabob of Cudapah had been fummoned to pay the 
chout, and had refufed ; on which Balaventrow had taken Oufcotah, 
and the Nabob armed. The neighbouring Nabobs of Sanore, Canoul, 
and Condanore, all, as well as Cudapah, Pitans, took the alarm, and 
Morarirow, whofe territory is contiguous to theirs, pretending to fear 
as much as they, propofed that all together (hould make an alliance 
with the Engliih, the Nabob of Arcot, and the Myforeans, not only 
to oppofe Balaventrow at prefent, but to prevent the invafions of Ba- 
lajerow to the fouth of the Kriftna in future. All contented, and Mo- 
rarirow, taking the lead, made the propofal to th^ Nabob and the pre- 
fidency in the moft explicit terms ^ Cudapah did fo likewife; and both 
profered tp march immediately and give battle to Balaventrow at Cu- 
dapanatam, if the Enghfli troops would join them there. The prefi- 
dency could fparc no troops, and was as much afraid of them, as of 
the Morratoes, eiitering the province ; and in this dilemma refolvcd, if 
potliblc, to procrafllnate with Armetrow until the arrival of fupplies, 
or intelligence from Europe, fhould give fome certainty to their 
conduct; and invited him to come to Madiafs,,who, on the offer 
of the Nabob to accompany him, confentcd : they arrived on the 
Sth of Auguft, and the next day conferred with the governor, who 
reprefented the merit of the Englifh nation in prefcrving the 
.Carnatic from the dominion of the French, from whom the Mor- 
ratoes would never have received any tribute, fince they had paid 
none for the northern provinces ; in the reduction of which he pro- 
lerred to join Balaventrow with a body of Englifh troops. But ^th 
thcfe arguments admitted the claim ; and Armetrow perceiving the 

evafion, 
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1757. evafioii, demanded a pofidve anfwer. The next day arttved a velTel 

Auguft/ Bombay, difpatched with letters from England, which had 

been fent ovei the delart of Arabia, and were dated the 5th of Ja- 
nuary ; they gave intelligence, that four (hips of the line, with a 
frigate, under the command of Admiral Stevens, were failed jfor 
India. This news produced no change in the temper of Armetrow,' 
whom the utmoft entreaties of the Nabob could hardly prevail on 
not to depart that evening. A confultation was held in the morn- 
ing, when it was finally deemed expedient to pay the money ; but 
on condition that 3000 hor(e (hould immediately join the £ngli(h 
troops at Conjeveram, and proceed with them to attack the French 
army, which ftlll remained at Vandiwafh. A fecond conference 
pafled, in which Armetrow was as before inflexible, aflerted the 
chout as a right, would receive nothing with any condition ; when 
the money was paid, he was ready to treat for the loan of a body 
of horfe. Various meflages and explanations, however, detained 
him until the i+th, when in the middle of the night he ordered his 
retinue, 300 Morratoes, to be in readinefs to march in the morning : 
on which the prefidency refolved to pay the money without referve ; 
and he (laid two d^s more to receive it, part in coin, and part in 
hills on the (hroffs. During the embafly, Balaventrow went with 
3000 horfe from his camp at Cudapanatam to the pagoda of Tripetti, 
which (lands 1 20 miles n. e. of that place ; they pafled through 
the ftreights of Damalcherry, and when arrived within ten 
miles, he, at the requeft of the renter who farmed the offerings, 
halted his troops ; and, proceeding himfelf with a few attendants, 
paid his devotions with much reverence one day on the top of the 
mountain, and the next, in the temples below. During the march 
and return of this pilgrim^, he reftrained all the troops which 
accompanied him from ownmitting any violences in the country 
through which they pafled : but feveral parties from the camp were 
at this time ravaging the (kirtsof the province of Cudapah. 

With the other advices from England came orders (or recalling 
Col. Adlercron and his regiment ; but according to permUflon from 

the 
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the war>oifice» moft of the common men inlifted in the Company’s 
troops; and there being no conveyance ready to carry away the reft, 
no iteration enfued in the ftrength of the army. 

The French army at Vandiwaih, as foon as the Engliih cantoned^ 
themfelves in Conjeveram, employed their Sepoys and horfe to 
ravage the country. A detachment immediately took pofteftion of 
Outramalore, and from thence plundered the diftrida of Salawauk : 
a much larger, with two field-pieces, marched into tho diftrias of 
Chittapett, where they were furprized and beaten by zoo Sepoys and* 
500 horfe from the fort. This routed body bmg reinforced, divided 
kito two, one of which plundered as for as Timery within five miles 
of Arcot, and the other to Cavantandalum within fix of Conjeveram ; 
but thefe incurfions were fo hidden and tranfitory, that no motions 
were made by the troops there to repell them. However, 100 
Sepoys were fent from the fort of Arcot, to affift Chittapct, who 
were attacked and made their way through a ftronger party of the 
enemy’s. The month of Auguft palled in tlwfe alarms, which were 
then fucceeded by one of more confequence. Of the three feafts 
which are annu^ly celebrated at Tripetti, that which falls in the 
beginning of September is held in much higher devotion than either 
of the other two, and more money is colledted in proportion, fiace 
the number of pilgrims is much greater- In the beginning of June 
Nazeabulla, the rebel governor of Nelore, returned -from Mafuli- 
patam, accompanied by eighty French Ibldiers. He, however, re- 
mained quiet until the Nabob’s troops under the command of Ab- 
dulwahab, had marched away to Arcot, and thofe of the two Poly- 
gars, Damerla Venkytapah and Bangar Yatcham, had withdrawn to 
their homes. He then took the field, but confined his operations 
to incurfions into the opener country of the Polygars, until the 
middle of Auguft, when he marched fiiddenly with his whole 
force, and fat ‘down before the fort of Cadawah, fituated within 
twelve miles of Tripetti, and belonging -to the Nabob. This mo- 
tion deft no doubt of his intention to colleft the revenue of the 
approaching feaft, which had for fome years been afligned tO' 
the company. On the firft advices of the danger, the prefidency 
1 ordered' 
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1757. ordered a detachment of 100 Europeans, with two fteld-pietes, their 
artilleiy-men, and 300 Sepoys, to march with all exp^itbn from 
Conjeveram, under the command of Captain PoHer ; and at the 
lame time ordered the two Polygars to a«£t in concert with this de- 
Srptember. tachmeiit, which fet out on the firft of September. 

On the 6th, four of the Company’s (hips from England anchored 
in the road of Madrafs. It was Ibme time that the Triton, a 
frigate of twenty guns, belonging to the fquadron, and the Re- 
venge, of the lame rate, belonging to the Company, and com- 
manded by commodore James, had been Rationed to cruize off Pon- 
dicherry, in order to intercept any of the enemy’s veflels, or give the 
intelligence of the coaft to all the Englilh Ihips they might meet ; 
and they were likewife inRru^d to take out of the firR from England 
the recruits they might bring; which were to be immediately 
landed at Fort St. David, as the fafeR and moR expeditious means 
of reRoring to that garrifon the men which had lately been taken 
from it to ferve in the expedition to Madura, and in the campaign 
of Vandiwalh. The cruizers difcovered the four Indiamen between 
Pondicherry and Fort St. David, joined them off of Alamparvah, and 
took on board all the recruits, which were 200 ; but having fallen 
30 miles to leeward, it was the 7th at 10 at night before they an- 
chored again in the road of Fort St. David. At the dawn of day they 
difcovered 1 1 Ihips at anchor, extending from the eaR to the Ibuth, 
and none at more than three miles diRance. The cruizers imme- 
diately got under weigh, and were foon convinced, that the Rrangers, 
although they Ihewed Enghlh colours, were French (hips. Never- 
ithelefs. Commodore James refolved to difembark the recruits in the 
Revenge, fending as many as the three boats of the Ihip could carry 
to the ouCfide of the furf, where they were received and landed by the 
maRbolas of the Ihore, which always begin to ply at day- break. The 
boats returning, took the reR of the recruits, but before they could 
reach the Ihip again, the foremoR of the enemy’s fquadron were 
come fo nigh, that it was neceffary to fly, and leave the boats tO^the 
Ihore. The Triton not failing lb well as the Revenge, and being 
under other reflriftions of fervicc, had not ventured the delay of 
landing the recruits Rie had taken on board, but had advanced on her 
3 way, 
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way, although (lowly, waiting for her comrade, which foon joined 
her, when both, under fuch a cloud of (ail as amazed the enemy, 
ftood before them ; but were neverthelefs fo prefled by two of their 
prime failers, which kept without, that they were obliged to fail 
through the road of Pondicherry itielf ; where a (hip of force was 
riding, which, inftead of cutting her cable, and beginning an en- 
gagment, fuflered the cruizers to pafs, whilft (he was weighing her 
anchor at the capflone to purfue them. As foon as they were be- 
yond Pondicherry, the enemy, afraid of felling to leeward of their 
port, ceafed the chafe, and anchored in the road. The cruizers then 
hailed, and agreed, that the Revenge (hould proceed immediately 
wiih the intelligence to Bengal, and the Triton to Madrafs, where 
(he anchored early the next morning. 

The council was immediately furamoned, and their determinations 
were foon taken. All the feribes in the fettlement were not adequate 
to tihe orders and advices which it became immediately neceflary to 
ilTue. The main body of the army at Conjeveram was ordered to 
come into Madrafs, the detachment with Polier recalled from Tri^ 
petti : Calliaud with the Europeans to return from Madura, whether 
taken or not, to Tritchinopoly ; if taken, to bring away likewife 
Mahomed Iflbof, with looo Sepoys. Inftrudions were lent to the 
Englilh garrifons in Carangoly, Chinglapett, and Arcot ; and intelli- 
gence of the danger to every other fort in the country fubjed to, oj- 
in the interefts of, the Nabob : advices to the prefidency of Bengal, 
and the Iquadron there; to Bombay and all the foftories on the Malabar 
coaft. A veflel was difpatched to cruize off Ceylon, with intelligence 
for the (hips daily expeiled from England. Another was fent to anchor 
off Cobelong, 20 miles to the fouth of Madrafs, in order to make 
fignals on the firft appearance of the French fquadron now at Pon- 
dicherry. 

The council at Fort St. David, not obferving, or not dlfcerning, 
the motions of the cruizers, fancied the (hips they few arriving, 
were the men of war expeded from England, with fome of the 
company’s (hips under their convoy, and in tliis perfuafiou fent one 
VoL. II. H h of 
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of the agents In a mafibola to compliment the admiral, and to deliver 
a let^«$r frfjcn the prefidency, in which, “ the admiral was re- 
“ to cruize off Ceylon, in order to encounter c^r intercept; 

“ the enemy’s, and to proteft the EngUfli fl|iips expefited on the 
“ coaft in that track of navigation ; and it vyas confidently fup,- 
“ pofcd, that Mr. Watfon, with the ftiips under his command, wovM. 
“ ainve from Bengal, in the other track, by^the middle of Scptembett 
“ when every fuccefs might be expefted, from the junction of the 
“ two fquadrons, and even I^ondicherry itfelf brought to rifque/’ 
The agent did not perceive tlw miftake until too near to efcape,, but 
had time to conceal, as he thought, the letter between two plapk^ 
of the feat : he was received on board with civility, and with the 
maffoola carried to Pondicherry. 

Several anxious days pafibd in expectation that the French fhlps 
would bear down from thence, and fcour the road of Madrafs, 
where the lols of the China Ihips would have been of much efil 
copfequence to the Company’s oommcrce. Several days more, before 
even an imperfed account cou^ be obtained, what the P'rench ihips 
were, what ibcce they brought, and what their proceedings after 
their arrival ; and it was long a&er, befQce,the motives of their con- 
dud at this time were difcovered. 

The fquadron confided of four ihips of 6 q guns, two of 50, three 
of 36, 30, and 22, and two of 16 guns, with a bomb-ketch ; in all 
1 2 veflels, moft of which ialed from France in the end of December, 
but being feparated by a gale of wind,, the laft did not arrive at Mau- 
ritius until the 25 th of June. They brought from France the re- 
giment of Lorrain, with 50 of the king’s artillery, the whole under 
the command of the Marquis de Soupires, of the rank of marfhal 
de camp, which anfwers to that, of major general with us. They 
failed on the id of July from Mauritius to the ifle of Bourbon, 
where they took on board Mr. Bouvet, who was appointed to con- 
dud the fquadron to India ; he was governor of this ifland, and one 
of the abled navigators belonging to France. On the 15th, they 
arrived at Foule Point 'on Madagalcar, where they remained the red 
of the month taking in provifipns, of which their own Blands were 
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Dot able to furnilb a fufficiency. Fr6m hence they failed on the 1757' 
ift of Auguft, and on the 9th of September, the day after their ai- s' mnjbcr 
rival at Pondicherry, landed 983 men of Lorrain, of which 63 weic 
(ick, the 50 artillery-men, and 60 volunteers from Bourbon, with 
thrir equipages ; befides which had been embarked in the (hipsi 20 
pieces of battering camtoii, fonle mortars, and a gteat number of 
bombs and balls, M. Soupires, who by his commiffion took the 
diredion and command of all military operations, fummoned a 
mixed council, of the military, the marine, and the civil govern- 
ment, in which he propofed that the (hips and troops (hould im- 
mediately invert; and blockade Fort St. David ; but the letter from the. 
prefidency of Madrafs to the Englifli Admiral had been difeovered In 
theMaffoola, and raifed fuch a confternation in the French fquadron, 
by the apprehenfions of feeing every hour a force fuperiotto their own, 
that Mr. Bouvet declared he had done enough in landing the troops, 
and ftiould fail immediately back to the illands : no arguments could 
change his refolution, nor would he wait to dlfembark the artillery 
and heavy ammunition, becaufe they ferved as part of the ballart in 
the different Ihips, which It would require fifteen days to Ihlft and 
rcinrtate in a condition fit for failing. Thus was much detriment 
prevented by the accident of difeovering the letter, which, at the 
time it happened, was deemed a great mifchance. 

The fudden departure of the French fliips diminifhed in fbme 
degree the apprehenfions which had been raifed by their arrival. The 
army from Conjeveram was ordered to encamp on the plain near 
Madrafs ; the detachment with Polier, which had returned as far 
as Tripaflbur, to march back and protect the feaA at Tripetty, until 
concluded : and Calliaud was permitted to continue before Madura, 
if any chance remained of getting the place. 

This officer, very infirm befoic, fell dangeroufly ill Immediately 
after the repulfe of the laft attack, and was obliged to retire to the 
neighbouring village of Trivalore, where he lemained until the 4th 
of Auguft, before his health v\as fufficiently reftored to endure the 
fatigues of the camp; however, tliis time was not entirely loft. The 
greater and leffer Moravais, at his fifllcitalon, lent tlulr tioops as fai 
II h 2 
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1757. as Coilguddy, ready to a£t on call. The Polygar Catabominague 

g came himfelf with 1000 Colleries. Myanah, who was the fugitive 

governor of Madura when Maphuze Khan came into the countiy, 
quitting the recefles of Nattam, and difclaiming all farther con- 
nexions- with the rebels, came to the camp, with a large retinue, 
fome troops, and, as a proof of his fincerity, brought his family : 
by his influence the afliftance of moft of the Nattam colleries was 
fecured. Nabey Cawn Catteck, the ancient colleague of Myana, kept 
himfelf concealed in the woods of Moravar, without making any 
efforts to the garrifbn ; and what perhaps was equal to any one 
of thefe advantages, 50 Eurtqjeans, and a nine-inch mortar, had ar- 
rived at the camp from Tritchlnopoly. 

With the other defe<SHons, the Jemautdars in Madura, had reafbn 
to doubt of the afllftance they expefted from Maphuze Khan with 
the weftexn Polygars of Tinivelly, and from the Myforeans at 
Dindigul. 

Five hundred horfe and a thoufand foot remained with Maphuze 
Khan at Nellitangaville, when Berkatoolah left him and came 
away to defend Madura, which Calliaud at the fame time was march- 
ing to attack with the main body of the Englifh troops from Tini- 
velly. As loon as Calliaud was out of fight, Maphuze Khan and 
the Pulitaver took the field, and were joined by other Poylgars,. which 
all together made up a camp of 10,000 men. This army marched 
from Nellitangaville in the latter end of April, and advanced beyond 
Alvar Couichy within 15 miles of Tinivelly, but were deterred by 
the Sepoys left there from attempting the town ; nor did they im- 
mediately plunder or terrify the inhabitants of the open countiy, 
becaufe the harveft, from which they intended to collect money, 
would not be reaped until the middle of June ; however, they puh- 
lifhed their mandates that all who were accountable to the renter 
Modilee Ihould then become accountable to them. In the mean 
time Maphuze Khan negotiated with the king of Travancore for 
alTiftance, with the profer of Calacad and all the other diftrifls to 
which the king had ever made any pretcnfion, and more ; hut, left 
this fhould fril, he, with his ufual uncertainty renewed his negoti- 
ations 
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atlons with the Engliih, and fent off an agent with letters to Cal- 
liaud, propofing to rent the country from them on the fecurity of 
fubAantial Ihroli. Lieutenant Rumbold iseceived thefe oilers whilA 
Calliaud- was returned to the relief of Tritchinopoly, and, thinking, 
^hena worth attention, fent a Jemautdar of Sepoys named Ramanaig, 
with an intelligent Moorman, to confer with Maphuze Khan in 
^is camp. They were accompanied by an efcort of 50 Sepoys ; . but 
juft before their arrival, Maphuze Khan had received information, 
that the fix companies of Sepoys, of the twelve left at Tinivelly and 
Palamcotah, were ordered to join the camp at Madura ; which 
changed his fchemes, and inftead of negotiating, he furrounded the 
two deputies and their efcort with his horle, and threatened to put 
them all to the fword, if they did not fend an oider to the Sepoys 
in garrifon at Palamcotah to deliver the fort to him. The deputies 
with their efcort ftood to their arms, and faid, they would rather 
die; but, juft as the fight was going to begin, one of Maphuze Khan’s 
Jemautdars,, named Ally Saheb, declared his deteftation of the 
treachery, and joined the Sepoys with the horfe. of his command ; 
on which the reft recoUefted therafolves, and retired ; but Ally 
Saheb, having ftill fome fufpicions for the fafety of the deputies and 
their efcort, marched with them to Palamcotah, and delivered them 
fafe inta the fort. Soon after the fix companies of Sepays began 
their march from Tinivelly to Madura,, and the harveft began, on 
which the.enemy’s army entered the town, where Maphuze Khan 
proclaimed his dominion, which his agents and dependants exercifed 
with much violence and injuftice. Even the fliroffs, or hankers, did 
not efcape ; although the neceflity and neutrality of their occupation 
proteifts their perlbns and property throughout Indoftan from the vio- 
lence either of the defpot or the conqueror. The main body of his 
army invefted the fort of Palamcotah, which the Sepoys within 
eafily defended, and with lofs to the enemy ; but there was dan^r. 
from fcarcity of provifions ; to prevent which, Buflaponiague, the 
commander of the Sepoys, follioited the alfiftance of the Polygar 
Catabominugue, who ftipulated the ceffion of fome lands convenient 
to his diftrifts ; which being promifed, he took the field with his 
7 own. 
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1757. own troops, and Fhole of his dependant of Etiaporum. On their 
bcptcniber arrival the garrifon Tallied, and in a flight IkirmKh obliged the 
enemy to raile the fiege : after which, the two Polygars returned to 
th?ir homco, and Catabommaigue from his, came and joined the 
Engldh camp before Madura. Maphuzc Khan continuing at Tini-** 
velly, neither fent money or troops to the Jemautdars, but j^flered tho 
incomes to be diflipated, notwithftanding Berkatoolah had continually 
reprelented to him, that the (carcity of provifions in Madura was 
daily increaling from the want of money to pay for them, and of 
parties in the field to facilitate their importation. 

Berkatoolah was at the fame time equally difappointed of the ar- 
rival of tlie Myforeans, which had long been promifed from day to 
day, and more lately with aflurance that Hyderally himfelf was 
come to Dindigul to command them in perfbn ; but, on more diligent 
enquiry, it was difeovered that Hyderally was ftill at Seringapatam, 
and that the troops at Dindigul did not exceed the ufual garrifon. 
Thus deferted, he refolved to treat with Calliaud, and profered to 
deliver the city, if the Englifh would pay the arrears due from 
Maphuze Khan to the. troops within ; but made no ftipulation for 
thofe who had been their former comrades and were now cither with 
Maphuze Khan, or any where elfe out of the town. The arrears he 
ftated at 1 ,600,000 rupees, but, on account of fums levied in the 
country, offered to abate 400,000 : thefe propolals were figned by 
himfelf and four of the principal Jemautdars, Calliaud, after treat- 
ing them for feme time with contempt, propofed his own ; which 
were, to pay 100,000 rupees for the arrears to the troops, 20,000 
as a prefent to Berkatoolah himfelf, 8000 to each of the four Je- 
mautdars who had figned with him, and 2000 to each of the com- 
manders of the three companies of Sepoys ; in all 1 50,000. Many 
days and meflages pafl^ in chaffering concerning the money ; during 
winch the Polygars kept their watches fo ftridlly in the country 
round, that no provifions could be carried in, and tlie inhabitants 
were reduced to rice alone, and that without fait ; on which all, not 
occupied in military fervices, left the town, and were permitted to go 
away unmolefted. At the fame time the former battery was ftrength- 

ened. 
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cned, and enlarged to the capacity of receiving all the artillery, 1757. 
which were two eighteen-pounders, 10 field-pieces, and a nine-inch — - — ’ 

mortar. Every day the diftrefs increafed ; and in* the beginning of 
Septenober hprfemen daily came over to the camp. On the 7th 
Csdliaud informed Berkatoolah that his battery was ready, and would 
open the next morning ; after which, no terms of coiapofition would 
be reedvedr The negotiator was a relation of Berkatoolah, whom 
Calllaud had attached by generofides, and Berkatoolah believed: 
his reprefetitations in this decifive moment prevailed ; and he re- 
turned on the raoming of the 8th with the treaty figned : the fum 
agreed was 170,000 rupees, ao,ooo more than the fii ft offer; and at 
noon Calliaud with the troops were received into the town. This 
important acquifition was made on the veiy day tliat Mr. de Soupires 
with the French forces landed at Pondicherry. 

The. prefidency received the news on the i6th. It was the only 
advantage which had been guned during the lofles and dif* 
trefles to which the company’s affairs in Coromandel had been ex- 
pofed fince the departure of the armament to Bengal ; it would have 
been deemed of the higheft importance even in fortunate times ; and 
at prefent was the more acceptable, becaufe fcarcely within ex- 
pediatlon ; for, had- the furrender been protrafted until the arrival of 
the French fquadron had been known to the garrifon, little chance 
would have, remabed of gaining the place ; which continuing in the 
pofleflion of enemies confederated with the French, would have 
greatly influenced many fubfequent events, by means which were 
now entirely precluded. 

In the mean time the French at Pondicherry were holding councils 
what to do with their new force. It having been determined not to 
attack Fort St. David, from apprehenlions of the Englifh Iqua- 
dron, Tritchinopoly would probably have been the objeft, if Mr. 

Soupire hadnot been inftru^d to refrain from any diftant enterprize, 
which might impair the force under his command, before the ar- 
rival of a greater which was followmg from France ; when both 
united might attempt any thing. It was therefore refolved to 
X iuft 
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1757, aft in the country between Pondicherry and the Paliar, and to 
September Chittapet. The French troops, which had 

taken the field before the arrival of the fquadron, were flail remain- 
ing in their camp at Vandiwalh, and on the 21ft appeared in fight 
of Chittapet, where, on the 25th, they were joined by 300 of the 
regiment of Lorrain, and a tndn of artillery from Pondicherry. 

Tlie advance of the French troops created no little confternation 
in the city of Arcot, and incidentally became the cauie of much 
confulion there. The Nabob had left the government of the city 
to his brother Abdulwahab, afliflied by the councils of his mother, 
of Sampetrow, who had been the Duan or minifter of his father, 
and of Ebrar Cawn, the Buxey or general of the troops. Many of 
the cavalry levied for the expedition to Nelore, had lately quitted 
his forvice for want of pay ; fome had enlifted with the French at 
Vandiwafh, others with Mortizally at Velore. The defertion con- 
tinuing, one Dana Sing, a ftraggling Jemautdar, came in the be- 
ginning of September, and encamped near the fuburbs of Arcot with 
a hundred horfe, intending to increafe the number, by enlifting 
fuch as left the Nabob’s forvice, and then offer the whole to the beft 
bidder. Thefe praftices are lb common in Indoftan, that a body of 
cavalry may encamp between two oppofite armies, and remain un- 
molefted by either, whilfl: undecided which to join ; and Dana Sing, 
relying on the cuftoms he knew, prolecuted his bufinefs without re- 
ferve, and even with the knowledge of the Englilh commandant in 
the fort, whom he fometimes vifited. But malicious perfons, who 
were in pofleffion of the confidence of the commandant, began to 
infinuate, that the former as well as the prefent defertions were the 
effects of collufion and treachery, between the troops and Abdul- 
wahab with the others to whom the Nabob had entrufted the go- 
vernment. Their artifices awakened his fufpicions, which began to 
fee the phantoms of plots and confpiracies, after which the flightefl: 
incidents became proofs to his credulity, and unluckily one hap- 
pened, which might have railed miftruft in a more fagacious mind. 
The Nabob’s mother had in appanage the fort jof Chitore, lituated 
in the mountains, about 20 miles from the pagoda of Tripetti, and 

governed 
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adjacent doittain, t^thout the interference of 1757. 
any other authority. Being old andnnfirm, was fo much fright- s^p^^niber. 
ciled^ by the it^rts and' approach of the ^Ventii troops, that ihe 
packed up her treafure ^d valual^' effe^s with fi^me of Abdul- 
wfehab’if Intending to ftnd thenrjto Chitore. The fame malice 
tvhich had already prejudiced, eai^y perfuaded the commandant, 
thfet' bbth the mother and fon int^ded to make their efcape from 
the city, and take refuge with fome ofoth^^r of the Nabob’s enemies. 

Every perfoil and every citcumftance were now fhfpefted of treafon ; 
a' party of Sepoys ftized Sampetrow, another the Jemautdar Dana 
Sing; and borfi were put into confinement. EbrarCawn was obliged 
to depart from the city, the very interpreter and the news-writer of the 
Morattoes were likewife compiled to The firft carriages which 
were proceeding to Chitore, were likewife Hopped and brought to the 
fOAt, and with them fevcral female attendants bdonging to the Nabob’s 
mother, over whofe palace a ftrong regard was fet, to prevent her 
efcape ; end all letters were intercepted. Abdulwahab, fufpefting 
as much mifehief as he was fufpefted of, went off with 40 horfemen 
in the nl|ht, it was the 24tli of September, nor thought himfelf 
fafe untiPhe reached Chitone ; the next day his houfe was fearched, 
and the r|ioft valuable of his effefis, with all his papers, were feized. 

For three days and three nights all the Sepoys of the garrifon were 
marching^ and counter-marching, talung and changing poHs, as if the 
town had been inverted, and in danger of being forced by an army 
of 40,00*9 men ; whereas, luckily, it was not neceffary to fire a 
fingle mOft.et : neverthelefs the commandant could not be perfuaded 
of this fecurity, and obliged the Nabob’s mother to quit the city on 
the 27th^ under artrong guard from his garrifon, which efcoited her 
to Covr^auk. The Prcfidency heard thefe tidings with amaze- 
ment, and finding by 'the intercepted letters that no evil defigns had 
been intended by any of the aggrieved, made candid apologies to all ; 
and immediately fent another officer to take the command of the 
fiirt. The Nabob and his mother were convinced and appeafed ; 
bnt Abdulwahab, either from pride, or feme hopes of obtaining an 
VoL. 11 . I i indt- 
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1^5^. independaoteilabliihment, wpuld not return from CfadtOre, but levied' 
troops, and correfponded with the Morattoes. 

On the firft of Odober^ My. Soupire encamped the reft of the X>mi- 
rain regiment at Valdoor, as a body of obferv^tion ready either to inter*^ 
cept any fuccours which might he Tent from. Fort St. David, pr nr 
march to the Paliar, if the main body of the£ng&h force at Madrafe 
fhould take the field to interrupt the fiege of Chittapet. The keilidar, 
on the firft motion of the French troops, fawhis danger, and in 
prcfiing, but manly terms, the alfiilance of the prefidency. It waa 
then alinoil too late, for the Englifh had no force at tmd, fufii- 
cient to make their way through the firft divifion which had let 
down before his fort ; neverthelefs ftratagem and adHvity might have 
condu(S):ed Tome. Unfortunately the Nabob Mahomedally bore a 
deep grudge againft the kellidar, for offences which power rarely 
pardons. He had received his appointment from Murzafajing, 
which had been confirmed by Naziijing, and by his fucceflbr, the pre- 
fent Subah, on the conditions of the ancient governors of forts in 
Indoftan, appointed by the Mogul to reftrain inftead of ftrengthen* 
jng the hands of the Nabob, againft whom the kellidar is obliged, 
in many inftances, to (hut his gates. Nizar Mahomed never (quitted 
this idea of his own dignity, keeping his court, conftituting officers, 
and levying troops, without alking the Nabob’s confent or approba- 
tion ; and fome months beft>re aggravated his offence by receiving a 
commilfion from Salabadjing, appointing him, in addition to his; 
own, and with equal privileges, governor of the neighbouring fort 
of Polore, from which his diftrids had been often molei^d. The 
patents were ulhered into Chittapet with much ceremony^ and pro- 
claimed to the garrifon and vaflals with oftentatiop, immediately after 
which the kellidar took the field with the greateft part of his force» 
and marched againft Polore. The Nabob, ftung and exafperated, re- 
proached the prefidency with the proceedings of tlieir ally, whonv' 
having formerly ferved in Bengal under the Nabob Aliayerdy, he ap- 
cufed of a ftrid): connexion with his fuccellbr Surajahdowlahj from 
whom he alledged the kellidar had lately received a laige, {vtxoroi 
money, to be employed in conjunAion with the French at Pwidi- 
I cherry, 
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cheriy^ «&the«li<lrife of Ms own government and the Engliih affiurs 1757. 
in the Camalxe. The piefidency reprimanded the kellidar for the 
ipteidperande^df hU coiiduft againft Polore, who immediately re- ” ' 
tired;' and^ with a franktiefs fcarcely compatible with dif- 

famulationif ittid from‘ 'thi8 time, which was the end of the laft 
y«tfrv''he eemthindd' to inform them of his wants, tranfadlions, 
ajul’^'oppreheniions. Neverthelefs, the Nabob’s reprefentations 
(filch is the infirmity of human nature, which enters even into 
public councils) feft fiifpicions : otherwife, means would, in all pro- 
bability, have been contrived to have thrown 100 Europeans inti^ 
the fort at this jun&ure ; nor would they before have neglefted to 
fupply it with fome pieces of cannon, which the kellidar had often 
follicited. The fort of Chittapet is built of ftone, and is exten- 
fWef being within the ditch 540 yards from north to fouth, and 
43W on the other fides ; it has round towers at the angles, and in 
each of theft a high cavalier ; befidcs which, it has only 10 fquare 
towers, three on the longeft, and two on each of the other lides. 

But all theft towers are much more fpacious, than in the generality 
'l 5 f the forts of Coromandel ; and the gateway on the northern fide is 
the largeft ^ile of this conftruflion in the Carnatic, bemg capable of 
containing dn its terraffes, five hundred men drawn up under arms. 

The feuffe-bray is Ikirted by a ftreight and flight parapet without 
proje&ions into the ditch, which is fiipplied with water, but with 
the ufual nf^ligence of Indian fortifications, was at this time in fome 
parts fordable. Adjacent to the weftern fide of the fort, nearly of 
the fame eiftcttt, is a pettah, enclofed by a mud wall with round 
towers. The French carried the pettah by aflault, in which they 
eftablifhed their breaching battery; erecting likewife two others, 
without, to enfilade. The principal battery, as foon as compleated, 
was rendered ufelefs by an exceflive fell of rain, and as foon as 
repaired, the kellidar fellied, killed part, and drove the reft of the 
guard away, difinounted the cannon, and carried off the ammumtiem 
and tools. 

li 2 
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The Dews of this fuccefs determined the prefidawy 'to fiqipoet 
the kellidar ; they ordered the commandant at Arcot to fend a rein- 
forcement of Europeans and Sepoys with a fiipply of ammnnkiolrj 
requefted the Nabob to fend what horfe hfe had ready, and Arine+* 
trow, with his detachment of Morattoes, td join and accompaty" 
the reinforcement j and, moreover, promHittg to bear the expencej' 
follicited Balaventrow to detach a larger body of Morattoes, 
to harrafs the enemy’s pofts, and intercept tlieir convoys. 
But the Nabob’s horfe feeing no ready money. Would not expofe 
themfelves ; Armetrow was gone to pay his devotions at Tripetti 
and Balaventrow, wkh the main body of his army, had left-Cada- 
pailatam, and was advanced feveral marches towards Viziapore. 
In this interval the French troops which had been kept back at. 
Valdore arrived before Ghittapet, and with the former force were fuf- 
ficierit to inveft it on all fides, and prevent the introduftion of any • 
fuccours. 

By the 13th, the breach “hras prafticable, when the French fum- 
moned the kellidar, who anfwered, that he waited the adault. Iii' 
the enfuing night a party, in which were the grenadiers of Lorrain,t 
concealed themfelves near die* great gateway, where the ditcfa was* 
fordable, and at dawn of day' the main body advanced fiojn the bat- 
tery to the breach, when the fignal was thrown up for the other 
party to efealade, which fucceeded beyond their expeftation,^ 
meeting few to oppofe them; for the greatefe part of the gar- 
rifon were affembled with the kellidar ap their head at the breach, 
which they defended manfully, until he fell dead, fhot by 
two muiket balls: at the fame infeant the efealade had gained 
the terrafs of the gateway, from which th^ proceeded along the 
rampart, driving all before them until they came in flank of the. 
breach, where their fire and onfet confounded the refiftance againfe* 
the main afilault, which, a few minutes after gained the rampart 
likewife, when the conqueror fpared neither the proftrate nor the 
fugitive, excepting the Englifli foldiers, whowere nineteen, tftwhom 
quarter was offered, which they accepted. None other of the garrifbn 
efcaped, excepting fuch as jumped from the walls^ and gained the 

plain ; 
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plm; amQQgflilsrhwOrWefe about 50 of the EnglUh Sepoys. Fire 
was fet to the 4well»»g of the kellidar, probably becaufe the women 
ha4 bdrrh:ai^ t^eir apartments ; and an event is told ,c(»icerning 
the«f«t& of principal wife, which, to fave a disgrace tp human 
naturO) Ml not ntpeat. Thus fell Nizar Mahomed, a viflim 
tohia.S3Qd faith, although fufpeded of treachery, and with the ut- 
gallantry, although fcarcely believed to be brave. The pre- 
hdonCy much regretted his fall, becaufe owing in fome meafure to^ 
their own negteft, by which their other allies might be rendered dif?- 
fident of their adiHance in the hour of danger and diftrefs. 

Nazeabull^h, on the approach of the detachment with Polier,. 
broke up his camp before Cadawah, and retired to Nelore ; where 
he flopped all the votaries pafling from the northward through his 
territory to the feafl at Tripetti, of which the income by this hiter- 
oeption was conflderably diminilhed; as foon as concluded, the de- 
tachment returned to Madrafs, where they arrived on the 25 th of 
September, but in the way Polier fent off two companies of Sepoys 
to reinforce thole already at Conjeveram. The fall of Chittapet 
alarmed the prefldency for all their out ^rrifons ; and precautions 
were taken ip proportion to their importance. Carangoly ftandiug 
1 5 miles s.w;, of Chkiglapet, on the fouth fide of the Paliar, and near 
the late acqu^itions of the French, was garrilbnedby 300 Sepoys; but 
as its walls were in a ruinous condition, they were ordered to retreat, 
on imminent^anger, to Chinglapet, and to repair thither if Chinglapet 
were threatened before them. What diflridts were beyond Carangoly, 
and occupied, only by flight parties of the enemy’s troops, were con- 
figned to the recovery and management of Murzafabeg, a par- 
tizan recommended by the Nabob, who was to account for nothing, , 
and maintain them as he could, out of the revenues he might 
colled. Stores, ammunition, and fome Europeans were fent to > 
Arcot; and Timary, Covrepauk, Cavantandelum, and twp or three 
other, but fmaller forts, were ordered to ad, in refped to Arcot, as 
Carangoly to Chinglapett. But the Prench army, fearful of ven- 
tttiiug too far from Pondicheriy, and flill more, of oiolSngj the 
• a . , . 'Paliar, ; 
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1757. Paliar, as the rains were approaching, unexpeOiddj^ 

Chitta^t to the Ibuth, and went againft TrinoiDalce- 

During thefe operations and alarms in the Carnatic, the ariwid of 
the French fquadron had created equal apprehenfions in the 
countries. Calliaud received the intelligendi from Devi Cotab and 
Fort St. David feveral days before the advices from the prefidei^ 
could reach Madura, and t^thout delay began his inarch back to 
Tritchinopoly, with all the Europeans ; but left Mahomed Iflbof 
with the Sepoys and the reft of the camp, to defond Madura and its 
dependencies, and to recover and proted, as far as the force and oc» 
cafions allowed, the diftrids ofTinivelly: for the timidity ofMo> 
dilee could not ftand the held ; and dreading ftill more to be left 
alone with Mahomed lilbof, he again accompanied Captain Calliaud ; 
who the day after he left Madura, met at Nattam the firft letters 
of the prehdency ordering both himfelf and Mahomed Iftbof to return 
immediately toTrtchinopoly ; neverthelcfs feveral arrangements, ne- 
ceilary on a new acquifition of fuch importance, induced him to con- 
tinue Mahomed Iffoof ten days longer at Madura. On the 20th, he 
himfelf arrived with the Eumpeans, 250, at Tritchinopoly, where 
he was foon ^fter informed, that the whole of the French force had 
taken the field ; and sdthough in the interval he received orders coun- 
termanding the return either of himfelf or Mahomed Iftbof, he now 
preferred the firft idea of being ready to make head at Tritchino- 
poly, with a ftrong force, wril the feafon, intelligence, or the 
chance of war, might determine what might juftly be apprehended 
from the operations of the enemy. Accordingly Mahomed Iftbof with 
a thoufand Sepoys, followed him and arrived at Tritchinopoly on the 
ftth of Oftober. In the mean time Berkatoolah had been fent with 
propofols to induce Maphuze Khan to quit theTinivelly country, but 
the arrival of the French force had elevRted him with fuch hopes, 
that he rejected all terms excepting the government both of Madura 
and Tiniveily at certain tributes, which Iw never intended to pay. 
This aniwer Mahomed Iftbof received before he left Madura; as 
aMb certain intelligence that Hiderally, the Mylbre general, was 
.at length arrived with a confiderable force at Dindigul : and, as the 

fetting 
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fetting the Carnatic had by this time removed all 1 757. 

appreheniSoDS ofinwncdiate danger to Tritchinbpoly, notwithftand- 
ing the ttiidulEhi^ of Chittapet, CaiUaud refolved that Mahomed 
Ifibof fliptdd return again to Madura with the troops he had brought,, 
as {ooR ae tb^ were refreihed and furnilhed ^th Tome additional 
equipments. They accordingly fet out on the aoth of Odl(d)er. 

On the 1 6th, the fame day that the prel^ency received the newS: 
of the lofs of Chittapett, arrived a vei^l from Bengal with authen- 
tic advices-^of the revolution in that province produced by the fuc- 
cefs at Plafl^r: the fucceeding days and veffels brought to the com- 
pany, and to individuals, fome part of the treafure which had been< 
poured into Calcutta by that extraordinary event, and the reputa- 
tion of a credit, adequate to the utmoft wants of the Engliih ^irs. 
in Coromandel : but this unexpefled prof^rity was fomewhat cloud- 
ed by the certainty of not receiving back any part of their troops- 
in this feafon of neceffity^ Nor were any of the Ihips of war to be* 
expeded; for Admiral Pococke, on hearing of the French fqua- 
dron, had taken the refolution of remaining in the Ganges untih 
January, for Ae proteftion of Calcutta, and in expeftation of being 
joined there by the (hips coming from England ; (bon after, arrived 
the Q^eenlboipugh frigate, difpatched by Commodore Stevens in 
Auguft, from 3 t. Auguftine’s bay in the ifland of Madagafcar, with, 
information of his intentions to proceed with the four (hips under 
his command,: to Bombay, from whence they could not reach the , 
coaft until the, beginning of the next year; but the approach of the 
tempeftuous feafon leflened this difappointment, as it was known that 
the French themlclves expefted no more (hips of force during this . 
interval. 

The French army from Chittapet appeared before Trinomalee 
on the 1 8th. This place, notwithftandbg the gallant defence of, 
Berkatoolah in 1753, is more famous for its fandlity than ftrength;. 
it is (ituated 30 miles s. s. w. of Chittapet, and 30 w. of CHngee,. 
a craggy mountain, about two miles in circumference, and rifiiig.. 
in the middle to a great height, hath, behdes others, on the highefe 

rock,. 
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1757. rock, fl fmall chapel, which is held in extreme' vencHitidh,* from d 
tOflober" perfuafion, that whdfoever, except the appointed Braiiahis, fhould 
prefume to enter it, would immediately be confumed by a fubterra- 
neous fire, rifing for the occafion. On the weftem fide is a large 
pettah, furrounded by a flight mud wall ; it was this Bericatool^ 
defended ; from which are the only paths leading to the chapels, 
and in the iniiermoft part immediately under the mountain, is a 
fpacious and well-built pagpda, the refidence of a multitude of 
Bramins and their families, as well as of the images to which the 
whole mountain and pagoda are confecrated. The mountain, pet- 
tah, and a fpace of arable land to the eaftward, is enclofed by a 
bound hedge, fuch, although not ib thick fet, as that of Pondi- 
cherry. The Nabob’s governor and garrifon abandotried the pettah 
on the appearance of the French army ; which then feparated into 
various detachments againft various places. The neighbouring kel- 
lidar of Polore furrendered on the firft fummohs, and the ftronger 
fort of Arni, redeemed the attack, which was threatened, althougli 
November, ^ot intended, for a fum of money. On the 4th of November the" 
flrongeft of the detachments commanded by Saubinet appeared be- 
fore the fort of Thiagar, otherwife called Tagadurgam. This 
Hands 30 miles fouth of*Trinomalee, in the high road to Volcon- 
dah and Tritchinopoly, It confifts of two fortifications, on a high 
mountan, one above, but communicating with the other, and a 
pettah on the plain to the eaftward, which has not only the com- 
mon defence of a mud wall, but is likewifc furrounded at a fmall 
diftance by an impenetrable hedge ; from which the cannon and 
mulketry of the French detachment could not remove the match- 
lock men who defended it, concealed themfelves, and hitting every 
thing that appeared in fight; after two days trial, Saubinet received 
ordeN’to return to Pondicherry, and all the other detachments were 
reoatled at the fame time. They had reduced eight forts in the 
neighbourhood of Chittapet, Trinomallee, and'Gingee, and eftablilhed 
renters in the diftridts wMch depended on them. 

As foon as the rains abated, thegarrilbns of .Odtramalore and 
•Chittapet fent out parties to attack the diftcids and fmaller forts de- 
pendant 
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pendant on Carangoly and Arcot, and flight Ikirmiflies cnfned witli 
various fuccefs. The harveft ripening in the beginning of Novem- 
ber, Murzafabeg totJe port with 300 Sepoys levied by himfclf, and 
other force, in the fort of Trivatore, which, {landing midway be- 
tween Outramalore and Arcot, w^as the mofl central fituatiou to 
protect the diftrifts under his own management : tlie fort being 
llroog enough to refill a fudden affault, parties detached from it 
frequently beat away thofe of the enemy, fent to levy money from 
the villages, for the redemption of their grain in the field, until the 
enemy invefted the fort with 800 Sepoys, joined by fome Europeans, 
with three field-pieces. Captain Richard Smith commanding at this 
time in Arcot, on notice of the danger, detached five companies of 
Sepoys with a platoon of Europeans, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Wood, who, halting near Trivatore during the night of 
the 1 3th of December, fell upon the befiegers at day-break the next 
morning, beat up all their polls, and took their field-pieces, with 
which he returned the day after to Arcot ; but left one of his com* 
panics of Sepoys to reinforce Trivatore. On the a8th 500 Sepoys 
came again and took pofleffion of the pettah, but were driven away 
by the garrilbn on the lafl day of the year. At the fame time ano- 
ther party from Outramalore blocked up two companies of Sepoys, 
placed in the mud fort of Cavantandelum, which {lands about 10 
miles to the n.w. of Outramalore, and about midway between Sala- 
wauk and Conjeveram. Enfign Banatyne marched with five com- 
panies froi^ Carangoly, and beat the Enemy away ; but deeming 
the poll untenable, withdrew the guard. Thus ended the year in 
the diftridls of the Carnatic near the Paliar. 

The Morattoe, Balaventrow, Immediately after the conclufion of 
Armetrow’s negotiation, and his own devotions at Tripetti, 
marched with the main body of his army from the pafs of Cu- 
dapanatam, into the country of Cudapah. The Nabob of this 
province had aflemblcd his force, 6000 horle, and had been joined 
by thole of Canoul, with 3000 more, all reputed, although not 
really, Pitans. This army waited for the enemy near the city of 
Cudapah, which {lands about 150 miles n. and by w, of Arcot, 
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1757, and is an open town. The Morratoes, contrary to their ufual 
D ecembe/ eager for a decifive battle as the Pitans. It“was 

on the 24th of September with much fury, and ended wfdi the 
death of the Nabob of Cudapah ; the city fell a prey to tHe djnque* 
rors, who plundered every thing, and found a valuable booty.. Ba- 
laventrovv foon after received, with the requefl: of the prefidcncy, 
an order from Balajerow, to aflift the Englifli, and immediately 
detached 1000 horfe to Arcot; but they did not arrive until Chit-- 
tapet was taken ; and the fubfequent motions of the French 
threatening no forts of importance, which it was in the power of 
the Englifo force to proteft without rifquing a general battle, the 
prcfidency Ipared the expence of taking this cavalry into their pay ; 
which however did not join the French, but remained with Arme- 
trow at Arcot until the 5th of December ; when he proceeded with 
them and his former efcorte to Vclore, where they remained quietly 
until the end of January, waiting the orders of ]^laventrow. 

The only attempt made by the French troops, after the retreat of 
their army into Pondicherry, was againft Palamcotah near the Co- 
leroon, which they invefted, in the beginning of December, with 
100 Europeans, fome field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, from the gar- 
rifon of Chilambarum, but, having no battering caimon, they were 
only able to get pofleflion of the pettah, from whence they col- 
lefted the revenues of the lands dependant on the fort, which, as 
we have faid in a former part of our narrative, were an appanage of 
the Nabob of Cudapah, and were commanded by one of his near 
relations. The death of the late Nabob did not alter the depen- 
dance, and as he had been for fome time on friendly terms with the 
Englilh, 5P Sepoys, with as much anxmunition as they could carry, 
were fent from Fort St. IXvid, and found means to get into the fort. 

Whilft Mahomed Iflbof was waiting the decifion of his return from 
Nnitmhr, Tritchinopoly to Madura, Hyderally had marched from Dindigul, 
took the fort of Sholavanden without refiftance, and entered the dif- 
trifts of Madura without oppofition. He continued feveral days 
under the walls of the city ; but, finding it much ftronger than he 
expefted, contented himfolf with plundering the country, fend- 
ing. 
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iag off the cattle and other booty to Dindigul. On the ap- 1757. 
jpp yyh pf JVIahomed Iflbof, betook poft'witha part of his army 
1^^ ^ of the pafs of Nattam, in order to intercept his 
’ '^y&homed Iffoof without hefitation attacked, and, with 
t^f s’ Advantage of fuperior difcipline, and the execution of his field- 
|)ieoes, obliged the Myforeans to give way ; who, decamping tlic 
night, croffed the country to Chevelpetore. By this time, 
the mifchief they had had done having left nothing more to get 
worth the expence of remaining in the country, Hyderally colledled 
his detachments, and returned to Dindigul. Mahomed Iflbof, on 
his arrival at Madura, enlifted 400, the befl: of Berkatoolah’s ca- 
valry ; the whole of which were remaining encamped 1 5 miles from 
the town, waiting for the fecond payment of the agreement, having 
as neutrals, neither given moleftation to the Myforeans, or received 
any from them. He, at the fame time, fent invitations to thofo 
with Maphuze Khan, and whatfoevcr other bodies were ading as 
independent plunderers in the 'nnivelly country. As foon as the 
Myforeans were gone, he began his march to Tinivelly, with a 
very confiderable force. Palling along the diftrifts of Etiaporum, 
the Polygar redeemed his hoftages, which were in the camp, pay- 
ing 1 8,700 rupees, the balance of his fine. The army arrived at the 
town of Tinivelly about the middle of November, from whence Ma- 
phuze Kt|an on their approach had retired to Nellitangaville. He 
had, during his refldence there, made various attempts, to 
.get pofleflion of the fort of PalamcoCah, but had taken Calacad, 
and given it to the king of Travancore, Mahomed Iflbof, with a 
part of the army, marched immediately againft this place, which 
the Travancores abandoned without refiftance, and, being followed 
by him, retired behind their walls in the' pafles of the mountains, 
at the foot of the promontory. At the fame time, the appearance of 
other detachments drove away the guards which Maphuze Khan had 
placed in Papancolam, Alvarcourchy, and Bermadafs ; and thofe {Ra- 
tioned by the Polygar of Vadagherry, in Tirancourchy, All thefe 
places lie to the n.w. of Tinivelly, about Nellitangaville ; and parties 
of Sepoys were left to maintain them. Mahomed Ifloof had returned 
K k E to 
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1757. toTiiuvelly by the end of November; and on the 28th of this 
)ctember ^ Jemautdar of horfe lately enlifted endeavoured, with 

fome of his troops, to break through his guards to the apartment 
in which he was, as ufiial, laid down to fleep in the afternoon. Ma* 
homed Ifibof ftarting up joined his guards, and more coming, all 
the intruders were cut down on the fpot, but killed fome of their op- 
ponents. At this time, he leceivcd intelligence, that the French 
garrlfon in the pagoda of Seringham had fent a detachment of Eu- 
ropeans and Sepoys with artillery, to Hyderally at Dindigul, who, 
on their arrival, it was fiiid, was preparing to return againft 
Madura: the news, although premature, was believed, and deter- 
mined Mahomed Iflbof to be there before them. Accordingly, 
on the I ft of December, he began his maich from Tinivelly, 
leaving there and In the other pofts, a fufficient force to make head 
againft Maphuze Khan and his allies, and on the 4th arrived at 
Chevelpetore, where he remained waiting for more certain advices 
concerning the Myforeans, until the end of the month ; and in the 
mean time, fent a ftrong detachment to repair the fort of Shola- 
vanden. Before this time, no farther expedation remained of Moo- 
dilee’s abilities to manage the revenues ; and he was called to Ma- 
drafs, in order to exhibit and explain the details of his adminiftra- 
tion ; but remained lick and fettling his accounts in the woods of 
Tondiman. Calliaud had fent Lieutenant Rumbold in the month 
of Auguft to communicate the ftate of the country ; but this of- 
ficer died on the way at Fort St. David in the month of Septem- 
ber : and the prefidency, as foon as the rains were fet in, ordered 
Calliaud himfelf to cewne. He arrived on the 1 4th of November, 
under, the fafe-guard of a paflport from Pondicherry, and having 
communicated his knowledge and opinions returned on the 4th, and 
reached Tritchinopoly on the 12th of December: his reprefenta- 
tions convinced the prefidency, that the difturbanccs would never 
ceafe, nor any revenue be colle^ed, adequate to the military expences, 
whilft Maphuze Khan maintained his force, pretenfions, and al- 
liances, in thefe countries. It was therefore propofed to the Nabob, 
who ftill continued at Madrafs, that Maphuze Khan Ihould be af- 
i fured 
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fured of receiving an annual income, fufficient for his decent 
maintenance, out of the revenues, provided he would quit tlie 
country with his cavalry, and difband his other troops. By this 
plan, if nothing fhould be got, nothing would be loA; and the 
French, fruftrated of all connexions, would find It imprafticable to 
get footing in thefe provinces. The Nabob approved the propofal, 
and fent an agent to treat with Maphuze Khan. 

Thus ended this bufy anxious year in the Carnatic and its depen- 
dencies, during which almoft every day brought the folicitude of 
fomc fufpended event, or the expeftation of Ibme important mif- 
chance ; but unremitting caution and vigilance, direfted by know- 
ledge and fagacity, fupplied the defc£t of force. The only error 
committed by the prefidency was their negleft of Chittapet, which 
was leverely atoned by its lofs. The only advantage obtained was 
the acquifition of Madura j but this much more than compenfated all 
the detriments of the year. Thus the Englifh councils. To thofe of 
Pondicherry no. blame could be imputed, becaufe they were reftrifted' 
by the moft pofitive orders from France, and even ventured more 
than they were authorized to rifquc, 

Mr. Bufly, the commander of their forces in the Decan, had 
during this year employed them with much more aftivity, becaufe 
uncontrouled in his operations. His army, continuing their march 
from Hyderabad, arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna in the end of 
November of the preceding yeai, from whence, inllead of going to 
Mafulipatam, they ftruck to the north-eaft, and proceeded by a 
frequented toad, through the province and city of Elore, from 
whence they arrived on the 1 9th of December at the city of Ra- 
mundrum, fituated on the Godaveri, about 30 miles from the fea, 
and a day’s march from the Englifli fadory at Ingeram. On their 
approach, Ibrahim Cawn, whom Mr. Bufly had railed to the go- 
vernment of this and the province of Chicacole, dreading the pu— 
nifliment of his ingratitude during the diflrefs of Charmaul, quit- 
ted the country, and went away to Aurengabad; but the Rajah 
Vizeramrau'ze, confident in the proofs he had given of his attach- 
ment, met their army accompanied by fevcral other Indian chiefs, 
with their forces, which, with his own, amounted to roooo men ; he 
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1757. was received with every mark of rcfpcd, and employed the favour 
DcTom^ in which he flood, to the gratification of an animofity, which had 
long been the leading paflion of his mind. The tradition of tbefe 
countries fays, that many centuries before Mahomedanifm, a king 
of jaggernaut, in Oiixa, marched to the fouth with a great army, 
which fubdued not only thefe provinces, but, crofllng the Ki iftna, 
conquered in the Carnatic, as far as Conjeveram : thefe conquefls 
lie diflributed in many portions to his relations, officers, and menial 
fervants, from whom feveral of the prefent northern Polygars pre- 
tend to be lineally defeended, and to govern at this very time the 
very diftri£ts which were then given to their anceftor. All who 
claim this genealogy, efleem themfelves the higheft blood of native 
Indians, next to the Bramins, equal to the Rajpoots, and fupport 
this pre-eminence by the haughtieft obfervances, infomuch that the 
breath of a different religion, and even of the meaner Indians, re- 
quires ablution : their women never transfer themfelves to a fe- 
cond, but burn with the hufband of their virginity; and, although 
this cruel pradlice is not unfrequent in mofl of the high families 
and caflb throughout India, yet it is generally optbnal : but with 
the women of thefe antient Polygars, the mofl indifpenfable of 
necc^ities. 

The firfl in rank of thefe Polygars, who all call themfelves 
Rajahs, was Rangarao of Bobilee : the fort of this name ftands 
clofc to the mountains about 1 40 miles n. e, of Vizagapatam ; 
the diflrifts arc about twenty fquare mifes. There had long 
been a deadly hatred between this Polygar and Vizoramrauzc, 
whofe perfon, how much foever he feared *his power, Rangarao 
held in the utmoft contempt, as of low extradiion, and of new 
note. Diflrids belonging to Vlzeramrauze adjoined to thofe of 
Bobilee, whofe people diverted the water of the rivulets, and made 
depredations, which Vizeramrauze, for want of better military 
means, and from the nature of Rangarao’s country, could not reta- 
liate. Vizeramrauze ufed his utmoft influence and arguments to 
perfuade Mr. Bufly of the neceflity of removing this neighbour ; 
and Mr. Bully propofed, that he fhould quit his hereditary ground 

of 
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of Bobilec, in exchange for other lands of greater extent and value, 1757. 
in another part of the province ; but Rangarao treated the propofal ^ ' 
as an infult. Soon after, it became ncccflary to fend a detachment 
of Sepoys to fbme diftilcts at a diftante, to which the Ihorteft road 
lay through fome part of the woods of Bobilee : pcrmn'fion was 
obtained ; but, either by fbme contrivance of Vizeramrau/x-, or the 
predetermination of Rangaiao, tlic detachment was fharply at- 
tacked, and obliged to letlie with the lols of 30 Sepoys killed, and 
more wounded. Vizeranirauze improved this moment of indigna- 
tion j and Mr. Bufly, not foiclecing the teriible event to which he 
was proceeding, determined to reduce the whole country, and to 
expel the Polygar and all his family. 

The province of Chicacole has few extenfive plains, and its hills in- 
creale in frequency and magnitude, as tliey approach the vaft range 
of mountains that bound this, and the province of Rajahmundrum, 
to the N.W.S The hills, and the narrower bottoms which feparate 
them, are fuffered to over-run with wood, as the beft protcftion to 
the opener vallics allotted for cultivation. The Polygar, belides his 
other towns and forts, has always one fituatcd in the moft difficult 
pa^t of his country, w'hich is intended as the laft refuge for him- 
lelf and all of his own blood. The lingular conflruftion of this 
fort is adequate to all the intentions of defence amongfl a people unufed 
to cannon, or other means of battery. Its out-linc i> a icgular fquarc, 
which rarely exceeds 200 yards; a laige round tower is 1 ailed at each 
of the angles, and a fquaie pioj^ftion in the middle of each of 
the fidcs. The height of the wall is 22 feet, but of the rampait 
within only 12, which is likewife its breadth at top, altliough 
it is laid much broader at bottom ; the whole is of t.mper(.vl cia\, 
raifed in dill:in<?f laycTS, of wii'ch each is left expoled to ihc iuii, 
until thoroughly hartlened, biforc tlx next xs applied. "Jlie paiapci 
riles 10 feet above the lainpart, and is only tl.iec Ixt tliitk. It ii> 
indented live feet down from the top in intcilliccs lix inches wide, 
which are three or four feet afundti. A foot above the bottom of 
tlufe interftices and battlements, luns a line of round holes, ano- 
ther two feet lower, and a third within two feet of thv ramp., t; 

o Tixle 
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1757- Tlicfc hoks Rre, as ufual, formed with pipes of baked clay : they ferve 
I^trr ber the employment of fire-arms, airows, and lances ; and the Interftices 

for the freer ufi'of all tliefe arms, inftcad of loop-holes, whieh Cannot 
be inferttd or cut in the clay. The towers, and the fquare projec- 
tions in the iiiiddle, have the fiime puapet as the reft of the wall ; 
and in two of the projections, on oppofitc fides of the fort, are 
gateways, of which the entiance is not in the front, but on one 
fide, fiom whence it continues through half the mafs, and then 
turns by a right angle into the place; and, on any alarm, the 
whole paflage is choaked up with trees, and the outfidc fur- 
rounded to fome diftance with a thick bt.d of tl'ick brambles. 
The rampart and parapet is covered by a fhed of ftrong thatch, 
fupported by pofts ; the caves of this fticd piojedl over the bat- 
tlements, but fall lb near, that a man can fcarccly fquteze his 
iiody between : This fhed is flielter both to the rampart and guards 
againft the fun and rain. An area of 500 yards, or more, in every 
diredion round the fort, is preferved clear, of which the circumfer- 
ence joins the high wood, which is kept thick, three, four, or five 
miles in breadth around this center. Few of thele forts permit more 
than one path through the wood. The entrance of the path from with- 
out is defended by a wall, exa£lly fimilar in conftrudfion and ftrength 
to one of the fides of the fort ; having its round towers at the ends, 
and the Iquare projefbion with its gateway in the middle. From 
natural fagacity, they never raife this redoubt on the edge of the 
wood ; but at the bottom of a recefs, cleared on purpofe, and on 
each fide of the recefs, raife breaft-works of earth or hedge, to 
gall the approach. The path admits only three men abreaft, winds 
continually, is every where commanded by bi'eaft-works in the 
thicket, and has in its courfc feveral redoubts, fimilar to that of the 
entrance, and like that flanked by breaft-w'orks on each hand. Such 
were the defences of Bobilee ; againft which Mr. Bully marched, with 
750 Europeans, of whom 250 were hoife, four field-pieces, and 
eleven thoufand Peons and Sepoys, the army of Vizeramrauze, 
who commanded them in perlbn. 

Wliilft the field-pieces plied the parapet of the firft redoubt at the 
entrance of the wood, defcichments entered into the fide of the recefs 

vfith 
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uith fire and hatchet, and began to make a way, which tended to 
bring them in the rear of the redoubt ; and the guard, as foon as con- 
vinced of their danger, abandoned their ftation, and joined thofc in the 
ports behind; the fame operations continued through the whole path, 
which was five miles in length, and with the fame fuccefs, althougli 
not without lofs. When in fight of the fort, Mr. Bufly divided his 
troops into four divifions, allotting one, with a field-piece, to the at- 
tack of each of the towers. Rangarao was here, with all bis pa- 
rentage, 250 men bearing arms, and nearly twice this number of 
women and children. 

The attack commenced at day-break, on the 24th of January, 
with the field-pieces againrt the four towers ; and the defenders, 
lert fire might catch the thatch of the rampart, had pulled it down. 
By nine o’clock, feveral of the battlements were broken, when 
all* the leading parties of the four divifions advanced at the fame 
time, with fcaling ladders ; but, after much endeavour for an hour, 
not a man had been able to get over the parapet ; and many had 
fiillen wounded ; other parties followed with as little fuccefs, until 
all were fo fatigued, that a ceflation was ordered, during which the 
field-pieces, having beaten down more of the parapet, gave the fecond 
attack more advantage; but the ardour of the defence encreafed with 
the danger. The garrifon fought with the indignant ferocity of wild 
hearts, defending their dens and families : Icvcral of them flood, as in 
defiance, on the top of the battlements, and endeavouied to grapple 
with the firrt afeendants, hoping with them to twirt the ladders 
down ; and this failing, rtabbed with their lances, but being wholly 
expofed themfelvcs were eafily rtiot by aim from the rear of the 
efcalade. The afl'ailants admired, for no Europeans had c\'cr fecii 
fuch excefs of courage in the natives of Indoftan, and continually 
offered quarter, which was always, anfwered by the menace and in- 
tention of death : not a man had gained the rampart at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, when another ceflation of the attack enfued ; on which 
Rangarao aflembled the principal men, told them there was no 
hopes of maintaining the fort, and that it was immediately ne- 
ceflary to preferve their wives and children from the \iolation of 
Europeans, and the moie Ignominious authority of Vi7,crami.nr/e. 
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A number called without diftindlion were allotted to the work ; they 
proceeded, every man with a torch, his lance, and polnard, to the 
habitations in the middle of the fort, to which they fet fire indif- 
criminatcly, plyhig the flame with ftraw prepared with pitch and 
brimftonc, and every man ftabbed without remorfe, the woman 
or child, whichfoever attempted to cfcape the flame and fuffo- 
cation. Not the hclplefs infant clinging to the bofiim of its mother 
fa ved the life of cither fiom the hand of the hufband and father. 
Tlic utmoft excefles whether of levcnge or rage were exceeded by tlic 
atrocious prejudices w'hich diflatedand pei formed this horrible ficrihcc. 
The maflacre being finifhed, thofe who accomplifhed it, returned, like 
men agitated by the furies, to die themfelvcs on the walK. Mr. 
Law, who commanded one of the divilions, obferved, whilfl: look- 
ing at the conflagration, that the number of the defenders was 
confidcrably diminilhed, and advanced again to the attack : 
after fcveral ladders had failed, a few grenadiers got ovci the 
parapet, and maintained their footing in the tower until moie 
fccured the pofleflion. Rangarao haflcnlng to the defence of the 
tower, was in this inftant killed by a miifket hall. His fill 
encreafed, if pofllble, the def]ieiation of his fiknds; who, crowd- 
ing to revenge his death, left the other parts of the lampaits 
bare; and the other divifions of the Fiench troops, liaving ad- 
vanced hkew'ife to their relpedivc attacks, numbcis on all lidts 
got ovei the parapet without oppofition : ncicrlhcVl's, none of the 
dcfcndeis quitted the rampart, or would accept quaitcr ; but each fell 
advancing againft, or ftruggling with, an antagotiift,* and even when 
fallen, and in the laft agony, would rclign his poignaid only to death. 
Theflaughter of the confli«5t being complcated, another much more 
dieadful, prefented itfelf in the area below: the tranfport of vi6lory 
loft all its joy : all gazed on one another with filent aftonifhmcnt 
and remorfe, and the fierceft could not refufe a tt.ir to the deplorable 
deftruflion fpread before them. Whilft contemplating it, an old 
man, leading a boy, was perceived advancing from a diftant recels : 
he was welcomed with much attention and refpcet, and condiuftcd 
by the crowd to Mr. Law, to whom he prefented the child with 

thefe 
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thefe words ; “ This is the Ion of Kangaroo, whom I liavc prcfc.rvecl 1 75;. 
“ agaluft his father’s Avill.” Another emotion now fucceecltd, and 
the piefervation of tins infant was felt by all as fomc alleviation to Januaiy.' 
the horrible cataftrophe, of which they had been the unfortunate au- 
thors. The tutor and the child were immediately fent to Mi. 

Bufly, who, having heard of the condition of the fort, would not 
go into it, but remained in his tent, where he received the facred 
captives with the humanity of a guardian appointed by the ftrongeft 
claims of intuie, and immediately commanded patents to be pre- 
paicd, appointing the fon loid of the territory which he had ofiered 
the father in exchange for the diftndls of Bobdee ; and ordered 
them to be ftiidtly guarded in the camp from the malevolence of 

CIKUIUS. 

I'hc cnfulng night and the two fuccceding days paflld in the 
ufual attaitions, eipecially the care of the wounded, who were 
many; but in the middle of the thlid night, the camp was alarm- 
ed by a tumult in the quaitcr of Vi/.eramiau/.e. Four of the ful- 
divrs of Rangarao, on feeing him fall, concealed themfelves in an 
unfrequeuttd part of the fort until the night war far advanced, when 
they dropped dowai tlie walls, and fpeaking the fame language, 
pafled univifpcifled through the quarters of Vi/.eramrauze, and 
gamed the neigh bom mg thickets; where they remained the two fuc- 
ctcdlngdaysjWatchmg until the buftlc of the camp had fubfided; when 
two of them quitted their 1 ctreat, and having by then language again 
deceived thofe by whom they weic queftioned, got near the tent of 
Vizeiamrau/c ; then creeping on the ground they pafled undtr 
the back part, and entcilng the tent found him lying on his bed, alum , 
and afleep. Vizeramrauze was extremely corpulent, infomuch that 
he could Ibaicely rear hirafclf from his feat without afliftance : the 
tw'o men, reflrainiiig their veiy breath, flruck in tlic fame inflant 
with their poignards at Ins heart ; the firfl: groan brouglit In a cv.ii- 
tinel, who fired, but mifled; more immediately tin onged in, but the 
murderers, heedlefs of themfelves, cued out, pointing to the body, 

“ Look here ! We are fatisfied.” They wcic iuftantly fhot by tlie 
croud, and mangled after they had fallen ; but had ftabbed Vizeiam- 
LI2 
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1757. rauze in 32 places. Had they failed, the other two remaining in the 
DcTem^ foreft were bound by the lame oath to perform the deed, or perilh in 
the attempt. 

January, 'phe army haftened to quit this tragic ground. They proceeded 
through the hills to the north, fummoning the tributes ot a variety 
of polygars, who, terrified by the fate of Bobilee, paid without rey 
fiftance ; nor did they meet any oppofition, until they arrived at the 
diftrl(fls of Gumfeer. This country is much more extenfive than 
that of any other of the antient Polygars ; it commences about 40 
miles to the North-weft of Ganjam, extending about 50 miles in 
that diredion, and 20 in breadth ; it is even more impenetrable 
than the country of Bobilee, its fbrefts confiftlng entirely of bam- 
boos, which grow clofer, and refill the axe and fire better than any 
other vegetation ; relying on which, the inhabitants do not think it 
neceflary to ere£t redoubts for the defence of their paths, but ob- 
ftru<ft them with frequent and temporary barriers of bam^^s, 
wrought in a variety of entanglements. The polygar of Guklfeer. 
reful^ his tribute, of which the arrears amounted to 1 80,000 ru- 
pees ; and Mr. Bully, intending for other views to remain awhile in 
the northermoft parts of the Ghicacolc province, refolved to employ 
fome of the time in reducing this country. Day by day the troops 
were employed with excelfive toil and fatigue in rooting up, cutting 
down, and endeavouring to burn a way through the foreft. The 
whole diftiicft is efteemed one of the hotteft regions of Indoftan, 
and is peculiarly fubjefl to ftrokes of the fun ; by which feven Eu- 
ropeans were in one day killed ; feveral barriers were forced, or paft, 
and the Polygar, beginning to think hlrafelf in danger, made propo- 
lals, which Mr. Bully was equally willing to accept, having loft 
30 Europeans, and a much greater number of Sepoys, in tlie little 
progrefs which the army had made ; this accommodation was con- 
cluded in the middle of April. 

Some time before, Mr. Bully had received letters from Surajah 
Doulah, the nabob of Bengal, requefting his aftiftance to expel their 
common enemy, the Englilh, out of that province ; the Nabob of- 
fered to defray all the expences of the French army, and promifed 
3 , further 
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furthe^«q> i»ll <i |^ ^>*^tch Mr. Bu% fiippoled would be brought 
by focne priooi|)^ officer of his court» furnilhed with the means of 
conducing the strmy through the province of Orixa ; in which ex- 
pectation he refo|ved to remain near the frontiers of this province, 
and the army marched from Gumfeer to Ganjam,' which is the 
laft town in ChiCacole. It is a fea-port much frequented by coaft- 
ing vefiels, and the French had at this time a faCtory there; the 
army remained in the neigh boui hood until the loth of May, but, 
iuftead of further overtures from Surajah Dow lah, received intelli- 
gence, that the Englifti had t.iken the French fettlement of Chan- 
dernagore ; which convincing Mr. Bufly of the imbecilllty of the 
Nabob, who had fuftered them to gain fuch an advantage in his 
country, he relinquiihed all ideas of further connexion with him ; 
but refblved immediately to make retaliation on the Englifh fettle- 
ments m the northern provinces* 

In consequence of his orders the Europeans he had left hi garrifon at 
Rajalu^ndrum, when joined by more from Mafulipatam, marched 
againfl the factories of Madapollam, Bandermalanka, and lugeram, 
which ftand near the fea on three different arms of the Godaveri. The 
natives here weave excellent cloths at cheap rates^pMl the three facto- 
ries annually furniflled 70a bales for theCompany^jnarket in England*. 
Ingeram only had foldiers, and only 20, and all the three factories fur- 
rendered on the firft requifition. The reduction of Vizagapatam, 
as being nearer, Mr. Bufly referved to hhnfelf ; but being fiire of 
his prize, remained in the city of Chicacole until he had fettled the 
afEiirs of this government. On the 24th of June the van of his 
army appeared before Vizagapatam. A river coming from the north 
and turning fhort eaftward to the fea, forms an arm of land, a mile 
and half in length : and 600 yards in breadth. Nearly in the middle 
of this ground {lands the foit, of which the conftruClion by re- 
peated miftakes was become fo abfurd, that it was much lefs defen- 
flble than many of tlie ancient barons’ caftlcs of Europe. The face 
towards the river was choaked by houfos. A whole town lay with- 
in 300 yards to the north, a village at the fame dillance to thefouth, 
and fcveral buildings on each of tbefe tides flood much nearer the 

walls 
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towards the ffea, the efplaiiacle was clear, excepting a faint- 
ing h.itteiy, \%hcrc a lougeraent might be eaf:ly made; after many 
injvKliv,ion .nUbtions of works round the foit, which only made it 
worfe, It w.is fooud ncceflliry to tlnow up an entrenthment to the 
noith, be von vi the town, in the fhoulder of the pcmafula, quite 
aciofi fio'.n the rncr to the fca, with a batteiy at each extremity, 
and anoth'T on a hillock near the center, but this was commanded 
by .1 land-lull direClly oppollte, and within point-blank. I'he aceel's 
aciofs the iivcr from the fouth, was fufficlently fecured by batte- 
ries, which commanded not only the paflage, but the “ntr.ince of 
the liver Itfelf, through which all embarkations from the ' ’ mud gain 
the Ihorc, as the furf prevents even a boat from landing on the 
beach • uulerd the whole fcheme of the defences feemed to have 
been calculated only to oppofe the attempts of pirates and polygais. 
The garrilbn confided of 150 excellent Europeans, and 300 Sepoy,; 
the Englifli families in the town were 50 perfons. On tin lamq^iy that 
the van of Mi .Buffy’s armyappeared in light, the Comiiain ’& IhipMarl- 
borough anchored in the road, on hoard of \\liich was the chief en- 
gineer of Madrafs, proceeding to Bengal, fie landed, and having the 
next morning revieijjed the works, with Captain Cluules Campbell, 
who commanded the troops, both gave their ojnnion that the extent 
could not be defended, even with a much grcatci foicc ; and adviled 
that all the Europeans Ihould be immediately embarked, and the 
Sepoys, w'lth two or three ofiicers, left to make the bed cajutula- 
tion they could ; but all the boat and fiflaermen had deferted m the 
night,' and the wind blew fo drong from the lea, that none but 
thofe accudomed could manage the boats over the bar, vvhicli that 
of the Marlhoiough carrying back the engineer, experienced, being 
twice overfet and a man drowned before Ihe got out. At noon, can- 
non appeared on the fand hill ; foon after the main body of the 
enemy, and a fummons to furrender; after two or tliree meffages, 
the capitulation was ligned at 1 1 at night. All the Europeans, 
whether troops *or inhabitants, were to be prilbiiers of war; the 
Sepoys and natives free to go where they liked ; the Company’s 
effefls, capture ; individuals, Mr. Bufly faid, Ihould have no reafon 

to 
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to complain: he kept hU word with the utmoft liberality, refign- 1757. 
ing without difcuflion whatfoevcr property any one claimed as his 
own. The Marlborough having anchored at the Dutch faftory of 
Biinlapatam, 1 2 miles to the northward, he permitted the chief, Mr. 

Percival, Captain Campbell, and leveral others, to proceed in her to 
Bengal. 

F rom Vizagapatam, the army proceeded to Rajahmundrum, where 
they remained fome time, and then took the field, and advanced 
again to the northward, to awe the tributaries who Ihewcd any ten- 
dency to difobedience ; but were not obliged to exercife any lioftilities 
of confequence. Thus ended the year 1757, in the noithem pro- 
vinces : during which, the ablcncc of Mr. Bufly from the touit of 
Salabadjing, gave his enemies the opportunity they wilhed, of taking 
mcafurcs to weaken the future cflfeds of his influence over th.'t 
piince, in the adminift ration of his government. 

Ni^gamally and Bafl'alut Jung were the two brothers of Salabadjing, 
who, as well as himfelf, were pufoners in the camp of Mui/.afajing, 
when the death of this jirincc in Cudapah, with the influence of 
Mr. Bufly in his at my, raifed Salabadjing to the throne of tlie 
Decan. The early fagacity of Mi. Bully then/orefaw, that the two 
brothers would be made the enfigns of faflion and levolt, if tho) 
were admitted to any participation in the councils of the govtr 1- 
ment ; fince by their birth, their employments, if any, mull be grc.i:. 

He theieforc advifcd Salabadjing to allow them mconaes fuffii lent foi 
all indulgencies, but to give them no appointments of tiull: a ul 
power, and to oblige them, under pretence of diftindbon, to acioin- 
pany him wherefoever he moved. In this reftraint, tempeied by all 
exterior attentions, they continued, and feemed fatisfled, uiUii the 
open rupture between Mr. Buflyand Salabadjing’s adminifliat.on ?c 
Sanorc; W'hen Shai.ava>?;e Khan refolvcd to raife them into pubhc 
importance, as his own future patrons, with the very views, of which 
the apprehcnfion had letl Mr. Bully to prevent their promotion. Ba- 
lazcrow was, as we have lien, encamped at that time before Sanoie ; 
to whom Shanavaze Khan communicated his intention, lupprefling 
the motive, and requefted hmi to urge the advice to Salabadjin;’,, 
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1757. document of his own example, who always employed his 

Dcc^inbtr or his fon, in the moft important expeditions, which he 

could not attend himfclf. Balagerow knew that his own policy 
could not be the rule of a different ffate, and weaker underffanding ; 
but faw the views of Shanavaze Khan, and wiffiing for the very 
divifions they would create in the adminiftration of the Decan, gave 
the advice ; and Salabadjing, always eafily led, appointed Nizamally, 
tlic elder of the two brothers, to the government of Berar, the moft 
extonfive in the cmpiie, but of which more than half had been dif- 
membered by the conquefts of the Morattoe Janogee ; and to Baf- 
falut Jung he gave the country of Adoni, which lies fouth of the 
Kriftna and north of Myfore ; Baffalut Jung went from Sanore to 
his government, but Nizamally not until after the reconciliation of 
Charmaul. 

The brothers being then eftabliftied, Mr. Bufly could do no better 
than appear indifferent to the arrangements he could not n^verfe 
without renewing the immediate efi'eft of unappeafed animolities, 
before he was in a ftate to encounter them. He therefore went away, 
as wc have feen in November, to the ceded provinces, as the moft 
certain means of providing money, without umbrage, for future con- 
tingencies. On the 17th of December, Salabadjing began his in- 
tended match from Golcondah to Aurengabad. Tlie army conlifted 
of 10,000 horfe, and 15,000 foot, with the French detachment of 
200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, whom Shanavaze Khan could find 
no pretence to prevent from accompanying Salabadjing. They ar- 
Januar). rived at Beder in the beginning of January, when Balagerow was 
taking the field at Poni. And Shanavaze Khan dcliring to gain his 
concurrence to the deiigns he had formed, refolved to loiter in tliis 
part of the country, hoping that the approach of Balagerow ntight 
give opportunities of an interview between them. He accordingly led 
the army again ft a confiderable Rajah named Chunderfain, whole 
territory lay near Calberga, 40 miles to the fouth of Beder, and 
whilft hoftilitics were carrying on againft the Rajah ; he fummoned 
Baffault Jung to join the ftandard of the Subahlhips with the forces 
from his government of Adoni ; which added another delay until 

their 
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their arrival. But ddvices bring received that Balagerow was march- 
ing ftreight to the fbuth, and intended to crofs the Kriftna, the 
Subah’s army renewed their march to the norward, when in the 
beginning'of February news arrived, that the Afighans had taken 
Delhi, that a large detachment of thrir army were plundering Agra, 
and that parties from this detachment were on the road toBrampour; 
which, from fome conclufions of which we are ignorant, determined 
the Subah's council to proceed no farther to the north, whilft the 
Pitans were fuppofed to have any intentions of advancing to the 
fouth ; fo that they did not approach Aurungabad until the beginning 
of May. In this interval Seid Lafcar Khan, who had been Duan of 
the E>ecan, and had given the nothcrn maritime provinces to the 
French, died at Aurengabad ; his treafures were reported to be great, 
and with all his effedts reverted, according to the inftitutions of the 
government,to the fovereign ; but they were depofited in the fortrefs 
oF Do|tabad,of which the governor was his near relation, and had 
Always been obfequious to his will. 

This place is called, and deemed impregnable, (landing on the 
fummit of a mountain, which is furrounded with two other inclofures, 
of which that on the plain contains a large town : notwithftanding 
the neceliity of communication to admit troops and provifions, each 
has its particular governor; but the two lower forts are fo overtowered 
by the uiq)er, that they rarely refift the will of the governor there, 
who, until the late con fu lions of the empire, was always efpecially ap- 
pointed by the Great Mogul. 

Shanavaze Khan had Succeeded Scid Lafcar in the office of Dinn, 
of which one of the rnoft beneficial duties is to take jiofiiffion 
for the emperor of the eftates of all who die, holding, or IiaMiig 
held, any office in the government ; he therefoie proceciLd Icvcial 
days before the army, with a large detachment and fome ai tillciy, 
and fummoned all the forts ; the lowed: after a flight reliftaiicc, and 
much parley, furrendered on the third day : the governors of tlic 
tw'o others being leagued together held out a month ; but having 
neglefted to lay-in a flock of provifions, and being furrounded by 
the whole of Salabadjing’s army, they at length yielded to money ; 
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I ^ aodShanavaze Khan .immediiately (^hanged the garri£)ns, aod placed 
V * 01 ^ of his own dependants in the command of all the forts, with 

unwillii^ compliance of Salabadjiug, and the approbation of the 
jj^mperor’s Duan, Mahomed Huflein, whom Shanavaze Khan had 
lately gained over to his views. He found in the fort'a great treafure 
belonging to Seid Lafcar Khan, of which 700,000 rupees were puh- 
lickly avowed, and more fuipeded. In the end of September a body 
of 6000 Moiattoes from Poni, under the command of Vizvazrow, the 
cldeft fon of Balagerow, arrived near Aurengabad, with preteniions 
of which we are ignorant : their march had been expeded, and gave 
Shanavaze Khan a pretence to call up Nizamally from J^rar with 
the troops of his government, who arrived at the fame time as Viz- 
vazrow ; the Morattoe chiefo dependant on the Subahfhip, and leveral 
others, had been likewife fununoncd and were come up, ib that the 
whole force under the ftandard of the Subah was near 40,000 horfe, 
beiides tlie foot.* The Morattoes, notwithilanding their inforiority, 
proceeded to hoililities, but confined them to Ikirmifoes, in which 
they were always repulfed by the artillery of the French detach- 
ment ; neverthelefs Nizamally afliimcd the merit of thefe fucccfies, 
and working at the time by his cmiflaries amongft Salabadjing’s 

troops, inftigated them to clamour, and infult him in his palace for 
the arrears of their pay, of which Z2 months were due. During 
this tumvilt Shanavaze Khan, as if afraid of the refentment of Sala- 
badjing, took refuge in the fort of Doltabad. 

Salabadjing was terrified, without money, and, by the means of 
Shanavaze Khan, without credit ; and Nizamally taking the ‘advan- 
tage he had prepared, profered to interfere and appeafe the troops, 
provided he was intrufted, whilft neceflary, with the adminiftration 
of the government, and the difpolal of the great fcal of the Subahlhip. 
This inftrument ratifies all treaties, confirms all governments, ar> 
thenticates all grants and boons of confequence, and warrants all 
alTiguments of the revenue : it therefore always remains at leaft in 
the dwelling of the prince, and generally under his own eye, except- 
ing at Delhi, where it is ufually confided to the Vjzien sEalabadjing, 
being without refource, confented ; and Nizamally immediately be- 
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cam© virkb 'foverelg^ pomreri but left the" appearances to Sala-- 

bai^ing^ whoiti he to coiifuit ; and abrogated none of his 

iod^lgenctesy tvhich this prince >v7as naturally ihdined to prefer to 
the cares of his ftate. ‘Nizamally immediately gave ^additional ho- 
nmrts and jaghires to his brother Badaulet Jung, and with a fubtle 
ad«<^ation of indifierence concerning the feal, committed it to his 
caife. ‘Both the next day introduced Shanavaze Khan to Salabadjing, 
who received him with the exterior ceremonials of good* will and 
favour. The officer who commanded the French detachment 
had neither experieiKe nor force fufficient to eounterad the pre- 
grefs of tins plot ; but redoubled his attention in guarding the 
per6>n of Salabadjing, which perhaps faved his life. It was the 
general opinion that the expedition of.the Morratoes with Vizvazrow 
had been concerted by Shanavaze Khan, as the leading means of ac- 
compliffiing this revolution. 

It l)||^pened in the middle of December ; Mr. Bulfy received intel- 
ligence of it at Rajahmundrum in the beginning of, Januaiy, and 
immediately began his march, with all his force, to releafe Salabadjing 
from tliefe bonds. We fhall now return to the afiairs of Bengal. 

THE firft news of the French fquadron was brought to Calcutta War of 
on the 1 7tb of September, by the Reven^, which had efcaped from 
them on the 8th, in the road of Fort St. David. Other advices 
followed, with information of the troops they had brought, and of 
the expectations at Pondicherry of a much greater force in the be- 
ginning of the enluing year; in confequenceof which the prefidency 
of Madrafs repeated with much follicitude the requeft they had often 
made, that the troops with Clive might be immediately returned to 
the coaft ; but they could not now be lent away, without rilquiug 
the accoroplilhment of the treaties with Meer Jaffier, if he Ihould 
require thpir fervice in the field ; and the lofs of Calcutta itfelf, if 
a French force Ihould arrive in the river, whiift they were employed 
in a dillant part of the Nabob’s dominions. This apprehenfion ren- 
dered the Frencli prifoners, and even their vagabonds in the province 
aji object of folicitude. The prifoners amounted to aoo, of whom 
M m 2 50 
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1757 ’ 5® ^**6 better edn^on, were not cottfincdl^ Th'^ party 

5 " h ff which ferved with Shifray at the battle of Plafly had efcaped inta 
' ‘ the diftrids of Berbohin, where the timidity o£ the natives furred 

them to remain withonc moieibtion ; and other Bcragglers from va<* 
rious parts had increaied the number to do Europeans. Thirty 
had gone away in boats from the French fadory 'at Dacca, under 
the conduft of the chief, Mr. Conrtin, and proceeding along the 
rivers liad entrenched themfelves near the mountains in the northern 
part of the diftrift of Rungpore, which adjoina On the weft to Pumeah» 
It was fufpe^led that fome of the prifoners, who were at large, were 
correfponding, not only with both thefe parties, but alfo ■with Mr. 
Law’s in Oude, and with the army of Mr. Bully in Chicacole. It was- 
therefore refohred to fend away all of the higher fort to Pondicherry j 
Oflober, and m the beginning of Oflober, 34, ©f whom two were Jefuits^ 
were embarked in a Ihip hired for the purpofe, and called the Refti- 
tution. From reliance on theh parole the ihip was manned, af ufual, 
by lafears, or imriners of the country, with only three Englilhmen 
to command them. As foon as they were at fea, the Frenchmen,^ 
as they ^fily m%ht, overpowered the crew, and carried the Ihip to 
Mafullpatam, where they declared themfelves free, and the Ihip a 
law'ful prize. 

Before Colonel CHve left Muxadavad, the Nabob had fummoned 
Ramramfing, the Rajah of Midnapore, who was head of the Spies, 
to come there, in order to Irttle the accounts of his diftrifts, on 
which, as ufual, a c(Mifiderable balance ftood due from him in the 
books of the treafury. Ramramfing had always befen in clofe 
connexion with Roydoolub, who, to remove fufpicions, advifed'him, 
at leaft openly, to obey; but Ramramfing fent his brother and 
nephew, whom the Nabob immediately put into prifon ; and pre- 
vented the difapprobaliMi of Clive, reprefenting, what was true, 
that RarAramfing had been the enemy' of the Englifli, having car- 
ried on for Surajah Doulah the correfpondence with Mr. Bully and 
Mr. Law ; and that he had forward^ whatfoeVer Frenchmen had 
efdaped to the fouth,^ through Orixa to Chicacole/ Roydotdub had" 
no- doubt that this proceeding of the Nabob’s was a preparation for 

his 
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hU defigni agnaft hilnfelf^ but conoeakd his perfiiaHony and wifely 1 757. 
refrained from claiming the Englilh guarantee until the danger 
ihould come nearer. Theie coincidences prevented Clive from en- 
tertaining any ^ufpictous of the real motives of Jaffier*s eonduft to- 
wards Ramramting, before he returned to Calcutta ; but Ramram- 
iing, as foon as he heard of the confinement of his brother and 
nephew, alTembled his force, which confifted of 2000 horfe and 
5000 fi)ot, and wrote to Colonel Clive, that if he were attacked he 
ihould leek refuge wherever it was to be found ; which his country 
well afforded by the jungles or thickets with which it is covered, and 
the mountains to which it adjoins. He however proffered to pay 3 
lack of rupees as a prefent to Mecr Jaffier, and even to make his 
obeifance to him in perfon, if Clive would warrant his fafety. Clive 
immediately recommended the reconciliation to the Nabob, who at 
the fame time received intelligence, that the people of Pumeah, under 
the coQEnand of Ogul Sing the Gentoo, whom Surajah Dowlah had 
appointed to govern this province after the defeat and death of his 
coufin Seid Hamed, had taken up arms, and proefaimed a brother of 
Seid Mahomed, on hearing that the Nabob had given the govern- t 
ment to his relatiori Coddum Huffein, whom they dreaded for his 
charafter of rapacioufnefs and tyranny. 

Both thesfe infurreftions arifing under the ftandard of Gentoos, 
drove the Nabob from all the diffimulation, with which he had 
intended to conceal his purpofes, until he had cut off Roydoolub, 
and the other principal heads of the nation; and m his vexation 
he openly, perhaps not unjuftly, imputed both rebellions to the 
pra^ices of* Roydoolub. He immediately commanded 6000 horfe 
and foot to march with Coddum Huflein to Pumeah, and 500 horfe, 
with Cojee Hoddee to Midnapore : Both divifions were to let out 
on the 6th of O^ober, and Cojee Haddee proceeded ; but the 
troops appointed to Coddum Huffein, abetted by their officers, re- 
fufed'tO‘inove until they had received their arrears, and clamoured 
other difronfents. The city was in agitation. Roydoolub aiiembled 
his force, and tvould no longer vifit the Nabob; whaafow days 
2 after 
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1 7J7, aft^ received intelligence frona Co^onel CUve, to whona it bad bosn 
ifji.t by an exprefb-boat from the ^inglifli refident at Chuprah, hgni- 
fying that ** his fpies had met meflibogers on the road, who faid, that 
** they had delivered letters fronj the widow, of .Ahaverdy to Ram- 
** narain, the governor of Behar^jjand lyere carrying others to Sujah 
“ Dowlah the Nabob of Oude,, requel^ng him to marcli, and 
“ Ramnaraiii againft Meer Jaffier.” Tl^, if t^e, was the mod 
powerfiil confederacy which Jaffier could have to fear ; and bore 
drong marks of originating from Roydoolub, frpn> his attachment 
and refpe^t: to AUaverdy's widow, which he openly continued, not- 
withftanding the elevation of Jaffier. Clive forefecing the animofity 
which the intelligence would occafion, fupprcfled his own fufpicions ; 
but ordered the troops at Cr^mhuzar to join the Nabob on the fiift 
call ; and promifed to march himfelfi if neceflaiy, with the main body 
from Calcutta and Chandernagore. Thele prefers abated the tumult 
of the Nabob*s troops ; jand the mediation of Mr. Watts pro<ji}jK:ed an 
interview between the Nabob and Roydoolub, on the 1 7th of Oftober, 
when each fwore oblivion of former diftrufts, and future friendlhip ; 
and upon this apparent reconciliation, the Nabob ordered his whole 
army to aflemble on the plains of Gcriah, fix miles from the pity, 

A few days after, a freffi infurreflion appeared in another part of 
the province. The two fons of the Nabob Suffraze Khan, whom 
Allaverdy had fpared when their father fell, defending his diadem, 
remained on the acceffion of Jaffier in the city of Dacca, where they 
had Uved 1 6 years, without (hewing either abilities or inclination fo 
raife difturbances. Neverthelefs they immediately became objeds of 
fufpicion to Jaffier, who in the firft days af his government brought 
back the elder Haffizally Chan to Muxadavad : there feemed little 
occafion to fear him, ft>r his letter to Clive on this occafion was writ- 
ten with the humility of a beggar : but the other, Ammannee Chan, 
either from naCi^re or deipsdr, exerted more refolution. The governor, 
fent to Dacca by Meer Jaffier came very poor ; and fo much money 
of the revenues had been djrawn to Muxadavad, that the fo^cc.he hcpt 
up even in the ffirt,did not exceed 200 men^ who werfs U 1 paid, atvd 
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upott the onarttied aKd ttmototia IhHabitaota ; this weaknefs of the 'oftobcr 
government, and the* attadftnleiif of a few friends, encouraged Am- 
irtahned Chan t6 tamper with a pdrt of the garriibn in the fort, and 
they a^eed to'feize the governor. When Ammdniie'e CJhan Was to de- 
clare himfelf : the day fixed for the execution was the iid of Oc- 
tober ; but two days before, one of the confpirators revealed the 
fecret to the governor, who immediately feiied Ammannee Chan 
with feveral of his adherents; and aiked alfiftance of the Englifo 
factory, who font 60 buxenes, which was half their force, and 
wrote to Calcutta for a company of fepoys, which were immediately 
detached, and marched acrofs the country. This confpiracy could” 
not be imputed to Roydoolub, but it increafed the perplexities of 
Jaffier. 

Of the troops which were ordered to march with Coddam Huffcln,. 
only 3<nio had moved, who were waiting at Rajahmahal for the reft, 
and their arrears. Three months pay were due to the whole army, 
of which not lefs than 10,000 men, horfe and foot, were under the 
immediate command of Roydoolub, who had influence with the com- 
manders of many more ; and notwhhftanding the' late oaths of re- 
conciliation, kept his houfe under pretence of ficknefs, nor would 
fuffer any of his troops to march from the city. Thefe examples, 
and perhiips his inftigation, encouraged the Nabob’s troops, to refufe 
Ukewife, unfcfs they were paid in full. The Nabob diftributed fomc 
money, and, as another means to -recall their obedience, pitched his 
tent and difplayed his ftandard in the camp, and went to refide there 
on the 7th of November, waitbg for the main body with Clive. November.. 
He left his fon Meeium to command in the city. 

Meerum, as foon as his father ^va8 gone, fpread the report of 
advices he pretended to have received from Patna and Delhi. The 
Nabob’s relations at Patna gave information, that Ramaarain the go- 
vernor had encamped to the weft of the city with his whole force, 

X 2,000 men ; that Sujah Doulah, the fubah of Oude, had likewife 
taken the field with liis array from Lucknow, together with MrJ 

Law’si* 
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175;. hkv^B ^p9xtf Gf EuiDpeiiftSt asd blendfed} in conjun^to with Ram- 
No ^be r Bengali The lettera from Pelhi i«id, riie ou- 

these difapproved Gf the aen^eo of Jaffier to the Naboblh^ 
‘ that Mirza Mundee, the &n of Bvi»jidi)P<>wlBh*s joungei broflm, 
. an in^t, ought to have been proch^aed^ and that Roj^ocdub had 
propol'ed he ihould he appointed hjr the lideguU 'with a^urances that 
he fhould be able to carty the o o Bwi nat ioa into execution with (the 
alliftance of the Eiiglidi. Many ph^ahiiitiet fbod againfl: the au* 
thentidty of the intelligence Patna, and the advices from 
. IDelhi bore ftill llronger madtsof fidion. On tiheiothin the mom- 
ing die whole city wa$ in amilernation, and the troops in dietr dif- 
ferent quarters in tumult. A band of ruffians f^t by Meerum had 
in the night entered the palace of AUaVerdy's widow, with whom 
lived the widow of Zaindee Hamed, and her infant grandfon Mirza 
Mundee. They murdered the child, and gave out chat they had 
' likewife (lain two mothers. In the morning the three biers 
‘ were carried publickly to burial, amidft the filent grief and ab- 
horrence of ' the peqile ; fbr the two women, exclufive of the high 
condition from which they had &llen by the death of Surajah 
DKawlah, were the moft refpediable of their lex fbr their virtues and 
’ ^he nobility of their fentiments. The caufe was difbelieved. Roy- 
dpoluh ^rted diat all the accidations againft himielf were the inven- 
'tions of hie enemies. Tb^RngUfh troops at Collimbuzar turned out 
to keep die peace, wd preferved it. On the 1 3th Scrafton vifited 
and reproached Meerum, who, aroongft other vindications,* ftill pre- 
ferving a fecret, ** What fhaU not 1 kill an old woman who goes 
“ atjont in her dooley to ffir up the Jcmautdars againft my father ?** 
A few days after it was ^covered that the two women had not been 
. murdered hut had been token out of the palace, and put ihto 
boats, wlueh fet off immediately for Dacca ; and tlieir pretended 
biers were exhibited, in order to prevent any interruption to theie- 
nioval of their perfens. 

Neverthelefi,, the •death of the child left deteftation fufficient to 
extort farther apologies. The Nabob declared; that he neither com- 
. xnanded nor even had any knowledge of the deed, until it was per- 
petrated 
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petrated, and both he and his fon avowed that the intelligence from 
Delhi was communicated by the Seats. The Seats pofitively denied 
the affertion ; on which a new reconciliation was propofed with Roy- 
doolub, who, accompanied by Scrafton, vifited Meerum on the. 1 7th, 
and oaths of friendfliip and confidence were again renewed ; and 
Roydoolub Cent the greateft part of his troops to the camp. The 
Nabob, receiving no reproaches f^om Scrafton, thought all refent- 
ments fufficiently quieted, at leaft for a while, and marched away 
from the plains of Gheria on the 1 7th, in order to oblige the detach- 
ment loitering at Rajahmahal to crofs the Ganges, and attack the 
rebels, in Purneah. 

The rainy feafon in the lower parts of the country had this year 
been lefs unhealthy than ufual ; and only 40 men had died of the Eng- 
lifh troops quartered at Chandernagore and Calcutta ; but the intem- 
perance produced by the diftribution of the prize-money of Plafly, 
had fpread fuch ficknefs, after the nuns ceafed in September, that 
two thirds of the rank and file were in the hofpital at the end of 
Oftober. Their recovery retarded the departure of the whole until 
the 1 7th of November, when they embarked and proceeded from 
Chandernagore. 

In this interval Colonel Clive had prevailed upon Ramranfing to 
come to him from Midnapore. To avoid the Nabob’s troops with 
Coja Haddee, who, at Clive’s requeft, were halting at Burdawan, 
he embarked at Piply with a party of European foldiers, which 
had been fent thither to efcort him to Chandernagore ; from whence 
he proceeded with the army to Muxadavad. The Rajah of Ber- 
boin, on hearing that the Englifh troops were preparing to take the 
field, fent parties to furround and feize the Frenchmen with Sin- 
fray ; but they got warning of his intentions, and of 60, 36 efcaped. 
The other 24 were made prifoners, and conduced to Coflimbuzar, 
and from thence fent to Calcutta. Four of them were agents of 
the French company, who had been taken and had given their 
parole at Chandernagore. 

VoL. II. 


11 ^ 

November. 


N n 


Tlie 



274 The Wae or Bengal. Book VIII. 

1757. The Jtroop^ with Clive Arrived at Muxadavad on the a 5th of No- 
Novembcr. Meerum, dreading his refentment for the murder of the 

infaitt Mirta Mui>dee, had rejeafed the brother and nephew of 
RAt»rawding from their imprifonment before his arrival, and received 
Ramranfing himfelf, whom Ciive introduced to him with much 
courtefy ; to Clive lie demeaned himfelf with every fimulation of hu» 
mility. Roydoolub, when prelfed Ipy Clive to march with him, con- 
tinued his pretext of ficknefs, adding tlie better plea of the publick 
bufinefs, which required his prefence for fome days longer in tlie city ; 
but his apprehenlions of the Nabob and Meerum were at this time 
encreafed by new fufpicions, which they pretended to entertain of him. 

Mirra Sallee, the renter of the province of Orixa to the Morratoe 
Jaiiogee, having been deficient in his payments and accounts, 
came to Muxadavad a little before the death of Surajah Dow- 
lah, to whom he propofed fome projedt for reftoring that province to 
the government of Bengal. A Morratoe named Subut then obtained 
the government from Janogee, and he likewife had lately been at 
Muxadavad, where he contraded a connexion, fuppofed to be 
more intimate than it was, with Roydoolub : he was at this time at 
Jonagee’s court, but font forward his agent, named Chemnefaw, to 
manage, until he himfelf (hould come. Chemnefaw arrived at 
Cutteck in the beginning of November, and received the vifit 
of the Englifli refident there with much infolence, and his at- 
tendants talked publickly that a body of 6000 Morratoes were 
coming with Subut himfolf, who intended to march into Midna- 
pore, and demand of Meer Jafiier the cefTion of all that country to 
the fouth of the river Piply, which anciently ufed to be rated as a 
part of Orixa. Thefe difeourfes induced the Englifh refident, and 
gave pretence to the friends of Meer Sallee, to reprefont Subut and 
Roydoolub as engaged withone other, Roydoeduhtogive the Morratoe 
the country he wanted, and the Morratoe to aflift Roydoolub in time 
of need againft Mar Jatfier. Meerum pretended to believe the plot} 
but Clive gave no credit to tlie imputation, and feeing that Roydoo- 
lub’smiftruft of the Nabob was the principal caufe of his unwilllng- 

uefs 
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nefs tb be neat* him, acquiefcecl to Ifhe delay he I'eqtured, and pro- 
niiled' to effect ati entire reconciliation betvreen tileml 

On the' 30th' Clive marched from the cify, taking all the Euro- 
peans at CofTimbuiar.. They were 250, arid not ' ro bf them ill, 
having been pmferved by the excellence of the climate here from the 
effeifts even of equal intemperance with thofe below, Of Whom more 
than 100 of thole which came with Clive were" unable fo proceed 
any farther, and were left to garrilbn the fadory. The Sepoys, 
in whatfoever quarters, had been preferVed by the ullial regula- 
rity of their lives fl*om all extraordinary illnefs. The whole 
foice was 550 Europeans, including the artillery-men, and 15O0 
Sepoys. On the 3d of December they arrived at Rajahmalial, and 
encamped within half a league of the Nabob’s army. He vifited 
Colonel Clive the next day, when the whole line was drawn out to 
receive him, and performed their cxercife and fome evolutions, 
which he admired, and ordered 10,000 rupees to be diftributed 
amongft the foldiers. 

Coddum Huflein, with 2000 horfe and 5000 foot, had fome days 
before croffed the Ganges oppofite to Rajahmalial, where a river 
coming from the north leads into the midft of the Purneali country. 
The rebels, more difplrited by the approach of the Englllh troops, 
than the appearance of the Nabob’s, quitted their intrenchnients, 
which were ftrong, and difperfed before they were attacked. Soon 
after OguHing was t.iken prllbiier, on which all the other officers 
either fubmitted or fled the country ; and in lefs than a fortnight, by 
the 9th of December, Coddum Huflein was in quiet poflelfion of 
the govermnent. 

The extlntJrion of this rebellion, the lubmiliion of Ramramfing, 
and no appearance of the renewal of difturbance at Dacca, left the 
Nabob without any farther apprehenfions for the tranquillity of Ben- 
gal, and determined him to march immediately to Patna, fully bent 
OH removing Ramnarain, who was ftill ftanding on his guard, but 
had been difappointed in his expeflatlons, ifhe ever entertained any, 
of being join^ by Sujah Dowlah, whom his own affairs detained 
in his own ceuntry. Clive, feeing the time he had tvuked for, re- 
N n 2 flifcd 
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1 757. fufed to accompany the Nabob to Patna, before all that remained to 
be paid and fettled of his agreements with the Englifli Ihould be dif- 
charged and fulfilled. In aggravation of this dilemma, it was im> 
poffible to fatisfy the Englifh claims immediately, without the af- 
fiftance ofRoydoolub, through whofe office, as duan, all money, 
bills, and patents, muft pafs; and on this ground Clive reprefented 
to the Nabob the ablurdity of their variance, and propofed a feri- 
ous reconciliation, of which he himfelf would be the guarantee.' 
The neceflity of marching to Patna prevailed, and the Nabob, at 
leaft in appearance, acquiefced J and on the notice, Roydoolub reco- 
vered, left the city, and arrived m the camp on the 23d of the 
month. He was the next day introduced by Mr. Watts to the Na- 
bob, who received him with every demonftration of cordiality. On 
the 30th, the Nabob, Roydoolub, and Omarbeg, came to the tent 
of Clive, and Mr. Watts affifted at the conference. Before other 
bufinefs, the Nabob and Boydoolub made a folemn renunciation of 
all their former fufpicions and animofity. On the ftate of the ac- 
count of the treaty monies, there was now due near twenty- 
three lacks of rupees. Orders on the treafury at Muxadavad were 
ligned for the immediate payment of 12 and a half lacks, 
and refcripts given on Omarbeg, as Phoufdar of Hughly, and 
on the Rajahs of Burdwan and Kifnagur, for the remaining half 
of the 23 lacks. Thefe refcripts are called tuncaws, and entitle the 
holder to receive to the amount from the treafuries of the diftridts 
on which they are given, as the revenues come in. Tuncaws were 
likewife given on the fame diftrifts for the next payment, amount- 
ing to 1 9 lacks, which would fell due in the enfuing April. The 
Nabob ordered Roydoolub to iffiie under the feals of the Nabobfhip 
and Duanny the patents empowering the company to take poffeffion 
of the ceded lands fouth of Calcutta, with the authority of Zemin- 
darry ; which, being feudal lordihip of land, does not extend to 
life ; but to imprilbnment on any occalion, and to the fcourge, even 
for the evafion of debt, elpecially to the government : but the Na- 
bob referved to himfelf the annual fum of 222,958 rupees arifing on 
thefe lands, and allowed by the Mogul government, as on many 

others 
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others in the province, as a jaghire, or penfion for his cxpences 
without account. All thefe points were adjufted without difpute, or 
even the appearance of diffenfion ; but it was ftill more neceflary 
to fettle the objed of the prefent expedition. The Nabob’s intention 
to remove Ramnarain, in order to give the government of Patna to 
one or other of his more immediate dependants, would inevitably 
be produftive of long difturbance and confiilion ; for it could, not be 
doubted that Ramnarain, knowing the Nabob’s enmity to him, 
would, on the approach of the army, oiler any terms to Sujah Dow- 
lah for his affiftance, unlefs prevented by afliirances he could rely on,, 
that it was not intended to difplace him. Obnoxious as Clive knew 
the propofal would be, he made it ; adding to the obvious arguments, 
the neceffity to which the Englilh troops might at any time during 
the campaign be reduced, by the arrivjd of a French force in the 
river, to return on fudden warning to defend Calcutta ; when the 
Nabob and his army might be left fighting with their own enemies in 
Behar. He then, as before in the cafe of Ramramfing and Roydoolub, 
offered his mediation if neceflary, promifing to preferve every right of 
the Nabob’s demands and authority. The Nabob again having no valid 
alternative to propofe, confcnted that Clive fhould write i letter to 
Ramnarain, advifing him to come and pay his refpedls to the Na- 
bob on the road ; and aflTuring him of fafety and favour. All thele 
material points being fettled, it was refolved to march forward 
without delay. Thus ended the conference with leeming amity, but 
real grudge in the Nabob to Roydoolub and Clive, and not without 
fufpicions in them of him. 

On the ad of January, three days after the conference, the army 
began to move from Rajahmahnl. At the Nabob’s requeft the Eng- 
lilhled the van. Roydoolub, with his, amounting to loooo men, 
and the artillery of the government, followed next ; and the Nabob 
with the main body, amounting to' 40000, brought up the rear : 
each had their fleet of boats; and for the convenience of provifions and 
encampment, as well as to prevent the occafions of quarrel amongft 
the refpedlive Ibldieries, it was agreed that the three divifions (hould 
always make their halts at the diftance of one day’s march from 
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1758. each other. They followed the fame road as M.\jor Coote had’ 
marched'. The prc^rels of the troops of the government was con- 
tinually interrupted' by halts to bring on their baggage and repair 
their artillery ; and the Englifh were obliged to wait, as the Nabob 
did not like they fhould be for before him. On the 29th he received 
letters from Delhi, advifing that the patents of his confirmation in 
the Ndbobfliip had been made out, and titles granted to his fon and' 
fevcral others of his family ; and the Seats Informed Colonel Clive, 
that he likewifb was created a munfiibdar or commander of 6000 
horfe, with feveral names. All the advices hitherto received from 
Patna, reported Ramnarain to be taking meafures for his defence, 
and that he had broken down the bridges on the road within 30 miles 
of Patna ; but he had not then received the letter from Clive : as 
foon as it reached him, he wiotc an anfwer, without any ftipuLuion, 
or fign of miftruft, that he fhould proceed without delay to wait on 
Clive and the Nabob. Accordingly on the 22d he embaikcd in hi:> 
boats, whilft his retinue of cavalry marched along the road, and on 
the 25th vifited Clive. The next day he proceeded, accom])anied by 
Mr. Watts, to the Naliob, who received him with the attentions 
ulually teftifled to his rank in the ftate, and requefted him to follow 
in the rear, in order to fiicilitate their communications on bufinefs ; 
but in reality to mark his inferiority to the province. Tliis inten- 
tion efcaped not the obfervation of the camp, but even produced re- 
ports that the Nabob had placed him there, out of the reach of fuccour, 
in order to deftroy him ; and Clive himl’elf, not receiving either let- 
ters or intelligence from him for feveral days, had the fame fufpi- 
' cions, and wrote for explanation to Omarbeg and Roydooliib ; from 
whom, as well as Ramnarain, he received letters on the 3d of Fe- 
Icbruary. bruary, which fatlsfied him of the fafety of Ramnarain’s perfon, but 
did not remove his apprehenfions that tlie Nabob meant him ill in 
other refpefts. On the 4th the Englifh troops halted at Jaffier 
Cawn’s garden two milds from the Kelah or fort, which (lands at 
the eafl end of the' city of Patna, Early tlie next morning, a large 
body of the Nabob’s troops were perceived marching to the left, and 
pafling beyond the Englifh towards the city, and Gllve received pri- 
^ vate 



Book VIII. Meer Japfieu. 279 

vate information that Ccja JIaddee, who commanded them, was 1758. 
ordered by die Nabob tofi^er no troops, excepting his own divifion, pJbr^. 
to enter the gates until the Nabob himfelf Ihould arrive there. This 
arrang^nent was intended to give a notion to the capital of the pro- 
vince, that theEnglifli troops wete as fubfervient to the Nabob as his 
own. Clive waited until Coja Haddee’s divifion were in poiielfion of the 
gate) and then marched up, demandingadmittance. Coja Haddee being 
attached to Roydoolub, and knowing his refped and reliance on 
Clive, mentioned the general order he had received from the Na- 
bob ; but laid, that it could not be meant to extend to his friends 
the Englilh, and admitted the troops with more pleafure than re- 
luftance. Clive, fatisfied with havbg eftablilhed the point of ho- 
nour, did not Hop, but continued his march through the city to the 
Englilh faftory, which fiands on the farther fide, very hear the 
weftern gate. The next day, being the 6th, he received a letter 
from the Nabob, with inconfiftent excufes for the forced march of 
Cojee Haddee’s divifion, and requefting Clive to encamp at Banka- 
poor, which is five miles beyond the Englilh faftory, where the 
company have a large garden. Clive had before determined to do 
lb ; and the troops proceeded thither immediately. The day after, 
another letter defired him to move to Duiapoor, five miles farther, 
becaule the Nabob himlelf intended to encamp at Bankapoor. This 
defign of removing the Englilh troops to fuch a diftance, and of 
keeping the whole of the Nabob’s army between them and the city, 
railed fufpicaons, which correfponded with other intelligence. Pro- 
nufes, delays, diftrefles, relief, were to be alternately employed, and 
bribes as thb laft refource, to draw Clive to an acqulefcence to the 
Nabob’s defigns, which continued invariaWy to deprive Ramnarain of 
the government of Patna, and to confer it on his own brother Meer 
Colfim, when the other offices and departments of the province 
would be fhared amongft the favourites and dependants of his for- 
mer fortune. Roydoolub, who had always fufpefked, was now con- 
vinced that fuch were the Nabob's intentions, and, leeing hb oSVn 
deftru^fioa blended with Ramnarain’s, united their eouiKils, what*- 
locver might have been their former connexions, without mferve. 

5 Both 
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1758. Both by their emiffaries, for they d^rcd not write, and the order 
of encampment prevented vllits, explained their ideas of the Nabob to 
Clive, and artfully infinuated dangerous Intentions even Againft the 
Englilh. Clive knew not what to apprehend, but did not entirely 
rejedt tlie opinion of treacheiy ; and to prevent it, crofled the whole 
of his army with the boats and ftores into a large ifland in the 
Ganges, which lies oppofite to Bankapoor, where they wdre fe- 
parated from immediate communication with the fhore. He at the 
lame time fent Mr. Watts to the Nabob, to dilcover the meaning 
of his laft requeft, and to complain leiioufly of his condudt to 
Ramnarain, whom he had kept in the camp inftead of permitting 
him to return with proper marks of dignity to the city, contrary to 
his promifes at Rajahmahal. Mr. Watts perceived no fymptoms of 
treachery in the Nabob, but likewile no willingnefs to conclude the 
bulinefs of Ramnarain, which he faid he Ihould deter until he liiw 
colonel Clive. On the 12th, the Nabob came into the city; and 
Ramnanun likewife, but without any marks of authority. The 
Nabob kept his army on the eaftern hde, inllead of encamping 
them, as he hadpropofed at Bankapoor, to the weft. On the 14th, 
Clive vilited him, and this was the firft time they had met, lince 
they parted at Rajahmahal. Tlie Nabob imputed the delay of 
Ramnarain’s appointment to Roydoolub, who had the accounts and 
arrangements to fettle. It is probable that Roydoolub, finding Clive 
lefs impreffed with refentment ag|ainft the Nabob than he wilhed, 
thought this delay would not feU to exafperate him ; which the Na- 
bob now turned on himfelf, and had well nigh made a quarrel be- 
tween them, if Clive had not recollefted the neceffity of fufpedting 
the views of all, and of entering into none beyond what was con- 
ducive to the public wclfere. 

Much more time would probably have been wafted in the conflidl 
of thele intrigues, if news had not arrived from the weftward, which 
renewed the former apprehenfions of the approach of Sujah Dow- 
lah from Lucknow, who was now to be accompanied by a great 
body of Morratoe horfe, and as before by the party of Europeans 
with Mr. Law, who were remaining un^r his protedtion and fup- 

port 
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port ftt AHahabad; and with thefe reports, arrived in the camp the 1758. 
Morratoe Subut, who, inftead of proceeding direftly to his govern- 
meut pf Orijea, came from Nagore with a oommiffion from jouagee 
and Balagerow, to demand the arrears of chout due to the Morratoe 
nations from the province of Bengal, which amounted to 24 lacks 
of rupees. The vicinity of an army of Morratoes at this time 
in the Doab, not only proteded Subut from indignity, but obliged 
Meet Jaffier to fupprefs any manifeftation of his former fufpicions 
of the union between him and Roydoolub; and the fame dread ren- 
dered the Englifli as neceflary to him as when he took the field at 
Muxadavad ; and on the 23d, he performed the ceremony of dif- 
pofing of the government of Patna, ietting in full Durbar, attended 
by all his courtiers. A fuit of drefs imth jewels on a golden plate was 
laid before him, which he ordered to be carried away immediately with 
an efcort to his fon Meerum at Muxadavad, whom he called Nabob 
of Patna. Then another fuit of the fame prefents, which he gave 
with his own hand to Ramnarrin, pronouncing him deputy to 
Meerum in the Naboblhip. The appointment of Meerum was 
merely nominal, not derogating from .the authority of Ranuiarain, 
which contjinued relponfible to the Nabob alone, but rendering him 
liable to fome additional preients ; and the bargain for Ramnarain’s 
appointment had been fettled at feven lacks of rupees, which were 
exa£ted under the pretext of a balance remaining due on the adjuft- 
ment of the accounts of the province. .Other Aims, unknown, but 
fuppofed not inconfiderable, were likewife colleded by the Nabob ; 
for the chiefs of all the diftriAs, as well Moors as Indians, were 
fummoned, as ufual in fuch vifitations, to pay homage, and none 
came empty-handed ; and thofe againft whom we)'e any real or fic- 
titious caufes of complaint, were fevetcly fined. Of thefe Comgar 
Cawn and Sunderfing, two petty rsyahs in that pact of the moun- 
tains which lie between the province of Behar and the difirid of 
Berboin in Bengal, had been fighting for three months, and only 
laid down their arms on the approach of the Nabob. Both were 
fummoned to .attend the Durbar. Qomgar Cawn, who was moft in 
fjuilt, evaded ; and Sunderfing would not come until he received af- 
VoL. II. O o furances 
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furaoccs from Clive of being treated with juftice. Pulwanling, 
another of thefe Indian chiefs, whofe diftrifts lye at the s.w. extre-* 
mity of the province amongft the mountains along the banks of 
the Caramnafla, was a notorious plunderer, and had incurred the re^ 
fentnicntol Ramuarain : he likewife refufed to appear until he had 
received the fame fecurity. Thefe attentions to the mediation of 
Clive grated the Nabob’s mind, which returned to its former an- 
tipathies, on intelligence that neither the Morratoes nor Sujah 
Dowlah were likely to profecute their intended projeft of invading 
Behar. Clive, neverthclefs, did not relax the rein. 

All the falt-petre provided by the European fettlemcnts in Bengal ■ 
is made in the country on the other fide of the Ganges above Patna. 
The farm was always monopolized, and had long been in the hands of 
Cojah Wazeed, the great merchant of Hughley. Difputes had often 
rifen between his fervants and thofe of the Englilh faftory at Patna ; 
and two months before they had come to blows, when two of the fac^ 
tory’s fervants were killed. This accident gave Clive the plea of 
alking the Nabob to grant the fiirm to the Englifh company, as the 
only means of preventing fiich difputes in future. He offered the 
highefl: terms at which the form had' ever been rated ; but the Na- 
bob knew, that he could not exaft on any pretence from the con>- 
pany the additional prefents, which the renter, whilft his fubjeft-, 
could not refiife. This motive of his repugnance was, however, 
below his dignity to acknowledge, and after many objeftions he 
confented, referving the recript of 20,000 raaunds, or 1 ,600,000 
pounds weight a year, for his own ufe. The agents of the Dutch 
Eaft-India company protefted againft the grant ; which Clive an- 
fwered by producing a letter, in which they had afked the farm of 
Surajah ^wlah for themfelves. However it was agreed to fupply 
ftiem with the quantity they ufed to purchafe. 

The obtainment of this favour did not induce Clive to any re- 
mlffion in the authentic demands^ The troops were in the fourth- 
month of the campaign, and only the pay of two, amounting to- 
txvo beks, had been Although the Rajahs of Burdwan 

and. 
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and Kifnagur had accepted the tuncaws given on their diftrias, they 1758. 
had hitherto paid nothing ; and Omarbeg, as Phoufdar of Hughly, 
declared that he had no means of fatisfyiug any part of the 6,500,000 ' 

rupees charged on him, excepting by giving a quantity of fait, 
which whei> fold might produce two lacks. On this, Clive wtQ^e 
to Roydoolub that he (hould fend his troops to alk their money fpf 
him, and fignified to the Nabob that he might fpare the Englifli 
five out of the feven lacks he was to receive from Ramiiarain. The 
Nabob replied, that this very fum was appropriated to pay the Mo- 
gul’s tribute at Delhi, but offered bills on Ramnarain for two lacks, 
payable at 50,000 rupees a mouth, which Clive was contented to 
receive. 

The to and fro of thefe official difcuffions had brought the time 
to the 1 8th of March; and the Nabob, having now nothing to March, 
fear from foreign enemies before the end of the rainy feafon in Sep- 
tember, refumed his firft views of giving the government of Patna 
to Meer Coffim, but, ftill afiaid to venture whilft the Englilh troops 
remained in Behar, refolved to outftay them, and became as an- 
xious to fend them away as he had been to bring them with liim. 

Knowing their want of money, he thought the more he fhould delay 
to fupply it, and poftpone their other bufmefs, the fooner they 
themfelves would become defirous of departing, to fave expence to 
no purpofc. 

Clive, fufpe£ling this cunning, infifted that Roydoolub fhould 
immediately give fecurity for the deficiency of the Hughlcy tuncaws ; 
but Roydoolub was on the point of nnaklng a vifit of dt\ otion to 
Giiyah, a town of great faifotity and pilgrimage, fituated at the foot 
of the mountains, 60 miles to the fouth of Patna. He fet out on the 
19th of March, and Clive refolved to remain until he returned : 
but on the firft of April font forward the main body of the Englilh il. 
troops on the road to Bengal, with orders to proceed flowly. They 
were augmented by 1000 Sepoys, who had been levied In the Bodge- 
pore country, where the natives are much hardier than in Bengal, 
and even more than in any part of Behar. On the, 7th, Roydoolub 
O o 2 returned 
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returned from Guyah, and by this time the Nabob- had- tatoaiti the 
refblution of going to pay his devotions likewife, at a Vinous 
or tomb of a faint, near the town of Bchar, which is fituated 40 
miles to the Ibuth-eaft of Patna ; by this jpurney he faid no tim^ 
would be loft, as it would require ten days to adjuft fome aftairs. 
and accounts in difpute between his brotlier Meer Coflim and Ram> 
narain : he hoped in this interval that the Englifti troops would 
have been far advanced on their way, and Clive have joined them, 
in which cafe he intended to return to Patna, and remove Ramna- 
rain. But Clive refblved not to feparatc himfelf from Ramnarain 
until he faw him out of danger, and advifed Roydoolub likewife, 
although in the held, to keep at hand. A momentary inftaiit of ge- 
neral fatisfaiftion and compliments occurred on the 1 4th by the arri- 
val of meflengers from Delhi, with the authentic patents of the ho- 
norary titles conferred on the Nabob, relations, and Clive : they 
likewife brought Junnudsy or the commiftion for the Nabobfhip, but 
deficient in fome eflential formalities, which were withheld until the 
Nabob fhould have remitted a ftim of money to Delhi : the funnuds 
were, ncvcrthelefs, proclaimed as fully valid, and few knew the con- 
trary. The next day, the l 4 ’abob proceeded to Behar ; and, feeing 
that Clive ftill remained at Patna, mftru<fted his brother Meet Coflim 
to diftemble, who accordingly pretended to be perfed;ly fatisfied 
with the adjuftment of his affeirs with Ramnarain, and promifed to.^ 
leave Patna and come to Muxadavad as foon as he had fettled his 
more private concerns ; and the Nabob himfelf, inftead of returning 
as he had intended from Behar to Patna, proceeded from thence on the 
24th ftraight acrofs the country to Bar on the bank of the Ganges,, 
about 35 miles below Patna, where the main body of his army and 
their fieeet of boats were aliembled ; on which Clive left the city,, 
tarrying Ramnarain with him, to take leave of the Nabob. On the 
30th, the Nabob R(ydoolub, and Ramnarain, met by appointment on. 
board of Clive’s budgerow. The Nabob exprefted perfect ftitis^-- 
tion in Ramnarain’s integrity and fiddhy, aftiired him of being con- 
tinued in the government, and permitted him to fet out. the fame 
I day 
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day on his return-: he then ordered a part of his army to march 
on to Muxadav^ad, and kept the reft to amufe himfelf with in 
huntings albng the hills ; but confeiitcd that Roydooluh fliould ac- 
company Clive, in order to dilcharge the deficiencies of the balances 
of money due on the treaties. Thus ended this political campaign, in 
which an army of 50,000 men had marched 300 miles out of their 
own province, and continued four months in the field, without firing, 
a inulket ; but produced the full accomplifliment of all that Clive 
intended, who maintained his decifion over all interefts, by nof 
yielding to the prejudices of partiality, or the proffers of private^ 
advantage. 

The French party which had efcaped from Dacca to Rungpore, 
had raifed a mud fort not far from the foot of the mountains, on the 
bank of the river Tefta, in which they maintained themlelves un- 
molefted, until Coffim Ally, the Phoufdar of the country, received 
the Nabob’s orders to attack them ; when they were furrounded by 
a great number of his people, who in lefs than a month reduced 
them to famine ; on which they embarked in their boats, and went 
down the river, intending to regain the^Great Ganges ; but were 
followed and harrafled fo much, that they landed again, but on 
the other fide of the river, and marched to the neighbouring town 
of Dinagepore, the capital of a Rajah, who with much timidity 
was a good man, which Mr. Courtin knowing, refrained from. any 
violence to his people; who were all as timorous as the Rajah 
himfelf, and maintained the party with provifions, until an officer 
at Mr. Courtin’s requeft came from Coffimbuzar, to whom they fur- 
rendered prifoners, and were received with Ibme terms of Indulgence. 
Their number was reduced from 30 Europeaiis to 1 1, and from 100 
to 30 Sepoys. 

The fmall number of troops left in Calcutta after the army took the 
fieldwith Colonel Clive, wasnotfufficienttokeepuptheneceffary guards 
with fufficient ftri£tnefs; which encouraged the French prifoners 
to attempt their efcape. The building of the gaol was not lijfficient 
to.hold them ; and, as the enclofure had very high walls, they were- 
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1 75S. permitted to remain in the area ; taking advantage of this liberty, 
under the wall in a part unfrequented and covered with 
bfuflies, and in the night of the -iSth of December, all of them, 
'being 90, efcaped through the hole, and before morning moft of 
' them had crofled the river, and not one was immediately retaken. 
Some were fuljDeded to have gone to the Danilh fadlory oppolite 
Hugliley ; but the agents there would not admit the fearcli. A 
month after 1 5 were flopped in Midnapore ; and in the month of 
March, 30 more at Cutteck, going through Oiixa, to join their 
countrymen in Chicacolc. 

The fquadron with Mr. Pococke failed for the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, in the beginning of February ; the condemnation of the 
Kent, and the dllpatch of the floop to England, had reduced it to 
three ftiips of the line, and two frigates of 20 guns. Their de- 
parture, frequent although vague reports from fea of French ar- 
maments, the expeftation of fending a great part of the Englifli 
force into the field again with the Nabob, and above all the recent 
remembrance of calamity, had determined the prefidency to provide 
for the future fafety of Qilcutta, by raifing a fort capable of the 
utmoft defence ; and all the natives which could be hired were con- 
•tinually employed in the work. The Ipot was cholen 1200 yaids 
to the fouth of the old fort ; but not fo near the river. 

Various reports had been bi ought to Muxadavad, during the 
campaign to Patna. In February, foon after Ramnarain joined the 
camp on the road, it was faid that the Nabob had caufed him to be 
affaflinated ; but, at the lame time, came other news, that the Ra- 
jah Sunderfing, by the inftigation of Roydoolub, had fallen on the 
Nabob’s quarters in the night, and had killed him in his tent. How- 
ever improbable, Meerum believed both reports, and aflemblcd all the 
forces quartered round the city : this alarm was foon quieted by au- 
thentic letters from the camp ; but the fame principles of fufpicion 
and animofity had driven Meerum to greater excefles of apprehen- 
fion, on the approach of Colonel Clive and Roydoolub returning 
from the campaign. 


The 
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The Coffimbuzar river from January to June is too fhallow for 1758. 

boats of burthen, which obliged the Englifh troops, with their ^pni * 

fleet, to keep along the great river, until they came to Bogwon- 
gola, and from whence they marched acrofs the Ifland to Muxadavad, 
where Clive arrived on the 1 5th, and found the whole city in the 
utmoft confternation ; and on the fame day, he received advices of, 
great importance from the coaftof Coromandel; to which our nar^ 
xative now returns^ 
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T he new year opened in the Carnatic with as little adivity as the j 

laft had doled. The French troops remained in Pondicherry 
waiting the arrival of their expeded armament from Europe, during J*""**/. 
which, Mr. Soupire, as he fays in a memoir he has publilhed, en- 
tered into a negociation with two Jemautdars of the En glife Se- 
poys to furprizeTritchinopoly, by means of the French prifoners. 

Four hundred were in confinement in the city, and 50 or 60 had at 
various times been received into the Englilh fervice, and in the end 
of December, foon after Calliaud returned from Madrafs, two of 
the enlifted Frenchmen accufed one De la Forge, who had been 
accepted as a furgeon’s mate, that he had tampered with them to 
concur in a proj^, by which the foreigners in the fervice of the 
garrifbn were to murder the Englifli guards in the night, then 
open the prifons, arm the prifoners, and with their alliftance, over- 
power the reft of the troops. Four other Frenchmen avowed the 
fame converfation with De la Forge, who, with much obftinacy, 
denied that he had ever fpoken one word to any one of them : he 
was however hanged two days after his trial. This might have 
been the firft opening of Mr. Soupire’s fcheme, although lie fays 
nothing of it ; but nothing was difcovered of his confpiracy with 
the Sepoys, which he feems to have protrafted until the end of 
April. 

Enfign Banatyne at Outramalore, receiving intelligence that zoo 
of the French Sepoys at Carangoly had delerted on ibme difpute 
VoL. II. P p with 
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with the renter, and that the reft were inclined to mutiny, marched 
on the night of the 25th of January, with 500 Sepoys, and 50 Euro- 
peans, and an hour before day-break made an aflault by efcalade on a 
part of the wall, which was in a ruinous condition ; but they were 
repulfed with the lofs of 1 1 Sepoys killed, and 2 Europeans wounded. 
Slight as this was, no aiftion of equal enterprise paffed in the con- 
tending diftritfts until the end of April, although the mutual incur- 
fions were as frequent as before ; but being always levelled at de- 
feiicclefs villages, they carried the reproach of robbery, more than 
the reputation of war ; and each fide lofing as much as it gained by 
thefe depredations, the French officer at Vandiwalh propoled a con- 
ference to put an end to them, and Banatyne was permitted to treat 
with him. 

The reports which the French government fpread with much di- 
ligence, ^ their approaching fiipericnrity on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, encouraged even the moft infignificant chiefs, which held 
under the Nabob, or the company, to queftion or infult their autho- 
rity. In the vaft plain which occupies the Carnatic, from the lati- 
tude of Puliacate to the river Coleroon, are many trafts of Tandy 
ground fpread amongft the richeft diftrifts of the country. Tlielc 
foils having always been neglefled by the labourer, and left to nature, 
propagate abundance of ufelefs vegetation. In fome, which with 
care would rear the coco-nut, the eaftern palms prevail, a few of 
which, rifing to their full growth, fpread their feeds with the wind, 
which in a fucceflion of time cover the whole extent with plants, 
that ftrangllng one another by their multitude, remain ftunted, and 
create the ftubborneft of thickets. Others of thefe tradls, Inftead 
of bearing the palm kinds, will only produce a ftrong and fpreading 
fhrub, which rifos to the height eight or nine feet, and forms 
one continued coppice. Many of thefe wilds are from 15 to 40 
miles in circumference, and all of thefe extents are poffefled by petty 
Polygars, with their clans of half-favage fubjefts, whofe occupation 
is to rob the neighbouring villages in tfie qight, and in the clay to 
take all kinds of venifon and game, in which they are fo expert, 
that they rarely fril, on the fliorteft notice, to produce the quantity 
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demanded by any perfon in authority. By thefe obelfances, and 1758. 
fometimes a fmall prefent of money, and now and then ridding the irp — ' 
country of a tiger, they compenfate their thefts, which are rarely 
attended with bloodfhed, or violence ; when they are, troops march, 
their hamlets are burnt, and prifoners taken, the chief himfelf in 
preference, who atone feverely for the mifdeeds, whether of them- 
fdves or their fellows. Two of thefe Polygars, between whofe 
woods the fort of Trepaflbor is fituated, ventured in the end of -Ja- 
nuary to make incurfions, not only into the diftrids dependant on 
this fort, but even into thofe of Pondamalee, within 1 5 miles of 
Madrafs, and carried off large quantities of grain and cattle from 
the villages ; on which the commandant, Jemaul Saab, who had re- 
turned from Tinivelly to Madrafs, was ordered to march againrt; 
them with four companies of Sepoys. The one, named Rangapah 
Naigue, immediately afked pardon, and made reftitution and atone- 
ment ; but the other, Wardapah Ndgue, flood on his defence, until 
Jemaul Saib had penetrated into his woods, and burnt feveral of the, 
hamlets concealed in them ; on whicli, he fubmitted likewife, and 
the Sepoys were withdrawn. 

The army of the Morattoes under the command of Balaventrow', 
which, in the preceding year, had defeated the Nabob of Cudapah, 
who fell in the battle, found notwithftanding this victory, that they 
could not eafily compleat the redu< 9 ion of the country; forAbdiill 
Nabcy Cawn, the coufiii-german and neaicfl relation of the de- 
ceafed Nabob, threw himfelf with a flrong fotce into the ftrongill 
fortrefs of the province called ^/Vo»r,near the town of Cudapah and tlic 
late field of battle; and others of the Pitan Captains flood on their de- 
fence in their relpedlive holds, the lieges of wdiich would employ more 
time than the extent of Balaventrow’s expedition. He thcr.;fbre lent 
agents to negotiate with Abdull Nabey ; but likewilc detaclu-d partli ^ 
to harrafs the dilliidts adjacent to the forts which held out ; duiing 
which he marched himfelf with the main body of his army acrols 
tile province of Cudapah to theeallward, and, when arrivtd on the 
confines of the Carnatic to the n-w. formed three divifions, one of 
which went againll the Polygar Bomiauzc ; the other entered the 
P p 2 • difiii» 5 li 
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1758. diftri<fts of Daroarlah Venketappah and Bangar Yatcham-naigue ; 

February. appeared himfelf before Nelore. The Na- 

bob, in fettling the treaty of tribute in the preceding year with 
Armetrow, the deputy of Balaventrow, gave, in the general affeff- 
ment on his vaflals, an order on each of thefe Polygars to pay him 
70,000 rupees, and the pretence on which Balaventrow now com- 
menced hoftilities againft them was, that the afleflinent meant only 
the rate of the aftual year, whereas they owed, he faid, for the fix be- 
fore; and the reafon he gave for attacking Nelore was, to prevent Na- 
zeabulla from marching againft the Nabob, with a large body of French 
troops, which he heard wero advauclng to join him from Mr. Bufly*s 
army ; but NazeabuUah, having without hefitation paid him a fum 
adequate to his expedlations, he a few days after wrote to the Nabob, 
recommending a reconciliation between them. His detachments plun* 
dered the fair towns of Venkati Gherri and Calaftri ; and all the three 
Polygars were fo frightened, that, in expectation of the affiftance 
of the Englifh, each of them gave bonds and fccurity for the payment 
of their tribute to the Nabob, which were not equal to the demands of 
Balaventrow; immediately after this the Morattoes left their coun- 
try, as the Polygars believed, from refpeCt to the remonftrances 
of the prefidency, but in reality purfuant to orders received at this 
time from Balagerow ; they returned into Cudapah, where Balaven- 
trow concluded at Sidout a treaty with Abdul Nabey Cawn, by 
which it was agreed, that the country fhould be equally divided be- 
twixt them : and the Morattoes were put in pofleilion of Goram- 
condah, a ftrong fort and pais midway in the range of mountains, 
which bound the province of Cudapah to the weft. A part of the 
army was left to guard the ihare of the Morattoes in the province, 
and Balaventrow, with the reft, recrofted the weftern mountains, 
and marched towards Sirpi, ordering at the fame time the detach- 
ment with Armetrow at Velore to join him there. 

The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab, having gathered 1000 horfe, 
and z or 3000 foot> moved in the beginning of the year from 
Chitore to ChandergherrL This place was anciently the capital of 
the Carnatic, at prefent an open town in ruins. It is fttuated about 
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10 miles from the famous pagoda of Tripetti, which Abdulwahab 
endeavoured to perfuade the company’s renter to deliver up : but the 
renter referred him to Madrafs, and he was deterred from the hof- 
tilities he intended, by the march of Jemaul Saheb againft the poly- 
gars of Trepaflbre. Not knowing therefore what to do with his 
troops, who clamoured for pay, he font them under the command 
of his principal officer to Mortizally of Vclore, who was preparing 
to attack the fort of Tripatore, at the bottom of the valley of Va- 
niambady. We are ignorant on what pretenfions thefe hoftilities 
were founded, but they were undertaken with much earneftnefs : 
for, befides his own, and the troops of Abdulwahab, the Phoufdar 
likcwife engaged the body of Morattocs then in his town with 
Armetrow. The whole force was 4000 horfe and 6000 foot ; but 
the fort of Tripatore was of difficult approach ; and on the 8th of 
Februaiy, the day after the batteries were opened, a Cannon-ball 
killed Armetrow; which being perceived by the garrlfon, they fallifed, 
routed the befiegers, and took their cannon. TheMorattoes imme- 
diately after this defeat quitted the country, and joined their main body 
in Myfore ; and the troops of Mortizally and Abdulwahab returned 
to their homes. 

Mr. Pocock, with the fhips of war from Bengal, arrived at Madrafs 
on the 24th of February ; they had been abfent 1 7 months on the 
expedition. The two frigates were immediately detached to cruize 
off Pondicherry. Some days after, arrived the Queenfborough frigate, 
which Admiral Stevens had difpatched with advices to Madrafs, from- 
whence (he had been fent to Bengal, and now returned from thence. 
On the 24th of March, Admiral Stevens himfelf arrived from Bom- 
bay with 4 ffiips of the line ; and on the 1 7th ctf April the fqua- 
dron failed to the fouthward. 

The Myfore general Hyderally, after his retreat from Madura in the 
end of the preceding year, continued at Dindigul, waiting the arrival* 
of a body of French troops, with which he intended to* return to the 
attack; and in the interval Mahomed Iflbof marched with his army 
from Chevelpetore to the city of Madura, and fet to -work to repair 
the fortifications. As the French troops in the Pagoda’ of Sbringham* 
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could not he diminifhed without danger from the garrifon in Tritch^. 
inopoly, Mr. Soupire fent the force he intended for Hyderally from 
Pon^cherry ; and fiom the reftraint laid on all his military operations, 
they were no more than 500 Sepoys and 75 Europeans, who arrived 
at Dindigul in the end of January. They were commanded by Mr. 
Aftruc, the fame officer who had been defeated by Major Lawrence 
before Tritch inopoly in the year 1753, fiqm which time he had 
continued a prifoner on his parole until the month qf Oftober of 
the preceding year, when he was exchanged. On his arrival at 
Oindigul, he found Hyderally prefled by urgent affairs to return to 
Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, which broke the fcheme of 
attacking M^i^lura ; foon after the interview, Hyderally depaittd, and 
Mr. Aftruc returned to tlie pagoda of Seringham, where he arrived 
on the 20th of March, and, having been long ill, died on tlie zzd ; 
he was a gallant and worthy man. 

The agent fent by the Nabob to Maphuze Khan arrived at Nelli- 
tangaville on the 28th of February, and found liim there, encamped 
in paltry tents, with 50 horfc, oftentatious of his poverty, pretend- 
ing much difcontcnt agabil his allies, and much attachment to the 
Nabob ; but when terms of reconciliation were propofed, nothing 
lefs would fatisfy him than the government of the whole country 
as an appanage in fee; indeed he was nivei mader of his own 
opinion, and at prefent not of his will, for tlie wcftcin polygars., 
elated by the riiiug fuperionty of the French in the Carnatic, took 
the field, and obliged him, who depended upon them for his fub- 
fiftcncc, to lend his name, and to appear with them in perfon as the 
pjetenfion of their hoflilities: the array was compofed of the troops of 
the Pulitaver, of Vadagheril, of die three nilnor polygars, Cotaltava, 
Nadacourch, and Savandah ; and from thecaftern fide, of Etlaporum, 
the deppndii^nt of Catabomiiiaigue, W'ho himfelf continued firm to 
his new connexion with the Englifli. The confcdcratts had like- 
wife perfuaded the Polygar of Shatore undtr the hills, wdiofe fort 
is only fifteen miles to the Ibuth of Chevelpctorc, to enter fo far 
into their views as to admit a body of the Pulitaver’s Colleiies into 
hjs fort, with whom and his ovvu he made depredations into the ad- 
jacent 
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jacent country, Mahomed Idibof, appteherifive of the attlval 

of Hyderally al\d the French, kept his fotce coUedted in Madura. 
As foon as the news of Hyderally ’s departure was confirmed, Ma- 
homed Iffoof took the field and marched againfl Shatore. The poly- 
gar on his appearance made fubmiffions, turned out the PuUtaver’s 
men, and paid a fine in money ; but as loon as the Englkh troops 
returned to Chevelpetore, he renewed his depredations ; on which 
Mahomed Iflbof attacked the fort again, which the poiygar, after a 
flight refiftance, abandoned ; and one of his relations Was appointed 
in his ftead. In the mean time, the confederates had, in various at- 
tacks freon Nellitangaville, taken all the pofts between this place and 
Tlnivelly, and many of the men placed to guard them were put to 
the fword ; at Tirancourchy» which Was taken by aflault in thb 
night, 47 horfemen, and a greater number of Sepoys, were killed. 
The confederates, elated with thefe fuccefles, threatened all who did 
not join them, and attacked the polygar of Outamalee, becaufe he 
had refufed. , They llkewife prepared to take pofieffion of Tinivelly, 
and boafted that they would reduce the fort of Palamcotah. But the 
approach df Mahomed Iflbof from Chevelpetore flopped their pto- 
grefs, nor had they courage to give him battle ; but, having 
ftrengthened die pofts they had taken, retreated to Nellitangaville, 
fending, however, detachments to harrafs and interrupt his ope- 
rations ; but without fuccefs ; for all their parties which ventured to 
meet, or could not avoid the encounter of the Sepoys, were beaten, 
and by the end of April all the pofts which had been taken were 
recovered. Mahomed Iflbof then relblved to cariy the war into the 
enemy’s country, and to begin with the polygar of Vadagherri, al- 
though the moft diftant, becaufe the moft powerful of the alliance. 
His villages in the plain were in flames, and the troops had begun to 
penetrate into the wood which enclofes his fort, when Iflbof received 
advices and inftrudtions from the prefidency at Madrafs, and from Cap- 
tain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly, which called him and the troops un- 
der his command to fervices of much greater neceflity and importance. 

At day‘-break, on the aSth of April, a fquadron of 1 2 fail were 
deferied Handing in from various points o£ the compafs for the road 
4 of 
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1758. of Fort St. David, where the Englilh frigates, Triton and Bridge- 
‘ water, chanced to be- at anchor. It was loon perceived that the 

ilraugers were French ; and two or three of the Ihips beingto the 
north of the road, whilft the reft were advancing from the fouth, 
precluded the efcape of the fiigates, aS the wind blew from the ofEng. 
The captains, therefore, prudently refolved to run their Ihips alhore, 
in order to preferve the men, which they effected without lofing any. 

The French fquadron was commarided by the Count D’Achc. 
After fome change in the Ihips which were firft appointed, he failed 
from Breft on the 6th of March of the preceding year, with the 
Zodiac of 74 guns, the Belliqueux of 70, the Superbe of 64, be- 
longing to the navy of France, and a 50 gun (hip, with a frigate 
belonging to the Eaft-India Company. On board of thefe Ihips was 
embarked the regiment of Lally, confifting of 1080 men, 50 of the 
foyal artillery, a great number of officers of diftindion, and 
the count de Lally, Colonel of the regiment of his name, lieutenant 
general in the French army, and now appointed Governor- general 
with the moft cxtenfive powers over all the French pofleffions and 
eftablilhments in India. The (hips had fcarcely got clear of the land, 
when a fquall of wind carried away the main-top gallant and the 
mizen top-maft of the Belliqueux, on which ihe made the lignal of 
diftrefs, and was obliged to anchor near the ihore in bad ground. 
The Zodiac immediately tacked, and worked clole-hauled to a^ her, 
and the fquall continuing, carried away the main and ibre-topmaft of 
this ffiip lUtewife. Thefe accidents induced Mr. D’Ache to return im- 
mediately into the port of Breft, as affording the fpeedieft medhs of re- 
pairing the damages. In the fhort interval between the final orders for 
the departure of the fquadron, and the advices of its return into Breft, 
the French miniftry at Verfailles had received fuch finifter accounts of 
the French affairs in Canada, that they changed the deftination of the 
ihips Belliqueux and Superbe, and appointed them to America ; and 
ordered Mr. D*Ache to remain at Breft, until joined by other ihips 
of equal force ; which, however, the navy of France, in this time 
of diftrefs, was not able to ipare from its other neceffities. But the 
F rench Eaft India Company had ieveral ihips, built exprefsly to ierve 
S when 
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when required, as men of war, of which four had foiled in I>5- 
cember, with the regiment of Lorrain ; and three were now added 
to the two Mr. D’Ach^ already had under hts command ; and he was 
to take the others at the Me of France. The delays of aflemhllng 
the Company’s (hips from Port I’Orient retarded his departure flora 
Bred; until the 4th of May. The (hips carried with them a malignant 
fever, at that time reigning in the port. On the 2^<A of July they 
anchored at Rio de Janeiro in Biaxil, having lofo 300 meo of all 
kinds by the fever, which continued even in this climate, ^hbugh 
healthier than moft in the world : having waited two mpnths in 
expe^ation of this benefit, the fquadron (ailed on the a5th of Sep- 
tember; and after a paflage of 85 days, (lill infe£led with the (ickuel's, 
arrived on the 1 8tli of December at the Me of France. Here they 
found the (hips which had carried the regiment of Lorraiii, returned 
from Pondicherry. Taking their crews and fuch of the (hips as he 
chofe, Mr. D’Ache formed the fquadron, with which he now ap- 
peared on the coafo. They failed from hence on the a 7th of Ja- 
nuary. It would be ufefid to know their rout, in order to avoid it ; 
for their paHage was very long, not making thecoaft until the 25th 
of April, when the Diligent was (cut forward to Karical to get in- 
telligence oFthe EdigUfh fquadron ; and returning on the 27th with- 
out any, ilrttdt on a fand-bank, which detained all the (hips the 
reft of the dky in getting her aftoat. On the 28th they appeared, as 
we have feed, before Fort St. David. 

Every fudeefs was expefted to follow the arrival of this arma- 
ment ill India. The (hips were to drive the Englifh fquadron off 
the coaft, the troops with thofe alrear^r at Pondicherry were to de- 
moliih the EngUfti fettlements ; and fuch was the confidence of not 
meeting an enemy in the field, that the inftruftions formed at Ver- 
failles ordered Mr. Lally to open his operations by the fiege of Fort 
St. David, before which the (hips anchored, in order to land the 
troops as (bon as thofe from Pondicherry could march to inveft the 
place. The wreck of the two EnglUh frigates confirmed thefe pre- 
fumptions ; and Mr. Lally went away in the Count de Provence of 
60 guns, attended by a frigate called the Dlligente^'tdi proclaim bis 
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commifnon, and give the neceflary orders at Pondicherry ; he landed 
at five in the afternoon, and was received with all the dilliinSticms an- 
nexed to his authority. In the mean time the other fliips worked 
in, and anchored off of Cudalore, two miles to the fouth of Fort St. 
David. 

The Englilh fquadron having in ten days worked as high to wind- 
ward as the head of Ceylon, ftood in again for the coaft, which they 
made on the 28th, off Negapatam, and proceeding along Ihore, dif^ 
covered at nine the next morning the French fhips riding off Cud- 
dalore, which immediately weighed and bore down towards Pondi- 
cherry, throwing out fignals to recal the Comte de Provence and the 
Diligente ; but they not weighing in obedience to the fummons, tlie 
fquadron ftood out to lea e. by n. the wind blowing fjom the s. e. Mr. 
Pocotk, on the firft light of the French fquadron, had thrown out the 
lignal for chace, which implies, that every Ihip is to pulh with 
crowded fail, and without regard to each other, in purfuit of the enemy, 
until countermanded by a dii^rent fignal. At half an hour after twelve, 
his Ihips were within a league of the enemy, who were formed, and 
waiting for them in a line of battle a-head; when Mr. Pocock hauled 
down the chacing fignal, brought to on the ftarboard tack, hoifted 
his colours, and made a fignal for the line a-head, and to be formed 
at the dlftance of half a cable, or 100 yards, one Ihip from another. 
The Tyger failing ill, and the Cumberland much worfe, were at 
this time fo fur a-ftern of the other fhips, that it was ten minutes 
paft two, before they got up to their allotted ftations in the line ; 
which being now formed, the Admiral made the fignal to bear down, 
each fhip in the exaft direction to the antagonift fhe was intended to 
encounter, according to the difpofition of the two lines ; and this 
was explained by continuing the diftinftive fignal of the line of battle 
a-head, joined to that of bearing down. 

The French line confifted of nine fail, all, excepting the Zodiac, 
capable of carrying more guns than they mounted, and fhe having 
changed her lower battery of 32 pounders, for 24 at Breft, had not 
been able to replace them at the Ifle of France. The Vengeur of 

led, followed by the Bien Aime of 58, next the Conde of 44, 

and 
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and next the Due of Orleans of 50 : Thefe were the van : In 

the centre was the Zodiac of 74, on which Mr. D’Ache hoifted his 

flag. The four Ihips which formed the rear, were the Saint Louis 

of 50, Immediately after the Zodiac, then the Moras of 44, the Syl- 

phide of 36, and the Due de Bourgogne of 60 guns clofed the 

line. 

The Englifh line, having only (even (hips to nine, were to chufo 
their opponents accordingly. Mr. Pocock in the Yarmouth of 74, 
was the centre, and fleered for the Zodiac, the centre of the enemy’s 
line. In confoquence the Tyger of 60 guns, which led the Englifh 
Van, bore down for the Vengeur; the Salifbury of 50, for the 
Bien Aim^ ; and the Elizabeth of 64, in which Admiral Stevens 
hoifled his flag, and was the fhip a-head of Mr. Pocock, ncgleding 
the Conde, bore down for the Duke of Orleans, which ranged im- 
mediately a-head of M. D’Ache. In confequence, likewilc, the 
Cumberland of 70, which was to be next a-ftern of Mr. Pocock, 
fliould have fleered for the Saint Louis, the Newcaflle of 50 for the 
Moras, and the Weymouth of 60, neglefting the Sylpliidc, for tlic 
Due de Bourgogne. 

This was underAoed. It is likewife generally underftood, that 
when the Admit al brings to, and throws out the (ignal to engage, 
every fhip is" to do fb likewife, at the fame diflance from its refpedive 
opponent, as the admiral lies from his. But the Cumberland, from 
fome unaccofuntable defcfl, was fb unmanageable, tli.it in bearing 
down, fhe could not begot to wear clear of the Yarmouth, tllat is, 
to keep on her left hand, but at every endeavour flew up on the 
Yarmouth’s weather- quarter, or to the right. 

But another mifchance happened, which was aftcclcd by this of 
the Cumberland. The fignal for the line of battle a-htMd, which 
was kept flying on board the admiral, whilfl bearing down for the 
enemy, was miftaken by the Newcaflle andWeymouth, to ine.in that 
the fhips were to go dow’n a-flern of one another, inflead of continuing 
on the left of each other, until they fhould hawd the wind to prelcnt 
their broadfides on the fignal for engagement, when this change would 
place them exadiy right in the line of battle a-head. In confequence 
Q q 2 the 
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the Newcaftle kept behind the Cumberland, and the Weymobth 
behind the Newcaftle, and as the Cumberland had not got into the 
line (or Into the wake of the Yarmouth) when the fignal for engage- 
ment was thrown out, the other two (hips were ftill ferther off 
from the enemy’s, and the laft the farthett. 

Mr. Pocock faw the miftakes and embarraffments, and, whilff bear- 
ing down, threw out iignals to rc^ify them, which were not underllood 
by the Newcaftle and Weymouth, and could not be obeyed by the 
Cumberland. Neverthelefs, k was neceflacy to>goon ; for the whole 
of the enemy’s line began to fire hotly, as fbon as the Englifli Ihips 
•came within random foot, and with the chance of much advantage, 
as the Englifo foips bearing down prcfented their heads, and were 
expofed to be raked fore and aft until they formed the line, and pre- 
fonted their broadfides for battle t but luckily the enemy’s fire con- 
tinued without aim. Mr. Pocock did not return a fingle foot until 
his foip bawled up with her broadfide oppofite to the Zodiac’s, 
when the three foips of the van were likewife got into their proper 
ftatlons : he then, at 55 minutes paft three, threw out the fignal, and 
the fire inftantly became general throughout the line, for the three 
foips of the rear, although eut of certain aim, were within reach 
of chance execution. In five minutes the Sylphide bore away upder 
the lee of the Zodiac, although foe had only received the diftant 
foot of the Newcaftle and Weymouth ; but foe had only been ad- 
mitted into the line to impofo by ftiew.. In 15 minutes the Due 
<le Bourgogne, the laft of the enemy’s rear, quitted her ftation llke- 
wife, and went off in the fame direftion as the Sylphide, although 
foe had only been expofed to the fire of the Weymouth, und was 
not much damaged. About the fame time the Conde, the third and 
weakeft ^ the enemy’s van, received a foot which difabled her 
rudder, and obliged her likewifo to quit the line. The Englifo and 
P rench admirals, Pocock and D*Ach6, as with a fpirit of duel, kept 
clofe and direded their ftre entirely againft each other, and the en- 
gagement had likewife beoniierce between the two vans, and continu- 
ed fo after the Conde bore aw^. The Cumberland ftill flungf up fo 
idofe toithe quarter lof the Yarraouth, that ihe had not room to wear, 
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and get into her ftadon, and at length backed her topfads to obtain it 
by falling afteni ;• which fucceeded, but not until (he had dropt 
below her opponent the Saint Louis, and at a coniidecable diilance 
from the Yarmouth which ihe was to jfecond ; during this operation, 
the NewcalUe and Weymouth, in order to keep their proper diftances, 
backed likewife, and both fell below the Moras, the laft rerasuning of 
the enemy’s rear ; and were thus likewife left without any (hip to fire 
at. But after the Cumberland had fet {ail, and gained her proper fta*- 
tion, the NewcalUe ftill kept back, and failed to clofe the line, on 
which the Weymouth hailed her to do fo, winch not being attended to, 
fhe bawled the wind, fet fail, and, palling to windward of the New- 
calUe, came properly into the line, a-breaft of the Moras, during which 
the Cumberland was well engaged with the S^nt Louis, and took off 
-the fire of her forward guns, whidh Ihe had for Ibme time* employed' 
againft the quarter of the Yarmouth. Mr. Pocock had continually 
tlirown out fignals for the rear to get in order, and now continued 
them for the NewcalUe. A great explofion of powder had blown 
up in the 2k>diac, another in the Bien Aime ; the Moras, although 
by much the weakeft of the enemy’s Ihips, had fought with as 
much afUvity as any of them ; and when attacked by the frelh and 
fuperior fire of the Weymouth, ftood it with great lofs for lo 
minutes, when Ihe quitted the line, lhattered and admired. Mr. . 
D’Ache continually made the fignals of the fugitives to rejoin the line. 
The engagement had continued an hour and a half, when the Tyger, 
which led tlie Englilh van, having loft her foretop fail yard, could 
not keep her ftation, but fell llanting a-head of her opponent, the 
Vengeur, on which tills Ihip, favoured at the fame time by a Imall 
change of the wind, hauled up, and began to get to windward of 
Uie Tyger’s quarter, over which Ihe would then have had every 
advantage, and with fufficlent refiftance againft the Salilbuiy behind ; 
and by this time the Comte de Provence, with the Dillgente, were 
advanced from Pondicherry within aleagueof the battle.. Neverthe^ 
iefs Mr- IT Ache finding that the Ihips which had bore away did not 
^return, made the general fignal, and bore down towards them, in- 
tending afterwards to take up the Comte de Provence, and .with her 
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to wait the renewal of the engagement, if the Englilh chole. But 
the rigging in the greateft part of their line was fo exceffively 
damaged, that the French outfailed them three feet to one; on 
'Which Mr. Pocock hauled tlie flag of battle down, and fummoned 
his captains. They were Latham of the Tyger, Somerfet of the 
Salilbuiy, Kempenfelt of the Elizabeth with Admiral Stevens, Har- 
rifon of the Yarmouth with Mr. Pocock, Brcreton of the Cumber- 
land, Leg of the Newcaftle, and Vincent of the Weymouth. 

The lofs on board the Englifli fquadroii was 29 killed, and 89 
wounded, in all 1 18. In the Yarmouth 7 were killed and 32 wound- 
ed, in tlie Salilbury 8 and 16 ; the Cumberland 7 and 13 ; none 
were killed, and only 5 wounded, in the Weymouth and Newcaftle 
together ; the reft fell nearly equal in the Tyger and Elizabeth. 
7 'hc killed and wounded in the French fquadron amounted by their 
own accounts to 500. In the Zodiac alone more than in all the 
Englifh (hips, being 35 and 1 15, including 60 fcorched by their 
own gun-powder ; 40 were killed in the Bien Aim^ ; 32 in the 
Moras, 13 in the Vengeur, 13 in the Saint Louis, 12 in the Due 
d’Orleans, 6 in the Due de Bourgogne, 3 in the Sylphide, the 
Conde 6 or 7 : the wounded in all the fliips, excepting the Zodiac, 
were only twice the number of the flain. The difparity of the total 
loft, was more than four to one, and far exceeded the difproportion 
of the numbers on board : the French fquadron having with the 
troops 5000, and the Englilh 3200. The frigates on either fide 
fuffered nothing, having been kept at a diftance to repeat fignals. 

The Yarmouth with the Ihips of the van had received fo much 
hurt in their rigging, that none could hawl the wind. The im- 
mediate relburce was, to have anchored ; but when the engagement 
ended, the fquadron had got out of fight of land, into 25 lathom 
water, and the wind blowing frelh had railed fuch a heavy AveJl, that 
tlie tumbling of the fliips at anchor would have rendered the various 
operations of letting up mails, yards, and Ihrouds, always difficult 
at Aa, almoft impradicable. It was therefore relblved to repair under 
lail. The fliips accordingly flood in for the land s. w. the wind ftill 
at s. s. E. but the current was ftrong and the unwcildy Cumberland 

falling 
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falling continually to leeward obliged the others to abide by her ; 
fo that, before the morning, when they came to an anchor in fliore, 
they were a league to the north of Sadrafs, and 35 miles to the 
Ibuth of Pondicherry, off of which the engagement began. The 
French fquadron had fuffercd fo much Icfs aloft, that they anchored 
at 10 ‘at night iu the road of Alamparva, 15 miles to windward of 
the Englifh. The Bien Aime during the fight had the (lings of her 
(heet anchor (hot away, which dropping, run out the cable, which 
was immediately cut ; another (hot unperceived had grazed the upper 
coil of the cable bent to the beft bower, with which the (hip came to 
anchor at Alamparva, but on the firft (train this cable parted; a fmall 
anchor was immediately dropped, but would not hold ; there was 
no other ready ; and before the fails could be (et, the (liip was driven 
into the furf, and ftranded without the poffibility of recovery ; but 
all the men were laved, and afterwards moft of the cannon and 
(tores. 

The firft hour of Mr. Tally’s arrival at Pondicherry was diftinguidied 
by the exceflive vivacity of his charafter. Before the night doled, 
1000 Europeans and as many Sepoys were on their march to Fort 
St. David, commanded by the Count D’Eltaign, who landed with 
him ; but fuch was the hurry to be in motion, that they proceeded 
without provifions, and their guides led them aftray, and brought 
them into the bounds over the plain to the well, where they did 
not arrive until feven in the morning : the guard at the redoubt of 
Chimundelura retreated before them to the Garden-houfe, where 
was another ; and both together retired to the fort, after five or fix 
were killed. They were followed almod to the glacis with fo 
much prefumption, that feven or eight of the enemy were killed by 
the cannon from the ramparts, of which indeed abundance V'crc 
fired on their appearance. Neverthelels, many preft by hunger re- 
mained ranfacking the houfes near the efplanade for immediate 
vifluals ; on which two companies of Sepoys under the command 
of an European officer were fent ng.'iind them from the fort, who fired 
away all their ammunition at too great a didance to do or receive 
any harm. Several fmaller parties of Sepoys were likewule detached 
z to 
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to furpri7c ft niggling plunderers, and before noon brought in fix 
Europeans, from whom an account of tlie enemy’s force was ob- 
tained. In the afternoon heard the firft firing of the’ two 
fquadrons, whlcli were then aJmoft out of fight, and foon after dif- 
Rppeared. 

The next day Mr. Swiptre came up with more troops, forae heavy 
cannon'^and a convoy of provifions ; and on the firft of May, Mr. 
dually himffclf, efcorted by two companies of Huflars, arrived at the 
garden-houfe, and immediately detached the Comte D’Eftaigne acrofs 
the river of Tripopalore to reconnoitre and take poftnear Cuddalore. 
This town remained in the fame condition as when attacked twelve 
years before by the troops of Dupleix ; inclofcd on the three fides 
towards the land with a rampart and fmall baftioas, which had 
neither ditch or any other advanced defences ; to the lea it was open, 
but the approach on this fide was flanked by the two baftlons at the 
extremities. M. D’Eftaigne carefully reconnoitred the walls to the 
land, and concluded that the other fide had the fame defence ; and 
not a man in the French army knew enough of the place to aflert 
the contrary. The garrifbn of Cuddalore confifted of four com- 
panies of Sepoys, and a few artillery-men, under the command of 
a lieutenant with an enfign ; who were reinforced in the evening of 
Mr. Lally’s arrival by 20 Europeans and fiane Lafcars from Fort 
St. David. 

There were in the fort 150 French prifoners; and on Mr, 
D’Eftaigne’s arrival, it was demanded of him to fend in provifions 
for their daily fuftenance during the impending fiege. Mr. Lally, 
on the day after his arrival, propofed a conference on this fubjeft, 
as well as on the furrender of Cuddalore, and the commandant 
Major Polier went to him : after much difeuflion, and feveral mef- 
fages during this and the ftiblequent day, it was agreed that Cud- 
dalore Ihould be delivered up at fun-rile on the 4th, provided a batteiy 
of heavy cannon were at that time ready to open, when the Engli^ 
garrifon there might, with their arms and field-ammunition, retire 
to Fort St. David ; and that the French prifoners Ihould be releafod, 
with liberty to proceed to any of the neutral ports to the fouth, 
* where 
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where they were to remain uAtil the fate of Fort St. David fliould 

he decided ; on which their own was to depend. 

The impatience of Mr. Lally’s temper had already fpread difeon- 
tent through the fettlement he was fent to govern. Not finding 
the fame means and facilities for military operations as he had been 
accuftomed to in the armies of Europe, he rcfolved to create them, 
as it were, in fpite of nature. The different cafts of the Lidian re- 
ligion being appropriated to fpecific and licreditary vocations, many 
of them are entirely prohibited fiom fervile offices and hard labour ; 
and of thofe allotted to Inch occupations, each muft abide by that 
alone to which he was born. The huibandman would be dilhonoured 
by employing his mattock excepting in the field he is to few ; and even 
lower races have their diftindtions, infbmuch that the cooley, who 
carries a burden on his head, will not carry it on his fhoulder : di- 
ftinftions likewife prevail amongft the foldiery, for the man who 
rides, will not cut thegrafs that is to feed his horfe; nor at this time 
would the Sepoy dig the trench which was to protedl him from a 
cannon-ball : hence the numerous train of followers and attendants 
which always accompanies a camp in India. Another embarraflinent 
likewife arifes from the want of horfes proper for draught, which is but 
ill fupplied by the feeble bullocks of the country ; nor are fufficient 
numbers even of them properly trained to be purchafedon emergency. 
Excepting in the fiege of Pondicherry by Mr. Bofoawen, thefe defers 
had not been much felt in the hoftilities between the two nations, 
becaufe mutual ; and fix field-pieces generally decided a battle ; two 
of battering cannon, the fate of a fortrefs ; but another warfare was 
now to enfue, for the reduftion of Fort St. David required a regular 
fiege. The hurry with which Mr. Lally had oMiged the firft di- 
vlfion to march againft Cuddalore, left no time to coUeft the ne- 
celfary number of coolies and other attendants in Pondicherry; on 
which he ordered the deficiency to be fupplied by the Indian inha- 
bitants of the town, a number of whom were preffed, and employ- 
ed without diftin<aon, in carrying burthens, and other fuch feryices. 
The vkdence created terror ; the difgrace, indignation^ Mr. Deley- 
xLt, and the council, who ftill retained their hut under 
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the controul of Mr. Lally, reprefented the inconveniencies which 
might arlfe from alienating the attachment of the natives ; but their 
remonftrance drew his refentment on themfelves, mixed with fuf- 
picions, that they only wiflied to proteft thofe who were fubfervient 
to their own emoluments and advantages in the government. The 
ftrain of this exertion only diminiflied the effeft ; and the cannon 
and ftores followed fo flowly, that as foon as the troops had taken 
pofleflion of Cuddalore, Mr. Lally returned to Pondicherry, in order 
to accelerate their arrival by the fame means which had already been 
employed with fo little fuccefs. 

The fquadron with Mr. D’Ache were fix days in working up 
from Alamparva to the road of Pondicherry, where they anchored 
on the fixth of May. The troops were immediately landed, and as 
fafi: as tlicy came on Ihore marched off for Fort St. David ; and the 
heavy artillery and ammunition, for want of means by land, were 
embarked, to be landed at the mouth of the river Panar, which lies 
about a mile to the north of Fort St. David. The park of artillery 
was formed at the Garden-houfe. Mr. Lally returned to Cuddalore 
on the 1 4th, and in the endting night the engineers began to eredl 
a battery for two 24 pounders, on the north bank of the river of 
Bandapollam j they were only intended to fire plunging-fliot into the 
fort, being 1000 yards diftant from the walls: neverthelefs rfie 
garrifon fired abundantly during this and the fucceeding night to in- 
terrupt the work. 

Three confiderable rivers, coming from the weftward, gain the 
fea in the fpace of four miles within the bounds of Fort St. David ; 
the bed of the Panar lies about 1800 yards to the north of the river 
of Tripapolore, and the two communicate by a canal which runs 
nearly parallel to, and about 1000 yards diftant from, the margin of 
the fea. Fort St. David ftands in the angle where the canal joins 
the river of Tripapolore ; which pafleth clofe to the fouth foce of the* 
fort, and there lends off to the fouth an arm that loon joins the river 
of Bandapollam, when both united in one channel continue along 
the eaftern fide of Cuddalore, feparated from the fea by a movfnd of 
fand. The waters of Tripapolore and Bandapollam protefted the 
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fort from the regular approach of trenches on the fouth ; but on the 
weft and north the ground prefented rather more advantages than ob- 
ftacles to an enemy. 

By manyadditions and improvements Fort St. David was now become 
afbrt^cationarmed at all points ; but theoriginal defedl; of want of fpace 
in the body of the place ftill remained ; being only 140 feet from w. 
to E. and 390 from n. to s. The four baftions at the angles mounted 
«ach iz guns. The curtains, as well as the baftions, were furrounded 
by a fauflebray with a brick parapet. The out-works were, a horn- 
work to the north, mounting 34 guns ; two large ravelins, one on 
the eaft, the other on the weft ; a ditch round all, which had a cu- 
vette cut along the middle, and was fupplied with water from the river 
of Tripapolore ; the ftarp and counter-fcarp of the ditch faced with 
brick ; a broad covered way excellently pallifaded, with arrows at the 
falient angles commanding the glacis, and the glacis itftlf was provided 
with well-conftru£led mines. All theft; works, excepting the horn- 
work, were planned by Mr. Robins, but the horn-work was raifed 
before his arrival in India with much ignorance and expence, the whole 
being of folid mafonry, and the rampart too narrow to admit the 
free recoil qf the guns. The ground to the north of the fort, in- 
cluded by the fea, the rivers of Panar and Tripapolore, and the canal 
which joins them, is a plot of fand, riling in feveral parts into large 
hillocks, which afibrd good Ihelter againft the fort. On the edge of 
the canal, I300 yards to the north of the fort, ftood an oblblete re- 
doubt, callqd Chuckly-point. It was of mafonry, fquare, mounted 
eight guns, 4nd jn the area were lodgments for the guard : the entrance 
was a pallifaded gate under an arch, but the redoubt was not en- 
clofed by a ditch. About 200 yards to the right of this ftood ano- 
ther fuch redoubt, on a fand-hill c.illed Patcharee. Four hundred 
yards' in the rear of j^iefo redoubts, was another land-bill, much 
larger than that of Patcharee ; on which the Dutch had a ftaftory- 
houfo called Thevenapatam ; but the houfe had lately been de- 
mblilhed ; and a ftifcine batteiy of five guns was railed on the liill. 
In a line on the left of this hill, and on the brink of the canal, 
was a gateway, with a narrow rampart and battlements, which 
2 commanded 
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t„onimandeil a bridge immediately under it, leading over the taHRl, ‘ 
TIk gariilbn in Fort St. David confifted of 1600 natives, Sepoys’/ 
J.a<bai3, and Topafles ; 6 1 9 Europeans, of whom 286 were effective; 
'83 penfioiurs or infirm; and 250 were feamen, the crews of the 
Triton and Bridgwater, which had run alhore on the appearance of 
the French fquadron. 

Intelligence was obtained on the 15th that the enemy intended on 
^thc enfuing night to attack all the pofts on the fand ; oti which they 
were reinforced, to the number of 80 Europeans and 700 Sepoys. At 
lutt-let, the French troops marched from Cuddalore to the garden- 
iioufb, and at nine o'clock from thence in three divifions, which halted 
at lome dlftance from the canal, waiting the fignal to attack. The 
divifion on the right was tofoiceand take pofleliion of the gateway 
oppofite to the hill of Thevenapatam ; the center was to ford fhc ca- 
nal, and march againft Chuckley-point ; and the divifion to the left 
crolTing the canal where it joins the river Panar, was to come down 
and ftorm Patcharee ; but the center and the left were not to begin 
their attack before the right was engaged. The fignal was made by 
a rocket at ten o’clock, and at the fame inftant a ftrong fire com- 
menced againft the fort itfelf, fiom five gun's on the ramparts of 
Cuddalore, the two on the battery on the bank of the Bandapollam 
river, and from two heavy mortars on the weft. This annoyance was 
intended to diftra€l the attention of the garrifon, and fucceeded, for 
they returned it with much violence, although with more uncertainty. 
The di\'ifioii on the right advancing to the attack of the Thevenapa- 
tain gateway, was imexpcdledly ftopped by the rvant of the bridge, 
which had been deftroyed, and the canal hereabouts was not fordable; 
nor could the center divifion find the ford they expelled. The pofts 
on the iaiid were now alarmed, but the two divifions, neverthelefs, 
ftood on their ground, waiting for 'intelligence from the divifion on 
the left, which was led by the Count D’Eftaign, who foon after 
lent word that he had crofilMVith eafe at the head of the canal ; 
on which the ceiitqifj!ioved-upthith|fc and crofted after him, wHilft 
the third di/ifion continued before the gateway, to keep the 
troops there and at Thevenapatam. from reinforcing the two points. 

They 
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They were both attacked at the fame time with numbers fufficient to 
aflault all round at once, and in half an hour both were carried ; 
two officers and all the Europeans were made prifoners, but moft 
of the Sepoys ran away. The two divifions together then marched 
againft the battery on the hill of Thevenapatam. This attack com- 
menced at one in the morning, and was refifted with much fpirit 
until three, when the enemy got pofleffion of the batteiy ; where, 
likewife, the Europeans were taken, and the Sepoys cfcaped. The 
fire from the fort deterred the enemy from continuing at Thevena* 
patam ; and they retired to the two points, which they fupported 
with 400 men, Iheltered behind the hillock of Patcharee. None of 
the Sepoys who had fled returned into the fort, but efcaped along the 
fea-ffiore acrofs the river Panar. 

At day-light a detachment from the fort took pofleffion of the 
battery again ; on which the enemy immediately reinforced the 
troops at the pwnts with 5 or 600 men, from the camp at the garden- 
houie ; which fufficiently indicatedanother attack onthebattery, and to 
avoid it the detachment was prudently recalled, together with the guard 
at the gateway on the canal. At night, the enemy broke ground, car- 
rying oil a trench of communication between Chuckley and Patcharee 
points, and although the exceffive heat of the weather ought to have 
referred this fcrvice to the night, it continued through the two fuc- 
ceeding days, and by the night of the 19th, the woik was advanced 
to the hill of Thevenapatam, extending in the whole 800 yards. 
Five mortars from the weft opened at the fame time as the trenches 
were begun i but no cannon were fired excepting thole on the ram- 
parts of Cuddalore, from which one Ihot on the 1 8th killed Lieu- 
tenant Davis, two ferjeants, and five black men. On the 20th, the 
tneiny opened another trench leading from the weft fide of the hill 
of Thevenepatam to the gateway on the canal, and repaired the 
bridge there : they likewife eftablifhedtwo twelve pounders amongft 
the ruins of fome filhermen’s huts on the beach, which commanded 
the entrance into the river of Tripapolore from admitting any boats 
from the fca. Thefe guns were Iheltered from the fort by tw^o 
hillocks of fand, but had no communication with the enemy’s lilies, 

and 
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1758. and were left to the guard of the artillerymen alone, who being few, 
' the garrifon detached 60 Sepoys and fome Europeans at ii the 
next day, to attack them; but the fally only produced a little 
Ikirmilhing. 

By this time, all the black artificers and menials had quitted the 
fort ; and of the whole body of Sepoys, only 200 remained ; the 
want of them laid the ftrain of duty much heavier on the Europeans; 
of whom little fervice was derived from the feamen, as not being 
lubjeft to the fame controul as the foldiery. On the 2 2d, an Eng- 
lifh fhip anchored, and for want of boatmen to carry a letter to her, 
the fort warned her danger by firing fhot at her, on which fhe failed 
out of the road. The enemy continued until the 26th, employed 
in conftrudling four batteries, and in pufhing on their trenches, 
which they carried from the hill of Thevenapatam obliquely to- 
wards the north-eaft angle of the glacis ; during which, the five 
mortars to the weft, and the guns from Cuddalore continued the only 
annoyance. The fort continued to lavifh away their fire night and 
day on every thing they faw, heard, or fufpefted ; by which 20 
•carriages of their own guns were difabled, and the works themfelves 
ftiaken. About midnight of the 26th, a battery of feven guns, ad- 
ded to that of the five mortars to the weft, was opened, and kept up 
n conftant fire. The next night fome of the failors broke open the 
trealury, not to take the money, but fome arrack, with which they 
got exceedingly drunk, and, according to their regulations, could 
only be punifhed by confinement. 

the 30th, the enemy had advanced their trenches to within 
200 yards of the glacis ; and in the fame day finifhed and opened 
the three other batteries ; one of three guns, with five mortars, againft 
the angle of the northweft baftion ; another of fix guns and four 
mortars on the hill of Thevenapatam, facing the front of the horn- 
work ; the third of four guns, about 300 yards to the fouth-eaft 
of Thevenapatam, and nearly oppofite to the angle of the north- 
eaft baftion. The former battery tQ the weft continued to enfilade 
the north face ; and the defences on this fide had already fufiered fb 
much, as well from the fhock of their own firing, as from the fhot 

and 



Book IX. Fort St. David. 

and fhells of the enemy, that they could barely return the fame num- 
ber of guns ; and the encreafing want of powder left none to (pare 
agalnft the (hot from Cuddalore, and the two guns on the bank of the 
river of Bandapollam. The enemy’s bombs had likewife ruined the 
refervoirs and the only well of good water in the fort, and that 
in the ditch was too brackifh to be drunk. 

All hopes were now turned to the Iquadron; the garrifbn knew 
by letters, which had efcaped the enemy, of the fuccefs of the late 
engagement, and no conjectures could account for the long delay of 
their return. Mr. Pococke, as foon as he anchored off Sadrafs on 
the 29th of April, difpatched a boat with advices to Madrafs, and 
requefted, that all the recovered feamen in the hofpital, and as 
many Lafears as could be fpared, might be lent to reftore the lofs 
which had been fuftained. About 100 of each were lent the next 
day, the Lafears by land, the feamen in maflbolas. It was fix d^s be- 
fore they got on board ; and on the 7th of May the fquadron weighed ; 
but, proving after three days trial, that they could not advance 
againft the wind and current by working in Ihore, they put to fea, 
and in fifteen days got to windward of Fort St. David, into the lati- 
tude of 9. 30. ; but the wind at this time rofe fo ftrong from the 
weft, that the Cumberland could not bear up againft it, without 
encreafing her leaks fo much, that it became neceflary to let her 
drive; and rs the other Ihips were obliged to keep her company, the 
fquadron, iuftcad of reaching Fort St. David, fell to leeward as ftir 
as Alamparvah, where they anchored on the 26th of May. Here 
they obtained no intelligence, for the place belonged to the French, 
who fuffered no boats to go off, and thole belonging to (hips cannot 
land through the furf. The wind having abated, the fquadron 
weighed anchor again the fame day, and plied to the fouthward 
with the land and fea breezes, which were lb faint, that they only 
gained four leagues in two days, when on the 28 th they difeovered 
the French fquadron at anchor in the road of Pondicheriy, which 
had remained there ever lince their arrival, waiting the recovery of 
their fick and wounded, of which conditions, but principally of 
the lick, near a thoufand were incapable of duty. The appearance 
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of the EiiglKh fquadion fpread no little alarm. Mr. D’Ache im- 
mediately convened a council of his captains, with the governor 
and council of the town, who relblved, that it was moll expedient for 
the lliips to remain moored as dole as pofllble to the Ihore, that 
they might receive the affillance of the guns along the llrand : but this 
relblution was not valid until approved by Mr. Lally; who in- 
llantly went frpm the camp to Pondicherry, ordering a detachment 
of 400 Europeans to follow him as foil as they could march. He ar- 
rived early in the morning of the 30th, convened the ufual council, 
and tendered the detachment, with the fame number of Sepoys 
and Lafears, to ferve on board the ihips, and protelled againft the 
difgrace of not meeting the Englifli Iquadron in the open ll-a. 
This reinforcement changed the former relblution. Mr. Hally re- 
turned to the camp in the evening ; and the next day Mr. D’Ache, 
with the eight principal Ihips, now manned with 3300 men, 
weighed anchor, but, inllead of bearing down on Mr. Pococke, 
who could not work up to him, kept the wind, plying for Fort St. 
David. 

The beliegers during this day kept up an inceflant lire from 2 1 
pieces of cannon and 13 mortars, which every hour became fupe- 
rior to that of the fort ; not for want of mounted artillery, but of 
ammunition, of which fuch quantities had been lavilhed away 
when no adequate elfoft could be expefted, that the garrifon was 
obliged to fpare it now, in the hour of need and real ufo. On the 
firll of June, the fire continued with fuch encreafing fuperiorhy, 
that the Tailors, and even the artillery men, at times, quitted their 
guns. At noon, the French Iquadron were perceived working to- 
wards the road, and by the clofe of the evening, the enemy had 
carried on their trenches to the foot of the glacis oppofite to the fa- 
lient angle of the n.e. ballion, where they began to ere£l a battery, 
and all the embrafures in the fort which commanded this Ipot were 
ruined, and their guns dther difmounted or withdrawn : lb that 
the enemy mig^t loon make a lodgement in the covered way ; but 
could get no farther until the ditch was droned or filled up. Ne- 
verthelefs, it was apprehended, that the French fquadron might 
7 land 
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land a great number of men, with whom the troopa on (hore 
would make a general affault, which the garrifon or defences were 
not deemed in a condition to refill. On which, Major Polier, and 
Mr. Wynch, the temporary governor, thought it neceflary to hold 
a council of war, in which it was unanimoufly decided, that they 
ought to capitulate on the heft terms they could make, and articles 
were prepared : however, the defence was continued through the 
night, and until ten the next day, in the folicitous, but difap- 
pointed expedlation of feeing the Engliih fquadron : a flag of truce 
was then hoifted. Major Polier and one of the company’s agents 
wen.t out, and returned at four in the afternoon, with the articles 
altered by Mr. Lally, which it was agreed to accept. At fix in the 
evening, a company of French grenadiers were admitted into the 
fort, and the garrifon marched with drums and colours to the foot 
of the glacis, where tlaey grounded their arms, and furrendered 
tliemfelves and their enfigns to the French line drawn up to receive 
them. They were, with all convenient fpeed, conduced to Pondi- 
cherry, where it was ftipulated they fhould remain, until an equal 
number of French prifoners were delivered there, when the Englifh 
were to be lent to Madrafs, or Devi Cotah, at the option of Mr. 
Lally. He rejeded the propofal, that Fort St, David ftiould not be 
demoliflicd during the war, and, in coufequence of inftrudions from 
France, immediately ordered all the fortifications to be razed to the 
ground. The French officers, on contemplating the works, were 
furprized at the facility of their conqueft, not having loft twenty 
men by the fire of the place, although more by ficknefs, and the 
ftrokes of the fun, in the trendies. The French fquadron anchored 
in the road the evening after the furrender, when Mr. D’Achc landed 
and having conferred with Mr. Lally, weighed anchor on the 4th, 
and ftood to the fouthward, in order to cruize off of Ceylon. 

The army before Fort St. David confifted of 2500 Europeans, 
exclufive of officers, and about the fame number of Sepoys. In 
order to compleat this amount, and to leave in Pondicherry a 
force fufficient to make head againft any motions from Madrafs, 
Mr. Lally had drained all the out-pofts and garrifons in the Car- 
VoL. II. S f natic, 
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iwtic, to a fourth of their ordinary guards ; and had recafled tltt 
whole garrilbn of Serlngham, having agreed to deliver over this 
place to the brother of Hydernalg, who arrived with a party of 
Myforeans from bindigul, and tdok pbfleffion of it oh the 17th of 
May, when the French troops rriarchfed away for Fort St. David. 
They confifted of 100 Europeans and/ 1500 Sepoys: but dne half 
of the Sepoys deferted on the road, for fear of the unufnal fervices 
to which they heard thofe in the camp were applied : having for 
the firft time been employed in throwing up earth in the trenches ; 
en which the reft, with the Europeans, were ordered to halt at 
Chilambarum, where they were joined during the fiege by 200 
Europeans from the camp. This force was intended to fticcour 
Karical, in cafe the Englifti fquadron fhould make a defeent there. 
As loon as Fort St. David capitulated, Mr. D’Eftaign was detached, 
with fome more troops and cannon, to join, and proceed with 
them againft Devi Cotah ; but this officer, on good intelligence, left 
the cannon at Chilambrum, and on the 4th appeared with the troops 
before Devi Cotah, which the garrifon abandoned on his approach. 
It confifted of 30 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys ; they marched away 
through the Tanjore country to Tritchinopoly. 

As foon as Devi Cotah was taken, the army returned with all 
expedition from Fort St. David to Pondicherry, and on the evening 
of the 7th, Mr, Lally made a triumphant entry, which had been 
concerted, into the town, and proceeded to a magnificent Te Deum, 
which was followed by a fiimptuous entertainment ; immediately 
after which, he renewed his bickerings with Mr. Deleyrit and the 
Council, becaufe the public treafure was almoft exhaufted; not 
without accufations that they had diverted it to their own emolu- 
ments. 

The Englifii fquadron law the French fet fail from the road of 
Pondicherry; but, kept back by the Cumberland, loft, inftead of 
gaining ground, and fell to leeward again as far as Alamparva, off 
of which place, Mr. Pococke received oh the 5th a letter, difpatched 
by the EngUffi agent at Sadrafs, informing him df the lofs of 
Fort St. David. At this rime, the fquadron had nOt more than 

five 
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five days co^ifupiptijOn of water on board: and the only port to the 1758. 
fouthward, where it could be fupplied with fufiicient expedition, 
was the Dutch fett^tpent of Negapatam; which, being 100 miles 
to windward, they \irere not likely to reach in lefs than todays; 

Mr. Pociocke, therefore, bore away, and anchored the next day in 
the road of Madrafs. 

/^bdulwalwb, the Nabob’s brother, on the return of his troops 
from Terpatore, where Armetrow was killed in February, had pa- 
raded them again about Chandergherry in the fame hopes as before 
of intimidating the renter of Tripetti ; but, ftill continuing him- 
felf afraid of the Dnglifti Sepoys ftationed at Trepaffore, refrained 
from hoftilities, and tried profers of money, which the renters re- 
fund, and advifed him to a reconciliation with his brother. The 
poffeflion of Tripetti had always been the objc<St of every adven- 
turer who faw any chance of fuccefs ; bccaufe its revenue, equal to 
30,000 pounds a year, arifing from the contributions of devotion, 

always more certain than that of any harveft in the Carnatic ; 
ai, ‘,the acquifition was foon after attempted with more carneftnefs 
tha \ the fchemes of Abdulwahab. Before the departure of Bala- 
ventrow from the country of Cudapah, two officers of diftindion, 
named Ragava cherry and Balakifien Sauftry, arrived with a com- 
miffion ffom Balagerow, to fuperintend the chout or tribute to the 
Morratoes from the Carnatic ; in confcquence of which they alked 
Balaventrow for a body qf troops to proceed by military executbn. 
.He.refufpd, alledging, that he had already fettled this bufmefs with 
the Nabob of Arept, W'ho had ^ven no new occafion of offence ; 

'and on his departure to Sirpi, inftruded his fucceflbr not to permit 
.any Iwftilitics. ,The two officers, difappointed, levied 500 hoife 
and, lOQO^ foot, of tbpfe who h^ been in the fervice of the late Na- 
.bob of. Cudap^, b>it d^jaijded, after his death ; and proceeded with 
them, to tjie cowtry of tlje Polygar of Mattavar, which extends 
along, l^bie rly^r to the n.w. of the diftrids of Tripetti, 

and a,piart, infprts itf^f, between the counties of Damerla Venka- 
tipy Naigme, and .Yatcham, as far as a pafs in the mbun- 

mins.cailed Cva which is twenty miles of the 
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1 758. pagoda. The renter pofted 7 or 800 peons in the pafs, who kept tlic ad- 
‘ , jjp venturers and their force at bay, although joined by the troops of Mat- 
tavar, until the beginning of May ; when they forced their way 
through; and, on the 5th, attacked the town of Tripetti, where 
the renter flood his ground, with Only 300 Sepoys and 500 Pfeons ; 
but had fecured them under the cover of garden-walls from the im- 
preflion of the enemy’s horfe, when Ragavacherty expofing hitnfelf 
intemperatcly in endeavouring to encouragje them, was fliot dead, on 
which all his followers ran away, although only 10 men, behdes 
himfelf, had been killed : he fell near the place where Mahomed 
Comaul was killed, five years before, in the fame attempt. 

This was the only event of any rifque, which had happened in 
the Nabob’s territory, fince the arrival of Mr. Lally ; for the great 
draughts of men which had been made from the French forts on 
the frontier to carry on the fiege of St. David, had reduced their 
garrifons to the incapacity of attempting any thing beyond tranll- 
toiy excurfions to plunder. But the Englifh prefidency now con- 
cluding that the French army would march againft Madrafs imme- 
diately after their fuccefs at St. David, delayed no longer to give 
their final orders for the retreat of their own garrifons with 
the dependant out-guards, from Carangoly, Chinglapet, Conje- 
veram, Covrepauk, and Arcot, which had previoully fent in their 
artillery and ftores, referving only as much mufket-ammunition as 
was neceffary for the march. Arcot and Covrepauk were delivered 
to the Nabob^s troops, of which a body were remaining in the city; 
Conjeveram and Chinglapet to the peons of the refpeftive renters ; 
and the partisan Murzafabeg, leaving only a few of his men in 
Trivatore, went with the reft into Carangoly. The Englifh garri- 
fons having united at Chinglapet, came together on the 7 th of 
June, the day after the return of the fquadron : they amounted to 
250 Europeans and 2 qoq Sepoys ; but the garrifons of Pondamelce 
and Tripaflbre, confifting only of Sepoys, were not withdrawn, 
becaufe they protefted a valuable diftri^ from the inctirfions of the 
adjacent Polygars, and might at all times retire to Madrafs, before 
any detachment from the French ftations on the other fide of the 
4 Paliar, 
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Paliar, could arrive to cut ofF their retreat. Frequent debates had 
been held in the council concerning the expediency of withdi awing 
the garrilbn of Tritchinopoly, which it was relblved to poApoue 
until the laft extremity ; but in the interval the commandant Ma- 
homed Illbof was ordered, after leaving a fufficient force in Palam- 
cotah, to move towards Madura, and even to march to Tritchinopoly 
itfelf on the firft fummons from Captain Calliaud. This officer, on 
the 1 6th of May, the day after the French garrifon had quitted the 
pagoda of Seringham to the Myfbreans, fummoned them* to fur- 
render it, and detached his fecond. Captain Jofeph Smith, with a 
party, to take poft in Jumbakiftna. The Myforeans replied by 
firing cannon from Seringham againft this place, which were 
anfwcred the next day by a bombardment from two mortars ; and in 
the enfuing night they abandoned Seringham, leaving a confiderable 
quantity of military ftores, and eight pieces of cannon, which the 
French had left to them : they returned from whence they came, to 
Dindigul. Calliaud immediately took pofleffion of the pagoda, and 
garrifoned it with 500 Sepoys. 

Mr. Lally, notwithftanding his wrangles, confulted Mr. Deleyrit 
and tlie jefuit Lavaur concerning the future operations of the field, 
Madrafs feemed the immediate and moft important temptation ; for, 
notwithftanding the utmoft exertions, many of the eflential parts of 
its fortifications ftlll remained incompleat ; and the defence of Fort 
St. David hdd railed in Mr. Lally a contemptible opinion of the 
Englllh troops in India ; but Pondicherry could not immediately fyr- 
nilh money to fupport the campaign, nor means to tranfport by 
land the vaft quantity of artUleiy and ftores neceflary for the liege, 
whicii could not be conveyed with any certainty in the fhips of the 
Frencii fquadron, whilft the Englilh kept the lea. The Nabob’s 
country to the north of Chittapett and Vandiwalh, by the retreat of 
the Englilh garrifons, prefented a much eafier eonqueft, and the 
chane'e of no inconliderable revenue, with the advantage of prelfing 
Madrafs itfelf by a variety of dlftrefles ; but Mr. Lally could not 
brook the flow, although certain means of colledling money, which 
’would have arlfen from this expedition. Yielding therefore to the 

advice 
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advice of father Lavaur, he pfeferced another, from ,which they ex- 
pe<^ed to get more, with equal cafe, m a much Darter time. 

The king of Tanjoare, when hefieged by the arpiy of Murzafajing 
j^nd Chundafahcb with the French troqpsm t75t» had compounded 
the arrears of his tribute, and had given Chundaf^ieb a bond for 
5,600,000 rupees, before the approach of Nazirjing’s army obliged 
them to retreat out of his country i the bond tyas in the poffeflion 
of the government of Pondicherry ; arid intadjsnt in the capture 
of Fort St. David concurred to ' the expediency of marching 

intO'the Tanjore country, and demanding this money iword in hand. 
The French had found in -Fort St. David atprifrmer of greater con- 
fequence than they expefted : his name was Gatica : he was uncle 
'to the depofed king of Tanjore, whofe pretenfions the Englifli af- 
feited in 1749, when they entered the country, and took Devi Cotah. 
The king then and now reig^iing, when he ceded this place to them 
in propriety, dipulated by a focret article, that they ftiould prevent 
this- pretender 'fiom giving him any moleftation in future ; to enfure 
which, it was neceflary to focurc his perfon ; but he withdrew him- 
ielf out of their leadh; however, being in podenion of his uncle, who 
*was the leading man of the party, and had entirely managed his 
mephew, they detained him a prisoner, but under an eafy confine- 
■ment, within- the fort, where he remained until feted by the fell of 
"the place to be employed by the French, with the fame views as 
nine years before by the Bnglifh : and Gatica was now produced at 
'Pondicherry with much odentation and ceremony, in order to excite 
the apprehenfions of Checking, that the pretender himfelf would ap- 
pear and accompany the French army, whom noverthelefs they did 
not'proclaim in his foead. 

How much foever Mr. Laily agreed in the .pmf^nce of this ex- 
pedition, he differed even to toimoiityijboth ayith Mr* Deleyrit a^d 
the Jefoit in another meafure of ftUl, greater importance. He had 
brought from France the ftrongeft prejudices againfo the charafter of 
Mr. ®«fly, whem he believed to have continually amufed his nation 
with phantoms of public >ucUity. and danger, jn order to.fecure the' 
x:ontinuance of his flotion, in which he was fpppoled ,to have al- 
3 * ready 
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ready fitted ati irnimnfe fortune : a (ew days afoer he landed, he 
had feiit the Martjuis of Coi^ans to a& as fecond in the army of 
the Decan ; but now, thinking that the capture of Fort St. David 
had efhtblifoed his own reputation beyond the imputation of jealouiy, 
he difpatched a letter to ]^w Bu%, to come without delay to Ponch- 
cherry, pretending that he wanted his advice ; aini, fufpicious of the 
intimacy which had always fubhited between Moracin and Mr. 
he likewifo, and on the fame pretence, recalled Moracin from the 
' government of Mafulipatam. 

Six hundred men of Mr. Laity’s regiment, with aoo Sepoys, 
under the command of Mr. Soupire, formed a camp of obfervation 
between Alamparva and Pondicherry : only 50 able, with the in- 
valids of the army, wdre to be left in the town ; and, to calm the 
apprehenlions which were entertained by the inhabitants,, of a fodden 
deicent from the Englilh fquadron, it was refolved to recall their 
own under the walls. The injundtioa reached Mr. D’Ach^ off 
Karical on the i6th ; and he anchored the next day in the road of 
Pondicheriy.^ On the i8th Mr. Laity took the fiel^ but, as before, 
unprovided with the neceflary attendants, i)ullock-men, and market- 
people; for the uiiufual compullions, which had been pra^fed 
during the fiege of Fort St. David, deterred the natives of fuch oc- 
cupations from engaging in the ftrvices of the camp ; and the in- 
habitants of the country removed their cattle, from dread of the 
Huflars, Who had been permitted to drive in what were neceffary 
for the viAuallng of the army, without paying the value. The 
march between Pondicherry and Karical^ where the troops were to 
rendezvous, is interfedted by no lefs than fixteen rivers-; fix before 
you arrive at the Coleroon, which are generally fordable, excepting 
in the rains, but the Colbroon is. never fo ; the others, as all in the 
kingdom of Tanjore, are arms of the Caveri, moft of which near 
the fea change thc^r exteniive furfoces on beds of fand into deep chan- 
nels of mud, which, even when fordable, cannot oe entered without 
much toil and trouble; to avoid which, fuch of the heavy artillery, and 
cumbrous ftores as were not to be fopplied at Karical, were font in 
two vbffels'by foa. Notwithftanding this rtlfof, the-froops ^ned 

their 
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tlieir way with much iiiconvenience. The regiment of Lorrain left 
their tents at Cuddalore, for want of bullocks and coolies to carry 
them. The whole army had been 1 2-hours without food when they 
arrived at Devi Cotah, and, contrary to their expeftation, found none 
there excepting paddy, which is the grain of rice before it is divefted 
of its huft, in which ftate it is only fit for tlie food of cattle ; but 
the operation is tedious, and requires the implements ufed by the 
natives ; and the foldiers, hun^ and fatigued, having fearched the 
huts in the fort for other viduals without finding any, fet fire to 
them, which was with much difficulty prevented from catching two 
magazines of gunpowder. 

The troops, after feven days march, arrived at Karical on the 25th. 
The diftance from Pondicheriy, although only 75 miles in the diiedl 
line, is 100 by the road; and here, for the lirft time cUiring the 
march, they got a regular meal. Here a brainin, lent by tlie king 
of Tanjore with propofals, was waiting for Mr, Lolly, who fent him 
back with his own, demanding immediate payment of the five mil- 
lions and fix hundred thoufand rupees, with all the iiiterefi: : and, to 
convince the king that he would derive no benefit from the ufual 
delays and prevarications of Indian negotiations, he immediately 
fent forward a detachment to take pofllHion of the opulent town of 
Nagore. 

This place is fituated on a river about four miles to the north of 
Negapatam, and can ics on a very confiderable commerce ; but the 
merchants had removed thdr money and jewels, and olTered little for 
the redemption of their warehoufes ; on which Mr. Lally farmed 
out the plunder and raufom of the town for 200,000 rupees to Fifchcr 
the commander of the French huflars, ftipulating, that, if the profit 
exceeded 100,000 rupees, a proportion."!! addition was to be made to 
the public fund. Hitherto the conduit of Mr. Lally had been free 
from the reproach of thole pecuniary views, which he continually 
imputed without diftinilion to every one in the fervice of the French 
company ; but this agreement gave them no flight pretence to retort 
peculation on himfelf, as going (hares with P'ilcher in the profits of 
Nagore. VVhilft- this bulinefs was tranfaiting, he applied tp tli^ 

Dutch 



]^k:IXL . XAjr/omE. 

Di«:ch gOTem<*»lit^Nega^ajn %o fupply bis wants of money, 
apamu^ion, an<i'Pt(9viib>ri8 ; who, awed by his fbi;ce» .fujrniiheil him 
wijt^ 2tQ»oc^ poui^s Wfdght of gunpowder, , and prpmii^ to ailiil his 
commiilfei^s<ia:pui3chafmg whatfoeve^ ibeir ^rritory <»>uld^ fupply, 
but d^c^ed jtbexnfelyea unable to l«:nd apy.'money, upt liaving 
pnougb 1^' their own ufe. The Daniih ^tlemept of IV^uoqu^bar, 
from (kw» dread of his vloleages, protnifed the (a#e 
and fumilbed fix fmall fidd'piece&,with,4o,,PQO weight^gi^-'PPYfdff* 
.The army marched .from Nagoreomf^e aSth, and, having p^ 
cceded fix miles, baited at a xonfiderable pagoda called KiveloQf ,§ 
where Mr. Lally, believing the repoi;t' of thole wfio meant only tq 
pleafe him, imagined the bramins to be very rich, and that tho 
images th^ worlhipped were of gold; inthisperfiiafipti^ heranl^ked 
and dug the houfcs, dragged the tanks, and todc the idols opt qf tlm 
chapels, but no treafures were found ; apd the idols proved to bn 
only of brafs. The bramin returning from the king met Mr. Lally 
at Kiveloor, and offered the ufual complimentary prefents, but no 
terms of accommodation adequate to Mr. Lally’s expedations, vi{bo> 
therefore dtfmified him without accepting the prefents, and the next 
day marched ten miles farther to Trivalote, where ftands the rpoft 
famous pagpda in the country. Here ti^ army found as much paddy 
laid up in granaries as would have fupplied them with rice .for three 
months, for want of the means to beat it out, could fcarcely pro- 
cure from lit fuificient for the meal of the day. All the braminsC had 
abandoned the pagoda, but fomc were afterwards difeovered prying 
and alking queffions in the camp, probably from anxiety concern- 
ing their temples and divinities ; but Mr. Lally judged tlieiu to be 
fpies employed by the king, and raihly ordered fix of them to be exe- 
cuted, who were blown off from the muzzles of the field-pieces. 

As icon as the French troops arrived at Karikal, the general Mo- 
naejee advanced from the city of 1 anjorc and encamped within ten 
miles of Tfh^alpre, with 2500 horfe, and 5000 Sepoys dilcipUned as 
well as they could be without the dire«Slion of Europeans. This was 
half the force of the kingdom* The king on the firft alarm had foli- 
Qticd aid from the Nabobs the Englifh prefidency,Tritchinopoly, from 
VoL. II. T t Tondiman, 
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T<nu{fi9an, and even from the although he ytliie 

at this very time in enmity with the three Polygar®. The 
pididency and the Nabob were in Uo condition to imd any aiOil- 
ance from the Carnatk» but tli^ authorized Capt^ Calliaud'to 
a6b a® occafion n^ght require from Tritchinopply, where the 
commandant Majiomed Iffi>of, in obedience to &e orders to 
him on the &rA appearance of the French fqntdron, 4fil^ on the 
i6ch of June with aooo $epoys from the Thiivdly oouni^>- This 
reinforcement emfoled' CtUi^ to fiieoour the without 

too much impairing his own gprrifba ; but the amtinual and au* 
thentic intelligence whidb he obtained of the 4uplici^ of the king^s 
councils, created no litde petplexi^ In the option b etw e en ieadh^ 
fuccours which might be betrayed to the enemy : or by with-holding 
them give the king a pretext to make terms with them, which in 
tlus conjtmdnre mufl be dangerous to the Engliih adairs : he how- 
ever, at all rifques, as ibon as he heard the French army were in 
motion from Nsgeve, detached 500 Sepoys with 10 European ar- 
tiUery-men, andjoo CoUeries coUefled frm the neighbouring Poly- 
gars dependant on Tritchinopoly, deeming this reinforcemeot in 
the pre^t infbtnt fufHcient to keep up the kiag*s hope of more ; 
and waiting to a^Ub him hereafter, according to hlscondud with the 
enemy, wludi he cauf^ to be narrowly watclted. The exhor- 
tations of the prefidency had likewfo induced Tondkotan and the 
two Moravars to (uipend their refentments fb far as to let their 
Cdleries alfo take fervice with the king, who hired 4000 of them ; 
and they were fent, as they arrived, to Monaejee’s camp, as were 
afterwards thofe fupphed by Callkiud. The French army remained 
at Trivalore until the 12th of July, during which their cavaliy 
fwept the country round of aU the catde, of which Mr. Lally font 
large droves to be fold at the towns on the foa>coaft ; which p«e;» ^ 
caution was imputed to him as a pr<^e^ of private grin ; but 
much was got by it, for Monaejee had detached bb CoUeries' to, . ' 
maraud in the rear of the French armjr, who cut off every tlimg 
w])ich moved tn and from the camp with ftender efoouts,^ <and re- 
covered great numbers of the cattle^ whfohtb^ too dr«vo»Uway, «icl 
fold for the loweft prices to any who wo\ 4 <i khSem. However, 
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Ibriirof Colbries were kiUed^ and att who Were taken prifonera 1758. 
]N^* to be linked to draw the guns, which did not deter 

repealing thdir attacks, wherever booty appeared, or “ 
evept from^injddtuig the camp itlelf every night with their rockets. 

sh^ a^, the army came in light of Moiiacjee*s, drawn up in 
gl^c^r behind a water>oour£;, from, which ^e Tanjorines were 
^XHi.diiriven the fire of the French artillery, and retreated towards 
the^y, hut fiill continued without the walls. 

The French army arrived within fix miles of the city on the i8th 
in the momiug, wl^n a mefiage was received from the king, de- 
firing a contf^ice with perfixis authorized to treat ; on which Mr. 
lially halt^ the army, and fent in a captain, Maudave, and.« 

Jefuit, St. Efievan. They infified on the firft demand of 5,600,0.00 
rupees, with the iuterefi; : the king offered 3^000 : the deputies rc- 
tumedy'and were fent badk again with the-demtutd of one million in 
money, 600 bullocks for the carriage of the artillery and fiores, and 
10,000 pcrands weight of gunpowder ; but this article the deputies 
wHety agrM tofiipprefs, as expofing the difirefs of the army : the king 
iicemed iiwlined to add i«i|aething to his firll offer of mon^, but laid, 
that the l^pply or (ale ol beeves to thofe of a different reli^» was 
contrary 1|> Us own ; the depuries. returned again to the ca^, and 
the next ^mbig to the city, with pofitive orders to inilft on the 
gunpowd^, wh^h when they propo^ to Monacjee in a conference 
hefm th^ were to vifit the king, he excLumed in^fignation, 
that all n^riation was at an end, and that h< flia^d not inttoduce 
to hb ma&f men who were only fent to infullt hupu The deputies 
returned without delay to the camp, which imme^^ mov^ and 
in theeVifiilig took pofieffion of the pettah, or fiibiu^ which at 
thb riae exietided akmg the eaftern fi^ of the city ; riie artilleiy, 
of whktttifily'two weie battering canmm, and the coboms and 
howitxcSf Ibr the ftbby had brou^t no mortars, fired during the 
night at ^ pagodas and other edUces which aiofe above the walls ; 
and thb was all the annoyance they could ufe at prefent, fince 
..riw two jMCces of battering cannon could not be expofed againft 
the fuperior fire of the toarn, without more to cover them ; a de- 
T t a tachmeut 
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tachrherft was therefore font to bring up three twenty-four pounders 
from Karical, which were all that this place could Ipare, and 
the two veflels laden with the cannon and mortars from Pondi- 
cherry were foil far to leeward : feveral othdr de^chments, which 
all together employed half the infantry and all the fcavaliy of the 
army, were at the fame time fent abnrad to bring in the cattle of 
the adjacent country ; and a body of Colleries, ^o had probably 
dcferted from the Tanjorines, were likewife hired for the fame em- 
ployment. The abundance was 'much greater than the fconfump- 
tion ; and the furplus were driven away as before to be fold on the 
fca-coaft. The vaft detriment which the country was likely to foffer 
by the continuance of thefo defolations induced the king to renew 
the negociation on the 2 ad, and the next day he paid yo,ooo rupees; 
and thejefuitSt. Efoevsm, with Kenedy a lieutenant-colonel, were 
font to remain as hoftages for riie te-payment of the money, in cafe 
a treaty fhould not be concluded, and hoftilities be renewed. But 
the Colleries in the French army could not be reftrained from con- 
tinuing their depredations, which the Tanjorine horfo revenged, by 
giving no quarter to any they foil in with t quarrels likeWife en- 
fued with the market people and dealers, who, with the kii]g*s per- 
miffion, came from the city to fell provilions and other neceflaries 
in the camp ; and the difoufoons of thefe broils and violences in- 
terrupted the more important negotiation until the arrival of the 
three pieces of cannon from Karical, which came up on the 29th ; 
and Mr. Lally, having at this time received intelligence, that the 
king was preffing the Englifh atTritcbinopoly to fend another and 
foronger reinforcement, refolved to renew hoftilities, although his 
hoftages foil remained in the power of the kifig, who, frightened by 
the arrival of the cannon, conferred in esmeft, and concluded the" 
treaty, of which the terms were founded on Mr. Laity’s declarations, 
that he intended to march immediately from Tanjore againft: Tritch- 
hiopoly ; for which fervice the king agreed to lend 0oo of his beft 
horfe, to furnifh 1000 cooties and mattock'^men, und to lupply^ the 
army with provlfions during the fiege ; to deliver two re^^ble* 
hoftages, and to give in mon^ 500,000 rupees, of which 20i»^oo 
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were to fed jpaftl asifooin as flie army removed ten miles from Tan- 1758. 
jore, i5Cf,tooo iVerc to be fent with the two French hoftages as foon ‘ 
as it arrived beforelTritchiriopoly, and the remaining 1 50,000 were 
tabe' paid aftdi^the 'fiege,'' when the Idhg^s hoftages were to be fur- 
rendered, and the cavalry returned. The contingencies involved in 
theie terms ‘fhe\Ved, that neither fide had much expectation they 
wdhld be compleatly executed,, anxl Mr. Lally feems to have accepted 
themi only becanie he fliould get fome money in hand ; the king 
becaufe fome' chance might l^ive the' reft. Two hundred of the 
icoolicswere fent to the' camp during tho difcu’ffion of the articles, 
which were hot infirely adjufted until late in tHb evening of the 
3 rft, when Mr. Dubois the commlflary of the army, who had con- 
ducted the negotiation in the city, rtturned to irfie camp, accom- 
panied by the two Tanjorine hoftaj^s, and 4S'hf the cAvalry, being 
all, it was faid, who were immediately ready ; the delay of the reft con- 
firmed Mr. Lally in his fiffpicions that the king meant only to amufe 
him, and induced him to ftiut up thofe who were come in a pagoda 
near the encampment : they not knowing what to fufpeCl from this 
treatment, dreadW the wont, nnd fent information to 'the city, in . 
-confequenci df which tfie king ftopped the reft of the cavalry ; and 
his coolies In the camp being frightened by the rumours concerning 
.the' horfenfen in the pagoda, run away in the night. The next Auguft. 
morning ]\|r. Lally fent Dubois to reproach the king and Mo- 
nacjee for tlielr fuppofed breach of fiiith, who retorted their own 
fufpicions, pnd this altercation producing the real ftate of the mlf- 
takcs, Dubbis preferred to bring back one of the Tanjorine hoftages 
as a conviction of fecurity to the cavalry which had remained be- 
hind, who were thpi to proceed to the j camp. But Mr. Lally re- 
garded 'this "ftipulation as an Indignity, and a confirmation of the 
‘king^s Infihcerity, and fummoned his council of war, who con-- 
formahly to his expofition were unanimovrfly of opinion that no re- - 
liance could be had on any proftffions of peace, and that it was 
•necefiary "to attack the city without delay, and with the utmdft. 
vigour. In conftquence of this refiilution, Mr. Lally wrote a letter 
ifo colonel Kenedy, ordering him to denounce the utmoft vengeance 

not ' 
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1758. not qq]^ on the country and city of T^njore, but likewife on tlw 
khig and his whole tiuiiily, whom he threatened to carry asilaves to 
the ifland of Mauritius. In the evening the army mov^ from^the 
fuburbs, and formed a regular catn^ <;^b(;iuta npile, and a half ,tet the 
fouth-eaft of the town. , ' - f . 

The exprefiions in Mr. lily’s letter to Kenedy, determined the 
king, who had hitherto flu^uated in irrslblution,, tgr defend hindelf 
to extremity, and he now repeated hh folicitatioi)^ wi^hj^he utinoft 
rnnielhiels for aiTillance froin Tritchinopedy. Captain Cailiand, by 
the acoountt he coodnually received of the. king’s negotiations,’ had 
hitherto thonghtit unfaf; totrufi any moi:e troops in hta power,' whilft 
makbg engagements to a(M the French in thoJ«du<£Hon of Trttchi-. 
nopoly : but, beihg convinced by this laft rupture, that he, had its? 
nouuced all defigmodACCOnl or reconcUiadon with them, detached On 
the 6th of AugnfV 5oo<of hia heft Sepoys, with two excellent ferjeants 
and 27 canxKMieers, who ist order to av(^ the encounter of the 
French troops, proceeded, in a rouadnabout road along the bank of 
the Colerooii. 

A' deep- water-courfe, miming within 400 yards parallel to the 
fouth fide of the city, furntdung a imichrnore commodieus trench 
than any wluch are opened in fieges, detemnned Mr. Lally to make 
the attack wider the advantage of this cover. The fouth face of the city 
is much the nanoweft alped,extending only 480 yards. Two batteries 
were erected on the nether edge of the waterocoiirfe, the one three 
guns oppoiite to the middle of the dice, but turned to breach between 
the cavalier of the eaftem aigle and the next tower. The other, of 
two guns, was 200 yards to the right. 

Botbepenedonthe adofAtsgttft. It wasthe 7 thintheevemng,after 
five days.finng, befiire the batteries had produced ^breach iix feet wide : 
biit by this time there lemaioed only 1 50 charges of powder ft>r the 
cannon, and not jio carttniches a man for the troops ; and, noCwith- 
ftanding the numbers of ofttle which had been ftized, them were, not 
proviGons for two days leniaifliog in the camp^ and the grcntd^bniee 
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from which be jkocured throug^i the perpetual mtemiptions 1758. 

of the Tai^orhic citwiky M ttrilcries, pi^ucied the hopes of atiy im- 
medi^ihppliefc* Oh the 8th in the oUMfntng advicee were received, 
that anotheir engagethesat had pafll^^betHeeen the two iquadrons, im- 
lUMhat^ly after which, the Engiifh anchored before Kaiical, where 
they %(foMr tbreitening a defcent ; but that no tidings had been obtained 
CDncenfoigthe French fquadron fmcethe fight. This intelli^ce 
grairated ^ general anxiety, aa'the diftre^s of the army in their 
ptei^ fitttation, could only be relieved from Karical; and Mr^ 

Lally defpairiug of fucoeeifoig in’the aftault of the breads, fummoti* 
edhis council ofwar, in which, of la officers 10 were of opinion to 
raifethe fiege; but twcs SauUnet, and Mr. D^Efta^e, advifed the 
immediate affiratt, the fuccefs of which appeared; to D!Eftaigne in- 
dubitable ; who added, that the dty would '^Ufthh more ammuni- 
tion than woidd be expended in the ftorm, bnd^that he had no ap- 
preheidions the En^ifh would make a defcent upon >Karical, whfift 
the French iquadronrkept the fea. Doubtleft both and 

Saubinet knew thedkeh was foldable, when they advifed thea£^k; 
otherwifo, ii| the ftate we have known it fiiioe, the afproaeh would 
have been ulterl^ imprafticfole. In confoquenoe of the refolutiois 
to retreat,' ^fid^ and wounded vf^ fobt>.away on the fame day 
under the ^foort of 150 Europeans, apid difp^iona were made 
to decamp ^ the night of the enfuing which was the>iodi of 
the nionth;fin the mean time the guns in the batteries. weie fired 
every now and then in order to keep the ganifoa inawe.- . 

Monaejeel foon teceived intelligence of die inefolutian to laifo tll^ ^ 

fiege, and iiupcted it to defpondency^ the detachment from Trit- 
chmDpoly*ai^Ted in the nuddle of the dame n^|ht^ and he pre^fed 
that they ihould march immediatdly wtlh> his own troops to attack 
the Frenohjoamp by l^rprize, confomaably: to. fefaeme for which 
he had^bdeto meafotvr; but they w^ fo much fttigued, that he dc- 
a4 boun, tuttU.tliB morning of the 
during which the imnp received no mteU^ptnee of this ifefigni but 
renauned in negli^iioe and fecuiity, as befiire an oiemy thqr def- 
pifed, and fuppofod wifhing their retreat too mudi to. mtemipt it. 

5 After 
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j 758. 4000 cavaliy, ied ty ith^,l?WA4er 

’ — ^ tan^imeurs from Tntchhiopoly, of j^poo Sepoys a^ii'^p. 

Aug«ft. g^j^pgans, witli 5000 of the,HH»g;# gepoyg* ,9Jid the 
marched out of the city, and 

at the different pofls f|om which they; ijFeflo.t^akp their attac^|:,|ii4. 
remained in them, undifcover^ Ajt the <)f(day, 

men appeared advancing, a$ from thq^ cijty, a lejfurely p^pt, j^p*. 
wards the camp ; they were challenge^ by tne^dvapeed gpard» $nd 
laid they were pomp to oder th^rfferyiqe fh? Fr^ch gwie^al,' to 
whom thpy requeued to be coiuhi^bed^^.and no^pgei^ 
liended frotn their number^ apafty ^rom the gu^r^dapeompat^ them 
towards Mr. ^iOlly’s quarters, who flept in a chpultry about Haifa mile 
in the rear, but to the-M^t of the .camp* When.wii^ too yards, 
the troop halted kader went forward, and Mr* iUdly having 

perceived their arrival;, arofe and came out of the choyltry to fpeak to 
him ; but before they met, one of the horfemen, who it is foppofed 
was intoxicated .with opium* left his rank, apd galloped up to a tum- 
bril at fonte diftatice, Into which he bred his piftol, and a (park, of 
the wad blew it up^d the man ; the explohon gave the alarm through 
tlie camp ; and the guard at the choultry, which oonhfted of 50 
men, immediately advanced to proted Mr. Lally. In the fame inftant 
the captain nf jdk troop, who had noadilmounted, puflted forward to- 
wards him^ and made a cut at hk head with his foymetar, which 
Mr. Lally parried with his ftlck, and a .Cofifee fenrant who attended 
him (hot the Tanjorine dmd with a piifol the whole troop hadnow iet 
^ oft* at full-gallop to charge the guard, who reonved them m regular 
Older, and wkha fire of inch exeemion an (h^ ail exc^t two or 
three ftom breaking thmujgh.thdn^ thofo,. however, who remained 
on .horfobadk, joined aed endbatoarred to msloe a fooxid chaige, 

but in fo much cicH)iftifion, 0 ha£tke 4 boo {;4 dm guard pot th^ 
to (tight wkht^mtii^^plet^atadoa^.^ ^^them gaHoped 

into atahk, avoid hut 

twenty-eight :^8 1 

himfelf was trampled do^and'|^bu^^^ fci^»h^dkfy^^^ 
of his guard were killed. the* eafEp vMre get- 

^ I ting 
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ting under arms and cxpe£liug a general attack from the quarter <75^. 
where the firft alarm had been given, tl>e great body of CoUeries 
were difcovered advancing with their lances and rockets in the rear, ® 
3000 horfe at the fame time in the front, and the whole body of 
Sepoys, with 1000 more horfe on the right: much confufion and 
trepidation prevailed in every part of the camp for near an hour, but 
the troops were recalled to their wonted fteadinefs and difcipUne, by 
the example and activity of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaigne : the 
Engliih Sepoys penetrated amongft the tents, and, had feized three 
field-pieces, which they were obliged to abandon, after having 75 
of their body killed and wounded in endeavouring to carry them off; 
they, however, brought away an elephant and two camels. Tlie 
French fuppofe that 400 of the enemy were killed, and allow their 
own lofs to be no more than 10, which is improbable. It does not 
appear that any attack was made on the two; batteries in the water- 
courfe, although it fhould feem that the troop^on duty there were 
the moft expofed. 

As foon as the Tanjorines had retired, the French army continued 
their preparations to decamp during the enfuing night ; and, for 
want of dipft and carriage-bullocks, fpiked and difmounted the five 
pieces of lettering cannon, threw the (hot into wells, and deftroyed 
as much of the baggage as time and means permitted. At midnight 
the whole -were in motion, marching in two lines, with an interval 
between, which was occupied by palanquins, baggage, tumbrills, and 
other parr&ges ; two field-pieces were in the front, rear, and on each 
fide of thelfines. Monacjee, with all his cavalry and a large body of 
Sepoys, abroad, and. feveral times obliged the march to halt, 
and recur |to their field-pieces ; the CoUeries threw rockets, but dif- 
appeared the approach of day. But the reft of the Tanjorine army 
continued, as during tfie night, to follpw and hover round until 
jn<>»n t when the French troops arrived and halted at Covilonil, 1 5 miles 
{ the road was without a fingle pond or ftream until 
thcjt^swie ljo tbintpwn ; when notbingcould with-hold the troops and 
animals of theamay fi»m breaking their ranks and reftraints to gain 
the firit water they law. The next day they reached .Trivalore; this 
inarch was 20 imlra, and more fatiguing than the former, having two 
VoL. II. U u riveis 
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rivers to pafs, over which the artillery and carriages were tranfported 
with much difficulty; but the enemy, inftead of taking the advantage, 
difcontinued the purfuit before they arrived at the firft : during the 
whole march the troops had no other food than the coco-nuts they 
gathered on the way, of which many got none; however, they found 
at Trivalorc fome provifions fent from Karical ; but all were fo ex- 
haufted and fatigued, that they could not proceed any farther until 
thcv had been allowed three days refrelhment and repofe. On the 
road Mr. Lally received information that the French fquadronwas at 
Pondicherry, and that Mr. D’Ache had fignified to the council there 
his determination to return without delay to the Ifle of France ; on 
which he immediately difpatched the Count D’Eftaigne with the 
llrongeft remonftrances to flop him. On the 1 8th the army arrived 
at Karical, and faw the Englifti fquadron at anchor off the mouth of 
the river. 

Many wants and infufficient means had detained the fquadron near 
eight weeks in the road of Madrafs after their unfuccefsful endea- 
vours to reach Fort St. David during the liege. On the third of 
July, three of the company*s Ihips arrived in the road ; they had 
left England in the preceding year, but not arriving in the bay, un- 
til the northern monfoon was letting in, proceeded to Bengal ; from 
whence they were difpatched in April with money, merchandise, 
and llores, but without any of the recruits they brought from Eng- 
land, or any troops in return for thofe which had been fent with 
Clive. The fouthern monfoon, which begun when they failed, 
obliged them to make the outward palfage towards Achin, and they 
came in from the fouthward to N^patam : in confequence of the in- 
telligence they received at this place, th^ put out again to lea and kept 
out of light of land until they ftood in for Madrals. Chance alw^s 
maintains its lharein all events. Had not the unneceflary anxiety of 
the council at Pondicheriy recalled Mr. D*Ach^*s fquadron from 
cal in themiddleofJune,Wpermittedl:umtohaveconcinuedthe<rui2e 
he intended, thefo fliipf would have been taken, and would have 
plied the want of mon^, which had been the principal caufc of th^ 

fiwtleik 
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fruitlcfs Slid difgraceful expedition to Tanjore. It was the 25th of 1758. 
July before the Englifti fquadron was fufficiently equipped to fail, and **^157* 
on the 27th they appeared jn fight of Pondicherry, where the French 
fquadron lay at anchor, and with much hurry got under I'ail before 
night. The next morning the two Iquadrons were out of light of 
each other ; on the 29th, the French anchored at Karical ; on tlie 
3111, at day-break, they fiulcd for Negapatam, and at nine again 
law the Englilh fquadron j but the wind blowing frelh, the three 
fmaller of the French Ihips could not work their lower tier, on 
which Mr. D’Ache tacked and flood away, and the next day again Auguft. 
faw nothing of the Englilh. The day after, the 2d of Augufl, they 
anchored again at Karical, where Mr. D’Ache received intelligence, 
which was not true, that Mr. I^lly had been defeated before Tan- 
jore ; and, what was much lefs probable, that the Englilh fqua- 
dron intended to (Ufembark a great part of their men, in order to cut 
off the retreat of the French army to Pondicherry. At two in the 
morning lights appeared in the offing, on which the Frwich fqua- 
dron got under way, and plying to windward perceived the Eng- 
lilh at day-break out at fea, about four miles to leeward of them. 

Both fquadjfons immediately formed their lines, and Mr. Pococke 
perceiving ^he fliip which led the enemy’s van (it was the Count de 
Provence) yto be the flouteft next their Admiral, ordered the Eliza- 
beth, Admiral Stevens, to take the fame ftation in his own line, in- 
flead of the Tyger, to which, as in the laft engagement, it had 
been allotei. The land-wind blowing ftom the s. w. the Englilh 
line ftretclid with their heads to the s. s. e. At eleven o’clock the 
wind wheijB they were, died away, and left them quite becalmed. 

But the eni^y continued to have a light breeze from the land, with 
which they flood on, their line extending Eaft and Weft, and palled 
the rear of the Englilh line nearly at right angles, without firing 3 
Angle iimt, although they had the faireft opportunity of raking and 
difithlifig ihe Cumberland, and Newcaftle, which were the two 
ftcrnmoft 'lInps» and, as all the others, lay helplefs in the calm with 
their Herns tovyards the enemy. 

Uu 2 


At 




Aogu^ 


The War of Coromandel, Book IX. 

At noon the fea-breeze iprung up from the s. w. which gave the 
wind to the Englifli /hips. Both fquadrons formed their lines anew 
to the wind, with their heads w. n. w. and as foon as this was done 
in the Engllfh line, Mr. Pococke at ao minutes paft 1 2 made the 
iignal to bear down. 

The enemy’s line confifted of eight fail ; the Sylphide, which 'ap- 
peared in it in the laft engagement, was kept out to repeat (ignals : 
the Comte de Provence, which had not beeen in it, fupplied the place 
of the Bienaime, which was ftranded in the furf. The Elizabeth 
flood for the Comte de Provence, and hawled up abreafl of her be- 
fore the reft of the line were in their proper form ; for it is impoftible 
that feveral fhips can correfpond inftantaneoufly in the fame opera- 
tions. Mr. D’Ach^ immediately made the fignal for engagement, and 
the Comte de Provence had pven her broad-lide upon the Eliza- 
beth before Mr. Pococke threw out his fipial, at 20 minutes paft 
one, when his whole line was compleatly formed in doled order at the 
proper diftance from each other, and all at equal diftance from the 
enemy, who were not fo regularly drawn up, curving inwards from 
the extrenxities: the two admirals, as in the former engagement, were 
in the center of their refpe^ive lines. The fire was in both as hot a» 
poflible : but the Frwich fired high, the Englifh only at the hulls, 
and both with much certdnty, for they were near, the lea lmooth» 
and the breeze light. In ten minutes the mizen of the Comte de 
Provence took fire, which obliged her to bear away, and cut away 
the mail. The Due de Bourgogne took her place againft the Eliza-^ 
beth. A little after the wheel of the Zodiac's rudder was carried 
away by a Ihot from the Yarmouth, to repair which Ihc pafted un- 
der the Ice of the Due d’Orleans, and no fooner returned again into* 
the line, than one of her lower deck guns in the gun-room burft, 
and beat through the deck above. This mifchance was foon fol- 
lowed by a greater, for the bulk-head of her powder-room took fire t 
whilft extinguilhing it, the rudder gave way again, and the Ihip fell 
foul of the Due d’Orleans, her fecond ahead ; and both, whUft dif^ 
entangling, were expofed almoft defencelefs to the hotteft fire from 
their opponents the Yarmouth and Tyger ; the Cond 6 Rod the Mora$ 
* were 
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were by this time beaten out of the line, and at eight minutes after 1758. 

two, the 2kxliaque as foon as dlfeng^d bore away, as in fifteen 
minutes more did the other five Alps not yet gone, dl crowding all ® 
the fail they could carry, and even cutting their boats adiift, to make 
more way. Mr. Pococke then threw out the fignal for a general 
chace; but in lefs than ten minutes all the enemy’s Alps were got out 
of certain Aot ; and at fix o’clock their hindmoft were five miles from 
the foremoft of the EngliA Aips, which then ceafed the chace, and 
after getting together again hawled the wind, and at eight anchored 
off Karical, about three miles from the Aore. Mr. D’Ach^ (leered for 
Pondicherry. Notwithftanding the irregularity and Aort continu- 
ance of this fight, the French fufiered as much in it as in the for- 
mer engagement, although they had then 1 200 more men on board ; 
for their killed and wounded amounted to few lefs than 600, of whom 
33 were killed dead, and 151 dangeroufly wounded in the Zodiaque 
alone. In the whole of the EngliA fquadron only 31 were killed^ 
and 166 wounded; both fquadrons fuffered in proportion to the 
manner in which the enemy fought ; the French loft in men and 
(laughter, and all the EngliA Aips were fo much damaged in their 
rigging, thdt^ if a freA wind had arifen during the engagement, (eve- 
ral of their mafts muft have gone by the board, for want of the 
Arowds, (lays, and other fecurities, which the enemy’s Aot and 
langrain had cut away. Both Mr. Pococke and D’Ache were wound- 
ed by fpliAters, and Commodore Stevens received a mufket-ball, 
which lodged in his Aoulder, and was (een to be Aot with aim by a 
French officer. 

Three days after the engagement, a fnow called the Rubys, from 
the iftand of Mauritius, anchored in the road of Negapatam, of 
which, as foon as Mr. Pococke received information, he detached 
one of the Aips of his fquadron, whole boats cut the fnow out of 
the road within gun-Aot of the Dutch flag, and the fi)rt did not fire 
to prated her, but afterwards reraonftrated againft the offence. A 
few days after a Dutch (hip of 500 tons from Batavia, with 30,00a 
pounds in dollars on board, anchored in the road of Pondicherry,, 
which Mr, D’Ache immediately feized as reprifal for the fuppofod 

connivance 
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1758. connivance of the government of Ncgapatam, in not protecting the 
Rubys according to the rights of a neutral port. 

The retreat of the Englilh garrifons into Madrafs, and the infub- 
ordination of the Nabob's troops at Arcot, left the country to the Ibuth 
of the Paliar without any other protection excepting fioni the troops 
maintained by Mur^afabeg ; who endeavouring to cover a greater 
extent than his force was adequate to, was no where ftrong enough 
to oppofe the enemy ; and, in the end of June, a French olficer return- 
ing with his efcort of Sepoys, and a party of horfemen, which he had 
leued at Velore, furprized the fort of Trivatore, in which he 
left his Sepoys, who being joined by the peons from the French 
dlftrlCts, all together made incurlions on the harvefts of Conjeveram 
and Salawauk ^ to reprefs which, the prefidency fent out again four 
companies of Sepoys, two to Conjeveiam, and two to Chinglapet; 
tvhich were not fufficient to reprefs half the mifehief. How- 
ever, an advantage was foon after gained by other means, w'hich 
more tlian retaliated the lofs of Trivatoie. Mr. Lally, on his ar- 
rival at Pondicherry, had given the fort of Trinomalee with its de- 
pedencies, which Mr. Soupires had reduced in the preceding year, to 
Rajahfaheb, the long-negleCled fbn of Chundafaheb, who to prove 
himfelf worthy of this change in his fortunes, levied a body of 300 
good horfe and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded with them in the begin- 
ning of Auguft, efcorting a convoy of provifions to the French 
army in the Tanjore country; but this expence and fubftraClion 
obliged him to leave Trinomalee ill-guarded. Kiftnarow, the Kel- 
lidar of Thlagar, which had been attacked without fuccefs by the 
French troops, and whofe diftrids were ftill continually harralTed 
by them, took the opportunity, and aflaulting Trinomalee in the 
night, carried it, and put all the garrifon to the fword. It was taken 
on the loth of Auguft, and it was not until the 14th that the pre- 
lidency received intelligence of the agreement which the king of 
Tanjore had made on the ift of the month, to aflift the French 
army in the attack they intended agalnftTritchinopoly; on which, 
they refolved to take the field, but with no other views or hopes 
than tliat the rumour might recall the king, or at leaft flop the 
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defection of other allies. The ufual tardinefs of preparations de- 
tained the troops in the town until the i8th; when Colonel Law- 
rence marched with eight field-pieces, 620 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys. On the 24th, they encamped on the (^her fide of the Pa- 
liar, about eight miles beyond Chinglapet, when having received in- 
telligence of the retreat of the French army from Tanjore, they re- 
turned themfelves to Madrafs, where they arrived on thelaft day of the 
month. Whilft abroad, a party of the Nabob’s troops from Arcot, 
encouraged by their march, joined thofe of Abdul Hay the renter 
of Salawauk, and, after an aukwaid attack, which lafted eight 
days, retook the fort of Trivatore by affault, and put many of the 
garrifon, which confifted of 500 men, to the fword. 

Mr. D’Ache retired from the laft engagement with a convi£liou 
that the Englifh remained to windward with the intention of fall- 
ing fuddenly upon his fhips, whilft moored and repairing in the 
road of Pondicherry; and it was fuppofed that they had two fire-fhips, 
although they had only one, which had been of no fervice in the laft 
engagement: however, thefe notionsdetermined him to anchor oppofite 
to the town, as near the fhore as poflible, under the proteftion of the 
line of guns to the fea ; and the council, in complacence, it is faid, 
to his ideas, recalled the detachment of 600 Europeans encamped 
with Mr. Souplres at Gingee, who came in on the 14th, on the fame 
day that the troops from Madrafs took the field. Neither the re- 
monftrances of the Count D’Eftaigne, fent forward by Mr. Lally, 
to proteft againft the difrepute which would follow tliis apprehen- 
five conduft, nor Mr. D’Eftalgne’s offers of embarking any number 
of troops on the fquadron, and of accompanying them hlmfelf, as a 
proof of his confidence of fuccefs, availed to induce Mr. D’Ache 
to fail, and try the rifque of another engagement. Mr. Lally 
moved with tlie army from Karical on the 24th : they were two 
days in paflTmg the Coleroon at Devi Cotah, and obliged at laft to 
leave their artillery and carriages there: when Mr. Lally went 
forward with a fmall detachment, and arrived on the 28th at Pon- 
dicherry, where he immediately ftimmoned a mixt council of the 
ildmiuiftration and the army, who concurred in remonfttating tp 
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Mr. D’ Ache the neceflrty of meeting the EngUlh fquadron again, or 
at leaft of deienljigthe departure of his own whilft they remained 
on the cojfi. Mr. D’Ache returned the unanimous opinion of all 
his captains, that the one was imprafticable, and the other too 
dangeious to be lil'qued : however, after feme mediations, he con- 
fented to leave 500 of his I'ailors and marines to ferve on fltore ; 
and on the 3d of September failed with all the (hips for the Ille of 
Maiiiitiiia. 

I'he detachments which had been fent from Tritchinopoly to 
afift Tanjorc, and the attack impending on Tritchinopoly itfelf, if 
Mr. Lally (hould fucceed in his views at Tanjore, had obliged Captain 
Calliaud not only to withdiaw the guards of Sepoys ftationed in the 
diftant villages, but even to call in the garrifon he had placed in 
the pagoda of Seringham, although under the guns of the city. 
The brother of Hydernaig, with the party of Myforcans who had 
lately been driven out of it, had returned from Dindigul, rein- 
forced with more, and were waiting at fome dillance to the weft ; 
and as foon as Seringham was evacuated by the Englifti troops, 
they came on, arid took pofleflion of it again ; but Calliaud, as 
loon as the French army retreated from before Tanjore, lent out 
parties to attack them, who with little effort difpoffefled and drove 
them away. No probability then remaining of any intermediate dan- 
ger, Calliaud refolved, as foon as his detacliments returned 
from Tanjore, to difpoflefs the reigning Rheddy of Terriore, and to 
reftore his coufin, the expelled Rheddy ; who had long folicited 
this alTiftance, which could not with prudence be afforded, whilft 
the French garrifon were remaining at Seringham. The viciflitudes 
of thefe two competitors had been peculiar. The French found 
the Rheddy, now expelled, in pofleflion when they over-run Ter- 
riore in 1753; and then deposing him, appointed the Rheddy 
now reigning, whom they removed in 1755, and reinftated the 
firft : but, being afterwards diflatisfied with his conduft, expelled him 
in 1756, and again reinftated his rival ; who, from this laft appoint- 
ment, had kept poflfeflion. The plunder of the adjacent villages 
between Terriore, and the ftreights of Utatoor, was the only de- 
triment 
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trimeQt to be apprehended from hun ; but the, expelled Rheddy 
was much befriended by the Polygars of Arcelore and Woriorepol- 
lam, whofe long averfion to the French, it was at this time more 
efpecially expedient to encourage by iuduigmg their iblicitude for 
tihe reinftatement of their friend. 

Accordingly Captain Jofeph Smith marched, with his company 
of 70 Europeans, the company of 50 ColSres, two field-pieces, 
with their artillety-men, and ten companies of Sepoys, commanded 
by Mahomed Illbof. The depofed Rheddy, with fome of the Colle- 
ries, or natives of Terriore, who abided by his fortunes, accompa- 
nied the detachment, and, if iiotliing more, were to ferve as guides 
through the wood. Meflengers were fent forward with a letter, 
ordering the Rheddy within to come out, and meet Captain Smith ; 
and they were inRrudted to take notice of every thing that occurred 
in the path through which they fhould be led ; but the, guards 
at the barrier flopped them, and fent on the letter by men of their 
own, who returned with a letter from the Rheddy, which they de- 
livered to the meflengers, who brought it to Captain Smith on the 
march. It contained vague apologies for bis not coming out of the 
wood, and endeavoured to gain time, which Captain Smith relblved 
not to lofe^ The troops arrived hi fight of the barrier at four in 
the aflernexm of the day after they had crofled the Coleroon, and 
immediate^ formed for the attack. 

The wo^ of Terriore ftretcheth 20 mUes along the foot of the 
weflern mhuntains, and extends from them 10 miles into the plain ; 
the wood is in mofl; parts feven miles through, and enclofes an 
open groudd about three miles fquare, of which the farther fide, as 
of the wood itfelf, adjoins to the hills : and in this area are the habi- 
tation of the Rheddi, which is a fpacious building, a town, gardens, 
arable lands, and immediately under the hills a very large tank, 
computed feven miles in circumference. It was known, that the 
path before them had defences in various parts, and that the whole 
of the fighting men would be in thele ftations. Captain Smith 
therefore font off four companies of Sepoys, with R.amanaig, a Je- 
mautdar, on whom Mahomed Iflbof had reliance, to enter the wood 
VoL. II. X X ,u 
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at a omii^erabte diftance on the right, under the condufl: of the 
guides, who undertook to lead them to the town, through a fecret 
path, of which there are fevenil in the wood, known only to the 
inhabitants, who call them the rogues’ path-way. The firft barrier 
was a winding paflage between two thick-fet hedges of thorn, lead- 
ing into the ftraiter path of the wood ; but choaked at both ends 
with brambles laid for the occafion^ Nevertheleis the enemy aban- 
doned this poft, although very defenfible, without refiftance. 

The CofFres led, followed by the Europeans ; they by one of the 
lix-pounders, with limber boxes only ; and the Sepoys marched in 
the rear, excepting a few who remained to guard the other fix- 
pounder, the fpare ammunition, and the baggage, which were left 
at the fkirt of the wood ; the line proceeded more than a mile in the 
path without interruption, but at lei^th was fired upon from a 
breaft-work of brick on the right ; from which the enemy were 
loon dillodged, and retired through the bulhes to the next ; but as 
they were intent in carrying off their wounded, the mulketry gauled 
them a good deal as they were gMiig away. Moving onward, the line 
foon received a fmart fire from a lecond breaft-work like the firft ; 
but the Coffres loon obliged the enemy to quit this ftation likewile, 
when they retired to their main body; a few of the line were 
wounded in driving them from thefe defisnccs. The Coffres con- 
tinued to move on in front, and had out-marched the reft of the 
line, when by a fudden turning in the road, they came unexpectedly 
at once within piftol-lhot of the enemy’s prmcipal poft. This was 
f ftrong wall of brick, 14 feet high, divided into a rampart and 
parapet, and in the parapet were feveral tiers of loop-holes; it 
ftretched a-crofs the path and fi)nie yards beyond it on each hand, 
and had a return of the fame conftmCrion at each extremity, but 
falling back, kiftead of projecting to flank the main wall, and in the 
return on the left flood the gate-way ; this wo A was furrounded by 
a ftrong hedge of thorn, which continuing on the fides joined the 
mrin wood to fbme diftance in the rear. As fixm as the Cof&es 
peared at the turning, the enemy teftified th^ numbers^ and their 
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courage* ikoutkig, the diii of inftruments* and a ilrong fire of 
their matdilocks, whbh, ixrith the furprize* paalc-ftruck the CoSres : 
they lan hack in the path* and were immediately Mowed by num- 
bers of the enemy illuiog from the thickets on the 1^. There was 
no time to ^uire die caufe. Captain Smith immediately led oivthe 
Europeans* who fixtn drove the enemy back into the wood* who did 
not efcape through the barrier of thorns before the wall. Both were 
now attentively examined ; and* wbilii; Mie endeavoured to tear up 
the hedge in front, others tried to get round the flanks of it into 
the wood ; but none fucceeded, md feveral were wounded. The fields 
piece was then advanced* and Hred until all its anunumtion was ex- 
pended* without taking any tfk&. on tlie parapet* or intimidating 
the enemy* whole matchlocks had wounded Hve of the fix artillery- 
fnen ferving the gun* and more of the r^her Europeans* who liUcewife 
had expended mofl of thrir cartridges. It was now feven o*clock* 
and began to grow dark, when all the blacks* whether CofFres, Se- 
poys* or Lafears, took advantage of this protedion* and flunk away 
back into the path, out of the reach of danger* excepting Mahomed 
iflbof* one fervant of Captain Smith's* and one Tindal* or corporal 
of the Lafears. A fupply of ammunition had been fent for from 
the ikirt of the wood as foon as the troops came to the wall ; but 
from the didanoe it could not be expeded fer bine time. During 
which* Captaki Smith ordered the Europeans to fire their mulkets 
now and then agaiiiA the parapet, as well to convince the enemy 
that they were determined not to reUnquiih the attack, as to divert the 
chance of their dil'covering the party with Ramanaig* whole arrival, 
too long delayed* had for feme time created much doubt and anxiety. 
At eight o’clock more ammunition came up, when the firing of the 
field-piede and mulketry renewed again with great vivacity, and was 
equaUy returned by the enemy. Soon after* firing was heard in 
the rear of the wall* and the found of Ding Mahomed echoed 
from every part of the wood ; this is the fuccefsful Ihout of the 
Sepoys* and fignifies the frith of their Prophet. They were al- 
ready in the pa^* advancing at full pace ; the troops of the ram- 
part were fly mg* and met their fire ; after which all lefiftance ceafod ; 
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1758. and Rajnanaig breaking down the gate, let in his friends without, 
g - . There remained three miles of the path to the town, but impeded 
^ ’ with no more defences, nor were the thickets on either hand fo 

clofe. The troops were gathered, the Sepoys and CoffreS who 
had kept back came on, and all proceeded to the town, which 
they found abandoned. The reigning Rheddy, and all his people, 
had efcaped into the hills, excepting a few men who could not 
remove, having been blown-up wirfi gunpowder Intended to load 
a field-piece, which they were dragging to the wall in the pafs. 
The delay of Ramanaig’s parly had been cauf^ by the timidity of 
his guides, who, on fome fright, left them foon after they entered 
the wood, to find their way as they could. Of 70 Europeans 4 were 
killed and 28 wounded in the attack ; Mahomed Iflbof was fhot 
through the arm, but, binding up his wound, continued on the 
ground until all was over. A great number of fcaling ladders were 
found at the Rheddy's houfe, which had been prepared, and were 
lying in readinefs for thePrench to efcaladeTritchinopoly, when they 
fhould fee the opportunity. The natives of this diftrifl have little 
refemblance with any others in the Carnatic; they have large bloated 
heads, pot bellies, and fmall limbs. The climate is very unhealthy 
to ftrangers, imputed to the nature of the water. The detachment 
continued in the town a week ; and during this ftort flay Captain 
Smith, all his officers, and mofl of the other Europ^ns, fell ill. 
Three companies of Sepoys, with throe good lerjeants, were left to 
proteft the reinftated Rheddy ; and the main body of the detachment 
returned to Trkchinopoly. 

Mr. Lally felt feverely, although he did not acknowledge, the 
difgrace of his retreat from Tanjore. It exafperated the natural af- 
perity of his difjwlition, and inflamed all his prejudices and animo- 
fities, which, continually exprefl^d in the keeneft farcafms his re* 
dundant wit could fuggeft, had rendered him odious to all ranks of 
men, to the natives as to the colony, to the fquadron as to his own 
army, in which he feems to have allowed capacity with zeal to no 
one, excepting the Count d’Eftaigne. On the other hand, no im- 
fHitations were fpared by the wounded, or their frcimls, which 
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could a^ravate his mortifications; not even cowardice itfelf, although 1 758. 
the fuppofition arofe only from the ftun which he received in the ' 

onlet of the Tanjorine horfcmen. Bemg naturally fufpicious, and 
equally inquifitive, he did not remain ignorant of thefe reports and 
opinions but for the prefent Aided his refentment, in hopes of 
tracing them to principals worthy of notice, whom he fulpedted to 
be the firft in the government, from their adherence to Mr. Bufly. 

Thefe reproaches, however, ftimulated his adtivity to enter imme- 
diately into adHon ; and, on his arrival at Pondicherry, whilft ar- 
ranging with Mr. D’Achd, he ordered Saubinet to march with the 
600 Europeans who had encamped with Soupire’s, and were frefh 
men, and retake Trinomalee. But before we open this new cam- 
paign, it is neceflary to review the events of Mr. Bufly in the De- 
can ; and continue the afiairs of Bengal to this period ; as each 
were at tliis time approaching to an immediate relation with the 
operations of both nations in the Carnatic. 

The fisrce with which Mr. Bufly marched from Rajahmundrum 
in the beginning of the year, to rejoin Salabadjing at Aurengabad, 
conlifted of 500 Europeans infantry and artillery, 200 Europeans 
mounted as HulTars and dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and 10 field-pieces. 

They ftruck diredUy acrofs the country, palling through Elore, and 
proceeded id a high road, which had never befoi e been marched by 
a body of European, troops. The diflance by the perambulator is 
nearly 400 'miles; which it is faid they accomplilhed in 21 days. 

On their arrival at Aurengabad, they encamped on the weftern lide 
of the city, and in the midfl: of four armies: Nuamally’s from 
Berar ; the army of the Subahlhlp, of which Nizamally had like\\ il'e 
aflinned the command; of Bafl'aulet Jung from Adoni; and tlie 
Morattoes, now commanded by Balagerow in perlbn, who had come 
as ufual to take advantage of the confiifions in the government, but 
had iulpended hoflilities. 

The approach of Mr. Bufly and his force, which was equal in 
efficacy to any of the armies, fufpended all intrigues in attention to 
his condu^ He immediately vifited Salabadjing with much cere- 
mony, and treated him with every mark of relpeft and allegiance ; 
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the next day he went to Balagerow, who met him half-way in a 
tent pitched on purpofe, and then conduced him to his camp, 
where they had a long conference. Shanavaze Khan had already 
frfked permiflion to exculpate himfelf in perfon ; but Mr. Bufly com- 
miffioned Hydcijung his principal agent to receive his communica- 
tions, In Older, if poflible, to difeover his real pra£tices or intentions. 
Tlie father of Hyderjung was governor of Mafulipatam when the 
Ficncli faftory in that city was confifeated in 1750 by the orders of 
Na/irjing, of which he evaded the rigour ; and afterwards, when 
the city itfelf was furprized by the armament fent from Pondi- 
cherry by Mr. Duplcix, is fuppofed to have connived at their 
fuccefs. With thefe pretenfions, his fen came, and tendered 
his fervlce to Mr. Bufly at Golcondah on his firft arrival there with 
Salabadjlng from the Carnatic, when Hyderjung received a command 
in the French Sepoys, in which he diftingulflied himfelf ; but ftill 
more by his fagacity and addrefs, until by degrees he became 
the principal confident of Mr. Bufly, who, to give him weight 
and dignity, obtained for him high titles from Salabadjing, and even 
a patent of nobility from Delhi. From this time, his retinue 
and houfehold were eftablifhed with fumptuoufnefs ; and he was 
allowed to keep a conftant court or durbar in order to extend his 
informations ; and Jaghires with other emoluments, fufficient not 
only to defray his expences, but to eflablifli his fortune, were 
likewife conferred on him, as well by Salabadjing as Mr. Bufly : 
his penetration foon perceived that Shanavaze Khan, naturally 
timid, was frightened by the arrival of the French army ; but that 
he had been the fecret fpring of all the mifehief, in which he 
had engaged from a perfuafion that the operations of the war de- 
clared between the two European nations would have confined Mr. 
Bufly to tlie proteflion of the ceded provinces until its conclufion ; 
before which he had no doubt of eftabliftiing his own arrangements 
in the government of the Decan, too firmly to be ihaken. But, 
as more danger in the prefent circumftances was to be apprehended 
from the more audacious charafter of Nizamally, who, befides the 
re£pc&. which was paid to bis birth, had acquired feme reputation 
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amongft the troops, Mr. BujQTy refolved for the prefent to take Sha- 
navaze Khan in hia hand as far as he would go, by which he 
would at Icaft be more narrowly watched, if not prevented from 
fuggelHng refources to Nizamally, and abetting them with his pub- 
-lic influence, which, from his long lervices, and a perfuafion of 
his attachment to the family of Nizamalmuluc, was conflderablc. 
In conformity to this condufl, Mr. Buflly, by appointment, vifited Ni- 
zamally, but with a very ftrong efcort, which, when he entered the 
tent, was fo difpofed, as to be certain of avenging any attempt on 
his perfon. The interview continued with calmnefs until Mr. Bufly 
advifed Nizamally to deliver back the great feal of the government to 
Salabadjing ; when Nizamally anfwered with much heat, “ that he 
“ with his brother Baflfaulet Jung had been obliged to take it from him 
** by the clamours of his own troops, who having been long difap- 
“ pointed of their pay, with an army of Morattoes in fight, could not 
“ have been reftrained from open revolt, if he and his brother had not 
“ immediately furniftved a part of their arrears, and given their own 
** obligations to pay the reft ; it was therefore unjuft to depiive them of 
the means of reimburfing the money they had advanced, and ftill 
“ more, to difaUe them from providing for the difeharge of their fu- 
** ture engagements, the failure of which would, from the fame caufo, 
“ expofc than to the very dangers which they had averted from 
** Salabadjii^.” The next day Salabadjing vifited Nizamally in his 
camp, and demanded the feal in form, but received the fame anfwer. 
Whether from real or pretended indignation, Nizamally the day 
after fent for Shanavaze Khan, and reproached him publickly as the 
author of this advice : the next day, which was the 1 4th of Febru- 
ary, as RafTaulet Jung was pafling on his elephant near the palace of 
Sdabadjing, a muiket in the croud went off, and the ball p.iflcd 
through the houfings on which he was fitting : the man w-as im- 
mediately feized, and being queftioned, faid, he had been hired by 
Shanavaze Khan and Hyder Jung, with the promife of 5000 rupees, 
to (hoot Baffaulet Jung. The ftory was carried, with as much in- 
coherence as it was palfing in the city, to the camp of Nizamally,, 
who, pretending to believe the life of his brother m danger, 

I mounted 


343 

September. 

Manb. 



The War of Coromandel. Rjok IXr 

mounted his elephant, and advanced with what troops were ready 
to the neareft gate ; but after feveral melTages which aiTured him 
that Baflhulet Jung was fafe, he rctnrnod in the evening. The 
day after Baflaulet Jung went to the duibarof Salabadjing, 
ftanding, and with expreffions of unufual difrefpeft flung down 
the leal. It is fo rare in the manners of Indoflan that any inde- 
corum of words or gefture pafles amongft equals, and ftill more 
from an inferior, that the officers prefent in the durbar formed 
fin liter cofijeiftures of thefe animpfities amongft the brothers ; 
and although the few, who reafbn before they believe, im- 
puted the mulkef-ball to chance, and the confeflion of the man 
to fubornation, yet the troops even in Salabadjing's camp were per-* 
fuaded that he had been employed, if not by Shanaveze Khan, at 
leaft by Hyder Jung. Mr. Bufly faw the general odium to whicli 
this prejudice, if not removed, would expofe himfelf and all his 
nation ; and fuggefted a means of reconciliation. The feal was 
fent back to Baflaulet Jung, but an officer, who was a dependant on 
riyder Jung, was appointed to keep it in a lealed bag, and to be 
prefent whenever it was ufed. This compliment, fuch as it was, 
fatisfied the officers of Baflaulet Jung’s court, and appeafed the 
public ; and other advantages were gained by it j for Baflaulet Jung 
confenting, it placed him in fiich a relation with the adminiftration 
of Salabadjing, that he was either likely to relinquifh, or would not 
be able to conceal his intrigues with his brother Nizamally. A few 
days after this reconciliation, Salabadjing fent a deputation of his 
principal officers to Nizamally, requefting him to relinquifh the go- 
vernment of Berar, and to accept as a compenfation a monthly al- 
lowance of 20,000 rupees. Nizamally rejedled the propofal with 
difdain, and publifhed it amongft the troops, who with equal indig- 
nation cried out, that “ Nizamally was a fbn of Nizamalmuluck as 
well as Salabadjing.” This expreffion of their attachment pre- 
cluded the employment of force, and, as the only means left to reduce 
him to compliance, the principal officers of his army were tampered 
with, and feveral of them were gained by promifes and money to 
give afliirances that they would not fupport him in aflerting the go^ 
* vernment 
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vernment of Berar againft the will of Soubah, provided he rcceivid *75^- 

fome other dignity which he might accept without diflionour; - 
but by this time Nizamally himfelf was content to difleinblo, ' 
and remain quiet, waiting for events. Such was .the ftate of afiaii ^ Manh. 
in the city and camps of Aurungabad towards lihe end of Maich, 
when the various agitations, which had hitherto kept every intereil: 
in conftant vibration, began to fubfide ; and this temporary tran- 
quillity had been much wilhed for by Mr. Bufly, in order to ac- 
complilh another fcheme he had fome time been preparing. 

No reliance could be placed on the integrity of Shanavaze Khan’s 
conduiS:, whilft in pofl'eHion of fuch a refuge and refource as the 
fortrefs of Doltabad ; but no offers were likely to induce him to re- 
linquifh it, for Balagcrow had in vain attempted to purchafe it from 
him : and the dired propofal from Mr. Bully to Shanavaze Khan 
hlmlelf, would reveal the fecret, and defeat the intention. Mr. Bully 
therefore employed Hyder Jung to treat with the governor of the 
fort, who, after a variety of arguments and overtures, at length con- 
fentcd to betray his truft on the receipt of a fum of money in hand, 
and the promife of a more profitable employment : but to fave the 
appearance of his honour, di(£lated the manner. A day or two be- 
fore the execution of the fcheme, Mr. Bully, as if having leifure to 
take fome amufement, fent his compliments to the governor, re- 
quefting his permiflion to pafs an hour in the upper fort, from which 
the prolpefk is extenfive and magnificent: and the governor invited 
him to dinner. Mr. Bully arrived, efcorted by 300 Europeans, w'bo 
were admitted into the fecond fort, to which the governor, under 
pretence of refpeft, fent down all the garrifon of the upper, ex- 
cepting fifty men, with whom he remained himfelf above to receive 
theguells. Mr. Bully went up accompanied by forty men, many of 
whom were officers. The dinner was lerved in the hall of the 
killidar's houfe, and when ready, Mr. Bully, with the officers, went 
into the hall, and his bodyguard remained at the door: but the klliidar, 
as if from politenefs, admitted none of his own officers or foldiers, and 
from the menial fervants who waited, little refiftance was to be appre- 
hended. On the invitation to fit down, Mr.Bufly told the killidar, that 
VoL.ir. Yy he 
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he could not partake of his hofpitality, being obliged by the neceflity 
of his afiairs, to make him a prifoner, and take poileflion of the 
fort ; but that no violence was intended againft his perfon, pro- 
vided neither he nor his garrifon attempted any rcfiftance. The 
killidar, as if fu^flrized, furrendered his poignard ; he was then 
conduced into the area, and fignified his condition and the rilque to 
his foldiers, who in deference to his danger gave up their arms. On 
the hgnal, the French troops below got under arms ; by which 
time meflengers fent by the killidar came down and infoimed the 
garrifon there of what had happened above ; and fuch was the 
military reputation of the French troops drawn up before them, that 
the few, whole indignation exhorted their comrades to revenge their 
lord and defend themlelves, found fewer to lecond their lefiftance. 
Neverthelels, fbme Ikirmifliing enfued, but fubfided on the death 
of two or three of thele leaders ; immediately after which, the gar- 
rifons were turned out of both the forts ; and the defences of the 
town below were too weak to require heed. 

No reconciliation, and evety mifehief, was to be expefted from 
Shanavaze Khan after this provocation, and Mr. Bufly had taken 
meafures to prevent the eflefls of his revenge : a party of Sala- 
badjing’s troops furrounded his tent in the camp in tlie very hour 
that the governor of Doltabad was arrefted ; and as the connexion 
between him and Mahomed Huflein the king’s Duan had lately 
grown into ftrlft intimacy, another detachment at the fame time 
fecured his perion likewife ; they were both made prifoners before 
they knew why, or the lofs of Doltabad. The news excited uni- 
verfal aftonilhment, and terrified even thofe in whom it raifed the 
mt^ refentment : for Nizamally recovering from his firft emotions 
pretended that the pofleflion of Doltabad was a matter in which his 
interefts were not concerned. 

Balagerow was halting about 50 miles from the city, towards his 
own country, and immediately returned and encamped again near 
the army of Salabadjing ; not with any intentions of hoftility, but 
with the hopes of obtaining the fort of Doltabad from Mr. Bufly ; 
with whom, after feveral complimentary meffages, he had an inter- 
i view ; 
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view ; ^ What advantage, he faid, can you Europeans derive fioin 
“ the pofleffion of this poft, fituated in the center of Indoftan > If 
“ you hold it with your own troops, it will only ferve to weaken your 
“ army every time you quit the neighbourhood of Aurungabad. If 
“ you leave it to the care of Salabadjmg’s, his enemies, who are yours, 
“ will find means to get it, as Shanava£e Khan lately did. Would it 
“ not be better to give it me ? If I obtain it by your means, you have 
too much experience of my charader to doubt of my gratitude ; 
“ and the confufions which reign in the court of Salabadjing, the fitu- 
ation of your northern provinces, and the war in which you are 
“ engaged with the Englilh in the Carnatic, may fooii give me op- 
** portunities of rendering important fervices to your nation.” Ah. 
Bully replied, that his principal motive for taking pofleflion of Dol- 
tabad had been to fecure a certain refuge for the perlbnal lafety of 
Salabadjing againft all the accidents of war, and all the convulfions of 
his government. Balagerow, although difappointed, manifefted no 
umbrage, but continued in his camp, waiting from events fomc 
better opportunity of renewing his plea. 

Many had conjeftured the motives of his return, and the enemies 
of Salabadjing expelled an immediate rupture between them ; and 
Nizamally, encouraged by this hope, lulicited his alliance, promifing 
to give him Doltabad if ever in his power. But Balagerow gave no 
encouragement to his propofals ; on which, he with much hypocrify 
pretended to be at length convinced of the mifdemeanors of his late 
condud, and affured Salabadjing and Mr. Buffy that he Ihoiild chear- 
fully accept and abide by their determination of his fortune. His 
profeflions, although doubted, were accepted; becaule the lcdu<n:ion 
of fome of his connexions, and the imprilbnment of the mofi: dan- 
gerous, had greatly weakened his means of milchief ; but, not to 
^ock by too fudden an humiliation the public refpeft to his birth, 
it was agreed to give him the government of Hydrabad, which, al- 
though much abridged of its ancient domain. Hill remained a very 
confiderable province of the Decan. Nizamally affefting to be per- 
fe£Hy fatisfied with the lot, vifited Salabadjing, received' the in- 
veftiture in public, and made oHentatious preparations to proceed to 
Y y 2 the 
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the capital of his goverament. The day of his departure was fixed 
for the I ith of May ; and Salabadjing, having no fufpiclon that he 
had any other intentions, went two days before to pay his devotions 
at the tomb of his father Nizamalmuluck, which ftands fomewhere 
about 20 miles from Aurengabad. 

In the morning of Nizamally’s departure, he held a public durbar 
to receive the compliments of taking leave from the principal officers 
of the government : amongft them went Hyder Jung, whom he re- 
ceived with marked difHn 6 tion : and, when he difmifled the aflembly, 
beckoned him, with fevcral of his own officers, to follow to an in- 
ward tent, where they again fat dowm, and difeourfed a while with 
m\ich feemmg confidence on public affairs, until Nizamally rofe fud- 
denly, as if urged by fbme hidden neceffity ; but made a motion 
with his hand to Hyder Jung not to move, fignifying that he ihould 
return immediately, and in the inftant difappeaied behind a curtain 
which opened to other apartments. Hyder Jung, notwithftanding 
the injuiuStion, was riling to make his obeifance ; when two officers, 
who w'ere fitting one on each hand of him, preffed him down by 
the Ihoulders, and a domeftic, who flood ready behind, plunged a 
dagger into his heart : the ftruggle was heard, but it was fome time 
before the attendants of Hyder Jung were apprifed of his death ; for 
no fervants are admitted within the Gentries who guard the tent 
of audience, and the greateft part of the retinue remain at a ftill 
greater diftance, in the place where their mafter has alighted. Letters 
all of the fame tenor to Salabadjing, Balajerow, Bafiaulet Jung, and 
even to Mr. Bufly, had been prepared previous to the aflaffination, 
deferibing it as the unfortunate confequence of higli words and 
affront, which had rifen between Hyder Jung and fome officers 
in the durbar, after Nizamally had retired : the letter to Mr. Bully 
brought the firft intelligence which he received of the event, and was 
Interpreted to him by Zulfacar Klian, the very brothfer of Hyder 
Jung. The general was immediately beaten, and in a few minutes the 
whole French army were in battle array, with Mr. Bully at their 
head, mounted on his elephant, uncertain what to exped, and furmif- 
iug a combination agaiuft himfelf of all the powers by which he was 
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furrounded ; but Jaffier Ally Khan, who at this time had the principal 
command in Salabadjing’s army, immediately fent him aflurances of 
his attachment, and foon after came up with a large body of troops, 
who ranged with the French, and others were following : the firft 
care was to fend a detachment to ftrengthen the efcort of Sala- 
badjing, and protcdt his return from his father’s tomb : Mr. Bufly 
had no doubt that Shanavaze Khan and the emperor’s Duan Ma- 
homed Hulfein had abetted, if not adviled, the aflaffination of Hyder 
Jung : their confinement had hitherto been gentle, having only 
Centinels round the cnclofures of their tents, in which they refided 
witli their families ; but Mr. Bufly now fuppofed, tliat they would 
endeavour to efcape to, or might be reicued by, Ni/amally ; to pre- 
vent which, as well as to have fureties againft the aflaflination of his 
own perfon, he fent a ftrong detachment to bring them immediately 
to his own camp, intending to confine them in the fortrefs of 
Doltabad, until more certain information was acquired, or tranquillity 
reftored. The detachment conlifted of Salabadjing’s troops, and 
French Sepoys. They found a multitude of armed men at the 
tents, who refufed them admilfion, which they immediately at- 
tempted by violence, and w^re refifted with great rclblution, ani- 
mated by the principals, who fuppofing their deaths determined, 
joined and encouraged their adherents ; after which no quarter was 
given ; neither did the conflift ceafe, until Shanavaze Khan with 
one of his Ions, Mahomed Huflem, and raofl: of thole who defended 
them, were killed on the fpot. Before the evening clpfed, an officer 
deputed by Balajerow came to Mr. Bufly, with aflurances of his de- 
teftation of the murder of Hyder Jung. 

Nizamally h.id been waiting in the utmoft agitation the coii- 
fequences of his deed, and Icems to have expefted a very different 
refult ; for the news of Shanavaze Khan’s and Maliomed Huflein’s 
death was obferved to ftrike him with difmay. At mulnight he 
quitted the camp, accompanied by the choice of his cavahy ; and 
fletl with the utmoft fpeed and perl’everancc that their horlls could 
endure to gain Brampour, v hich is one hundred and fifty miles n. 
of Aurungabad. It is faid they reached it in 26 hours, which is 
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Impoflible. Rclptft to Sabbadjing had withheld Mr. Bufly from at- 
tacking Niz.nnally in Ins camp, which hib force would have ealily 
beaten np and dnivikd. 

The next d iv S.'Ld).ul)ing returned, and immediately held a general 
council of his pnncipal oificers, at winch Mr. Bufly was likewife 
prefent : aftci many opinions all infontilily joined in the neceflity of 
punifliing Nizamally ; and this led to a general refolution of march- 
ing diuotly with the whole .irmy to'lii'ampour. Mr. Bully, wlio 
knew the charadbers and connexions of thole who compofed the 
(Oiincil, fufpctSled the fincerity of Icveral in this advice, forefeeing 
that nothing would render him more unpopular in the Decan than 
the imputation of engaging the Soubali iii a war with his brother, 
to avenge an otfence more particularly committed againft himfelf : 
he had, moreover, at this time received intelligence from Pondi- 
clicrry that Mr. I^ally was daily expected to arrive there, whofc 
orders might not be confonant to the difficulties or importance of 
his own fituatlon : he therefore endeavoured to revoke the refolution ; 
but Salabadjing himfelf infilled, and relied the neceflity on the af- 
fertion of his own authority. The whole army was in motion the 
next morning, and advanced with diligence for three days towards 
Brampour, during which Mr. Bully convinced Salabadjing, naturally 
averle to endeavour, of the inutility of the purfuit, fince it was evi- 
dent that Nizamally with the inlufficient force he commanded woulxl 
be continually removing out of his reach. The army having halted 
a day began their march back, thinking that they were returning to 
Aurungabad ; but it was the intention of Mr. Bufly to lead them 
by degrees to Golcondah ; and in this view he fuggefted the expe- 
diency of moving towards the frontiers of Berar, in order to lup- 
prefs any commotions which might be attempted in that province 
by the adherents of Nizamally. The army thus proceeded to the 
fouth, leaving the city of Aurungabad at a dillance to the weft; but, 
lialting continually to Ihpport the regulations of the government, 
advanced lb llowly, that they did not reach the banks of the Gunga, 
which pafleth about midway between Golcondah and Aurungabad, 
until the I ith of June, in which interval Mr. Coiffians arrived with 
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his commiffion to ad as fecond in the command of the French army, 
and brought a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Biifly, dated the loiii of 
May, which announced, although it did not order, his recall. 'I'Lc 
palTage of the Gunga would decide the continuance of the maich to 
Golcondah, of which the army ftill lemained uncertain ; but by this 
time Mr. Buffy had gained the concurrence of Baffaulet Jung by pio- 
mlfing him the goverment of Hydrabad, which had been intended 
for his brother Nizamally, together with the office of Duan to the 
foubahfliip : his approbation filenced the difcontent of many others, 
nnd the army fhewed no averfion to go on : and as it was daily ex- 
peded that the river would begin to rife, Mr. Bufly making ufe of 
this pretence, arranged, that the tents, family, aird domcftic re- 
tinue of Salabadjing, Ihould pafs the firft, and then immediately fol- 
lowed himfelf with the whole body of the Fitnch troops, in the 
midft of whom he ordered the tents of Salabadjing to be pitched. 
Having thus fecured pofleffion of this important pledge, he gave out 
his intentions, which he had hitherto concealed, of not advancing 
any farther towards Golcondah, before he was joined by the troops 
he had left to garrifon the tbrtrefs of Doltabad ; they were 1 50 
Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, to whom Mr. Bully, on his return from 
the purfuit of Nizamally, had fent ordcis to come away, leaving 
the fortrefs to an officer nominated by Salabadjing, and to join him 
where he now was, on the Gunga ; his dread of fomc evil chance 
befalling them, if left far behind, was the caufc of this precaution ; 
they were already on the way, maiching cxpcditioully, and a few 
days after arrived fafe at the camp ; which then moved foiwaid, aiul 
the whole palled the ri\ er juft before the rains fet in, which, asufual, 
fell and continued with great violence, and rendered the tranfport of 
the artillery lb difficult, that the army did not ai rive at Hy diabad until 
the 15th of July ; on which day Mr. Bully received a letter written 
by Mr. Lally on the 13th of June, ordering him to repair to 
Pondicherry without delay, with all the troops which could be fpared 
from the defence of Mafulipatam and tiu; northern provinces, and to 
take up Mr. Moracin in the \vay, who had leccived the fame orders. 
In this letter no relpcft w'as preferved to the convenience or incli- 
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nation of Salabadjing, whofe connexions in the prefent conjunfture 
Mr. Lally confidered as a chimera of no effedt, and who was thus 
depiived, even without apology, of the only fupport in his govern- 
ment, on which he had been accuAomed to rely with confidence. 
He took leave of Mr. Bufly with the utmoft defpondency, called 
him the guardian angel of his life and fortune, and foreboded the 
unhappy fate to which he fhould be expofed by his departure. Mr. 
Bufly afllired him, that he fhould fbon return ; and lucli was his 
wifli and expedlation ; for although he knew the prejudices which 
Ml. Lally entcitained againfl: himfelf, his condudl, and the whole 
connexion of the French nation with the Subah of the Decan ; he 
imagined, that his reprefcntations in perfonal conference would con- 
vince Mr. T^ally, that this alliance, and the afliftances which might 
be derived from it, would be the fureft means of acquiring and main- 
taining the fuperiority of the French nation over the Engllfh on the 
coafl: of Coromandel. The whole French army, for none were left 
with Salabadjing, marched from Aurungabad on the 1 8th of July, the 
third day after they arrived there. On the third of Auguft they 
reached Reyoor on the left bank of the Krlftna, about 20 miles from 
Mafulipatam, where Mr. Moracin joined them. Here Mr. Bufly 
delivered over the command of the army and the government of all 
the ceded provirtces to Mr. Conflans, taking with him 250 of tlie 
beft of the Europeans, of which 100 were cavalry, and 500 Sepoys. 
They proceeded through Ongole to Nelore, where they arrived on 
the 4th of September, and were received by Nazeabullah as friends 
and allies. We fhall now proceed to the affairs of Bengal. 


War of COLONEL CLIVE on the day he arrived at Muxadavad from 
Blnoal. Patna, which was the 15th of May, received advices from the coafl: 

of Coromandel of the arrival of the French fquadron, and of the 
engagement between them and the Englifli on the 29th of April. 
The confufion with which the city of Muxadavad was at this time 
agitated by the conduct: of Meerum, required that the fuperiority 
which the French were acquiring on fliore fliould not be j^ublickly 
known, and to counteraft fuch opinion, Clive fpread the news he 
2 ^ received 
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received, as a complete naval vidlory ; two of the Frc-ch fliips 
funk in the fight, inftead of one branded aftei-wards by a mirtirt) ; 
the reft put to flight, \yitli no llkelyhootl of being able to IukI the 
troops which they had brought for Pondicherry. 

The Nabob luid tranfinittcd to his foil Meerum his own vexp.tioii 
at the attention which Clive had fliewn to the prefervatiou of Roy- 
doolub, by taking him witli him to Muxadavad, when the campaign 
broke up at Bar. Meerum had not been able to fupprefs fome e\- 
preflions of indignation, which were reported to Conjebc harry, the 
brother of Roydoolub, who aded in the city as his deputy in the 
office of duah ; the brother, too felicitous for Roydoolub’ s fafety, and 
his own, had tampered with a confiderable Jemautdar in tlie Nabob’s 
fervice, who gave his oath to ad, whenever danger fhould tequire, in 
defence of Roydoolub’^ houfe. Meerum obtained knowledge of this 
agreement juft as Clive and Roydoolub were approaching tlie city, 
which he immediately quitted with much appearance of fear, and 
went to Mootagil, one of the palaces in the neighbourhood, 
where he fummoned all the troops and artillery of the government, 
giving out that he intended to march away to his father, who had 
not yet pafled the ftreight of Tacriagully. The more obfeure the 
caufe, the greater was the terror raifed by this abrupt refolution. 
The markets were dcfeited, the fhops were (hut, the bankers, even 
the Scats, would do no bufmefs, and many principal families pie- 
pared to fend away their efleds. The city had been for'two days in 
this trepidation, when Clive arrived, and on enquiry, found that 
Meerum dffefted to fufped even him of joining with Roydoolub in 
evil intentions againft his life. He Immediately wrote to the 
Nabob, complaining of Meerum in the lharpeft terms, and faid, that 
he would no longer remain in Bengal, facrificing zeal to diftruft ; 
he, however, fagacioufly refrained from making any mention in this 
letter of the late news from Coromandel, forefeeing, that it would 
make a ftronger imprelfion on the Nabob’s mind, when received, 
magnified as it would come with advantageous circumftances by the 
report of others. The Nabob anfwered with much contrition ; but 
before his letter arrived, Meerum had been convinced by Mr. Scrafton, 
VoL. II. Z z • uho 
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who was intimate with him, of the meannefs of his fufpiclons, and 
of the raflinefs of his conduft, and had alked pardon of Clive in 
the moft fubmiffive terms. Neverthelefs, the news of his agitations 
had induced the Nabob to deiift from his huntings, and his intention 
of paffing the remainder of the Mahomedan lent at a famous durgar, 
or tomb near Rajahmahal. He arrived in the city on the 30th of 
May; but Clive, little iblicitous of an interview with him, had 
gone away on the 24th to Calcutta. Two thoufand of the Englifli 
&poys were fent thither, and the reft, with all the Europeans, re- 
mained at Coffimbuzar. 

On the 20th of June arrived the Hardwicke, one of the company’s 
(hips from England, with the arrangements that had been made in 
confequence of the news of the lofs of Calcutta. The firft advices 
of this event were received in London in the month of Auguft of the 
preceding year, when the company appointed a temporary committee 
of five perfbns (in which Clive was toprefide) to manage their affairs 
in Bengal ; but in November they refolved to difmifs Mr. Drake 
from the government, and nominated a council of ten, in which 
the four fenior members were to prefide alternately, each for three 
months : in this fucceflion of the four Mr. Watts flood the firft ; 
the others were Mr. Manningham, Mr. Beecher, and Mr. Holweil, 
who was not yet returned from England. The firft refolution of 
Auguft had been fent in another fhip, which although difpatched be- 
fore was not yet arrived; fo that the firft intelligence of it tame in the 
Hardwicke, with that of November. The novelty of this refolution 
fubjefted it to the imputation of abfurdity : it was fald that the powers 
the country, accuftomed. to treat with one chief, would regard 
the alternate prefidents of Calcutta with mockery inftead of relpcfl; 
but another caufe operated on opinions more ftrongly. Colonel 
Clive had frit and exprefled refentmeut at the negkdt of himlelf ift 
the company’s orders, for no ftation was marked for him in the new 
eftabliftiment : much money remained due on the claims of the 
treaties ; the Nabob might prove refraftory if Clive fhould depart ; 
and all concurred in thinking he would beft defciid wliat he had 
won, in cafe the French, ihould make any attempt in the provmcc.. 
4 The 
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The three leading members of the council were more imprefled 
than any with thefe apprehenfions, and propofed to the reft that 
Clive ftiould be requefted to accept of the government under the 
ufual modes ; the vote was unanimous, and the tender was made 
and accepted on the 26th of June. 

Intelligence of the fall of Fort St. David had arrived on the 20th, 
and left no doubt of Mr. Tally’s intention of belieging Madrafs as 
foon as the Englifh fquadron fhould be obliged by the monfbon to 
quit the coaft in Ofkober, unlefs he fhould prefer to detach a part 
of his force to Bengal. 

On the 4th of July, letters were received from Anunderau^c- 
Gauzepetty, who had fucceeded the Rajah Vizeramrauze, in his 
power and territory in the province^ of R^ahmundrum and Chi- 
cacole. Anunderauze, difTatisfied with the arrangements made by Mr. 
Buflfy on the death of his predeceflor, had waited an opportunity to 
take his revenge } which occurred loon after Mr. Bully’s departure, 
by the embarrall'ments in which he was involved at Aurengabad by 
the animofity of Nizamally, and the orders of Mr. Tally for his re- 
turn into the Carnatic. Anunderauze, on this intelligence, marched 
from his relidence of Vizianagarum, and retook Vizagapatam from the 
French garrifon, of which he fent advices, offering to furrender the 
place, to the Prefidency of Madrafs ; and requefting them to fend 
a large detachment, which he intended to join with his o%vn 
forces, and take the four proviixces, which the French had ob- 
tained from the Subah of the Decan ; but finding that no troops 
could be fpared from the Carnatic, he now made the fame propofals 
to the prefidency of Bengal, where the projefl: feemed delulive or 
chimerical to all but Clive, However, nothing could be determined 
before the month of September, when fhips might quit the river, 
and the intentions of Mr. Tally would probably be alcertained. 

The real ftate of the Englilh aff^rs in the Carnatic could be no 
longer concealed in Bengal, and required more complacency than 
the government of Calcutta had hitherto ihewn to the inclinations 
of Meer Jaffier, who regarded the encreafe of their diftrefles with 
fecret joy as the redemption of his own liberty. He would imme- 
diately have gratified his favourite vengeance againft Roydoolub, if 
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the difccttitent Of his troops for want of pay had not rendered it 
dangerous to give them fuch a pretence of tumult, before they were 
fatisfied. In other points of the government he was obferved to. 
aflfiime a fterner air of authority, and told one of his fovorites, who 
betrayed the converfation, that if -a French force fhould come into 
the province he would aftift them, uulefs the Englilh relealed him 
from all their claims of money, territoiy, and exemptions. 

Clive had expefted this change in the Nabob’s condud, becaufe 
he knew it t» be none in his mind i and, in order to prevent him, 
at leaft for a while, from committing any excelTes in his capital, as 
well as to exhibit the appearance of union and cordiality to the 
public, the prefldency invited him, as on a vifit of pleafore, and 
as a compliment to Qive on his acceptance of the government, to 
pafs fome days at Calcutta. Mr. Watts was deputed to give the 
invitation. The Nabob faw the drift, and hefitated, but at length 
confented as foon as his boats (hould come from Dacca. They are 
a magnificent fleet kept at a great cxpence for pomp and amufement, 
•and the Nabob, with his family -amJ women, every year pafs a 
month in them at this foafon, when the Coflimbuzar river is higheft. 
They come from Dacca, decked and adorned, and return thither as 
foon as the foftival is over, to remain ufdefs until wanted for the 
fame occafion in the next year. 

Scrafton, after Clive left Muxadavad, had attended to the prefor- 
vation ofRoydoolub in his office; but the Englifh themfeives had 
unwittingly planted an en^ne, which was unfufpeftedly under- 
mining all his protedlions. Nuncomar had accompanied the army 
to Patna, and as a Gentoo very converfant in the revenues, was 
employed wth confidence by Koydoolub. When the payment of 
the tuncaws given by the Nabob at Rajamahal began to fail, he ex- 
pounded to Colonel Clive the fallacy of the excufes, and profered, 
if he were impowered to a6: as the agent of the Englilh, fupported 
by the authority of the Nabob’s government, tofindfummary means 
of recovering the amount, or of fubftituting equivalent payments. 
Colonel Clive not forefeeing the end, employed him as he had pro- 
pofed, and without the repugnance of Roydoolub. Nuncomar, as 
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his firft meafure, threatened the Rajah of Nuddeah with imprlfon- 
ment, who, frightened, fled to Calcutta, preferring to truft iiimfelf 
to the clemency of the Englifh. This exercife of authority, neither 
difavowed nor difapproved, immediately placed Nuncomar in that 
confpicuous flation of terror, which is the ohje£l: of ambition in 
India, as the certain means of wealth : but knowing that the prac- 
tices by which he was to make his fortune could not efcape the fa- 
gacity and experience of Roydooluh, he now became as apprehenflve 
of his controul, as he had hitherto been folicitous of his favour, and 
caft about to fecoiid the Nabob’s intention of removing himr from 
the duanny. Scrafton fufpefted the views of Nuncomar, which 
deterred him from conferring either with the Nabob or his fon, but 
he held nightly meetings with the emifl&ry in whom they moft con- 
fided, and reprefented that the Englilh would no longer interfere in 
any arrangements, which the Nabob might think proper to make in 
his government, provided they received the balances of the treaty 
monies, which he undertook to fee regularly paid. His arguments 
were at this juncture the more welcome, becaufe Roydoolub con- 
tinued to evade the furnilhing of money for the demands of tlie 
army, whofe impatience had obliged the Nabob to difeurfe a part 
of his gold, which was, as ufual, treafured up againft extremity. 
The fcheme would not have been void of rifque, if Nuncomar and 
others had not eftranged the powerful houfe of the Seats from the 
interells of Roydoolub, by reprefentations, that they would be called 
on for money to fupply the Nabob’s exigencies, if Roydoolub con- 
tinued to delay the fupplies fiom the revenues. On the 24th Rajah- 
bullub, formerly mentioned in the reign of Allaverdy, as father ot' 
Klflendafs, and duau to Nowagis Mahomed, who had held In ajipa- 
nage the government of the province of Dacca, was appointed duan to 
Meerum, and on the 26th Roydoolub was ordered to deliver over to 
Rajahbullub the accounts and lupcriutendance of that province, Roy- 
doolub faw the whole extent of his danger unexpeftedJy and at once, 
and immediately requefted leave to retire with his family and eftodls 
to Calcutta. The Nabob conlcnted, but Meerum refufed, until he had 
furniflied a fum fufficient to fatisfy the troops. IMatters were in this 
I date. 
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1 758. ftate, when Mr. Watts arrived on the 4th of Awguft, with the In- 
a council to the Nabob, who, defirous of appearing 

unconcerned in what was to follow, confented to proceed with him 
to Calcutta. The boats, which were now arrived from Dacca, were 
ordered to proceed and wait at Augadeep, where the Nabob in- 
tended to join them, after he had taken the diverfion of hunting in 
the ifland of Coffimbuzar, which in the middle is covered with 
jungles, the repair of many deer and tigers ; but this amufement 
was only a pretext to remain within call of the city, which he left 
on the 6th accompanied by Mr. Watts. Two days after his depar- 
ture his fon Meerum ordered a body of troops, who were clamouring 
for their pay, to go and demand it of Roydooiub. They furrounded 
and befet the enclofures of his houfe, w'hich were fpacious ; and 
Roydooiub had gathered a confiderable number of his own troops, 
amongft whom were fome European deferters. Mr. Scrafton arrived 
at Roydoolub’s houie before any blood was fhed, and prevailed on 
both fides to remain quiet, until he could inform Mr. Watts, who was 
then halting with the Nabob at Moncarrah, 14 miles to the fouth 
of the city. The Nabob pretended to know nothing of what was 
palling, and authorifed Mr. Watts to bring away Roydooiub, He 
arrived in the city juft in time to fave his life ; for Meerum, appre- 
henlive of prevention, had ordered the troops to lei/e his perfon at 
any rifque ; and Roydooiub had prepared a dofe of poilbn to prevent 
the indignity. Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton immediately put him, 
with a few attendants, into his boats, and accompanied him with 
a party of Sepoys in others : they arrived at Calcutta before the 
Nabob, who waited at Hughley until Clive and moft of the council 
paid their relpedts to him there. He then proceeded with them to 
Calcutta, where he was entertained for feveral days with pomp and 
feftivity. He fet out on his return to Muxadavad on the 21ft of 
September. Auguft, and arrived there on the firft of September. During his 
abfence, Meerum had continued guards over the houfo of Roydooiub 
and of his three brothers, ail of whom had employments in the re- 
venue. Mr. Haftings, who had fucceeded Mr. Scrafton as the agent 
of the prefidency at the city, was afraid of giving oi^nce to the 

Nabob, 



Book IX. Mebr Jaffier. 

Nabob, if he fhould employ the Engln'h troops at Cofn.iiSnzar to 
prote<ft them, and was equally unwilling to advile R 7 Juolub’^ tainily 
to remove without this aid, left the women ftionl ! be ftopped, and 
the infult produce a fray between their leiinues, and the troops by 
which they were befet ; but the repeated requefts of Clive at length 
prevailed on the Nabob to permit their departuru, and they fet out 
for Calcutta on the 1 2th, efcorted by a guard of Engliih foldiers. 
The next night hut one the city was alacnicd by a new tumult. 

On the 4.th of September in this year, began the Moharram, or 
firft month of the Mahomedan year, of which the firft ten days are 
efpecially confecrated to vLvotion. The palaces of the Nabob and his 
fon Meerum ftood on the weftern bank of the Cofti.nbuzar river, but 
at ibme diftance from each other. On the night of the 1 3th of Sep- 
tember, which was the 9th of the Moharram, the Nabob went to 
his fon’ s in a boat, and obferved the ftiore crouded ^\ith a much 
greater number of people than ufual. Returning in his palinkin, he 
ftopped to pay his devotions at the principal mofque of the dry, and 
had previoufly ordered his general, Coja Hadde, to ftation a fuffi- 
cient number of trovips to keep off the populace; hut, on entering 
the enclofur-* of the inofquc, found it filled and furrounded by fepoys, 
amongft wliom were feveral jemautdars belonging to Coja Haddee, 
who, inftcad of the ufual refped, kept their feats within, whilft 
their foldiery thronged tumultuoufly about the Nabob, and prevented 
his paflage. He, neverth\.k'fs, fulpeding no danger, was endcavoui- 
ing to get through them, until one of the fpies, w ho, as ufual, at- 
tended his perlbn, leturned out of the croud, and told him, that 
Coja Haddee had armed all his own troops with fonie bad intention ; 
on which the Nabob waited until all his own retinue had gathered 
about him, and in the mean time many more were coming trom tlic 
palaces. The Jemautdars of Coja Haddee then rofe and w'-tit away 
haftily, and their foldiers likewife diQ^erled. 

The next morning a Jemautdar of another dhi^'^n of the army 
informed the Nabob that Coja Haddee had ariT"^ his foldiery, and . 
^aflcmbl^'d them at the pavilion, wdth the intuition of killing him in 
the tumult of a fray, which, in the nigl’^#.®ight appear acc’dcntal, 
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between them nnd the Nabob’s guard : prcfcntly after, another offi- 
cer, who had ftu ed in the divilion of in. aps commanded by Roydoo- 
llib, came in, and laid that Roydoolub had fent a bill of exchange 
from Calcutta for two lacks of lupees, which was to be paid by Mcer 
Allec, one of hib dependants, to Coja Haddee, who was to diftribute 
this money amongft the ti oops, to induce them to rife under pretence 
of demanding tlieir aireais, when they were to furround and cut off 
the Nabob. The Nabob, without ferther examination, dllmifled 
Coja Haddec from his lervice, with orders to leave the city, and ap- 
pointed Mahmdee Cawn, a Pitan, to the poft of Buxey, or captain 
general of his forces. 

In this manner was the ftory related on the fecond day after the 
tumult at the pavilion by the Nabob himfclf to Mr. Haftings; and 
the very day after it happened. Rajah Blnderbund, one of Roydoo- 
lub’s bi others, in a private conference on this fubjeft, told Mr. 
Haftings, that the troops then aflemblcd were aftiis devotion. This 
I'uggeffion induced Mr. Haftings to believe the accufation ogaiuft 
Roydoolub; but Colonel Clive fofpeifted, and ordered ftrltfter enquiry. 
In the mean time, the Nabob had informed Mr. Haftings, that he 
had got pofleffion of a letter written by Roydoolub to Coja Haddee, 
in which Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton were mentioned as having 
coiifented to their projeft of deftroying him ; but he refufed to giv e 
a copy of the letter until he faw Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton. Mr. 
Haftings reprefented the implication and indignity of their coming to 
be confronted with fuch an accufation ; on which the Nabob re- 
quefted him to write, and fent one of his own officers to Calcutta, 
to requeft that they might be lent, in 6rder to fettle a new feheme 
he had projeded for difeharging the monies for which he had given 
tuncaW: on the provinces. Before this he had paid the arrears 
due to the it::oops under the immediate command of Coja Haddee, 
which were 1.100 horfo, and had obliged them to quit the piovince 
in different bana. by different routs ; but Coja Haddee himlelf was 
fuffered to remain in the city until the i ith of Oflolier, when he was: 
permitted to depart, av«ompamed by 30 horfemen, and with affur- 
ances that he Ihoutd receiv. injury, provided he raifed no: dil* 

turban cc. 
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turbance. A few days after, the Nabob was uxformed that Mi . Watts 1 7 5'h 

and Mr. Scrafton were not likely to come to him, on which hi; de- 
livered a copy of the letter imputed to^Roydoolub j and, although lu 
had before laid it had been intercepted, he now confeffed that 
ills don Meerum had obtained it from Coja Haddee, on a promife ot 
reconciliation. The letter “ exhorts Coja Haddee to carry the affair 
in which he is engaged into immediate execution. Roydoolub will 
be with him in time ; has written to Meer Alii to fupply the ex- 
•“ pences { has half engaged Seid Coffim Ally Khan, and leaves it to 
“ the diferetion of Coja Haddee to bring him over entirely ; will 
“ afluredly comply with what was agreed upon between himfelf and 
Coja Haddee ; has gained the concurrence of Colonel Clive by the 
means of Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton, and has taken the dif- 
charge of the tuncaws, and the arrears of the Nabob’s army upon 
himfelf.” The, caution of Roydoolub during the confederacy againft 
Surajah Dowlah, in which he nevei ventured to write, or even to 
lend a meffage, rendered it fcarcely probable that he Ihould thus 
throw himlclf -into the power of Coja Haddee, on pretences lie knew 
to be fiftitious ; and it was ftill more abfurd to fuppofe, that, living 
in Calcutta without means of efcape, he Ihould dare fo'heinous a fal- 
lity againR Clive, whofe feverity he had learned to dread as much 
as he refpefted his proteftion. Clive regarded the letter as a for- 
gery of the Nabob’s and his fon in order to exafperate him againft 
■Roydoolub, whom, if he Ihould not punilh more feverely, they ex- 
peded at leaft he would turn out of C^cutta, when they might plun- 
der him, without controyl, of his wealth, as the ranlbm of his life. 

But on the other hand it appeared ftrange that they fliould produce 
a .letter, which, if not true, might be cafily dilproved bv a find ex- 
amination of Coja Haddee on the whole lerics of ills connexion witli 
Roydoolub. Their permilhon of Coja Haddee’s departu i e was ali e ady a 
ftrong indication of their apprehcullon of this, left, and a few days after 
came news, that he and feveral of his followere had been killed in a 
fray with the troops ftationed at Rajahmalial, under the command of 
Daud Khan, who .was tlie Nabob’s brothier. JHis head was brought 
VoL. II A a a to 
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1758. to Muxadavad and viewed with much complacence by the Nabob 
S remained to examine Seid Coffim Ally Khan, 

’ and Mecr Alii; but at this time the forces of the Englifli preli- 
deiicy wore fo much diminifhed by an armament fent out of the 
river to the province of Chicacole, that it became neceflary not to 
provoke the Nabob, by probing the ignominy of his condud ; of 
which Clive had acquired a fufficient proof, by a letter written in 
hii. own hand to Nuncom^ at Hughley, offering him a title and 
jaghire, if he would bring the affair of Roydoolub’s letter to a good 
end : it was therefore deemed imprudent to inflift the reproach he 
deferved ; but Clive told him, that if he gave ear to fuch tales, 
there would be an end to all confidence between him and the Englifh 
nation. 

Farther letters had been received in Auguft, from the Rajah Anun- 
derauze ; and other advices, which were not very correft, gave fome ac- 
count of the difcords between Mr. Bufly and Nizamally at Auranga- 
bad. Anuiiderauze repeated more earneftly, and with greater confi- 
dence, his requeft of a body of troops to drive the French out of the 
ceded provinces, and now propofed, as equally feafible, the reduftion 
of Mafulipatam. Letters of the fame purport came at the fame time 
from Mr. Briffol, who had been the agent atCutteck, and hadprocceded 
from thence to Ingeram ; had vifited Anundcrauze on the way, and 
was received by him with much good-will. A few days after arrived 
advices from the piefideucy at Madrafs of the fecond engagement 
between the fquadrons on the 3d of Auguft, with their opinion, that 
the Fieneh (hips were fo much difabled that they muft return to their 
iflands to refit before they ventured another ; that the French army was 
before Tanjore, and that Mr. Bufly was on his march from Hyder- 
abad to Mafulipatam, from whence he was to join Mr. Lally with 
the greateft part of the force under his command : that this meafure 
indicated Mr. Lally’s intention of exerting his whole ftrength in the 
Carnatic, and left no apprehenfions of his making any attempt 
againft Bengal ; for which reafon they expefled the prefidency in this 
province would immediately fend a confiderable part of their force to 
4 enable 
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enable Madrafs to ftand the brunt of the arduous conflift which muft 1758. 
foon enfue. ' — 

No one doubted that Madrafs would be befieged as foon as the 
Monfoon had Cent the fquadrons off the coaft, if reinforcements ftiould 
not arrive before ; but Clive did not entertain the furmife that it 
could be taken whilft it had provifions ; and as troops were known 
to be in the way from England, if the (hips in which they were 
embarked foould lofe their paffage in this year, they would probably 
arrive in the firfl: months of the next. Neveithclefs it was neceflaiy, 
if poflible, to alleviate the inequality between thcEnghlh and Fiench 
force in Coromandel. 

But the preference which each of the Company’s prcfidencics was 
naturally inclined to give to its own fafety, as the only ground on 
which the property and fortunes of the whole community were 
eftablilhed, fuggefted apprehenfions, that Madrafs, in the fame 
manner as it had been treated by the prcfidcncy of Calcutta, 
would, whatfoever might be the neceflity of Bengal, detain, on 
their own fervice, whatfoever troops might be font to their affift- 
ance ; and, although little was to be immediately apprehended in 
Bengal from the French, yet the intire eftrangement of the Nabob, 
and the hazard of all that remained due from him, were to be ex- 
pelled, if he faw the Englifo force too coufiderably diminiflied, 
without the immediate power of recall, to oppofe cither his own at- 
tempts againft them ; or to afford the affiftance he might want, whe- 
ther in the maintenance of his authority againft his own fubjetSls, or 
jhe defence of his territory againft foreign enemies. 

In confequence of thefe conclufions it \vas determined not to fond 
a body of troops to Madrafs, but to employ all that could v.ith pru- 
dence be fpared, in concert with Anunderauze, againft the French in 
the ceded provinces ; which would either occafion a diverfion of their 
troops in the Carnatic, or, if they ncglcded this affiftance, would 
deprive them at once of all they had acquired by their long con- 
nexion with the Subah of the decan : and, left any danger during the 
expedition ftiould threaten Bengal, the troops were only to obey the 
immediate orders of Calcutta. 
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The conduft of the expedition was committed to Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Forde, who, on the invitation of the prcfidency to take the 
command of the army in cafe of the departure of Colonel Clive, had 
fitted the King’s fervice in Adlercron’s regiment, and arrived 
from the coaft in the month of ApriL Mr. George Grey was 
fent to continue the courfe of intelligence at Cuttcck, and Mr. 
John Johnftone was difpatched in the Mermaid floop to make the 
neceffiry preparations in concert with Anunderauze at Vizagapatam. 
The force allotted for the expedition was 500 Europeans, including 
the artillery- men, 2000 Sepoys, and 100 Lafears : the artillery were 
fix field-pieces, the heft brafs fix-pounders, fix 24 pounders for bat~ 
tcry, a howitz, and an eight-inch moitar. 80000 rupees, and 4000 
gold mohurs, equivalent to 60,000 rupees, were the military cheft 
for immediate expences. The embarkation was made on three of 
the Company’s (hips arrived lately from Europe, on the Thames, 
a private (hip of 700 tons, with two of the pilot (loops of the 
river. The Thames likewife carried a great quantity of provifions 
intended for Madrafs, whither (he was to proceed as (bon as the pre- 
fent fervice would permit. By altercations in the council, for the 
mcafure was too vigorous to be acceptable to all of them, and by de- 
lays in the equipment, the veflels were detained in the river until 
the end of September. Their departure left the Englilh force in the 
province barely equal to what they carrried away. 

The progrels of this expedition after the departure of the armament, 
bears more relation to the aflairs of Coromandel than of Bengal. 
The events which immediately enlued in the provinces of Behar and 
Bengal, originated from the diftradions which had for many years 
prevailed at Delhi, the capital of the empire, and from the views and 
operations of a variety of great interells and powers aftlng in the 
c<.nter of Indoftan. The developement of thefe cau(es, and their 
cfftais, require an uninterrupted inveftigation of "no little compli- 
cation and extent. But the important and nearer conteft already 
opened between the Englilh and French nations in the Car- 
natic, continues from this time forth with fuch incellant energy, 

• * tlxat 
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that our narrative, once engaged, cannot quit their opcnatlons 
without impairing the perfpicuLty ncceflaiy to explain the ftrld 
fucceflion of influences, by which preceding events were continu- 
ally producing thofe which immediately followed. We have there- 
fore determined to continue this portion of our ftory without in- 
terruption, until the evehts themfelves begin to take relpite; 
when we (hall return to the affairs of Bengal. 


End the Ninth Book. 
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BOOK X. 


T he French detachment, which marched under the command of 1 75?. 

Saubinet, againftTrinomalee, were refifted with bravery by the 
kelUdar appmnted by Rangarow of Thi^r, who ftood three affaults, 
in the laft of which the French ftormed the pagoda, and with much 
fury put 500 men to the fword. This conqueft was gained'on the 
loth of September, and on the x 6th Mr. ^upire appeared with a 
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refill flight af- 
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore, Carangoly 
fubmitted oil the firft fummons, and at the fame time another de- 
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crilion marched 
againft Trivatore, where Murzafobeg, with 300 horfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and dil^ 
perfed ; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
farther refiftance. In the mean thne Mr. Lally hhnfelf, with an 
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangofy, Chittapet, 
and feveral minor polls, and then came to Vandiwalh, where all the 
detachments had aflembled from their di^rent expeditions. Here he 
was joined by Mr. Bully, who, leavingthe troops which he had brought 
from the northward to the condudl of Moracin at Nelore, had paffed 
from hence with his private retinue, under the lafeguard of a palT- 
port granted by the prefidency of Madrafs, From Vandiwalh Mr. 

Lally detached the Count D'Eftaigne with a part of the army to re- 
VoL. n. B b b duce 
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1758. duce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery furrendered in the way 
without refiftance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had 
lucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the 
fort on an inlignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak- 
ing pofleffion of the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa- 
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of Odlober, under the dif- 
charge of all the cannon ; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry 
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the 
fame oflentation. 

The prefidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but 
what they expeded would have happened immediately after the fall of 
Fort St. David ; and the prefervation of Chinglapet, if in their power, 
gave them more fbllicitude, than the abandoning of all the other 
forts together, which the inferiority of their force had left them no 
means of preferving. At therequeftof the renter of Chinglapet, they 
had fent two companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own 
men with arms were employ^ in proteding the harvefts, and the 
fame number of Sepoys were lent at the fame time to garrifoh 
Conjeveram. Towards the end of Auguft a lieutenant was ap- 
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him ano- 
ther company. On the 14th of September arrived the Company’s 
fhip Pitt, of 50 guns : fhe failed from England on the 6th of March 
together with fix others, under the convoy of the Grafton of 70, 
and the Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s 
Iquadron ; on board of thefe fhips were embarked 900 men of theking’s 
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieutenant colo- 
nel Draper, who, with major Brercton, and 100 of the regiment, arrived 
and landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on the palTage of a 
contagion, then called the Brefl fever, which had palTed during the war 
from the French marine into many Englilh fhips. The troops which 
came in the Pitt, and the expedlation that the other fhips with the 
reft would arrive before the change of the raonfoon, encouraged 
the Prefidency to fend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching- 
iapet : this reinforcement flopped the march of a confiderable de- 
tachment. 
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which had fet out on the 19th from Carangoly to attack 1758. 
Chiflglapet, where, immediately after, arrived the two companies'of 
Sepoya from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Trivatore was re- ‘ 

duced. The garrifon, now confifting of nine companies, was deemed 
almoft fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs ; 
and captwn Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
with him were fent two commiflioned officers, a feijeant, a cor- 
poral, and 12 European gunners, and two field-pieces ; ,ib that the 
whole number of Europeans, including the feijeants of the Sepoys, 
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend 
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fquadron 
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed 
a fccret commiffion which had detained him all this while to the 
fouthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous reports and 
conjedures. The prelidency on the 25th of Auguft had finally re- 
folved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all tlie 
European foldiers and Coffrees in the garrifon, excepting fuch as 
were in the fervicc of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys. Cal- 
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
5th of September, that a very large fleet of Euglifh fliips were arrived 
at Anjengo there } which, although doubtful, required him to fufpend 
his departure until more certain advices, which he received on the 
15th and the next day began his march, with 180 Europeans and 50 
Coffrees, leaving, according to his inftr\j<ftions, the command of the 
garrifon, in which were now included the 2000 Sepoys brought by 
Mahomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, to captain Jofeph Smith. Tlic 
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind 
of affiftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Ncga- 
patam on board the fquadron, which arrived two days after at M.idiafs. 

This reinforcement incieafed the means of protedling Cliinglapet ; 
and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Lafears to work 
them, were fent thither on the 2d of Odtober, 

Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20 
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved 
to maich againft it with his whole force as loon as he had fettled fomc 
B b b 2 arrange- 
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Rrra&gen).eDt 8 in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent oountriea.^ 
In the i^ean time his communication with Chinglapet was opened by 
thttfwffeflion of Covrepauk and Conjeveram, which his detachments' 
£3undevacuated. But his late acquilitions had not hitherto reimburfed 
,the expenccs of the field, nor eilablilhed his credit to borrow: lb 
that his treafury could barely fopply the pay of the foldiers, and 
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion,, 
and all that the government of Pondicherjty could immediately fur- 
nilh was 10,000 rupees : pretending therefore much indignation at 
this dlfappointment, he diftributed the troops into various canton- 
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bufly, to Pondi- 
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againft 
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftration.- 
Notwithftaiiding his deep animolity to Mr. Bufly, refpedt to the dif- 
tinguiflied character of this officer confined Mr. Lally to the obfer- 
vanccs of public civility ; which impofed on no one, as he had ftill 
more piiblickly exprefl’ed his real opinions. The rank which Mr, 
Bufly held at tliis time was only that of lieutenant colonel ; and 
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix of the officers ar- 
rived from France were colonels, who of courfe muft command 
him on all fervices when afling together. The colonels, lenfible 
of the advantages which m^ht be derived from his abilities, and his 
experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op- 
portunities would be precluded by the prelent inferiority of his 
rank, figned a declaration, requefling on thefe confiderations that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in fuperfelfion to them- 
fclves, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire. 
The public xeal which diftated this requeft, conferred as much 
honour on thofe who made it, as their teftimony on Mr. Bufly. 
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were moftly 
of antient and noble defeent ; D’Efliaign, de Landivifiau, de la Faire,, 
Bretueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no objection, 
but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the influence 
of Mr. Bufi^’s money, inifead of his reputation, 

2 The 



BookX. ThsCaiutatic 

The appio«dh of the ftormy monfoon wamefl the fengU(K fquadron 
to quit the coaft ; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other occaflbns of con- 
ieqnence, confuked the prefidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur- 
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the 'enemy, if at all, 
would nor attack the town before the rams had ceaHed, which gene- 
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de- 
fen^ng it until reinforcements (hould arrive, or the iquadmn return. 
But as the lateneTs of the feafon might deter the d\ips expe£ted from 
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January* 
they requefted'Mr- Pococke to lend the marines of the fi^uadron, with 
which he com^ied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, end <» the nth the fquadroa weighed anchor and failed 
for Bombay. 

Mr. Moradn, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end 
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mr. Buffy, and was accompanied by NazeabuUa with the 
troops of hk government : proceeding through the woods and moun- 
tains of Bairgar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tripctty on the 5th of October, the day on which the great annual 
fcaft began? whi^ lafts 15 days. They were here joined by Abdul- 
wahab Cawn, wkh hisiftoops from Chandergherry ; they gave no 
difturbance to the pllgfims, but fummoned the renter to difmifs his 
guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient 
to make any eftedual oppofition, made propofals to rent the reve- 
nue of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, -on the feme 
terms as he had liitherto held them from the Englilh gowerment, 
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moradu accepted, and confirmed 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
guard this valuable acquiiition, he proceeded -on the 1 6th wkh the 
reft, and the troops of Nazeahulla to Arcot through the country of 
Bomrauee, who, inftead of opposing their paffage, paid them a vifit. 
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pago- 
da, whkh had fo long been the objeft of his wHhes, was not granted^ 
to himfelf, tetired with his troops to Chandergheriy, Naicabulla- 
t " ‘ and.' 
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1758. ^nd Mojracin arrived at Arcqt on the 12th, and leaving their troops 
thcic went*on to attend Mf* .X<ally at Pondicherry. 

' “ The dcliftance of Mr. Lally^from marching againll Chinglaj^t 

after the redudioii of Arcot, gave ^the prefidency of Madrafs encou- 
ragement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more efie< 5 l:uaUy. 
I'he paitizan Murzafabeg, having fince the French fucceffes no 
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of 
them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were 
taken Into the company’s pay ; and on the 30th of Odober it was 
determined to encreafe the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces of battering cannon, to lay-in three 
months provilions, and to repair the works. At the lame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to lerve in his former em- 
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton 
was lent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R. Smith had de- 
tached Murzafabeg on the 39th, with four companies of Sepoys 
and fome of the horfe, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, 
who liad taken poll in the village of Polipore, lituated about 
two miles from the other fide of the Paliar ; Murzafabeg attacked 
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20^fperfed the reft, and ga- 
thered 6oof their mulkets, which they had thrown down in their flight. 

The arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry on the i8th, from Mau- 
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 
the French troops /into motion again; and, as the fymptoms of 
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties 
began to affemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
Ldly himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwalh. On the 2d 
of November 250 Europeans, loo troopers, with fome black horfe 
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poll again at PoU- 
pore, where they were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
u ith feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar : intelligence 
of which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
lift convoy of fupplies had let out for Chinglapet 1 and as the 

maia- 
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maintenance of thia place depended oft the arrival of thefc fup- 
plies, it was refolved rfiat rioo Euri^^ftS and 1800 Sepoys, by far 
the grcateftpart of the garrilbn of IVmrafs, fiiould immediately take 
the field to cover them ; of which one half, under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Draper, Were to advance as fer as Vendalore, 
within 10 miles of Chinglapet ; whilft the other, with colonel Law- 
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas’s mount, ready to iiip^t Dra- 
per’s divifion : they marched on the 7th in the morning ; and the 
news flopped the French troops at Polipore from crofling the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
command of Saubinet, both intending to intercept the convoy ; which 
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the i ith, when he received Ibrae in- 
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with colo- 
nel Lawrence at the mount. 

Every day had proved the good elFe^^s of re-eftablllhing the pof- 
Mion of Chinglapet ; for, under the proteflion of this barrier, the 
country behiftd, which is more extenfive than the diftrifts proteded 
by Pondomalee and Tripaflbur, continued to furnilh Madrafs with 
daily fupplies of all kinds of provifions and neceflaries, by which 
the flock laid up in ftore to fuftain the impending fiege was faved ; 
and to prefefve this benefit as long as poflible, the troops which had 
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence w6re ordered to remain 
encamped at the mount until the laft hour which might endanger 
the fafety of their retreat to the town ; after which, as the bed of 
external means to protrafl the fiege when commenced, it was de- 
termined to have a body of troops in the field diftinft from tlioie 
already belonging to the garrilbn, which, if nothing more, weie tn 
be continually employed in harrafiing the enemy’s convoys of (lores 
and provifions. Accordingly a contrail, which had for fome months 
been under dilcuflion, was concluded with the agent of Moraiirow 
for the (ervice of loco Morattoe horle, of which 500 were to ar- 
rive in 25 days, and the reft in 45 ; but as no furetles were received, 
the puufluality of this afliflance could not be relied on. The pre- 
fidency, therefore, as a furer refourcc, ordered the commandant Ma- 
homed 
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homed Iflbof to take the field with 2000 of their own Sepoys from 
the garrifbn of Tritchlnopoly ; and requefted the king of Tanjme 
to join this body with looo of his horfe, and the Polygar Tondt* 
man, and even the diftant Moravi^s, with the heft of their troops ; 
for whom, however, Mahomed Ifibofwas not to wait ; and, inoafe 
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enltfi; 5o<p 
good horfe if to be found in his majrch. The Nabob fiill mtuntained 
500 horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St. Thom6, and 
the red: were difperied in the adjacent difirifts, wha on the reedpt 
o f Ibme money joined the army at the Mount ; to which all t^ 
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewile commaided to 
lend their troops ; but none came : and the Partizan Mufzafid>eg,. 
having been refiifed an increafe of pay which he demanded in this 
hour of necefiity, went in the night with his 70 horle and ibme 
of his Sepoys, and took (ervice with the French army at Conjeveram. 

The troops, of whofe approach L. Colonel Draper' had reedved 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command of an 
a^ive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by 
Rajahfaheh, who had been lent forward to plunder and terrify die 
country. They eroded the I^liar, and on the 1 5th, appeared Ixfore 
Tripadbur, and attacked the pettah, but were repuKed at the hedge 
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of die 
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys dationed in the fort. 

But the French army were not in fuch readinefs as the Engliih 
imagined to commence the fiege of Madrals. All the draught 
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to collefl were not fuf* 
ficient to traufport one half of the heavy artillery necedary for the 
attack ; and the greateft part of the train, with many other dores, 
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which fhip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other fide, when die was to dretch acrofs again 
and fall in with Mafulipatam, where die was to receive more cannon 
and dores, and then come down the coaft to Madrafs. The time 
was elapfed in which a well-failing %edel might have made this paf- 
fage, and witheut news of the Hvjbm i and on this difappointment 
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Mr. Lally ordered another ftore of aitiUery, which had heeii de- 
pofited at Alamparva, to be (hipped on two frigates, the Diligence 
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, but 
laden for other voyages ; fo that it would require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might haw 
advanced many days before, if they had not been in want of many 
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of abfolute neceflity. As foon as thefe were fupplied, the 
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the 1 9th ; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, had detained the relerve until the aad, when the 
great body of the monfbon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and 
lafted without intermiffion for three days : the troops abroad, warned 
by the iky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and 
diftrefs, and after it had ceaied, the furfece of the country continued 
impaffable for feveral days. 

Whilft the collefted force of both nations in tlie Carnatic were 
thus waiting the Impending conflidl:, each were equally felicitous con- 
cerning the fuccefs of the armament lent from Bengal into the north- 
ern provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been lent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
1 2th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
there imihedlately put him in pofleffion, as the Company’s repre- 
fentative. The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces atCof- 
iimeotah, a fort 20 miles to the well of Vizagapatam, and 1 5 inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnllone exprefled much fatif- 
fa<aion that the Englilh troops were coming, but lignilied his in- 
tention not to furnilh any money towards their expences. Tem- 
pelluous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the ihips and 
veffels with Colonel Ford until the 20th of Odlober. As foon as 
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s Ihips were fent 
back to Bengal ; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two (loops, 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved 
from Vizagapatam on the ift of November, and on the third joined 
VoL. II. C c c the 
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the Rajah and his army at Coffimcotah, from whence It v/as deter- 
mined to march againft Rajahmundruni, where Mr. Conflans had 
collc£led the P'rcnch troops from all paits, and they were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah ; but, on hearing th.’t the Englilh 
troops^ were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped. 

Mr. Johnftone had diljiatcbed the floop in winch he came, with 
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam ; on which they 
immediately feat away Mi. Andrews, with feveral affiftants, to re- 
eftabhlh the factory under their own authority, on which the fettlc- 
ment had always been dependent : They likewife fent Captain Cal- 
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftablifhment, to aft as lecond 
under Colonel Foide. The veflel which brought them arrived at Vi- 
zagapatam on the 2ift of November ; and Andrews with Callcndar 
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and ffiort 
“^^Ilnes, had not yet ad'vanced30 miles ocyGuu Connucorah. Various 
excules were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay ; but the 
r-eal caufe was his repugl^ance to fiirniffi the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a little oiTeriiiLd nt his evafons. Mr. 
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty, 
which ftipulated, “ that all phnider fhould be equally divided ; that 
“ all the countries which might be conquered (hould be delivered 
“ to the Rajah, who was to colleft the revenues ; but that the i'ea- 
“ ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers ffiould belong to the 

company, with the revenues of the diftrifts annexed to them ; that 
“ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitutbn, whether of the Rajah’s or 
** the Engliih poffeffions, fhould be made without the confent of 
“ both parties j that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a montk 
** for the expellees of the army, and 6000, to commence from tln^ir 
“ arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers.”' 
He held out likewife other propofals of future alliance, which he had 
not yet authority to ratify. 

The united forces now moved in earneff, and on the 3d of De- 
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on 
this fide of Rajahmuiidrum, in a ftrong fitiiatioii which commanded 
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort 
called Peddipore. They had 500 Europeans, many niort pieces of 
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great nunlber of the tux)ps 
of the country, of which 500 weie horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. Ot tlie 
Englilh force cnibarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and .1 foiv 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left Tick at Vizagapatam ; to 
that there weie in the field 470 Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. 'Plie 
Rajah Itad 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with ankward fire- 
arms, the reft with pikes and bows ; but he had colledled 40 Euro- 
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mi . 
Bnftol ; befides which his own troops had fome ufclef, cannon. On 
the 6th, the Englilh and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pol- 
feftion of a village called Clnimbolc, on the high road hkewife, 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the lituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked ; on which Colonel Foide, as tlic 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general a£lion, re- 
folvcd to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by palling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
not deiive much advantage from their horfe. The Rajah approved ; 
and on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Engliih troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared 
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right 
of the village of Cliambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Engliih troops having filed from the right, were in 
march, when at day-break they heard a ftrong cannonade towards 
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno- 
rant of Colonel Fordc’s march, had fent on in the night, under tlic 
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a fpot that boic 
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was following to fuppoit them w itii 
his whole aimy and the reft of his field-aitillery. The Rajah lent 
meftages after meflages, which met the Engliih troops returning to his 
relief ; and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing as faft 
as the^ could out of the reach of it ; and having, in much confufion, 
joined the Engliih, continued maiching on with them to the village 
of Condore, wheie all ai rived at eight o’clock. The enemy, although 
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1758. from long' diftances, continued to cannonade ivhilft any of the 
EagUfii or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach. 

When arrived at the village of Condore, rlie army was juft as for 
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better 
ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a ftrong 
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englifh troops had 
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 
to take pofleflion of this village, and in this perfuafion crofted the 
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucceeded in his 
wifh without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at 
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enemy’s. Mr. Con- 
flans imputed this inadion to a confcioufnefs of inferiority, and now 
imagined that the Englifh intended to march back to their encamp- 
ment at Cliambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad- 
vanced in much hafte, and little order. 

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line, 
with 1 3 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe 500 were on 
the left of the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and 
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englifh army dicw up with 
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on 
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were iikewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in- 
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
each flank of the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene- 
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of 
artillery on the left of the Englifh battalion. The line having had 
time, were in exaA order, and had advanced a mile in front of the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
all their guns. At length the irapetuofity of the enemy’s approach, 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englifh line 
to halt for aftion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat- 
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which 
vras grown fo tall that it intirely intercepted them from the enemy; 
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but the Sepoys on the wings were free in the plain on each hand. 
For what reafon is'tiQt known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys 
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feverat 
fmall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground 
during the aftion. 

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outftretched 
the wings of the Englifh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad- 
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
of the Englifli line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englifh 
Sepoys on the left wing ; whom from their red jackets, and the 
want of their ufual banners, they from the firft approach mlftook 
for the Englifh battalion ; refpeding them as fuch, they halted to 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the diilance of 200 yards. Neverthelefs, 
this was fufficient ; for the Sepoys, feeing themfelves attacked with- 
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their flank, 
fcarcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and 
without command ; and then inunediately broke, and ran away to 
fhelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were follow'ed by the 
iieareft of the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy expeded ; and feveral platoons of the French 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewifc, when they faw a 
line of men with fhouldcred arms marching faft and firm from be- 
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground 
which the Sepoys had abandoned. 

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their fliglit, en- 
couraging them to refolution ; but faw, by the ufual fymptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not ftand the fhock, which prepared 
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now 
performing with fo much fteadinefs and fpirit. Captain Adnet, 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the laft files 
were got clear of the corn, the word was given, when the whole 
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1758. halted, gjad faced at once, in full front of the enemy. This motion 
D^i"ber quickly executed ; for the foremofl man liad not more than 300 
yards to march, and the field-pieces were left behind. During this 
Ihort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much 
buftle to get into order agahi ; for fome of their platoons had advanced 
a confideiable difiance before others ; and thus the file of the Engiifh 
line commenced before 'the enemy’s was ready; it was given in di- 
vifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, andbegan from 
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftol foot, and brought 
down half the enemy’s gienadiers; the fire ran on, and before the time 
came for Adnet’s divilioii to repeat theirs, the whole of the enemy’s 
line were in C'nifufion, and went about running fail: to regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain. 

'I'he ardour of tJie Englilh battalion to purlue was lb greit, that 
Colonel Forde judged it befi to indulge it in the infiant, .il'Iiough 
not certain of the fuccefs of the S..poysoii the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack tlicin, would not con- 
tinue long, if they faw their Europeans compleatly routed. The 
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divifions, 
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. All marched 
too fiift to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divlfion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, wfoo to have a relcrvc for the whole battalion, if 
biokcn, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftrid order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in dldcrenl brigades, or fets, 
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops advam Ing to the 
adion. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear 
of tlicir own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
the approach of the divifions to clofe in with the guns, of which 
feveral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol foot, and Adnet 
fell mortally wounded ; but his men rufoing on drove the enemy 
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
the Line fpirit, obliged them to abandon all the others. 

The day, if not completely vidwlous, was at Icaft focured 
from revel le by the pofleffion of all the enemy’s field artillery fit 
5 
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for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they were retiring, ilill 
remained to be attacked ; and Colonel Forde halted until joined 
by his Sepoys, and, if they would- come, by the Rajah’s tioops. 

The Sepoys and hnrfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Englilh battalion routing their own, 
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
of the Englifh divifions ; and then went off again with the Freircli 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better, 
advancing to the ufe of mulketry againft the Englifh Sepoys of the 
left, with whom the battalion, when filing off to oppofc the French, 
left the three field-pieces of their right ; and the Sepoys, en- 
couraged by this affiftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching 
off, and the fpirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and firing in various direftions behind the 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s 
wing neverthelefs continued the diftant fire, until they f:uv their, 
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys ap.d iiorfe 
of the right retreating with them to the camp ; whm they went off 
likevvife; ftretching round to the left of the jlnghlh battalion halting 
at the guns, and keepiup oiit of their reach. Captain Knox then ad- 
vanced to join tV.C battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field- 
pieces, .arid had collected moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef- 
fnges had been continually feiit to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the Ihclter of a large tank, at 
this time diy, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of 
them, had icmaincd cowering from the beginning bf the aftion. 

As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the neceflary difpofitions 
were made, which rook an houi. Colonel Forde advanced to at- 
tack the enemy’s camp ; but, not to retard the march, left 
the field-pieces to follow. A deep hollow way pafled along the 
Ikirt of the camp, behind which appeared a confiderable number of 
Euiopcans regularly drawn up, as if to defend the paflage of the. 
hollov\ way, and fevcral Ihot were fired from heavy cannon planted 
to* defend the approach. Juft as the Englifii troops came near, and 
the fuft divifion of the Europeans ftept out to give their fire, the 
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1^58. field-pieces were arrived within (hot ; on which all the enemy went 
^ to the right-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, feemingly 

‘ every man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion ; but the Englilh 
battalion crolfing after them, many threw down their arms, and 
furrendercd tbemfelves prifoners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent 
away four of the fmalleft field-pieces ; and the money of the 
military cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The fpoll of the 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were 
brafs ; 50 tumbrils, and other carriages laden with ammunition ; 
feven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provifion 
of (hells; looo draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in the field, and 
three died of their wounds the (ame evening; 70 of their rank 
and file were llkewile killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
50 rank and file were taken prilbners, and the fame number of 
wounded were I'uppofed to have efcaped. Of the Englifh battalion. 
Captain Adnet and 1 5 rank and file, were killed ; Mr. Macguire, the 
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiflary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, Slid 20 of the rank and file, were wounded; 
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No viftory could be 
more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army,, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum 
before midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field 
on which the battle was loft ; the troops took various routs, but 
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum. 

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting, 
were very aftive as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con- 
currence of their reports deternnuned Colonel Forde to fend forward 
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re- 
ceived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and (bme of their black 
fugitives, had flopped at Rajahmundrum; on which 1000 more 
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole, 
now 1 500, arrived tWe at break of day on the loth. 
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This city, the capital of the province, is fituated o;i the eaftcrn bank 1758. 
of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of tlv; town, 
and near the river. Hands a large fort, with mud walls of little di - ” 

fence. The French troops, having loft all their heft cannon, would 
not truft to thofe in the fort, and report had reprefonted the Englifli 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfait ; and 
in this perfuafion they had begun to crofs the river at midnight. 

Fifteen Europeans, with all the flores, ba^age, and bullocks, which 
had efoaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im> 
mediately feized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was iu 
the ftream ; and four finall field pieces, with a thirteen-inch 
mortar of brafs taken out of the fort, had juft: reached the other Chore 
when the Englifli Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well 
with their mufkets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat 
and the oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying ofF 
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a 
party of ^poys croffing the river in boats, brought them back thff 
fame day without moleftation : a large quantity of ammunition and 
military ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort. 

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englifli forces, arrived at 
jahmundrum the next day ; but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling fhot of the fight. 

The Hardwicke, and the two floops, were at anchor on the coaft fome 
leagues above the field of battle, winch is about 10 miles from the 
fea ; and the day after the victory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s 
veffels between Mafuiipatam and their fa^ories on the Gudaveri : and 
a few days after the fliip Tliames was dilpatched fiom Vizagapatain, 
fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs. 

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr. Lally from 
advancing agalnft Madraft was an advantage gained; Captain 
Jofeph Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as foon as he received: 
the orders of the prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his garrifou, 
and delivered them, with two fmall field-pieces, to the comnumd of 
Mahomed Iffoof, who crofted the Coleroon with this force on the 
VoL. IL Ddd 2ift 
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1758. 2ift of i^ovember, without waiting for the troops of the allies, 
T^^cmbct, whofe afftftance the prefidency had requefted. The polygar Tondi- 
man gave ailRirances, and was really colle£ting fome, but the Mo> 
raver had returned no anlwer, and the king of Tanjore had expreiled 
himfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to lend 
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him 
of the impolicy of his indifference*, accordingly this officer embarked 
on the 30th in a common maflbolah, intoning to land at Tran< 
quebar. 

The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of 
November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs: but a 
large detachment under the command of Mr. Soupire proceeded along 
the bank of the Paliar, wth orders to halt between the river and 
Chlnglapet. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops 
and twofmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their feijeants, Europeans, were made prilbners. On the 
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perlbn, within mulket-fliot ; and contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear. 
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englilh army had: 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery : 300 had been 
polled, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapetor 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St. 
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
thele troops were lent back to the town, and the fame number were 
detached to fupply their place from the camp ; jfor Colonel Lawrence 
had no intention to rilk a general aClion. In the afternoon of the ninth 
a confiderable body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount ; 
but Mr. Lally had left his camp Ibnding at Vendaloor, of which 
Cobnel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appeal^ 
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention df 
7 a forced 
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a forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St. 
Thom^, which might bring the French army before morning be- 
tween the Englilh camp and Madrafe, and cut oiF their retreat to 
the town : he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and marched 
bade with the whole army to the Choultry plain. 

The ground lb called commenceth about iooo yards fouth-well of 
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from which it is 
foparated by two rivers. The one, called the river of Triplicano, 
winding from the weft, gains the lea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the northweft, pafteth 
near the -weftern fide of the black town, the extremity of which is 
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft, 
until within loo yards of the fca, where it walheth the foot of the 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicanc. 
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a caital, ftriking 
to the fouth, conomunicates with the river of Triplicane. The 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca- 
nal, is called the Ifland, which is about 3000 yards in circumfo*' 
rence. i^oo yards from the ftrand of the fea is along bridge 
leading frcfoi the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues jfouth to the town of St. Thomd. Another bridge over 
the canal| leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egfoore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming 
from the Iputh or weft, thele two bridges afibrd the only convenient 
accefs to tie Fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand 
of the fea, 'when the bar of the Triplicane river is choak^ with fand. 
All the ground b^een the St. Thomi road and the fea is filled 
with villages and enclofrires; and fo is that on the left, for half 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and foveral 
fmaller paflages leads through them to the St. Thom6 Road. 

It was neither the intention of the Prefidency, nor of Colondl 
Lawrence himfelf, to rifque the army on the Choultry plain, more 
than they had at tlie Mount ; for a defeat in the field was the certain 
lofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 European 
D d d a hoile. 
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1758. horie, extcllently mounted and difciplined; the greateft number 
which- had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention 
”* was to gain time, for eveiy day was precious ; and not to difpirit 
the troops, who were to fnftain the impending iiege, and might 
have made finiflcr reflexions if they had been haflily led back with- 
in the walls, before their own underflandings were convinced (C/f the 
neceflity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it ihould become 
neceffary. 

The Choultry plain extends two males to the weft of the enclo- 
fures which bound the St. Thomii road, and terminates on the 
other lide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the TripUcane river. 
The road from the Mount pafles two miles and a half under the 
anound of the tank, and at its ifliie into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of deflle, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofores on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
which was the loth, oppolite to this defile. On the nth he cut 
through the mound ef the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this fitua- 
tion his iield-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to 
that part'of the enclofures through which this road continues to that 
<of St. Thomd, which from the junXion continues ftreight to the 
bridge ef Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a choultty landing at the (kirt di the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures. 

The French army remained at the Mount during the nth, but 
marched before day-break on the 12th ; and at fun-rife all their Eu- 
ropean cavalry, having taken a dreuit to the fouth of the plain, ap- 
plared at •the choultty fo unexpeXedly, that the Sepoys fearedy 
ftaid to give their flrft fixe, and ran into the enclofures on their lef^ 
through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, thinking 
•thenddvesiecuxed^Aftxialljgtove, which wasin the rear of the 
rt •choult^^ 
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choultry* drew up in front of k, but were immediately aniwyed by 1758. 
the advanced field-pieces ; of which, feveral fljot made way through 
the trees and killed three troopers ; on which, all galloped away to * 
the St. Thome road, intending, it Ihould ieem, to pulh toTriplicane- 
ibridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the 
ilrand of the river in the rear of the Englilh army : butoppofite to the 
^vernor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road 
ilockaded acrofs, as well as thelane on theleft, along the garden-wall, 

<by which they might likewife have come round ; and in thefe two 
polls were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns ; and the St» 

'Thome road, for a long way, had no other ilTue to the left. The 
’firll fire from the flockades drove the cavalry up the xoad until out 
of reach. 

Mean while the m?pn body of the French army appeared IfTu- 
ing from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced 
along the ro^, which was here between an avenue of trees, 
-cannonading at intervals from f<»ne of their field-pieces.: they 
were anfwered without intermifiion by fix from the Englifb line^ 
until their van were hadf through the avenue, and within iod© 
yards, wfien Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
jnarched off their ground by the right, and palling a village called. 
Cliindadr^ttah, croffed the river of Triplicane, where it was for- 
•dable without difficulty ; they then continued round two or three 
hamlets t(j the Bgmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the 
Ifland, H^e they halted feme time to receive a guard of 30 Eu^opean«^ 
pofted in % redoubt at Egmore, in whicl: was the powder-mill of 
the garrifqu. As foon as this party joined, the whole army croffed 
the bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and fent to defend die palics of the black town, 
the reft of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Lally gave no in- 
sterruptiosnto the retreat, probably becaufe he fufpeaed fome flrata- 
gems. Three Europeans were killed in the camionade, but tlie 
French lofl 10, and as many wounded. 

At the fame time that the main body of the French army were 
;adiEancing to the Choultiy plain, their irregular Sepoys with L.am- 

bext 



383 Th* War OP Coromandel. BookX. 

1758. bert had proceeded along the fouth fide of the San Thome river, in 
l5tceoibcr attack a redoubt fituated on the fide of it near the fea. 

The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli< 
gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 
garrifbu. 

As Icon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of 
the prefidency afiembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to confult Colond Lawrence on all occafions, and on- extraordinary 
emergencies to affemble a council of the fupcrior oflBcers of the gar- 
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englilh had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Egmore. 

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro- 
peans, with two twelve-pounders* had l)$en fent off under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant ^olonel Murphys agamfi; Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with 
threats, as refilling in an untenable poll, althougli the fort was of 
ftone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufal, the 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall ; but the Sepoys within, expecting nei- 
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and 
paffing where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to purfue ; and, knowing the 
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town. 
The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the 
garriibn of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort 
of Tripaflbre. 

Their arrival brought in the lafl of the troops, flationed in diflant 
out-poftsj and complied the force with which Madrafs was to fuf- 
tain the fiege. The roll of the European military, including the 
officers with>4 topafles, and 89 cofiFrees incorporated in the compa- 
nies, 
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nies, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoya were 2220. Ot the Eu- 
ropeans a4 were troopers mounted. T^e Nabob’s horfe were 
200 ; but, from experience, very little fervice was expeded from 
them. The European inhabitants not military were 150 men, 
and they were appropriated without diftm<Sion to ferve out (lores 
and provifionis to the garrifon. The native boatmen, who alpne 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage- 
ments, and their huts, with their maifocdas or boats, extended 
■under the wall next the Tea, where it was fuppofed not a (hot 
was likely to (all. The Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come 'iPb the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount ; but, although lodged in one of the bed houfes, were much 
llraitened for want of the room and amveniencies to which they had 
been accuftomed. 

The French army contmued on the other fide of the Triplicane 
river during the day they arrivtd from the Mount, and all the next; 
but at two in the morning of the X4th were in motion, and having 
palled the river where the Englilh had croflcd, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the 
north-weft of that poll, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
weft to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient 
bound hedges and the ruins of Ibme guard-houles. Hill remained 
along the north and weft lides of the black town ; and, with 
the channel df the northern river, rendered the greateft part of the 
weftem fide Very defrnfible : but on the fide fijcing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced 
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town, 
fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 
with their mulketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, nevcrthelefs, defended the ford, and 
feveral other acceffes on either hand, until they perceived that feve- 
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the north fide ; when all 
retreated as fall as they could to the fort, and none were inter- 
cepted. In the Ikirmilhes, three of them had been killed ; but of the 
enemy, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French array ap- 
peared. 
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f 7^S. peared lit tlie fouthem pitta of the Cowir, where the Greets opened 
DcccTi^r erplaitade- of tlie fort. The regiment of Lally took vip. 

their quarters near the beach of the lea. Lorrabj with the batta- 
lion of India, on the rifiag ground to the weft; but both be- 
hind buildings which fcreencd them from the fiire of the- 
ramparts. A multitude of the natives, with the.ufual delpon- 
dency of their character, had remained in their habitations until the 
laft hour, and now came pouring upon the ghacis, imploring admit- 
tance into the covered way, but were refufed, and advifed to make 
^heir efcape as well as they could in the night; fcveral fpies and 
two or three deferters- came mingled amongft them, ll 5 » reported 
that the French troops were all employed in ranlacking the houfeSj^- 
and that they had difeovered ftveral warehoufes filled with arrack, 
with which moft of them had already got drunk ; and fuch as were 
perceived from the town^ appeared ftaggering under their loads and 
liquor ; on which it was refolved to make a ftrong lally before they 
ihould have time to recover themfelvcs. 

Five hundred of the heft men were draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ; 
and too with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a covering party. At elev^ o*^clock Draper’s detachment marched 
out of the wel^m ravehn i two compauies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was, firft, 
300 yards ftreight on to the weft, where a bridge croffes a ftagnated 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fisrt. 
This bridge gives accefs to and from the bl^ck town by the aftent 
of the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the n. w. : the afceiit 
begins almoft as foon as you have crofted the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that diredtion, when 
it turns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north 
and fouth, and is crofted by levcral others on either hand. Such 
was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, that they did 
not perceive the approach of the detachment, until apprifed by a 
miftake of the Engliih drummers, moft of whom being bhek boys* 
began to beat the grenadiers naarch.as foon as they entered the ftreet : 

and 
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on which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their Ivuzza; 
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with fuffidcnt 
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing, 
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
loo yards on the left; in which thqr advanced 2 -or 3 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftreet which 
gave a ftrait communication between the two : the Englilh troops 
marching on did not receive a Ihot until they came oppofite to this ad- 
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diflance 
was point blank : the firft of the line returned the fire, hut being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not flop the line, but 
Rationed two platoons from the fucceeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet. 
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the right and left to let them pafs ; but before they wcie brought 
up, the ^^nadiers and fome more had pufhed on to the head 
of the lon^ ftreet, in which they were marching. This was 
terminated hy another much broader that crofted it, coming on the 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-ftreet, turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up focing the fouth, nppofite to the 
ftreet in which they had pofted thdr advanced gvard, and were ex- 
pefting the Bnglifh troops t to whom in this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the 
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which 
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, were af- 
fembling. Not a naoment was loft in taking the advantage ; the 
grena^ers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which 
was here 50 yards, would admit, faced and fired ; but had fcarcely 
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. Ip that 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifk troops had faced, and in 
VoL. JI, Eee fiont 
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front of their left, almoft adjoining to the long ftreet they had 
pafi'ed through, lay the ruins of a demoliftied houfe, which Ipread 
more than half-way over the crofs-ftroet, and although not high 
enough to prevent a Angle raikk of mulketry from firing over the 
rubbifii, did not admit the field-pleCes, which were therefore drawn 
up to the right of the nibbiih, and the troops which had Hood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walla 
on that fide of the crofs-ftrcet. Thefe alterations created fome con- 
fufion ; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour of 
fetting the field^pieces to work ; which did not difappoint the expec- 
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorraiix 
fcarcely flood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite 
houles ; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces, 
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firfl difcharge. 
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piftol, but without effeft, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he ha<f‘been fol- 
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inflant, many of the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englifli fire, and 
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the ftreet, and began to fire ; by which two of the grena- 
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got 
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the 
field-pieces and inuiketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire ; 
but with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofc numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; and many of 
the Englifli foldiers began in their turn to take flielter in the neareft; 
houfes and enclofures, Neverthelefs, the brunt of this fight con- 
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fuccefs was to 
be expefled, and that the arrival of Lally’s regiment from the fea- 
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat ; but 
not a Angle drummer was found to beat it. The grenadiers of the 
Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs- 

flreet 
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ftreet occupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 1 758. 
lar^ ciiClofure on the fide of the ftreet oppofite to the rubbilh ; and 
as ‘well ^ the others who had taken flielter in houfes on the light 
were not apprized of the retreat : all who were marched huddled to- 
gether down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards 
upon the efplanade, and under the proteftion of the guns of the fort ; 
bat the enemy followed foclofe, and their fire both of cannon and muf- 
ketty became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned ; and the enemy's divifions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of marching out. They were ofiercd quarter, which they 
accepted, becaUfe they could make no effoaual rcfiftance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards 
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bufly, for 
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad- 
vanced, (hekered ly houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
within 300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englilh were retreating, 
and arrived ihere juft as the line were coming out of it upon the ef- 
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort ; the feir of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them ; and they Only fired random mufketry, and from two field- 
pieces ill-pointed at Draper's line, who, as foon as out of the ftreet, 
turned fhort to the fouth, and ptxKeeded on the lower ground under 
the houfes which fkirted the weft fiice of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the 
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
and was wuting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran 
over the glacis •, but all the officers, wth as many men as they could 
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face of 
tl^ north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was kilted 
on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfign Chace, were 
£ e e 2 mortally 
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mortally wounded ; Policr came into the fort, but the other two 
werc,talcen. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot were fliot 
through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair^ and Enlign 
Cook, were wounded and taken; but recovered. Of rank and 
file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded: Fifty came in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open aftion, for more than 20 were found killed in dif- 
ferent houfes, moftly ftabbed with bayonets, and with their an- 
tagonifts lying dead Wide them ; fo that the garrifon loft the lives 
or fervice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this Tally. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and 
wounded ; and had x 2 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fpot ; they loft only four prifoners, of whom 
one was the Count D’EftaIgn ; his quarters were with Lally's regi- 
ment near the ^ach, and on the firft firing he mounted his horfe, 
and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear of the Englifh 
grenadiers, whom, being fhort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe ftumbling; threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feiaed by two 
drummers, who had their fwords drawn to ftab him, when Lieu- 
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf, 
ftepped between : his confequence being known, he was imme- 
diately fent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort. 
Mr. Lally blamed exceflively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi- 
cated, it is probable that very few of the Englifh detachment would 
have efcaped'. He endeavoured to fix the feult on Mr. Bufly, who 
juftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march ; and then Bufi^ led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D*£ftaign, and with reafbn » for 
the one pofTefted all the qualities of an able general, and the other qf 
an aftive partizan. 
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Very few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the 1758. 

oneninff of a fieffe ; the pitefent was in fbme meafure juftified by the 
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fuppofition that the enemy s troops were intoxicated and in coufufion ; 

but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrilbn with the French officers; 
and Murphy, one of the moft experience, propofed that a general 
aifault fhould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed. 

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and fhells as well as fhot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain 
of effeft ; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was ftill at a diftance at fea, and on the day 
of the fally a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land ; it was efcorted by 
1 50 Sepoys ; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong ; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road. 

Intelligence had been received, that one of the veffels which had 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off 
the point of Conimere, about 1 5 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current ; and a Dutch Snow being in the road 
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the 
French veflel ; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadron who 
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr. 

Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a naval officer 
of experience ; but juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refuied 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French fhip was much too 
ftrong for them; on which they were relanded on the loth, and 
the attempt was relinquifhed. 


The 
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The ^aqperience of the very few days that the fort had been in- 
veftcd, had convinced the Nabob of the increafing inconveniences 
which he and his family would fuffer by continuing in it through 
the fiege ; and the garrifon ftill more wKhed to be freed from the 
ufelefs confumption and cmbarraffment of his retinue, which con- 
fiftcd of 400 men, with 200 horfes, befides other cattle, who, 
neverthelefs, could not decently be difmilTed whilft he remained. 
It was therefore relblved, with mutual fatisfa6bon, that he fliould pro- 
ceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate 
attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them at the 
Dutch fettlement of Negapatam j from whence, being in the Tan- 
jore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly. They 
embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of the 20th, 
and before morning were out of light } the Nabob’s dependants were 
then told, that they rmght provide for their own fafety, and in a 
few nights moll of them quitted the town. 

On the 1 6th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro- 
peans, and as many Sepoys ; but they were dilcovered before they 
'got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two fallies 
were made on the night of the 19th : the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded 
to the northward under the beach to the firll houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and 
giving a fcattering firCj took flight, which obliged the Europeans, 
after giving theirs, to retreat likewife, but, before tliey were out of 
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which pne was killed and two 
wounded. The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com- 
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat up a 
guard polled at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to Icize a piece of battering cannon which was waiting 
thjere for bullocks, under the elcort of a company of Sepoys : they 
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St. 
Thome Road, whoi they received a fire from the firll cnclofure on 
the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all ex- 
cepting 
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re- 
ceived a wound. 

On the 2i'ft another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro- 
peans fallied at 10 o’clock in the day, under the conduft of Lieu- 
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be polled at the pagoda in the 
villa{^ of Trlplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crofled the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveral 
fmall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were feeking, they turned into the 
St. Thome road, and crofling it, marched along the other road, wlilch 
leads to the Choultry-plain, intendmg to attack the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chlndadrepettah ; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad- 
vancing fromTriplicanc river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the ftrandof the river to the bar, where, 
a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. Whilft 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived crofling from 
the village of Chlndadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within random foot of the weftem baftlons feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which foon ftopt the bullocks and coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to the axle-tree in the mud ; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, marched with 
Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe guns ; on their appearance the 
drivers call off and hurried away the bullocks, and the coolies ran 
away; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town ; on which the party 
was recalled into the fort. 

On the i 7th, all the Engllfo prifoners that had been taken at the 
fally were fentt away for Pondicherry. They were 100, and were 
efoorted by of the European horfo, 40 European foot, and 500 
Sfepoys. They rhoved (lowly, abd' proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the 
road near the fea foore, which paffeth by Cobclong, where they were 
2 Lilting 
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17^8. halting on the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri- 
loners, marched in the night of the 19th, with the greatell part of 
ecem ci. garrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They crofi^ the 
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the ibuth of 
Sadiafs. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open* 
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a n^e a-crofs, in which ftate it was at 
prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton 
remaining where he had halted lent half his force over the water 
Tvith lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other 'road ; two 
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, with fome black horfe, 
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed ; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had 
pafled on to Sadrafs before he crofted the water, on which Prefton 
marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next da/. 

The commandant Mahomed Iflbof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No- 
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the kilUdar, Kiftnarow, 
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot; and Mahom^ Iflbof himfelf had 
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firftof 
December, and invefted Eiavanafbre, which ftands ten miles to the 
weft of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a Heutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a feijeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces : 
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening, 
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma- 
homed Iftbof ; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly : 
fome ftores and ammunition were ftnind in the fort. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away vnth his own troops to get plunder, and on 
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David ; but Mahomed 
Iftbof did not move until the 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore, 
4 a fqr- 
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B ioFtified pagoday ten miles to the north of Elavanafoie. On the 
^th, he was joined by aoo horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons, 
<eil« by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
pagoday in which were three com^nies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much adivity until eight at night, when they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away with their 
arms and effeds ; and having already killed 1 5 and wounded 55 of 
Mahomed Iffbors troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow- 
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, fpreading his 
army to ravage the country, all Of which, as for as the fea, paid 
revenue to the French. On thfe 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took Ihelter in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of the gre.it 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations 
it was referved to fertilue. The fword was little ufed, but fire 
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mi\ 
Lally on hearing of thefe devaftations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword in the territory about Madrafs ; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 21 ft Mahomed Iflbof was joined by 
300 horfe from Tanjore, not furniflied by the king, but hired there 
with his permiffion, by Mahomed Iflbof’s agents : on the fame day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next, 
Mahomed Iflbof began his march from Villaporum to the north- 
ward, fiill continuing his ravages. Rajalifaheb, with a confiderablc 
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
protect thofe diftrifis from his excurfions, and on his approach 
Crofled the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in- 
tention to give him battle ; but on better intelligence of his force, 
took Ihelter under the guns of Vandiwafli. Lambert was alfo on 
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at 
two days diftance in his rear. On the 25th Mahomed Iflbof with 
lu3 army joined Captain Preflon at Chinglapet. 

VoL. II. Fff 
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z 758. On the 22d the HaFlem, £> long expe^ed by the enemy, anchored 
in the evening at Onore, thre& leagues to the north of the black 
town. The next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro- 
vifions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the v^d was high, 
and the ftiip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted 
from that by which ihe was riding, before one that was coming 
fiom the fhore on a catamaran could reach her; and the Harlem 
getting under weigh from (^ore at the feme time, Ihe.ftood out to 
fba, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before nighc 
was driven out of fight to leeward. Size brought the news of the 
victory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops' 
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 2 1 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the 
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
day the Harlem flopped and feized a veflcl trading from the norward, 
hden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much 
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient 
to fupply the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars of 
thofe unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, aiid 
brought in boats from thence to San Thome, pafled every day trom 
tins place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
phin of Egmore, within fight of the fort ; but fince the fally of the 
Stpoys on the 2 1 fl, the efcorts were too flrong to be attacked by 
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque that 
diflancc. But the flock of gun-powder neceflary for the batteries 
was not yet completed ; for this was brought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and for the want of bullocks> 
with much delay. 

I'he commandant Mahomed Ifilbof on his arrival at Chinglapet 
difpatched the greatefl part of his horfe, which were now near 1000, 
to ravage and deflroy the country about Conjeveram, from which 
the French government drew revenues, and their army before 
Madrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in- 
fantry, intending accor(fing to inflrudions he had received from Mr. 
Pigot, to furprlze the' French troops which were quartered in the 
2 town 
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town of San Thom^ ; but Captain Prefton thinkbg this a hazardous 
cnterprize, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with 
8o Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from 
his garrilbn. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th, and weie 
unjoined the fame day by the horfe from Conjeveram : during the 
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which roo were 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys,' and 800 black hoife, marched from the black 
town and other pofts, under the command of .Mr. Soupire, and at 
day-break the next morning had pafied the village of Sidapet, and 
were within light of the Mount before their approach was known ; 
however, the aftivity of Prefton and Mahomed Mbof ftopt the effeds 
of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their 
camps were in march : the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which was returned and continued until 10 o’clock, when Captain 
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a pufh with the Chinglapet 
troops, and feized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Iflbof with 
his kept the man body at bay and prevented them fiom making an 
efibrt to refeue them ; however, the enemy retreated in good order to 
Sidapte fijr thegreateft partofMahomedIfibof scavalry were, if poffiblc, 
worfe than tlie black horfe with the Frencli, and few of either 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French 
Europeans, with Ibme of their Sepoys and horles, were left dead on 
the plain, but they carried away their w'ounded, of whom fifteen 
were troopers ; raoft of this execution was done by the field-pieces ; 
the Chinglapet troops loft only one European, but fevcral Sepoys ; 
and more of Mahomed IftboPs Sepoys with forae of his horfemen, 
were killed and wounded : both Prefton’s and Mahomed IfTuof’s dl- 
vifions continued at the mount. 

At break of day the next morning, 1000 Sepoys, wltli the 
troop of horfe, fallied from the garrilbn of Fort St. Geoige by 
the Ibuthem gate, in order to beat up the guards at the bar of 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of Triplicane, which 
they efFefted without nppofition ; they likewife intercepted a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French auny, 
which gave information of the arrival of a veflel at Pondjeherjy 
from the ifland of Mauritius with 70 chefts of filver. This 
Fffa d.iy 



The Wae or CoKOMAyroBt, BookX. 

day doled - the year» Mr. Lally mtended to open the next with 
his firft fire againft the fort ; but the preparations to equip a large 
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefion and Mahomed 
Iflbof, deferred the battery to the ad of January. 

The French, whilft m po&ffion of Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnais, had made ieveral improvements and additions to 
the flight works they (bund, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
little capable of long refiftance againft the regular approaches of an 
European enemy ; nor had tiiey given any extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the 
Engliih let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the 
French in 1751, until the be^ning of the year 1756; when the 
expedtation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 
great preparations making in France againft India, did^ated the ne- 
ceflity of rendering it completely defenfible. Accordingly all the 
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for- 
tificatlons : their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men, 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram, 

An addition had been projedled in the year 1 743 by the engineer 
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground as the farmer area of the fort : the ditch which marked 
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with 
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient -wall to the weft ; but on 
account of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface, 
Mid Ae naked ditch remained when Delabourdonnais came before 
the town, neither an obftmfHon nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the fame condition in i75fi> when the new works were re- 
iblved on ; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr. 
Robins, the fortifications on this fide were raifed in conformity to 
that proje^n. To join the new rampart with the old baftion to* 
the s.w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu- 
pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. 
baftioo, with eai^ dug from the edge of the rifing ground of the 
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black town to the north- weft, which the excavation removed 40 yards 1759. 
farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river — ' 

under the old wall had been choaked up. The river ftopped in its 
former channel, was direded in another, which environed the weft 
and part of the fouth face of the new works, walking in fome 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 
head of the fpit of fand. The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re- 
mjuned as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward fliould 
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprized three l^rge 
baftions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which ftood before on the s.w. 
angle, by the curtain rjufed acrofs the former chanel of the river ; 
and this curtain encreafcd the fouth fece of the fort from 130 to 2 10 
yards. Neverthelefs, the works* on this fide were much lefs de- 
fenfvble than thofe to the weft and north’ *, but the furface of water 
and qviagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceffible, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent 
attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much 
more advantage than on the other fides ; and this face was therefore 
ftrengthened in proportion : the two former baftions and rampart, 
as improved and left by the French, were fuffored to remain, but 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works. 

In the front of the N. w. baftion was raifed another capable of mount- 
ing 28 guns ; each of the faces were 100 yards in leiigtb, and a 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the in- 
terval towards the former baftion behmd, which this was intended 
to cover ; it was from its fuperior ftrength called the royal baftion. 

A demi baftion corefponding with the royal was raifpd before the 
eld N.E. baftion, that ftood on the beach of the fea, tvhich however 
the demi baftion did not entirelyj^jfep^^fcr its right hand or eaft 
foce extending in a line paral|dO^|w|^^^|^^to the ihoulder 
angle of the nothem fiice.of face free to fiie 

forward, but confining the exfesrof^^u^ir commanded to the fame 
width as the fpace between the eaft face of the demibaftion and the fea : 

4 to 
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to the weftward, the old baftion had two guns clear Of the demi 
baltion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the 
flank, and 7 in its northen face. The two new baftions commu- 
‘tcated with each other by a broad fauflebray that pafled along the 
foot of tlie old rampart and bafHons ; this fauflebray was defended 
by a flout parapet feven feet h^h, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baflions. The ditch on this front was dry, bccaufe the ground 
here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fupplied 
the ditches to the weft and fouth ; but a Cuvette or trench feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad was dug tlie whole length of the ditch, which 
before the fkuflebray was 1 80 feet wide, and before the baflions, ninety. 
The covered way of this front was broad and well pallifaded, and con- 
tained between the two baflions a large ravelin capable of 18 guns, 
9 in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was 
wanting to compleat the defences on this fide, excepting mines, 
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed, The 
weftern face had likewife its covered w'ay palifaded, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largeft. 
The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within t^venty 
yards of the furf, but fliips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any effeft ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 
land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of tlie cur- 
tain, was a battery of thirteen guns ; fifty yards on the right of this 
battery was a platform of old ftanding, with 1 4 guns to return falutes, 
which had hitherto been left without a parapet ; the original curtain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never 
been ftrengthened; but a trench fix feet deep, and 10 wide, had 
lately'1>een dug before it ; and a ditch with palifadoes was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on tliis fide was from a 
fudden aflault or furprize, wjuch could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrofs the fur£$ hut always, and with eafe, by a body of 
men palling on the edg$, of it by either of the baflions at the extre- 
imtics; to prevent which, AvXOW of anchors, backed by palifades, and 

a trench 
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a trench were extended from the neck, of each baiHon quite into 
the furf. No buildings, excepting flieds, had been raifed in the 
new ground taken in to the weftward ; and in thofe of the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the fecurity of the 
garrifon. 

The firft appearance of any work done by the enemy had been difcern- 
ed in the morning of the i8th of December, when Lally’s regiment 
had compleated a breaft-work clofe to the fea, 580 yards from the 
covered way ; it was (heltered by houfes on the right, but open in 
front to a dire«£t fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions : from 
this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig zags 1 80 yards 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla- 
nade : here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work, 
and behind this battery on the right they raifed another for fix mor- 
tars, which they compleated by the end of the month ; but the con- 
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 
from opening any embrafures m the battery for the cannon, becaufe 
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guns, 
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide compleated at the 
opening of a ftrect on the riling ground to the weftward, which en- 
filaded the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it ; 
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently flieltered by the 
rubbilli of lioufes, which had been demoliftied for the purpofe. 
The garnfon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea, 
l^ally’i) battery. 

At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be- 
gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by 
tour thirtcen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw their fhells in 
vollics all together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fhot 
upon the Lorrain battery with x 1 guns, four on the weft fece of the 
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank 
of the old north-eaft baftion ; this fuperiority in lefs than an hour 
dilmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged them to withdraw 
the other four ; but agaiuft the mortars, either here or at Lally’s, 

the 
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the fife of the defences could have little cfFeft, excepting by luck, fince 
they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ftrong 
■parapet: this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in tlie 
evening, during which time only 8o fhells had been thrown from 
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the 
ibrt, where flood the government houfe, againft which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much 
mifohief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings ; but not a fingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one fufFered by the cannon foot of the morning. 

As foon as the night doled, feveral of the principal European 
women, with their children, were font away in three maflbolah 
boats, to refide under the protedion of the Dutch lettlement at Sa- 
drafs ; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re- 
ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment had for- 
prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken poffeffion of the town, and made 
the garrlfon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners ; but it was too 
late to recall the Maflbolahs. Another letter from Prefton, which 
came in the morning, gave information of an adion which he had 
foftained the day before. 

The town of San Thome was become a poft of great confequence 
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round moft parts of the town, with the river and the 
Englifo redoubt to the fouth, fecured it from forprize, unlefs at- 
tempted by very foperior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the ftation of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory 
of their convoys coming by land, and had likewife eftablifoed in it 
one of the hofpitals of their camp: but thejundion of Mahomed 
mboFs tro<^s, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
town an objed of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it 
was only expofed to Tallies from the garrifon of Fort St. George ; 
and the bo^ of French troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma- 
homed Iflbof at the mount on the 30th of December retreated im- 
mediately after the adion to San Thome. The day after the ac- 
tion Prefton received intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, was 

advancing 
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advancb^ fro® the fouth* with a large quantity of ftores and a ftron^ 1759. 

efcort ; on whicli he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept 
»hpm^ ajad encamped at Trivambore,. which ia » village with a pa- January^ 
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thome, and' one from 
the fea Ihore. He was followed hy the troops of Mahomed fflbof ; 
ic having been agreed, in order to prevent jealouftes as- well as- 
eenfulioi^, that the two commands Ihould move and encamp in fe> 
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Iflbof confifted of 3.50D foot, 

500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces v they encamped to the nortk 
of the village, and extended almofl; to the fea, with their front to- 
wards San Thom6. Ca^tsun Prefton, with his dlvifion, which con- 
fided of 600 Sepoys, wkh 80 Europeans, and two brafs three- 
pounders, pitched' their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrad. Mr. Lally,. apprehenfive that they intended to 
attack San Thome, encrcafed the European infantry there to 500 
rank jmd file, and the European horfe to 1 50. Mr. Soupire command- 
ed, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, marched 
at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 6 50 horfe 
and foot, and without field-pieces. Half an hour before day they fell 
mi the camp of Mahomed Idbof, which had gained no warning of their 
approach. The furprize and condifion was fb great, that Mahomed 
Iffoof himfelf efcap^ at the back of his tent, and his troops fled 
every way under the enemy’s fire, which hllcd fifteen minutes with- 
out interruption ; during which Prefeon turned out his line, and fent 
forward his piquets to difeover, who returned without perceiving 
any figns of troops to« the fouth ; at the lame time the croud of fu- 
gitives fliewed that the enemy were in poflellion of Mahomed Ifloof's 
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much 
broken by the onfet, the aflion, the darknefs, and the interruptions 
^read over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them t and 
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the 
weftward, came on the flank of Mahomed Iflbof’s camp, almoft as 
foon as his approach was difeovered ; where the Frenchr troops, ' 
thinking they had rodted all their enemies, were coUedii^ the plun* 
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j 759. der ; nor could the officers recall them to any order, before- the fire 
of Prefton’s divifion, led by his two field*pieces loaded with grape, 
fcoured through the camp, and his mulketry was augmented by the 
return of the beft of Mahomed Iflboffis Sepoys. Neverthelefs, 
fomc of tlie enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally ; but, hav- 
ing no ftrong or colleded fire to return, they fell, the more they ven- 
tured to make refiftance, and all at length broke in confiifion ; but 
wlien at feme diftance the officers prevailed on them to ftop, and 
they marched off in order. They had got pofleffion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Iflbof s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them, 
off. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead ; of whom 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. Of the Englilh troops 
in both adion^ two Europeans were killed and fix wounded ; of the- 
Sepoys 60, and 121 ; but only three of the black cavalry, and 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, only 700 of Mahomed Iflbof’s Sepoys were numbered; 
all the reft of his troops, cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo- 
fitlon that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves, 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before they 
got under the guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example 
the maiket-people ran away with their bullocks and provifious, of 
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp ; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance of defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Chinglapett. 

The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy 
to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs difproportion. 
On the 4th a fmall Hoop laden with ftores and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maflbolas had 
every day palled between St. Thome and the black town. At day- 
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Lally’s 
battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the firft, either (hot 
01 fhell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conftantly fired both to in- 
terrupt their work. At fun-rife they commenced a regular canno- 
nade 
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nade and bombardment, which confifted of feven guns and fix large 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howit/,, from the 
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, ho^v- 
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from 
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad- 
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the right 
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft 
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of (hot 
and fhells, was diredled more againft the buildings than again fl: 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 1 1 guns fiom the 
old north-eaft baftion, the nortli ravelin, and the royal baftion. 
Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion, 
and three from the center ravelin called St. George’s on the weft • 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been neceflaiy to 
ufe them. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and were re- 
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, which was raifed on the ef- 
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-ground, about 
400 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen- 
dicular of the N. w. or falient angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the 
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on 
the weft flank of the old n. e. baftion. The enemy’s cannon ftill 
continuing to point high, did little damage to the works, but the 
buildings, much damaged before, fuffered greatly by the fall of 
their fhells. At the twilight of the next day, the Sth of tlic 
month, the three maflbolas which had been lent with the Eng- 
lifh women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in 
pofteflion of Sadrafs had fei^ed thefe boats, laden them with 50 
barrels of gunpowder, and feveial other military ftoies, and feiit 
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in 
each, to their own army in the black towm. At four in the morn- 
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen fall 
afltep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language 11 !i 
G g g 2 the 
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1^59. the cert^n^ of not being underftood, although overheard ; and hav- 

y ing firft poured water into the ihrelocks, overpowered and bound tlw 

foldieFS, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommoii 
inftance of fidelity and fpirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
outcaft race, waa reward^ and encouraged by paying them imme- 
diately the full value of the gunpowder and flores. 

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break then: 
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury-' 
jng giound. In the afternoon tliey fetiire toa warelioufe near the s. S. 
baftion, full of faltpetre and brimftonc, which could not be extin- 
guifhed for feveral hours ; during which the enemy plied the fpot, 
where the black column of>fmoke ar-ofo, with fhells and plunging 
Ihot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery^ was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-bafiioa. 
i'he enemy’s (hip IXligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of 
(lores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
days in working ilong the coaft foom Alamparva, altliough the 
(Ireight diftance is not 60 miles. 

The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the 
9th, the enemy’s mortars (fill againd the buildings; but their cannon, 
which in the two precedbg days had only filenced two-guns, in this dis- 
abled or difmounted five, and two mortars. 'In the night, befides the 
ufual repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
llent an^e before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Lally’a 
battery, and guns were mounted in them.; but Lally’s, neverthelefs, 
difmounted two guns on the demi-baftion the next day; and on the 
nth all the five towards the land .on the old N. e. baftion were dif- 
ablcd by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this morning the enemy 
llkewife opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four, 
which they had raifed near the Englifh ho^ital, on the rifing ground, 
fronting cento* ravelin on the weft (ide of the fort, againft which, 
however, it was not intended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baftion : 
it likewife bore upon part of the north-weft curtain towards 'Pigot’s. 
Notwithftanding this battery flood at a much greater diftance from 
the fort, than any of the other three,, it was more expofed than either 

.of 
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of them to « fally ; for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired, 
plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the 
guns fpiked, before fuccour could arrive from the iiear^ of the 
•enemy’s quarters : aweve of this they had carried on a trendi, from 
the end of the ftrect through which Draper had inarched, to the foot 
of the bridge, which eroded the ground fronting the battery, and 
a picquet guard was condantly kept in the trench, ready to give 
the alatm. They had likewile began a breaft-work at the bar of 
'the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy the black people 
and cattle, which were ftieltered on the fplt of fand at the foot of 
'the glacis on this iide ; and as many inconveniences would enfue 
from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the 
breaft-work. 

Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans, of which half were 
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whilft it was ftill 
dark : when arrived at the bar they received a fire fiom fome Se- 
poys potted behind the unfinifhed parapet, which killed one and 
woun^d two of'the grenadiers ; but, as tlie Sepoys immediately dif- 
appeared, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 
'through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other 
oppofition, imtil they came into the lane which leads into the St.. 
Thom6 road, aksng the garden wall of the governor’s houie, wheai. 
a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy drawn up 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this, intelligence the 
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up bti&ly, fired, and pufti- 
ing on, received the difchargeof die gun loaded with .grape, as well 
as the mulkctry that -fupported it, by which five of them were 
wounded, lieutenant Robfon mortally : the rett, neverthelefs, 
feized the, gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took 
^lhelter in a houfc and garden on their f^ht, from whence their fire 
killed three Sepoys an'd wouiwled'two, with mi European, before they 
were dillodged. 'It was yelrfQarcely twilight, and as the grenadiers 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se- 
jpoys, who hadijeen, prying in the Su Thome road, difcovered another 
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1 759 * gun u little below the garden-houfe, and appearing jealous of the 

January" honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off with a party of Se- 

poys only, which they effeded without receiving any return to their 
rirft fire. The detachment marched back tlie l*ame way they had 
come, and arrived in the ibrt at fun-rife with the two guns, and five 
Euiopean prifoners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but (light fallies had been made ; the 
one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the hofpital battery ; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig- 
zags to the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the w'ork, 
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mulkets, without 
anylofs. The enemy’s mortars llackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four 
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning. 

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to diredl the 
ftrefs of their attack againft the two northern baftions, which dic- 
tated the neceffity of fecuring them with additional defences : ac- 
coidingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide of the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibaftion ; a blind, or ram- 
part of earth, at 30 yards diftance, in the ditch before the n. e. 
baftion ; and a fafeine battery of fix guns, on the ftrand between 
the call: curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the (houlder angle 
of this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the 13th, a (hell 
from the fort fet fire to (bme huts behind Lally’s battery, which 
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 
loaded bombs : no fire palled this day either from or againft the 
N. e: or demi baftions ; and no gun was difmounted in any part of 
the fort ; but the enemy doubled the number of their woikmen in 
the zig zag, who were interrupted as much as poftible by what fire 
bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the 
embraiures of the falient angle before the demi-baftion ; in the night 
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head 
of their works, on a fmall party polled near this angle, under the co- 
ver of a boat, and wounded three of them, on which the reft re- 
fiied into the covered way. 


In 
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In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of tliree 
mortars between Lally’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of 
the fort : their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns : duiing 
the night a conftant fire of mulkctiy from the covered way, and of 
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept 
up againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On 
the 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire from 2 1 , befides their 1 1 mortars as before : 
but Lally’s guns did all the milchief to the works, difmounting two» 
guns ill the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their (hot,, 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the 
fea, and difmounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the 
fainting battery, and one on the s.e. or St. Thom6 baftion, in all 
eleven : the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from 
which the enemy, nevertliclels, detached a picquet, which drove in 
the party pofted on the falient angle of the glacis. 

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 1 6th, with the addi- 
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, ‘which now fired with 12^ all 
24 or 18 pounders, to which the foit could only oppofe the dired 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from tlic north-eaft and demi 
baftions ; for the guns in the fahent angle of the glacis, and in the 
fafeine battery on the ground below, w ere of inferior calibres ; and as it 
was conftantly neceflary to employ m.my men m reinftating the da- 
mages of the demi-baftion, a rraverft was railed to prefervethe guns in 
its flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and whilft this and other 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which 
were open to the (hot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day ; 
fo that no guns m this baftion were cithei fired againft, or difmount- 
ed by that battery ; which having the more to ule agamft the other 
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with- 
draw the five guns in the f^ient angle of the glacis ; and as the trenches 
were now advanced within co yards, thefe embrafuies were filled up,, 
and the earth leveled again to the gener-al flope of the glacis. 
At 1 1 at night a fally was made from St. George’s or the weft ravelin 
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to fire into the trench extending before the hofpitat battery ; but 
the guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs. 
die bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and- returned, drove ther 
party back into the covered way. Another fally of 1 2 £urq)ean$: 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of enfign 
Barnes, againft the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they* 
gave their fire,, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, until 
a relief of 4.0 or 50* came up from the rear, who drove them back, and 
before they regained the covered way, enfign Barnes, with two of 
the foldiers, were killed. Before and after this fally, a conftantfire,, 
as in the preceding nights^ was kept up until morning on the enemy’a 
workmen ; who, iiotwithftanding thefe interruptions, advanced the 
fhp above 20 yards. 

Even the garrifon acknowledged the activity of the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captaii* 
Byefton and Wfehomed Iflbof to approach, and interrupt their opera- 
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer mafters of their own. Re- 
treating after the a£tion at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor 
on the 3d, where they found Ibme provifioiis. Prelfon’s divifion was- 
unimpaired ; of IVIahomed Iflbors, moll of the Tritchinopoly Se- 
poys, and 1 50 of the new-levied horfe, bad rejoined the reft of thofo 
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1 50a Colleries and 500 
horfe fent by Tondiman, the 300 horfe fn>mTanjore, and the fame 
number of his- own levies and all thefe troops refufed to march 
back from Chinglapett to Vendalore. The kind of warfare for which 
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the 
prefent conjunflure of too much confequence to be neglefled ; aaid 
after Iweral ineffe^ual melJages, the two commanders marched on 
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them at Chinglapett. On expof- 
tulation, the cavalry hi general, pleaded with much complaint, the 
Jofs, although owing to their own cowardice, of their baggage and 
effohs at Trivambore, and little left than declared, that they had not 
engaged in the fcrvice, with the expeftation of expofitrg their horfes 
againft Europeans, but were willing to aft in their ufual modes ; 
which Prefton rightly interpreted plunder v and to gratify their 

wiihes^ 
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wiihes, confented to march with them into the French diftrlfts *759* 
around Conjeveram, in which they continued ieveraldays employed ^ — ' 

in plunder and ravage ; and no flielter grounds prote£li^ the cattle 
from the fearch of the colleries. On the 13th, Prefton thinking 
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty* b^u bis march 
back from Conjeveram, intending to cotne again in fight of Madrafs ; 
but on the firfi; halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured Vvifh 
fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and crofled the Paliar. This (econd defertion left no doubt 
of their inutility, and Prefinn refolved not to aft with them any 
longer, even if they Ihould return of their own accord; but as the 
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the 
French army, rendered it impoffible for the infantry of both the 
Englilh commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to con- 
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without moie rilque 
to themfelves, Prefton relblved to march to Arcot, in order to colleft 
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard feveral parties were wait- 
ing ready to take f.'rvice on the weftem confines of the province, 

Mr. Pigot received mttlhgence of this motion and its motives on the 
1 6th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might 
difpirit the gainfon. 

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fimc on the 1 7th as the day be- 
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar. Ever fince the 
ninth of the month, two fli.ps had been feen otT St. Thomf, 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavomlng to get 
to the northward, but were conftautly ftemmed by the cur- 
. rent from gaining ground ; but this evening they pafled the 
road, and joined the three other veflels off the black town. 

They were the Expedition, laden with artilley and ftores, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 12th of December ; and the Briftol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from 
Perfia, and was immediately laden with ihot and (hells for the 
camp. 

On the morning of the 1 8th the enemy had compleated three 
more embrafures in Lally’s battery, which joining the former on the 
VoL. II. H h h left. 
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1759. lefty reached alme^ to the furf, and being a little turned to the 
! — ' -S.w, bore upon the north ravelin, which before night was rnuch im- 

paired by them. Neverthelefs, the general fire from the north was 
diminhhed, for thefe new embrafures in Lally’s were fupplied with 
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the 
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en- 
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up ; but Lally’s and the 
buiying-ground dlfabled two guns in the demi baAion, two in the 
north ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern 
embrafures of the n.e. baltion unfit for fervice. A party of the 
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaftwork 
at a little diftance to the left behind their former poft at the bar, and 
began to fire from it at dulk with two field-pieces in barbet agaiiift 
fome Sepoys pofted on the fpit of fand : their mortars continued firmg 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the bombardment, ftill againft the iirfide of the fort. Every day 
one, twoi or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf* 
fered by the fire ; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con- 
ftant fire of cannon and finall arms, wherefoever probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the 
lalient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towaids- 
the furf; and being fo near, the governor iffued inftruftions to 
the officers of the different pofts, how to conduct themfelves 
and difpofe their parties in cafe they fhould aflault the out- 
works. 

The next day, which was the 1 9th, the enemy changed their two 
field'-pieces to the fouth for two eighteen-pounders, from which they 
fired fhot into the fort : in the forenoon their mulketiy in the advanced 
or fecond crochet had fired finartly upon the north ravelin and the 
covered way ; their mortars continued iiiceflantly through the day, 
and fet fire to three buildings in different parts of tire fort at once, 
but ceafed In the night : during w'hich they only produced their third 
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the water mark of the 
fea, which was not more than 1 5 yards* The next day, which was 
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the 20th, they fired none of the four guns on Lilly’s battery, which 
bore on the north-eafi. baftlon ; but contmued with the feven bearing 
on the demi baftion, and the three on the north ravelin, although 
more fparingly than ufual, but thofc in the burying-ground bat- 
tery with more vivacity : a platform on the demi bafiion, and a 
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by fhells : five Europeans 
were killed ; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few fhot or fhells, and made but little advance in 
their approaches, but enlarged tlieir fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in erefting a battery, which projeiled from it along their laft or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig- 
zag on the glacis. Two fmall fallies were made upon the trenches 
during the night, in both of which only one European was 
killed. 

On the 2ift the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
mulketry in their trenches fired brilkly on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- 
caft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain : the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard 
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroylng the gabions, and what other materials were col- 
ledcd for the conftruftion of the intended battery :‘the fally was pre- 
ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and fmall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within light and reach ; 
and it was fuppofed with much efFefl: ; two ferjeants were killed, 
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled- In the night 
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which 
they had been driven, compleatal their third zig-zag, which ex- 
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to 
the left of the falient angle ; and not only began, but finilhed their 
H h h 2 ’ third 
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third crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this 
zig- 23 ^ acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during 
the night, but moftly into the works ; their cannon flackened like- 
wife the enfuing day, which was the aad, and efpecially from Lally^i 
battery, in which moft of the embrafures were blinded ; never- 
rlickf., the few employed were very effeilual, for the repeated re- 
which had been made in the demiand north-eaft baftions, ren- 
' d the fuhftituted merlons fo weak that they crumbled to every 
: a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a Ihell, 

- :: £\iropeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys 

- - h’d. In the night the enemy pufhed on the lap of the fourth 
xj'j- ! -o yards beyond their third crochet, and having made a 
fii ' li ' I 'M or ihoulder to the left, continued it from hence quite 
’1^1 M' t I ' ’j( tit angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the (.1 of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conteft 
wub now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
iiitermiliion : the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed 
to the fire of the ftockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the eaft fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this 
ftockade the guaid kept up a conftant fire of mulketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle of the glacis ; 
and parties of grenadiers were lent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the ftockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the fap 
advanced beyond it ; cannon, mortars, and mufketry, were likewise 
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
but could not flop it, for the enemy had encreafed the number both of 
their Avorkmcn and guards; they likewife finifhed their battery at the 
end of their tliird zig-zag, which Ihouldered on their fecond crochet, 
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
guns : but it was fo ill conftrufted, that only one of the guns could 
be brought to bear upon the north ravelin, which it was in- 
tended to batter. The Lorrain battery remained clofed, but the 
hofpital, the burying-ground, and Lally’s, with the mortars as 
before, continued a ilackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but 
she mortars through the night iikcw;ife. The ammunition of both 
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more which had 

b^n embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How- janJary.' 

ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baftion, 

and compleated the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of 

the ravelin ; in which a foot from Lally’s penetrated quite througli 

the merlon: in the night, the enemy attempted to pufo their gabions 

clofe to the covered way of the n. e. i'aUent angle, from whence 

pioneers were fent to overfet them, who rolled fome into the fea, 

and pulled others into the covered way ; this conteft was maintained 

at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotteft fine 

of mulketry, and of grape foot from the north-eaft baftion, and the 

fafeine battery on the beach ; feventy difoharges were made out of one 

of the guns : five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the 

night and day, moft of whom fuffered in thefe attacks : one Sepoy 

was llkewife killed, and fix wounded : on the 24th, a twenty-four 

pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baftion, of which the works 

had fcarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 

of the preceding day ; but fix of the embrafures in the north- ravelin 

were reftored ; the other three ftill remained unfit for fervice. \ 

At feven, in the evening, a party of the enemy confifting of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neareft 
.crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard, which confifted only 
of 1 2 men, ^an away to the blind before the n. e. baftion ; they were 
immediately fent back with the addition of a more refolute fe^eant 
and ten grenadiers ; but were fcarcely returned, when this forjeant 
was foot dead, through the ftockade ; on which the party ftopped, 
waiting for direftions ; and the officer commanding at the blind 
recalled them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make ano- 
ther attempt to recover the ftockade, although capable of giving 
much annoyance to the enemy’s work. 

At night, a meflenger from Tritebinopoly brought a letter 
from Captain Jofeph Smith with intelligence he had received 
from Angengo. The Prefidency ten days before had received advices 
from Mr. Pococke, that the fquadron had arrived on the i otll of 
iDecember at 3omhay^ where he found fix of the company's foips 

and 
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1759. and two of the line, with 600 men of Draper’s regiment on board; 
which were arrived there a few days before, having pafled the Cape 
of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel ; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s 
fliips with all the troops on board had failed under the convoy of two 
frigates I'rom Bombay on the 31ft : and the fpies which came in from 
the enemy’s camp reported that diis news was likewife known there, 
and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general affault on the fort 
this very night ; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi- 
tants were ftationed and remained under arms at their refpedive pofts 
until the morning. 

The fire of the cannon, mulketry, and mortars, from the fort, al- 
though maintained conftantly throughout the night, did not prevent 
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the eaft face 
of the covered way as far as the left of the ftockade, and they made a 
return on the right to the creft of the glacis ; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left along the front of the ftockade towards the 
furf, nor even to compleat a proper lodgement in the return, the want 
of which left their workmen expoled to the fire of the covered way ; 
but on the other fide of the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and 
made confiderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery. 

The night paffed without any alarms of the fuppofed alTault ; and 
the enfuing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ufual 
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of 
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the 
covered way, parallel to the fame fiice of the demi baftion, was a 
paftage cut in the glacis towards the furf; through which the party 
paffed, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right of the 
ftockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s fap, from which 
their firft fire drove all th«r guards and workmen, who retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for fuccours ; 
during which the Englifli foldiers maintained their ground, and the 
pioneers overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the 

covered 
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covered way, and deftroyed whatfbever implements they found : this 17^9. 
attack lafted 20 minutes, by wliich time the enemy liad gatliered, ^ 

and were advancing in much fuptrior numbers from the retrench- 
ment j upon which the party was recalled, and retreated, giving 
and receiving fire. A ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed ; fix 
others of the foldiers, with captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, and lieutenant Fitzpatrick* were wounded. The enemy’s 
artillery bore moft on the royal and demi baftions ; their mortars 
falling on the works wounded many more than ufual. Tlie total bfs* 
including that in the fallies, was eight Europeans and three Sepoys 
killed, and 1 7 Europeans with 13 Sepoys wounded. 

The enemy’s fap being advanced to the eafit flank of the covered 
way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the eafl tace of the 
fort, to which the fea-gate gave the faireft opening ; for tlte em- 
brafures in the north flank of the battery before it had been ruined 
by the enemy’s foot which had miffed or flown over the n.e. baftion 
and fafeine battery ; and the gateway itfelf was a fpacious arch fout 
occafionally with folding doors ; fo that, foould the enemy ever make 
a general affault on the ruined works to the north, a party fent ar 
the lame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way through the gate with petards ; and this party might pafs with- 
out much interruption ; for the fafeine battery which barricaded the 
beach was* nearly demolifoed. The whole of the woiking party 
of the night was therefore allotted to remedy thefe defeats, and be- 
fore morning they repaired the fafeine battery, reflored the embrafurcs 
of the battery before the fea-gate, bricked up the arch of the gate- 
way, and opened a finall gate on the left hand, which had been 
clofed. In the fucceeding nights the workmen began and continucil 
the intended ditch with palliiadoes round the foa-gate battery, wliicli 
had hitherto been deferred for fcrvices of more immediate neceflity. 

I'he enemy employed the night with equal diligence, and pufoed 
the lap of their retrenchment from the falient angle 70 yards along 
the north face of the coveted way, and widened the woik in an 
excavation fulficient to contain cannon and a large detachment 
of troops : this work, with what was done the night befoie on 
5 tlio 
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the other fide, entirely embraced the falient angle of the covered 
way. 

The following day, which Wag the 26th, the enemy fired moft 
of their fliot into the town ; and moft of their fhells, as in the pre- 
ceding night, into the works of the north front, by which a twenty- 
four pounder was difinoiinted cto the N. e. baftion, and the cafualties 
from the evening to the evening were five Seapoys and one European 
killed, and 1 1 wounded, of whom were the lieutenants Lang, and 
Little who loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy 
widened and raifed their wOrk on the creft of the glacis, iiotwith- 
ftanding the conftant fire of the defences ; and no guards could any 
longer be kept at the falient angle they had invefted, but Gentries 
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the 
N.E. baftion, to obferve whether they were beginning any new 
works, but difeovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 
27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Europeans 
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The 
enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through 
the night. 

Three hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-break on 
the 28th, in order to furprize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the 
fouth of the bar : but marching too late were difoerned, and re- 
ceived the fire of the battery before they had crofted the bar, on which 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochet, which had temained filent ever fince they opened it inef- 
fedlually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to redlify the erroneous conftrti^Oii of the embrafures, which were 
intended againft the right fkce 6f the north ravelin ; they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which, 
and three guns, they commenced their fire ; but one of the guns 
failed at nine o’clock, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another, 
which they were trying in the 4fh embrafure, was difabled by a Ihot 
from the fort ; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed 
entirely, but the mortars continued. At noon a party with many 
1 yoke 
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yoke of oxen aflemblcd at the bar, in order to draw off the two 
guns there ; but the firing of the fort ibon made them remove the 
cattle out of reach. The cafualties from the preceding night to 
the evening of this day were one European and one Lafcar killed, 
with ten Europeansand nine Sepoys wounded. 

During the night the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bai ; 
their workmen carried on a mining fap from the left of the palmyia 
ftockadc acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower than the covered 
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the 
counteifcarp of the ditch : they executed this work with fo much 
filence, that the garrlfon had no fufpiclon of it until two the next after- 
noon, when the fap was advanced as far as the fcarp, or brick facing 
of the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth of the covered 
way with the facing fell in, and difeovered them; fomc grenadieis 
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into the hole, 
which obliged the miners to ftop, but they renewed their fap lower. 
Their mortars continued during thefe 24 hours againft the works. 
A nine-pounder was difabl^ on the n. w. ravelin by the fire from 
the hofpital ; and the embrafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law- 
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by fliells and 
ftray fhot ; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor 
was there a lingle gun which bore direftly upon them ; for the enemy 
had for Ibme days ccafed the 4 they opened on the 7th of the month 
in this diredion, which adjoined to the left (houlder of the Lorrain 
battel y. I’he cafualties from the evening to the evening were two 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wounded. In 
the enfuing night the enemy thicw many Ihelis into the town, and 
continue d liard at work both in their covered fap and in railing a 
battery on theertftof tlic glacis, but with fo mucli filcnce, that 
the garrilbii could not difco^^cr what they were doing : the working 
party of the fort were employed in reftoring the right face of the 
north ravelin, and the fame fide of the caponiere leading to it acrofs 
the ditch. 

In the interval fince the defertion of the black troops at Conjo- 
veram, feveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap- 

VoL. II. I i i tain 
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1759. tain Prefton and Mahomed Iflbof. Puiluing their intention of en- 
'T ~'' — \ lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 1 2th at Lalla- 

a town of great relbrt, 10 miles to the N. w. of Arcot, where 
their invitations foon colledted 500 Moorilh horfe, and 600 Morattoes. 
Tlie Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time refiding 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her reprefentations 
to fome compundtion for the diftrefs ot the Nabob’s affairs, lie pro- 
ftred his afliftance ; on which Mahomed Iflbof, with a fmallc fcort, 
went to Cliitore, and in a few days returned, accompanied by Ab- 
dulwahab with 1000 horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had 
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Overtures 
were likewife made to a body of 3000 Morattoes belonging to Bala- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulharry, who were 
lying at the pafs of Damalcherry ; but Gopaulharry iufifted on re- 
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the 
bill of an opulent fiirof for 60,000 rupees, which was to be paid as 
foon as the horfe ai rived at Velore; but as the meflages and march 
requlied eight days, the army in the interval fet out from Lallapet 
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th at TTrivalore, within four miles 
of the fort of Tripaflbre, in which, as well as Pondamalce, the 
French had a garrifon of Sepoys ; but the pettah of Pondamallee 
being much opener than of Trivalore, Mahomed Iflbof fent off a de- 
tachment to plunder it, which they effefted after fome fkirmifliing 
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral were killed. Befides 
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
Iheep and oxen, which had been collefled from the country, and were 
kept under the protection of the garrifon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French army before Madrafs. The Nabob’s bro- 
ther Na^eabulla, who had accompanied Mr. Moracin to Pondicherry, 
and afterwards the French army to the ficge, had lately returned to- 
Nelore ; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul- 
wahab, had reclaimed him fo for, as to promife to join him at Triva- 
lore with his force ; but he delayed, and the army having been rein- 
forced with ammunition and two more three-pounders from Ching- 
Lipet, proceeded on the 27th to Trimliwalh, a town fituated on the 

Ikirts 
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fkirts of Malrawzes wood, I2 miles to the N. W. of Madrafs. The 
polygar, with an agent who had been fent to him by the governor, 
came to the camp, and promiled to bring 2000 peons and a fupply 
of rice : but, finding no money was intended to be given him, re- 
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no more. Malio- 
med Iflbof, as foon as the camp was pitched, rode with a party of 
horfe as far as Malkelyne’s garden, which Hands two miles N. vv. of 
Fort St. George, where moft of the oxen belonging to the French 
army were kept under the care of a guard of Sepoys and black 
horlh ; whom Mahomed Ifl'oof’s party put to flight, and feized moH 
of the cattle. The next day the whole body of French cavalry, who 
were 300, and Rajahfaheb’s who were 800, encamped to the north 
of the garden, and on the 29th one of their parties routed one of 
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten prifoners. The attention to this army, 
fince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminilhed the aftivity of 
the enemy’s operations agaiuft the fort, by the dctac hments they 
were obliged to fend and recall on different reports and ah ms. Their 
approach juft as the enemy’s works were advanced lo near the de- 
fences increafed the alacrity of the garnfon. 

On the 30th, at 1 1 in the forenoon, a fail was deferied to the 
fouthward ; when nearer, her colours were difcerntd to be Englifh, 
and her form that of one of the Company’s (hips. All the French 
veflTels, which were five, flung out Englifh colours likewife ; and 
the two fhips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh. 
A cattamaran was immediately difpatched from the fort, w'arning 
the ftr anger to beware of them ; in the evening Mr. Dairy mple 
was fent in a boat, with farther inftruaions to the captain. Tire 
cattamaran got on board before the fhip came to an anchor, which 
was not until nine at night ; and foon after the Briftol came up. 
received and returned a broadfidc, .md fell to leeward. The fhip was 
the Shaftfbury Eaft Indiaman, commanded by captain Nathaniel 
IngUfs, and one of thofe which were bringing Draper’s regi- 
ment from Bombay: but, failing much worfe than the others, 
they made her the hofpital fhip, and left her off the foiith of Ccvlon 
on the 7th of the month, after which, a luckier vein of wind and 
current brought her to her port before them. The fick, who were 
I i i 2 36 
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36 men of the regiment, only added to the dlftrefs of the garrifon ; 
but fhe had on board 37 chefts of filver, and many militaiy ftores, 
amongft them, hand-grtnades, and bombs of the largcft fues, of 
which the ganifon were much in need, having nearly expended 
their ftock of theie articles. I’he communication of letters was 
eafy and expeditious, after the Clip came to an anchor ; and, by the 
govcinoi’s order, fhc threw out at day-break the eiifigns of a man 
of war, and received, as if fuch, a falute of 13 guns from the fort. 
At the lame time the enemy on flioie began to fiie upon her with 
one gun from their neglcfled battery at the fecond crochet, and two 
from the breaft-woik to the fouth, near the bai ; ail tlic three weie 
twenty-four pounders ; and fometimes fent red-hot balls. At three 
in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked 
up again into the road ; whilft drawing nigh, boats with foldiers 
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which liad like- 
wife been manned from the fhorc, bore down at the fame time, and 
the Shaftfbury had got under weigh to change her Cation, but 
being intercepted by the Briftol fuftained the engagement under fail 
for two hours, and then anchored, w’hcic direifted, as near as the 
foundings would admit oppolite to the fouth-eaft baftion. The 
other fhips anchored likewife, but far out in the offing, and never- 
thelefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Shaftfbury 
was much damaged by the fire of fhips, and fhe received feveral fhot 
through her hull from the fhore ; but no on a was wounded except 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm. Befbic 
10, the mafl'oolas of tlic garrifon landed the fick and the treafure ; 
and it being fufpeflcd that the enemy’s fliips might attempt to 
board the Shaftfliury with their lioats, the governor fent optional 
orders to captain Inglift, cither to efcape out of the load, maintain 
his ftation, or run the fhip afhorc. 'I'lie confidence was well phiccd, 
and Ingllfs determined on the clioicc of danger. The next day, 
which was the firft of February, fhe flood the iamc fire from the 
fhore, fome from the Harlem, but none fiom the Briftol, for this 
Ihip had failed away in the night to Pondicherry; and on the 2d,, 
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in the Offing ; but 
the fire upon her from the fhore ftill continued. 
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The preparations of the enemy on (hore agaiufl the Shaftfbury, 1759- 
llackened their fire againft the fort on the 30th, the day Ihe was dif- 
cerned. The three embrafures on the left of Lally’s batteiy, which 
bore upon the right face of the north ravelin, continued ; the two 
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto 
been employed againft the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained 
free; but the interpofition of their own work on the creft of the 
glacis precluded the ufe of the two other embrafures againft this 
baftion, as well as of the four which had battered in breach the 
laliant angle of the demi baftion : but tlicy did not think it worth 
tlieir while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thofe on 
tlie right, in order to batter towards the Ihoulder angle, that 
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to 
make the breach at the lalient angle, in which their fiie had already 
almoft ruined the parapet. The fire of the burying-ground battery,, 
with four guns, continued on the left face of the north ravelin, and 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in the hofpital battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north front. The outward gun in I^ally’s 
battery which remained free againft the north-caft baftion, tliey turned 
againft the ftioulder mci Ion on the left of the fafcinc battery, raifed 
by the garrifon on the edge of the fuif, of which all the four guns 
bore on this and the three next embrafures of Lally’s, to the left. Their 
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the b.utcry between them, 
likewife cont'nued as btfoic Sucii was thcir fiie at the clufe of this 
duly; and m thefe 24 hoais one 18 pounder was difmcunted by the 
hofpital battery on Pigot’s baftion, i European, with 3 Sepoys, 
were killed, and 9 Europeas, with 2 Sepoys, wounded. 

Tlie enemy’s raortats centinued through the eiifuing night, and 
moftly againft the dt.feac' s. They woikedhard iiiuler ground fi om 
the palmyra ftockade ; but, as before, without htnig dilcovered . and 
the earth they tlirew up on the creft of the glacis hkew ife concealed 
there intentions there, although the garriflii ga\c fie'quent aleits, 
and threw grenades every half hour, '.ojfu-o the ocealioa of a fuc- 
cefbful ftdly to explore their woik ; but the enemy li^rc took 
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1759. no alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered fap 
1 — ^ towards the blind before the north-caft baOion, which threatened 
^ the moft dangeious mine they could fpring ; and to counteradl tlieir 
intention by meeting their work, the garrilon opened a fap from the 
left of the ditch, and direded it acrofs and under the ground imme- 
diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery towards their battery 
on the creft of the glacis was likewife puflied on with much 
diligence. The enfuing morning, the enemy at funrife opened four 
embral'ures in this battery, which extended to the right from the 
fummitof the falient angle : one of them pointed to the n. e. baftion, 
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the demi ; but they had 
raifed the embrafures lb high, that none of their Ihot could ftrike 
the parapet, but all flew over the fort ; fo that after five or fix 
rounds they ceafed firing, and clofed the embrafures in order to alter 
the level. Befides the guns which they opened and kept up againft 
the Shaftlbury, their other batteries againft the fort continued 
through the day : the hofpital and burying-ground, with all their 
guns, butLally’s only with five, three of which were thofe againft the 
north ravelin, and the other two, wliich were the next to them, fired 
‘ moftly againft the fafeine battery, where they difabled two twelve 
pounders : a twenty-four pounder was likewife difmounted on the 
royal baftion ; the cafualties to the troops were 4 Euiopeans killed, 
and 9, with 3 Sepoys wounded. During the night, the garrifon, 
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the 
falient angle, and the covered fiip before the blind. The enemy 
continued their fap likewife ftill undifeovered, and worked In alter- 
ing their breaching battery ; but when they opened it again the 
next morning with five guns, the Ihot as before flew over, and they 
were again obliged to dole the embrafures. 
fcbriiary. This day was the firft of February : the fire of the two guns 
from the bar to the s. and the other to the N. at tlie fecond crochet, 
continued a crofting fire againft the Shaftlbury with much aim, and 
fometimes with red-hot Ihot, of which leveral went tlirough the 
hull. The Harlem likewile fired and helped to ruin her rigging. 
The fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns, 

and 
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and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them 1759. 
from the San Thome or fouth-caft baftion, burft; whilfl Mr. Pigot — ' 

the governor was there ; he and two orfier men were llightly wound- 
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft of the fiie on 
both fides continued as the day l^eforc, excepting fhat the enemy’s 
mortars were not lo ficquent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong- 
ing to the company, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where 
flie had flopped levcral boats coming from the northward to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near the road ; but feeing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, ftood out again to fea. A twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the fainting battery of the fort by its own fire on the 
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thofe who fufFered on the San - 
Thome baftion,- were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the 
garrifoii continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s 
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the 
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion. 

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the creft of the glacis, which they had been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their fhot 
ftill flew too high ; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed 
again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-ftiot of the 
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on 
fhore; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days. At 
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe were difeerned from 
the fteeple, advancing in the plain about five miles n.w. of the 
fort ; and foon after appeared the wdiole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Iffoof. The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein- 
forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the 
afternoon firing commenced, which Lifted until funfet. 
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The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma- 
homed IBbof to march round, and take poilehion of St. Thome, 
and from thence to come by the fea-ftiore into the fort ; or to pe- 
HCtrate wherever elfe they fbould fee an opening ; the intention of 
this junftion was to concert meafures for a general attack on the 
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher, 
and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be 
made by a fally of the united force from the fort ; but Prefton’s 
aimy, after being furnifhed with money and four days provifions, 
which the garrilon could fpare, weie to march out and encamp 
abroad again ; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 
whilft the garrifon at the fame time fallied upon the enemy’s works. 
This projedf was fcarcely feafible ; for the enemy, knowing the 
junftion in the fort, would be on ftria guard in all their polls. 
Prefton, although he difipproved the feheme, was as foheitous as 
the governor to carry it into execution; but the Polygars had failed 
to fupply the provifion of rice they had promifed, which obliged 
the array to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and 
detained them three days at Trimliwalh until the morning of the 
2d ; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thome between 
the black town and the Mount, notwithftanding the whole body of 
the enemyls cavalry were lying in the way, at Viparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearing of their approach, took a detachment of 300 European in- 
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, fiom the blr.ck town, and 
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Bufly, and moft of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onward m the plain towards Pref- 
ton’s force, who feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide of a 
long morals foimed by paddy fields, which interfedted the whole ex- 
tent of the plain from weft toeaft : the cavalry with Prefton, to avoid 
the enemy’s cannonade, kept at a diftance in the rear ; but the in- 
fantry drew up under the flielter of banks' which continued along 
the edge of the morafs. Mr. Lally made feveral motions to intice 
them to crofs ; but they were not feduced : on which he took poft 
at three o’clock in a fpot of ground covered by hedges and trees, 

and 
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and opened' his cannon acrofs the morafs, aldiougli at the dif- 
tance of looo yards, which were anfwered by only fix three- 
pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both fides, fired 
Ibmetimes likewlfe with their fmall arms : but the horle were never 
near each other. From the advantage of fituatidh, notwithftanding 
the difparity of the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not 
much exceed the enemy’s, being 1 5 Sepoys, one European, and 
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded; whereas the enemy 
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead on the plain. At fun- 
fet they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. Lally likewile remained 
with the detachment of inhintry ; and Prefton, for want of provi- 
fions, returned to Trimliwafh. 

In the night the enemy threw fewer fhells than ufual: from 
the morning of the ad to the morning of the 3d, was the firft day 
fince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. The pioneers of the garrifon continued the twd mines : 
they who were at work under the blind difeovered no figns of the 
fap they fufpedted ; but the miners, who were pufhing under the 
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the right under the call face of the glacis, which it'was 
fuppofed they had relinquifhed fince it foiled on the 23d. At day- 
break they fprung this mine on the infide of the covered way, 
through the counterfearp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu- 
vette; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag- 
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy ; but 
the explofion itfelf blew up none ; ncverthelefs, to deftroy many 
men feemed the only intent ; for if it Was meant to facilitate the 
defoent into the ditch, their approaches were not flifficiently for- 
ward to attempt this operation ; fince the excavation was entirely 
commanded by the three innermoft guns in the flank of the royal 
baftion, of which all the feven being covered on the flank by the 
oreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the 
VoL. II. K k k enemy*!* 



4 .7» The War op Coromandel. Book X. 

1759. enemy’sr cannon, and none of their mortars had chanced to light 
them ; fo that all remained in perfect condition, and the 
enemy, before they fprung the mine, fhould have raifed a battery 
in the fame direftion, on the creft of the glacis, to take off thele 
defences. Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from 
two erabrafures of their breaching battery in the falient angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe ; 
their other batteries likewife ilackened, and their mortars ftill more. 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low- 
eiing the einbrafures of their breaching battery; the garrifon,, 
bcfides the repairs of the demi-baftion, againft which the greatefl 
part of the enemy’s fire had been directed, worked at their two 
mining galleries. The cafualties of the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed, 
and one wounded. 

At day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching 
battery on the creft of the glacis, and for the firft time fired from all 
the fix embrafures, which, although fomething lowered, ftill remained 
too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftions ; and the endea- 
vour neceflary to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti- 
tions of tlieir fire. The two embrafures in. the left of the battery bore 
on the north-eaft, the other four on the demi-baftion. The n. e, 
returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none ; for the 
embrafures were clofed, in order to let the workmen thicken the 
parapet within ; and tlieir fire was much better fupplied by the four 
kuiermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon which not a 
gun in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from any 
other, could bear ; and the gunners, fenfible of their fecurity, fired 
with deliberate aim, whilft the three guns on the N. e. baftion conti- 
nued hotly on tlieir oppofites, and both together obliged the enemy 
in lefs than an hour to withdraw their guns, and clofc the em- 
brafures ; nor did they attempt to open them again duiing the reft 
of the day. At feveu the gaiety carrying on towards this battery 
having been pufhed to the banquet of the covered way fell in at the 

end 
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end there, and the light came in ; but the miners flopped the hole *759* 
fo foon^ that the enemy did not dilcover the mirchance. The gal- 
lery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from hence a return 
made to the fight, from which it was again continued ftreight for- 
ward under the glacis. In the night, the eneifty had withdrawn 
the two twenty-four pouiiders from the bar, in order to replace others, 
which had been difabled in the north front of the attack ; they 
however fubflituted a llx-pounder to check any Tally from the fort. 

The cclTation of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftejfbury from the 
greateft moleftation Ihe had endured, by which feveral of her men 
had been killed and wounded, her hull (hot through in many places, 
and all her mafls and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, fhe had moved from her flation under the guns of the 
s. E. or San Thom6 baflion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gatc. The French (hips continued at their 
anchors out of gun-fhot ; fo that all the annoyance which (he re- 
ceived through the day was a (hot now and then from the fmgle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Againft the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but tlie two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the hofpital battery with lefs 
frequency: all the enemy’s firfl-rate bombs were expended, and 
moft of the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few (hells of eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a floop 
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a fupply of (lores. 

During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of muiketry upon 
the covered w^ay, and the garrifon, befides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The caflialties of the night and day were one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and 
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the demi-baflion. 

Early in the morning of the 5th, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three fmaller velTels, got under fail from their flation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall (loop, and ftand- 
ing to the fouthward were out of fight before the evening. The 
caufe of their fudden departure, was a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral (hips of force had been feen off Negapatam. At fun- 
K k k a iho, 
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1759. rife, the enemy again opened their breachmg battery, but before 
they had fired three rounds were obliged to ciofe it again by the fame 

® V : before. At nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig- 

nified that Preflon’s and Mahomed Iflbofs army were arrived there 
from Trimliwaifli ; they had before reprefented the neceflity of re- 
maining at a diflance until fupplied with ammunition and flores 
from Chuiglapett, provifions from the country, and money from 
Madrafs. Mr. Pigot ordered them- at all events to attempt the 
effort fo often recommended of marching into the fort ; but, left it 
ftiould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro- 
pean horfe, with captain Vafferot, each carrying a thoufand pa- 
godas, who crofled the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and a 
large fire. The fire of the enemy’s batteries was flacker than ufual 
in the day, their ftiells very few, and little mulketry in the night. 
Neverthelefs the cafualties until the morning of the 6th, were 
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro- 
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded. 

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent during the 6th; nor 
had they fepaired the damages it had fuftained ; but in Lally’s, of 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 30th of the laft month, fix embra- 
fures appeared to have been reftored to good condition for fervice ; but 
fo manyof the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the hoipital, to 
furnifti the embrafures at Lally’s, which, however, they did not 
open until the next day ; fo that their fire thb day was from fewer 
guns than in any fince they hegair the fiege, confifHng only of the 
four guns at the burying ground, and two in the Lorrain battery 
but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already eftabliflied 
at the fccond crochet. All their cavalry, European, as well as the 
black, were obferved filing off to the Choultry Plain and Sepoys,, 
with guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that way from the 
black town. The night pafled without Ikirmilh, for the enemy 
were not heard at work on Ae creftof the glacis ; but their mortars 
i continued;. 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 

la the morning of the 7th the enemy began to dre, as was ex- 
peAed, from Lally’s battery, but only from four of the embrafures 
and with a mortar on the right, all bearing upon the demi and 
north-eaA baftions, which together returned iix guns : the other 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night ; 
during which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar- 
rilbn': two guns were difabled on the north^eall baftion ; two Bu*' 
-ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded. 

Notwithftanding the inefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient angle of the 
demi baftion from top to bottom ; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery 
officers to ^ve their opinion on the feafibility of ftorming this 
breach, and declared his own of fuccefs ; but the officers confider- 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the de- 
feent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was 
eafy, and that the defeent into the ditch and paffage acrofs it had 
been rendered very pradicable by the mine they had fprung in the 
covered way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex~ 
plofion had filled up a fufficient fpace at the end of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch ; but a rank of 
ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and 
having hitherto received no damage muft be torn down by hand, 
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach ; who during 
the defeent into the ditch would be expofed, without the cover of a 
fingle gabion on the Bank, to the fire of the north-eaft baftion 
and of mulketry from the blind before it j to fix guns in the 
curving flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms 
firom the eaponiere which led acrofs the ditch to the north ravelin ; 
and the havock of thefe two fifes would continue without the leaft- 
sefiftance or interruption upon the troops whilft aflkulting the 
breach itfelf. From thefe circumftances the officers declared the 
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J759. l>reach« although pra< 3 :icable, inacceffible; but added, what thcjr 
February 'vere not afked, that fiom a comparifon of the forces, the profe- 
cution of works to quell the fire of the place would only facrifice 
the lives of many men without the leaft probability of fuccefs. 

The only variation in the attack during thctSth, was the addition 
of one gun on Lally’s, which now fired with five. The force with 
which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the mount liad 
collcftcd in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 
at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon 
the Brifiol anchored off St. Thom6 returning with flores from Pon- 
dicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that (he might have brought 
a fupply of large fliells, the governor propofed that the Shaftlbury, 
reinforced with forty foldiers from the fhore, ftiould attack her. 
Captain Iiiglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity ; but his 
marts were fo much damaged, that it required the repair of two 
days before he could fet a fail. No annoyance, excepting mortars, 
parted between the befiegcrs and the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front of the blind before the north-eaft 
baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this 
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a direftion 
forward towards the palmyra palliiado, of which the enemy were 
in pofleflion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting 
againrt the eaft face of the covered way. Two cxplofions of powder 
had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall of fhells during 
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two Europeans and one Sepoy wounded ; but no gun 
was difmounted. 

In the three lart days, information had been received from Captain 
Prerton, that Major Calliaud was approaching with a reinforcement 
from the fouth ; and thefe were the firrt advices concerning him, 
which had reached either Prerton or the garrifon fince his departure 
toTanjore,; for every letter which he had written palling through the 
enemy’s country, had been either intercepted by them, or carried far 
away by the meflTengers.' A variety of untoward incidents had pro- 
' traded the execution of his commirtion. He embarked at nine in 

the 
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the morning on the ift of December in a common maffoolah, which 
haJonly fix rowers and the fteerfraan ; he was accompanied by Mr. 
Bofwell the furgeon, as his interpreter, arid one fervant. In a 
few hours after they were at fca, a hard gale of wnd arofe, in 
-which they could’ not fibow the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars ; 
neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by 

o’clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotab, which is by the 
fca one bundled and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers 
were fo much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them 
from putting afhore ; and they grounded on the ftrand within half 
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and fome 
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con- 
tinuance of the ftorm, and before day-break put to fca again ; but 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and 
continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon,'t 
when they landed at Tnmquebar. The rains had overflowed the 
rivers, which remained impafl’able until the 12th. On the 14th 
Calliaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained tliree days by the bad weather. On the 1 7th 
he reached the city. 

The king of Tanjore, when more clofely prefled by Captain 
Jofeph Smith to furnifh the 1000 horfe requefted of him by the 
prefidency in December, pleaded the ravages which his country, 
had lately fuftered from the Frencli army, and demanded 200,00a 
rupees before- hand; at length he more plainly faid, that he thought 
tlie Englilh. did not care what befell the territory of their allies,, 
provided they could defend their own : but as be could not alledgn 
tills indifference to himfelf when attacked by the French ; he cited 
the unconcern with which' they had fuffered the French to take 
eveiy fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot,. 
without making any efforts to proteil: them ; although he knew that 
riie prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing, 
their own revenues. 

Major Calliaud found the king in the fame temper, fb pre- 
poflefled of the decline of the Englilh fortune, that he neglefled the 
c ufual. 
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ufual attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and inftead of a 
houle, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference, 
the king faid he had fufiiciently expofed himfelf to the re- 
fentment of the French, if Madrafs fhould fall, by the aflillance 
he had already lent with Mahomed IlToof, which were 300 
horfe ; but not paid by himlelf : neverthelefs he was willing to lend 
400 more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears : Cal- 
llaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French 
hoftages whom the king had detained ; but the king refufed, and 
let them depart on the 19th, as it were, in his light. Never- 
thelefs, the horfe were fo neceflary that Caillaud determined not to 
take offence whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the 
moft confidcrable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfadled 
the greateft part of the Company’s exchange througliout the province : 
but their Agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe Ihould be 
ready in four days, if the money were paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who profered a loan, but 
propofed to furnilh it in coins, and at rates, which would have 
produced a lofs of 25 per cent. Thefe dilappointments obliged 
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on 
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another (hop 
of Buccangee’s houfe eftablilhed there : he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the 20th, 
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this Ihort but 
tempeftuous palfage, had been brought to bed at lea. At the fame 
time Seid Muftoon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi- 
nopoly, and expcfled to be met, as ufual, upon the road ; but the 
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail of the lady, had 
convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing but 
tlie defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Englilh government 
to expofe the prince of their alliance to fuch rifr^ues and dil^elles ; 

and 
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and ditjier from the malignant pleafure of infulting hi$ fuwrior irt *759* 
diftrefe, or from his dread of the French, if.thcy (ho^ild prove p^reary, 
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Na^ into tlie 
city, or to pay him a vifit without the wails: nor heeM the re- 
prefentations of Calliaud endeavouring to corre£^ his contumacy/ 

The news likewife frightened the Ihroff atTritchinopoIy (b niuch, that 
he retradted his promife, and refufed tcHRipply money upon jury terms. 

However, 50 of the horle were affembled at Condore dn the bank of 
the Coleroon, 10 miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the reft to follow, went Either likewife. The next 
day, which was the aSth, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, which 
he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, pafted by 
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the ift ofr January he received 
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob from Madrafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by the prefidency to defray the expeuces of the garrifon of Trit- 
chinopoly : but although this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay, 
the king fent out no more horfe. On the 5th, major Calliaud vi- 
lited the Nabob at Aimapettaby and accompanied him to Font//, a 
village 7 rinles from Tanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained .them the two fuccee(Ung days, during which major Cal- 
liaud wept again to the city, when his exhortations, feconded by the 
appearance of the efcort, prevailed ; and the king viftted the Nabob 
on the 8|h with the uiual ceremonies in a choultry on the road. 

Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter- 
ritory, and at his earneft requeft, judieioufly put himfelf at the head 
of the efcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly : they arrived 
there on' the loth, but Caillaud returned the next day to Condore ; 
w'here no more horle had hitherto joined the firft party ; his letters 
and mefl&ges, for he refolved not to vifit the king again, availing as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country ; and ozj his 
departure exprpfled, intending it fhould be conveyed, the utmoft indig- 
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Cwidore to 
VoL. LH . ^ improve 
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1 759* im|)roVO jufvantageous change which might happen in his dtl]^ 
iitioh, s^ihe king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, lent 
e luary* the hcMffe vwth Icribei to clear their accounts ; 

on which Calliaud returned on the aift to Condore, and advancing- 
them fifteen days pay, they croffed the Colerodn the next day, 
and on the 2^d moved to^rimalvedy, a fort belc^ging to the 
Arielore polygar, on the ’ ySk of the river, about 5 miles above 
Condore. Here he propcAd that they Ihould proeeed la miles far- 
ther that day ; but they halted parlying for more pay until the a5th, 
when they marched ao miles to Mongalpaddy, a village fttU in the 
diftri^s of Arielore ; where they were joined by three companies of 
Sepoys firomTritchinopoly. Tlie whole arrived and halted the next 
day at Volcondidi, arid on the 25th reached Thiagar : here the horle 
refofed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which thn 
king had promifed, and f^ed to fend. They were however fa- 
tlsfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted another 
day’s halt m expeflation of fome of their neccffaries which were 
not yet come up from Tanjore. On the 31ft they marched froms 
Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killidar 
Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahoined Ifibof, 
promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar : but none ap- 
peared. On' the rft; of February, Calliaud with his own troops 
reached Trivanalorfe, and the next day VUlaporam.. The partizan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppole 
their progrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence of their force, 
went off the fame day to Gingee.. The want of provhions detained 
Calliaud’s party at Viltaporum until the 4th and on the yth at 
noon they arrived at Chin^apet, both foot and horiib fb much fa- 
tigued, fi>r the 'march was feventy-five miles in three days, that 
they could: proceed no fiuther ; on which Calliaud left them there to 
lefirefh, and went away with his own attendants to the mount, where 
he drived at feven ^at night ; and as the elder ofiicer took the 
command of all the^ forces thbre, Prefton’s, Mahomed Iffoofa, '0d' 
AbduLwahab’s. 


The 



3 ookX.' Sisoj^ OF Fort Sr. 441 

. The moi^nt i< a ctaggy rock, of which is oblong from ' 1759. 

<eaft to weft, an 4 a mile round. It has two of which .that 

m the eaftward is much the higheft,, being has at * 

the, top a fmali level plot, in which ftands a chun^^ t]|<^|uhftitute of 
afm^oh moreantient ftru<Slure, dedicated by the aiii^nt^^iahs of 
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, er> 

s^eouily iuppofe to be the apoftle. A flight o£I:»rpaf 4 |lieps leading 
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hlli itfelf 
begins to round to the north. A vill^ of countty-hpufes, built jbj 
idle Englifti, extends from the foot of the mount about ($00 y^ds 
to the eaft, and coufifts two rows of houfes fituated.in gardens 
fep^rated by a lane. The row which laces the fimth fronts a pleafant 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the 
other, where they ikirt the lane, are on. a ftrait line. The enclofiire 
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was the garden -houfe 
of Colonel Lawrence ; it occu|Hed 100 yards to the plain* and, 
as all the others of this row, the fame extent bacltwind . to the 
lane ; the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all inclofed 
with walls, but Tome with banks and hedges ; all however capable 
of fomei defence. The laft inclofure in this row, which from its 
owner lyas called Carvalho’s garden, prt^efled 50 yards frrther out 
to the isaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front tow, of which 
in confi|quence it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 yards 
out on plain to the fouth, diredly oppofite to Carvalho’s, ftood 
the ruit^ of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees fiirsounding 
a fmall| brick building, which had once contamed a Iwamy, or 
idol. This ftafron flanked the ground before the front row of in- 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftreight line from the eaft, and tarminated at the bottom of the 
fteps leading to the fummit of the mount. On the right hand of 
the fteps was a cra^y path from the pl^n on the ibuth, and on the 
left hand an outlet leading rc^nd the north fide of the mount: 
contiguous to the path on the right, and within pift<d>ihot of the 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north ; 
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com- 
L 1 1 2 manded 
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manded ; obliqocly the opening of the path fiom the ibuth : a fpa*» 
ciOQS gat^v^y at thd bottom of the fteps fronted the lane between. 

The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had lefk 
at ^hinglapett,. were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys ; but the Eu- 
ropeans were only 103, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and 10 
witli Vaflcrot, troopers; the other 80 were mulketry, including 
officers ; the artillery were fix three-pOunders. Of the Sepoys, thofe 
from the garrifen of Chinglapett, ,and 700 of Mahomed IfiboPs* 
might be relied on; but little dependance could be placed on the reft, 
and lefs on the cavalry. In this convidion, Calliaud determined to 
rifijue little in the plain, but to defend the whole village ef tire 
mount, which afforded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
behind the fecond row of inclolures, required few precautions, be- 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach 
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy Ihould get 
pofleffion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetrate into 
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the 
firft row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another di- 
vifion of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Caravalho’s garden as the 
decifive poft, and ftationed in k: 60 of the European mulketry with 
four of the field-pieces. The two other field-pieces, with the 20 
other European firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, were pofted at the fwamy- 
houfe ; the inlets of diis poft were barricaded, and the walls of the 
mud-houfes were lowered to prapets for the mulketry, and 
where neceffary ftill lower for the field-pieces, but time and 
means were wanting to inclofc them either with a ditch or palli- 
fiides. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diftributed in the gardens 
of the front tow facing the Ibuth, but the greateftpart in Lawrence’s 
to the eaft, and a communication was prepared between all thefe 
enclofures by openings in the walk of reparation. The remaining 
500 Sepoys were ftationed tO'4efend the inlets to the upper end 
the lane, at the foot of tfie mount; feme in the two houfes there, 
others on the fteps, others at the gate, and others in dilferenb prrs 
of die rock itfelf. The black cavalry had encanrped along tl« north 

fide 
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fide of the ttiotmt, and were ordeied to hold thqajfehtes in ieadine& f J559* 
to adt as occafitm Ihould require. ' ■^F^brSy* 

" With the dawn of the next day, which was tfid the enemy 
were jfilcerned approaching irv two large bodies.^ • Thd^^oae con- 
fiftingof laoo Sepoys, and 500 black horie, advantted- from jthe 
Marmetong, or SanThom6 river, towards the eaft end oflchemliage,^ 
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by thrat of ^ 
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per^ 
ceived at two miles diftance on the pl^ to the fouth. This body* 
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry, 
and 600 European infantry : the cavalry was in the center in 
two ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, the huffars 
on the left. The infantiy were equally divided on each fide of the 
cavalry, and both divifions had two field-pieces on each of their 
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the 
other four, fix-pounders. The whole was commanded by a relation 
of Mr. Lalj^’s, of the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel. The- 
black horft with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the 
^rden walls ; they were crowded, according to their cuftom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth. Abdulwahab prefoited himfelf with feeming 
refblution At their head, and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vaf* 
ferot, rode'^on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before- 
their infaiftry ; and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own- 
fhould waH until they came in a line with the flank, fire of the fidd- 
pieces at tfie iwamy houfe : but when they were within 1000 yards,, 
where thc^ground began to take an afcent towards the garden walls, 
although fearcely perceptible in a lefs fpace, die whole body of the 
black cavaftywithCalliaud'fet off fcampering, fhouting, and flourifhing 
their fabres. The French cavalry came on to meet them at a round 
trot; but halting fuddenly, the firflr rank difcharged their carbines,, 
by which four of five horfes> and as many men, were brought to.the 
ground, on which'the whole, excepting. Calliaud and the 10 troopers,, 
went off at once, fbme^ efcaping along the fide of the mount 'to their 
right, but others turning, prefled into the path in their.rear, which J^ed’ 
into the head- of the at> the foot of the fteps» and pulhed acrofs it 

by 
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1759. by outlet, to the plain on the north of the mount. The 

^TT'' — ' French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within 
readi of the flank fire of the field-pieces at the fwamy houie, which 
falling amongft the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them 
to check and turn badt ; botthe huflars on the left, not feeling Co 
much of this annoyance, ifisflsed cD, ^rod purfuedthe fugitives throug^i 
the opening into the upper end of the lane, where they immediatdy 
tell under the fire of the 500 fepoys pofted in the different ftations 
m that part of the mount and in the two houfes, which drove them 
with as much precipitation as thofe they were purfuing, through 
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped round th» 
mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparated, 
in the plain to the fouth. Cailiaud, with the troopers, retreated to 
the indofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re- 
ceived a ball in the breaft, fell under him at the gate. As foon as 
the Huflars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in 
the fame order as before, and halted at the difliance of 600 yards ; 
the divifion of infimtiy on the right, oppofite to the fwamy houfe; 
the other on the left, over againft the laft inclofures at the foot of 
the mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divifions font 
forward their field-pieOes 200 yards nearer, which began a brifk and 
indiferiminate cannonade againft the garden walls, and the poft at the 
fwamy houfo, which was anfwered with effefl only by the two 
field-pieces at this poft ; for the fire of the fepoys, even here as well 
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and nevertbelefo could not be 
reftrained. ^ean while the body of enemy’s troops to theeaft halted 
behind a ridge, which extended at the diftance of 400 yards, op- 
pofite to Catvalho’s garden, againft which their fepoys kept up a 
conftant and ufelefs fire of rauft^ry, which neverthelefs was often 
anfwered from the four fidd>-jneces in the garden. 

Colonel Lally feeing no e&fl from his field-pieces againft the 
garden-walls to the fouth, and the danger of ftorming them, 
before the advanced poft at the fwamy houfe was carried, de- 
tached at nine o’clodc loo* Europeans from the divifion of infiiu- 
itry on the right, to attack it at the pulh of Jbayonet j but the fire 
^ of 
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of the two ^Id'-pieces, and the muiketiy thei^« im% them fo 
that they broke wifhjn 30 yards of the poft, and, retreat^ with pre- 
cipitation t(^ their divifion, which on this re^ulfe^ If^^rred again 
to their field-pieces. Calliaud, neverthelefs, was conviDcec^ that 
the p<^ would be foon attacked again, and cov^d not be main- 
tained throughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field- 
pieces. At ten the enemy fent a ftronger detachment to n^e ano- 
ther attack, who were beat oH^ as the firft ; and half an hout after,, 
another attack was made by aoo of the dl^on, who wereiikewite 
repulfed ; but thefe fucceffes had fo much elated the defenders, that 
all the fepoys, with mofl of the Europeans, accompanied by enhgn 
Airey himfelf, rufhed out to purfue the detachment ; who, as if 
by defign, retreated faft, and led them 300 yards into the plain : 
two troops of horfe, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in- 
fantry, chanced at this moment to be j\iA behind the remaining Eu- 
ropeans of the divifion to the right ; and feeing the advantage, fet 
off at full gallop and fell fword in hand upon the purfuers, before 
they had time to form in proper order to refift the fhock. All were 
in an inffai^t fcattered, and many were cut down before they reached 
the fwamy houfe ; when, altUough'fai^, they did not think them- 
felves fo, b^e leaving the field- piece, ran out on the other fide Co gain tint 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which flood open before them ; but before 
they got thjere, the troopers galloping round the eaft fideof the poft, fell 
upon thenf again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
by aftfong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Iflbof feeing the 
difafter hap ranged along the walls. The furprize, for fcveral fell,, 
deprived the cavalry likewife of the recolieftion to return, and take 
ihelter behind die cover at the fwamy houfe ; but they galloped a- 
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho’s gar- 
den, wliere Caillaud feeing them coming, met them with the fire of 
the 4 field-pieces in this poft : but the gunners having hitherto only 
ufed ball, forgot to change their charge for grape fhot, which greats 
ly dimlnifhed the.execution j for the cavalry pafTed within 30 yards 
of the angle, and continued galloping onward to the north eaft, un- 
til out of reach, when they turned in the rear of tl^ Sepoys be- 
hind 
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hind the ridge. However fome of them fell ; but all the lofs they 
had fdf&red was much lefs than the havock th<^ had made ; for 
had killed or ‘cut down more than a hundred, but moftly 
^|)oys. 

The right divilion of the enemy’s infantry with their field-pieces im- 
mediately took pofleflion ofthedefertedpoft ; their left likewile advanc- 
ed fomething nearer the inclofures on their fide, and both began a hot 
cannonade againfi the garden walls, which being flight, but of brick, 
were eafily. perforated. The Sepoys within took fhelter behind* the 
houfes, ready to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon, 
one or" other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed ; and 
the’fe cafualries, although few, difpirited many, who took everyoppor- 
tunity to quit their flacions, and fleal into the back enclofures,'from 
whence they efcaped round the mount, and haftened far from the 
field. Of the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
fince the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between themfelves and the enemy’s fhot. At noon a party 'was 
difeerned advancing from’ the San Thomd river, with a piece of 
cannon drawn by .many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun- 
der. The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fhot, 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers fevbral times to 
unyoke the reftive, and at lafl to throw them all off, when the Laf- 
cacs alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, where 
the Sepoys had taken poft, it could not be made ule of behind it ; 
and whM they were drawing it farther forward into the plaur, fe- 
veral fhot which took place amongft them interrupted ‘their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper ftation, and at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank ; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach, fo for, and 
feveralof the men ferving them were killed by thefhot, and wounded by 
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hotten than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi- 
fion cm the left, as the fwamy houfe, with the appearance of af- 
fault, but only to draw the unncceflary ’fire of the Sepoys which 
5 always 
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aiways fuceceded ; and it became fortunate that fo many jiad quitted, , 1759. 

even the beft who remained could not be reftrained from firing 
onetery motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clocjcin the afternoon, 
the perfeverance of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewife 
to diminiih it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at funfet it 
ceaied totally, and they were feen yoking, and fbon after drew off 
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward : the eighteen-pounder 
.eeafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight was moie joyful 
than they fufpeded to the troops in the village, for Calliaud h^ juft 
before received information, that the mulket ammunition was ex- 
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape- 
fhot, left for each of the field pieces ; lb that no retreat could have been 
made, if prefted by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had crolTed the river of San Thom)6, and began to take up 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the 
mturn of the Ipies at eight at nig^t, Calliaud marched away with all 
that remained of his force, in fdence, for .fear of the enemy’s cavalry, 
and left^fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they arrived at 
yendalqor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had run away with 
lb much buriy, that they reached Chiiiglapett before noon. To rejoin 
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his maf$h (he next day, and arrived there in the evening, where all 
the -Sewys, who had not intirely delerted, were likewife aflembled. 

Of tholiwiopeans, feven were killed dead, and 13 wounded. It.was not 
fo ealy ^ afoer^in -the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys ; but by the reports 
of thofe<who held out through the aflion, it was computed that fifty 
were.kilkdion thefpot, and about 150 were brought away wounded. 

The loft of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be 50 Eu- 
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavaliy. The firing of the 
aAiwi was heard in the fort, anti leveral parties at difforent times of 
the day were ften goiqg towards the mount, and not a few palankins 
and doolies returning from it with the wounded. 

Notwithftanding the draughts which had lieen made for this at- 
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than 
might havcrbeen expeifted, although not fo frequent as the day be- 
* VoL. II. M m m fore, 
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1759. ' fore, but both their fhot and fliells were directed againft the buiM- 
^TT '' — ' higs. The Shaftefbiiry was not ready to weigh and bear down upbn 

the Briftol, at anchor in the road of St. Thome, before the night 
clofed, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boars which 
could be aflcinbled in unloading her ftores, and for more difpatch 
jnit a pait of them on board of the lloop which was in the road 
Avhen (he arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
pafled and anchored near her ; neverthelefs (he had not difehatged 
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftefoury fet fail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the 
fervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pofts to the fouthward 
of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
brought off fome ammunition, and in their return (et fire to the ga- 
bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene- 
my’s mortars continued fparingly through the night, but as in the 
day againft the houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours j but the numbers of the garrifon were by this 
time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier 
company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to 
furnifh a proportion to the guards of the different polls. 

^ y The next day, which was the loth, the enemy fired with four 
/ guns and one mortar from Lally’s, three guns foom^ ;j|he burying- 
ground, two from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecoud crochet : the guns at Lally’s fired fmartly, but mofl of 
the (hot from hence, as well as the (hells from all the three mor- 
tars, were, as the day before, directed againft the buildings, which 
were much rent and (battered. The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafure in the 
falbine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf ; it was in- 
tended to fweep the Brand, along which the enemy might approach 
under cover of the bank of (and which forms the beach and (lops the 
fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle 
was this day corapleated : it had l)een pulhed* 90 feet from the coun- 
ter-fcarp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach- 
ing 
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ing batteiy, wh«i a fhort return was made on dpc& 'hand from' the'’ 
end, and in a chamber at the end of each return i»ras laid a box, 
containiiig’ioo j)ounds of powder, to which' tlui 'fedciflbns 'Were 
fixed. The gallery before" the blind was fufficienyi^'adyimced to- 
wards the'fea-fide'to cr^s any approach under ground’ lioj'th^’ blind, 
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten '"ie« oh the 
outfide of the eaft face of the covered way, parallel to which' it '^vas 
intended to prolong the branch to the north, m order to difooVer 
and'meet the enemy if working under ground in this part. ' Ih the 
morning the Cuddalore floop belonging to the Company retuftied' 
into the road, which (he had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in regaining the diftance (he had failed in one : orders were Im- 
mediately fent off to her by a catamaran ; in ccHifbquence of which 
file bore down into the road of St. Thoixi6, and attacked the two 
finalLvefifels lying there, which had not yet landed all the (lores 
they had received from the Briftol. The vefiels, after receiving a 
few (hot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within lod yards of the 
(hore ; the Cuddalore followed them as near as (he could, when a 
party of mulketry, with two field-pieces', came to the (Irand, and’ 
began to fire on her j by which the crew, who wer?* (ill" Eafears, 
were fo inluch frightem d, that they could hardly be prevailed on to 
(land the deck : the mafter, therefore, bore away, and in the even- 
ing aochlred again before the fort. The fire of the day and nighf 
wounded two Ecuropeans. and one Sepoy, and difabled a a^' pounder 
on the demi.baftion. 

On the nth the enemy’s fire contmued from the fame cannon 
and mortera as the day before, but more brilkly. The Cuddalore 
floop bore down again in the mornbg upon the rw6 vcflels in the 
road of Sts. Thome, and was again' beat off by' the fame fire ftqm the 
(hore. The outward embrafure of the fafciiib battery in tlie furf 
was compleated, and pallifadoes ftaked in ftoUt of it : a range of 
trees were lud before the pallifadoes, and others albUg the (hbulder 
of the batt^ in the furf itfelf. The’cafiialtiei in the day and bight 
wer^ two ,E]^pems‘aiid one Sepoy killed, ahd' four £hropeah'« ind' 
M m m a one 
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one Segoy wounded ; a twenty-four pounder iWis difabled on the 
royal 

. Cacue fire continued on the i ath, but with more efieA, difabling 

f\:)f; guns. Before tliis time all the original parapet of the K. £. baffion 
had been battered away; and fo much of the body of the haftion itfelf 
crumbled, that die outfide of the gabions and :&nd-bag$, which had 
been fubdituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the line of the inflde of the original parapet ; and in 
the afternoon of this day a ftiot from a twenty-i^r pounder on 
Lally’s battery came <|uite through the gabions, and wtounded a cen- 
tinel in the baAion ; four other {Europeans and ^e Sepoy were 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thole 24 hours. 

At three in the morning of the •13th, a party from the enemy's 
trenches, eonfifting of 30 codmes, advanced along the fea-iide ifrom 
the ftockad^, of which they were in pofleflbn, intending to florm and 
nail up the guns in the battery. Th^ were led by a ferjeant 
chofen for his bravery^ with the promife of a commiflion if the at- 
tempt fuccceded. The party was .difeovered when within 30 yards 
of the work, on which they halted, probably to form for the pufh, 
and in this fhort interval received two rounds of grape-fhot from the 
embrafure next the breach, the execution of whicii threw them into 
fuch c<mfufi6n,'that they all ran back to the trenches, leavii^ feven 
dead, and the ferjeant ^fpertfely woimded. Upon thisl^rm, the 
drums heat to arms, .End all the garriibn ai|d inhabitants ttpakei 
their feveral pods : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
and returned by the etiemy fmm the trenches, for fame time after 
the party was repulfkL The feijeant crawled into the covered way, 
where he was tdten up, told w^t he knew of the enemy’s inten« 
tions, and died JMoredey-break. 'Htis day the enemy ceafed firing 
from tl|e three gens die l^etiraia hatteiy, by whi^^ the numhdir 
of their cannon Was reduced to ^hces ; but the five ki Ltify^s 
fired very brifkJy: theit three ntorfnrs continued as befiire 
the 4ay» hut very fperiagly during fhon^ht, which; gav^ fisfpidoft 
that riiey h# trenchta,; and beibit 

t.' 1 '*> f at 
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at three o*clock in the morning, it was difconreredthat they had ad- 
vanced feme gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palmyra ftoc- 
kade, which indicated that they either intended to bring cannon agaiiift 
the fafeine battery, or to advance by traverfes under cover of the 
beach which was fleep, and then attack the covered way and the 
fafeine battery together : a ftrong fire was kept up from the fafeine 
battery upon the ftockade, and the gabions they had advanced until 
the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted in the 
fort, but three Europeans were kUled, and four, with one Sepoy, 
wounded. The mine under the enemy’s battery at the falient at^k 
of the covered way was compleatly ftopt up before noon ; and three 
pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the 
counterfearp in readinefs to make the cxplofion. 

It being difeovered at day-break of the 14th, that the enemy had 
renewed their gabions beyond the ftockade, a fally was made upon 
them at fun-rife. "A fubaltern and 15 men went along the covered 
•way till they came upon the flank of the ftockade, 40 men with 
two captains advanced diredlly in front of it along the glacis, fol- 
lowed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms. The two 
parties attacked at the fame inftant, and their firft fire drove the 
enemy from the ftockade, and continue finng forwards from it on 
all that appeared ; at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal, the 
demi, and V. B. baftion, plyed the trenches with grape foot, and all 
together dbterred the enemy from venturing out of them, which 
gave the jnoneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the fea, and 
to fpread and level the earth they contained. After which, the 
whole detachment returned unmoiefted into the covered -way, 
having only two men flightly wounded. The enemy’s fire con- 
tinued as the day before, but they threw very few ftells in the night, 
during which they worked hard in replacing the gabions which had 
been overlet in the morning, and endeavoured to compleat the tra- 
verfe firom them towards the furf ; but the fire of a twelve-pounder 
from the fafeine battery, and the foellsfrom the demi baftion, con- 
tinually interrupted their work. In the evening the IXligent and 
a floop with ftores from Pondicherry anchored in the road of St. 

2 Thome ; 
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1759. Thome; and on their appearance 15 (iiilors which had been taken 
lebruary. of\the Shaftfbury to ferve in the garrifon, with 30 more Eu- 
were fent on board with orders to Captain Inglll's to beas* 
down, and attack thefe veliys. The decks of the Shaftfbury being 
lumbered with goods, flie did not get under fail until 1 1 o’clock at 
nigiit, and was too foon difcovered by the two veflels, which immedi- 
ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the Ibuth- 
ward to be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and 
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. A twenty- four pounder 
on*the demi baftion was l^ilit in the muzzle by one of the enemy’s 
fhot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party of 
■foldiers, with an officer, had been difeerned from the Aeeple dc- 
molifhiug the governor’s garden-houfe, and in the afternoon of this 
day they fet fire to the village of Chipauk which flood at the back 
of the garden^ between the bar of the river and the village of Trip- 
licane. 

The next day, which was the 15 th, the enemy’s fire was very 
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Lally’s, four at the burying- 
' ground, and two in the Lorrain battery ; but it decreafed in the 
afternoon, and at 5 o’clock they only fired from three in Lally’s, 
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the two in the 
Lorrain battery: the fire of their moitars likewife flackened. Several 
ycamels and many coolies were feen pafling from St. Thome acrofs 
Egmore plain to' the Black town, baded, it was fuppoled, with am- 
muntion ; but a much greater number of coolies with all kinds of 
burthens palled from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the 
intelligence of a fpy, that the enemy were fending away their fuper- 
fluous flores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave 
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de- 
termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few Ihells, and con- 
tinued very quiet in their trenches during the night ; but the gartifbu 
fufpefling that_ they might be carrying on their gabions by the lea- 
fide, kept up a finart fire from the falcine battery upon the heatl of 
their fap unfcU a p’clpck in the mormpg, when the moon gave fufr 
Relent light ^ djfcpver, th^ t^ey y^ere doing nothing .there ; on 

which 
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which the firing ceafed. At the ftme time, the fenemy’s guard in * 759 * 
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for ibme days had 
Only been ufed as a lodgement for mulketry, perceived and fired upon 
a party of Sepoys who were leveling the rubbiih at the foot of the 
derai baftion, wdiich had been beat down by the cannonade of the 
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran atvay, 
and 110 other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
work, which was however compleated by a party of Europeans. A 
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of the enemy's 
fliot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one 
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and - 
lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fliot. Two 
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the iith 
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march from Ching- 
lapett, with the troops under his command, in hopes of I'urprizing 
the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in pofleflion ; 
and requefting that money and ammunition might be lent to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore floop was immediately 
difpatched with 300 three-pound fliot, and 20,000 pagodas in money. 

This fum compleated 70,000, which had been fent out of the fort, 
fince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re- 
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal ; but, 
had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals colle 61 ed within the 
fort would have been much more than fufficlent to have anfwered 
all the expellees incurred for Its defence. Very different were the 
faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern- 
‘ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their 6 i{- 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although their own ; and from violence and mif- 
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the 
whole extent between Devi Cotah, Arcot, and Madrafs, had fumifhed 
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con- 
fumption of the enemy’s army employed in the fiege, whelae the 
pay of the common foldicrs was at this time fix weeks in arrear, and 

their 
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1759. their other neceflities equafly ill lupplied; who nevcrth^lels, not- 
' — — * withftoDding the difconteoted difcourfep of their officers, iUU more 
February. becaufe they had all got plunder, perfevered in their 

doty with unremitting fpirit and alacrity, and Mr. Lally Teems to 
have reTpeded their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the Tame 
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had always 
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoll contempt 
and Tevcrity, which they now revenged, juft as their (lender Tervices 
became moft important, by threatening to leave the army, if they 
wesre not immediately paid ; and fpreading their example by their 
correTpondence, 500, who had been polled with a few Europeans in 
the fort of TripafTore, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they faid, to coHetft their 
arrears. The -news viras brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, <Hi the 1 5th, and created much anxiety, becaule all the 
provifions which the army received, came by Tripaftbre, and might 
be eafily diverted by thefe malecontents. Few refrained from de- 
claring that the Tiege ought to be Immediately raifed ; but Mr. i«ally, 
to mrintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterpritc, until be had tried the Tuccefs of a.geaeral 
afiault, and talked as if the hour was mot ftr diftant. 

The next raomiirg, which was the i6tli, the enemy’s cannon, 
although not incrcafod in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. At ^ in the afternoon intelligence was broi^ht 
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a floop, which had juft anchored 
there, had fpoke on the 9th of the month in the iat. of 14’, with the 
(hips from Bombay, from which the Shaftfbury had feparated ; and 
that they had been Teen on the izth off DuraTapatam, 100 miles to 
the north of MadraTs. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix ihips 
were deTcryed in the n. e. ftanding towards the road ; neverthelefs 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until TunTet j 
and it bdmg Concluded, that, if they liad ever intended to make a 
general affault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein- 
fores^enls could be landed, every fbldler and inhabitant in the gar- 
jrifoix c^^le of ftanding to his arms repaired to their reTpedlive pofts, 

' • and 
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and as foon as it was dark a hot fire of midketiy from the north' 1759. 
f^e of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which — ’ 
they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the (hips, di- * 

fefted by Kghts held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The 
firing on Ihore frill continued, and at 2 in the morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the crefr of the glads, and in 
their pofrs and fap oppoiite to the n. b. bafricm and fafcine batteiy, 
although very ftrong before, grew flronger than ever, but their (hot 
flew too high : it be^n to fra(^en*foon after, when the blaze of fires 
were perceived in their trenches : at 3 all* their annoyances ceafed 
intirely, after which no motions of men were any longer diftin> 
guifhed r but ieveral large piles of wood in the rear of Lolly's battery 
were feen in flames. The eafiialties fince the preceding morning to* 
this time, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy lulled. 

At day-break the whole army were dHcovercd in full march from 
the weft fide of the Mack town towards the Choultry Plain,, and the 
greateft part had already croflM the northern river. They had-pre- 
vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and 
at 9 o'dock a party left for the purpoie made the explofion, which' 
intirely ruined both ; thefe works had coft the Company 30,000 
pounds and could not be reftored hi a twelvemonth'. The enemy 
Were then perceived marching on to the mount. The hurry of their 
retreat frived the black town from frie refolution which Mr. Lally 
had taken of reducing it to aihes, if compelled to raife the fiege. 

By noon the troops in the ihipp were all landed: they were, in- 
cluding officers, 600 men. 

Joy and curiofity carried out every one to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo much moleftation, for 
the enemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannon, 
j 8 or 24 pounders, were found in their pofra and works, of which 
26 were difabled ; but {even were in their carriages, and both in good 
condition^ Some fpare carriages were likewife left, and many 
cannot fhot, but no mortars, although feveral beds ; and many mili- 
tary ftores, with quantities of powder in calks and flsainiu bags, 

VojL 1 I» N n n were 
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1759. were found carelefsly fcattered in the trenches. They evacuated 
San Thom6, and whatever guards between this place and the fort, 
ruary, withdrawn at the fame time that the army left the black town.. 

The garrifon, as foon as certified of their departure, fent out parties 
«to the fouthward and to Egmorc, who cohered 19 guns more, 
moftly iron three pounders : fo that the whole number which the. 
enemy loft and left behind were 52 pieces of cannon. One hun- 
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many calks of damaged 
ammunition, were found in San Thome. But the ftrongeft proof 
of the hurry and confufion with which they railed the fiege, was the 
negleft of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who 
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black town, 
with a letter from Mr. Lally, recommending them to the care of 
the Englilh governor; they were received and treated with the 
fame attentions, as if they had belonged to the garrilbn, and moft of 
them afterwards recovered. 

The fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 
7,502 Ihells fronj their mortars, and threw 1990 hand-grenades:, 
the mulketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices were 
ufed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
5 mortars had been difmounted on the works. There remained in 
the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 cannon- 
balls, but only 481 Ihells, and 668 barrels of gun-powder. As 
many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works, 
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in 
the black town, as the garrifon had expended. The enemy con- 
fumed all the Ihells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pond!-, 
cherry, and threw of all forts 8000, of which by far the greateft 
number were directed againft the buildings, all of which lay to- 
gether in half the area within the walls, in the old town to the 
eaftward : and fcarce a houfo remained that was not opened to the: 
heavens. 

Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix 
lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed : one captain and one lieu- 
tenant died of ficknefo : 14 other officers were wounded, of whom 
I fome 
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fome dangeroufly ; and four were taken prilbners: in all 33. Of 1759- 
rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be- 'pj^ruar 
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpital, 20 
delerted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded; in all 
379 ; but many of the wounded recovered. Of the lafcars, who 
were natives ^fting in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217 
wounded, and 440 deferted. The lols in Europeans was more than 
reinftated by the troops brought in the (hips. 

The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappeared, re- 
linquiffied the fpecial authority which had been vefted in himfelf, 
to the ufual adminiftration of the council, of which he was prefident ; 
and received their thanks for the good effefts of his refolution and’ 
aftivity during the fiege : he had vifited the works every day, en- 
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thole ex- 
pofed to feverer fervices, with money. Ptovifions of all kinds in 
abundance, and of the beft condition, had been laid up, and as well 
as all the military ftores, were diftributed from the different ma- 
gazines, under the direftion of the members of the council, aflifted- 
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufinefs 
cftablilhed and continually preferved thefe details free of ^Met and’ 
•confufidn. 

The Prefidency, as foon as re-eftablilhed in its ufual forms, ac- 
knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and conftancy with which the 
garrilbn had fuftained every danger and fetigue ; and no men ever 
better deferved this teftimony, for fcarce a murmur had been ut- 
tered : all was emulation : All however acknowledged that the 
enemy, in proportion to their numbers compared with the ffrength 
of the garrifon and works, had pulhed the attack with unremitting 
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally refpefted the 
fdence and Ileadinefs of the defence. Indeed moft of the principal- 
officers of the Company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their 
general Colonel Lawrence, whom they ftill regarded' as their pre- 
ceptor in the fiege ; they were. Major Polier ; the Captains Pafcall, 

N.n n 2. Charles 
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1759. Cai»pl>eU, Beaver, Richard Smitii*, • Guttler, : de Beck, 

Fbiu^ F.reiA^jift,^il»fRflfejrat, .Bladci^.^Hiime, Donaldi Caniidjell, Greig. 

« and additional nvork was . executed withi .regularity 

ai^d/fdij^tieh under, die dire^n of Mr. Call the chief engineer, ' 
■s^QMgh dua waa the.f\rRj6cgcr, whether ,ofienlive or defenfive, in 
which h#}lKid Served. Captaqi Mflop,: who. waved with a company 
of the King's artiBery-tnen, at ,the'.£une 4 iiiii!'.'aa''Adiercroii^a regi- 
ment, was the fenior officer' in thb btandh pEb hhd ferved in Bergen- 
op-2oom<: ,The Company’s aardlleiy, ^aihidh farnilhadAll the cannon 
and ammunition, .was commanded hy Capt^n Robert Barker: even 
tho acknowledged that the pron^titode and executiou of the 

fit«:from./the .ffirt was Biperior to^thdcoWti : whatfoever guns or 
mortars'iwere difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prefaced in Bore : Colonel Draper and Major Breretoii 
were of the King’s troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which 
had in propottba tothe gariiibn fuch a number of excellent and ex- 
perienced. .officers. ' The exertions of Nhijor CalUaud and Captain 
Prefeon wore equal in the' ^d. Thus every officer of diffin^ion on 
the elbbliihment of Commandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrafs, excepting Captun Jofeph Smith, to whom was committed^ 
the prefervation e( the next important objefl:, Tritchinopoly, in’ 
wliich the French prifoners out-numbered five to one the invalid 
Europeans of garrifbo. 

In the evening, after the ebemy retreated, came in Vafferot and 
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched from Chinglapett on the 13th, but milled by the guides 
did not arrive at SadraTs, as he intended the next night, but the 
morning after ; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the 
town only on fufferance from the French, who were in pofleffion of 
their fort, protefted againft his entrance with hiffiile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame 
time a party of French troops, which were halting there in their 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and 
this remforcement mndeied the attempt impraflicable excepting by 
> r^^ar attack, to wluch the artillery with Calliaud was not 
5 adequate. 
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adequate. He neverthelels remained to inveft the fort, and foon 
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Deleyiit, dated the 
1 4thv written in the bittercft terms of reproach and refontment, 
imputing the foilure of his attempt againft Madraia^ whkb hfi then 
faw inevitable, to the iniquities and tr«icher7 of the gomtuSlent of 
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if this place (hould efo^ the 'Ven< 
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preforve it long 
from deftrutdion by the fire of the Englifo. 

The lofe of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac- 
quired ; they were 2700 firelocks when, they advanced from Oonje- 
verara ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted. letter, fays, that he had 
ftill 2000 Europeans; the Sepoys vrith 1 ^ were. not inore than 
1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. .The lofi of riie cannrm 
and ammunition which had been left or thrown aw^, he imputed 
to the wmt of fervlceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra- 
pacity of the contraflors leagued with the council of Pondicherry^. 
His army marched away in rags, and mthout prbvifions, but,- having 
gun-powder and horfe, exaffed them, and coutiaued theirroot’to 
Arcot. Advices of their retreat had been fenc off to CaUiaud as 
foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information 
detached Mahomed Ifioof with I2Qo Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re- 
inforce Chinglapett, left the French army ihould inveft this place; 
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have, 
intercepted them, if fuch had been their intention : the next day 
Major Cdliaud, with the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all. 
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs. 
Thus ended this fiegc, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular 
that had ever been carried on in India ; and we have detuled it, in 
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement. 
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N O T only the Carnatic and its dependencies, but all the adja- 1 759. 

cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and * 

anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event, which Iboner or later 
muft greatly affeft their refpcdive views and interefts. It was be- 
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac- 
quired by the defence ; but as this advant^e would foon be loft if 
the adjacent territory were not recovered and protefted, it was re- 
folved to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement 
brought in the fliips, there were in the town when the fiege was 
raifed, of all ranks, 1 900 eftimated Europeans, including 90 Topafles 
and 60 Coffrees, inferred in the different companies : of this number 
1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty ; and this force was 
fufficient tq face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour of the 
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for the artillery 
and ftoreswere to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives 
were few, and bad much other work to do ; draught and carriage 
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left 
none in the country ; provifions were equally fcarce : perfeverance, 
however, continued^ Chinglapett being fecured, the reft of -the 
troops with Mahomed Iflbof, the horfe with Abdulwahab, and thofe 
fent with Major Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjore, encamped on 
the choultry plain, where they were joined day by day by the 
Europeans of the garrifon ; but the whole were not ready to move 
before the .6th of March, and in this interval arrived two more com- March. 

panics 
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^ 759 - paniesof Draper’s regiment, which the fliips they came in from 
England had carried to Ben^l in the latter feafon of the laft year, 
and they were now returned to the coaft. The whole force which 
now took the field were 1156 Europeans, rank and hie, including 
the artillery men, with 10 field-pieces, of which two were 12 
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Collcrics, and 1956 horfe. On 
news of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with the 
main body of his troops, and took poll: at Conjeveram, where the 
advantages of the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior 
force ; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon- 
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to rifque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. The 
defefts of equipments ftUl retarded the progrefs of the Englifh army, 
and it was the i8th before they arrived atPaupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed 
Iffoof, with fbme horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, 
flood a fkirmifh with the foremoft of his ; and were driven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap- 
tain Preftoii at Chinglapett, hearing there was but a flight force in 
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, with feven 
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer, 
which encouraged the garrifbn to f^ly, who killed ay of them in 
their flight. 

Whllft the army was before Conjeveram, letters jvere received fronr 
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, dbfpairing of 
fuccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money^ 
By this time, it was found that all the refources of the prefidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro- 
bability appeared' of gaining a decifive advantage over the enemy. The- 
Prefidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and* 
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although 
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemy in the pofts 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con- 

fcquences 
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fequei\c?$ot Vetre^it^ng before tlfieija, and came to ^^ndvaH. on\tlv? *759. 
j6th, to djflfiiade Council, either from diftMiulhing their force, 
or frOtn Vfitlnlrawirig it into garri^ba ; %nd his arguments prevailed. 

He then declared the inability, to which the impaired ftate of his 
health had reduced him, of continuing in the command of the army \ 
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his emineot for- 
viccs, crowned by exertions much beyond his 'age, in the defence of 
Madrafs. The command then devolved to Licuteuapt-Cotend- Draper, 
who was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked fot 
England; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next oflBcerin the 
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud fucceeded Colonel Lawrence in 
the diftinft Command of the Company’s troops; 

Nazeahullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the French 
army to Madrafs, and remained ibme days with thena in the black 
town ; when his own affairs, his doubts of thc fuccefs nf the fiege, 
and the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abdulwahab, 
who was joining the Englifh troops in the field, induced him 
to return to Nelore, which Mr. Lafly hailing derived no advantage 
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without reludahce. 

Still, however, holding fair to the French,- he retained a few of 
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys ; but as foon as he heard 
that the liege was raifed, he refolved to declare intirely for the 
Englilh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French 
Europeans, excepting their officer. Saint 'Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted refiftance ; but the Sepoys laid down -their 
arms, and were quietly turned out of the fort. With the advices 
of this deed, he profered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Ihe- 
lidency would conflim him in the government of Nelore, and its 
diftri£ls ; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-wiJl, was to 
be expected from that part of the country, until the Englilh army had 
gained the fuperiority, his terms were accepted, and he fent,^e 
French officer to Madrafs. Abdulwahab continued with the^rtj^, 
and , his fervices werd* rewarded by a confirmation of the diftrifls of 
Chandergherry and Chitorc. The three greater Polygars to the 
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1759. northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
' pah, wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no 
afliftance during the fiege : they were ordered to guard their own 
hills, and aflift Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. The mi- 
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expedtation of pu- 
nilhment for the robberies they had committed in the Englilh 
diftrifts during the diftrcfles of the fiege; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts of Pon- 
damelee and Tripaffore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 
to Arcot. 

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Prefi- 
dency on the repulfc of the liege. The body of Morattoes, with Go- 
paul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained tho 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af- 
liftance, remained at the pafles of Damalcherry, waiting the event : 
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks 
of rupees, alledging that he had negledlcd other concei ns of greater 
confequence, in expedation of the ultimate fummons of the prefi- 
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raife the liege. It was known that he had equally beeii offering his 
aHiffance to the French, and the prelidency recommended to him, t0‘ 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicheny, and then he 
Ihould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with 
infinuations of the mifehief he intended to bring on the Englilh, as 
well at Bombay, as m the Carnatic ; and fent 500 of his Morat- 
toes to join the French army; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr, I.dlly not to entertain them, becaufe they 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French dil- 
trifls, as more extenlive, than in thole which the Englilh had reco- 
vered. They were difmifled with compliments and a fmall prefent, 
on which Gopaul Row to compenfate and revenge the dilappoint- 
ment, lent a detachment round the hills, whl^ih took pofltliion of 
the town and pagoda of Tripetty, ‘intending to colleft the revenues 
of the approaching feaft in April, which the French government 
7 expefled 
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Qx^ieit^idf to feceive. This dfetaclutteuit in d\elr Way lummonciil the 
three J«wth?rn Polygara as fiietids to the Englifli^ to pay their fli.ms 
of the clvJttt, or tribute, wliich Gopaul Row lucl tlemaiuLcl, and 
had not, time td cka< 9 t in the preceding year. 

. ^The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortui^c 
and prowefs of Madrafs ; and, the Prelidency encouraged by his pn.- 
feflioiis, propofed to him toaflift them in a plan to furprife the fort ot 
Karical, when the fquadron fliould arrive on the coaR : to which he 
anfwered, that the laft hoftllities of the French had ruined his coun- 
tiy, and that the crop at prefent on the ground would hkewile be de- 
ftroyed, if difturbances were renewed : but that, as the Englilh had 
beat oif the French army from Madrafs, they fiiould immediately 
di IV e them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of Coutfc*. 
I le vvaa then requefted to let beeves be purchaled in his country as pro-' 
vilions for the fquadron ; which the ftridnefs of his religion legarded 
as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the interpreter to go on in 
uadlng the letter, written to him on this fubjedV. 

The Nabob, ever fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued 
fick. His dhbrder was a jaundice, produced by excefs of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune : therepulfo of the French attack 
on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health ; but 
his midd retained much follicitude for every future contingency. 
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferved 
the dlfliids dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray the neceflary 
expellees of the garrilon, as well as of the Nabob’s family. The 
great number of French prifoners in the city, who were 500, 
whilft the European force in the garrilon did not exceed 70 men, 
had been an object of conftant anxiety, and plots were conti- 
nually dilcovered of their intentions to break out of their dun- 
geons ; which obliged Captain Smith to confine them with the ut- 
moft feverity. The Rheddi of Teiriore, whom lie had driven out 
of that town and diftri 4 i in the month of July of the preceding year, 
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to the Iwrders qf the 
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by fucli as 
O o o 2 ' were 
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were difafleftcd to the other Rheddi, who had been reftored in hi»' 
ftead. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun- 
try between Terriore and Utatore ; but attempted nothing of confe- 
quence. However, their numbers encreafed ; and they kept up a 
correfpondciice with feveral of the principal men who continued 
to refide with the Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Ifibof 
inarched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tiitcliinopoly could not Ipare the number of Sepoys neceflary to 
complcat his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who 
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcoveied 
at the barrier of the wood, where Ibme of the remaining Sepoys were 
Rationed; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in- 
ftead of afiifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and 
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and 
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much 
terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and 
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood 
and hills, leaving the Bnglifti ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend 
themfelves as they could. The ferjeant took pofleflion of thf palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all lides, that not a man could apppear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
cafily obtained permiflion to march away toTritchinopoly, with their 
ai ms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. ' Captain Jofeph Smith 
bad received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place, 
and had detaclied fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before 
they arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No- 
vember. In the next month, Huflein Cawn, who had been driven 
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatchment from Trit- 
chinopoly, returned from PonAcherry with fome Sepoys and two- 
field-pieces, and t(x)k poft at Utatore, intending again to advance to- 
the iftand, and r^ake the pagoda ; but Captain Smith fent a party 
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did 
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not fuffcr them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coun- 
tiy, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and (blidting affift- 
anee ; but meeting little encouragement from this government, hluf- 
fein Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had retaken Terriore, 
in making incurffons into the Nabob's country : but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining from j:he mifchief S his power, proffered 
money and regular terms of fubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern* 
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often. 

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapftd into their 
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Iflbof, with fo 
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of 
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to collect from the country provifions fufli- 
cient for their fubfiftance. The incurfions of the Nattam colleries 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to. 
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfbever cultivation or revenue 
arofe in the diftrifls at a diftance from the city. To the fouthward,. 
in the Tihivelly country matters were much worfe. Mapluue Cawn 
forgot alThis former profeflions of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led 
the wefttei Polygars ; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who 
were thelieadsof the wefliern, concluding from the fuperiority of 
the Frendi in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the 
Englifh would never recover, fei/sed whatfbever country lay, conve- 
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the ibi t 
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppoCtion to 
their encrtwchments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly ; of, 
which Maphuxe Klian and the Pulitaver once again took poffeflion.. 
The Sepoys contented themfelves with preferving Palamcotah, where 
they were often obliged to defend the walls againft the Ikirmilhes of 
the Pulitaver*^ colleries,. which confuraed their ammunition ; and, 
as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Trltchinopoly, 
t they 
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t’lcy wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which 
the fouthern of the Englifli factories on the coaft of Malabar, re- 
quelling llipplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englilh, 
the letter was lb unintelligible, that the fadlory neither underftood 
fioni whence or wliom it came* nor what they wanted. At length, 
Icttcis fioni Maljomdd Ifibof procured theio credit, which enabled 
them to pujchale provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder 
tiOiH the lea*caall in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate, 
tJiat the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued 
unlhaken ; ioi had either of thelc fbrtrefles been betrayed, no means 
icmaincd cf retaking them ; and the ceffion of Madura might have 
puichafcd H^dcrally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who 
9t this vciy tune had an officer of dillintSlion treating wuh him at 
Seiingapatam. ; 

I'hc repull'e of the French from Madrafs had increafed tlie danger 
of loling thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the 
ncceffity of keeping their whole force colledled in one point, might, 
Hill leaving lufficient to oppole theEnglifli army in the field, detach 
the reft to other obje£ls. The paitizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward ; and danger 
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawn, if 
he ftiould get a body of Mylbreans to accompany him from Dindigul. 
On thefe confiderations, the Prelidency refolvcd to fend Mahomed 
Ifiiiof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
Madura and Tinivelly, together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees 
for the enfuing year, clear of all charges, excepting wdiat might 
a'ife from the ueceffity of defending them either againft the French, 
the Myforeaus, or Morattoes. The Nabob had, ever fince the firfl: 
appointment of Mahomed Iflbof to condudl the war in thefe coun- 
tries, regarded him with fufpicion and averlion, and inilfted that they 
ftiould be left to his own difpofal and controul ; although he had 
not in his whole dependence, a relation or officer of military refolution 
and experience fufficient to maintain them in tills time of difficulty. 

'Fuc French and Englifh armies continued almoft in fight of each 
other for tv. o and twenty days ; the one wilhing to be attacked, in 

their 
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their jpofts at Conjeveram, the other, a general adlion in the open 
plain ; and neither was fcduced to give the advantage which the 
other defired. Moft of the diftrifts to the fouth of the Paliar were 
under either the proteftion or jurifdiftion of the French govern- 
ment ; and as other defiances had fiiiled. Major Brereton refolved to 
march into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle^ or at leaft of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
fome opportunity might arife of retaking this place, without 
which, even the diftridts already recovered as far as the Engli/h 
army had advanced could not be protedted, unlefs by their con- 
tinuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly, 
the army moved on the ift of April from their encampment at Papa 
Braminy’s Choultry ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took pofiTeffion 
of the pettah of VandivaTh, in which they began to open ground 
againft the fort, and lent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering 
cannon ; and a detachment fent by captain Prefton from Chinglapett 
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof- 
fefiion, tofecure the line of communication with Vandiwalh. 

Mr. Soupircs neither gave any interruption to the Englilh army, 
as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had* 
ordered him to ilfque nothing, and the French army had for fome 
days been r^uced to great dlftrefs for want both of money and pro- 
vifions. Ti>e fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon- 
dicherry, and its revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans, 
and what monies could be colledtcd from the country between Con- 
jeverani^j|(Krcot, or borrowed in the camp, fcarcely furniflied the 
expenM^|K'day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
findlng^iP^^ Englilh paid punctually, and at better prices, evaded 
as much as pbffible to carry any provifions to the French camp. The 
renters of the neighbouring diftiiCls, magnified the detriment which 
their lands had fuffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, in oi clcr 
to protraCt their payments, by the plea of dilculling their accounts. 

In this fituation, Mr. Soupircs confidered the removal of the Englilh 
army as an advantage ; fince it peunltted him to retreat to Arcot, 
with the appearance of parting on equal terms. He left in Conje- 

verani 
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veram 300 Sapoys and 100 borfe, under the coiiMwand of IMurzafa- 
'b|^, who had dsferted fjom tlie EngUfli a little before the fiege of 
Madrafs, The renters at Arcot furniflied Mr. Soupires money and 
|>rovifiona for eight days» and he extended h!s troops in different 
parties between Arcot aad T'rivatore, which is fituated 20 miles s.w. 
in the high road from thence to Vandiwafh. 

Ml. Lally, as loon as he heaid that the Englifh army was before 
Vandiwafh, immediately came out of Pondicherry with"* 300 Eu- 
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
Chittapet ; W'here they arrived on the >4th. Trivatore is farther 
from Cluttapct, than It is from Vandiwafh. The nearer road frou) 
Vandhvafh to Conjeveram is not good ; but from Vandiwafh to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveiam excellent, and of quicker 
difpatch, although by the large angle it makes leveral miles more. 
Major Brereton was informed in the evemr.g ot the 13th of the march 
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had patted 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwafh, 
And, by a forced march, arrived the next day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the bafhons; and con- 
tinuing the fame ftrefs of march, they arrived, on the evening of 
the 1 5th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had patted with Mnrza- 
fabeg, who jiretended to be willing to betray his truft, but afked fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French 
army could come to his relief ; on which Colonel Monfbn, with the 
advanced divifion, invefted the pagoda in the evening, which it was 
•determined to florm the next morning. Murzafobeg no lonjffi^ dittem- 
hled, but kept up a brifk fire of mufketry through ; by 

which feveral, and Colonel Monfon himfelf, was 

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram is fpacious a^^y, and 
the tower over it one of the largett; aitd highef): in the Carnatic. It 
ttands in the middle of tKe wettern wall, and fronts the principal ttreet 
of the town, which is very broad ; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrofs. 
There were no gates fixed in the gateway; and to cover the entrance, 
the Frj^nch had throwi^ up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which. 
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as well as on. the fpaall towers at each angle of the pagoda, weie 
mounted guns, but old, and of little. Ikvice ; and fcafFoldmgs of 
bamboos for fmall parties of mufketry were railed along cUfibrent 
parts pf the wall within. There was, in the area without, a large 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the 
moAing began to fire over it againfi; the ravelin from their two 
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned with all their means, 
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Brereton flightly, 
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o’clock the earth of 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers. 
Few of the defenders waited the afiault hand to hand, but, after 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, Simulated by 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firft over the ravelin, and 
began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate- 
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old iron gun 
on logs of wood ; and within were two lines of Sepoys dilpofed in 
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-firc on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much too many were officers, were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
gun, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mufket-balls and bits of ragged iron. The excefs of the ex- 
plofion, and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the 
idea of a mine, nor was the effed much lefs. It killed eight men 
on the fpot, and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewai t 
and Bannatyne, IJeutenwit Elliot and Enfign Hunter; of the 
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeniufly, a Lieu- 
tenant and two Enfigns. Even moft of thofe who were late were 
lo furprized by this havock, that they flood awhile before tliey 
formed agab to the attack ; during which, they luckily fullered 
very little from the mufketry within. By this time, a party of 
Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iflbof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered 
over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in tho reai of 
VoL. II. P P P 
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1759. thofe who were defending the gateway; arjd, on their fhout, the 
troops at the gate ruflied in, and in a minute the whole garrifoii 
** ’ was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter ; which was given with more humanity than ufual on I'uch 
exafperatlon. After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf, 
out of one of the chapels into which he had retired, to fome of the 
Sepoys ; hut, as they were conducing him to/Major Brereton, Ma- 
homed Iflbof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, “ Thefe are 
the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one ftroke of his 
feymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. The news of this 
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewife 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde. 

1758. The Rajah Anunderawze had fo little fenfe of the advantages 
Dtumbtr. might have enfued by prelfing on the French immediately 

after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Englifh 
forces were waiting for him, until the i6th of December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 40 miles. 
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firft payment of his treaty, 
as foon as he fhould be put in pofleffion of the fort of Rajahmundrum ; 
and, in confidence of his word. Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Englifh from Caffimeotah. This 
fum, with a fupply to the foiftory at Vizagapatam, and the expences 
* of the field, had abfbrbed all the money which came from Bengal ; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promiles to ani^er 
the pay of the troops for the month of December. However, ftill 
relying on them, he crofled the Godaveri on the 23d, ftill hoping to 
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the ftun 
of their late defeat : but the Rajah neither followed with his army, 
nor fent any money ; and, as it would have been vain to have at- 
tempted even the march without both. Colonel Forde, with much 
vexation and relentment, recrofled the river with all the troops on 
the 26th. The Rajih imagined they were returning to punifh him, 
and, in this fright, fled immsdijitely to the hills which Ikirt the 

province 
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piovince about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel 
Forde, for the qoiivenieiice of a nearer Qommynication with Vi/jga- 
patam, marched two days back, and encamped at Peddaporc, \vluv,li, 
with a name very nearly the fame, is a foit ten miles to t}ie 
of that which has defignated his vidory. Mr. Andrews immediately 
fent him RO,ooo rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th of Ja- 
nuary came himfelf to the camp ; from whence he went into tlie 
hills, and reached the Raiah on the 1 5th, whofe fears of the Colonel, 
and averfion to furnifh any money, continued as ftrong p ever, in- 
Ibmuch that he feemed no longer follcitous aliout the fuccefs of the 
expedition. His condud was the more perplexing, becaufe thc news 
that the French were bcfieging Madrafs had Hopped the Englilh 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im- 
mediately reftore ; and if his troops did not march, others muft be 
hired, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced 
Mr, Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to 
agree, “ that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnifh ftiould becon- 
“ fidcred as a loan ; and that the revenues of all the countries which 
“ might be reduced on the other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuch 
“ as belonged to the French either by cftahlilhment, or grant in 
“ propriety, (hould be equally divided between him and the Englifli.” 
With thefe conditions Mr, Andrews brought him hack to the camp 
on the 1 8th : and it was agreed to march on to MaAilipatam ; hut 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the Ihroffs 
before he furnilhed only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped- 
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which the firft 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplilhed all the 
purpoles of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi- 
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recoiled them- 
felves : nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of neceflity ; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at firft what he un- 
willingly complied with at laft ; altliough the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his piomifes, warranted by the earndl- 
iiefs of his follicitations. 
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1759. The Hardwicke and the two floops, which had been difpatched 
'--p — ' from Vizagapatam on the 12th of December, anchored the next 
Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth of the 
G^averi, where the agents of the French fa«aory, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their efiefts and themfelves in a 
fnow’, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar-' 
rived; and they furrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some 
days after, the veffels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be- 
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm of the Godaveri, 
February, ^jitil the 9th of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafu- 
lipatam road, waiting for the arrival of the army ; but weighing oc- 
cafionally to bring veffels to, that were paffing in the offing, of 
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and 
the French army before Madrafs. 

The Englifh army arrived on the 6th of February at Elore ; but, 
to prevent another quarrel. Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, emplo3ring his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions, on promife, however, of rejoining him 
foon at Elore. This place, otherwife called Yalore, is fituated 
miles s. w. of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 n. of Mafulipatam. 
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bufly. It has 
been very little Renown to the Engliih, and never frequented by them 
fince they withdrew their h&ory from Mafulipatam in the laft 
century. The town is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very 
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly of 
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was paffing on to Mafulipatam, where he had de- 
termined to make his ftand. The long delay of the Engllfli troops 
in following him feemed to have inlpired him with a little refo- 
lution : for with fome of the troops which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundrum, 
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, and 
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of oblcrvation ; but they 
did uot venture within lefs than thirty miles of Elore, and kept 

moving 
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moving to the Weft of Mafulipatam, colledling or extorting tributes. 1 759. 

Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached ' — 
Captain Knox, with the firil battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the 
French faftory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by 
the arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the 
$. E. of Elore. Letters were previoufly font to the Indian Ze min dar 
of the diftridt, threatening the deftrudiion of his country, if he 
gave the French any alliftance, but offering him alliance if lie 
would join the Englifh army with his troops. The Zemindar met 
Captain Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with “c'heerful- 
nefs ; and the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his afiift- 
ance, marched away as foon as they faw his defedion, leaving in 
the faftory, befides common effects, fome cannon and maiine ftores, 
and in the river fevciai boats and veflels; but they funk what 
ammunition they could not carry off. The Englifh detachment 
leaving a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the 18th 
came in tlie Rajah with all his troops collefted ; and the next day 
the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1 500 foot, armed in the fafhion of 
the country. But, although fb much time had already been loft, 
the Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at 
Elore until the ift of March. 

Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to MauK 
Salabadjlng, earneftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could 
not fail of dcftroylng the Englifh troops, and punifhing the powers 
of the country which had revolted to their common enemy. The 
diftance of Satabadjing with Mr. Bufly from the purfuit of Ni^a- 
mally towards Bampore had encouraged this prince to refume his 
former ambitions ; in which he was, at leaft lecretly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huflein, whole 
deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im- 
mediate confequences of the aflaffination of Hydcijung, the duaii 
of Mr. Buffy ; but this confederacy refrained from any con- 

I'picuous 



476 

7\pnJ. 

Mauh, 


The War op Coromandel. Book XI. 

fplcuous exertion, until they faw Mr. Bufly and the whole of the 
French force quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing, 
in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally; when judging little 
likelihood of their return, they afted with more open declaration ; 
and foot! after, Nizamally was enabled, with the affiftance of 
his fi lends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, with 
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city of Aurengabad; but the fortrefs of 
Dollalwd Ibll held out for Salabadjing. The indolence of Salabad- 
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but 
by the accuftomed afliftance of a body of French troops, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time of neceffity was certainly the likelicft 
means of procuring : but few of his officers were delirous of fee- 
ing the rc-ellablhhment of a power, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government : never- 
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro- 
vinces between the French and Englifli might give a chance of 
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou- 
bahlhip ; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to- 
wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baflaulet Jung, concurred in the 
fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both joined 
near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and soooo foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifting the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe of proceeding 
againft Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the junction of Salabad- 
jing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if the Englifh troops ffiould be obliged to retire be- 
fore them : but even this confideration, becaufe the danger was 
diftant, could not induce him to^ relinquifh the immediate ad- 
vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the colledlions 
of the day levied by his troops fpread abroad in all parts of the 
country. 

Five miles to the South of Elore you arrive at the bed of a vaft 
lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrofs 
1 the 
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the fituation of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to Ibuth. ^759* 

From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Sep- " * 

tember, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 60 or 70 
fmall idots, on which the inliabitants remain ; but during the reft Manb, 
of the year the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the 
Englilh troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French 
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se- 
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were lent 
to attack and even efcalade the fort ; the garrifon had the day be- 
fore received afllirances from Du Rocher, the Commander of 
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their afiiftance 
on the aSth ; relying on which, they manned the walls, and 
feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mulketry 
palled with much lofs to the affailants, who neverthelefs twice 
attempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of 
better implements, with iron crows ; but were each time beaten off ; 
on which Captain Macleane fent to the army for a reinforcement of 
men and two guns ; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
immediately applied, and beat open the gates. The detachment 
rulhed in without mercy, and in the firft onfet killed all they met, 
who were only Sepoys ; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the 
firing and flaughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys, 
from the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few miles ; 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But 
they, hearing the fort was tiken, had ictieatcd. A fmall gar- 
rifon of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to lecure the 
fort from furprize, and the army marched on towards Mafuli- 
patam, in fight of which they arrived on the 6tli of March ; and 
the fame day received advices, that the French army under the 
command of Mr. Lally hiid been obliged to raile the fiege of 
M3drafs^ 


The 
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The fort’and town of Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach 
of cannon-ihot afunder. The fort ftands a mile and a half from 
the fea-fliore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet of 
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and ftill 
more by a continued ftream which the river Kriftna fends off about 
1 5 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. The found has fometimes three fathom, 
and at others only three feet water j and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadth. The fouth fide of the fort extends about 600 
along the found, and 800 from thence to the north ; and its area, 
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram of 
.thefe dimenfions, if theeaftem fide did not lie in a re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a very obtufe one. The ground along the fea 
fliore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found, 
is a collefrion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafe on the border of a morafs, which furrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continued to the weft and fouth for feveral miles; and 
to the N. w. and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile 
of the fort, excepting a few fmall fpots of fand in the morafs, 
which are near it to the N. E. : but to the eaft, the fand-hills along 
the fea are within 800 yards of the walls. The morafs in all 
dire^llons is interfered with creeks and gullies, which fall into 
the found. 

The Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the N. w. of the fort, on a plot of ground rifing above the 
morafs; acrofs which, the communication between this ground 
and the fort is by a ftraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The 
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide ftill to the 
N. w. is 'bonaded by another morafs, which ftretches along it from 
the s. w. to the n. e. but is ftopped by the fand-hills of the fea 
foore, along which is the only accefs to the town on firm ground ; 
for both morafies are miry even in the drieft feafon, and were fo 
now, although no rain had follen for 40 days. 

Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few guards in 
the fort, were encamped in' the Pettah for the convenience of water, 
7 ' of 
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of i)»rhich thete « none in the fort but what is preferved in cifterbs. 
His ideas of remainbg here extended no ferthcr than this advantage ; 
although, by ffinging up an entrenchment acrOfs the dry ground 
from one mdrafs to the other, he m^ht have flopped the EngUfli 
army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro- 
peans Mid 2000 Sepoys, vwthout the'army of obfcrv&tion, which he 
had not recalled ; and, as foon as the Englifli army appeared, he 
jetreared by the caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
iaU2se and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah ; 
the Englifli on the fand to the North Eaft. 

The French, lince they took pofleffion of the fort in 1751, had 
modernized the defences : the walls were mud feced with bricks as 
high as the parapet ; and the three fides to the weft, north, and eaft, 
contained 1 1 angular baftions of various fliapes and fizes ; before 
which were a palUftided berm, and a wet ditch; but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from reliahce on that defence, 
was left open. The b^ion next the n. w. fronted the caufeway 
leading to the pettah : in this baftionwas the gateway, and 120 yards 
of the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated 
in a ftroag ravelin that fcoured along the length of the caufeway. 

No rtgular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten timfis foronger than Colonel Forde’s ; for hitherto blade troops, 
howfoeVer numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car- 
rying oU trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the fand-hills to the eaft, aS the neareft flx)t ; and by bat- 
teries detached from each other, without the communication of 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the failles of the befieged. 
']|f'he^|;round had the Mlvant^, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka- 
tion, of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which, 
with the twp Hoops, were in the road. 

Three bsttteries were erected ; one in a flfliing village near the inward 
point of the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of 
fea to the South, and to the Weft by a large creek in the morafs 
^ coming from the north. Four hundret^ yjirds to tlie north of this bat- 
VOL. II. tery, 
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terjr, and tQ the edge of tho?fajne creek, was another : the 

third batte^ was at an equid diftance too, yards in the rear of both4 

The h^tesy to the north> £U!id that to. the loi^h, had eadl 

teen and two twenty-four |>oundeE$« but ;n the Ibuth were4w|iHaf<& 

the bombarding artillery*, which* werc'thtw.ifftiortBrrs, 'of 

and eight inches. The battery in the center had only iwp twelye- 

pounders. • % ' ' 

In the s. E. a^le of the fort, clofe on- the fopnc^ »,baftip| 3 u 
called theFran9^,o^ taguns. For fome dlAfnco. fmni 
the north, the hard ground had obUgedihe^krtfj^^l^^ 

cede ia a. re-entering angle, in the bottom of which was-a'wOjE’^ im 
the fcffm of ,a demirluney having only two faces* without 
which would have been needicfs, fince the line of the feces fuffici- 
ently flanked the baflion Francois on the right, and. that- called -thq^ 
^Sahrt John on the left. This work was calledr the Dutch ba4i«iit* 
The Saint J<din , had eight guns,, and beyond it in the m. k. angle: 
of the fort was the baflion called the Camelion, mounting lo guns>. 
The fouthem of the Englifh batteries fired on the Francois and. 
Dutch bjdMons ; the center on Saint John’s ; and the northem*on. 
the Cameleon.. As foon. as their pofition was decided* the garrifoni 
railed a battery on the left fhore of the inlet as you enter from the 
fea ; which took them all in- flank r but as this battery was feparatedi 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be atr 
tacked in tho night by the boats of the fhips,, the garrifon kept a 
conflant guard ia'it,of,Eyix>peaus,. b^desf Seppy?, They likewife 
iUtioned a fbronger guard in the rav^iiit at- the end of the-oapouiere; 
cm the other fide of the fori;., .^fides^ tl^e immediate foperiority of 
arriUery ftandfoig un their I'riU'ks, the garrifon had; others -in ftore,. 
mount^ ready 'replace w^at,thight be rendered ufelefs in the courfo 
of i^ice; w}forea8<tHejE^|^l^ army couldv only reftere the lofs. of- 
tlieirs by borrowing the Gomu|iou guna of the Hard wicke, which were, 
milptfounders^ or tlie widdh> were good for nothing. 

The Frenc^ army of ^^Jt®(iilitfon,r^ as foon the Englifh pafiled on- 
wards foomi€pxl»le, 6rofed;;]^%^i»^ti7 to £lore, there was 

no>girrifop.torippore thmi ; at]i|j^|Ei^ih4ince'went on- to RajahtttU'n- 
dhifu^ where the lick of the ariny^JirdU £uropeansy.and >40 Sepoys,. 

‘ 2 i . had! 
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’ been left under the command of Mr. Brtfloh who a few days 
bei^ had receitred'a large fum in gold and filver, fent from Bengal to 
Vlz^patamf^ and from hence to him, ftr the ftrvice of tht army 
udthtO>loa^ Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Bnftol fent 
aw^-tlie treafure tO'Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coad ; 
and aa foon as they appeared on the river, ordered all luch qf his men 
as were capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain VI' 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two ^ys onufards from Rajamun- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca- 
' pital of Anunderauze, as well as the English ftrt at Vizagapatam ; 
but their views were only to extort, money from the chiefs and ren- 
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find- 
ing they could not colleft as much as they fpent, they returned, and 
dirq^ed their march to meet the army of Salabadjing. The daily 
newa of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his 
countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance either his 
credit ;or money : none remained in the military chefl : Colonel 
Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re- 
alized jFrom the fpoils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
moneys of the troops, and the interpofition of the French army of 
obfervitlon precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
Mr. fikiftol ; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per- 
ceivedt the obftacles which muft be furmouuted, to reduce the 
fort; I which exafperated the fenfe of their diftrelTes. In thefe 
agitatipns, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 19th, 
ivithtiicir arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute. c^e of two to explain their complaints.- The deputies de- 
clared, that aliwere refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they were 
^ imme^ately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 
'and wereafiured of the whole booty, in cafe MafuUpatam fhould be 
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the 
Crown, the troops in India are only intitled to one half of what is 
taken in the forts they reduce ; the other half is .referyed to the 
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them thdu' prize-money, 
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out of the vttT^ firA he 0iieuld receive ; and, as he codd net hfl^ . 
through the relation, aifured them he woutd folicit ' 

by a re^lentation of thek kard^h^s and fervices, to ^ve up their 
fhare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam ; of which, he Ihould 
retain the amount, until their determkiation was known. Theie 
promifes appeafed them ; and they returned to their duty wkh their: 
ufual ardour. Neverthelefs the batteries were not compleatcd till the 
a5th, 1 8 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had 
kept a conftant fire, which had (mly kill^ five men. 

Salabadjing, as he approached, font forward fetters and mef- 
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemmdars who had 
joined the Efeglifh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf* 
fals to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices were received m the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles 
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports, that the French 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum. 

The Rajah, who had for fome days been feulterhig, was now f<> 
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame night,, 
without giving any warning, intending to regain his own country 
on the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithfl»iding‘ ^e'^ato» 
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced r6 miles 
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent ineflengers after him, re* 
prefenting, the abfurdity of his conduft, in thinking to efoapc the 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French, 
array of obfervation, who- were towards Rajahmundrum, on the 
other ; whereas, by remaining with the EngUfh troops, his retreat 
would be affured, and the reduftion of Mafulipatam, even tetm notr 
knpra^icable. The plain good fenfe of this advice btought him back, 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with, little 
hopes, would not negleA the only mean^ in his power of amuling, 
Salabadjing from advancing- to die relief of Mafulipatam^ and requeft- 
cd his pcrmiffion to fend a deputy to treat, profeflTng no other in» “ 
tention than to take poftedi<« of the French garrifons and fafforiea. 
on the coaft, wUhout aifuffling^ the authority they had held in the; 
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kUtnd $alabadjii0g confented to. receive deputy, aad 

My.. Jfdtnftfm e jttvaft feat to hifrcamp on the ifeof Apnl. 

Theildirto batteries conrinued a hot fire firapa the a5th of March 
to the 4th of Ajpr^. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, changed tpa hard gale of wbd, wirix thunder,, lightning, 
and inunenfe nun* which brought in the feuthem monibon, with 
the return of feh weariier on the 6th. In die evening the artillery 
officers reported, that there was no mote than tvyo day's ammu« 
nidott left tor the fervice of the batteries. Intelligence was likewife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing fromBezoara, and that the 
French army of obfemtion, which he had invited^ were very near 
his. It was now no longer poilible tor the EnglUh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifen* of Mafulipatam 
and the army of obfervation would jdb the Subah's in the purfuit.. 
However, the camp might embark ; tor this fhore at Mafulipatam 
is IHll, and the only part on the coaft of Coromandel, on which 
the fea does not beat wkh a ftrong furf. But Colonel Forde 
regarded this mode of retreat as intoferable difgrace, and refblved 
to 'ftornx the fort; judging, moreover, that the garrlfon would 
not fufp|ft the attempt at the very time when the excefs of the 
rain had ^rendered the approach over the morafs much left pra^i< 
cable thaii before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries 
tQ Jxe kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all 
tho'troom to be under arms at ten at night. 

The dftch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would hap* 
pen at nipidnight, has only three feet water, and having no glacis,, 
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithftanding the gar^ 
rifon conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day, 
the hot ^d continued firing of this day had ruined the baftions fuf- 
ftciently to mount ; and each of the three had been equally fired upon,, 
to confound the enemy's guefs of the aflault. As no outworks ob- 
ftrufted a toll view of the body of the place, it was feen from the 
batteries, that the two baftionsupon the found on the extremities of 
the fort to the s. w. and the s. s. were in barbette, tliat is, without 
cmbrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon 
7 



WaiC '0^< COROMAkDEIi* Bb6k Xt* 

to fire over,' wMch is) rarely’ four foot hjgls ' Frotax the s. w. bofBdn, 
which was. named St. MichaeTs,. 'to die next on the w/eaU^ thC' 
Saline, the oxteribrgroand.Wias a nniry fwamp of miid. In which' 
•the.liU!tch that furrounded thejfeft of the fort, could not have l?e«i j 
conVmhed, but at great exponoe and 'labouri, and was .left in this 
ftate, becaufe:iiuppofcd of nfore difficult paflage than the ditch itfyf. 
Some days before a black forvanlof Captain Yorke’s, who had lately 
lived in Mafulipatam, .told him that he had fbmetimes feen the 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the 
two baftions : ^nd on this. Intelligence, Colonel Forde had permitted 
Captahi Yorkc' and' Knox to 'examine this pafiage; they took loo 
Sepoys, tind placing them in different parties behind one another 
to fupport their retreat, -went on at midnight, properly clad to 
the fkin, in order to refemble black men naked, and entered the 
quagmire, Hvhich they .pldFed half over, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud -very tenafcious ; they returned undifcovered, and 
their jreport determined 'Colond -Forde to try an attack on this quar- 
ter at thi fame time as lihe main affault ; which at leaft would dif- 
traft the enemy’s attention. In the fame intentbn the country 
troops belonging lo the Rajah were to march along the caufeWay 
over the morafs, and on each fide of it, and to fkirmifh againft the 
ravelin in front of the gateway. 

The battalion of Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 
Camelion in the e. angle of the fort. Their whole number was 
346 Europeans, rank and file; the Sepoys amounted. to 1400; of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack under 
the command of Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was 
to be ready on their re^eftive ground before midnight; when, 
as foon as the falfe attack rommehced on the weft fide, the real, 
and the Rajah’s were likewife to begin. As no counter-attempt 
was apprehended, the guard of the Camp was left to fome of 
the Rajah’s troops. - The attack with Captain Knox having fafthe# 
to go, matched .off firft ^ the main attack was in three dlvifions, of 
which the Eurqpeans formed two, and the Sepoys the laft ; 
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but wh«n they wete to move, Captsun Callender, who by his rank 
was to lead the firft divifion of Europeans, was not to be found • 
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without 
him, croffing the morafs from the dry ground of land direftly oppo- 
lite to the Cameleon, the baftion they Were to ftorm. In the way 
they were joined by the gunners croffing the morafs likewife from 
the batteries, which for fear of furprize they did not quit until the 
laft moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heard the 
firing of Knox’s attack, which neverthelefs had only begun at the ap- 
pointed time ; on which all marched as faft as they could, as before 
up to the knees in mire, and in croffing the ditch, up to the middle 
in water and mud. Here they were difcovered juft before they got 
to the pallifade on the berm; and whilfbthe firft (Uvifion, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, were tearing k up, which took fVeral minutes, 
the enemy gathered on the breach, and began likewife to fire cannon 
and mulketry from the next baftions, the Saint John’s on the right, 
and that called the fmall-gate on the left. The oppofition only en- 
creafed the ardour of the aflailants, and whilft the firft divifion of 
Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach, the fecond, com- 
manded by Captain Yorke, fired up againft St. John’s, and the di- 
vifion of Sepoys led by Captain Macleane againft the fmall gate. 
Several were killed before Fifeher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
pofieffion of the Cameleon ; when, having waited until Yorke’s came 
up, they turned and advanced along the rampart to the left, to 
get pofieffion of the fmall gate. There was a handy gun, with 
its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Captain Yorke, on the 
fuggeftion of Captain Moran, who difcovered it, ordered the gun- 
ners to turn and fire along the rampart towards the found, and in 
the mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame direAion, as 
fbon as a number of Sepoys fufficient to maintain the baftion were 
come up the breach ; but, juft as he was fettiug off, he perceived 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the foot 
of the rampart and the buildings of the town : they were fent to 
reinforce the Cameleon from the arfenal near the found, where 
Mr. Conflans continued waiting the event with the grenadier com- 
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and feiz- 
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iag the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them 
to lay. down their arms and furrender, which they obeyed with little 
relu'ftance, and were fent up to the baftion. Yorke, having ob- 
ferved that the way below was free from interruption, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
poffeflion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi- 
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the prifo- 
ners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had flieltered themfelves within the angles, from 
the infilade of the gun ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se- 
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divifion came under the baftion, ad- 
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which 
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Captain Yorke generoufly fpared the return of their 
fire : their arms were gathered, and they were conduced by a party 
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced 
the party, which was pofted to fecure the St. John’s. The di- 
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re- 
ceived the fire of the guard, fcattered indeed, but with equal iniquity 
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted 
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and men fecured 
by parties from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe interruptions 
had allowed the divifion time to think and exped more, and many 
Ihewed much unwillingnefs to go on ; for darknefs covers ftiame ; 
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yorke ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion, 
before they paflied a fmall brick building cloie to the rampart, which 
curiofity led feme to examine. It was an expenfe magazine of 
ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mine : this word 
ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran back 
to the Cameleon (the officers accompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, who maichcd at the head, was left alone, with only 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers march, 
which they continued, but in vain, for none rejoined ; on which 
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much coufufion 
4 at 
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at the baftion, fome even propofing to go out of the breach and 
quit the fort. Severity was inftantly neccflary, and Captain Yorke, 
as foon as on the baAion, threatened to put the firft man to death 
who offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the iol- 
diers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en- 
lifted in the Compaziy’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefbever he pleafed . 
their number immediately encrcafed to 36, with whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which 
ftands on the edge of the found, time to get dowm a gun loaded 
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way the party was coming ; 
it fired when they were W'ithin a few yards, and with great exe- 
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell, 
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, 
did not difeourage the reft from bringing off their Captain, 
whom they carried to the Cameleon ; and the guards, ported 
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, not difmayed, kept their ground, 
waiting the event. 

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampart. The next, which is the fmall gate, was 
not In complete repair ; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at- 
tempting to fcramblc up it, which, with the approach of Fifeher’s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order, 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, afked quarter, which was 
granted. 

Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion of St. 
Jean, iffuing the neceflkry orders, according to the reports from both 
divifions. The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there, 
and he fent them, as they c.ime, down the breach, into the ditch, 
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper 
VoL. II. R r r numbci 
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number of Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill tlie 
firft that moved ; but very few of them ventured any difturbance. 
The Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the 
ravelin on the cauleway, and, if nothing more, with all the din and 
clamour they could make ; but the fire of the falfe attack with Cap- 
tain Knox continually diminiihed ; as having begun earlier, they 
had expended moft of their ammunition, although, finding the ene- 
my prepared in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without ven- 
tiiiing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the 
garrifon from the more material fervice againfi: the real, and the Ra- 
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort, 
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the 
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the 
fepaiation of the main attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving mefiages mi^nifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new reports continually induced him to contradift. 

The parade of the fort was under the bafhon of the great gate, 
and as this is the ufual plaoe of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the 
troops and officeis who remained willing to continue the defence, 
whether driven from their pofts, or wanting immediate orders, re- 
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above, before 
Fifeher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the church-yard. 
Near loo were aflembled, but their fire was ill direfted, beginning 
too early, before the divifion was fufficiently near, which pre- 
ferved theirs, and only giving that of the firft platoon, ruftied on, 
and foon cleared the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure 
the gate below, which fliut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevent- 
ed the efcape of any from within. Whilft the divifion was getting 
into order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, n'o one knew 
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to- 
wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, fiom which came fcatter- 
ing fhot, fcarcely more than one at a time, and the laft that drop- 
ped, (hot Callender dead ; immediately after which the fire of the 
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garrifon in all other parts of the fort ceafed, and Iboil after came, a 
meffage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s divifion to ceafc like- 
wife, as Mr. Conffans had furrendered. He had fent a meflagc to 
Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms ; to which 
Forde anfwercd, that he would pve none, but at difcretion, nor 
even this, but would put every man to the fword, if the teaft re- 
fiftance continued from any part, of the garrifon, and all did not 
Immediately furrender themfelves prifoners. 

On the return of the officer, Mr. Conilans fent orders rotrad for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfenal, which is a fpacious enclofiire. As (bon as all was quiet, the 
Englifh troops aflembled on the parade, under the baftion of the 
gateway; and too Europeans, with two guns, and two companies 
of Scpoysi, were detached to remain on guard over the piifoners 
until the morning ; when, whatfoever troops were at the ravelin, 
and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came into the fort, 
to become prifoners with the reft of the garrifon. The whole number 
exceeded thofe to whom they had furrendered, being 500 Europeans, 
of whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants of better condition, 
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topaffes, or Sepoys. Of the aflailants, 
22 Europeans were killed, amongft them the Captains Callender and 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. The Sepoys, who behaved with equal 
gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falfe attacks, 
had about 50 killed, and 1 50 wounded. The Rajah’s people like- 
wife fuffered more than was expefted from them ; but nothing in 
proportion to the Englifh troops. The fort was furnilhed with 1 20 
pieces of cannon, and abundance of military (lores. The plunder 
of other effefts was likewife valuable ; and all that was not mer- 
chandize was given back to the prifoners ; half the reft was divided 
amongft the Engli(h army, and the other half relerved for them 
according to the promife they had received. 

The improbability of the attempt Avas the principal caufe of its 
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the fiege 
with mockery, and, being in daily expeftion of the arrival of a hotly 
of troops which were coming by fea fiom Pondicherry, had con- 
R r r 2 certed, 



The War op Coromandel. Book XL 

certed, that the army of obfervation, joined by this reinforcement, 
and a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjbg’s army, 
ihould then furround and attack the Englilh army, which they re- 
prefented to thcmfelves as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
llmftion ; and indeed, if thefe effijrts had been made by Salabadjing’s 
army, and tlie French troops abroad, without waiting for the rein- 
forcement, the Englifli army could not have kept their ground, fince 
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and 
the enemy’s horfc, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provlfions, and harraffed eveiy motion : nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon- 
ing all the Bores and artillery. 

The miniftry of Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized, 
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confeious that it might 
have been prevented by the activity they had neglefted to exert. 
They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob- 
lervation, and determined Bill to wait for the reinforcement ; wher^ 
they expefled at leaB to reduce the Englifh to compound for ^their 
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as fbon as the place was taken ; and Colonel Forde, from utter 
contempt of his chara<Ber, made no objections to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the 
God.weri ; and, by haBy marches, was, in two days, out of the 
reach of purfuit. 

Early in the morning of the 1 5th appeared two Blips, Banding 
into the road, under French colours. The commander of the 
Hardwicke, Samfon, was aftiore embarking prifoners, of whom 
he had already received 40 on board : but his brother, who was the 
ihief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the 
Brange Blips ; on which, the largeB anchored in the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a diBance ; but the other Bill _plying up, the Hard- 
wiqjce weighed again, as did the largeB Blip, and the wind having 
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail : in the 
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army, 
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got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the 
ilrength of the (hips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difcovcr- 
ing them to be ilouter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and 
working more dexteraufly got again out of their reach, but con- 
tinued in the offing. The two French (hips anchored again in the 
road, and in the night feiit a catamaran, ivhich they had brought 
with them, on (hore, with letters to Mr. Conflans, (igniiying, that 
they were the Harlem and Bridoi from Pondicherry, with 300 
troops Europeans and Topafles, befides the crews : they were the aid 
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re- 
turned, they fufpefted the lofs of the place, and early the next morn-^ 
ing Aood out again after the Hardwicke, which bore away foe 
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of tight. 

The army of Salabadjing was at this time withjn 1 5 miles of 
Mafulipatam ; and imagining, that the French (hips would return 
to land the troops, fent forward all the Mwattoes towards the (hore. 
Colonel Forde, notwithftanding the great number of prifoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving halfin the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground he had 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of can- 
non-lhot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveral days ; when 
Salabadjing, feeipg no probability of retaking Mafulipatam, began 
to treat in earneft ; and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re- 
ceived with much attention. 

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce this 
change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Englifh. Some ac- 
count of the aflaffination of Mr. Bully’s Duan, and of Ni^amaJly’s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure of tlie 
prefont expedition ; and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in- 
jury which Nizaraally had committed would carry his deteftation 
of the French nation beyond the reach or wi(h of reconciliation,, 
wrote letters to him, requefting his affiftance to the army with 
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the provinces they 
had dilmembered from the fovercignty of the Decan. Colonel Forde 
difpatched thefe letters, with his own to the fame purport, and Ni- 
I zamally 
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znmally had received them : whether they contributed to influence his 
immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as foou as he was certi'- 
ficd that Salabadjlng was marching againft the Englifh amiy to 
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminiftration. The news of his intentions, which pre- 
coded tlie advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefei- 
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as foon as poflible, but defirous of being accompanied by a 
body of Englilh troops ;• fearing, that if he entertained the French 
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally 
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com- 
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjung, 
who mana^d the moft important affairs of the government, de- 
layed the execution of his treaty with Colonel Forde until the i ath 
of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered. 

The treaty confifted of four articles. By the firft ; The whole 
territory dependant <mi Mafulipatam, with eight difirifis, as well 
as the jurifdi^iion over the territory of Nizamapatam, with the 
diftrl(Jls of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh 
without the referve of fine br military fervice. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of obfervation, to pafs the Kriflna in 15 days; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have any fettlementin the country of the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriftna ; 
nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them 
affiftance, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he 
piomifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had 
collefted out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the prefent year ; but he was 
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeram- 
rauze, and the father of Vizeramrauze. If Anunderauze failed in 
this ffipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he pleafed ; 
but in all cafes was neither to aflift, or give prote<Slion to the 
enemies of the Englifli ; and by the 4th article, the Englifh engage 
neither to aflift, or give proteftion to his. The territory ceded to 
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the company extended 8o miles along the lea, and 20 inland, and 
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year, 

As loon as the treaty was ligned, Salabadjing offered Colonel 
Forde a diftrift near Malulipatam, as a jaghire or penfion for him- 
felf, if he would accompany him with part of the Englifli troops 
againft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much 
earneftnefs, requefted his alfiftance to take ordeftroy the French army 
of oblervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
vinder the proteftion of Baflaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaft 
inclination to gratity the other, and Salabadjing on the i8th 
marched away in much difguft with the Englilh, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moft advantageous 
acquifition of its extent, they could wilh to gain, with the view of 
maintaining, on the whole coaff: of Coromandel from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. The body of French troops croffed the KriUna, 
but marched to the weftward, in confequence of aflurances from 
Baffaulet Jung to take them into his fervice, when he Ihould return 
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adoni. The Prefi- 
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au- 
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade: and Colonel- Forde remained there with the 
troops, inexpeftation of ordeis for his future proceedings from the 
Prefidency of Bengal. 

Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after tho 
Englilh, when he received the news at Trivatore that liiey had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he halted ; but lent forward the partizan Lam- 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army, 
who polled themfelves feven miles from the Englifli, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the incurlions of their cavalry into thole 
dillridls ; but the Englilh army had no intention to ravage a countiy 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confilled of 300 either 
Topaffes or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been detached whilll the two 
armies fome time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Kiftnarow, the Killidar of Thiagar, the ravages he 
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"had committed in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the 
forts which he and Mahomed Iflbof had reduced whilft the French 
army were preparing on the other fide of the Paliar, to attack 
Madrafs. In the middle of March, he fet down before Elavana- 
fore, which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refolved to 
defend in perfon; continual Ikirmifhes paffed between them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability of taking the 
place with battering cannon, of W'hich he had nine, marched 
away, and fet down before Trivatore ; where likewife were fome 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Iffoof, and fome of Kiftnarow’s, who were 
very near fur rendering, when Lambert, with his whole detach- 
ment, was recalled to the main army ; which on the rpth advanced 
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, ftill keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Englilh, which continued 
at Conjeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 
flanks. 

Soon after the detachment of Gopaul row’s Morattocs had taken 
pofleffion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni, 
to return and join him there without delay; left he fhould be. 
flopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac- 
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named 
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the paflies 
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. At the fame time, 
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with 
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft 
Tripetty, of which they got pofTefTion after a flight refiftance : 
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm of the pa- 
goda ; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi- 
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom they had likewife been continued in the 
management. 

Thr^e companies of Sepoys lent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna- 
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from thefouth, with whom 
and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and 
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ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondicherry, and 
from thence to Cuddalore, where, fince the redudlion of Fort St. 
David, the French kept a garrifon. Some bad troops were font 
from both, and the adjacent diftridts, to oppofe him, and having 
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
of the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with conlidence, and weic 
decifively beaten. Ten of their Europeans, and a great number of 
their country troops, were killed. Of the Engliih Sepoys 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people ; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence 
fent back the Englifh Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. This fuccefs was 
gained in the beginning of May. 

A few days after the reduftion of Conjeveram, intelligence was 
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country 
of Tinivelly, had ventured to ftand an engagement in the field 
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moft of the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, lb many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no 
longer appeat out of the fort. It had before been refolved to fend 
Mahomed Ifibof into the fouthern countries, as foon as the army in 
the field could be diminifhed without rifque ; of which, the caution 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of fkir- 
miflies, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopaulrow, who 
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. The 
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed Ifibof ’s dciacliraent, and the whole body were to pafs 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to aflift Kiftnaiow in ravaging 
the French diftrids iii the way. They let out together on the 26th 
of April ; the detachment with Mahomed Ifibof was fix companies 
of Sepoys, do of the horfe, and fix of the European gunners he 
brought with him, and two field-pieces : the Tanjorines were 300 
liorfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 colleries. After the 
firft day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman declared 
they would not expofe themfelves to the rifque of paffing through 
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* 759 ’ enemy’s diftrlfts, nor of croffingthe Coleroon near them. Ma- 
■'* homed Ifibof, impatient to arrive at his deftination, yielded to, if 
he did not fuggeft, their repugnance, and confcnted to go the way 
they chofe^ Accordingly, they all quitted the ftreight road to the 
fouth, and ftriking to the weft, pafled by Arnee, and entered the 
monntains about nine miles fouth of Velore: then continuing' 
along the Valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs‘ 
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under that forf 
which were held by the French renters, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex- 
curfion toTrivadi. The Tanjorines and Tondiinans, thinking the 
reft of the country from Thiagar fafe, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops : but Mahomed Iflbof ’s detachment marched 
on in regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
14th ; and, on the i6th, having taken Leave of the Nabob, he coi^- 
tinued his march to Madura. 

Nothing could teftify more confidence than the diTmifiion of 
fuch a number of troops in the fece of the enemy. Their diftrefles 
for every kmd of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deterred Mr^Laliy from trufting their good- 
will in aftion, until he couM fatisfy their complaints. For this 
puipofe, he went to Arcot, and, having detedted various frauds in 
the management of the Ainuldar or renter, who farmed the diftridts, 
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he received 1 0,00a from Mortizally 
of Velore, with the promife of fome provifions, to* refrain from 
molefting his domain. But* before he had procured theft aids, he 
received news, that the Englifti fquadron, confifting of nine fail of 
the line, and three frigates, had arrived on the 28th of April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. Their appearance, whilft the French 
army was at fuch a dlftjJnce, alarmed the garrifon at Karical, and 
even Pondicherry kfelf ; but not Mr. Tally, who, on the contrary, 
thought it requifite to ftiew better countenance, and, having latis- 
fied immediate wants with the money he had obtained, marched 
on the 6th of May with the wliole army from Covrepauk, and en- 
camped 
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camped the next da7 at Balchitty’s Choultry, feveii miles to the 
weft of Conjeveram. The fituation they chofe was ftrang, and 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards of the two 
annies were in fight of each other. 

An exchange of prifoneis had been fome time before agreed on, 
and 100 of thofe taken at Fort. St. David arrived at Chinglapett 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other 
Europeans ; but the French could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were relcafed from Trltchinopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obbged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
fon, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who Immediately made 
preparations, and on three fucceflive days, from the 1 2th to the 
15th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in 
the plain ; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refources of money 
and provifions which Mr. Lally had lately procured were nearly ex- 
haufted, and the foldiery renewed their complaints, which moft of 
the officers, from perfonal hatred to himfelf, were little folicitous 
to reprefs. Knowing their difeontent, he would not venture the. 
battle he otherwife wiffied, (for he was always brave and impetuous, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how far 
their prejudices might influence their duty: and made feveral mo- 
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour undei his 
command. The Englifti army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
furpriied to fee -the whole of the French quitting their encamp- 
ment on the 15th, and in March towards Trivatore. From hence 
they were difpofed into different cantonments. Parties were fent to 
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400 
with the field artillery toVandiwafh; 1200, with 100 European 
horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Lally hkewife went, 
S f f 2 refolved 
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refoved not to meet the EngliOi again in force, until the arrival of 
the French fquadron, which was daily expefted with reinforcements. 
On the a 8 th, the Englifli army was diftributed into cantonments 
at Chinglapett, Conjeveram, Tri-Perinadore, and Muflewack, which, 
with the forts of Pondamalee and Tripaflbre, formed a barrier from 
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had fome time before 
withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and' town 
to the Dutch. 

Thus ended this campaign, after it had laftcd loo days, during 
which of 8 or ^ 0,000 men in arms, not five were killed. But the 
principal objeft of both fides was to protedt their refpedlivc territory, 
and not to rifque an engagement without pofitive advantage, which 
neither gave. 

Mr. i^ally carried with him to Pondichery more refentment than 
ever againft the governor, the council, and all who were employed 
in the civil adminiftration of the company’s affairs ; imputing to 
their malverfations all the obffacles and impediments which ob- 
ffrudted the fuccefs of his arms. The council, he alledged, received 
prefents from the renters of all the diftridls, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infilled on remiffions in the terms of their leafos ; and 
whilft the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its 
incomes, its ilTues he infifted were fquandered with equal prodiga- 
lity, becaufo the council and their dependants held foarcs in all the 
fupplies for the public fervice, whether in the camp or city. Some- 
thing of thefe accufations might be true ; but Mr. De Leyrit, the 
governor, was a man of diffinguifhed moderation and equity ; and 
other members of the council were likewife men of worth, foperior 
to fuch praftices ; but all who were not, Ihcltered their own cha- 
radlers under the public difbelief of the calumnies againft thofe who 
were guiltlefs of the delinquencies imputed to them : and all know- 
ing Mr. I.ally’s averfion to Mr. Bully, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry fince the liege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his 
perfon and charadler, and continually expreffed their regrets at the 
indiferetion of the miniftry in France appointing Mr. Lally to the 
a fupreme 
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lupreme command in India,' when they had it in their power to 
have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuccefsful fcrviccs as 
Mr. Bufly. 

As foon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi- 
cherry, 6o Europeans were fent to Karical; againil which place, 
from its diftance and fituation on the fca-ffiore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng- 
lifh fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow, 
whofe ravages liad greatly impaired fhe revenues expefted from the 
adjacent diftrids ; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Joleph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three 
companies of Sepoys, under the command ofHunterman, the fer- 
jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the 
French 'party ; which thereupon returned to Trivadi: where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 huifars, 500 black horfe, and 
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
of the French diftrids ; when, by forced marches they fuddenly in- 
vefted Elavanafore on the 5th of July ; and took it by aflault on the 
nth. Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thi^^r; his gallantry, and the 
importance of the place, which protefted all the diftrifls fouthward 
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort 
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could 
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
of Sepoys, marched under the comifiand of Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by 1000 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, 
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly countries, 
which he expefted would have been left to liis management. Kift- 
narow, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s detachment, came out 
of Thiagar with all his horfe, and Ibme Sepoys, in the night of 
the 1 2th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Seijeant 
Hunterman, with the reft of the three companies of Sepoys hejiad 
brought, and what foot Kiftnarow ufually kept in Thiagar,* re- 
mained to defend it, until his return with the reinffircement. At 
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break of day on .the 14th, the whole body of the French troops, 
now commanded by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made a forced 
march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pcttah at 
the bottom of the rock, and invefting it on every fide on the plain, 
brought two guns againft the two oppofite gates on the north and 
Ibufh, and dilpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. The 
fight was every where (harp ; both the efcalades and the attack on 
the north gate were repulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
ftill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to 
the gateway of the paflage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having loft one third of his Sepoys ; but the enemy 
more, having 200 of theirs, and thirty Europeans, killed and wound- 
ed. They had fcarcely difpofed their guards, when their fcoutc 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliaid and Kiftnarow were 
approaching, and were within a tew miles ; on which, Fumel, with 
the irapetuofity of his nation on fuccefs, marched out with moft of 
the tropps, but without the field-pieces ; and met the Englifh, who 
were advancing faft on tKe plain within two miles from the fort. 
Halliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy ftood ; 
and, iuftead of coming on as Halliard expedled, waited till their 
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na- 
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral ; on which the whole of 
this daftardly body w^nt off, and left the infantry unflanked. Hal- 
liard and Kiftnarow w'cre in this inftant riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy’s ; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command ; 
againft 'W'hom the enemy, feeing the horfe gobg off, advanced to 
the pufh of bayonet. There was, not far in. the rear of the Englifh 
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the ftores 
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a fafe ftation to lecure 
thf field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as faft as they 
could, thinking they fhould be covered by the reft of the infantry ; 
avho, £onfufe4 by thefe various appearances of terror in others, took 
5 panic 
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panic themfelves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 
tlieir breads ; and all inflantly fell under the fabres of th .ir blu^^k 
cavalry ; meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kidn.irow were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
road to Tritchinopoly. All the Europeans were killed, or made pri- 
foiiers : all the Sepoys thiew down their arms, and ludered more, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them 
got back to Tritchinopoly. Klftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry ; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, dlfcharged his 
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. He 
was afterwards found dead five niiles from the field of aftjon; his 
head and bread bruifed with violent ftrokes of his plftol, under which 
he is fuppofed, as he had neither cartridges nor fword, to have ex- 
pired, and to have inflided this fevere, but needlefs execution on 
himfelf, to avoid the difgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftiiarow’s officer in the upper foit to liir- 
render, who, encouraged by Seijeant Hunterman, refufed; which 
obliged them to fend toChittapet and Vandiwafh, for three mortars^ 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th ; when Hunterman, diaving nearly expended all the ammuni- 
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms 
for the whfde garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Engllfh 
Sepoys ; all being permitted to march away with their arms, their 
pel Tons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, ai\d under an: efcort 
of French troops to the diftance they chofe; the aitillery only ex- 
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded witli an en- 
fig^i’s commiflion. 

Nothing of confequence had pafled between the two armies fince 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions of fmall 
parties to drive off cattle, of which the Englifh colledled 5 or 6000- 
The French gprrilbn in tlie fort of Arcot confifted pf 60 Europeans 
and fix companies of Sepoys ; and being as ill paid as the reft of the 
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to Colonel Monfon, profering 
to deliver up the fort for a reward in money. At the fame time, 
Kellidar of Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans, anolie 
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of Timeiy, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. Ti- 
mery, from its dlftance, was not deemed worth the piirchale ; but 
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication v/ith It by Covre- 
pauk, induced die prefidency to accept the terms cf thefe forts, al- 
though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of exccu- 
•tion ajiproached, confefled that they could not fucceed ; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwafli, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
their march (lopped the bargain with Covrepauk. 

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had 
driven fiom Tnpetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town In the hills, 1 5 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, fub- 
jc<fl to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe affiilance he raifed 
forces, moftly fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the 
night of the 30th of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Tri- 
petty, got poffeffion of the temple on the fummit. The troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign 
Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 
of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for 
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town. 
They accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning ; and, after (tormiffiing an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lofs of 20 men killed and wounded ; but the Morattoes ftill kept 
pofl'effion of the pagoda. A few days after, the town was rein- 
forced by the prefidency of Madrals, with three companies of Sepoys, 
1 5 Europeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
“tlie better cafts, are permitted to afeend the hill on which the pagoda 
(lands ; for the Bramins pretend, that if the fummit ftiould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda In the re- 
miflion of fins would be loft, until reftored by an immenfc purification. 
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys font by the prefidency were 
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and vaiious cafts of Indians, fo 
that^out of the fix hundred, only 80 were worthy to mount to the 
aflault: and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter 
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neverthelefs, with tlie 8'o Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks, 
in all not exceeding 560 men, ventured to attack the enemy In pof- 
feffion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs; but the blood flied 
in the attack did not unfanftify the pagoda. 

In the latter part of June, three of the ufual fhips arrived from 
England, with ioo recruits, fent by the Company ; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king’s 
fervice, were coming in other ihips, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have f^n ferving 
in Bengal with the rank of major ; he was appointed to the com- 
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal ; but with permlffion to 
flop and ferve with his regiment, if more neceffary, on the coaft of 
Coromandel. The fatisfadlion arifing from this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of Direftors ; 
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal frofn the revolution of 
Plaffy, and by reprefentations of its fufficiency to fupply their other 
prefidencies, had determined to fend no more treafure to any of them 
until the year 1760 ; but for every reafon this intelligence was kept 
within the council. 

At this time likewife, 200 Englilh prlfoners were received from 
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of French releafed 
at Tritchinopoly ; but more than one half of the Englilh were fea- 
men, taken m the frigates ftranded at St. David’s, and other veflels ; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz- 
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objeflis they had been 
obliged to negleft, in order to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrafs : and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the beft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by 
fea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of 
Tanjore. 

Three companies of Sepoys had been fent to bring away as many^ 
of the French prifoners as they could guard from Mafulipatam. 
As the fea was adverfe, they marched by land, and w'ere joined on 
the road by loohorfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore. They arrived at 
Yql, II, T t t Mafulipatam 
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Mtafulipatam on the ift of Jutie, and on tbe-i 5th began their march 
back with 200 of the prifbnecs ; but on the 3d day were recalled by 
Colonel Forde, in confluence of intelligence which threatened ‘ 
their farther progrefs with danger. 

The Subah Salabadjiug, on his return frOm Mafulipatam, halted ‘ 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with- 
his brother Nizamally. An interview enliied, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by tlie reftoration of Nizamally 
to the fame extenfive powers in the government of the Decan, 
which had excited the apprehenfions of Mr. Bufly, and the mortal 
hatred of both to each other, in the beginning of the preced- 
ing year. This revolution in the ad'miniftration deprived Baf- 
faulet Jting, the other brother,. of all Kis power ; which had been con- 
fiderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of 'Sala- 
badjing. He therefore marched away in feeming dlfguft' with his 
brothers ; but with moft againft the ableft ; and took with him the 
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. They were 
200 Europeans, and the zooo.Sepoys under the command of Zul- 
fa'car Jung : his own were 1 500 good horfe, and 5000 foot of va- 
rious forts, with a train of heavy wtillery. They recroflfed the 
Kriflna, fummoniag acknowledgements, and plundering the coun- 
try ; and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam, . 
were arrived at Condavue,,jvithin 50 miles of the road of his march. 
From hence, Baflaulut Jtmg, and his principal iofficers, fent forward 
threatening Icttcis to Na^eabulla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Polygars, as well’ as all the leder ones along the Pennar, ordering 
them to account for their fhares of the tribute with the arrears,' due 
to the throne through the officiality of the Subah of the Decan, 
by whom Baffaulet Jung pretended he was commiflibned to call them 
to account j and, as a more efife^lual terror, gave out, that he Ihould ' 
pafs througly their countries, in order to* jom the French at Arcot. 
The flile of his letters, and Hill more his approach, had deterred • 
Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars, fVom giving any affif- 
tance to the Englifh in recovering the mountain of Tripetti j 
although all applied to Madrafs for affiftance to defend themfelvbs. 
This confternation was ftrong, when the renter was repulfed in the 
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attafckof mountsdn; and, on the news of his ill fuccefs, 200 
of the'Wack horfe, with' three companies of Sepoys, weie fent from 
the army at Coigiveram to Tripal 5 >re, where they would be in 
readinefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or 
to march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party 
was fcarcely arrived at TripalTore, when theprefidency received intelli- 
gence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys, 
and horfe, fent from Arcot to Narraln Sauftry,' were marching rhuiid 
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the townof Tripetti; which 
if they Ihould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in September 
would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refifted by French 
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult ; whereas, in the pre- 
fent ftate, Narrain Sauftiry in poffeffion of the mountain, and the 
Englifh of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, excepting 
by a compromife. The importance of this objed, and of the other 
concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidcncy to fend Major 
Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived at 
Tripetti' on the 8th of July ; but, as before, the icinforcement of 
Sepoys fuiniftied few of the right fort to attack the mountain. Cal- 
liaud therefore marched witli the Europeans, four companies of 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and 
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for 
ikulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, bemg entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the fiift barrier. At the fecond, Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier, 
and the firft difcliarge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and 
feveral of his men, after which the detachment met no farther refif- 
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
in the afternoon at the Polygar’s town ; which they found abandoned, 
burnt it down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next 
day they returned to Tripetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in 
the mountain would be as much difeouraged, as the renter’s people 
were elated by this fuccefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, who, 
T £ t 3 with 
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with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Nar/ain 
Sauftiy had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the 
enemy, after Ikirmifhing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to tal^ ihelter in the hills of MatUver. Four of the renter's men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, and no ^ther tidings of the French party 
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the i&th with alt 
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 
with Wilcox. 

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti„ 
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of fome Sepoys 
and horfe in the Hurts of Bomerauze'a country, to iecond a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the 
advices were fi> intirely credited at Madrais, that Colonel Brereton, 
without waiting to adviie with the council, (ordered Major Monfon 
to move the army from Conjeveram towards* Arcot, as nearer to 
fuccour whatlbever the enemy m%ht intend' to diftrefs. They 
marched on the 5th and on the 7th in the morning appeared be<> 
fore Covrepauk, with two iS and* two i z pounders. This fort is 
imall, but well-built of Hone, and has a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monfon fummened the officer, more according 
to form, than his own expectation of the anfwei: he received, which 
was, that, if the garrifon, whites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foMiers with their knaplacks, and the officers 
with their efieCts, the g^te ffiould he immediately delivered : the ca- 
pitulation was tranfoCted and concluded in lefs than an hour. This 
eafy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French garrifon of Arcot would not make all the defence they 
m%ht ; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the pth. The garrifon Ihewed 
good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that nothing 
could be done, until the Englifh army were fupplied with a train 
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part of the French army 
might arrive from their different cantonments to the relief of Arcot ; 
and for this reafon, Major hfoofon, before he received the orders of 
S the 
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the prefidenqr, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left 400 Euro- 
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re- 
venues of the country between thefe two ftations^ 

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at 
Negjqjatam, where they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by 
Captain jofeph Smith at Tritchkiopoly, who caufod them to be 
driven to the fea-coaA, out of the obfervation of the king of Tanjore, 
In the end of June, a Danifli veflel arriving at Tranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail of French Ihips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in 
Ceylon ; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French fhips, Mr. 
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the n.e. headland of 
the ifland, which all velTels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the 
expefled (hips from England, with the firft divifion of Coote’s regi- 
ment, with which he returned, and anchored On the 30th at Nega- 
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and (lores 
they had brought for the ufe of his Iquadron were taken out^ The 
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the 5th of Auguft, and" 
notwithffcandkig the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on. foore, requefted Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to- 
feme wkh him in the cxpe£led engagement with the French fqua- 
dron. Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch go- 
vernment of Batavia:, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fjul to- the bay of Bengal ; and on the 
8th fix fliips arrived at Negapatam, having left another iu the bay 
of Trincanomaly* They had on board 500 European (bldiers, and 
1500 difdplined Malays,, with abundance of military (lores. Various 
reports and conjectures were formed of the deftination of this force. 
The Dutch thcmlHvcsgave out, that it was chiefly iir tended to re- 
inforce their garrifons on the coaft ; and their unavowed emiflaries 
reported, that the whole were to aCl as auxiliaries to the Ehglilh- 
agaiiift the French on the Coaft of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke knew 

how 
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how'inuih the military force in Bengal had been dimiiiilhed by the 
expedition to Mafulipatam, and might fnffer by the ufual mortality of 
the climate ; and reafoningfrom the antipathy of the Dutch govern- 
ment to the great fuccefles and-power which the Englilh had lately ac- 
quired in Bengal, fufpefted'that the armament he faw was principally 
Intended to reduce their influence in that country'; and’, with the 
fpirit of confiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the 
public fervice, which on ail occafions diftinguiftied his command, 
lent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of them 
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They wfere all landed 
by the a5th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refrefhed, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco- 
vered from his illnefe, agahi took the command. 

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
Pol3rgar of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
laver’s people, began to repair the town ; on whick Enfign Wilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path ; and when they came to the 
open fpot of the town, where they expefted no refiftance, met the 
moft, hy a continual fire from the thickets round. Wilcox never- 
tlielefs perlifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mulket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley, and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fa that thelofs was only three 
Europeans killed, and 1 4 Sepoys wounded. 

The French party of Sepoys and black horfefrom Arcot, had been 
beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, 10 miles n . w . of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew- 
ing their incurfion ; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops of the renter of Covrepauk, 
fent by Captain Wo^, who commanded in the fort. The enemy 
fled at the firft fire, leaving 70 mulkets, and 17 horfes, and the Se- 
poys remained to guard the ineareft pafs leading from Lallapet mo 
Bomerauze's country. ' • ’ 

Baflaulet 
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Baffauifct Jung^ with his army, had, in this while, continued his 1759. 
march from Condaw to the ^outh, and, having paffed Ongole, at- 
tacked tl>e of J^ollore, about 30 miles to the north of Nelore ^ 
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damerla- 
Venkytapah-ndigue, was of his dependance. Thb fuccefs encreafed 
the fright of all the three polygars, and of NazeabuUa in Nelore ; 
and all renewed their applications to Madrafs for immediate affift- 
ance, and the Tripetty renter was fully perfuaded, that Baflaulet Jung 
intended to getpofleffion of the pagoda, .before the greatfeaft, which 
begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 20, pool. ; 
and it was known, that ^ITaulet Jung was in ftri^k correfpondence- 
with Pondicherry. - 

To thefe alarms on the north of the province, were added others 
in the fouth. Tlie detachment with Fumel which had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as far as, Vplcondah, after mt^ny threats 

and meflages, they had frightened the Kellidar out of 60, ooo» rupees 
and, during the negoclation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
ftreights of Utatoor. It. was then reported, that Furnel intended to 
advance with the whole, "snd take poffeflion of the illand of Sering* 

Ham, wiicK would ^ve them all the country between Thiagar and. 
Tritchinopoly. Th'is detachment could not be oppofed in time 
from hfadrafs; becaufe the inteijacent country was under 
the enemy’s garrifonsj and whatfoever troops might, be I'ent 
from hence, proceeding half, way by fea againft the monfoon, and 
then through the country of Tanjore, would- not enter into aftioii 
in lefs than fix weeks, and then, if fuccefsful, would be out of the 
reach of recall. Tritchinopoly was the heaoreft ftation to make head 
againft them; but the whole garrifon would not, in the field, have 
been equal to the force with Pumel. 

Fortunately, in this concuijrence of perplexities, the diftrefles and 
difeontent of the French army had continued as urgent asevei, even 
after the expence of the campaign was -diminiflied by their retreat 
into quarters. In the beginning of Auguft, the whole of Lally’s re- Au ■ uil. 

gl'ment, excepting the lerjeants and corporals, and 50 of the fol- 
diers, mutinied, and marched out of the fort of Chittapdt, declar- 
ing ’that they would not return to their colours, until they had 

received 
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1759. received theit pay, bf wliich many montlis was m airrteailf.' ^eir 
‘ ’ A " officers', hy furmfhing their own money, ahd engaring theii* honour 
for ftidre, brought them back, excepting 30, who dlfperf^ about the 
country : but this' defeftion, which the catde exempted flilom rigorous 
|>unifhmenr, fhook the difciplinO of the whole army. 

From this view of ciroumftances, the Frefidency of Madrafs re- 
folved to leave fortiething tO chance in the extremities, rather than 
dimlnifh the fuperiority, which their £ 6 rcs had liftely acquired in 
the center of the province; by the feinfordemenfs arrived from Eng- 
land, and the ehemy''s detachment to the fOuthward; and determined to 
employ this advantage immec&ately agaihft VandiWafh, the mod im- 
portant of the enemy’s ftations between Madrafs and Pondicherry, 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
ftores neceffary for tlie attack, were fent to (!!hinglapett ; but whilft 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve- 
ram, arrived the Revenge, on the night of the 10th of September, 
with important intelligence from the fquadron. 

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretendiiig that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervlce of all their mallbolah boats, would fpare 
none to water the Englifh ihips ; t6 procure which, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the zoth with the fquadron for Trinconamalee, where com- 
mon boats can ply to the ihore. They anchored there on the 30th, 
but at the mouth of the harbour ; and the Revenge was fent for- 
ward to cruize off the Friar^s Hood. On the zd of September, at 
ten in the niornmg, fome fhips were dilbovered to the s. E. Soon 
aftM' came down the Revenge, chafod and fired upon by one of the 
Grangers, which denoted them to be the long-expcfted enemy. The 
Englifh fquadron weighed immediatety, and could not get within 
<cannon-fhot of them by fun-fet ; but perceived that the number and 
iftrength of the fhips greatly exceeded the force they had met the 
year before. 

Mr. D’Ache having left the coaR, as we have feen, on the 3d of 
September, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Ifle of France, 
and founi^ the port a reinforcement of three men of war, under 
the command of Mr. D^giuUe, an officer of experience and reputa- 
tion, 
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cion. Sevpr^ of the Company’s veffels, but none of force, for enough 
had been fent before, were likewife arrived from France. The crews 
of all thefe ihips amounted to 5500 men, and all the provifions 
vt^hich could be colledled in the illes, or even drawn from Mada- 
gafcar, with the fupplies fent from Europe, were iiifufficient to feed 
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diftrefs, 
and it was at length determined to fend one of the men of war, 
with eight of the Company’s (hips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to 
purchafe provifions fufficient for the fquadron in the enfuing voyage, 
and, in the mean time, the crews would be fupported without 
breaking in upon the general Hock. Thefe fliips arrived off the Cape 
in the beginning of January ; and two of thean iiad the luck to fall 
in with and take the Grantham, an EngUlh Eaft-lndia Ihip, dif- 
patched from Madrafs in September, They purchafed, but at a vaft 
expence, a great quantity of grain, wine, and meat, and returned to 
the Ifle of France in April and May ; after which, the fttength of 
four of tlie Company’s figlitmg (hips, which had not hitherto 
mounted the number of guns they were built for, were armed to 
the full fcale of their couftru«ftion. Thefe alterations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure of the fquadron until the 1 7th 
of July. They went firft to the ifle of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point, in the iflaud of Madagafcar, to take in feme rice, and other 
provifions, which had been procured there ; and on the 30th of 
Auguft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
of Trinconomaly ; where they received intelligence of tlie Englifli 
fquadron, and two days after came in fight of them off Point Pedras. 
The land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dif- 
tances from the fhore, the curients likewife various, fquauls, a fog, 
and contrary courfes whilfl: feeking each other when out of fight, 
kept them afunder, or out of immediate reach, until the loth of 
September, when they again fell in with one another off Fort St. 
David. The French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line of 
battle a-head, their heads to the Eaft. The Englifli having the 
VoL. II. U u u wind 
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1759. wind came down a breaft, and at two in the afternoon were within 
sT'einber S**”'^^* when each ftiip edged to get into their ftations- al(Migfid6 of 
thar alloted antagonifts. 

The Englifli fquadron confifted of nine fliips of the line, attended 
by a frigate, the Queenftorough, two of the Company’s Hiips, 
and the Prote6lor converted to a fire Ihip. The French were 1 1 fail 
of the line, of which four were of the navy of France, and they had 
three frigates under their lee. Difference of failing, and difappointment 
in working, prevented the Euglifh from forming their line with as 
much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for tl^m, drawn 
up in order of battle. 

The French line was led by the A£llf of 64, one of the King*!s 
Ihips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s, 
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the ftouteft fhip in the fquadroii, having in her lower tier 
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40- 
Englifh j then flood three of the Company’s fhips, the Due d’Orleans 
of 60, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five 
formed the van. Mr. D’Ache, in the Zodiaque, hoifled his flag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74 : the four 
others of the rear-divifi<xi were the Due de Bourgogne, of 56, the 
Illuftre, of 64, the Fortun^e of the fame rate as the Illuflre, and 
the Centaur of 68 ; of which only the Illuflre was a King’s fhip. The 
Elizabeth of 70 led the Englifh line, followed by the Newcafllc of 
70, the Tiger of 66, and the Grafton of 74, in which was Rear-Ad- 
miral Stevens ; thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the 
Yarmouth of 74, was in the center, followed by the Cumberland of 
66, the Salifbury of 56, the Sunderland of 60, and the Weymouth of 
60 clofed the rear. The total battery of tlie French fquadron ex; 
ceedod the Englifh by 126 guns, and confequently by 63 in a£lion. 

The Grafton was the firfl fhip up, and whilfl prefenting her broad- 
fide fell a-breaft of the 2 iodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as in the 
two engagements of die lafl year, intended to referve for himfelf. 
Mr. D’Ache immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began 
to fire on the Graftoiv, the firfl fhot at 15 minutes after two ; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not 
3 appear 
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appear until 'five 'minutes after, when the Yarmouth was vtry near 
and tanged againfi the Comte de Provence. The firing then be- 
came gdheral through both lines ; but the Sunderland, the laft but 
one of the Englilh line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth 
behind her. By this mifchance the Saliibury, which was much the 
weakeft Ihip, being only of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the Illuftre, and 
fuftained likewife the fire of the Fortunce behind, which the Sun- 
derland Ihould have taken up, at leafi in this fiate of the aftion : 
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 1 5 minutes the 
fall of the Salifbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged 
her to quit the line : but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting a- 
head, engaged the Illuftre. The three fhips of the Engliih van, 
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen fbon, and in good order, 
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the Adif, 
w'hich was oppofed to the Eliiabeth, took fire, which brought the 
ctew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their 
confufion plyed her exceffively, and foon drove her out of the line 
to extinguifti the fire: the Elizabeth ftill edging down upon 
her, was ftopped by the Minotaur ftarting forward ; which obliged 
her to haul her wind again, and this operation fhot her beyond the 
line of aftion. The Newcaftle then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 to a 74 ; and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been 
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcaftle, by 
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next Ihips. The fight between 
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes ; when 
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on 
which Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
the two Ihips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur ; and her broad-fide, 
as (he was pafting on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. In the 
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the Illuftre, was likewife 
attacked by her follower, the Fortunce f and in ten minutes, 
before fhe had fired three rounds, her maintop-fail fell, and her 
U u u 2 ' head- 
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1759. head-braces being likewife (hot away, her foretop-fail fwung a-bacfc, 
Se ember* a-ft^rn of both her antagonifts. At ten mi- 

eptem r. Count de Provence, which had flood the Yar- 

mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa- 
llfbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. The Wey- 
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-ftern in the 
rear ; but at three o’clock, the Salifbury came again into the engage- 
ment; and, on the French fide, thellluftre, feeing the twoifhips 
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only 
Ihips engaged were the Minotaur and Due d’Orleans againft the 
Qrafton, the Zodiaque againft the Yarmouth, the Illuftre againft 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunee and Centaur againft the Sa- 
lifbury and Sunderland. The pilot of tlie Zodiaque feeing, as he 
thought, the Fortunee and Centaur going off likewife, put the 
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D’Ache was running to 
correft him, a grape fhot carried off the flefh of his thigh, to the 
bone ; he fell fenfelefs, anaougft four or five who were killed or ftruck 
down with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before ; and the i^cer who took the command after Mr. 
D’Adid fell, wore the fhip to rejoin the comrades which had al- 
ready left the line. The Centaur, Illuftre, and Minotaur, think- 
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and fet fail 
to accompany him. The Englilh ftfips ftUl in adlion endeavoured to 
follow them, but were foon left out of gun-fhot, and all firing 
ceafed at ten minutes after four. 

In this engagement the rear divifioii foffered much lefs than 
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland 
ahead of her, the whole loft was onfy two men killed ; never- 
thelcfs the Centaur, the laft of the enemy’s rear, fuf&red as 
much in her mafts and rigghig fropi their fire, as any of the 
other fhips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
her Captain, Surville the elder, was killed. The Saliibuiy had 16 

killed. 
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killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland 8, and 30; the Yar- 1759- 
mouth 10, and 27; the Grafton 13, and 37; the Tiger, which ' — 
fufFered the moft of any, 37, and 140; the Newcaftle 26, and 
65. The Eli/.abeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and 
369 wounded. In the Newcaftle, the captain, Michie, an officer 
of diftinguiftied gallantly, was killed; as were Mr. Jackfon, the 
firft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the 
marines in tlie Eluabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brere- 
ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet of the Cumberland, the fe- 
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Sallfbury, 
were wounded. None of the Englifh ftiips, after the engagement, 
could fet half their fail ; and the Newcaffie and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lols of the 
French crews was fuppofed to be equal ; but when they went away 
together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails. 

The uncertainty of the number of troops which the French 
fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre- 
fidency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re- 
Iblved to make on Vandiwafh ; but to fend a part of their troops to 
Tripaffore to fupport that part of the country againft Baffaulut Jung 
But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to delift from 
the enterprize, from which he expefted to acquire diftinguiflied 
honour; and the prelidency, unwilling to check his ardour, re- 
frained from giving him politive orders to delift. 

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impaflhble until 
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram ; it had 
been reinforced with 40 men from Chinglapett, under the command 
ofPreftoh, and with 100, of 158 releafed prilbners, which had arrived 
at this garrifon on the i ith from Pondicherry. The whole force was 
1500 Europeans, 80 Coffres, and 2500 Sepoys, infantry; 100 Eu- 
ropean, and 700 black cavalry ; 10 field-pieces, and two eighteen- 
pounders ; and two more eighteen pounders were to join from Ching- 
lapett. 

On the 27th in the morning, the horfe before the line, when ’ 
within three miles of Trivatorc, fell in with 50 of the French huf- 

fars, 
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1759. (ars, who flood them, but, ovei powered by numbers, were routed, 
and eight, with an officer, taken prifoners ; in the afternoon, the 
cptem cr. Trivatore, which confifted only of a captain and 22 

men of the JLorrain regiment, furrendered on the firfl: fummons. 
The main body of the enemy had adv^anced fiom Vandiwalh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles 
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without flopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
them; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to 
Vandiwalh ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor 
Tuckeafaheb, notwithftanding the ftridnefs of his alliance, was very 
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fome of their 
gunners ; and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com- 
pel him. The Englifli army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend 
about three miles to the n. w. of the fort. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but neither 
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of fpies, difeovered the real ftatc 
of the enemy’s force. 

On the march of Major Monfbn to Arcot in the beginning of 
Auguft, the French drew the greateft part of their Europeans from 
the garrifons of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main body at Vandiwalh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot 
impraflicable, returned to Conjeveram: on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the 
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrifons ; which 
reduced the European infantiy that returned to Vandiwalh to 600 ; 
but tlie wdiole of the European cavalry, who were 300, went with 
them. The fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lally to recall the 
detachment to the fouthward with Vifeount Fumel, who were 
then before Volcondah ; but Fumel, not having levied the con- 
tribution he expefted, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon- 
fon’s retreat, was permitted to perfift, and had time to finilh. 

During 



Book XI. The Caenatic, 

During the delay between the firft refolution, and the prefent 
motion of the Englilh army to attack Vandiwafli, the government 
of Pondicherry obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the in- 
tention, and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men 
from the adjacent garrifons. They likewife again recalled Fumel, 
and more than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry, 
from whence they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwalh, 
and, as it was reported, under the command of Mr. Bufly.' Major 
Brereton received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no 
information that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at 
Vandiwafh ; and thus computing the whole number aflembled there, 
including the cavalry, inflead of 1300, to be only 900 Europeans, to 
which his own force was nearly double, thought no time Ihould be loft 
before the arrival of the detachment theyexpefted from Pondicherry, 
and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of the 
29th, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwafh. 

There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w., the s,, 
and the e. ; the w. at 150, the s. at 220, and the e. at tlie diftance 
of 1 70 yards. The fouth pettah contained the houfes of the more 
opulent inhabitants, and was incloled on the e. s. and w. by a 
mud rampart, which on the s. fide had circular projeflions to ferve as- 
baftions ; hut the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that the 
guns of the fort might preferve their command' on the ftreets and 
houfes. The pettah to the eaft commenced oppofitte to’the n. e. angle, 
and extending 650 yards, covered the eaft fide of the fort, of the ef- 
planadc, and of tlie pettah to the fouth. The w^efteriv pettah ex- 
tended only along the breadth of the efplanade to the foutji r it had 
for Ibme time been abandoned, and w^as ki lukis, and nioft of the 
natives, oh the approach of the Englifti army, had quitted their iia- 
bitations in the other two. TIic French cavalry lay m the eafterii 
pettah. Their infantry were under Iheds and tents in the covered 
way and on riie efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on 
the ramparts of, the fouth pettah ; but none as they ought, in the 
ruined pettah to the weft^. 


A thoufiuid: 
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A thoufand Euiopeans, including a company of 8o CofFrees* and 
fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack : they were 
divided into three divifions ; the firft led by Major Monfon, was to 
afiault the fouth face of the fi>uth pettah, and having entered, were to 
advance through the ftreets to the eiplanade,where the main body of the 
French troops were lying; who at the fame time were to be attacked 
on the right by the lecond divifion, advancing out of the pettah to 
the weft : this divifion was commanded by Major Robert Gordon. 
The third Major Brereton commanded himfelf, as the refeive for 
occafions, and they took poft under a ridge which runs parallel to 
the weft face of the fouth pettah, but farther back on the plain than 
the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European and black 
horle were to halt a mile in the rear of Brereton’s. The reft of 
the troops were left to guard the camp. Moufon’s divifion confifted 
of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that were in the 
army, and they had one company of Sepoys as attendants : Gordon’s 
were 200 Europeans, and 80 Coffrees ; Brereton’s 360 Europeans 
and 500 Sepoys. Each of the tliree divifions had two excellent brafs 
fix-pounders. 

The pettah to the South has three principal ftreets, which in- 
terfe£l it intirely from north to fouth, and feveral others in the 
fame diredlion, of (hotter extent ; nor are any of the crofs-ftreets 
from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other, 
and (bme of them are only (hort communications between the 
ftreets in the other direftion : lb that many dodging advantages 
might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings aitd inter- 
leclious. At two in the morning, the head of Monlbn’s divifion 
approached towards the gateway on the foutli face of the pettah, and 
were challenged and declared by two or three Sepoys advanced on 
the plain to look out ; on which the guards on the ramparts began 
to fire. The gateway was in a return of the rampart from the left, 
and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, fo 
that the two field-pieces which were advancing at the head of the 
line could not batter the gate at lefs than 150 yards, without 
being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampart, which 
I with 
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with the uncertainty and delay of their efKj£k in the duk, deter* 1759. 

mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once, It had neither ditch ^ 
nor pallifade before it, and the firft grenadiers Hghted Upon a pait, 
which, for want of repair, permitted them to fcrambic up, and 
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and let In the main body of the dlvilion.* The g^te- cptered 
upon the principal ftreet of the three which leads through the peltah 
to the efplanade ; and the other two are about 50 yards on each 
hand. The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground 
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad ; and then 
formed into three columns, one in each of the ftreets ; but the two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. All the tlirce 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as poffible on the fame 
parallel, the two outer columns fending fmall parties into the crofs 
ftreets on their outward flanks to difl. dgc the enemy from whatfoever 
pofts their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was 
frequent and from feveral ; but the grtateft annoyance was from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, filing down the center 
ftreet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field-pieces, 
with the center column. Firing had been heard on the ground al- 
lotted to Gordon’s divifion, but foon ccafed. In an hour and a half 
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplanade, where 
to their furprize they met no farther reCftance ; and dilappointed 
of the afliftance they expefted from Gordon’s divilion, it was re- 
folved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up a 
barricade at the head of the center-ftreet, which for want of proper 
tools was very infufficiently performed. Their lofs hitherto was not 
ten killed and wounded. 

A Iky rocket was the fignal for Gordon’s divifion to advance from 
the weftern pettah, and it was fired as foon as Moiifon’s had entered 
the fouthern. The troops of Gordon’^ had, for fear of difeoveri', 
kept on the fide of the pettah fartheft f. am the efplanade, but Pref- 
ton and two or three more officers had examined the ftreets, which 
Were very narrow, and beyond on the efplanade, where they found 
VoL. II. X X X the 
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1759, the ground rugged, and interrupted with floughs and ftanding water, 
Gordon not having acquired any diftindt ideas from their report, 
boggled, and was confofed in the orders he gave. At length it was 
underftood, that the troops, as foon as they had palled through the 
pettah, were to form on the elplanade in divifions, which would be 
ry in front. , The feleft picquet of 40 picked men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Dela Douelpe, who were to lead the attack, were foon 
through, and formed, and advancing. Gordon himfelf was to 
march at the head of the main body, but he was not to be 
found when it was ranging on the elplanade ; and Prefton, his fecond, 
not knowing the motives of his abfence, would not venture to take 
his poll ; and thus the whole were Hopped, waitmg his return. The 
picquet marched with recovered arms, and without dropping a Ihot, 
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah, where the 
rampart had a llioulder, on W'hich were mounted two pieces of cannon, 
which by the direftion of the ftreets could not be turned to any fer- 
vice in the fight behind them ; and it Ihould feem that the enemy 
had difeovered the fituation and intention of Cxordon's attack, for a 
confiderable body of infantry were waiting at the angle, fome on the 
rampart, and others at the edge of the houfes below ; wlio, as loon 
as the picquet were within a few yards, fuddenly threw a number 
of blue lights, which difeovered them intirely, and were inftantly 
followed by a ftrong running fire of mulketry, and the dilebarge of 
the two pieces of cannon j but the whole of the execution was 
from the mulketry, for as the picquet was almoft under the rampart, 
the cannon could not point low enough, and fired over their heads., 
E>buefpe returned the fire with difparity of fituation, and greater of 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with- 
out hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the di- 
vifion, efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied it, began to 
anfwer the two guns on the rampart. But his expeflations of farther 
fupport were vain. The (hot of the two guns from the rampart fell near 
the main bodjr whilft forming, and Ibme mulketry fired upon them 
from the covered way of the fort, on which the 80 coffrees all ran 
7 back 
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back into the pettah, and through it, quite away, and the Euro- 1759* 

peans not led on, and having nothing effedual to fire upon, foon el! — 

broke and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and the field- 
pieces ftill engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon was not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfevere, ran fingly to 
them, and brought them back to the pettah, where they joined the 
officers deferted by all the reft of the troops: but the artillery- 
men, animated by the well-known relblution of their commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, ftill ftood by him and their guns. The fugitives 
not all equally fiightened, made their way to the referved divifion 
with Brereton, who on the firft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pettah from whence they were coming, and in the ftrong impulfe 
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body : 
unfortunately he was one of the braveft in the armyj lb that 
this example carried little influence, and left none to exhorta- 
tion, and very few obeyed his call ; with whom he went as ftir as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte- 
nance had deterred the enemy from mtddng a pulh, which would 
cafily have taken them ; but Brereton, lenfiblc of the rilk to which 
they were expoled, ordered him to draw them off into the pettah, 
from whence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all were 
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthem pettah, where Gordon 
with four or five of die fugitives loon after appeared, coming in 
at the,gate to thefouth, where Monlbn’s divifion had entered. 

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and encreafed 
with the light. The gunners, whom the Kcllidar had admitted 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppofite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monlbn’s diviiion had ad- 
vanced ; and with the field-pieces on the elplanade, their fire was 
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, fiom 
the field-pieces at too yards. The return was from the two 
field-pieces at the head of the center-ftreet, and from platoons of 
mulketry in the other two. The dilparity was fevere, and could 
not be long maintained. The officers ordered the men not employ- 
X X X 2 ed, 



521 The Wa» of Coeomandel. Book XL 

1 759. cd, to f^ke {Keller under the fiieds projeftmg before the walls of the 

S MtemW irrifil^dSd Greets ; the (beds, as in the other towns of 

Coromandel, were feparated from each other by partitions of brick or 
mud: : fome withdrew into the crofs ftreets immediately behind. 
Nevcrthclels, all who appeared were fb exccffively galled, that it was 
neceflary to retreat; but'frtwn the continual hope of fupport from 
the two divilions without. Major Monfon wiflied not to quit the 
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is 
a continuation of ftreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
ftreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the laft ends upon 
the area of a pagoda, in which a party had been pofted, and the wound- 
ed were ftieltered andferved. The columnswereorderedtoretireintothis 
line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready to fire again. This movement flaggered the enemy, for they 
could do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets; and if they advanced along them, would be 
expofed in deep columns. Neverthelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and preffing to decide before the Englifti troops Ihould be reinforced 
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great 
fpiritand adivity, until they were convinced it could not fticcecd ; on 
which they fent off rfieir rears, which brought two of their field- 
pieces from the efplanade, and with them marched along aftreetad- 
ioining to the wefteni wall of the pettah, which led them to the pagoda 
towards this end of the crofs-ftreets : which the guard immediately 
abandoned, leaving (bme of the wounded in the pagoda ; having fc- 
cured this ftatlon, the party advanced the ficld-picces along the line 
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whole of Monfon’s^ 
divifion,againft which the attack in front ilkewife continued, and with 
tncieafing vivacity : and in a veiy little while the remaining field-piece 
of the divilion was difabled : bn which the men began to lofe courage, 
and Monfon confulting his fecond, Major Calllaud, they refblved to 
retreat and take poft againft the fouthern wall of the pettah. The 
grenadiers of one of tlie Company’s battalions were to halt near the 
1 gateway^ 
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gateway, but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening 1 7 59. 

their pace at every ftcp. Major Calliaud, who wrs near, inftead of ' — ^ 
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, flopped fuddenly 
before them, and cried, “ Halt.” The inftinft of difcipline pre- 
vailed. They tfoeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily 
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met 
him at the gate, and, in the midft of much vexation, thanked him 
with much cordiality ; but faid, that the whole body, ftill clofely 
preffed by the enemy, were faultering too foft to be trufted any 
longer ; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifque 
their going off in oonfufion of their own accord. The exhortations 
of their , commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Se- 
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif- 
teen prifoners. The enemy, by unaccountable overfight, did not 
follow them into the plain ; but were contented with firing from the 
wall : about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions, 
with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them ; at the fame time, they faw 
the wh<^ body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 riders, ap- 
proaching from the eaflern pettah, where they had remained in ex- 
peflation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, which, from 
want of alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture to attack after 
Brereton appeared. The whole returned to the bank, where Biere- 
ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, without molcftation or alarm. ’Fhe lofs, on the imme- 
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rank and file, 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. The Lieutenants Minns and 
Latour were the only officers ; but, it was fuppofed, that 70 rank 
and file were killed ; and that of this number, 50 fell in the pettah. 

The eagernefs of performing fome diftinguifficd fervice before Colonel 
Coote ftiould arrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the army, 
urged Colonel Brereton to make this attack, which was much 
more hardy than judicious, even if the enemy had not been re- 
inforced. 
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1759. inforccd. However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers 
StptemUr which fuftained the greateft part of the lols, rather 

encreafed than diminifhed the confidence of the army. The enemy 
fufFered as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mamville, who 
commanded againft Lawrence at Tritchinopoly, juft before the truce 
in 1754, and two Captains, were killed. 

The two fquadrons anchored on the nth, the day after they had en- 
gaged each other ; the Engliih in the road of Negapatam, the French 4 
leagues farther to the fouth, vsho being much lefs difabled, were 
ready to fail again on the 1 3thj and two days after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry. The fhips immediately landed whatfoever fupplies 
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafure amount- 
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the 
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were only 180 
men. Mr. D'Ache would not go aftiore, and fignified his inten- 
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. The feafon, although 
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his (hips more hurt than 
the £ngU(h ; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four 
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornilh to join 
Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
in the morning of the 19th, Mr. D’Ach6 made the fignal for weigh- 
ing, and all the (hips loofed their top-(ails, 

The fupplies they had brought were fo much lefs than the -wants 
and hopes of the colony, that difappointment appeared in every 
face ; but the fight of the (hips getting under fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, fpread univerfal ainfternation, and excited the utmoft 
indignation. All the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and 
even the clergy, aftembled at the governor's, and immediately 
formed themfeives into a national council ; which unanimoufly de- 
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fquadron muft produce 
the moft detrimental conlequences to the interefts of the ftate, as 
holding out to all the powers of the country an opprobrious ac- 
knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en- 
gagement, and could not (land another ; and that they utterly de- 

(paired 
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ipaired of every thing on fhore. In con^^uence of this deliberation, 
a proteft was imme^tely drawn, declaring Mr. D*Ach6 refponfible oaoben 
for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to 
complain to the King and minilby, and demand public juftice of 
his condudl. The (hip Due d’Orleans was by feme accident de- 
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com- 
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Ache, and a 
copy to every commander in the ^uadron, which were ^elve 
leagues out at fea when the Due d’Orleans joined them. Mr. 

D’Ach^ immediately held a general council of his captains, and 
on the 2 2d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry; and came 
afliore toconfult with Mr. Lally and the government. On the 25 th, 
in the morning, the Englifli fquadron-, coming from Negapatam, 
appeared ftanding in line of battle into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. All the French (hips weighed, but 
hawled the wind clofe, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their 
firft diftance from the Englkh, which they had it in their power to- 
bear down upon, and engage. Mr, Pococke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his hue of battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courfe, and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D*Ach6 ftill 
infifted on returning as foon as poffible to the iflands ; and the go- 
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed for his depar- 
ture, on Condition that he Ihould leave all the Coffrees ferving in the 
fquadroiiy which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either failors or 
marines ; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the 
30th of September. Mr. Lally, with his ufual fpleen, called the Eu- 
ropeans the feum of the fea ; and, indeed, moft of them for a while 
could be fit for little more than to do duty in the town, whilft the 
regular troops kept the field. 

The animofity of Mr. Lally to Mr. Bully had continued, without 
remilfion ; he even employed his emiflaries to perfuade Mr. Bully to 
make him a prefent of money, as a certain means of reconciliation ; 
i^itending to ufe the proffer as^ a confeflion of. Mr. Bully’s delin- 
quency, of which he was every where feeking proofs. Meannefs 
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i75p. andJ^mfcitwja VeT^ never i«ore ftnSUj united than in this design. 

OJio^ B»lSy, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered hi^ ere^t, 
if .emplcgred in community with the government of Pondichfetry 
and Mr. Lally’s, to raife money for tl^ public fervice ; but treated 
the limts of the other propofal, as' the defi)erate zeal of his adherents 
unwarranted by himfelf. They faw one another but feldom, but 
weie obliged to correfpond on public affeirs. The letters of Mr. 
I. ally were replete with fufpicion, jealouly, iofinuation, artifice, in- 
folence, farcafm, and wit ; Mn Bufiy's, with fagacity, caution, de- 
ference, argument, profound knowlegc, the jufVeft views of affairs, 
and the wileft means to promote their futcefs : and Mr. Lally hini- 
fejf, whilft he pretended to ridicule, relpe£lrcd the extent of his 
talents. Their diflention was in this Aate, when the arrival of a 
frigate from France on the aoth of Auguft brought orders from tlie 
king and miniftry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had 
been feut with commiffions fuperior to Mr. Bully’s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr, Lally. 
This diftia£tion produced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr. Lally, 
with feemiug complacence, alked the alfiftance of his counfels. The 
firft he gave was the molt obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the 
unfortunate but infignificant fon of Chundahfaheb, had lately found 
means to perfuade Mr. Lally to appoint him Nabob of the Car- 
natic ; and the ceremony had been performed with oftentation, in the 
mouth of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan, 
was a public renunciation of his alliance, and might be improved by 
Nizamally to confirm himiii the interefts of theEnglilh.The approach 
ofBailaulut Jungon the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Buffy a refource, not only to re-eftablifli the foriuer union 
with Salabadjing, but likewife to Arehgthen the immediate opera- 
tions of the French army, by offering Baflkulut Jung the government 
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the fan&ion of Salabud- 
jing, on conditioii that he would join them with his troops* Mr. 
Lally at firft revolted againft the idea : and his averfion to k was 

imputed 
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in^tibd of the uiSpoitance whicH Mr. 

Bu6^ l^'Ms utiffb^ce a t)ritiee long accuftomed 

tb than' to hia own 6blJ|;Mi0A$,toRtgah{ahehi 

who purchafed his ;|fowe?er, Mr. Lally 

had^ c^ilWdl^ 'that Mr. Bufly ffioiiht ikuM' with A detadiment 
to job BaHktalut Jung^ and conclude this ni^^^ion^ wheti the 
French i^uadron fuled away from Pondicherry^ where news 
ai^ved the fame day of the a&ion at Vandiwalh, which, Mr. 
l<ally, as a complete n&ory, fired a hundred guns round' (hd 
tamparts of Pondicheny^ and wrote mi|;aificent account of the 
fuecefs to every man of confequenee wlthm or near the ptovinde; ' 

Mr. arrived at Vandiwaih on the 5th of Odober.' The 
EngUfii army had left their encampment in fi^t of this place thfi 
day befiufe; they hadted two days atlMvatore^ during which heavy 
Kuns and* the bkd ^uality of the only water they had to drink broii^ 
iicknefs upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to qUk 
poft, and repair' to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the yth. 
On thofattiO day, Mh Bufty marched from Vandiwaih with dl the 
trooper tncamped’ there, reinforced from other parts to 1 500 Eurqpeair 
fix}t at^ jjbo horfot b^deS thb blade horle : he eapeded'the Ehglildi' 
might Wait* aind gjve battle, but they were gone ; and'^the garrifon 
left in ^rivatOre, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of 
SepoySij iiirrendered to him at diferetion. Draughting 1 50 of ther 
EtiiopM horfo, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Bafiaulut jfdng^ 
he lenfr back the reft of the army to Vandiwaih, and arrived aiMircot 
on the lOth ; where he was detained ‘foveral days^' by the cams of 
the mdnlbon. 

Baflinibrjong advancBigfirOm Pol^ gave out ftiat he would attack 
Neloid;> bvk whm he canw- near the Pennar quitted the fouthern 
reach^th ’tuttibgto the weft; encamped on the loth of September 
oa theij^btl of Sangam, a town with fevecal pagodas co the bank 
of ibd'fber, r6 miles ftomNelore. Here he fonfmoned Nazeabulla 
asd tbi'thcee'gyeater Polygsrs to come and pay ihdr obeiftance to 
himlfi pcffib*, H^iizeabiilk contrived to mdte him believe4nagnifted 

Vbi. D. Yyy reports 
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1759. rqiorts of the of his garrifon, and of troopt , Oopiing 
force it ftooi^l^dnfs/wliich brought on a civil ioterwtusle 
° between. ^h|an ^ bat ^e Polygars he; dei|)ifed, and rei^t^ 
fpare. however^ fearing ,o0end jthe 

9iQ(^^bared to evade the vifit by vapona excufes, ,4^ 
his liorfe ever the river to forage on the ifihfo lani fbrij|^f^^ " 
and to fei^e cattle and grain for the reft of tearmy. - 

ment not prevailing, he pafled the liyor with ^his' whole Joyce, al^d 
on the ifi of Odtober encamped at Sydaporamr a confidetabile 
where the hills of Bangar Yatcham beipn on this ddi$, ahd dttiatcd 
within ten miles of VenJdtj^hcrri, the pl^.of hia refidenc^i/and 
20 from. Kalaftri, which b the principal tow0 of Eliamerl^ Venki* . 
tap]^. Here he waited, not a little diftreffed,for money, and ct- 
petog the arrival of Mr. who, on the 1 8tb, had made his 
frrft day’s march from Arcoti when he was.froppedfoort by extraK 
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwafh. ’ ‘ ^ ' 

More'^than a year’s pay, was due to the whole army ; what money 
had been fupplied to them lately was in l^eu.pf their provifions, 
when not fumilhed r^larly. The foldiers believed, that .much 
more tbaticanie had been brought by the fquadroji, and, what; war 
woriie/ that their general had amafred and fecreted great wealth. 
Their Intrepidity at the a^on xof Vandiwalh had increafod ' the' 
indigii^iidn of their diftreffes. They pomplained contiiwally aiid 
openly,, nor did,^ ofBcet^ ehufo to panifh them nn ^his fooyet bof 
caufe foe plea of their .difoontent was „iPa hfoer^jthey 'vsitfoedi 
to preferve the ufual difeipline. On the z6fo fomefoldiers'‘<w Lorjrain’* 
were punifhed ; fome for negleft of duty, bnt others for iic^vitolmefs,^ 
vfoii:!! they could not avoid; In-lefsttlm'^m hnv^ afrsr.fo^.ebafrifo-. 
raent,. the drpi^s of Lprrai«,l compelled, by 40 ox,$o^ jfefplfoer*,'; 
who had: concerted, hc?t jlm gener^f and;. in m 
of the regiment- wai tmdet ‘3TOj;#d m.afew 
curted in thd fome mfolutiont’ ad^t 

©foccrs^ and 

o|[ tlse q^p,. towar#,jt^ 
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officers of I^y’s^and the battalion of India, 
of , Lorrain, beat the general likewife, and turned ^ 
tbe camp was"^ going- to be attacked by the 
the officers who hk perfifted in acoomparying 
prevailed ^n them to- ftop ; but icoukt not, to 
' ' ' ^^.th^knew the intentions of Lally’s and India, of whom 
4 toRte doubt,, whether not prepaiing to furround and attack 
_ FdrAis purpofft they detached a picket to confer with them, 
of twhor^ tile fpokefinan tbs the boldeft of the mutiny, and, inftead 
of'propoftngtauy oonditk«isfor Lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follow tKeir^mpl«» aod redrcfs their common wrongs, unlefs the 
whofo immediately wealed the foil arrears of their pay. His 
worda-mdaikB foet'all, animated wth the liune fpirit, cried out, march. 
The ejtpofoilWiDnsmf their officers were vain, they were oidered to 
reticei 'parties and detadunents were commanded, which brought 
up the ifield-artiUery, the tumbrils, oxen, tent?, and baggage, and 
cvenoWiged the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000 per- 
fons, aja a multitude of animals, to move with them; and to which 
thcy.ajbointed the ufual guard. They font likewifo to demand the 
colour^ hut; feeing the officers determined to die rather than de- 
liver iem, dcafoed. As foon as every thing was ^ihered, the 
whole line, with feventeeu pieces of caiinon, marched away. As 
foon ajthey arrived at the mountain, they with one voice eledfod 
La,JoJ, the forjeantrmajor of the- grenadiers of Lorrain, their 
commaxider in chiefs and he immediately nominated another fer- 
' jeant, ; his jaajor- general, and appointed the heft of the rank and 
file command the different companies, with the ufual titles 
oficommiffit^ -officers. Orders were then prepared, and read 
at til© beaa M^he hien, exaftiog eveiy article of the forvice. The 
ctoipwaapitlibiff, centres, pickets, advanced guards, roumls, calls, 
with <feiail of duty and difciplme, ftriftly obferved. They did 
noti&^but.did not refofo, the vifit of feveral of their officers? 
but fofoade .every interference that focmed authority. On hints 
i^hetlwr they intended to-*^ -over; to the EngUih, they pointed to 
. Y y y a tbeir 



^ WAit .of Boi&k XE 

375p. their cannon* which were ranged in front of the campv facing the 
^orth, from, whence alone the appearance of die EngUfh anny 
could be eapeded. The night pafTed without riot or jconfiinon. 

In the mean time^ exprCfles were font to Pondicherry*, wheix thn 
whole council immediately ailembled at Mr. Lally's*. wMo accufed: 
them all* a&the infligators of the revolt; hut produced 10,000 pa« 
godas out of his chefi* and lent them by the Vifcount Fumel* with 
the proinile of a general pardon to the troops. The* eouncU likewife 
gave ad'urances* that the whole arrears fhould be difchaiged in 9 
month, and fent their plate to the mint* as an earned, which, 
example was fallowed, by many of the inhabitants. Fumel ariwed 
early in the morning of the 20th at the camp of the . troops, who. 
had moved fix miles, farther on to the wefhvard, Cowards Ami : He 
was permitted to confer with their chiefs* whom. he . harangued on 
the obvious tofacs of de&rtion* diihonour*.and the deflrudion of all 
theFroich inteiefls in India* and thought them fufficiently relented*, 
to appeal to the whole ; who* accordmg to his requefl;,. afbxibled 
round him on the plain* to the number of 2000 men. He gave 
hints of the money and pardon ; and.' bis reprefentadoos had wefl*- 
nigh converted’ them, when 70 or 80, who were the dcfpecate mui* 
tineers* and had; Icept away fi^ the a&mhly* rufhed in with there 
bayonets fixed* and faid*. tl^at nothing oould be detemiined without 
their confent, which fhoul^ never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumeh thinking 
neither their number onidolence fufficient to revoke the impiedioii 
he had made* broke up* the ahembly* iignifying* that ho Ihould ’ re- 
turn to Vanchwaih, and wait there three hours for their determi-- 
nation, before be returned to Pondicheriy. Within the time the 
anfwes came ; the forjisant La Joye was a fenlible mA, and difap- 
proving* idthough he command the xevolt* prevailed on diem to 
be content wkh receiving fix. months^pay immediate^* the reft in a 
month, and. a general atnnefty*. figned by Mr. li.allx, and all the 
members of the oouncii of Pondicheny. Acootuits were immcp 
diatsly begun ; apd^ whUft waitiog.for them and the return of mef^ 

fengere 
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fengers from iPondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 
fame r^ularity as before, under his command. The pardon arrived, 
and the mon^ was paid on the aift in the morning, and the whole 
body, excepting 30 who had deferred, marched back under the com- 
mand of their former officers to Vandiwaffi, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if after 
fome fignal fuccefs. 

. Mr. Bufty, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro* 
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difeontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
rile fix months, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van- 
diwaffi ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened,, which neceffitated him to change the ftate of his detach<i> 
ment, and the rout he intended to take. 

As foon as the Engliffi army, returning from their unfuccefsful 
attempt at Vandiwaffi, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, wkh 
two ficld^pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached 
wider the command of Captain More, towards the encampment 
of BaiTaalut Jung at Sidaponim ; th^ were to be joined in the ■ 
way by (the fix companies of Sepoys at< Tripetti, by 1000 be* 
long^g |to I^eabullah ’ at Nelor^. and by the Europeans in both 
thefo plioes, who were about 70.. This foree was intended to 
follow ahd harrafs Baftaulut Jung’s army, if they ffiould march 
round to meet and join Mr. Bufi^ ; but it was the 15th of Oflober 
before they reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripettf arrived 
the fame day, but' thoie fromNelore had not yet advanced. The 
two Polygars, Bingar Yatcham and Daimrla Venkatypettah, terri- 
fied by the cavalry of'Bafiaulut Jung at- their borders, and doubtful ' 
of th&ffiftantvprotedion of the Engliffi troops, temporized, and ac- 
cording to his furnmons went.tO' his canjip, accompanied by Sampe* 
trow. This- man, who has be«i formerly mentioned, came into the 
province widhsthe Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ierved as his 
Duan, or prime-minifter, until his death i-afterwhiclv he was fomc- 
timesconfultedandemployed, but neves byJ^oincdaUy, and 

• had : 


53 * 

* 759 - 

oaob«^, 



WKft OF Coromandel. BobkXt. 

h.td a Httle'before the fiege of Madrafs retired with his wealth, .which 
was confiderable, to Kalaftii. His dil^ift to the prelent Nabob had 
attached him to Maphuze Khan, who ftill continued hdplefs and 
diftoutented, endeavouring to keep up .the difturbances which ha had 
cieated in the Tiiiivelly countries. An officer deputed by them 
both went to Bafl'aulut Jung, as foon as it was known that he had 
feparated iroin his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizamally ; and it is 
iaid, feconded tlie advice of the French in his lervice, to enter the 
Carmitic, but with very dillcrent views j for Sampetrow, who ma'* 
naged the intiigue, intended that Baflaulut Jung fhould proclaim 
himfelf Nabob, and appoint him his Doan ; forefeeihg that the 
concerns of his countries never the Kriftna would foon call him 
away ; when he intended that Baflaulut Jung Ihould nominate Ma- 
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
Duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan, gather the 
whole power of the government into his own hands. > When it was 
objefted what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French, 
SampetSrow faid, None, if poffible, with either them or tbeEngliih; 
but, if neceffitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan was at leal); equally free 
from predileflion to either. As a fpecimen of his own abilities for 
the lituatjion to which heafpired, he perfuaded the. two Polygars to 
make each of them a prefont of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added the fame fum of his own. This affiftance was very much 
wanted, and gave recommendation to hia counfel, of which he was 
expeding the effoft, when an officer of the firft difoiiiftipn in Sala- 
ba^ingfs court, and the confident .of Nizamally, arrived iix the 
camp, with offers,' of friendfhip, reconciliation, aqd grants, to dif- 
fuadf Bafiaulut 'Jui>g from entering into any alliance with the 
-French againfo the E^llffi. forefaw, that the.ibndard 

of his brother, as the fon of Nizamalmulqck, with the force he corti- 
manded, and his refources, ^ adinigfin conjuufdtfon with the French 
in the Carnatic, ought turn the fortune of the war in their favour ; 
and, in their fuccefs, he faw and dreaded, with abomination/ the 
refooration of Mr. Buffy to the tounciU of Salabadjing, as the ruitl 
of his own ambition. Baflaulut Jung inclined to the advice of Sam- 
* petrow. 
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petrow, and would probably have advanced into the plains of the 1759* 
Carnatic, with equal profeflions to the French and Englifih, if the oSob^ 
Engliih tnx^s had not arrived as they did at Kalaftri. Their ap< 
pearante ^{concerted him the more, becaufe the commander of the 
French troops id his army, and the agent deputed to him from 
Pondicherty, had, with as much confidence as imprudence, afiiired 
him, before he croffed the Pennar, tl^i^ Mr. Biifly would join him 
at Sydaporum on the lA of Odlober. It was now the 19th, and 
Bafi'auiut Jung, lb long difappointed, would not at length believe 
that Mr. Buffy had dven left Pondicherry ; when reports arrived of 
the revolt lit Vandiwafh ; (Mi which, he beat his great drum, re-^ 
croflfid. the Pennar, and marched to the n. w. into the country of 
Cudapah, towards the capital of the lame name. The French troops, 
accompanied him, diftrelfed for necefiaries; but their officers pre^ 
vailed On him to requeft of Mr. Bufly, that he would immediately 
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly received this intelli- 
gence on the 24th, and fet out the fame day ; but, as more thaii half 
the wtgn^he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with, 
him onlysthree compajiiesof Sepoys, 100 of the European horfe, and 
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifted at his 
own expfliice at Arcot, Becaufe th<^ he had brought from Vandi-. 
walh wei^ gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil- 
lery, and with very little baggage. * 

TBe m^nfoon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral 
Pococke fo quit the coaft ; the |)refidency endeavoured to pcrfiiade 
him to le^ve iuch of his Ihips as did not require the dock, in the 
bay of Ttlnconamal^; from whence they might return with the 
fair weather ih January, ready to oppofe any part of the French fqua- 
dron, which might be fent back expeditioufly from the iflands, in, 
order to Command the coaft during the abfence of the Englifh ; but 
Mr. Pococke judicioufly refolved not to diminifh his ftrength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and: was far enough up the Malabar coaft to. 
be fure the enemy were not w»ting to meet him there, under this^ 
very difadvantage j but proiriifed, as foon as fecure from this events 
to fend, round Mr, Coruifh’s fhips, if th^ fhould join him in the 
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1759. way. On the 16th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to 

OJtober^ the fouthward, came in with intelligence that Ihe had on the 8th 
fallen in with Mr. Comifli's divUion, and . three Indiamen, having 
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder of his regit- 
ment, and that they were beating up to Madraft. Mr. Pococke 
failed, with his fquadron, at break of day on the i8th, and the fame 
night met Mr. Cornifti’s off j^ondicherry : he immedintei^y put fuch 
of the troops as were on board the men of war into the Queenibo- 
rough frigate, and fent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma*- 
drafs ; where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days 
againft the monfoon to gain what with it might have bein run in as 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
were embarked, m five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Caliiaud^ 
whom Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the cqm)* 
mand of the army in that province, if Colonel Coote fhould be de- 
tained to feive on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been lent a few 
days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly corn* 
penfatad by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, from 
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and u’rived 
on the 17th at Madrafs. 

Tho'laft exchange before this in Auguft had cleared Tritchinopoly 
of the remainder.of the French prifoners in confinement there. The 
numbers ^^ich, ondifforent fucceiles, had been brought into the city^ 
were 670, all taken sduring 'the campaigns of Colonel Lawrence, 
under the walls of.the .city ; but only 400 were remaining to be 
leafed, in the lateoxchanges : of the reft moft had died ; 30 had beent 
fent on their offer of enlifting to ferve with Mahomed Ilfoof in the 
countries of Madura and Tinivelly ; and the others, who, although, 
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the 
garrifon of Tritchinopoly,which, the final clearance of its dungeons 
releafed from the fevercft and moft an]i;ious part of their duty. 
The detachment of 90 men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on 
the 26th of Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatam would not let them> 
land in their bounds, which obliged them to come 00 ihore in the open 
town of Nagpre^ where they would have been exjpoied to rifquet.if 
4 then 
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there had been a ftrong force in the French fort of Karical. With 1759. 
this reinforcement the garrifon had 250 eftimated Europeans, moft oftobor^ 
of whom were invalids, defcrters, or topafles, and 3000 Sepoys ; 
and the Nabob flail maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded 
parties flifficient tofecure the revenues of the diflridls ofTntchinopoly 
ibuth of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and even farther 
on toVolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the 
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor. The inter- 
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofleflion, had 
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flourifhing ; 
and, as fbon as it was known that Fumel was returning from Volcon- 
dah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard 
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys, and 500 of 
the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that had been loft. 

They marched on the i8th of September; but had only crofled 
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French fquadron 
at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fb much, that, to quiet his 
apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were 
recalled into the city ; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to 
march againft the Ffench at Vandiwafh, had enjoined Jofeph Smith 
to undertake fome enterpri^e which might draw off a part of their 
force fmm their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de- 
tain to the fouthward, what might be at this time in thofe quarters : 
his letters arrived on the 6th of October. J. Smith had for fome time 
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furprize, to give the 
fquadron a certain ftation, from which they might be fupplied witli 
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The opportunity was at this time piobablc ; tor, confiding 
in the remotenefs of its fituatlon from any of the Englilh ftations, and 
wanting troops in other parts, Mr, I^ally had reduced the garrilbn to 
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which difem- 
boguefh into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid. 

On the night of the 9 th, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 European i 
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome fcaling ladders, 
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1759. embarked in two Ihrge boats, which ferved as ferries over the Colfr- 
-■ ^ loon, and thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which are like- 
° wife nfed on the lame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Sepoys, 
and two ficld-]ucces, marched two days before to Tanjore, and the 
Nabob’s hoi le, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from Outatoor to the 
diftnfts of Veidachelurh ; all the three parties were to join, and at- 
tack Chilambarum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was 
expeifled, that the current would carry the boats down in 60 hours, 
although the difrance by the courfe of the river is aoo miles. Heavy 
rains commenced as foon as the troops were embarked, and conti- 
nued this and the fucceeding day. At the noon of the nth 
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with w'ood to drefs 
their meal and clean their arms ; in the enfuing night, one of the 
large boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu- 
ropeans and Topaffes, the fcaling ladders and petards, and feven of 
the fmaller boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered 
into that which leads from it on the left toward ’ Chilambarum, 
and loon after ran aground on a bank of land ; where feeing no- 
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or whether they might not likewife have ftruck, 
on fome fand, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was until 
day-light ; before which. Captain Smith, with the reft of the boats, 
was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
waiting for thofe with Hunterman, which did not come up until 
the evening. This delay difeovered the detachment. Never- 
thelefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land, and took poft on 
the 14th, intending to efcalade in the enfuing night. Two broad. 
and deep channels of the Coleroon pafs along the north and fouth 
lides of the fort ; the ground to the weft was at this time a morafs ; 
the eaftern face Handing on dry land, was the only part acceffible;, 
but had a dry ditch and glacis ; both, however, flight. The boats 
carrying the troops dropt down the .north channel to the ftrand, 
where all landed. The Europeans were to efcalade, the Sepoys to 
fuftain them, and no fire was to be given by any on any caule, . 
before the Europeans had gained footing on the rampart. The 

moon 
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-moori wafe 'tifcn, ahd the .Europeafts; with tlw; .ladders weie J759. 
never^lefs at the foot of the wall before they were difcovered 
bj- 'the gan^foa, '^vho immediately thronged and fired ; which 
the Eej^sat the creft of the glacis, who lhared part of it, returned 
in'much hurry and epnfufion, and then ran away; on which Cap- 
tain Smith feeing no farther probability of fuccefs, ordered the Eu- 
ropeans to retreat likewife. Thirty of them had continued in the 
boats,' unable to move with fwelled legs, acquired by fettirg 60 
hours up to their knees in water ; and nine, who were foreignets, 
had deferted. The next day he received intelligence of the rcpuJfc 
of the Englllh troops at Vandiwalh, fignified with apprehenfions 
of evil confequences from the ill fuccefs ; and this news, wdth the 
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difiiblcd mui 
were fertt off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the arternot'n. 

The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Home,’s detrichment tiom .ad- 
vancing beyond Tanjore ; and if they had, the news of the repulfe 
at Vandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on Chi- 
lambarum ; and they were ordered to return to 'I'titchinojKdv. 

Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the 
ftores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Colei 0011, and 
arrived on the 24th. The fmall boats were burnt foi ivant of hands 
to carry them back, but the two larger were left to be toived up, ,is 
Ibou as the frefhes were pafled. 

All the revenues colleded by the French government, even when 
their poffeffions were moft extended, had never fufficed for the t v - 
pences of the field. Much ground had lately lieen recovered by the 
Englifh; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfucivlM ul, 
attack on Vandiwafh alarmed the countiyon thelburli of the Paliar; 
in which many of the villagers weie quitting their fields, wliich 
gave the renters fpeclous pretexts to requiie abatements on their 
j^fes from the adminiftration of Pondicherry, No money, and many 
debts remained in the treafury there ; and the late revolt demonftiand 
that the troops could not be trufted for tha time to come any 
longer than they fhould be ftridly paid. 'The only part of the juo* 
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*759* whether tinder the French, the EngUlh, or the Nabob’s au- 

thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage, contribu- 
** tionsy or military operations, was the country .from Outatoor to the 
fouthern diftridls of Tritchinopoly, jncluding the rich and fertile 
ifland of Seringham ; where the approaching harveft of December, 
which is by far the grcateft of the year, promifed in this, a more 
abundant crop than ufual. The government’s (hare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. From thefe 
confideratlons Mr. Lally refolved to take poffeffion of thefe coun> 
tries, with a force I'ufficient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be efFefted, without ex- 
pofing the ftations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub- 
ftra^lion of fuch a number of troops as would be fent away to the 
fouthward, he meant to (lation 800 men near Arcot, who were to move 
to the relief of any place that might be attacked ; and, with this af- 
lidance in prolpe£l, he fuppofcd that the garrilbns he (hould leave in 
the forts, although' very (lender, would defend themfelves to extre- 
mity, and protrad the fucceiTes of the Englifh force, until his ob- 
jed to the fouthward was accompliflied. Mr. Deleyrit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, objeded to the feparation of the army, as 
fraught with the moft dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
colledions under his own infpedion, by which they would be de- 
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites ; and they attributed 
his propenlity to the expedition to the fame fpirit of peculation. 

To confirm the appearance ofmaintaining thePaliar, a detachmentof 
50 men of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, poded 
in a village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the fouth bank of the 
river, in a line oppojite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys flood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 

'‘Two companies were likewife polled at Salawauk, between Outra- 
maloro and Chinglapett, of which Lieutenant, Fletcher drew off one 
to ftrengthen the efcort proceeding with the laft exchange of French 
prifoners to Sadrafs,; on which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remaining at S^awauk ; but a few 

days 
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days after, Lieutenant *Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame 1759. 
time, parties and detachments were (kxitinually moving, to accom- homier 
plifli the>difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. The troops allotted 
for flic ibuthern expedition were 900 Europeans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, 1000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, 

Und^r the command of Mr. Crillon ; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagar, to which they reforted from <fifferent parts by various 
routes, and were all alTemMed there on the eleventh of November.' 

Neither the prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit- 
chinopoly, , obtained any certain account of their force or inten- 
tions. TJie Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during 
their excurfion, had returned toUtatoor on the 12th, and were halt- 
ing there on the 15th, when they difcovered an advanced party of 
the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re- 
treated to Pitchandah } a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samiaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered 
the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took poft with the 
reft in the village and pagoda of Munfurpet. The whole force 
was 35 Europeans, 100 Coffrees, 500 Sepoys, two guns, and fome 
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and two fubalterns ; of which 
Jofeph Smith obtained right intelligence ; and early the next morn- 
ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topafles, fix 
field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his 
fecond Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he 
accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofted the Caveri 
and Coleroon oppofite to the city. The village of Munfiirpet 
had rice-fields in front, through which the ro^id onwards to the Co- 
kroon was a caufeway raifed above them ; lb that the enemy had no at- 
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram 
and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are ftcep and high, and 
the water at this time was fo low as to run only in Imall channels, 
ieaving large bods of fand, and a Ihorc of it, under the banks. Three 
companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of all 
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1759. the compatiies, which they dilphyed at proper diftaaccS to rcfemble, 
November^ whilrfl the main body of the detachment filed unfeen under the 
bank, two miles on to the left, when quittmg the river, they con- 
tinued their march in the bed df a water,courfe then dry, which led 
• tb the north, and brought themnn two miles, ftill undifeovered, until 
they were in a line with Munfurpet, when the water-courfe turn- 
ing another way the troops came out of it ; and as they were afceiid- 
‘iiig a rifing ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of 
Munfurpet, were for the firft time perceived by the enemy thei e ; 
whofe confilfion was much lefs than might have been expefted from 
the furprize. They got, although in hurry, their line into order, 
and began to retreat ftft in order to gain Samiaveram. The Nabob’s 
horfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by haid 
driving four of the field* pieces were brought near enough to fiie upon 
their line of march, when they very imprudently unlimbcred their 
guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the purfuit lafted four miles, 
when they halted in a village, to ftand the brunt ; but were foon 
beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 
quarter. One officer, 1 5 Europeans, atid 30 Coffracs, were made 
prifbners; raoft of the reft ofthefe troops were killed during the purfuit 
andfight. Someof theSepoyswerecutdown in the beginning of the rout 
by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to fpare all who 
flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a gieat quantity 
of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captain 
Richard Smith converfing with one of the prlfoners, obtained in- 
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his great 
furprae, that it would encamp this very evening at Utatore, and ad- 
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the feivice of the day had been, 
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri- 
foners and fpoils, returned that night to the bank of the Coleroon, 
and flept on their arms, and early the next morning began to crols 
the river, in which a fudden frefh was coming down, which bWiged 
the latter part of'flie detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat 
in which was one ef the guns, was driven on a fand, from whence 
it took four hours to releale it, and four men were drowned in the 

attempt ; 
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attempt ; and by this time.the foreaaoft of Crillon’s troops appeared on 
tlie bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when 
they crofled into the Ifland of Seringham, and encamped oppofite 
to the weft face of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had ftationed 
300 Sepoys, 500 colleries armed with their long lances, and. two 
field-pieces, with European gunners. . The outward wall of the pa- 
goda, being 40 feet high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed ; and, 
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif- 
ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40 feet high, 30 broad,, 
and 40 tlirough to the infide of the pagoda. As it is impoftible to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been raifed 
acrofs tlie middle of the paflage, and in the wall was left an opening, 
in which likewife no gate had been ere< 9 :ed. A trench was tlierefore 
dugacrofs the paflagein front, and a parapet was raifed behind the open- 
ing for the field-pieces. At day-brejdt on the 2 1 ft, the F rcnch advanced 
their heavieft cannon, which foon beat down the paitition-wall, and 
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet. They then ran to the aflhult. 
and ftormed their way in ; not without much reliftance from the 
Sepoys, but very little fiom the colleries. Irritated by tlieir lofs, 
they refufed quarter for fome time after all refiftancc had ceafed. 
They then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mulketry 
fired upon them as they were going away, and fome of the European 
horfe rode after and cut down others : but neither with the permif-- 
lion of their officers. The garrifon of Tritchinopoly beheld this 
wanton cruelty from the walls ; but could give no relief. Few of 
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three companies was 
intirely loft. Jofeph Smith reproached Crillon feverely for this 
barbarity. 

The prefidency, as foon as certified of the deftination of this part 
of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own fhould im- 
mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left to Colonel 
Gootc, who on the 21ft of November came fromMadrafs to Conje\’e- 
ram, where the largeft divifion of the troops were in cantonment. 
Having taken the command, he immediately aflembled a council of 
war, in which it was agreed, that the ftparated and diftant fitua- 
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tions of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort 
of VAndiwafti, which it was determined to try. The troops which 
had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram on 
the 23d ; from whence Captain Preftoii was feat off the fame day 
with his own company of infantry and of the pioneers, to remain 
at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with them when called for 
to Vandlwafli, bringing llkewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz. 
Tlic next evening Major Brereton proceeded with a ftrong detachment 
to attack Trivatore ; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 
body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the 
field were encamped. ThefedilpofiftonS were meant to perplex their 
guefs of what blow was intended;* they had moft reafon to expjeft 
againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwafh. 

A party fent forward by Major Brereton invefted Trivatore at nine 
at night, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrifon, 
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be- 
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepoys in 
Trivatore, marched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafh. Early the next morning they 
afTaulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight refiftance from fome 
Sepoys, but without any lofs. 

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot, 
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their 
encampment near the town. They had fent a detachment on the nig h** 
of the 24th, preceding the morning thatColonelCoote began his march, 
whi(^ attacked the Englifh pofl: at Checkrimalore, where the three 
ocui^nies of Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, with 50 Europeans from Conjeveram. Theirdetachmentat- 
tacked before day-break of the 25th, and were repulfed, with the lofs 
of 20 Europeans, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme- 
diately to Chittapet ; to which, as appointed the general rendez- 
vous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march 
in the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap- 
proaching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the 
27th, fome hours after hh ardval at Arcot, Colonel Coote received 
4 an. 
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an exprefs fro^fi Major Brereton of his fucccfs on the pettah of Van- j 
dlwafti ; and immediately made a forced march towardb 1 lim. The next '—v — ‘ 
day, he left Major Monfon to bring on the line, and piocetding with November, 
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandivvafh ; where Brereton had 
alrnoft completed a battery for the two eighteen-pounders whicli 
accompanied his divrfion. It was erefted in the weftern pettah, 
againft the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In 
the night, another battery was begun near the n. w, angle of the 
fouthern pettah, direflly oppofite to the fame tower; and botli 
were coinpleated before tire morning; but as the two eighteen- 
pounders expetSfed from Chinglapett were not arr rved, two twelve- 
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their ftead. Hi- 
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only 
flightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 
and a prafticable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coote 
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he fhould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fmt to extremity. The 
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences ; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of 
the army. 

In the morning, the Kellidar fent fome of his officers and fer- 
vants, to ftipulate for his own fecurlty in the event. Colonel Coote 
pledged himfelf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the 
drftridls, as a dependent of the Company, if he would, with his own 
troops, feiie, and deliver vip thofe he had admitted belonging to the 
French ; but infifted on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon ; 
at which hour no anfwer came ; but a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take poflefiion of the 
gateway ; who when they came there, were told that the key was 
with the Kellidar. This baulk might have produced untoward con- 
fequences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys 
to the gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the 

VoL. II. 4 A breach, 
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breach, Which they entered without oppofition ; arid being immedi- 
ately followed by fome of the officers with the picquet, no refinance 
was attempted in any part of the fort. The troops* belonging to 
the French were five hibaltem officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
too Sepoys ; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
not a man of the Englifh troops was killed, and only five were 
wounded. The Englifh forces had thrice before been again fl this 
place, and in the lall: were rcpulfcd, as we have lately feen, with as. 
much lofs as they had fufFered in any aftion in thefe wars. The 
Kcllidar had figned the treaty, juft as the troops entered ; but his 
importance in the province, his relation to the family of Chunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in- 
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more 
than the refpeft due to a contrad of which he was fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would 
gjve no account of his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas 
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which 
refided the widow of Subderally Cawn. The Nabob faid, that the 
making him prifoner was of more importance than the reduftion of 
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees. 

The French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack ; and, as their inadlon rendered it unneceffary 
to march againft them. Colonel Coote refblved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagement. 
Carangoly ’is fituated 35 miles w.s. w. from Vandiwafh, 12 to the 
fouth a little wefterly from Chinglapett, and 18 from Sadrafs and 
the fea. The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of 
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, and 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and 
a wet ditch. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the 
com^aift; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an efplanade, and 
extending in a curve, indrely enveloped the north, and part of the weft 
and eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeftpart, becaufe neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, 'the French had thrown up a glacis before the north 
fronr, but had not completed it before the tower in the n. e. angle. 

The 
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The army, det^phments, entered Re^tah, on jthe 4^ ,1759. 

December, and were expo'fed to fome fire frpm the fort, wjtich ®ed ^ » r * 
a grenadier, ^he attack was confinp^ to tKe. qorth which, 
befides the two round towers in the, ,^g;le^, ufual yplutnmo^is 

defences' of a gateway, a,nd a fquare Jpwer on each h^d of it j hi a^l 
five proje^ionsi On the 6th the army had fini(hed, a;;)d begjm to fire 
from, a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppofi^e the^ ^pwer 

next the round one in the angle on the left of this ftjont., p^e of 
the gv^s fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on tbf hjft of 
the fquare toweri and the other to take off the flanking fire qf the 
round : but the fire of the fort was inuch fuperior ; for befides 
feveral old guns long belonging to the fort, the French had nine 
excellent pieces well mounted, which they brouglit to this fjice ; and 
embraljjres not only in the gate-way, but in the two toAvers p;x the 
right of it, cotnmahded the battery *, to oppofe which another battery 
for two guns was raifed on the left of the firft, which opened oh 
the 7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howit^ was planted in 
the N. w. part of the pettah, which firing dead Ihclls in recpc}^t 
infiladed in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked. At 
noon of this day the breach appeared pra^cable, and Colonel Coote 
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O I^enelly, an Iriffiman, and 
an officer of reputation in Lolly’s regiment, fignifying that, if he 
perfifted, the garrifon w'ould be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been inflifled on the troops taken by afl'ault at Seringham. 6 Ke- 
helly ahfwered, that, as the letter was not direfted in French, he 
had not opened it ; and as foon as the trumpet who brought it had 
reached the pettah, recommenced the fire. It continued hotly on 
the 8th and ptK ; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the 
breaching battery. On the loth in the morning, there only re- 
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Cbing- 
lapett ; but before tlie batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expe< 9 :ed, 
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of more importance 
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe, and Coqte grafted, al- 
moft all that v<ras afked. Tide garrifon, which confifted of 100 Euro- 
peans, including' officers, marched out with their arms, two rounds 
4 A 2 a man. 



The War of Coromandel. Book XL 
a man, fix days provifions, colours flyings and drums beating : the 
Scpoya^Htr^re difermed, but likewife fef free. ' Four of the nine guns 
belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans were 
killed; Imd five daiigeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had furred 
more. ‘ The lofs of the Bnglifh troops was lieutenant Campbell of 
tte artillery ; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topaft mortally wounded. 

On the 1 2th, the army encaniped again at Vandiwalh r where- 
they were joined the fame day by Captain More, with his detach- 
ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, accom- 
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and" v^ere joined on the 
road by the party of Europeans flationed there with lieutenant 
Eltidt ; but the troops of Nazeabullah although ready had not 
fhrred a ftep from the walls ; he neverthelefs pretended that the 
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of Baflaulut 
Jung*^s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in. this 
part of the country, Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to 
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned 
with his own divifion by the way of Tripaflbre to Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, when marching againfl Vandiwalh, had ordered 
Captain Wood, if to be done with lafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take poll in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrifon in the fort there from collecting provifions. Wood 
arrived in the town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, 50 Europeans, 
and 50 black horfe, who, without the leaft oppofition,, took pof- 
feffion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent ftreeta^ although 
not half, a mile from the fort ; where they obliged the French renter 
and the principal Inhabitants to redeem the reft of their property. 
By furhifting at the market-price a large quantity of rice, of which 
the fcarcity was encreafing every day by a- general failure of the 
harveft in this part of the country. Captain More’s detachment 
was ordered to ^oib Captain Wood’s on their retprn,. and both ta 
make preparations for the attack of the fort of Arcot, againft which- 
Colonel Coote, untended to march as fbon as he had reduced Caran». 
gply. They had collected fafciues and other materials, andh^ even, 
begun to conftriiCl one of the batteries, when they were obliged to 

defift, 
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defift, and retire, on the 9th, by the approach of Mr. Bufly re- 
turning from the northward with a mnch larger force than had 
accompanied him out of the province. 

After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufly, with his 
detachment, arrived on the loth of November at Baflaulut Jung’s 
camp, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city pf Cu- 
dapah. The diftance from Arcot in the direft line is 116 miles, 
nearly north ; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two 
tliirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. The 
French detachment with Bafiaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as- 
die Sepoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food ; and to 
maintain them, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 
their cloaths ; from fimilar diftrefles,, although not fo fevere, the 
troops of Bafiaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr. 
Bufly were, “ that the French fhould regard him as- the abfolute 
“ mafter of the province of Arcot, Ihould furrender to his authority 
** all the Qountriea of which they were in poflefiion, whether in this- 
“ province or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he would 
account with them for one-third of the produce ; but whatfoever 
ought hereafter be conquered, (hould become entirely his own, free 
** of this deduflion. All affiiirs and tributes were to be regulateil by 
** theDuafi he fhould appoint. The French were to (wear they would 
“ alfift him againft Nkamally, if he Ihould enter the Carnatic ; 

« with, whom, they fhould make no treaty without the participation 
“ of Bafiaulut Jung; and,, after they had conquered, or made peace 
“ with the Englilh, fhould furnifh him with a body of troops, to 
“ make wav on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to be put in 
full poflefiion of the whole Carnatic, and its dependencies, ac- 
** cording to the ancient ufages, when the Fiench were no longer 
« to. be entitled to. aay part of the revenues. He might return 
« into the Decan, whenfoever he pleafed ; and, during his abfence 
w from his, capital of Adoni, the French weie to furnifh a detach- 
ment of 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ammu- 
^ nition, and ftores, to garrifon this place ; and the expence of this 
tf body of troops might be deduced out of his fhare of the revenues 
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“ of the Carnatic. As''h 5 S troops were' unpaid, and fince the difafter 
“ of Nazi^iagwere afraid of ferving in the Carnatic, Mr. Bu’fly 
(hould' immediately lend him four lacks of rupees to be diftriblited 
“ amongft them as the only means of engaging them to march. If 
this agreement fliould not take effeft aftet his arrival at Arcot, he 
“ and his army Ihould be recondu^led oiit of the province with 
“ friendfliip and good faith.*’ The tenor of lliefe terms bore the 
ftrongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice : Mr. Bilfly anfwered them 
by other propofals, which left the ifllie of every one made by 
BaffauKit Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuffions and ar- 
rangements. The perfbnal conferences only widened the difference, 
by difcoverlng more clearly to each the views of the other ; but 
Bdflaulut Jung took no perlbnal difguft^ to Mr. Bufly, and at his 
folicitation iifued patents lubjefting, at lead in words, the whole 
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and 
obeifance. Itt the fame plain where Baflatilut Jung and Bufly were 
encamped, were likewilc lying two other confiderable bodies of 
troops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattocs appointed to guard 
that part of the territoty of Cudapah, which had been Ceded the 
year before the laft to the Morattoe jurifdidion ; the other was a 
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah. 
Mr. BuflTy, by firmer intercourfes, knew the bfiicers of both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlift 160 of their 
horfe, the fame number of BaflTaulut Jung’s, and 200 of thfe Mo- 
rattoes ; and to fupply the immediate wants of the French trdops'at- 
teuding Baftaulut Jung, and his own ‘detachment,’ which Le now 
joined into one body under his own command. This Whole force 
collected, confifted of 350 European infantry, 100 European horfe, 
2500 Sepoys, of which 500 were Arabs or Abjrflimans, Sob black 
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon ; with which he marched away oii 
the 1 6th of November, five days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame way he had Come. On the loth of December, he arrived at 
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepiuk, arid' from 
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hence Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly, 
to which it added i8o Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe. 
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at 
Vandiwalh and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more. 

The lofs of thefe places was the fevereft reproach of the error 
which Mr. Lally had committed in detaching lb great a part of 
his force to the fouthward : of which he himfelf was lb lenlible, 
that he juftified it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for 
money to fupply the immediate pay and fubfiftance of the army. He 
now font exprefles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which 
were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the 
French troops remained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. Mr. Bufly 
left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi- 
cherry. The horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed 
every kind of ravage and deftruftion as for as Conjeveram, between 
the Paliar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to 
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of 
Velore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have foen 
forving in the former wars of Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs and 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervice. The 
Englilh, hwrarirow knew, had moft money ; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their 
requilition, to march to their alliftance before the fiege of Madrafs, 
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory, and the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain 
lower : and he, as the Ihorteft means, in his own politics, to make 
them conclude immediately, accepted 20,000 rupees from the French 
agents, and font a thoiifand of his horfo through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days were on the Englilh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwalh on 
the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a 
town lix miles forward in the road from Trivatore to Arcot; in 
which fituation, half a day’s march enabled him to interfeft 
the enemy’s troops moving to join each other, whether from Arcot, 
4 0^* 
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01 fi om Cliittdpet ; but none appeared ; for few of the returning 
troops from Serlngham, and none they expected from Pondicherry, 
were as yet come up; and the divifion remaining at Arcot was 
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to enfurc the jundtion. On the j6th, the army marched, and 
encamped at hluleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but ftill to the 
fouth of the Paliar. By tliis time, the horfe brought by Mr. 
Bufly, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing 
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the north 
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. Thoufands 
of cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they fold to 
the firft purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, and then made 
them again tlie booty of the next excurfion. With this experience, 
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them ; after which, np fub- 
miffions exempted thcmfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to feek (belter in the woods, forts, and 
hills neareft their reach. Not a man ventured himfelf or his bul- 
lock with a bag of rice to the camp ; which, for three days, were 
/totally deprived of this (laple food. ExcelTive rains fell during the 
f 7th 'and all the next day, which the tents could notrefift; and 
from the neceflity of affording the troops fome repofe. Colonel Coote 
marched from Muleawady on the 1 9th, and put the whole army 
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages adja- 
cent. The next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with the Pre- 
fidency on the meafures neceflary to be taken againft the force 
which had been fent to recover the countries of Seringham and 
Tritchinopoly : for intelligence had not yet been acquired, that the 
greateft part of them were recalled. 

The redu< 51 iou of Vandiwalh, notwithftanding the lofs of Sering- 
ham, revived the reputation of the Englilh arms in the fouthern 
countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Tondi- 
man and the two Moravers their colleries, to the Nabob at Tritchi- 
nopoly- Mr. Lally’s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed. On the 9th, 600 European foot, and 100 horfe, left the pa- 
goda, and recrofled the Coleroon. As foon as they were gone, Capt, 
i Jofeph 
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Jofeph Smith refolved to circumfcribe the troops which remained, as 
much as the ftrength of his garrhbn allowed, and detached ;joo Se- 
poys, and as many Collerlcs, to inveft Cortalum, a mud fo, ton the 
fouthern bank 6f the Caveri, 1 5 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, which 
were followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two ficld-piLcc-;, 
two cohoms, and 50 Europeans, under the command of Enfign 
Morgan. The fort, in which wcie Lome Sepoys, capitulated as foon 
as the cannon appeared. Enfign Morgan then fent half his detacii- 
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft qppofite to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de- 
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force, 
when they furrendcred. From Totcum, Morgan marched to Samia- 
veram, in order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 1 6th, Jofeph Smitli 
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham ; aijid at the 
fame time, a party of 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and afliire the ^rival of this convoy, were per- 
ceived crpfting the Coleroon ; on which he detached 40 Europeans, 
400 Sepoys, 200 of the Nabob’s horfe„ and feme Colleries, acrofs 
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridger, with orders 
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s 
party froeiTotcum, and both united, were to take poft at Samiaveram 
in order intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. At the 
fame time, Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and threetguns, and took poft on the 
foutherii bank of the Caveri oppofite to the Pagoda of Sering- 
ham; where he foon after knew, by a fignal from the rock 
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were paffiiig the Coleroon ; on whicli, as had been 
concerted, he crofted the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fire he 
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various feaftoldings within, and Captain Smith was wounded; 
but ftill petfifting, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their 
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridger’s fignals gave token that 
VoL. II. 4 B he 
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1759. he was in poffefficm of the pagodas at Samiaveram ; but thatEnfign 
Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, the 
French detachtnent which firft marched from Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa- 
goda of Samiaveram ; near which, enfign Bridger was prepared to 
oppofe tliem. On the firft firing, moft of the coolies threw down 
their burthens of ammunition, and ran away; on which the 
troops, with the reft, took poft in the leffer pagoda, and, fliutting 
the gates, prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign 
Morgan, with the whole of his force from Totcum, appeared, 
and the enemy furrendered. They were a captain, a lieutenant, 
and 38 grenadiers. Of Bridger’s detachment, feveral Sepoys, with a 
Serjeant of one of the companies, and three Europeans, were killed! - 
Thefe operations were of confequence ; for this being the feafon of 
harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded 
the government’s (hare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the 
ftrongcr force. The intelligence of thefe fuccefies had not reached 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad- 
vices were received that the greateft part of the French force were 
returning from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much 
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob, 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
lately been loft, with fo much detriment to his revenues ; but the 
arguments of Cobnel Coote, confirmed by the recent example of 
the fame error committed by Mr.Lally, audits confequenc.es, evinced 
the impropriety of diminifhing the army at this time, when it 
feemed that the French were colleding their whole force, in order 
to rifque the fate of the Carnatic in a general battle. His reafons 
prevailed ; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dur- 
ing his abfence, nothing had happened, but*a fkirmifh between the 
black horfe of the army, which were encreafed to 700, and an 
' equal body of Morattoes, whom they beat off. On the 24th, a 
detachment of 40 black horfe, with feme Sep<^&of thegarrifon at 

Yandiwafh, 
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Vandiwafli, furprifed a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in 1 759. 
a village called Nlconum, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they ’ — '' — 
killed twelve, and difperfed the reft. December. 

The main body of the French army from Chittapett, encreafed 
by the returning troops from Seiingham, and whatfoever moic 
could be fpared from the garrifons to the Ibuth of the Paliar, had 
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englifli filed off to Covrepauk. 

Thus their whole force, but ftronger than before, was once again al- 
ftmbled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite 
up to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Englilh army to Chlnefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co- 
vrepaut and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very 
advantageous encampment ; for a large tank extended in front, a mo- 
rafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a 
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and Bufly came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a Ikirmilh paffed 
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part 
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called T rimetcherry, 
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveral of them 
in the ftreet; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advaucingj retired, On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys 
croffed the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat 
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on the right of the 
French encampment. All fled, as ufual when furprized ; but of the 
few fhot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enlign Mere- 
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could 
not be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by deftroying the ani- 
mals and baggage. Thus tlofed the year 1759, the thud of this 
dubious war, with the two armies In light of each other, but nei- 
ther ready for immediate decifion ; for the Engliih weie afraid of 
the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry, and were v aiting in ex- 
pectation, not only of drawing off tlic body of the Morattoes, 
which were with them, but likewife of being joined by 2000 moie 
4 B 2 who 
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1.759* remaining with Innis Khan on the other fide of 

the mountains. On the other hand, Mr. Lally was likewife nego- 
tiating for the fame afiiftance, and ftill miftiufted the attachment of 
his European troops, although equal in number to the Englifh; 
and waited for an addition, by the return of what remained of the 
detachment which had been fent in April, under the conduct of Mr. 
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam. 

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr. 
Moraciii failed away on , the 1 8th of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern extremity of the Chi- 
cacolc province on the fea. The French had long kept a trading- 
houfe here, and were connected with Narraindeu, the principal Ra- 
jah in this part of the province : the fort and wood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea-fliore, 
and thirty miles w.s.w. from Ganjam. Befides Moherry, he had 
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His conftant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa- 
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze, 
during his adminiftration under Mr. Bully in the province of Chi- 
cacole, had by fome leveritics provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ; 
which devolved, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his fucceffor, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined 
the Englilh, whom neverthelcfs Narraindeu had lefs reafon to 
diflike than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he 
refented from Vizeramrauze had originated. Neverthelcfs Morachi 
propofed, “ that their forces united Ihould march firft againft the 
“ Englilh fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
“ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. If fuccefsful 
** thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of 
“ obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was 
“ ftormed : probably Salabadjing would aflift in retaking this place, 
“ and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervices, was to be placed in all 
“ the advantages poftefled by Anunderauze.’* Narramdeu accepted"' 
the terms, but with no intention of profecuting the expedition, any" 
farther than the continuance of his. own advantages. 


But 
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But the French ttoops, having expefted to land at Mafullpatam, 1759. 
were not provided with equipments for long marches, which it rc- 
quired much titiie to prepare at Ganjam. There were in the de- 
tachment 43 Engllfli foldiers, wlio had b^n taken prifoners, and had 
entered into the French’ fervice, on condition of being only em- 
ployed on this expedition. Thirty of thefo men together made 
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardfhips, 
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where 
they were relieved by the Englifli refident, Mr. Grey, who lent 
them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta. 

Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fc- 
veral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of 
July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to inarch ; by which time, he 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubliftance of the de- 
tachment depended on the fale of fome trumpery commodities, and 
the precarious faith of Narraindeu ; who, however, accompanied 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they were dif- 
trefled to extremity for provifions, which neither the army of Nar- 
raindeu, new the inhabitants of his to%vns, would fupply without 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles before you 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the houfes to get 
viftuals ; a fray enfued, and blood was Ihed on both fides. Narrain- 
deu, with all his troops, immediately left them ; and fummoned the 
afliftance of the neighbouring chiefs. The French detachment, 
having no alternative, marched back towards Ganjam. Narraindeu, 
and his allies, met them in the way, and ftood what they called a 
battle ; but the European arms, as ufual, eafily dilperfed them ; 
and the detachment took poll in Munfurcottah, a town fituated eight 
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and gram, 
where they collefled provifions, although llirrounded by the enemy ; 
with whom, th^ commenced a negociation, of which Narraindeu 
feemed to be as defirous as thcmfelves. To conclude it, one of the 
French officers, named Darveu, went to Narraindeu in his camp, 
but' accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of Sepoys. 

On their return, they were attacked by the whole force they had vi- 
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1 759. fited, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : 'the Sepoys, 
l>cei^r niuch the objedt of this treachery, fuffered lefs. Mr. 

IMoracin immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within 
and round the French fadtoiy, which is on the river-fide ; and threw 
up wojks fufficient to protedJ: his detachment from attacks through 
the avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, furrounded. 
Of the two Ihips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had 
been difpatched to Arracan for provilions, and the Briftol had 
been driven alhore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 
to Burrampore. There was on the ftocks on the river-fide a large 
fnow ; and in the river, feveral fmaller veflels belonging to the fac- 
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
northern monfoon, after the Englifh fquadron ihould have quitted 
the coaft. In the mean time, they continued for many days, (kir- 
mhhingwith the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered’ to treat, 
winch produced a ceffation of hoftilitieji, but no terms of reconci- 
liation ; for the demands of the French were in j)roportion to the in- 
juries they had received ; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex- 
pences of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not 
•make incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have returned 
to their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet. 

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar- 
rived in Bengal, arequfting him to fend a body of Europeans, which, 
joined by his own force, might eafily take or deftrty the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin. The report of the defer- 
ters confirmed the feafibility of this prdjeft. But the dubious ftate 
of the Englllh affairs, and the decreafe of their military force in Bengal 
fcarccly permitted any farther diminution of it : however. Colonel 
Clive, with his ufual Ipirit of enterprise, determined to try theexpe- 
riment. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em- 
’barked,on the Hardwicke, which had 100 Europeans as her crew. 
The Ihip failed out of the river on the 30th of September, and on the 
7th of October anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colours. 
Two French officers immediately came on board .to enquire news, 
and were detained prifoners. Captain Samfon then went'afiiorc jun- 

jder 
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der a pafiport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid 
more was coming, and propofed that he fliould furrender his whole 
detachment to avoid unnecefiary bloodlhed. But Moracin had ob- 
tained jufter intelligence. Samfon then landed mcilengers which 
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther 
motive or inclination to renew hoftilities againft them ; but neverthc- 
lefs promifed Sampfbn that he would loon appear with his army, . 
and again inveft the town. A civil intercourfe of melfages conti- 
nued between them until the 20th, when Sampfon being convinced 
that he intended to do-nothing, failed away for Bengal. 

In the beginning of November, Mr. Moracin toibarked from Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in a Hoop, and on the nth landed at Coca- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a fmali river, 
about 20 miles n. e. of the eaftern arm of theGodaveri. On this arm 
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are fxtuated the Englilh and French faftories of Ingeram and Yanam. 
Of the prllbners taken at Mafulipatam, moft of thofe who had been 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, and were refiding atYanam, . 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry : and, on this 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 
of the ftateof affifirs in this part of the country.' The dift rifts from 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga- 
pettyrauze* a near relation of Anunderauze. They had long been 
at enmity, ’Sand when Anunderauze invited the Englilh, Jaggapetty 
joined the French, and 'with his troops accompanied them at the 
battle of Peddipore, After the viftory Colonel Forde granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the 
affiftance he expefted from the Englilh, had not ventured to employ 
his own force to get poflelfion. Jaggapetty neverrhelefs expeft- 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weftern arm 
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded with Mr. An- 
drews, the Englilh chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the ceflion made 
to his rival. His fort of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland from 
Gocanara. Moracin fent agents thither and to his camp, to propole 
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following from 
2 Ganjam, 
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Gaiijam, and promiifing more from Pondicherry, ^aggapetty nei- 
ther conduded,* nor rgeaed the proppfal ; but neit^r he nor liis 
people arSamcl Cotali gave even the common alTiftances of^ the 
Coventry to the troops witli Moraciii’V who, for want of prpvifions, 
^ot^nmitted violences, were relifted^ and moft of them were either 
fclzcd by the officers pf the diflrlft, or took fervice with thpni ; 
which reduced Moraciii to re-embark on the {loop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his party ; they fa^cd on tfie ipthj and a few days 
after arrived at Pondicherry. 

The troops remaining at Ganjam were 2 59 eftlrpated Europeans, 
but of which half weie Topafies, and loo Sepoys. They embarked 
under the com,mai\^ of ChevaJicr Pqeto, on the fiiow and two 
fioops, ligged and manned .with the ftores and crew of the Briftol : 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 1 9th of Elecember ; and Poete fent 
affiore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
Jaggapettyrauze : immediately after they landed, a hard gale of 
wind drove the two flbops aihore. 

The troops font from .Bengal with Colonel Forde had received 
repeated orders frpm this Prefidency to return thither from M^fuli- 
patam ; but they were to march overland the whole way, in order 
'^o meet^ and attack lV|[oracia*s detachment, who it was fuppofed 
would be, ^f not at Ganjam, fomevhere pn the coaft. The rains 
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the he- 
ginning of November ; befojre which. Colonel Forde had failed in 
the middle' of 0 £h}ber from M^ulipftam for Bengal, where he ar- 
rived juft in time tp render, one more very important fervice to his 
country. The command then devolved on Captain. Fifcher, and 
varying refolutions detained the trpops at Mafulipatam until the 5th 
of December. They were reduced jfrom ^oq Europeans, and 1500 
Sepoys, to 30.0 of the one, and 800 of the other: the Europeans, 
by death and defertion, notvrithftanding they had recruited 59 out 
of the prlfoners ; hut the Sepoys, chiefly by the difmiffioi> ^.500, 
who had failed wifh Cljve on the expedition to Bengal, .^^ndiyere 
permitted tq return feoml^rulipatam to theii ho^|lnt]^.&r- 
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natic. The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated ; near the 
fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms ; 
and other fnialler rivers coming from the Colair lake, interfea: the 
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafulipatam ; 
which render the march along the fea-lhore, although Ihorter in 
diAance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops 
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come, 
excepting, that they paiTed the bed of the Colair farther to the 
weftward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmundrum they 
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had 
landed at Cocanara. 

Anunderauze, on the appearance of Moracfn at Cocanara a month 
before, had no doubt that he would be immediately joined by Jag- 
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to 
protect the diftrids of Rajahmundrum from their inioads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the 
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englilh with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. The officers of Anunde- 
rauze begged afliftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command 
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The 
diArid for fome diAance round this place is covered with coconut- 
groves, for the Aielter of the weavers; and the French troops were 
lying in a village at the Ikirt of the groves tw^o miles from the 
Dutch fort, and the fea ; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firA detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, againA 
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif- 
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the EngliAi troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in fight of the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs (kirmiflnng on their 
right ; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had 
jpined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on preferving 
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke witli tlxe 
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pttan&tti ^60* SejK^s ta prevent rfieir embarkation. The 
Frenchl tjroopff^ had' gained no certain intelligence of the- force 
with, Fifcher, and' waited on their ground until they couM* diftin*. 
guilh rile number of Yorfce*s divifion, who when near font off 
the Sepoys to gain their flank, and’ haftened up in* front withr the 
grenadiers as fall as they could march. The French only remained 
to give one fire, and then ran as fafl: as they could through the grove, 
followed almoft at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch foftory, into 
which they were admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac- 
tory, which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the 
evening with the^ main body, invefted it more clofely, and perem- 
ptorily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal 
proteflr, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the 
aflth of December. In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and Topafles, all in the 
fhow. From Cocanara the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the i6th of January ; and a few days 
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Englllh Ihips proceeding 
to fiengd ; but the Sepoys were left to purflie their route on fhore 
by Ganjam and through the province of Orixa. Thus nothing re- 
mained to fear in the company’s pofleflions and acquifitions to the 
north of the Kriftna. We (hall now defcribe the progrefs of thfir 
officer Mahomed Iflbof in the countries towards Cape Comorin. 

He arrived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfortt ten 
months. The force he left in the country, when called awify, was 
14 companies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Palamco- 
taii, and three at Tinivelly. Nothing more could beexpedcd from 
either of thefe bodies than to defend the ground in fight of the 
walls they garnlbned. Accordingly all the diftridls of both provinces 
from the foreft of NatLira to the gates of Travancore, lay fiibjedk to 
their contributions, or expofod to their ravages. The decfonfion of the 
Englifh affoirs, which began with the furrender of Port St. David, (on 
whichMahomedIflbof was rccalledJandcontinuedutitilthePrencb were 
obliged to raifethe fiege ofMadrafo, keptMaphuze Khan iiii'coatinual/ 
hopes, that he fhould be joined by a body of French troops, and efta- 
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bliihed witlLtheir affiftance in the government of thofe countries, ; and 1759. 
the adminiftratioii of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiffaries, en- 
cour-aged -him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with the 
Pulitaver, fftyling himlelf, and Hyled a fovereign ; but without anv 
other means of fubfiftance than what Pulitaver chofe to fupply, 
who, never regulating his money by words, Icarcely furnifhed han 
with common neceflaries. The return of Iflbof Khan bettered his 
condition ; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length lifteu to a 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go- 
verned by the love of eafe, felt norcfentmentat the humility to which 
he had been reduced. He prefided, at lead in appearance, in the 
councils of the eaftern Polygars; who relolved to meet Ifloof with 
their united force, and invited the weftern to the common defence ; 
who having joined them againft Palamcot..h in the late diftrefles of 
the Englifti affairs, expcdted no pardon, and took the field. The 
weftern league confiffed of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former 
leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, who 
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, iuftead of the indifference of 
his predeoefTor, an averfion to the Englilh. Etiaporum was always 
the next to him in importance, and now in adivity. 

The force which accompanied Mahomed Iflbof from Conjeveram, 
confifted only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 60 horfe, but he had 
on his march requefted troops from T^ondiman and the two Mo- 
lavers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and 
3000 men, horfe, colleriesand Sepoys, from the tlnce j otygars joined 
him on his arrival at Madura, where he neveithelefs immediately 
began .to make farther lc\ies, and by (hitting and garbling out 
of r 11 that were with him, corapofed a body of 300 hurfi.', and 
700 Sepoys, who had (cen (crvice, which he font forward to ra- 
v^e the diftridls of Etiapoium, where they were to be joined by 
three of the companies of Sepoys fioi: the garrlfon of Palamcotah, 
which had reftored its loflcs by new' L\ ies. This body of troops 
were to maintain their ground until the laft extremity, in order to 
prevent the junftion of the v eftern with- the troops of the caftern 
polygars, until Mahomed Iffoof himfolf could follow with the main 
4 C 3 body 
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body from Madura, where he was under the neceffity of remaining' 
a while longer. 

The CoUeries of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftrids of 
the leiiEer Moraver to the eaftern mountains. Their foreft fldrts the 
Madura country to the north ; and, where oppofite, is within twelve 
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co* 
lonel Heron in 1755. They are much wilder than the colleries to 
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, and differ ftilF 
more from thofe of Madura and Tmivelly, having neither forts nor 
military array. They acknowledge no confiderable chiefs, and live 
in final 1 parcels, connefted by choice or relation ; fo that their dif- 
putes rarely exceed the private revenge of individuals*. They re- 
gard all other people as booty; but robbery amongft them- 
felves as the greateft crime: and any one of them efcorting a 
ftranger is a fufficient proteAion againft all the reft ; but without 
this fafeguard, which is always paid for, the traveller rifques his 
life at every ftep. Contemptible in the open field, where they 
rarely truff themfelves, thqr are much more dextrous than any of 
thefe races in the practices of ambufeade and theft. They had 
plundered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle, 
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfbever parties 
were returning to the city with provifions from other quarters. As all 
of the troops with Mahomed Iflbof were fit for hoftilities againft fuch 
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking theirhaunts, whilflr 
his levies were fijrming to better difeipline. He, however, attended 
the fervice himfelf, which appeared more like one of the general 
huntings peculiar to Afia, than* a military expedition. Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled ; but 
fome weue refcrved to be releafed, or executed, on occafioB. A month 
was, however, employed before he had completed* this revenge, and 
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only m(»iey, 
moftly ooUefted by theft ; which, with others he procured, to the 
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 flieep, were lent to Tritchino- 
poly, from whence they were forwarded at different times by Cap- 
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, lor the ufe of the fquadron, 

and 
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and enabled them to keep the windward ftation, without confvimlng 

their own ftock of provisions. 

On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with 
600 horfe, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
man, and the-’ Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was one 
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant of 
powder, having none but what he made himfelf; for, fince the 
deftruftion of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidency could 
not fupply their troops and garrifbns in the Carnatic from their 
own produce ; but borrowed from the fquadron, and received from 
Bombay. The mufkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various 
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl- 
ing-pieces, and any fuzees he could colled. He was likewifo in 
want of flints, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by 
agate ; of which there is none in thefe countries. All thefe wants 
he reprefented to the prefidency, and efpeclally requefted two 
eighteen-pounders, and two field-pieces of fix, with a full fupply 
of Ihot. 

His firft march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in 
1756; but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and 
Vadj^herri had extended their acquifitions thus far, and placed their 
guard in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, without cannon, and, 
after a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his. From hence he proceed- 
ed to take Up the large detachment he had fent forward againft 
Etiaporum who, by continually ravaging the diftrifts of this po- 
lygar, kept his troops on their own ground, and deterred both him 
and Catabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the 
Pulitaver: having fufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de- 
tachment proceeded againft Coilorepettah, which ftands nearly mid- 
way in the ftreighteft ' road between Madura and Tinivelly, about 
50 miles from each. This fort had likewifo been ftormed in June 
1756 by Mahomed Iffobf, and carried with confiderable lofs. The 
polygar was then taken prifoner ; whether reftored or fucceeded by 
another, we do not find ; but the place was at this time in the 
handif of one who defended it as wdl ; for 100 of the Sepoys were 
4 killed 
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killexl «ktid VQ\itvcled in the attack, which lafi d three days, and tjhen 
the polygar made his efcape by night. The fort was immediately 
-raaed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main 
body with Mahomed Iflbof, and the whole proceeding by the way 
.of Gaiigadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. They 
were fcarcely arrived, lyhen Maphuze Khan, whofe mmd always 
wavered with every change of circumflances, wrote a letter to Ma- 
homed Iflbof, oflering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car- 
natic ; provided he was allowed a fuitable j^hire for his mainte- 
nance : He even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. -Mahomed 
Iflbof, without authority, aflured him that his requefls fliould be 
complied with; and recommended them to the Prefidency, by 
\v hom they were referred to the Nabob. 

The midland country, for- thirty miles to the north of the town 
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between 
the eaftern and wefteni Polygars, had been the favourite field of 
their depredations. The principal ftation from which the eaftern 
made their inroads into thefe diftrids was the fort and wood of 
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles n. n. w. of Tinivelly. The Poly- 
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, hjd many colleries, who >were 
well armed ; and Mahomed Iflbof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly, 
marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and in a 
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome- troops ; and fta- 
tioned a guard of 50 horfe, an4 fome peons and cofteries in a place 
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. He was no fooner re- 
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the 
Pulitaver and Vadgherrl furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 
either killed or took all tbrir horfes, with their riders ; on .which 
Mahomed Iflbof detached feven companies of Sepoys, recovered 
the poft, and remained in it, in order to pcoted .the adjacent 
country. 

Equal confuflon prevailed in the diftrifts to the fouth of Tinivelly. 
The troops of the Maliaver, or Kipg of Travancore, .were making 
incurfions from their wall to foize the harvefts at the toot of 
the hills from Calacad to Cfipc Comorin, 'the variety of dif- 
j traflions, 
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traftions^ whiclk exifted on. every- &te, could not be aAl oppofed at 
the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied, than all the 
revenues of the two provinces couM defray. But the king was 
the leaft inveterate enemy to the Engtifii; becaufethe polygarof Va- 
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his 
colleries to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the 
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 1 5 miles to 
the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma- 
homed MbofFopened a negotiation with the king ; who confented to 
a conference at the gates of hls country near the promontory. They 
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview pafled with much po- 
litenefs and fceming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de- 
manded nothing, and agreed to defift from his inroads into the diftricfts 
of Tinivelty, and to aft with a confiderable force in conjunftion with 
Mahomed' Iflbof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of 
September, Mahomed Iffoof ftill remaining at the gates of Travan- 
core, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy 
muikets made in his own country, and difciplined, although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner ; but they were well fupplied 
with {tores- and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and 
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to tlie 
king, proceeded direftly againft Vadagherri, although 20 miles 
beyond Nfellitangaville, the refidence of the Pulitaver: when 
arrived neat Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large 
as his own, confifting of 10,000 more of the King’s troops of 
various kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs. 
This was perhaps the greateft force that had been aflcmbled 
for fome centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods 
for a day, in which about 100 men were killed and wounded on both 
fides ; but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the 
Pulitaver at N'cllitangaville. 

The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the firft time, had been re- 
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver ; and fet his cunning 
to work to divert the ftorin from liimfelf. The repulfe of the Englifli 
troops at the attack .of the pottah at Vanchwaih on the 30t<h of 
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1759. September, was known in the country, and was believed, '’as the 
I> c«rimer ^ French had reprefented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuzc Khan had re- 
Ojoberl ceived letters from Baffaulut Jung and the government of Pondi- 
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they ftiould very foon 
overpower the Eiighlh in the Carnatic, when he might expeA to 
be luhftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be 
depofed from the Nabobfhip. This correfpondence, and thefe ex- 
poclations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of Travancore, 
and offered, if he would quit the Englifh, and join Maphuze Caun 
againft them, to give him whatfoever difrrids in the Tinivelly 
country might lie convenient to his own. The King immediately 
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Iffoof, and {landing on 
his importance, demanded the ceilion of Calacad and the adjacent 
diftridls, for which he had fo long contended againll the Nabob’s 
government. He faid, that more territory than he claimed had 
already been recovered with his aflillance; that what might 
he reftifed by one, would be readily given to him by another; 
and that, if he fliould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftabllflied in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed 
Iflbof, whilll perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that 
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mufkets, which had been fent, 
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loll at fea ; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were flopped by the Dutch 
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater .value to his aflillance ; for the force 
of Mahomed Iffoof alone was not fufficicnt to reduce the Pulitaver, 
whom all the beft colleries in the. country were flocking to defend. 
He therefore furrendered the dillrifts which the king demanded ; 
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion ; but the Nabob fufpedled 
that it had been promifed by Iflbof at his firft interview with the 
king, in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious 
views. 

As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancorcs moved 
again in conjun^lion with his troops. On the 6th of November, 
they invefled the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of 
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the dependencies of the PuUtaver. The Colleries defended the wood 1759. 
three days, and then abandoned both ; and retired to NeUitangaville. 

After this fuccefs, the want of anamunition obliged Mahomed Iflbof NovlmbU'. 
to remsun. until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and 
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent difgufts from dif- 
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed 
ifloofs ; and on the aoth of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries 
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Iflbof, 
on the firfl: alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their 
nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the pur- 
fuit of little avail. They had killed and wounded 100 of the Travan- 
cores, before they went off. A day or two after this Ikirmifli, Ma- 
hom^ Iflbof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupply 
of ammunition from Anjengo ; and the two fix-pounders with their 
(hot likewife came up from Tutacorin ; he then moved with his allies, 
and on the 4th of December fet down before Walhinelore, another fort 
dependent on the Pulitaver, much ftronger than any he had, except- 
ing NeUitangaville, from wWch it is fituated twenty miles to the 
w. w. and twelve in the fame dlreftion from Outamaly. 

Waflunelore ftood within three miles from the great range of 
mountains^ at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the wefl: and fouth fides of 
the fort ; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to 
the eafl the plain was open, and everywhere covered with profofe 
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended j 200 to 
the N.E. of the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded 
both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 6 50 by 
30a yards : it was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four 
large fquare towers, one at each angle, and feveral fmaller, which 
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, enclofed 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort : the 
accefs to the tovker was a fleep ramp, only two feet broad, the en- 
trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the 
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1759. towers had no parapet, and was only a rampaft (loping <m both fides 

D T embcr ^ ^ 3 attop ; but the flo^ from within was 

teem cr. without, fo that, if afraulted, the de- 

fenders might cafily run up to the top. I1ie parapets of the towers 
have circular holes for the ufe of fmall arms, but no evenings pre- 
pared for cannon, of which there was not a (ingle piece in the fort. 
This defciiptlon only fuits Wafhinelore, for the other forts in the 
Madura and TInivelly countries have parapets with loop-holes to 
tliLir ramparts, as well as to their towers; but all are of earth, 
excepting Madura and Palaiacotah. The Cotleries on. this (ide oF 
the Tinivelly country, poffefs nothing of the uglinefs or deformity 
which generally chara< 9 :eri^c the inhabitants of the hills and wilds 
of India. They are tall, well-made, and well-featured. Their 
arms are lances and pikes, bows and arrows^ rockets, ;uid match- 
locks, but whether with or without other weapons, every man con- 
ftantly wears a fword and Ihield. In battle, the different arms move 
in diftinft bodies ; but the lancemen are rated the moft eminent, 
and lead all attacks. This weapon is 1 8 feet long ; they lie under 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they attack horfe, 
add a fmall bell. Without previous exercife, they affemble in a deep 
column, preffing clofe together, and advance at a long fteady ftep, in 
fome degree of time, their lances inclining forward, but aloft, of 
which the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and fcare 
rile cavalry ; and their approach is fcarcely lefs formidable to in- 
fantry not difeiplined with fire.-arms. The importance of Waflii- 
nclore, and the great force which was come againft it, brought 
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief ; but all, excepting 8 or 900 
chofeii men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the wo^s : from 
whence every day and night parties fallied, and alarmed or attadted 
one or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater bodies >on 
three different days made general attacks on the batteries. Of which 
thefe continued interruptions retarded the conftruftion, infomuch' 
that they were not finifhed until the 26th, 20 days after the arrival 
of the armies but the howitzes had commenced before. The on^ 
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efficacious gun was the i8 pounder, which Mahomed IlToof liad 1759. 
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and lower ; 
but from exceffive firing, the 1 8 pounder burft the day aftci it was ^ 

mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the bat- 
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required lo 
be referved for defence, was expended. However, part of the pa- 
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Iflbof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the affault ; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with 
3000 chofen colleries, who had marched in the night fiom Nelli- 
tangaville, iftued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Iflbof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every kind of deftrudlion. Mahomed Iflbof inftantly fent back a 
large body to repulfe them, and continued the aflault ; but the gar- 
rifon within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s fuccefs, 
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found- 
ing of their conchs. All the other colleries colle£ted in the woods 
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach ; 
and although continually rcpulftd, continually rallied, and with the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then 
waited in. the woods to interrupt the renewal of the affiiult in the 
night; biit fo much of the refen'cd ammunition had been expended in 
the day, that Mahomed Iffixif deemed it dangerous to remain any 
longer before the fort, and dicw oft' his artillerj-. Two hundred of his 
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy. 

The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmifled the Travancores, 
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
and Mahomed Iflbof returned w’ith his own troops, and thofc lent 
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly. 
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T I^E two armies in the Carnatic continued, during the firfl: days * 7 ^°* 

of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious janilaryi 
of tiiqd&g any attempt of con^^uence, becaufe both were waiting, 
the rcfulttaf their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with his Morattoes 
to their afiiftance. Both offered 60,000 rupees; but, whilft the 
Englilh were propoling conditional bills, the French fent ready 
money, which determined his preference. He arrived on the 8 th in 
the Ftench camp; with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plunderers, who are called Pandarums, and always troop, with the 
horfe, as we have deferibed when Bajjnrow joined Clive in the fight 
near Arni. The next day, the F rench army filed off from their en- 
campment which extended from the fuburbsof Arcot along the fouth 
fide of the Paliar, and took the' road towards Trivatore ; and, as they 
were going off, Mr. Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, feme of the 
European horfe, and two field-pieces, crofled the river, and advanced 
to Trimuddi, an out-poft, three miles in front of the Englilh camp 
at Clunafitnundrum. A cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops 
coming up, Mr. Lially retired,-and recrofled the river : during which, 
a body of 200 Morattoes, with whom Colonel Coote had treated, 
came over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp. Iir the evening, 

Colonel Coote proceeded acrofs the river, with an efcort of horfe, 
and reconncMtred the enemy’s line of -march, and- fu^odfing, that 
they might intend againfl: Vandivafh, took his meafures accord- 
higly- Orders were difpatched to Caplin Sherlock, who com- 
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1760. inaadcd in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the two com- 
J — ^ — ' panics of Sepoys at Tilvatoie, to repair thither immediately. The 
January baggage of tlic aiJiiy was fent off that night to Covrepauk; and in 
the niornluj', the whole anny moved from Chinafinmndrum, wheip ‘ 
tliey had Lun ciglitecn daj^i., and in the evening pitched anew on 
the hank ol the Paliar, fivo*miles lower down than the ground 
^^hlch the l''rench had occupied on the other fide. A ftrong poft of 
liorfe and foot was advanced at fome diftance towards Arcot, and 
anotlicr on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. The 
next day pafled without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence 
of confequence concerning them, who'heverthelefs were nQliidleitf 
Mr. Lally had formed another projeA befides that which Coloi^l 
Coote fufpeded ; and, to accomplilh it, had not fuffered hisjlfiny 
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the 
iith, the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far- 
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide of Trivatore, and 
halted there the greateft part of the day. Towards the evening, 
all were under arms, and the ftores and baggage loaded ; but, ■ in- 
fiead of marching on, he difplayed them on the plain, facing to 
the Paliar, and then exercifed them as if for praftice, in large 
evolutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the 
eaftward, with all the horfe, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on 
the right, of whom the outermoft, when the exercife ended, were 
fix miles from Papantanguel. Having thus whiled away the time 
until the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they 
flood until it was dark ; and then foparated the army into two di- 
vifions. The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the fecond, filed 
off, followed by 300 Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and 
marched on as faft as they could, keeping together ; the reft of the 
army, which confifted of all the European infantry, with the 
baggage and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without flrain. 
Mr. Lally led the firft divifion himielf. After a march of 15 miles, 
in which they had crofled the Paliar, they arrived at eight in the 
morning at Conjeveram; exposing to find in the town the magazines 
.c£ rice which fupplied the Engliih army ; hut they had no fuch ftore, 
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living on the purchafe of the day ; nor had the inhabitants more than 
the common provhion of their houfes ; but in the pagoda was the 
hofpital, and a ftock of militaiy ftores, under the guard of two com- 
'panies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chilfliolm, of which the 
capture would have been diftreffing; but Mr. Lally having brought no 
cannon made no attempt on the pj^oda, and employed his troops 
m colleding plunder, and fetting fire to the houfes of the town ; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could 
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers, 
continually attacked their fmaller parties and ftragglers, and whenever 
likely to be over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moft valuable part of their 
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had colledled. By this time the 
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the 
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore. 

The neareft ground of the French line, whilft marching on this 
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced port of the Engliih camp, 
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were 
afraid to Venture, and could not be trufted fo far abroad ; and the 
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not even fufficient 
for the neceflhry patroles of the camp ; fo that the lirft intelligence 
of the enediy’s march’ Was from Lieutenant Chifliohn at Conjeveram, 
fent as foon as they appeared there. It arrived' in the afternoon ; 
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the 
whole array to follow, which Was in march liefore the fun fet, and 
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry, 
had arrived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one miles. 

It was nbw a month, that Mr. Bufly had aflcd once more in the 
field in conjun£lion with Mr. Lally ; and the intercourle had only 
encreafed the averfion. The late errors of Mr. Lally’s, operations, 
which had loft Vandivafh and Carangoly, without gaining any thing 
equivalent by the expedition to Seiingham, had lowered his military 
charafter throughout the army j and even his own regiment as well 
as Lorrain, although the King’s troops, began to acknowledge the 
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luperior talents of Mr. Buify to condudl the -war:; the battalion of 
Inch* always thought fo. Mr. Lally imputed this rifing predile£)ion 
in the officers to the influence of Mr. Bufly’s money, and amotig'ft the 
foldiers to the intrigues of Father St. Eftevan, a crazy, bufyjefuit, who 
officiated in the camp, and confefled the regiment oi' Lorrain : hisj^i- 
tipathy no longer liftened to any reftralnts. As l(X)a as thejiripy re- 
turjied to Tiivatore, Mr. Bufly alked his leave to retiic to Pondicheriy 
for the recovery of a painful diforder, which incapacitated him for 
fitigue : but Mr. Lally forbid him in the name of the king to quit the 
field. He obeyed, and gave his befl opinion concerning the future 
operations of the campaign. ** The Englilh, he faid, would not lee 
Vandivafli taken, without rifquing a battle to fave it, in which the 
French army would be deprived of all the force employed- in the 
** fiege; and from the neceffity of covering it, not mailer of the choice 
** of advantages in the action : whereas, if the whole of the regular 
“ troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached 
** the whole body of Morattbes to lay wafte the Englifh diflrifls, 
** their army would fbon be reduced to the neceffity, either of 
** giving battle at diiadvantage, or of liking its fubfiftence under 
** the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious ; for 
the flrll divilion of the Morattoes, although only looo, had ven- 
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore, 
and by cutting off every kind of provifion on every fide, had re- 
duced the Englifh camp to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the French, where they fold the beeves th^ bad plundered at 
ifeven for a rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of 
,thc country ; and at this very time the Prefidracyuf Madrafs, anxious 
for the lofs of their fureft revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were advifing Colonel 
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr. 
Lally rurpe£l;ed Mr.Buii^'A advice, .as defigned to prevent or difparage 
the activity of his own operations ; and on the 14th marched sway 
from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the 
•European cavalry, 500 Mmrattoes, rooo Sepoys, and four field-pieces, 
•iea\ ing Mr. Bu^ with the main body at Trivatore, as the moft 
I central 
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central fituation, 9 -t hand to join his own divifion, if the Englifli army 
(hould march al^r it; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if they 
ihould go againil Arcot, in order to divert the fiege of Vandivafli. 

On the I4tb in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence 
of Mr. I>ally*s arrival at Vaiidivalh, and the next day marched 
with his whole force from Conjeveram, crofling the Paliar to the 
s. JE. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
of Trivatore. On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou- 
tramalore. This (fituation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivafli and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and from henee with Madtafs : it likewife had Carangoly in 
its rear to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been ne- 
glefted, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall ; 
hut was a much more defenfible repofitoiy for the ftores and baggage 
of the army, than any poft in the open plain. 

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the foutU 
pettah of Vandivafli, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions : the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the iquadron, was allotted to the 
wefliem rampart, and only intended to make a diverfion during the 
real attack on the oppofite ; where the Europeans were of Lally’s 
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divilions were difcovered and 
fired Jtipon before they gained the foot of the wall ; and the marines, 
unuied to fuch (ervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’s divifion, 
who, fuppofing them enemies, fired upon them until the miftake 
was djfcovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-jueces at their head, advanced againfl: the fouth-ficle of the 
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 
of the column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 
mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 
the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured 
after him ; and the troops in the pettah, having no orders to defend 
it to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the fort 
without any lofs in the retreat ; b the whole defence only four or five 
had been killed ; but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, befides Se- 
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poys, and more wounded of both. They immediately entrenched 
the openings of the ftreets feeing the fort, and began to raife a 
battery in the n*e. angle of the pettah, againft the feme tower 
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the feme ground. 

A thoufend of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the 
motions of the Englifli army; but they followed nothing but plunder, 
and continued fpreading themfelves to the north of the Paliar ; and 
as Mr. Lally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring fpies, 
the hrfe news he received of the approach of the English army, was 
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Bufly at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averlion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen- 
tic ; and at firft he only ordered part of the army to advance from 
Trivatore : but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bufly to aft accord- 
ing to his diferttion ; who at five in the afternoon marched with the 
whole, and arrived at Vandivafli before midnight. 

The Engliflv army arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivafh, before Mr. 
Bully’s divifion liad joined Mr. Lally’s there, which, otherwile, on 
their appearance, muft either have retreated, or would have Hood 
their ground with great inferiority and difadvantage. The horfe, as 
foon as. the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages 
for provifions, and the next day the troop of huflars fell in with 50 Mo*- 
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their horles* 
Still the want of grain continued in the camp, and it was found 
that the renter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his ftore 
to fomc agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs ; on 
which he was feized, and confined without eating, until the army 
was fupplied ; and his people in a few hours brought enough for the 
immediate want, and promiled more. The fcarcity had, however; 
been no obftacle to the operations of the army ; for Colonel Coote 
had refolved not to advance upon the enemy, until they were ready 
to afl'.iult Vandivafli, when he fhould have his choice of attacking 
either the troops employed againft the fort, or the army which cof 
veied them in the plain. This Mr. Bufly forefew, and again advifed 
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Mr. Lally to defift from the fiege until a better opportunity ; and 
to keep his whole force together, until the Englilh either fought 
or retired ; but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftru£);ion from 
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. 

Their battery did not open until the aoth ; having waited for the 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the ramparts of Val- 
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen, 
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the 
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy's fitu- 
atton and the ftate of the fiege, and receiving, when near, a meflage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half %vay, to whicli he or- 
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-iift. 
Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 of the black horfe, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow, 
but without prefling their march. 

The diftance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafh is feven miles ; tlic 
road leads from the n. e. to the s. w. The mountain of Vandivafh 
lies in the fame diredlion, extending more than a league in length. The 
fort ftaiids two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the 
wefl-ern than the eaftern end. The French army was encamped 
direflly oppolite to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the diftance 
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. The camp was 
in two lines feparated by paddy fields ; a great tank covered the left 
flank of both lines. At 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little 
on its left, was another, and farther on, likewife on the left of 
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and 
both dry; and the bank which furrounded the foiemoft tank had 
been converted into a retrenchment, hi which ueic mounted fome 
pieces of cannon, which commanded the plain hi front, and flanked 
in its whole length the efplanade in front of tlie camp. 
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All the Momtoes Were rettirned, and Ijdng with their pluA^ 
under the foot lof the mountain, extending along it towards the K>S» 
end. Their fcouts brought intelligence of the approach of Colondl 
Coote’s divifion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalrf 
in the French camp, and the whole fpread in different bodies acrofs 
the plain to the eafl of the mountain. Colonel Coote, with aoo 
of the black cavalry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, Was 
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com- 
pofcd the divilion he was leading ; and the Morattoes fent forward 
zoo of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interlperfed them in platoons between the troops of horfie. 

The advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs puihed on, hut 
were ftopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came to the 
ufe of the fword. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
flood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to their main body, which with the French 
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eaft, from the end of the mountain ; the French on the right 
of the Morattoes. 

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent off a melfen- 
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as faft as they could 
march : the cavaliy fooii joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced veiy flowly ; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen. 
At eight o’clock the detachment of Sepoys, with the guns, came 
up, when the divifion with Coote were at an afeent, which inter- 
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, although they had 
perceived the cloud of march, had not diftinguifhed the two guns 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com- 
panies, formed in a line in the rear of the cavalry, with the guns 
in the center. ; the two troops of European horfe were in the center of 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two lines advanced 
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againft the enemy, whp were ftill waiting for them; but when at the 
difbtfice of 400yard*i the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelvcs round, ^vided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond 
liiic; and theinftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were letting off to 
advantage of the evolution making by the Englilh. The field- 
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs ; and 
Obtain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him- 
felf; the efieft aniwered the good-will and dexterity; the fire was 
direfted amongft the Morattoes ; and every Ihot was feen to overfet 
men and horfes, which Hopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach of the mulketry of the Sepoys ; and fome of them 
on the wings had even rode in amongft the outward of the Englilh 
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafing havock which fell 
amongft them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were advancing in regular order on their right, againft whom the 
^eld-pieces were then directed, which they ftood for fome time, feem- 
ing to «cpefit the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely 
gone of]^ turned and went off themfelves, but ftill in order, and 
with much compofure. 

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had 
quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp, 
fent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the order Ihould 
meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome 
gardens and other enclofures half a mile to the right of the ground 
which the French cavalry had occupkd, whilft drawn up in a line 
with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 
enclofures were good fhclter on neceffity, and the ground beyond them 
excellent for the difplay and action of the whole army, which Colonel 
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left,, 
and tO'form on this ground, in the fame order as before ; the cavalry 
in a line in front, the Sepoys in another behind them. 
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As foon as this dlfpofition was executed, he rode back to the 
line of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac- 
cording to the order of battle he had ilTued to the principal officers' 
in the pieceding night. He iignified his intention of leading the 
army on to a general afbion, which was received with acclamation's, 
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the enemy 
they had lb long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad- 
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn up, 
without filing off in columns, lb that they were foon upon the 
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the cavalry 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again 
on the right of the firft line ; but the two field-pieces, ftill attended 
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept 
apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line. 

In this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp, in 
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft 
the fort of Vandivalh. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to fee the efteft of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuffered them to approach near., 
^without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to interrupt 
them. 

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as Ibon as he returned 
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right ; the inftntry 
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had .drawn up ; the 
baggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed 
in the rear of all the three. They proceeded towards the Ibuth fide of 
the mountain, but inclining a little towards the French camp. As foon 
as the fiift files of the infiintry came to the ftony ground which ex- 
tends from the foot of the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not aft, the whole halted, and the two lines of infantry facing 
to the right, prefented themfelves again in order of battle, oppofite to 
the French camp, at the diftance of a mile and a half, but out- 
ftretching it on the right; the baggage falling back at the fame time, 
gave place to the cavalry to refume their former ftation as the third line. 
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The Morattoes were fpread at the foot of the mountain to proteft 
their own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two 
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firft line; 
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
driven back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this 
fituation, in expeftation that the defiance would bring the French 
out of their camp ; but they ftill remained quiet ; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me- 
ditated. 

The ground for fome diftance from the foot of the mountain, 
is, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones 
and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort 
the plain was occupied by rice fields. I'he Englifh army coaft- 
ing the mountain until oppofite to the fort, and then making a 
converfion of their lines to the right, w'ould immediately be 
formed in the ftrongeft of fituations; their right protefled by 
the fire of the fort; their left by the impaflable gioimd under 
the mountain, and with the certainty of throwing any number 
of troops, witiiout oppofitiou, into the fort; who, tallying with 
the garrifon to the other fide, m^ht eatily drive the enemy 
from their batteries in the pettah ; from whence the whole of the 
Englifh army might likewife advance j^ainft the French camp, with 
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where 
the main defences, which had been prepared in the front of their en- 
campmeht, or arofe from the ufuai difjx>fitions on this fide, would 
become tntirely ufelefs. 

The Englifh army had no fooner began their march along the 
foot of the mount un, than Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with 
all the conlequences of this able operation. The camp immcdi.itcly 
beat to arms, and foon after the troops were fecn ifluing to occupy 
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had been 
previoufly marked out; 

The French cavalry, 300 riders, all Europeans, formed on the 
right ; next to them were the regiment of Lorraiu,.4oo firelocks : 
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in the centre^ tlie battalion of IncTia, 700 ; next to LaUj's, 
400V whofe left were toder the retrei^cd tank, ia which weie 
pofted the marines or troths from the fquadron, with Poete’s from 
Ganjam, in all 300, with four freldvpieces. Between the retrench- 
itlent and tally’s were three, the fame number between Lally’s 
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorriin and the cavalry ; in all 1 6 
pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr.Buffy 
had brought frotn Cudapah, were pofted at the tank in the rear of 
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to 
lupport on occaiion : 900 Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge which 
ran along the front of the camp ; and at each extremity of this ridge 
was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which covered the 
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 150 
Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries againft Vandi- 
valh ; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and 
protedion of their own camp to allift their allies in this decifive 
hour. 

The fight of the French army ilTuing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
lie inftantly halted his lines, which had advanced fome way along the 
foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two firft lines 
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. The 
baggage were fent back under the efcort of two companies of Se< 
poys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their 
place in the third line. 

The Englilh army confifted of 1900 Europeans, of whom 80 
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces. 
In the firft line were Coote’s raiment on the right, the Company’s 
two battalions in the centre, Draper’s on the left ; but all without 
their grenadiers ; and 1 800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this line ; in the intervals of which 
were 10 pieces of cannon, three on each fide of the Company’s bat- 
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper's and the Sepoys. In 
the fecond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, with a field- 
4 piece 
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.piece next, and beyond aoo Sepoys on each of their flanks : tihft ca- 
valry formed the third line ; the 8o Europeans, as before, hi the 
center of the black horfe ; the two field-pieces with the two com- 
panies of Sepoys of the morning fiill continued apart, advanced as 
before a little on the left of the firft line. 

As the Englifti army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon fliot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
large fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe of the Englifli army,, which made their third line. 
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended 
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed 
themfelves fo much, that fome went off immediately, which gave 
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 8o Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely- 
ing on better afliftance. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was 
underftood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of the firft line 
were ordered to fall back in an angle fiom the front, ready to 
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they w'ere approaching, but 
performed the evolution with fo.little firmnefs, that little hope was 
entertained of any execution from their fire ; but Captain Barker 
with the a guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di- 
refting his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they were oppolite and riding in on the flank 
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to op- 
pofe them, for all the black were gone. In lefs than a minute the 
quick firing of the two guns brought down ten or 1 5 men or horfis, 
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into 
confufion,; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he aflerts, 
flngly alone. If fo, he could not have (laid long where he was, for 
the European horfe, on feeing the enemy’s check, were advancing ; 
and many of the black, encouraged by the fccurity, were returning, 
and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, w'hom they purfued 
in a long courfe quite to the rear of their camp 
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Tlife BnjglUh army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack, 
-<!urihg whicJi the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
dJftandB fevfen for ball, and ncverthelefs often fired grape, aiid taei- 
'Hher with any effoft. The Englifh did not begin to anfwer Ontil 
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire fnuch brtter directed, halt- 
fed in order to preferVe this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted 
It to continue, by not advancing from the front of their camp. Mr. 
Lally retiring from the Englifh cavalry, and deferted by his own, 
rejoined his line of infantry, which he found fuffering, and with 
much impatience, from the Englifh cannonade : his own impetuo- 
fity concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate decifion, 
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not direftly 
oppofite to the front of the French, but flanting outwards from 
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance 
jBvtch lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wheel, 
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englifh. 

Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final or- 
ders to his own. None but the Europeans of the firft and fecond 
lines were to advance any farther. The Sepoys on[the wings of both, 
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were 
left, and to take no fhare in the battle, until they fhould hereafter 
receive orders how to aft. 

The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o’clock, but Colonel 
Coote intended to refrain until nearer ; ncverthelefs the company of 
CofFrees, which was inferted in one of the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co- 
lonel Coote was at this time pafiing from the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his 
deaths from the fire of the Coffrees. As foon as he arrived at his 
Tegiment they began, and the fire became general through the whole 
line. 

Coote’s had only fired twee, when Lorrain formed in a column 
twelve in front; the operation is fimple and was expeditious. 
Colonel Coote made no change in the difpofition of his regiment, 

but 
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but ordered the whole to preierve their neit fire; which L^rraiti 1760. 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftaiKe of 50 yards in t 
their front and on both their flanks } it fell heavy, and brought J*®**"^* 
down many, but did not flop the cdiumn. In an inftant the two 
regiments were mingled at the puflh of bayonet ; thofe of Coote’s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately born down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fiaught only for himlelf, and in a minute the ground was Ipread 
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having juft before fuffered from 
the referved fire of Coote*s, broke, and ran in difbrder to regain 
the camp. Ccdonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to 
order before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the 
reft of the line. 

As he was pafting on, a {hot from one of the guns with Draper’s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
Lally’s, where the marines were polled, and the explofion blew up 
flo men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killed dead, 
and m<^ of the others mortally hurt. All who were near, and had ef- 
caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terror out of the retrench- 
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joined 
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had fuffered nothing, likewife abandoned their poft. Colonel 
Coote on theexplofion, lent orders by his aid de camp Captain I^er, 
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Draper’s regiment, 
and ts|te pofteftlon of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco- 
vered Iheconfufion which he judged the explofion mull have caui'ecl ; 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank of 
Lally’s regiment. The ground on which Draper’s was Handing oppo- 
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, to file off by 
the right. Mr. Bufly, who commanded on this wing, had before en- 
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 50 or 60, 
and adding to them two platoons of Lally’s, led and polled them in 
the tank, and then returned to fupport them with the regiment. 

But Breretoti's files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at the 
quickeft pace, fuffered little from their fire, and coming upon the 
4 F 2 left 
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1 760. left of ^he retrenchment, a&ulted it impetuoufly, and carried it after 

I receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, un- 

jinuarj-. vvlfich Major Brereton fell mortally wounded, and when fallen 
refufed the affiftauceof the men next him, but bid them follow their 
victory. The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upon the guns on the left of Lally’s, and 
drove the gunners from them ; whilft the reft, being many more 
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and fhouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment of Lally, 
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide. 
Mr. Bully wheeled the regiment of Lally, and fcnt off platoons from 
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divifion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons afted faint- 
ly, only Ikirmilhing with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe 
aflault. The adion likewifo continued only with mulketry, but 
warmly, between the two divifiousoo the plain, until the two field- 
pieces, attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left be- 
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to 
bear on the flank of Lally’s, who had none to oppofe them ; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr. 
Bully, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put 
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the pulh of bayo- 
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horle was ftruck 
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
of which two or three balls palTed through his cloaths, and' when 
he alighted only 20 of Lally’s had kept near him, the reft had 
Ihrunk. Two platoons let off' on the foil run from Draper’s 
to furrouud them : the officer demanded and received Mr. Bully’s 
fword, and fent him with a guard into the rear ; he was con- 
duced to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies of 
the grenadiers of the fecond line, and was halting with them 
and their field-piece at fome diftance, ready if neceffary to fop- 
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Bully alked who the troops he 
law were; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in' 
4 the 
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the army, who had fiot fired a fliofr he clafftied ‘his hands iiir- 

pri/.e and admiration, and faid not a word. 

. During the eonfUft on- this fide' the two centers,* -which were 
compofed of' the troops of the two Eaft India Companies, had kept 
xjp a hot, but diftant fire ; neither chufing to rirque cloier decifion 
until they faw the event between Draper’s and LaHy’s ; but as foon 
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went ofFlikewife,’ but in better 
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many of Coote^s, 
in the firft fury of victory, had- purfiied their antagonifts of I-orram 
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp : 
they might have fufFered by this rafhne^, -if the guard there, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright^ 
and abandoned their ports on feeing the rout of Lorrain. It took 
fbme time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when th^ 
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into their ranks,' 
and afterwards only made the appearance of advancing, whilft 
the rert of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se- 
poys ftwuld rally ; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the 
left kept up an inceflant fire plunging' into the camp. 

As foon as the other wing and the center of theEnemy’s army gave 
way, their opponents, the Company’s battalbn and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the 
pusfuit,' leaving their artillery behind. . They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppofition. India and Lally’s had 
parted through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as 
Lorrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the rout of Ixirrain, rode away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the ex- 
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion of the 
marines in this port* and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank 
behind. He was in this inrtaiit near, and intended to fpeak to Mr. 
Bufly, but turned fuddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along • 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed ; and moft' 
of them being thofe of Zulphacaijung who had ferved with Mr. 
Buffy in the Decan, he rafhly fufpe£ted treachery, and, unable to' 
controul the impulfe of dirtra^on, rode into the camp to flop the> 
fugitives of Lorrain. 

The 
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1760* Tlj« iitlitok body of the French cavalry, near 300, who were aU 
^ Europeans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp to which 
anuaiy. retreated, followed by the cavalry of the EngUlh army* 

whofe encounter they had hitherto avoided by abler evolutions : 
that neither of thefe two bodies had been within fight of the brunt 
between the two infantries. The Fretich cavalry chanced to be near 
enough to fee the flight ofLorraiu through the camp, and, animated 
by a fenfe of national honour, refblved to proteft them, if, as might be 
expeded, they fhould endeavour to efcape flill farther by gaining the 
plain. In»this purpofe they united their fquadrons and drew up 
in the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englifh cavalry, of whom 
the black horfe, awed by their refblution, dared not, and the European 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpedted fuccour probably pre- 
vented the utter difperfion of the French army. There were in the 
' rear of the camp three field-pieces with their tumbrils of ammuni- 
'tion ; at which the fugitives of Lorrain, encouraged by the appear- 
ance of the cavalry, flopped, and yoked them. Thefe protedions 
> reflored coxifidence to Laily's and the India battalion as they arrived, 
likcwife beaten from the field. They fet fire to the tents and un- 
dangerous {lores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain 
ill much better order than their officers expefted. The three fiekl- 
pieces kept in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them 
moved the cavalry. They pafied to the weflward, and when oppo- 
fite to the pettahs ofVancUvafh were joined by the troops, who 
had continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leaving 
all the (lores and bag^ge, and received no interruption from the 
garrifon as they were going off. The Morattoes, who were under 
the < mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
protedl their own camp, but to fell upon the baggage of the 
Englifh army; but when they faw the whole body of Sepoys 
renoaining in the rear of the a^ion, were deterred from advancing 
to the village, to which the ba^;age was fent ; and having their own 
all ready loaded on their bullodks, fent off the whole train to the 
weflward foon after the cannonade commenced ; and with the firft 
notice from their fcouts of the rout of Lorrain, began to go off 
2 .themfelvesu 
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thetnfelves. Their xoot led them acrofs way, along which the 1 760. 
French were retreating ; whom 700 of them joined and accompanied. V 
(polonel Coote fejit repeated ordera to hia cavalry to harrafs and im- 
pede the retreat of the French line. They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought 
up within reach of the carbines of the French cavalry, and much 
lefs of tlieir field-pieces. The brunt of the day pafled intirely between 
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants of 
the Englilh Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the viftory, 
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never feen. 

Twenty-four pieces of cannon were taken, 1 9 in the field and 
camp, and five in the battery againft Vandivafh, 1 1 tumbrils of 
ammunition, all the tents, ftores, and baggage, that were not 
burnt. Two hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the 
field, and 1 60 were taken, of whom 30 died of their wounds be- 
fore the next morning ; fix of the killed, and 20 of the prlfoners, 
were officers: wounded continually dropt on the road; fo that 
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed 
600 men. Of the Englilh army, 63 Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; of this number, 36 of the killed, 
and 1 6 of the wounded, belonged to the Company’s battalions, 1 7 
and 66 to Draper’s, 13 and 36 toCoote’s regiment ; four of the Eu- 
ropean horfe, and two of the artillery, were wounded, but none 
of either killed. Of the black troops, 17 of the horfe were killed, 
and 32 wounded ; in all, 22 and 47 : of the Sepc^s only 6 and 15. 

The killedf as well in the European as the black troops, was, although 
SLOt in the difierent bodies, one half of the number wounded, a propor- 
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this aflion, 
by cannonade. 

The firft news of the vlftory was brought to Madrafs at fim-rife 
the next morning by one of the black Ipies of the Engliih camp. 

At noon came in another, with a note of two lines, written with 
a pencil, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle ; other accounts 
followed, and foon after eyc-witnefles. The joy which this fuc- 
cefs diffufed throughout the fettlement, was almoft equal to that of 

Calcutt? 
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Calcutta on the vifitory at Tlaflfey. Their congratulations to Colonel 
Coote Mid the army were abundant as their joy. 

' The day after the battle fcarcely fufficed for the variety of orders 
neceffary to reftore the army to its ftrength, and to make the difpo- 
fitions, by which Colonel Coote, with his ufual adtivity, refolved 
to profecute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrifon from Covrepauk, and inveft the fort of Arcot ; 
Lieu tent Chiftiolm to fend to Covrepauk the fick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram : Madrafs was requeued to fend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpital, together with ftores, battering cannon, and 
ammunition : this line was meant to fuftain the liege of Arcot. 
Whatlbever other troops could be fpared from Madrafs were 
to be fent to Vandivafli, with medicines and conveniences for 
the wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
tejoin the army ; a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever met. Or- 
ders were iflued for looo of the black horfe to march to the fouth ; 
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wafte the country be- 
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry; the next day, which was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 of the hulTars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, maiched with the fame intent againft the diftrifts between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to aft in correfpondence with 
the other detachment. 

- The French army reached Chittapett the next day, where they 
only remained the day after ; and then Mr. Lally, without rein- 
forcing the garrifon, fell back with all the European force to 
Gingee, fending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had 
Hill fufpicions, although Mr. Bully was taken, to aft under the 
commandant ?t Arcot, and adviled the Morattoes to renew their in- 
curfions to the north of the Paiiar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s retreat, and the little care he had taken of Chitta- 
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched againft Arcot. 
The baggage from Outramalore, waiting for Ibme ftores from 
Chinglapett, did not arrive until the 26th, In the fame evening, a 

detachment 
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detachment wrched from Vandivafli, J4id the next morning iu- 
vefted Chittapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to fur- 
render. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon- 
ihot, and the coninaandant dill pcrfiding in his refufal, a battery of 
two eighteen-pounders was erected in the night, againft the n. r. 
an^e,, and a howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the i»orth 
line of the rampart. The fire t^ncd at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly practicable by eleven, when a flag of 
truce appeared, and De Tilly furrendered without terms. The 
garrifon confided of four commiffioned officers, and 52 private Eu- 
ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In the hoipitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in the late battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can- 
non ; the ftorc of ammunition was confiderable, and amongft the 
arms were 300 excellent mulkets, which were diftributed amon^ 
the EngUlh Sepoys. The garrifon reported, that a party, with two 
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken 
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee ; on which Captain 
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com- 
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them. 

In the mean time, the horfe fent to the fouthward had performed 
their miflion with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept 
away 8000 head of cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mo- 
rattocs had taken on the north of the Paliar, and ibid to whomffi- 
cver would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole colleClion 
was diiven under difterent convoys to Vandivalh, Carangoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than reftored the number which thefe 
difirids had 1<^. Befides what tlj^ had fold, they had driven 
away a great multitude of the beft cattle into the vallics leading 
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to fend, with 
the reft of thar booty, to their own country on the other fide the 
hills ; hut tlie menaces and fuccefs of Colonel Coote raifed appre- 
henfions in Innis Khan, that he might rifque the kfs of this 
plunder, if he continued any longer in the province. He therefore 
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit- 
tapett furrendered ; and continued his march through the pafs, from 
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'Whence he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time here- 
after be ready to wait on him with his troops, if they could agree 
Tipon the terms. 

On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
he had marched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacaijung ftrongly polled In the'ftreets of the 
town ; he neverthelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them from their Hands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and 
little on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 3 1 ft, the army, which had 
moved by two fuccefllve divifions, encamped near Arni, w'here they 
were rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much 
lefs than had been reprefented, confifting only of 20 Europeans 
and 50 Sepoys, efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Lally 
had ordered from Aicot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up 
three commiflarics, w'ho were travelling to Pondicherry in their 
pallankeens. 

^cbiuary. The next day, which was the firft of February, Colonel Coote, 
witli tlic firft divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the 
Town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack 
Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being very fmall, al- 
though well-built, only fliells were fired, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender : they were one feijeant com- 
manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon. 
The next day M^or Monfon anlved at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in ereftlng batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre- 
pared the materials, and had nearly finilhed one on the north face of 
the fort. 

The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
defended by Captain Clive, agaiuft Rajahfahib, in 1752. TheEnglifti 
had contributed moft ; but the French finilhed what was intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr. 
Lally’ b approach to Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the folid 
irock, and had every where been dug to man height : the fauflebray 
.2 was 
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was clear, but open ; being neither Ikirted with a parapet- wall, nor 1760. 
even with a palifade : a glacis^ and a covered way, had been carried 
round the fort ; and from the c^ter of the north-fide of the covered- 
way prqjedted ailrong ravelin^ mountiilg fix guns, round which 
the glacis was continued ; a gate vdth a draw^bBldge communicated 
with this ravelin : the narrow rampart of the old .watt had in many 
places been widened, and ramparts railed to it, for mb ready running 
up of cannon ; each of the towers, of which there were twenty- 
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any fiate, thofe at the four 
angles wi^d admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the fort from the weftem to the eadern fide is 
nearly 800 yards ; the eaftern face 350 ; but the fouthern wall, re- 
ceding as it ftretches to the eafhvard, reduces the eaftern face to 
260 yards, of which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate- way, 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in the 
angles. 

Two batteries were railed to the Eaft; one, of tliree embrafures 
in the front of fomc houfes, (landing at the diftance of 360 yards, 
nearly pppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower 
in the angle on its right ; and was intended to breach in the interval : 
the other battery was on the left of this, but 100 yards nearer; it mount- 
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tower in the 
angle tp the rig^t of the gateway, and the other the angle on the right 
of the gateway itfelf. A battery of three guns was raifed to the 
fouth, nearly 'Oppofitc the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon, the 
tower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. This battery 
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a few houfes gave flieltcr 
to the guards, and covered the workmen in the outlet of the ap- 
proaches, The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on 
the north: it was to the left of the ravelin, at the* diftance of 200 
yards, and mounted two guns, which were to plunge over the ravelin, 
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by Which the ravelin com- 
municated acrofs.the ditch with the body of the fort; but this bat- 
tery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the ■ rampart, 

.and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun a^nfl the two 
4, G 2 batteries 
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1760. batteries to the eaftward, and, in cafe the bridge Ihotild he brclke, 
p r ' the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where thdr TerVice, 
if the breach (hould be alTaulted, would be of more detrimerit '^an 
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery was einpltjyd Olily 
becaule it was ready. 

6n the 3d and 4th, whilft the batteries Were conftruftihg, 'the 
garrifon threw many fhells to interrU|iit the work, btlt'no men were 
hurt by them. On the 5th, all the ^hree batteries opened ; and tlie 
garrifon ftill continuing their Ihells, returned likewife on all ‘fides 
with more cannon than fired upon them ; and a folifier Was killed 
on the K. E. attack, and four artillery-mdn to the fouth. On the 
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns ih the battery 6f three to the 
eaft, in which two Europeans were killed and two \vounded, and 
two were likewife wounded at the fouth battery. This day, 200 
cohorn-lhells arrived from Madrafs, inftead of eight-inch (hells for 
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery with 
thf army ; no powder came with the Ihells ; and from the defence, 
the (lock in camp feemed likely to be exhaufted before the place 
could be opened to affault ; and Ihot grew equally fcarce, Four 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply of both 
from Madrafs, with tWo eighteen-pounders to replace the two Which 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6 th and the 7th, 
rile amiy began their approaches from both attack^ On the 7tb, 
two eighteen-pounders arrwed from Chinglapett ; but from the want 
of ferviceable bullocks th^ were accompanied by onty 50 (hot, and 
50 barrels of powder expe£led with them were ftill lagging an the 
road. From the preceding to the prefent evening, only one man 
was killed, and'two'wounded. The approaches Were pufiied m all 
night f and the next day*» which was the raghth of the month, ar- 
rived the powdfer from Chinglapett, and a ^antity was difeovered' 
buried in one of the houfes of the town i but all the fhot Wem 
fo nearly expended, that, at four in the afternobn. Colonel ' Coots 
beat a parley, in order to get time tO‘pick up what the enenay bad 
fired. The French officer. Captain accepted the meffiige, 

wliich was a fununons to ftirrender,. as he could CsitpeA' no 

count' 



'Book’5JI, SrfeGfE of Arcot. 5 ^^ 

tottfs': he aniWewd, irhat not n man had been killed in the fort; i?6o. 
'but “dwt he 'was •willing to furrender it, if not relieved before, ir?'' — ' 
at the end df 'lixdays, on condition the garrifon fliould be free, 

I liaVfc the honours -of ^var, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and 
k fro lafted two hoitrs, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the 
night,*lhe trenches to the s. were puflied on with much diligence, 
and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt their progrels, 
cannon and fhells from the body of the place, muflcetry, grenades, 

'and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of 
the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who 
condufted it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em- 
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was veiy near 
the foot of the glacis. With the day, which was the pth, the Bat- 
teries, having received fome more (hot from Chinglapett, continued, 
and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampart ; and had difmantled the towers that fiankejl^ 
them : but (till the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was yet made in the covered v»ray. Great therefore was the furprize, 
to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary offer of furrendering the next 
day, if aOowed the honours of war ; which, as before, implied 
that the ^rrifon were not to be made prifoners. Colonel Coote re- 
fufed ; a^ foon after came another letter, offering as the condition, 
that they 'blight all retire to Pondicherry on their paroles not to* 
ferve again. Colonel Coote replied, that he ihould allow the officers, 
and men Whltfoever belonged to them, and good treatment ; but re- 
ferved the right of ffifpofing of their perfons : at the feme time, he 
mvited the commandant to fupper, who came. The fort was- dofely 
furrounded during the night, to prevent any of the ^rifon from 
efcaping ; and eafly the next morning, the grenadiers of the army 
' took poflefiKm of the gates. The garrifon confifled of 1 1 oflicers,, 
three of whom were captains, and 236 foldiers and artilkiy-men, 
in all 247 teuropeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepoys* The ar- 
tillery were 4 mortars, and pieces of cannon, of which fomc 
were eighteen-poundfers : there was Kkcwife a plentiful ftock of 
I ‘ammunition,. 
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1 760. jrmmuultion, and military (lores of all kinds. The batteries mull 
have ceafed firing the next day, until convoys arrived t the garrilba 
® might have held out ten days 

longer before the afiault by llorm could be rifqued. They exte- 
nuated the early furrender by the certainty of not being relieved. 
It required the refpite of fome days to refit the wear and tear which 
the army had endured during the aftivity of the late operations ; for 
all the carriages were (battered, all the men wanted cloathing, and 
all the bullocks were (ore. 


Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bufly's generofity to the 
EiiglKh fadlory when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to 
repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and reprefen ted the defeat as 
fin from irretrievable. On the 2 5th in the evening, came in Mr, 
Lally, and the troops were following from Gingee to Valdorc. His 
ill fuccel's, and the abandoning the field, rendered him ftill more 
odious than ever. No invedlive, howfoever unjuft, was fpared. 
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the 
caufe of wroug dilpofitions, redrefled by worfe, until the battle was 
loft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, in 
revenge for the univerlal deteftation in which he was held. 

Neverthelefs, the beft abihty and will would have been perplexed 
what naeafure to purfu? after the defeat. The neceffity of refurnilh- 
ittg the array vwth the (lores and artillery they had loft, would alone 
have required them to fall back nearer to Pondicherry ; and the pro- 
tedlion of the diftridls in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now 
became of great concernment j for fince the lofs of Mafulipatam, of 
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little 
grain in proportion to the former importations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by fea ; and the diftrefles for money to anlwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from layHI^ 
in a (lore of provifions ; (b that their greateft refource at this time 
was from the harvefts in thefe diftrids, which was ripe and gather- 
ing in. 

The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon ofTritchi- 
nopoly to the French troops remainii^ in the ifland Serin^am, had 

prevented 
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preventi4' controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftrifts, from 1 760. 
coUe^inJ enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, 
althougm^the revenues, if unmolefted, would have ftirnilhed 
more: Jw* Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex- 
keded’^they would join him before Vandivaft. They were, befides 
^he 300 European in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from 
Pondicherry, with ftores and ammunition, who ware arrived, and 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to colledl: the revenues, 
who was a coiinfellor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he fliould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Jofeph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly relblved, as the beft means of preventing 
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofleffion of the fortified paguda 
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the 
Ifland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only 
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap- 
tain Richard' Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofled the 
river on the a 8th of December, and took the command ©f the coun- 
try troops, 'ind thofe .from the garrifbn, which had continued at 
Samiaveram ' fin ce the defeat of the French party, which had ad- 
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning. Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of Seringham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops from fending a reinforcement to Pitchandah ; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the'fignal. 

The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground neai 
Prltchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the 
gate were in the road ; the oxen were caft off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 50 yards, to a 
choultry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were not dllbo- 
vered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the fcaling- 
ladders: the garrilbn, more numerous than fuppolecl, fiiod hotly 
from the walls, and efpccially on the field-picccs. Moft of the Eu- 
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe einploycd 
lin bringing onthc field-pieces liked the fervice ; and to encourage tla in, 

< ’apfau- 
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f 760. Captain Smith ao.^ lisutetvant Hornft pulled themiielves at tliQ puiS($ 
FebruMfy, exaiT^lfi brouglit more alfiftante j but of ten,, taho wen at, the, 

gun, wkh Smith, two were Ihot deed, and three wounded, b^fbrd thejf 
got them into the choultry, when aihw rounds brought down- the 
gate-way ; in this inftaat captaie Smith received a ball unJ^r bi^'. 
.fhoulder, which totally difablud him. Lieutenant Home then took hi^. 
place and endeavoured to lead the men to the al&ult, but the detach- 
ment had fudered fofcverely that none would follow him ; he, how- 
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the 
two guns. Soon after, a certain account was received of the ftrength of 
the French parties atUtatore, which appeared an overmatch for the dif- 
•pirited troops at Samiaverara ; nor could Tritchinopoly fpare a rein- 
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then 
fifcly fend to a<ft in conjun^ion with tliofe coming from Utatoro the 
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar- 
rived the fecod of February at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re- 
lieved the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham from 
great diftrefs; for th^ had little ammunition left, and ftreight- 
eiied towards the Caveri by the garrilbn of Tritchinopoly, and 
on the other fide of the Coleroon by parties from the en- 
campment at Samiaveram, th^ could neither venture out to feek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provifions ; fo that all their 
fubfiftence, for feveral days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
fire-wood to dreft the viftuals they found in them. 

The'French troops at Utatore having waited for Ibme ftores, whicli 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
8th : they were 140 Furo|)eans, five pieces of cannon, and 6qo Se- 
poys ; and brought with them a competent ftock of ammunition and 
fpare arms. A day or two after their arrival, aoo of thear Euro- 
peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Huflan Ally, marched 
■agalnft Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26th 
of December. The gartifon left in it were four companies ^gf 
Sepoys, under the command of two European feijeants; all -of 
twhom, although there were guns in the fort, behaved very ill, and 

furrea- 
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furrendered tho pjaoe before any impreffion had been made on the 

walls. ’ 

At the fame time that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Serlng- 
ham, he likewifo ordered the fort of Etevicotah to be evacuated ; and 
the garrifon, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February, but' left a company of 
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which ftands five miles inland 
of Devicotah. 

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa- 
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, oa. whofe 
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano- 
ther company from the pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they 
marched out, and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who 
routed them completely, taking five ftand of their colours, with four 
ofthtir officers, and, befide the Sepoys who were killed, many were 
drowned in the hurry of croffing the Coleroon. Immediately after 
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took poffeffion of Devicotah, 
and beg;an to repair Ac breaches. 

The! news Qf!;j|jPiftory at Vandivafh reached Tritchinopoly on 
the 3 o(ih of ^afiTO^ and cleared at once the cloud of defpondency 
which fiad overwhelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs to 
proceed thither. He pitched his tent, difplayed his great ftandard, 
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic; but 
waited until the French troops fhould be removed from Sering- 
hatii ; and his wifh was foon gratified ; for Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival -at Pondicherry, difpatched a feCond order, under the fe- 
vereft penalties of dlfobedience, for all the troops between Vol- 
tondah and Tritchinopoly to join his army without delay. They 
hoped to conceal their retreat from the garrifon of Tritchino- 
poly, and made the preparations with all fecrecy ; but fome of 
the Malabar* employ^ by them were natives of this part of 
the country, who, folicitous to fccure pardon, if not favour, 
with the change of government, gave immediate and conftant intel- 
ligence to Captain jSeph Smith, who made ready to take fuch ad- 
vantages as ufbally occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The 
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1760. whole body of the French troops were 450 Europeans and ColFrees^ 
-V — ' and 1 200 Sepoys ; of which 1 50, with the commiflary, were in the 
‘ pagoda of Jumbakiflha. The retreat was appointed at nine at night, 
on the 6th of February ; of which previous intelligence was broijght 
to Captain Smith ; and almoft the whole garrilbn of Tritchinopoly 
were on the bank of the Caveri, oppofite to the pagoda of Se- 
ringham, ready to move as fbon as the enemy. The notices were 
- punftual ; and the firft divHion of the Englifh troops entered, the 
fbuth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out of 
the oppofite: the reft of the Englifh troths marched round the 
pagoda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank of the Colemon, and, when nearly oppofite to 
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion of a 
line of men marching acrofs them to pafs the river. Capt,aLn R. Smith, 
who led the the troops of the garrifbu, formed in order to receive or at- 
tack the ftrangers ; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid himjiot fire, 
becaufe he had ordered the troops of thepolygar Tondlman, whichhad 
for fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pagodas 
of Seringhara and Jumbakifiiia, and what troops they now deferied 
might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy; who they really 
were, being thofe moving from JumbakifTna to join their main body : 
they were fbon after afeertained by a black fervant of R.. Smith’s, 
who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in 
French. On which the Englifh troops immediately proceeded, and 
began to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy were leav- 
ing the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty barrels 
of gunpowder, which were recovered; and they deftroyed a 
tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line never 
ftopped until they got to Utatorc. The Nabob’s horfe followed, 
hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a deferter or a 
prifoner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belonging to their 
equip^es and ftores ; but the infantry, black and white, halted at Sa- 
miaveram until tlie horfe returned, which was the next day ; when a 
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 50 Europeans, with two guns and a 
cohorn, and part of the Nabob’s horfe, marched under the com- 
2 mand 
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mand d? lieutenant Home, againft Totcum and Cortalum : at the fame 1 760. 
time, aii the other iatoops returned from Samiaveram to Tritchinopoljr 5 — ' 

and, hefidef had been gathered in the road, bmught in two excel- 
lent eighteefi-|>otth 4 ers, Which the enemy had left in the pagoda of 
Seiin|ham. The Nabob, folichous to his new appear- 

ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poffible, re^efted Jo- 
feph Smith to go, and a& 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The 
king Was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promiled 
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or minifter, 
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. The t)ubbeer^ notwithftanding the late fuOceftes 
of the Englifh arms, infifted, that the Nabob fhould furnilh the 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with ; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had expefted, without obtaining a 
fingle horfemail. In the mean tinflie, Haflan Ally had abandoned 
Totcum, on thfc appearance of Ueiftenant Horne’s detachment, but 
went away with the garrlfon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ? and here the enemy 
made a ftai>d for three days, until a batt«ry was raifecl, when they 
all went off in the night, leaving a gun and fome ammunition in 
the forf. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of the de- 
tachment returned to the city; where the Nabob was making, with 
accuftjmed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure. 

The ravages which had been committed by the Englifh cavalry, 
in the 'diftri<fts around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of tlie 
Prench troops from Valdoor j but not before the cavalry were gone 
off with their plunder. The French detathment, feeing nothing 
to oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which, 
on intelligence of their approach, the Prefidency reinforced 
with 40 Europeans. Captain Prefton had already ^en fent to 
command there ; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had 
detached 500 black hotfe, and 20 huffars, from the fiege of Arcot, 
with orders, if Prefkin Ihould think proper, to lettd them againft the 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence of their march be- 
fore thdy had reached Caratigoly, retreated feft; and on the 8th, 27 
huffars with their horfes deferred and came to Vandivafli, where 
4 li a they 
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1760. they were enlifted in the Engllfli fervice. Mr. Lally, on hear- 
ftbiuiry. detachment was retreating, and that' Arcot was 

prejSTed, took a fudden refolution of marching with all the reft 
of tlic, cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforce* 
ments into Arcot, or tp retake Cbittapett by furprize, and releafe 
the wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out, 
mutinied, refufed to proceed with hinj, and all went put of the 
bounds, as if they intended to go over to the Englifti garrifons ; their 
officers however brought them back ; but fuch was the general dlf^ 
content for want of pay, that feveral of the common foldiers were 
overheard, in the night of the iitli, propofing among themfolves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government houfe, as the 
only means of bringing Mr. Lnlly to reafon. He immediately re- 
pielentcd the depofitions of the whnefles to Mr. De Lcyrit and the 
Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex- 
pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. All the country in the 
rear of Vandivaffi and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had 
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the co- 
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a year : they were applied to 
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having 
been difappointed of much they expeded by the lofs of Van- 
divaffi and Chittapett ; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally 
had rented the diftrids round Arcot, whilft they remained under 
his authority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 
80,000 in twenty more, if what remained of the diftrifts let to 
the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of 
all the country to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum 
and the banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but 
the prelent affiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu- 
ture depended on the protedlion of the countries : they were farmed 
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year. 

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaule they 
doubted of the credit and integrity of the Malabars ; and, perhaps, 
bccaulc it was a fuperceffion.of their own authority in the admini- 
ftration of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of 

tlje 
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the lofs of Arcot, which with that of Chittapett gave new fcope to 
the imputations againft Mr. Lally. .It was faid, that he himfelf had 
decjiared, the,we incapable of hddiijg out four days, the other not 
•more than five. Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo luuch 
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Euglilh ? But 
this condufl, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of juftin- 
cation ; for, had he withdrawn thefe garriibns, the Englifh army, 
having nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately 
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi- 
cherry, when the, produce of the country, fo neceflary to ftore Pon- 
dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the 
nec^ity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way ; 
and, befides the time they muft employ againft thefe forts, other 
delays might concur to keep them ftill longer at a diftance. 

The Englifli army, aftei the reduftion of Arcot, encamped with- 
out the town, towards Velore. The Kellidar Mortizally trembled 
for his fort ; and having been very complacent to the Englifh, fmce 
the French had been repulfed from before Madrafs, he now intreated 
the Prefidency to fpare the attack, and lent a piefent of 30,000 
rupees to Colonel Coote ; who refuftd it, fignifying, that he was 
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrafs, 
to levy tributes. The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as a 
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftom of 
the country ; on which the money was accepted, and appropriated 
to the general ftock of prize-money for the army. 

The army had not reftored its equipments fufficiently to move 
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of February, and 
even then left behind two eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch howltz, 
which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and 
500 Sepoys, with 100 black horfe, were diipatched with Captain 
Stephen Smith againft Trinomaly. The next day the aimy en- 
camped under Arni. The Kellidar of this fort, which is con- 
fiderable, and a fief belonging to the king of Tanjore, had condufled 
himfelf with fo much hofpitality to both fides, that neither the 
French nor the Nabob confidered him as an enemy. On the 23d 
2 they 
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they arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from 
Stephen Smith, that he had got poffeffion of the pettah of Tri- 
nomaly j but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved to hold 
out. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort ; aod the 
poffeffion of the fort was atthis jundhire of much confeqUeiKe, as its 
detachments might harrafs and interrupt convoys of provifions 
coming from the country in the rear of the army, when advanced 
to the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French 
delerters, lately incorporated into a company under the command 
of one of their own ferjeants ; they Vvere called the French Volun- 
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fervices ; but 
this did not prove one ; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the garrifon oflercd on the 29th to give up the fort, if they were 
permitted to march out free whithfer they pieafed, with their arms 
and baggage ; their terms were accepted : they were 250 Sepoys, 
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a coniiderable quantity of ammu- 
nition, in the fort. Of the EnglifK detachment, one of the volun- 
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during tiie 
attack. 

On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornifh arrived at Madrafs, with fix 
Ihips of the line. They were the fquadron which had failed under 
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his Ihips, 
off Pondicherry in October, whom they accompanied to Tellicherty^ 
from whence they failed again for the coafi: of Coromandel on the 
1 ^th of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with lusown, was proceed- 
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retaiided their paf- 
fages. from one coall to the other. The crews had received very 
little refrefhment from land ever fince they left England about this 
time m the preceding year, and many were down with the fcufvy. 

The army marched from Chittapett on the 26th, ilrikitxg acrofs 
the country to the s.s. On the 29th in the forenoon they arrived 
and halted at Toiidivanum, a town of much refort, at which, meet 
the iigh roal> leading from Chittapett, Vandivafh, Outramalore, 
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30 

miles 
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n^8 diflant t<y the N. E. In the other dire£kion of the country, 
k ftandb nearly midway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the 
iiea-fliore; and' on its left, five miles towards Alamparvah, is a forti- 
fied rock, called PermacoU, The wars between the two nations 
having never before brought any decifion before this place, it had 
hitherto remained negle^ed by both : But as foon as the French 
army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor- 
tance to the prote^ion of the intermediate diftrids ; and Mr. l^ly, 
immedtately after the defeat of Vandivafh, had prevailed on the 
Kellidar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his fort ; but the 
eafy reduction of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kellidar repent of 
his hafty compliance ; and, as foon as the Englifh army were return- 
ing from Arcot to the fouthward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre- 
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by furprize, ad- 
vifed hkn to attack it, and promifed all the afliftance in his power ; 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fmcerity of his profeflions. 

In this intention, he fet off before the army in the laft march to 
Tondivanum, with moft of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, 
and arriving there before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per- 
macoil, Bcfides the fortified rock, lie others of lefs height before 
and behind k; the direftion in length of the whole plot is 1200 
yards, and extends from the n*e. to the s. w. : the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay nearefl toTondivanum; but Colonel Coote,. having no guide, fbl'- 
lowed the beft ground, which brought him to the north-eaft end, 
oppofite to the northern face of the pettah, which lies under the 
weftern fidfe of the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under 
part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the neareft tower on the rock, and by 
field-pieces and mulketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon ■ 
after came a man, commiifioned by the Kellidar, who informed Co-^ 
lonel CoQte, that the French in the fort were 50 Europeans, 30 Cof- 
frees, and 50 SepOys ; that they had got ibme guns up the rock ; but 
that firar large pieces of cannon, whidi arrivied the day before, .were 
ftill remaming in the pettah below ; and ofiered to conduct them to 
the gatet for, although the pettah wasi undee the; mam rocks, the 
7 plain 
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t76o. pl.'iin on all lides round the walls was encumbered with- large frag- 

' " "v nients, which might afford flielter to the approach. Colonel Coote 

‘ > immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe 

to form, ' and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to 

the N. E. 

The rock on w'hich the fort ofPermacoil ftands does not extend, even 
at its bafe, more than 500 yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 yards, at the (buthern not more than 200 : its 
height is likewife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminifhing by flopes and declivities to 200 at the other. Of 
thefe differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked, 
which crofies in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about 
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward 
behind this ridge is feet higher than the other part before it to 
the weftward. This eaftern part is the upper, and the only real 
fort ; being inclofed and fortified with high ftone walls and towers 
flrongly built. The other inclofure, although called the lower fort, 
is only furrounded with a wall of loofe ftones, and was principally 
inten^d for the immediate refuge of the cattle and inhabitants on 
fudden alarm. The rock falls every where fo fteep, that the area of 
the fortified furface above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad- 
jacent rocks before and behind are not high enough to carry any de- 
tiiment to its fortifications. 

Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the guide, took poft behind 
fome rocks oppofite to the gate-way in the north face of the pettah, 
which ftands nearly in the middle of the rampart. Two large pieces 
of cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were ftanding at the entrance 
of the gate- way, which was in the left fide of its projeftion ; and fome 
Coffrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the tower 
juft behind to proteA them.' This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in the rear could not aft on the ground where the Sepoys were, 
ventured to Tally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them, 
with one of the companies of Sepoys ; which turned out with great 
alacrity, gave their fire, and advanced to the bayonet. T^xe French 
party, ftartled by their refblution, ran back, and were followed fb 

clofe 
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clofe by Carty*R comjMuiy, and they by Colonel Coote with 'the 
other, th^t the fti|;itives made no ftand at the gateway, but con- 
titpiedrCheir flight, ilill purfued, through the pettah, to the foot of 
the voth dX the ferther end, where fteps were cut winding up to the 
upper fort, by which they efcaped into it ; but Colonel O’Kennedy, 
the com'man^rli who was at the Aeps, and lame with old wounds, 
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four 
pounders, of which the. garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaufe 
there was no path to draw, and no means to raife the&i, into the 
fort. As loon a$ the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards, Co-, 
lonel Coote polled the Sepoys in the bell Ihelter the houfes afforded 
againll the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mulke- 
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti- 
nued through the day. The horfe were dillributed, fome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and alfill, if any defeeut 
Ihould be made ; and the reft in difierent guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo» 
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum : the enemy 
cemtinued iheir fire through the night, and fmall parties came down 
the fide of^tfie rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mulketry, by 
which a S|poy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound- 
ed before &e morning ; no lofs had been fullained in the day. All 
the return Vas from the howitz, which did no damage in either of 
the forts. 

Before inorning pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient cover 
for the wliolc was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken 
down ; during which fome were employed in raifmg and fixing the 
two pieces of cannon, c«ie after the other, to tranfporting carriages, 
in order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi- 
culty and time ; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and 
mulketry, but did no mifchicf. 

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummoned O’Kennedy, who fent 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfweicd it with a 
temperate negative ; on which Colonel Coote refolved to ‘furprize 
the lower fort. Two guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to 
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ihew the path leading np. the north, fide of the hill* which being ex- 
tremely rugged and' difficult, was not likdy to be fiifpeftcd i they 
proceeded with two companies of Sepoys at' e%ht at night at the 
fame time a platoon of CjooteV grenadiers, with another company of 
Sep(^s, went up the fieps leading from the pettah to the back of the 
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to, divert the enemy from the 
rei, which were forty minutes in gaining the fummit, When the 
foremoft got over the wall before they were cRfcovered. The 
enemy’s guards confifted chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them aftonifli- 
ed by the firft fire ran away from their different frations, and re- 
gained the upper fc«t, where Colonel ©’Kennedy, ignorant of the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe 
attack, would not rifquc a fally which might have recovered the 
lofs ; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefe from the defences 
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort ; -but 
with no effed, for the choultries and rocks rifing every where af- 
forded fiielter. The guides, as foon Ss the party was eftabliftied,. 
came down with information of their fuccefs to Colonel Coote, who 
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer company, and 
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and fiif-. 
cines, and immediately proceeded with them up the hill ;• where as 
foon as they liad joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrofs 
the lower fort, to efealade the, fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withftanding the garrifon was prepared to receive them,. The ridge 
might be afeended without clambering. The grenadiers carried the 
ladders ; the reft followed, rea^ to mount, and in the mean time 
fired up againft the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became 
exceffively hot. The ladders that Wete firft applied proved too 
Ihort ; it was fuppofed they would anfwer better in other parts, to 
which they were removed, and tried with as little fuccefs. Never- 
riielefe the couteft contuxued half an hoitr ; and the Sepoys behaved 
with as much eagerndfs.i^s the Europeans, but many dropping or ' 
difebled, Colonel Coote ordered the aflault to ceafe. He received a 
wound ?n the koeo; Ws akfdtecsmp, Captain Adams, was foot 
through the hi'p i a feijeaot of the ^iohcers* One of the French Vo^ 
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kat<?pr8, ?ind ^ve|i ^wys, were killed; i6 Europeans aud ajj, So- 
poys were woi^rtS|e5 r'^ tfee 0 Ce attack on die upper fort, ' tv<ro ' 
Sepoys Enfiga Blakeney ' was killed. The next 

day, vsrlwyh' W tHe ^d 'of the moftth,' the fire of the fort dimi- 
nUhed Coiifiderably, as'^ it was fuppofed, and rightly,, from fcaidty 
of amnaunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O'Kennedy, 
ret][uefiing a cefiadon of 34 hours, to obtain Mr. LaUy*s orders con- 
cerning the furrender; this was refufed, and foon after he fent ano- 
ther letter requiring the honours of war, which were likewife de- 
nied. Several' Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There were two choultries 
in the lower fort, Handing 100 yards from the ridge and ram- 
part, which divide it from the upper ; one of thefe choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over tlie pe'ttah ; and in this choultry the field-piece was planted ; 
the other was a few yards on the left, which Iheltered thofe 
whom it was not neceffary to expofe. The defences in the up- 
per fort' immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en- 
tering ahgle, at the two extremities of which w^as a round tower, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the mi4lle of the ridge, which from hence f^ls back in anotlier zig- 
zi^outfof fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on!the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge* The field- 
piece ii|inaged by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultry, agalnft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which 
^ei;e, rained before night ; but the gar^fon had heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to flop the entrance. Many of 
thofo expofed in this fervice fuffered. New fcaling-ladders had been 
provided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad- 
,v^ce witli them, the garrifon beat the chamade, and furren^ed 
,atdifcreriQO. They^were fifteen European gunners, cl^ofeti men, 
and 100 Sepoys: only.oaeof each had b^n killed. 
TbfVe.v^e fn,tKe fort ao pieces of cannon, bun\ot aijimunition 
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1 760. cither for them or the mulketry fufficient |:o have flood the iflault, 
MarciT* nor had the garrifcni two days provxfion lefti The total lofs and ca- 
fualtics of the Englifli, through the attack, were four Europema 
killed, and 15 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 aijd 70 ; thefe troops had 
never behaved fo well ; of their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi- 
valent to the Captain of a company, and were Jemidars, the 
next rank of officers. The gallantry of Bulwanfing, who was the 
lenior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medaL 
Tlie Kellidar, for his forvices, was continued in the fort, in which 
were left a company of Sepoys, with 1 2 Europeans and a lieutenant. 
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far as Ma- 
nour, within feven miles of PermacoiJ, and were in motion to throw 
in a conliderable reinforcement of men and flores, at the very hour 
they heard of the arrival of the Englifh army at Tondivanum, on 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry. 

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum,, 
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies of 
Sepoys, to difeover near the bounds of Pondicherry. The diftance 
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ; and the Sepoys, after marching 
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Trichimungaluim 
The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per- 
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft of 
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A large colledtion of 
fand'hills, of which the whole together is called the Red-hill, rifes 
about half a mile from the fea-fhore, and a mile and half to the north 
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the laft hill, 
where they ceafe on this fidp, is called Perimbe : acrofs' from north 
to fouth they extend two nules, and have paffable dales between: 
direftly oppofxte to the fxde of PerimbI, ftands the Fort of Villenore, 
a ftrong out-poft, iituated near the north bank of the river of Arian- 
copang, whiclx falls into the fea al»ut 500 yards from the wall of Pon- 
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the fouth. 
The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the n. e. from 
Perimbe to its end toward the fea. S9 that the interval between 
Villenore and Perimb^ is the narroweft part of the pl^ between 

the 



BoolrXn. Ti« Boxnum at Pondicherry. 

the rivet tind the Red**hill, being here fcarcely more than a 
whereas fsuther back it is three. The plain as as the bound- 
hec^e was occupied by countiy hou&s, Cnclolures', avenues, and 
arable ground. The market of the FrwicJb troops was in the village 
under Wlcnbre. Temporary barracks for the European cavalty had 
been railed on the hill of Perimb^. Their foot^nd artillery were 
difp«:fod in the houfos luid enclofures which occupied the ipace 
between. 

Colonel Cootc proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungallim',/ 
not in the high road which paflkh by Valdore, but acrofs the coun- 
try to the left^ and came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and 
p^ng through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe- 
rimbe and the botnrd-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him ; and^ ima- 
gining that k confifted of foot as well as horfo, folpeftfed'likewifo that 
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and 
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this 
perruafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and' 
confulion* to gain the avenue neared; the Red-hill, which, as well, 
as another on. its right, leads to the bound-hedge : they moved with, 
all their field^pieces in front, to oppofe the fuppofed danger, which 
if real would -:J«ve been the greateft : but the European horfe, which 
were 250 in tjiree fquadrons, remained on the hill of Perimbeto ob- 
ferve and pro|e£l their rear. Colonel Coote fufpefted the error which 
occafioned th^ diforder he obferved in the iufontry, and as fall as 
his troops c^e up ordered the European horfe, which were 
only 80, vrith three fquadrons of the black, to advance, and keep . 
the enemy*s cavalry in check, wbilll he himfelf, with the mam 
body^ eroded over to the avenue, m which the laft of their infantry 
were entering ; in whofe rear he hung, having thus feparated tlwm 
from their cavalry, who, lecing their danger, retreated before the 
divilion. advancing againll them, to gain the other tide of the ave- 
nue on< the right of their infantry, whole flanks were already pto- 
tefled from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each 
dd^. Colonel' Coote following the infontry, often advanced within. 
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1 760. 40 y.ards, to draw their fire ; hut the grenadiers of Lorrain, whp 
formed the reai -guard, referved it with much difeipline. At lengths 
however, the foremoft troop of hqrfe, led by Aflafbeg, a Jemidar 
of great fplrit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down feven of them; 
'but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 
the iiiipreflion, which otherwife promifed to break the whole co- 
lumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until they 
had pafled the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of Valdore, which 
terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the 
fire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote flopped the 
purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the com- 
mand of Captain De Bukc, had croflld over to the village of Vil- 
lenoie, and routed the market-people there without refiflance, and 
the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main body, 
colk<fled all worth the while they could carry off, and drove befoie 
them all the cattle. The whole aflembled again on the hill of Pe- 
rimbe, where they fet fiic to the barracks, and the dsrriage of an 
eighteen-pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off. In the 
afternoon, the whole returned toTritchimungalum, intending to reft 
the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons deferting, they re- 
moved five miles farther back to Manoor ; from hence Colonel Coote 
fent orders to Major Monlbn, to march the army from Tondivanum 
again ft Alamparvah. 

The next day he moved himlelf to Taliaveram, which is five miles 
from Manoor to the n. e. on the road towards Permacoil ; but few 
of the black horfe accompanied him ; they were all dilperfed to fe- 
cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. They, how- 
ever, came back on the 9th, and he proceeded with them from Ta- 
liaveram again to the bound-hed^ of Pondicherry, and obferved very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went toConyraere, 
where he met Mr. Bufly by appointment, who had been recalled on 
his parole to Madrais, in order to be font to Europe, in compliance 
with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him 
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene- 
mies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, he wouM 
7 protradt 
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frotra£l the war ten years* On the loth Colonel Coote came to 
Alamparvah, whidi the army had kivefted the day before ; but the 
wound he hjad received at Permacoil was fo much cxafperated by 
his late fatigue, that he could not any lunger ftir without danger, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Mofiulbft to carry on the fiege of Alam- 
parvah, but ftill continued in the camp. 

The fort of Alamparvah {lands on the fea-fhore, about 20 miles 
*. N. E. of Tondivanum, 15 e. of Permacoil, and 24 to the n. of 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province ; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts 
of the coaft fo. near the fea. The fort was of ftone, fquare, of mo- 
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted 
feuflebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A pettah ex- 
tends along the (brand to the north, and fronts within 2 50 yards of 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded ; and a ricochet bat- 
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was 
began in the night, and finiflied before morning ; during which, a 
forjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy were killed. In the enfuing night, 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finifoed in the pet- 
tah, to batter the tower in the weft angle of the north face; and‘ 
the loft during thefc 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, ofCoote’s 
regiment, and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened tc^cther at 
day-light on the 1 2th, and in three hours difmounted moft of the 
guns, and ruined the whole line of defence ; and in the afternoon 
the Chevalier Vlart, who commanded, furrendered at diferetion. 
The garrifon, befidcs himfelf, a Lievrtenant, and a furgeon, were 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During the attack, three of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. Tliere were 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitx, and abundance of am- 
munition. 

The feafon was now advancing, when the French ftjuadron might 
be expeded from the iflands. The loft of Alamparvah deprived them 
of the only ftatlon undei their command to the northward, and Ka- 
rical remained the only one tlxey had to the iouthwiud of Pondi- 
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ij;6o. chciry ; but the importance of Karical rofe with the feafbn, and the 
encreafing diftreiTes of the capital ; for becoming, with the change 
“of the monfoon, the windward ftation, all their vefliels arriving on 
the coaft might get their lirft intelligence here, aivd, if the road 
were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always fure of water, 
and frtlh jirovifions from the fort, which the foreign fettlcments of 
Negapatam aird Tianquebar might, or might not fupply. The 
grain of the diftricts, which was confiderable, %vas gathered, and, 
w It!i what might be purchafed in the pleiiriful country of Tanjore, 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing its 
own diftii£ls by the fuccefles of the army; for it might be con- 
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, w'hich, favoured by 
the wind and current, would alraoft make the palfage in a night, 
and with little lifque, even if dtfeovered and purfued, as they can 
keep clofe to the ilirf, in lhallow foundings, and along the Ihore 
fwcll of the fea, where veffela of Europedn conftruftion feldom 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented of the: 
lofs of fuch another pofleffion in Dcvicotah, although not com- 
manding equal advantages ; and had made a ftrohg attempt to re- 
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys,’* with 
two field-pieces, iiivefted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans andCoffrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in- 
trenched themfelves within 200 yards of the walls. The breaches 
which their garrifon had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repalrecf; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an aflault on that which was moft prafticable ; the fire lafted an hour, 
when they were rcpulfcd, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, of 
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and CofFrees, and more of 
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their flay, 
and on their retreat, font and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had juft been got up from the harveftof the diftrifts. 

The Prefidciicy of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleffion 
of Karical, before the French fquadron fliould arrive on the coaft ; 
but, as it was intended that the army fliould as foon as poffi- 
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ble encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept ail convoys of 
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for 
the attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without 
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornilh contributed to al- 
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300 ; the Prefidency provided for the reft. All the 
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mt. Cali, 
and a few gunners, were to be lent in the fliips from Madrafs. Co- 
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 50 choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to dired the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifbn to the 
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces ; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expeditron ; and either invert or lay 
before Karical, as circumrtances permitted, until the arrival of the 
Ihips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchi- 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fejid from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lafears for the feiviceof tlie aitil- 
lery, 50a Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
fick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well 
as the troops on fhorc. The king of Tanjore was requeflcd to fend 
his troops, and every kind of affiftance. 

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear at the head 
of an army in the Carnatic immediately after the vlftory of Vandi- 
vafh, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until tlie 1 8th of 
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that fuccefs, 
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides tlie detachment from the ganifon of Tritchinopoly, 
he was accompanied by 1000 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater 
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertained by 
himfelf. They arrived at Volcondah on the 20th, from whence he 
was follcitous to proceed towards Arcot ; but Captain Jofeph Smith, 
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in conformity to the orders of the prefideucy, wiflied to lead him 
towards Pondicherry. This difference of opinion kept them fomc 
days at Volcondiih, and as a reconciliation, by which fome lervice 
might be obtained from the Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith confented 
to march againft Tliiagar, which would bring them nearer Arcot, 
without being removed farther from Pondicherry. But the prefi- 
dency, at the fame time that they fent orders to Captain Smith to 
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na- 
bob to keep with his own troops in the country to the s. of 
Gi ngee, betweeir Volcondah and Chillambarum, and to employ 
them in reducing thefe diftri£ts, and efpecially in preventing any 
1 applies of provilioiis from being conveyed out of them to Pondi- 
cherry, from whence he would have nothing to fear, as the Englifh 
army would be advanced and lying between. 

The number of manned Maflbolas at Madrafs, which are the only 
boats that can ply the furf, were not fufficient to carry off the 
ammunition and ftores Intended for the fiege as faft as the men of 
war couhl have taken them in ; and during this delay, the Falmouth 
of 6o guns was fent forward to take in Major Monfon’s party at 
Alamparvah, whilft the other fhips were lading at Madrafs ; and on 
the 1 5th Colonel Coote, continuing much drfordered with his wound, 
came in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefrdency the prize- 
money accruirrg to the army from their late fuccefles. 

The Falmouth, {landing into the road of Alamparvah on the i6th 
in the mornrng, dlfcovered a fhlp at anchor clofe in fhore, about 
two leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore down to 
her with an eafy fail, under French colours ; but the ftranger cut 
her cable, and ran afhore into the furf, which being boillerous, 
fhe immediately bilged, and all but three of tht crew got afhore. 
The boats of the Falmouth, finding it impoffible to get the fhip off, 
fet fire to her. Slie was the Harlem, which had been difpatchpd by 
Mr. Moiacin from Ganjam to Mergui in the month of June, and 
was leturning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, and 
had hkewife tutenague and other merchandize on board, none of 
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Whith eould Bif "recovered fbut the lofs of the provifions was by for 
the greateft detriment to the enemy. 

Major Monfon, with the pioneers and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth from ALimparvah on the 25th ; they anchored in 
the road of Karical at day-break on the 28th, when the Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Ikfajor Monfon to 
reconnoitre the ftiore. They difcovered no figns, either of the peo- 
ple expeded from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach- 
ment with Captain Jofeph ; whole mftrudions had not reached (^lem 
in time to be as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the fquadron, which 
had likewife failed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. M^'or 
Monfon went on board Mr. Comifh’s Ihip, and it was agreed, not- 
withftanding they were entirely ignorant of the place, and difap- 
pointed of the troops they expefted to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen maffoolas accompanied the Ihipsr; they took in 
170 of the troops, befides the Macoas, who are the black fellows that 
row them ; thefe formed the firft divifion, and were towed' to the 
furf by the yawls and pinnaces of the Ihips, which, befides their 
rowers, took as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the 
fecond div^on : all thefe fleered for the Ihore, five miles to the north 
of the fort. The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long- 
boats, Wh&h were rigged with fails, and proceeded clofe to the furf, 
oppofite to- the fort, an^ the mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where thej^ were to appear as if intending to land by pufhing Over 
the bar of fhe river, which was not iinpradicable. 

A fmaUlfnowand a floop, which drew little water, and mounted 
gOns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village half-way 
between the real landing and the long-lx>ats. As fbon as the yawls 
attd-pinnacea reached the furf, theydrop|icd their graplings, and caft 
off tho^mafRx^as, which immediately rowed afhore, and lauded the 
troops ift'them; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out 
of the hmts, when a fignal was flung out, on which the 
lobg-boats-Cafiic down, foiling fall with the wind and current, and 
the troopS'io'thertt were likewife landed all together by the mafibolas; 
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1 760* the whole without the appearance of any oppofition intended by 
the garrifon. As foon as all were (mi (hore, they advanced to the 
village oppoiite to which the two fmall vefTels were at anchor, and 
received by catamarans two fbur-pounders, which belonged to the 
floop. and were mounted on (hip-carriages ; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expelled with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from be- 
ing embarked at Madrafs. They paffed the night in the village 
without alarm ; and early in the morning moved on to take poflef- 
fion of the pettah of Kancal. which lay on the north fide of the 
fort. It was a fpacious town, feparated from the fort by an efpla- 
nade of 100 yards ; regular works had been traced round the others 
three fides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the; 
ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was completed, and 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had. 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau- 
phin : the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the 
eaft. The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or 
intelligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men 
were killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under, 
fhelter of the buildings in the pettah; which. they entered without, 
meeting any interruption in the ftreets. They took poft in the 
church-yard, which lay about zoo yards from the eaft fide of the 
pettah, and about the lame diftance from the line of houfes front- 
ing the fort. They found about them plenty of provifions, as well 
in the houfes of the natives, as of the French inhabitants. 

The fort of Karical ftands 300 yards from the fea-fhore : a river 
coming from the weft ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the 
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again directly to the eaft, in a 100 yards more difembogues into 
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but 
had the greateft of defeats, the want of fpace : for its internal area, . 
exclufive of the four baftions, was.no more than 100 yards from w. 
to £. and- only 50 from N. to s. The baftions admitted only three 

guns,, 
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guns in their fecesj but each of the four curtains was covered by a 1760. 
ravelin much more fpacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A — ' 

wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the n. w. and s. and their ' 

ravelins ; , but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravelin like- 
wife, and dry ground occupied the fpace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions in 
an excellent fauflebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin 
projected. A covered way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, furr 
founded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuring acrofs 
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longeft diredHon, that from 
E. to w. not more than aoo yards ; and the pettah outftretched this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which fkirted the efplanade, 
and had been fuffcred to rife within 60 yards of the foot of the 
glacis ; but this demolition added only a Ipace of 40 yards to the 
efplanade, and that not clear ; for the rubbilh not being yet re- 
moved ftill afforded fome flielter. 

As foon as the Englifli troops had taken poffeffion of the pettah, 

Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took pofleflion of a fa- 
luting-battety, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was 
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were pafling, but did no barm ; and in the night the pioneers be- 
gan to conftru£t a battery near the river on the efplanade, which , 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has 
made, and ftrikes ftreight to the fea : they were not interrupted in 
their work ; , neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm 
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed, 
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin. The range 
was exactly gained at the firft Ihell, and only thirteen were fired 
before the gyard, confifting of 50 men, abandoned it ; and, know- 
ing ways of which the Englilh troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners . 
fent from Pondichery, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the 
fort, notwithftanding a-company of marines were looking out for 
them, who kept too far from the fea-lhore, whilft the gunners tra-i 
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ThrWar Of Coromandel. Book XII. 

veiled along the beach until they came to the river, wlien they con- 
tinued under the bank unperccived by the pioneers employed in con- 
ftru^ling the battery. 

The cover afforded by the pettah determined the attack to he 
carried on againft the north face of the fort ; and the greater extent 
of the efplanade to the eaft, which is 500 yards (whereas to the 
weft it is interrupted by the curve of the river at 300) ga\ c the pre- 
ference of the enfilade from the eaft, which of confequence deter- 
mined the breach to be in the north-eaft baftioii, and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in the pettali, 

< one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences ; in 
the battery to the eaft, two of the guns enfiladed the north line 
in its whole length, and the other two plunged into the oppofite 
ravelin, and acrofs into the ravelin on the fouth : fo that every part 
of the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
heavy artillery from the (hips, and aflifted in drawing them, and in 
the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; for all the 
neighbouring villages were deferted, aud fupplied neither man nor 
beaft ; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofeph Smith’s detach- 
ment, nor of the afliftance expected from the garrifon of Tritchi- 
nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correspondence with the 
armament. 

Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the prefidency on the 
25th, the day he was letting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
againft Thlagar ; he immediately turned his march to Kaiical ; and 
the Naljob, unwilling to remain with only his own troops in the 
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment. 
The neareft road leading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 
the Coleroon, 30 miles N. n. w. of the city of Tanjore, Having 
croffed the river, which is there fpacious, you continue to Comba- 
conum, which ftands five miles farther, on the bank of the firft arm 
of the Caverl ; and beyond this is another arm to crofs, before you 
join the road leading eaft to the fea-ftiore : much of the ground 
between the rivers is funk in marfhes, and the better ground is over- 
Jlowed in rice-fields, without any continued road, which greatly re- 
2 tard 
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' d thepaflagc of carriages; and the way between Volcondah and 1760. 

> .rical being lao miles, the march can fcarcely be performed in 
f s than ten days ; but Captain Smith had received his orders to 
vance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
hofe ignorance of the impoffibility of his appearance aggravated 
' leir an>) -Jty concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which 
mtelligerr e, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them to expedl 
from day ro day when all the marines and failors muft have been 
reimbarkid, and Major Monfon would have been left with only 
60 Europeans, and without a field-piece. 

However, thefe apprehenfions only encreafed their aftivity in 
pulhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed 
againft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31/1, and tlirew Ihells 
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape from their cannon, 
and even ufed their mulketry, although all they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach : this early profufion of ammunition is rarely 
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In the morning of the 
I ft of April the two embrafures on the right of the enfilading bat- April, 
tery to the eaft were opened. The paflage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left face 
of Its angle projedting to the eaft, and the garrifon had lain a row 
of wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, which clofed this 
paflage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftrud a battery there 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometimcs threw carcafles 
of fire-balls to fet them afire, but without effeft ; and two royals, of 
which the (hells are 5 Inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continually 
bombarded the fort. In the morning of the 2d, the other two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o’clock, 
arrived Captain Richard Smith from Tritchinopoly with Lafcars, 
oxen, coolies, and ftores ; and the Nabob came up likewife with 1000 
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys, whom Captain Jofeph Smith had 
fent forward, as the rains and the badncfs of the roads retarded the 
carriages and baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to 
bri g them pn. This reinforcement aflbrded troops fufiicient to 

invert 
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1760. inveft the fort all round. In this day the enemy’s fire was ex- 
‘ ^1' * ' ceffive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery, 

and endamaged all its embrafures ; but ail were reftored during the 
night, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next 
morning, which was the 3d of the month. At eight o'clock of 
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach- 
ment, which were 1 30 European mulketry, thirty artillery-men, two 
field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy during the 
night finifiied two embrafures in one face of their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery ; and traces ap- 
peared of another face to the north, which feemed intended to fcowr 
the oppofite ftreet of the pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
up a flight retrenchment. 

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
ftreet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the n. face 
of the N.E. baftion, at the diftance of 1 o yards, and was fo well 
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in lefs 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had 
before been much lhattered by the enfilading battery, which had 
likewife nearly ruined the north face of the eaft ravelin : fo that 
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a fliot now and 
then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were pofted in the ruins 
of the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags 
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the 5 th of the 
month, and the loth fince the landing, a battery, intended todeftroy 
the eaft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other againft the n.w. baftion quite finiftied; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from the (hips. Intelligence was received, 
that a detachment of 450 infantry, and 1 50 European horfe, were 
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and 
interrupt the fiege. The breach, though broad, could not be mounted 
without clambering, and the immediate accefs to it was ftill de- 
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached, 

and 
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and by the parapet of t!ie faufle-bray, which remained undamaged r 
but the gate of the barrier leading through the glacis to the eaft 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet (hot flying over the bat- 
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. I'he bal’cul, or carpentry, 
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the n. e. face of 
the eafl ravelin, had likewile been (hot away, and the bridge fallen 
into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt 
the paflage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the buck of this 
ravelin : and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it, 
nor had any thing been fubftituted to (bp the paflage ; fo that, if 
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands^ 
All thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com- 
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the fuinmons by requefting 
to march away with the honours of war : to which Monfon re- 
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners of war ; but 
that the inhabitants Ibould be left in pofleflion of their houfes in the 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might gO' 
where tliey pleafed. The terms were accepted ; and tlie Englifh 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon confifted 
of 1 15 Europeans, of whom 101 were military, 72 Topafles, and 
250 Sepoys. Befides fmaller arms and (lores, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars, with a 
large (lock, of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed in 
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom 
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was (b great an 
armament prepared, to fucceed with lb little lofs, excepting when 
Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in 1 746. 

Neverthelefs, the capture was well worth the exertion ; as befides 
the advantages of its fituation with refpedl to the fea, it afforded 
the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territories of Tanjore,, 
and by various purchafes and ceflions from the govei nment they 
had acquired diftrifls round the fort, containing 113 villages, of 
which the farms, with tlie cuftoms of the poit and town, never 
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produced lefs than 30,000 pagodas a year, fufficient for the expeiice 
of the garrifon. As the fort was too fmall, all the European inha- 
bitants had their houfes in the pettah, which were well built, as 
were many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
marked for more to both. The Nabob derived no advantage by this 
fuccefs, beyond the detriment it occafioned to his enemies ; for a 
member of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquadron, to 
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption of the diftridls. 

'rhe abfence of Colonel Coote and Major Monfon had left the 
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, who moved 
with it from Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and on the i ft of 
April encamped at Killenore, from whence he fent forward a detach- 
ment of obfervation, to take poft at Manoor, within five miles of 
Valdore. The fweep of Country to the weftward of Killenore as 
far as Villaporum, which lies 20 miles due weft of Pondicherry, 
abounds in cattle, and is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and 
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day 
more circumferibed, their laft refource for provifions. All the coun- 
tries, which had been reduced to the fouth of Chittapett and V'andi- 
vafti as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready 
to rent more, and kept feventl companies of irregular Sepoys with 
him, to place as guaids in new diftridts, as reduced. By liis advice. 
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againft Villaporum. 
The diftance ^vas 35 miles, and the way lay between the garrifon 
of Glngee on one hand, and of V.ildore on the other. The detach- 
ment coiififted of 200 black horfe, and five companies of Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Wood, and the renter accompanied 
with his people. They marched from Killenore on the 3d of April, 
a little after fun-fet, and, pafting through Vicravandi, captain Wood, 
with the horfe, arrived before Villaporum at ten the next morning, 
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon, The 
lieft intelligence that could be obtained, reported, that there were 
300 Sepoys and 400 horfe in the place ; and at fix, as foon as the 
Sepoys were lefrclhed, Wood led them to the attack, which could 

only 
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only be made by fcrambling up the wall, as they had no ladders. 
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at 
the fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from 
following, and flung the whole into confufion, on which the enemy 
Tallied, but the horfe rode in between, and drove them back. The 
Sepoys rallied again in the pcttah, and were preparing ladders to 
efcaladc before day-break ; but at eight o’clock at night the garrifon 
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular 
companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of an Enfign ; and at ten at night fet out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived 
at one in the morning at Vkrivandi, where he kfi this company, 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the 
cavalry, which accomplilhed this march of 60 miles in 36 hours. 

Since the retreat of the French army, their countries to the weft- 
ward of Villaporum and Gingee, and the forts intended to prote£l 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters chofe to levy and maintain ; and in the end of March,, 
Captain Airey^who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, font a detachment of Sepoys to enable the gai'rifon theie 
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
Soolabgur, Tricalour, and Trivaneloor : theie three forts had been 
taken poflefiion of by Mahomed Iflbof and Kiftnarow of Thiagar, 
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them during 
the fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is fituated ou a hill 1 5 miles s.s.w. 
and Tricolour on tlie plain 20 miles s. of Trinomaly : Trivelanoor 
ftands 10 miles s.e. of Tiicaloor, and 20 s.w. of Villaporum. The 
French garrifon of Gingee on tlje one fide, and of Thiagar on the 
other, were the neareft to protefl thjefo lefler forts ; but both were 
too much alarmed for their own fifety, to nlk any detachments 
abroad : the one by the Nabob’s camp then at Volcondah, the other 
by the Englilh army at Killenore. Kiftnarow, after the lofs of 
Thiagar in the preceding month of June, had remained with the 
Nabob at Tritchlnopoly, and, after the vi£lory of Vandivalh, obtained 
his permiflion to ad as a free-booter in the P'lench diftricts, and, 
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having plunder to offer, eafily enlifted a number of horfe, with 
which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence 
trooped away to the country about Chllambarum, where they were 
carrjdng on all kind of lavage, at the time that Captain Wood 
marched and took Villaperum. 

Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille- 
nore on the 7th ; and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore, fent 
off 330 of the black horfe, to join Kiftnarow in the country about Chi- 
lambaium; fo that a chain of troops, or ports, was now ertablirtied, 
which encircled PonJicheriy in a fweep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allamparvah. On the loth, a large number of Sepoys were feen 
marching into Valdore from the Glngee road : they were what remain- 
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
of the pettah of Arcot by captain Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee ; and Mr. Lally, 
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dif- 
couragement, repreiled his prejudices againrt thefe troops, and re- 
called them to aft again with the European force. Zulpharcarjung 
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
the reft into Pondicherry. 

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and 
fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to 
take pofleffion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore ; the day 
after, which was the 1 2th, he brought up the reft of the army, and 
encamped at Cartaricopum, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicherry. In the night, two batteries were commenced, and 
(hells thrown, which the garrifon anfwered by (hot, and both were 
employed without mifehief. The next day all the cavalry, not on 
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re- 
connoitre ; and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. The 
French cavalry with (bme platoons of infantry advanced towards 
them, and made fome evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks, 
which the Englilh cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re- 
turned 



Book XH. 5^ 

turned to camp. They had perceived diftaiicc a hige cloud of 1760. 
duft, as of troops with cannon, adyapw^-irom Pondicherry. ' — — 

The fort of Valdore ftands nine''fl|^pk: n. w. of PouJidierry. 

Its form is an exadt parallelogram, With the compals; .uid 

extending 300 yards from E. to N. to s. It is fitu- 

ated in a plain, and its original fortifications, like the generality of 
the forts in 'the country, were a rampart with towers, a faufle-biay, 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had raifed a glacis on the north-fide, 
and had convei-ted the center tower on this fide, and that in the 9. w. 
angle, into baftions with faces and flanks ; but the pettali, which 
is to the weft, remained. within 150 yards of the wall : fo that the 
vicinity of Pondicherry was its beft defence. In the morning of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took oft' 
the defences of the next tower in the weft wall. 

The duft feen the day before was from a body of troops marching 
to encamp under Villenore. The intelligence of the prefent day find 
tJiey were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englifti camp by furprize in the enfuing night, which deter- 
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himlelf when the fun 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divifions, each ac- 
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When 
arrived at the Rcd-hlll, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded along 
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and fent the other acrofs 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his 
own divlfion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field- 
pieces diawn up in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance ; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all 
night ; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys 
and a horfe were killed in this fervice. In the fiege, one of the guns 
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued 
through the night, and the next morning, which was the 15 th, the 
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other battery wa6 completed and opened. It faced the tower in the 
s. w. angle, and the fire from both continued through the day as 
hot as it could be f.ifelykept up. The whole of the French troops 
had ^embled at Villenore during the night, and pulhed on ad- 
vanced polls, which, in the morning, began to Ikirmilh with thofe 
of the camp ; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, were 
kept in readmefs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main body 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to 
..track the camp this night, as the night before : on which Colonel 
Coote ftruck all the tents at funfet, as if he meant to change his 
ground, but pitched them again in the fame place after dark ; but 
I'.df the troops lay on their arms until day-light. The howitz con- 
tinued through the night, and in the morning the batteries, which 
had been much impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day 
before. 'I'he Ikirmifhes likewile recommenced between the out- 
guards of both armies. At two in the afternoon, both breaches ap- 
peared pradlicable ; and a deferter, who at this hour efcaped from the 
fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their am- 
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur- 
render ; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com- 
manded the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at 
winch hour lie Ihould proceed himfelf with the main body from the 
camp, and offer battle to the enemy’s ; which if they avoided, and 
the garrilbn refufed to furiendcr. Major Gordon was to ftorm the 
breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend afiiftance ; but, if the 
enemy’s army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
the batteries with his divifion, and form the third line in the order 
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half 
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only fent 
forw'arcl their European cavaliy and Ibme Sepoys, which weie met by 
parties of the Englifh cavalry, European and black, fupported likewife 
by Sepoys, and Ibme were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no 
charges made hand to hand. At fix o’clock. Colonel Coote received 
word, that the garrifon of Valdore had confented to furrender without 
terms the next morning, and had given up the outer gate, on which 

he 
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he returned with the line to the camp. The garrlfon confifted of a 
captain, a lieutenant, 8o other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys : they 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englifli 
not more. There were In the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and fomc 
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken poffellion, detached 
200 of the black horfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the command of 
Aflafbeg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys that pio- 
tedled the diftrift, and gathered the produce for tlie French govern- 
ment. 

Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fuccefles, 
the Prefidcncy of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of tbofe confined there, 
and fent them to the camp. Thele men, as loon as they came 
before Valdore, fo near their own army and tlicir capital, deferred 
daily, and 40 of them were gone before the place was reduced ; 
Ibme of the company of French Volunteers like wife went off, al- 
though they had hitherto behaved with as much fpirit as if fighting 
under, Inftead of againft, their own colours. But as foon as \ .udoce 
fell, new deferters began to come over fiom the enemy, tljree, four, 
and five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe fent Irom 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy 
of their comrades. 

On the 19th, ColoneJ, Coote went out again in the afternoon, 
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoiiie on 
the Red-hill ; the French cavalry, fupporttd likewii'e by lome Se- 
poys, came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only 
the Sepoys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until 
four field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which Colonel Coote 
returned to the camp. Two of his black horfemen weie killed, and 
die horfe of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. 

During thefe operations of the main army. Colonel Monfon was 
advancing with his divifion from Karical. The Fiench prifoners 
taken there were lent to Tritchinopoly, under the cllort of two 
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, who had been 
drawn from that garrifon on tliis lervicc ; two other of thefe com- 
panies, and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Europeans, were left 
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ij 6 o. inKarical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft ofhis.co]nimuxl 
‘ from Tritchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery men, remained, a» 

did half the marines from the fquadron ; the other half, with all 
the battering artillery, were re-embarked. The Nabob with hU 
troops, hkewife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the 
loth of Apiil, and continued by the road along tlie fea-fihore, until 
they canic to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, when they 
fttuck to the weft, and pafled the river in its Angle channel, oppo- 
Ate to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paftage, they were 
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of horfe, who a few days .be- 
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tum- 
brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed 
and dilperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
-Monfon fummoned this place on the 1 pth ; and on refufal, two 
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the fquadron, which was 
■at anchor off the bar of Devicotali. Tliey were brought on cata- 
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The 
ftender walls of the pagoda would not have refifted a Angle fliot, 
and, although the French had projefted redoubts at the four angles, 
and one in the middle of the north, and another of the fouth wall ; 
thefc works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and 
could only ferve for cannon fired in barb|tte ; fcafFoldings had been 
erefted for mulketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at 
the angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifon perceived 
the artillery-men of the camp bringing fafeines to the fpot where 
the battery was intended, and mlftook the fafeines for fcaling-lad- 
ders ; on which the ofticers held a confultation, which did not re- 
folve until midnight ; when the camp, to their great furprize, faw 
a number of torches held out together upon the wall, and difeavered 
amongft them a white flag, which the torches were illuminating. 
The fignal of furrender was accepted ; Ibme troops advanced to the 
gate, and were admitted on the promife of good treatment to the 
garnfbn ; which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. 
The next day, the marines were font to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 
' on the fquadron ; and Kiftnarow, with his horfo, was detacljed to 
1 deftroy 
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iJeftroy the French diftri£ts about Cuddalore. This way lay the 
neareft road to Valdore ; but Major Monfon, imagining that Mr. 
Lally might poft a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they fhould take this 
route ) and, being \inwiUing to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum } from 
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping tlie main body of tlic 
army between his own divilion and Pondicherry. 

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Trivadl, who 
abandoned it on the approach of Aflafbeg’s detachment, although 
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this ealy fuccefs, Affafbeg 
pioceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic bad prevailed, 
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance ; but the town was 
not entirely deferted by the inhabitants. This Nation was of 
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafon to wind- 
ward of Pondicherry: two companies of Sepoys were polled in 
the town ; the houfes of the fiidtory were prepared to ferve as an hof- 
pltal to the fquadron ; bullocks were lent olF to fupply the Ihips with 
firelh provifions ; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re- 
ceived encouragement to collect more of their own craft from dif- 
ferent parts of the coaft. On t!ic 25th Rear-admiral Cornilh an- 
chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on 
the 29th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four moie from Bom- 
bay : they were pai t of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke’s 
fquadron in the preceding year, two of which were arrived before 
with Mr. Cornilh. Of tlie three others, the Salilbury w^as not com- 
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
when Mr. Stevens fiiled; the Yarmouth remained, in confe- 
quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pocockc to 
England, from whence he had been abfent five years. All the pre- 
lidencies followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements of 
the eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during his conti- 
nuance and command in the feas of India, which he completed, by 
efcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 fall of the 
company’s Ihips returning from their fettlements, which arrived in 
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England in the Oftober following, and were the richeA fleet that 
had ever entered the Thames at one time. 

The two armies had continued in their refpeftive encampmetits, 
their advanced guards in full light, and continually alarming one 
another; and on the 27th at day-break, the French cavalry, with 
50 of their infantry, attacked a poft of Sepoys and black horfe, 
killed lix or feven of each, and wounded more ; and loft themfelves 
two huflars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded. 

Nothing of confequence palled for feveral days after, and in the 
night between the firft and lecond of May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbe, and retreated clofe to the bound-hedge, 
leaving only an advanced poft with two guns about half a mile in 
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, 
with his ufual efcorte of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po- 
lition, and, advancing too near, feveral of his Sepoys were killed by 
the fire of the cannon from the advanced poft. 

Major Monfon with his divifion, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the afitli. This place ftands 
60 miles N. N. w. of Chillambrum, and 60 s. w. from Valdore. It 
is extenfive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted 
into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projected 
mafles of mafonry in each of the fides as gateways, ftill continued 
of very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed 
to furrender on the firft fummons ; for the next day, on the ap- 
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac- 
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at difcietion. tlis 
garrifen were, bcfides himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 
1 50 Sepoys. This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over' 
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put 
both garrifons under the command of Kiftnarow. He was here 
joined by his brother, Maphu^e Khan, who when leaft expelled, 
had left the Pulitaver in the beginning of January, and joined Ma- 
homed Iflbof at Tinivelly ; from whence he was fent, with an ef- 
cortc, to Puducotah, the principal town of the polygar Tondiman, 
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where he remained, ftill full of fufpicions of the evil intentions of 
the Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated aflurances 
from the Prefidency, tliat no harm fliould befell him. He ainved with 
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain moie. From 
Verdachelum, the troops continued their route byVillaporuin and Vi>> 
cravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. The Nabob re» 
mained in the camp until the loth, much delighted with the army 
and commanders, who had reftored him to ib great a part of his 
dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to regulate 
with the Prefidency the modes of adminiftratiou in the countries 
which had been recovered. 

The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demolilhed the 
parapets of the baftions, took down the three gates, and made Ic- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town float- 
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of winch 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers there, and warned tliem to keep 
fpecial guard. On the loth at night, 100 Europc.ins, with 60 
huflars and three companies of Scpojs, entered the town, fuipiiaid 
and difpcifed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital, wheic they 
took five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 failors and marine ^ be- 
longing to the Iquadron, moftly lick, whom they carried away, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The n^xt day, 
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with so of the Eu- 
ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, were fent into the town from the camp, and 60 maiincs 
were landed from the fquadron. At four in the enfuing mo.n- 
Ing, whilft it was yet dark, a ftronger party than the night before 
entered the town again, and took the field-piece ; but, finding more 
refiftance than they expefled, retreated over the riveis towards Fort 
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fb completely de- 
molifhed, that a fingle redoubt was not left to give poft to a 
company of infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, w'lth the huflars and 
feme Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol- 
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had rccrofled the Panar 
4 M s beyond 
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beyond Fort St. David; where the enemy abandoned the field- 
piece they had taken. It was laid, that the commander was killed, 
three other officers wounded, and 32 of the common fbldiers 
killed and wounded. Of the Englifh troops a Jemldar with 20 Se- 
poys were wounded, and a Subadhar was killed. From this ear- 
neftnefs, other attempts were expected, and diligence was ufed to 
render tlic place more defenfible, and the Sepoys were augmented to 
700. On the 20th, information was received, that the enemy in- 
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft : on 
^v^ich, Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 
300 Mack horfe, to interrupt their parties, or fuccour the place. 
'1 ]ic officer went with the Europeans into the town, and flatioued 
the horfe at a diftauce without ; between one and two in the morn- 
ing, the expefted attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
1 50 of the French horfe, which were half this body : and they had four 
field-pieces. They divided into five different aflaults ; all entered the 
town, but were flopped at the traverfes which had been thrown up 
in the ftreets leading to the hofpital, whicli refifted the direct fire 
of their field-pieces, and commanded their mulketry. They how- 
ever perfifted, untd two of their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. The Englifli officer followed them, with 
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar ; but their cavalry 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effedlual at- 
tempt to interrupt their retreat. 

On the 23d, the Salllbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and 
brought from thence to the affiftance of the army three companies 
of the royal artillery, which the King had fcnt for the defence of 
that ifland, and the government there, very judicioufly, to the eqaft, 
where they were more immediately wanted. They were 178 men, 
< xclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few days 
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat of 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at 
too great a diftauce to afford fuch continual occafions of fkirmifh 
as befi>re. j 
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Bbok XS: Pondicrssry. 

The focccfles of the Englifli army, had not a little conduced to' 
eiicreafe the diflentiojis which had long rent the government of 
Pondicherry, where calamity, infteadof reconciling, onlyexafperated 
the animoiities of thofe who weie {haring the fame diftrefles. The 
lofsof Permacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was 
on marcli to relieve it ; but they were only faulty in not having ad- 
vanced with more expedition ; and in either cade Mr. Lally, not 
being prefent, was exempt from blame : which neverthelefs was 
urged, becaufe the officer who commanded in his abfence was of 
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favour. The 
fall of Alamparvah was afcribed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore 
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the 
laft poll: which remained to proted any convoys which might at- 
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every 
one thought and faid concerning himfelf ; and retaliated with far- 
cafms on their forenefs for the lofs of their own peculations out of the 
diftridts which he had been obliged to abandon. In this ftate of vi- 
rulence were minds, when the fquadron with Mr. Corniffi was 
working up the coaft to Karical. There were in the town of Pon* 
dicljerry, 600 Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifbn duty ; and 
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, . added to the 
regular troops, would contribute to make a foimidable difplay, which 
Mr. Lally intended to exhibit on the flrand to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were paffing through the road; orders w^ere gl\en 
in confequcnce. The covenanted fervants of the French company 
were to be a part of the parade ; but a little bcfoie, at the hour ap- 
pointed, they came into the court of the gQvernment-houfe, and 
fent up word to -Mr. Lally, that they would not march unlefs led 
the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Lally had exempted from 
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put 
hftnfelf at their head ; but the oouiifellors coming in, faid, that none 
of the Company’s fervants were obliged to bear arms out of the u'alls 
of the town. On this declaration, Mr. I.ally arrefted the two 
fpokefmen of the Council, and two of the forwardeft of the repug- 
nants, difarmed and difmiffed the reft, and wtnt on with the review ^ 
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witliout them. The ofence ajid puniftiment left no bounds to the 
mutual avcrfioii between him and the company’s fervaiits. Whilft 
the EngUfli army were attacking Valdore, two fhlps arrived fron\ 
the iflands ; they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavou- 
rable advices, which were with much caution fupprefled, and pub- 
lilhcd as good news with dilute of cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings. 

That Mt, D’Ache’s fquadron, reinforced from France to 25 fall 
“ of the line, might be foon expedted on the coafV, with a large body 
“ of land forces on boaid.” After the fall of Valdore, a few en- 
clofuics under the guns at Villanorc and Ariancopang, with the 
ground within the bound hedge, and the town of Pondicherry it- 
felf, contained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to 
rely for their future fuftenance, and all fuither means were precluded 
of bringing in gram or other articles of feore from the country 
without ; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands 
of' the French, their fituation was diflant, and their ganifons not 
ferong enough to furnifh fufficient cfcorts, and no parties equal to the 
lame purpofe could be detached from the main body, without incuiiing 
the rifquc of Interception. When the farm bf the dilfrKfls adja- 
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and 
let to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivafh, there was a fuf- 
ficient quantity of grain on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to 
have flocked the place,' fay, for years ; but money was then 
more fcarce than victuals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell 
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treafuiy, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga- 
zines. As foon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the Englifh 
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally faw this 
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi- 
therto, with too much prefiimption, defpifed. 

Hyder Ally, the general of the Myfbreans, had at this time Ac- 
quired the whole power of the government. He had lately taken 
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom we 
have feeii commanding the Myfore troops before Tritchino- 
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poly. The Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of My- 
fore with ,a jaghire allowed for his mamtenance and fecurity, and 
Hyder Ally was left without coutroul ; for the King was young, weak, 
and timid. Not unmindful, however, of a reverfe of fortune, Hy- 
der Ally caft about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his own perfon ; and judicioufly pre- 
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of acc.fs 
to it from Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications. 
A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who afl’umed, and perhaps 
had obtained, the title of Bifhop of Halicarnaffiis, had, by refidencc 
under the pretext of religious miffion, acquired much knowledge of 
the adjacent countries, as well as of the Carnatic Itfelf, and Mr- 
Xally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him hi!> con- 
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfaftions with the chiefs of 
the country. The biffiop performed his commiffions with zeal ; for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftom in India to 
give fome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the French army at Arcot; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching other opportunities, and 
either fuggefted to Hyder Ally, or difeovered his inclinations to 
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of piocuilng 
relief to the neceflitics which began to threaten Pondlclieny, 
repreffed the contempt with which he had hithcito legarded 
the military faculties of the piinces in India, and font two of his 
officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed, 
“ that Hyder ffiould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and 
“ 3000 Sepoys with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar, 
“ were to be put in poffeflion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 
“ the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of 
** the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag of Fiance exifted in 
“ India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees a 
“ month, from the day of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten eighteen 
pounders were to be given as a prelent to Hyder, exclufive of the 
artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military ftores, 
“ was to be delivered with them. His troops weie to be fnrnilhed 
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“ with ammumtlon, whilft ferving for the French ; who, after the 
“ Carnatic fhould be cleajed, were to affill him in conquering the 
“ fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivelly. Befides the number 
“ already ftipulated, Hyder Ally engaged to fupply looo horfe and 
“ 2'ooo Sepoys more : in confideration of which, half the countries 
“ which Ihoiild be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be alligned to 
“ his government, excepting the French company’s domains of 
“ Villcnore, Valdoie, Bahoor, and Alamparvah : the territory of 
“ Vtllorc, as belonging to Mortizally, their ally, and thediftrifts de- 
“ pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Rajah- 
faheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, were likewife exempted ; and 
“ whatfoever portion of the Carnatic fhould fall to the Myfbreans, 
•“ was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 
“ grefs of the acquiiitions in the fouthern countries.” 

The negotiation was condu£led with fo much fecrecy, that no 
furmifes of it were obtained by the Englifh until the 24th of May, 
juft as their late fticcefles feemed to have left nothing on the land, 
which could interrupt the proftcution of their intention to 
blockade Pondicherry; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this uii- 
expedled alliance by a letter from one of his corrcli^ondents in 
Pondicherry, fignitying, that Mr, Lally was preparing a con- 
fidcrable detachment, ^Jmarch and join Hyder Ally at Thiagar. 
Hyder it was known was not there, nor was there any probability, 
•that his other interefts would permit him to leave Seringapatam : 
nor were any difpofitions obferved in the enemy’s encampment, 
which fignified fuch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
30th, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitie them himfelf, ac- 
companied as ufual by the black horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can- 
nonaded hotly, and killed Ibmeof the horfcmen ; but Aflafbeg, witli 
•two or three fquadroHS, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed 1 4 
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the 
.'intelligence; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour 
thrown out by Mr. Lally hlmftlf, to conceal fome other defign, 
when^ on the 7th of June, he raccived a confirmation of it ftom 
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Kifhiarow, who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced 
with his party to Volcondah. 

The firft divifion of the Myforc troops, confiftlng of looo horfe, 
and zooo Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the 
next day fome of their parties, roaming to colleft cattle, Ikirmifhed 
with Kiftnarow’s neaf the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the di- 
vifion, ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry; 
and Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, 
and being in want of ammunition, hurried back to pi‘ote£l the dif- 
ttifts of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not without pro- 
fit, to his care ; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co- 
lonel Coote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements ; and then, he 
faid, he would march, and beat the Myibreans. 

A month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces which 
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftilities againft the adjacent polygais depending on Tritchi- 
nopoly ; and it was reported that they intended to get pofleffion 
of the pafs of Nattam, which would pieclude the immediate com- 
munication between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the My- 
foreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the pof- 
fefiions of the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any 
fufpicions of the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing 
againft the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of danger to require im- 
mediate refiftance from this province ; but Mahomed Iflbof fent a 
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and enter the diftritfts of Dindigul ; and the troops main- 
tained by the Nabob for the proteflion of the diftrifts of Tritchi- 
nopoly, aflembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huifain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriorc and 
Seringham until they retreated out of thefe countiies, when he 
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted. 

The heats of the feafen, fince the land-winds had fet in in April, 
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual ; and had ftruck 
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the hofpital, and to preferve the reft from the fun, the day- 
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 
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fifty of die late dcferters bad been incorporated, and cdled tbc J'refe 
Company, under the command of two French officers, brothers, 
of the name of Mattin: like the French volunteers, they were 
intended for the fervices of moft fetigue and danger, and wore 
now employed, for the firft time. They marched on the loth, 
accompanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 black 
horfe, and an iron gun with five European gunners, to join 
narow at Viliaporum ; as it was fuppofcd the Myforeans would 
attempt to pafs either by this place, or Trivadi. 

Although no regular detachments had marched from Pondi- 
cherry, fmall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had palled 
at different times undifcovered to Gingee, and from thence 
proceeded to Thiagar, before the firft divifion of Myforeans 
arrived there; but remained in order to accompany the main 
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and 
reinforcement, the. garrifbns both of Thiagar and Gingee had 
collected all the cattle, which the inhabitants had not driven out 
of their reach : but the Myfore horfe in three days fwept a 
much greater number ; but refufed to proceed vidth them, until 
fully apprized what interruption they were likely to meet in the 
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that th^ only 
ran the rifque of more by this delay. 

The Martins arrived at ^(illaporum on the iith, and heard no- 
thing of Kiftnarow*; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 100 
Europeans, feme Sepoys and black horfe. The Martins, as well as 
the deferters they commanded, behaved with much Ipirit in their 
new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who afled but fointly. 
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To- 
paze, and a Cofiree, were made prifoners. 

Notudthfranding this fiiccefs and repeated injun^ions Kiffnarow 
frill kept aloof; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans already 
arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied 
by the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the 
fifeitins although ftroog, would in no wife have been equal, another 
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detachment flSt ftronget was fent from the camp: both when' 
joined would aittOunt to 190 European infentry, 30 European horfe, 
CdSteeSf Soo Stpc^i, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be 
Commanded hy major hifom, the fame who marched in January to 
Tnpettyi and had lately been promoted from rfie rank of captain. 

Mbte Myibreans arriving, they called in their parties, and' 
being joiried’ by 40 or of the French troops from Thiagar, 
appeared' before Tricaiore oA the loth; but, the Frenchmen 
having brought only two or three finall field-pieces, and the 
fort being of frone, the Sepoys within, who were three good com- 
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed to furrender; and 
by the fire of their mufketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire ; wlio then went againftTritchimungalum, a fort five miles to 
the eaft, where the garrifon, which was likewife of SCpoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From this place all 
the Myfore cavalry, now 1 500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, if interrupted, the horfe might be free to force their 
way, or retire. The rule of thefe countries had fo often been fhifted 
to and firo by the fortune of war, and they had fuffered fo much, 
as wdl f«Jm the ravages of hoftllity, as the' concuffions of un fettled 
governmdit, that they regarded both the Englifh and French at 
leaft as tyrants, when not enCmies ; and, at this time, the renters 
and headi of villages, not knowng how foon they might have new 
matters, gave no affiftance to Major More’s detachment, who, dif- 
trefied for provifions, and mifled by felfe intelligence, advanced from 
Villaporum towards Tricaiore, where they expected fupplies, and 
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in their rout ; who had pafled be- 
fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at Trivadi on the 
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally, apprized of their 
approach, had moved his whole army from the bound hedge 
to his former encampment at Perimbe, in full fight of Valdpfe* 
and then detached 50 of his European cavalry to johi/fric 
Myforeans on the road. Colonel Coote received qnick iatds 
\gence of their arival at' Trivadi, with an account of their num- 
4 N 2 bers. 
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bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry^ remaining in the 
camp, which were looo black, and 8o European horfe : they were 
led by Vaflerot, but whilft proceeding ftreight towards Trivadi, the 
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached 
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then croffing the plain, and keep- 
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbd. 
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, which re- 
tarding their march, they left in difierent herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring them in by detachments ; ib that only 
300 bullocks arrived with them at tho French camp. 

The day after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their lervice, 
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards 
the grand guard of the Englilh cavalry, which was pofted a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper diftance, fet 
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately pufiied to relieve them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the camp ; but before they came up, as thefe kind 
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to take (helter with the 
main body. The Myfoieans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the hufifars. 

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel- 
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went 
out with the Sepoys of bis garrifen, and in two or three days col- 
leiled and drove in 900 of them ; and none of the reft got into 
Pondicherry. 

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder Ally to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the 
French government. A little before their arrival a report had been 
fpread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France ; 
which the Myforeans hearing, infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members of the Council, ihould fign the treaty: had they re- 
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expected ; they therefore figned 
tt> but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en- f 



Book XII. PoHfiicHEiiRY. The Mysorean-s. 

tirely fecret amongft themfelves, objeding more efpecially to the 
ihonthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive pay, to dif- 
charge which no money exifted ; and that the territories ceded to them 
were of much more value than the indefinite lervices they were likely 
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor- 
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, if affairs Ihould better with the affift- 
ance of the Myforeans ; at the fame time the apparent fanAion evinced 
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to ftop the progrefs 
of the Englifti fuccefles, which had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagar and Gingee^ and were at this inllant menacing the capital, 
Pondicherry : fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro- 
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never poffeffed, to obtain the 
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of preferving what 
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at 
night all tlie Myforeans went away, promifing to return very foon 
with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day 
the French army retreated from Perimb6 to the bound-hedge. 

In this interval, the fquadroii had been joined by two Ihips of the 
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th ; and a few days after one 
of the Company’s fliips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar 
coaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topafles, 
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the 
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been 
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this junfture more 
efpecially feafonable ; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils 
of that IVefidcncy, which had hitherto been very cautious of part- 
ing with any part of its force. 

On the 30th, the day after the French army returned to their bounds, 
Celonel Coote detached the reminder of the huffars, who were 20, 
500 black horfe, 50 European infentry, and four companies of Sep<^s, 
to Major Moore, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the 
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach to Pondicherry. 
This officer had been joined at Tricalore on the 24tl;i^ by Kiftua- 
4 row* 
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ro\fi, with joo kor£b« aad^ aa many Sepoys. They proceed again A 
Trichimungalum, which furrendesed after a flioit refii^ceoa the 
26th. The garrifon were a feijeant, another European,, and i'8n> 
Sepoys, with a much greater fiore of ammusution tham their ntua- 
her required. They had eoUcfted 900 head of cattle in the fort* 
and a large quantity of graia in ihe town. Major Where was 
,again mifled hy his intelligence, and the party of Nfylbreaas return- 
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar pafEed again out of his reach. 

Mr, Lally determined to rifque nothing before the main body 
of the Myforeans arrived; and his troops were too ftrongly polled 
in fronttof, and within, the bound>-hedge, to be attacked by a ibrce,. 
which exceeded them fb little as the Englilh army, lince the 
^letachments it had lately feiit abroad. So that both armies con- 
curring in the fame caution,, in expedation of the fame event,, 
nothing^ any moment pafled: between them, for twenty days. Co- j 
donel Coote, in this interval; went to Madrafs. Hfe left the camp^ 
on the 6th of July, and returned on the 14th. The next day he, 
received intelligence from Msgor Moore, that the Myforeans were 
/et out from Thiagar, with a very large convoy of provifions. This 
intelligence was confirmed'the next day, with their route; and at 
three the next morning; which was. liic 17th, the van divilion of 
the army undtr Colbnel Monfon moved, and took, pofleflion of 
Perinabf, which is the ground ‘under the point of ther^«hill>dire£Uy 
oppofite to . Vlllenore* The reft of the army came up before day-, 
light ; a party was immediately, detadied. to take pofteflion of the 
pettidl of Villfenore, and make preparations for batteries ; anothen 
deftroyed a redoubtion the Mil over Pbrimhe, which the enemy had 
lately ere£led, in the fpotwhcrc' they before had raifed the barrad:s for 
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had- burnt on his firft excurlion 
to reconnoitre this ground from Permacoih The diftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill, to the fort, of Villcaoreandthe river, of AriaiKopang,, 
IS little more tlian a mile; and the army poffefled the whole fpaee 
In polls and enclofures, which could' not. be attacked in front to- 
wards Pondifoeny without great difadvantage", and nothing, was. 
apprciiendcd^Jn the rear, although the.Mylbrean« were coming,;, for. 
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th6y, it npt A)ubted, would, as before, endeavdUr to join the 

FrencK.atoy, by avoiding the Englilb. 

On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the 
whole feody of the Myforeans, advancing by dilfierent routs, arrived 
nearly at the lame hour, in fight of Trivadi. With Moore were 
j 80 European inl&ntiy, 30 Co^ees, ^nd 50 hulTars, and together 
with lCiltnarow*s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sejpoys iioO. 
The Mylbre^ps were 4000 horfe well mounted, looo Sepoys, and? 
200 Europeans, or Topalfes of the French army, of whom a 
part managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the 
Englilh troops had been fo long accuftomed to fuccefs, it was fup- 
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithllanding the ine- 
quality of numbers, might have Hood at leaH an obHinate brunt ; 
hut it happened other wife ; for by fome mifchance or mifconduft 
of which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally 
routed. The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is faid HrH gave way,, 
dil^rfed on every fide ; five and twenty of the huflars were cut to 
pieces, and moll of the reft were wounded ; they were the only 
part which ‘behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferted 
by the Eut^pean infantry, wno retreated in great hurry and difi 
order to Ihl fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 
j 5 killed add 40 wounded. 

The neWd of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, 
and encrealled his anxiety to get pofleffion of Villenore ; for it 
was not doubted that Mr. Lally, as loon as joined by the Myfo- 
reans, would make every effort to fave this place. 

The left of the Englilh encampment was at the foot of the hill 
of Perimbd, and it extended 1 500 yards to the right, acrofs the 
plaift towards Villaiore. Through Ae Center of the -camp pafled a 
road, (railfid as all the others on the plain above the common level, 
of tl}e ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. This avenue 
comes ^moft in a ftreight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge, 
called the.yillenore; but receives its name from the village of 
Ouglaree, through which it paffeth about half-way benvetn the 
■bound-hedge and the hill of Perimbf. At a fhouland yards id front 
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of the Englilh encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hedge, 
another avenue called the Villenore, flrikes off from the avenue 
of Oulgaree, on the left as you come from the bound-hedge, 
on the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after 
continuing 400 yards at a right angle from the Oulgaree, turns 
nearly at another right angle, and leads ftreight weft, and parallel 
to the other avenue ; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe- 
liuibe, and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel Coote was pre- 
paring to attack, and which muft always be diftinguifhed, in con- 
lidering our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the 
bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered 
the right flank of the Englifli camp. From a redoubt in the bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Oulgaree, com- 
menceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the 
Valdore ; this avenue continues only 1000 yards ftreight to the weft, 
when, ftopped by the oppofition of the Red-hill, it inclines in 
another ftreight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards 
of the avenue of Oulgaree, which it then joins in another ftreight 
Ime, and at a right angle on the right, exaftly facing the jundlion 
of the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both to- 
gether interfered the avenue of Oulgaree at right angles in the fame 
point. It was along the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pondicherry. Exaftly oppofite to the fecond angle 
of the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and 
the firft if you aie going to it from the avenue of Oulgaree, ftands 
a hillock, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain, 
detached from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this 
hillock is about 300 yards diftant : thus fituated, it commanded 
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecond turn- 
ing of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered 
all the ground we have deferibed, fortified the hillock with a 
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue of Oulgaree, 130 yards in front of the 
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Ipot where it is joined by the two others, and raifed another 
acrofs the VUl^ore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re- 
doubt on the' hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the 
camp, which the hill of Perimt^ defended on the lejft ; on the 
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open 
and paflable to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp. 
But this approach would now be proteded by the troops fbtioned 
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this 
fort. All the three works were finifhed between the night of the 
1 7th and the morning of the 1 j^th. This difpofition was devifed 
with much fcience ; for every thing was obviated which might 
produce a general difafler, if the troops fhould be compelled to quit 
the attack of Villenore, of which the foccefs was fcarcely probable, 
if the enemy, as might be expeded, rifijued boldly for its fafety. 

A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in campon the 19th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fort ; but the (hells fent with it were too fmall, and 
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any 
work at the batteries during the night. 

The next morning the French army, not yet joined^ by the whole 
body of Myforeans, appeared advancing along the river of Arian- 
copang, ' as if they intended to attack the detachmments ftationed 
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched fiom 
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and began to cannonade ; during which Draper's and 
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous 
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red Hill, as if they intended to ftorm the redoubts of tlie bound- 
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr. Lally be- 
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftations ; a few of the Englilh cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived from Trivadi 
with 3000 bullocks, cariying their baggage, and drawing their ar- 
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provifioits ; the 
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French detachments from Thtagar and Gingee accompanied theha ; 
they came in unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their 
arriv^ waa complimented with la 'long falute Of caniKki.* 'In ^he 
evening the guards before Vilkiiotte wfere reltifortied, and doctbfc 
diligence employed through the night at the batteries!. 

The fort of Villenore was a circle '50 yards m diameter wkhin ‘the 
wall ; it was furrounded by a ditch, a covered way, and a glacis 
cut in angles, as a ftar. The rampart was a conftruidlion of toafortry, 
divided ’into ten lodgements, or chambers, which wdrt arched, 
the vaults bomb-proof, and tlie intcrftices at top Were filled up 
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on Which th'e can- 
non were mounted. Each of the chambers was likewife opened 
through the outlide of the wall in cafements intended for can- 
non, but none were mounted in them. The breadth of the ram- 
part, which was the length of the chambers, was 30 fCct, and 
reduced the area within to a fmall pentagon, which in no dire 61 ion 
was more than 45 feet over ; Co that if the chambers had fiot been 
bomb-proof, the place could not have ftood an hour againft this kind 
of artillery. Two villages lay near the fort, one direflly north, the 
other to tJie north-eaft. They were about 200 yards from each 
other, and both were occupied by the Englifli troops. The paflage 
through the glacis to the fort was ftreight, and nothing obftrudled 
tljc view quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and 
the draw-bridge, when up ; neither of which could relift a (hot ; 
ncverthelefs, the French had ncgleded to cover this opening by a 
traverfe, either in front or behind the paflage. The advantage was 
taken, and a battery of two eighteen-pounders was erefted between 
ihc two villages, to breach through the opening ; another of the 
fame force was erefted in the village to the north, to deftrey the pa- 
lapet, and take in reverfe the part intended to be breached. 

Both batteries opened with the day on the i6th. At nine o’clock 
the French army, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap- 
proached along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the 
black horfe and Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were lent from the 
EiigUlh camp, to ftop their advanced parties, whilft the line got 
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Vud»rf^m^?.s»nda3.fqon as tht;y were iu motion, a detachment of 
Europeans, with four fieldrpieces, filed off from the right to reinforce 
tihe v,iUages<of yillenore. By this time the batteries there had beat 
dowrt'?he .parapet, ^nd fileuced the enepiy’s fire from tlie fort, when 
two. oondpaftjes.of Sepoys fot off on the foil run, and pofted them-, 
folves.jindef'.thobiick facing of the covered way, in a hoHow, wliere 
tdw earth bad not been filled up, as in other parts, ,to th® creft. of 
the-glacis ; fome, more adventurous, jumped over the Wall. ' Still 
tbeigawsifou had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs^ 
^)d;a v^ary imp.erfea breach to mount : but the commfinding officec 
held out ft' flag f of. truce, and opened the gate to a detachment of 
Eurppe;\ns, who haffened up on the firft fight of the flag. They 
imn-iediately raifed the Englith colours on the rampart, and turned 
the guns againft the French and Myforeans, who were advanced 
along the river-fide within the random reach of i>ii mn*lhot. The 
change was received with the curfes of every man ni the French 
army. All the lines flopped involuntarily, and at once, ftricken by 
horror ; and Mr. Lally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns of Aiiancopang. There 
were in the fort 30 Euiopeans, 12 Coffrees, ajid eight pieces of can- 
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the Englifli would have ventured to florm ; and ten minutes 
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage- 
ment to decide its fate. Of all his fuccefles. Colonel Coote deemed 
this the moft fortunate, becaufc Icaft expefted. Neverthelefs, he 
had exerted much ability to place the army in a fitu.ition to make 
the attack in fight of tlie enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing 
unequal to apprehend. 

The firrt arrival of the Myfbreans in the province had .alarmed 
the Prefidency of Madrafs, as much as it forprized the army ; for, 
befides the interruption they might give to the foccefl of the war, 
the Nabob’s revenues were loft wherever their parties appeared ; and, 
as horfo, they m^ht in the back country extend their ravages front/ 
Tritchinopoly to Arcot ; and this detriment was the more dreaded, 
becaufc the company in England, relying on the tr^fures of Bengal, 
4O 2 h.id 
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had determined to fend no bullion to any of their iettlements in 
India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confumed all their incomes, 
and were borrowing money. It was therefore propoied to the 
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march wkh what troops had ac* 
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans 
from the garrifon, in order to protedl; the countries between Gingee 
and Trinomaly, and ail behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of 
the ftrength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come- into 
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diveriion, by marching 
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftrifls of Mylore, 
which confine on the weft ward to thofe of Tritchinopoly, whilfi 
the troops ordered by Mahomed liibof from Madura, fhould keep the 
Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the moft 
probable refburce ; he was ordered to carry it into execution, and 
Tanjore and Tondiman were requeued to pve him what affiftance 
he might require. 

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the 
7th he arrived at Vandivafh ; after loitering there fome days, he 
fuddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the My- 
foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of 
Arcot ; but left 700 of his horfo, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his 
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the aad came with them to the 
army at Perimb^. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry 
of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, an 
eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any European in- 
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were 
of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke them 
to come out and try their ftrength ; but the French infantry ad- 
vanced, and cannonaded from ieven pieces of cannon, which only 
wounded two European gunners. 

The next morning, the Z4th, on intelligence that a large body 
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the wellward to 
efcort provifions. Major Monfon was detached, with all the black 
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poft 
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at Valdofe, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re- 
turn ; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea (hore, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
hedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th. 
All went on to Permacoil ; Major Monfon followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the 28th, when none were remaining there. 
In the mean time. Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah's 
choultry along the fea-fhore, whilft Major Monfon was endea- 
vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had ftruck 
off in feveral parties, feme towards Gingee, others to the north- 
ward, fpreading to colle£t cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be- 
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the 
Englifh army with provifions, were every where confidered by the 
French as enemies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah, 
where they plundered the pettah, and took a lieutenant, who was 
fick, and chancing to be taking the air, having fhot him through 
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how- 
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were 
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and 
30 of their horfe furrendered to him, with which he returned to 
the camp in the evening, where major Monfon’s divifion likewife 
rejoined the fame day ; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched in thefe two divifions. 

The lafi: day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five 
of the company’s fhips from England in the Road of Cuddalore ; 
and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them. 
There were on board of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deficiences which might have happened 
in Draper’s and Coote’s. 

On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of Frenchmen were fent 
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced pofts, which lay 
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1 760. in the Valdore road, about half a mile from the bound-hedge. They 
m irchcd along the Ikirts of tlic Red-hill, and, coming by furpriz«, 

* killed and wounded fevetal, and drove the reft to the bound-hedge. 
The Myforeans, according to their contrad, had delivered all the' 
provifions they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, where , 
they were carefully ftored for future need. The purfuit of Monfon,' 
and the 1'uc.cefs of Eifer, deterred them from going out again in. 
large detachments, and although the Englilh army could not coyer 
tlie ground fulflciently to prevent fmall parties from getting hack, 
with a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all thefe fiipplies 
were unequal to the daily confumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with 
their followers, the Myfore army amounted to this multitude; and 
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque 
necefilary to rediefs it, and their convidions of the fuperiority of the 
Englilh army, as well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to nlque an engagement fmee that event, made them weary 
of their expedition and alliance ; and their Sepoys, forefeeing lefs 
likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horfe, began to defert in 
numbers every day. 

The garrifoii of Gingee had colleded 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out 
from Pondicherry, 1 50 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the 
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this .train, expeding to be 
joined by the Myfore horfe ; who were by this time determined 
to go away to Thiagar, and return no more ; on which, 50 more 
Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached from 
Pondicherryj to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meafures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patroled along the fea-fliore, as 
far as Rangapillah’s choultiy ; from Alamparvah, Martin, with the 
free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched on 
the 1 2th, to lie between Valdore and Permacoil, and were rein- 
forced the next day by 30 huffars with Lieutenant Kircher. Whilft 
thefe. parties were on the north and n. w. Enfign Turner marched 
from Cuddalore to Trivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys 

belong- 
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belonging to that garrifon, in which Major Monfon remained 
with the troops juft arrived from England : fo that the outlets to 
the 8. w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of 
the army lying between Villenore and the Rcd-hill utterly pre- 
cluded the paflage to or from the weft. The convoy from Gingec 
were expedled to fet out on the 12th, but did not until the evening 
of the 13th ; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo- 
nel Coote, who went off at n at night, with all the black cavalry,. 
200 Europeans, the hundred Topafles from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards Killenore. The lame night the 
greateft part of the Mylbre horfe, decamped from tlic glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching fall fell in when it was deep dark 
with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpedtedly met 
no refinance, killed 40, took 200 of their hoife, and 900 bullocks 
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the MyfOreans were not yet out of 
fight; they were retreating in broken parties to the weft- ward. - 
Colonel Coote divided his force in puiluit of them, which leturned 
the fame day with many more bullocks and twoEuiopean prilbncrs. 
One divifion of the Myforeans cfcaped both the encounter and pur- 
fuit. Th^ were at fome diftance in the rear, when the fiont was 
ftopped, on which they immediately turned back, and palling as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fca Ihorc, re- 
gained the bounds of Pondicherry. 

Notwithftanding this lout, it was ftill confidcred as doubtful, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and return with the convoy 
waiting at Gmgee ; and to prevent the continual fatigue of detach- 
ments marching from the camp on every rcpoit, to watch and in- 
tercept their approach, it was determined to poll a force fufficient 
to cope with them feparate from the main body of the army, which . 
continued at Peiimbe. The detachment w'hich had acconipanial the 
Nabob from Mad rafs, when it was Ihppofi'd he intended to keep> 
the field towards Trinomaly, advanced from Vandivalh ; and on the 
J9th encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the hills to th.' call 
of Gmgee, and ten miles north of Valdore; a ftation whicli the 
I convoy* 



AugulK 



The War of Coromahdel. BookXlL 
convoy could not avoid without much circuit and trouble. The 
detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
when the whole amounted to 200 European foot, 50 CofFrees, 500 
Sepoys, 50 European horfe, huflars, and 500 black horfe ; they 
were commanded by Captain Prefton. 

The 500 Myforeans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid 
to venture out again in a body, but in every of the fucceeding nights 
fent off fmall parties, which pafled undifeovered. To ftop thofe 
which remained, two compaiues of Sepoys, with 100 of the black 
horfe, were detached with Enfign Meredith, and took poft at Ran- 
gapillah’s choultry. Another detachment of Sepoys marched the 
fame day from the camp in.queft of a party of Europeans which 
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for ■Gingee, but 
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment 
from the bounds attacked the poft at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the party there to retreat. On the firft notice, two compa- 
nies of Sepoys, and all the grand guard of cavalry, marched to fuf- 
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance. 

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans who had returned 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had efcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
which had aftembled at Thiagar, were marched from thence 
to attack Trinpmaly ; it was therefore concluded, that they would 
make no farther efforts of coniequence to fuccour Pondicherry with 
provilions ; and in this perfuahon, the Prefidency refumed the in- 
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land ; and the Go- 
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Coote on the means. 

The ground between Villenore and Perimb6 wasthebeft on which 
the Englifh army could continue, whilft the Myforeans remained 
with the French ; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous 
approach, afforded feveral ftrong pofts, and was centrically fituated 
for the expedition of detachments to interrupt any which might be 
fent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did 
4 not 
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not fully anfwer the purpofe of a blockade, which was to reduce 
the -town by femine ; for, being five miles diftant, the army was 
not fufficient to form a chain of pofts in a curve of 1 5 miles from 
the fea-foore on the north to the foa-fhore on the fouth of the 
town, clofe, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fweeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, where it ceafes on the bank of the river 
of Ariancopang, which, in two arms, with an ifland bet\veen them, 
fupplies the reft of the barrier to the fouth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the arms of the river, com- 
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for 
a number of cattle, which, if unmolefted, might, whilft the 
Englifh army remained at their prefent diftance, fupply the troops 
and inhabitants with provifions for feveral months ; and the daily 
confumption might be replaced by fmall convoys from without ; fo 
that the enemy could not be feverely diftrefled, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and other ftations in pofleffion 
of the Englifh, would fuffer nothing to remain abroad beyond the 
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe pofts would 
likewile obftruft the introduflion of fupplies in the whole extent of 
' the hedge, and the prefent ftock would remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army fhould be fufficicntly reinforced to recover 
them ; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no probability re- 
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. Neverthclefs the Englifli force was not yet fufficicntly 
fupciiof, even if in pofleffion of the bound-hedge, to open trenche^! 
againft the town ; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation, 
and tranfport of the artillery and ftores, which were all to come 
from Madrafs, could not be accompliflied before the fetting-in 
of the monfoon, which at fartheft might be expefted in the middle 
of Oftober. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the ifliie 
of the fight at fea would determine the future fuccefs of the fiege ; 
if not, their delay muft arife from the want of force to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’s fquadroii ; and in this cafe, it was fcarcely to be doubted 
that fingle fhips, or more, would at any rilque venture with relief 
VoL. II. 4 P in 
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1 760, in the htight of the ftormy weather, in expectation that Ae Engliflr 
‘ .* • fquadron would have left the coafl: to avoid it, as they had done' 

* doling every monfcxin for the laft five years. Thus it became ne- 
ceflary to get poflcffion of the bound-hedge and its ledoubts with- 
out delay ; and then that the Iquadron fhould continue in figlit of 
Pondicheiry through the monfoon, in order to intercept whatfoever 
Ihips might be coming either with troops or provifions : but, pre- 
vious to the attack of the hedge. Colonel Coote thought it neceflary 
to reduce the fort of Aiiancopang, which ftauding on the Ibuth fide 
of the river, almofl: oppofite, although at Itime diftance from the 
tcr'iiioatlon of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the 
ground between, as well as in front down to the ftrand of the fca ; 
h) that from the gai rifon of the town on the one hand, and the 
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation, fuppofing 
t!ie hedge to be taken, could not be completed without moie force 
than the army could fparc from othei paits ; and even then the polls 
eftablilhcd on this fide would be continually expofed to dangerous 
attacks; in tlic mean time, this extent of giound would icmain 
open for the introduction of convoys ; which, detachments from 
the fort of Aiiancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept. The 
force of the Englilh army before the town, exclufive of garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6000 natives, either 
horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number rcqulfite, of 800 Europeans, would leave the main 
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col- 
lected to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the cltort. If 
Ariancopang were invefted by the whole army, they mull move from 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbe, which 
would leave all to the north of Pondicherry open, and admit the 
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the paity 
already at Gingec, would be able to drive Prefton from Rattlagram- 
mon, and bring in, if not the whole, at leaft a confidcrable part 
of the convoy collected there. Thcfe grounds and circumftances Mr. 
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con- 
fcquence of them, reqiiefted that he would land all the marines of 

the 
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the fquadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopaiig, and take 
pofleffion of the bound-hedge ; and that he would detei mine to fe-^ 
main on the coaft wltli the whole fquadron, through the monfoon. 
Mr. Stevens’ was very loth to dcpiive his fhips of their maii-ies dur- 
ing the expeftation of an engagement with the enemy’s I'quadion, 
but at length acquiefeed to thencceffity and impoitance of thc^ fer- 
vice they might render on fhorc ; and promifed without hefitation 
that his fquadron fhould not quit tlie coaft until compelled by irre- 
liftiblc necellity. Accordingly, the marines weie landed at Chiddu- 
lore on the 27th ; they were, including ofEceis, 422 Europeans, 

The Myfbrcans, as foon as they arrived before Tiinomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in wliich they were repulfed with the lofs 
of fifty or fixty men : but continued to invefl the place. Capiaiii 
Preflon, on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 2 ad r.vo 
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye \va)s 111 the 
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th ; and tbedayaftci, the 
enemy in greater foice than before made another afiaulr, in uliuli 
tliey were again beaten off, with the lofs of fixty men, and an of- 
ficer of diftindtion ; the garrifon fallicd as they ictrcatcd, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-picccs, which they had biought I’p and 
ufed in the attack. I'hc whole raifed the fiege immediately, and re- 
'turned to Thiagar. 

Two hundied Europeans, with feme Sepoys, and two guns, 
'inarching round the Rcd-hill in the night of the 23d, cfcapcd the 
-interruption of the Englifli guards, and arrived the next day at 
Gingce ; from whence they fet out again in diffeient paitie?, cfcort- 
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions ; of which fomc v/cic dif- 
perfed by Preftoii, as they were coming out of the hills ; and 300 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Engllfhcamp, 
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfc, lent out to look for 
them ; and none got into Pondicherry : but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regained Gingec with 
very little lofs. Three or four thouland moie bullocks were ready to 
be fubftituted as the convoys font might fail, and it was now deter- 
mined to fond the whole of this colledion together, under the 
4 P 2 foiongcft 
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1 760. ftrongeft efcort that could be rifqued abroad ; accordingly Mr. Lally 
‘ detached 100 of the French cavalry and feveral more companies of 
Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee ; 
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in tliis 
fervice; and he had by much follicitation, and by inducements 
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on the Myforeans to fend back 
800 of their horfe to Gingee, who were likewife to accompany the 
convoy ; and this body of horle arrived there at the fame time as 
the laft detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 
on the 29th, that the convoy with the whole efcort intended to 
fet out from Gingee in the eufuing night ; on which, difpofitions 
were made to oppofc their paflhge. 

The whole of the Red-hill is interfered by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or dif- 
covered from the rifing grounds above : in the middle of the gene- 
ral plot of the Red-hill, ftands one eminence higher than any of 
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove : 
this hillock has dales on each fide of it, which join with others, 
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill 
to the N. w. at the farthefl: diftance from the Englilh camp, from 
the left of which Ihouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Perimbe, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the n. e. and it waa 
three to the n. w. of Pondicherry. This fituation being central for 
the interruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill, 
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
excurfions, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or- 
dered a redoubt to be raifed there, which was finilhed in the day. Left 
the convoy Ihould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the 
river of Ariancopang, the whole body of marines, which were ftill 
remaining at Cuddalore, were ordered to march fome miles from 
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance fix' companies of Se- 
poys beyond them towards Trivadi ; whilft fcouts from the camp 
patrolcd between the two rivers : and, to watch the convoy if com- 
ing by the diredt road from the weft, feveral companies of Sepoys 
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy fet 
7 out 
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out from hence on the 29th, the day appointed ; but Captain Preftoii 
havbg two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fituated 
at the opening of the hills, polled a ftrong guard there, which the 
enemy miibking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after- 
wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the Bnglifli camp, re- 
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops. 

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s 
Ihips, convoying feveiul of the Company’s from England. Of the 
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of 
the line. In the Company’s fliips were part of a Highland regiment, 
fupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
fent to India. Thefe mighty aids witnefled in this quarter of the 
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever necelTary, in every other, the 
fuperior energy of that mind, who poffeffing equally the confidence 
of his fovereign and the nation, conduced the arduous and exten- 
live war in. which they were engaged againft their great and only 
rival.- 

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and 
inveft the fort of Ariancopang ; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com- 
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as thcrprincipal inducement to land the marines of 
the fquadron ; and Colonel Coote, not to. dilguft pertinacity, when 
concurrence was fo nccefl’ary, countermanded the detachment. 

Mr. Lally received information, that the detachment had been 
paraded, and fufpeded the fervice for which it had been intended. 
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh army entertained of 
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would foon be followed 1 
by feme real blow of equal detriment, if they were not immediate- 
ly convinced, that his own war capable of more than adling on the 
defenfive. He refolved to attack their camp by furprize on the 
night of the 4th, and his difpofitions were made with much Ikill - 
and fagacity. 

In the three fhips at anchor before the town,, were 150 European 
mariners; they were all landed, andLafcars fent oa board. T'hcte 

Euroi 
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i*6o. -Euroixjans, with fotne Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
— ' ill the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might 
«i,au.^Lr. intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who 

were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts 
which mounted cannon. By the detachments lately fent abroad, 
the whole foice that could march on the prclcnt fervice were 1400 
Euiopcan infantry, 100 European hoife, and 900 Sepoys. The 
hittahon of India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to 
300 rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fbi-t 
ot Aiianeopang; the Portugueze company, which was likewife 
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with 
fome Sepoys, were quaiteicd in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the bound-hedge in the road towaids the Valdore redoubt ; 
the regiments of Terrain and Lally, 500 men, the marines of the 
fquadron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were m the town ; the hoife were 
diftiibuted in different patroles. The gates of the town were fhut 
early, and opened again at ten at night ; and althoqgh Colonel 
Coote entertained fpies and correfpondeuts in the town, not one of 
them acquired the lead furmife of Mr. Lally’s intentions, or fuf- 
pe<ded any unufual operation. 

The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties, 
told off in equal numbers of each. They pioceeded to the Val- 
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub- 
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdoie 
redoubt, the fitft party foon turned to the right, to gain the 
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt ; 
in which, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot of the out- 
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the 
Englifli redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 
were the third {iib-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three 
2 lines 
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lines oif the Valdore avenue, difperfing what jiatroles and out-guatds 1 760. 
might be in the way, and to take poft at the jundion of this avenue n' — ^ 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of 
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di- 
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this 
^'illage, where a deep watcr-courfe crofled the avenue, and had a bridge 
over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here 
Lorrain halted, whdft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the 
left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the 
Faiglifli redoubt in this avenue ; to which Lorrain was to ad\ ance 
Ai eight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car- 
ried, the Portuguese company, with the Sepoys, which were the 
third fub-divifion of the attack to the right, were to join, and, 
with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the 
retrenchment in the Vdlcnore avenue which flood in the fame paral- 
lel as that in the avenue of Oulgarry; but the Villenore ictrcncli- 
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Bartliel- 
mi’s ; in which were hkewlfe pofted a ftrong guard with fomc field- 
pieces. When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the 
troops of this attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs of 
another attack on theii left, which was to be made by the India 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon, They were to maich 
from the fort of Ariancopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un- 
der the fort of Villenore ; but were to leave two field-pieces on the 
plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat. 

As foon as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the 
Oulgarry road, the redoubt on tJie hillock, and the tamarind 
redoubt, thefe troops were to advance fiom the village in which they 
w'ere halting, and proceed along a fhort road w’hich would bring 
them to the termination of the Villcnoie avenue, and exa<flly in the 
rear of the right flank of the Englilli encampment ; on which 
they were to fell with the utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that 
tlie other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into difordcr, 

by 
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1 760. by the imcertainty and diftraftion of what and where fuccours were 

’ — «r— ' to be fent. Mr. Lally, with a guard of horfe, remained at the bridge 

epwiu tr. Oulgarry. Calculation had been made, when all the troops 
would arrive within equal reach of their refpcftive attacks, where 
they were to wait in filertce for the fignal of two (ky-rockets, which 
were to be thrown up at Oulgarry, when all were to advance to the 
attacks allotted them. 

The (ky-rockets were ftiot off a little before midnight, and foon 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama- 
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of 
Oulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repulfed ; but 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil- 
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the reft of 
the guard driven out, nor did they rally ; which gave the enemy 
time to cany off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano- 
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re- 
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were 
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down troops to that 
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inftead of 
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to fuftain the other redoubt ; 
againft which Lorrain and Lally’s perfifted until eight fergeants, be- 
fides common men, of Lally’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear- 
ing no figns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englilh 
camp, drew off. This divifion, by feme unaccountable error, inftead of 
advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano- 
ther a mile to the fouth of it, not far from the river, and in a line 
with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, they 
had not time, after the fky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground 
of their attack, before the three others were either repulfed or ceafed. 
They were led by D’Harambure, who had always behaved hitherto 
with gallantry, and efpecially during thj march of Mr. Law’s re- 
inforcement to Hyderabad in 1756; but Mr. Lally, with the 
ulual feverity of his prejudices, Imputed the failure to a defign, as 
the commander of the Company’s troops, of fruftrating the honour 
which would have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort 

he 



iio^k XII.' Pondicherry. 65 ^ 

effort he vtras making fucceeded to his expeftation. About twenty 1760. 
Sepoys were killed and wounded of the Englilh troops, but fewer g'f 
Europeans, Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be ''*****” 
killed, and moft of them either in Lorrain or Lally’s ; four were 
made piifbners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen 
opening the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, 
in which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards furrendered 
to Clive at Volcondah. 

The Ihips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from 
the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Monfon to the 
rank of lieutenaiat colonels, with prior date to Colonel Coote ; but 
both were ordered not to affert their commiffions whilfl he remained 
on the coaft. Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in- 
tended he fhould remove as foon as might be to his original and 
eftablifhed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue 
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im- 
mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and went 
thither himfelf, and requefted to proceed with his whole regiment to 
Bengal. The Prefidency remonftrated againft the detriment, and 
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondichciry muft be raifed if 
thefe troops were taken away : on which Coote confented to leave 
them. 


End of the Twelfth Book. 
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C OLONEL Monfon being now mafter of his own views, car- 

ried into execution an operation which he had piopofed in the v_4 — ' 
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his September, 
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang. 

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, ia ftrengthened by four redoubts ; one on the north, 
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft 
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and the 
fourth ftands directly fouth-weft of the fame point. Ah took their 
names from their fituations ; the north was called the Madrafs re- 
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villcnore, and that to 
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re- 
doubt led the road and avenue, which paffed through the center of 
the Englifti camp at Perimbe, and about a mile*from the hedge this 
avenue leads througli the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi- 
cherry, and a church belonging to the jefuits. The regiment of 
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did not aflcmblc both to- 
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in this village fincc the 
late attack on the camp. The marines, 300 men, were within the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdoie with the part of the hedge 
on each hand. The battalion of India, confifting of 500 men, were 
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be- 
tween them. The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madrafs re- 
4 Q 3 doubt, 
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doubt, as being at the fartheft diftance from the Englifli camp, was 
trufted to the Sepoys. The horfe, ftill only 100 riders, were dif- 
perfed in different ports round the dimits. The rert of the army, 
which, exclufive of the jgarrifon of Gingee and its out-ports, conlirted 
of 500 European foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were 
abroad, moft of -them waiting* to efcort the provifions cdiletrted at 
’Gingee. 

At midnight the whole of the Englifh army were under arms ; 
a proportional' number from each of the diflerent bodies were left 
to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was 
divided into two brigades, of which the principal officers had tlw 
day before reconnoitred the ground of their refpeftive attacks as 
Hear as the enemy’s out-ports would admit. The' regiments of 
Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the 
marines, the 150 highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field- 
pieces, marched off their groutid from the left of the camp at 
three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they 
were to take a large circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, coming 
out where ncarert, were to atstack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft 
fide of the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
divifions ; the gienadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command of major Robert Gordon ; major William Gordon 
commanded the tear divifion, and colonel Monfon the whole of this 
attack. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion 
800, the two French companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 350 
Europeans and TopalTes, 600 Sepoys, and four field-pieces. They were 
to march from the right, and attack the enemy’s troops ported in Oul- 
garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and feize ‘the Villenore 
redoubt. Jofeph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 
was the firft officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and a 
few days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madrals 
to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. The cavalry, black 
as well as white, were intended to appear before the Ariaucopang 
redoubt during the two other attacks, in order to prevent the troops 
there from fending detachments to fupport them. 

,2 
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Majoi: Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than 
Monfon’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy’s 
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarry lay acrofs the ave- 
nue,, and they had an advanced poft in a garden beyond, but a little 
to th<i ti^tr of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 
dilBo^eiy of his brigade, as well as the direft fire of the entrenchment 
al^g the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore, 
as fer as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come 
down ; the line then turned and palled through the garden, which 
brought them half the diftance between the two avenues, when 
the brigade ftruck down through the intervals of fome inclo- 
fures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence 
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverie; but the two 
French companieswerefentoff immediately from thegarden tocrofs the 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced poft on the 
other fide of this avenue ; but were not to begin their attack, before 
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for 
ibme black fellows belonging to the French troops, who were afleep 
in the ftreets of a ruined hamlet which ftood oppofite to the angle 
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the field-pieces 
which moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to 
the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim, 
as the day had begun to dawn. The Englilh field-pieces, which 
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to 
anfwcr them, and weie fupported by a part of the line; whilft 
the reft paffed on to gain the flank of the village of Oul- 
garry : when oppofite to it, divifions were detached to attack the en- 
clofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mean time, 
the two French companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced 
poft on the other fide of the road, and fei/cd four pieces of cannon 
which were there, on which the party ftationed witli them retreated 
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgariy, who, dilpiiited by 
.their rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the enclofiires, and 

. ceafed 
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1760. ccafcd firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment acrofe the avenue, 
— ' Major Smith perceived this wavering, fignified it to his troops ; and 
wcp cm er. himfelf at the head of the grenadiers. Wherever he coijunanded, 
afFed^ion to the man confpired with duty to the officer. The grena- 
diers rufhed on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 
and fell amongft the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible im- 
petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they had furmounted : all 
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs 
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to fpike up the can- 
non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a riling 
ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towards the 
bound-hedge. The main body of the brigade took pofteftion of Oul- 
garrv, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers, 
which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a body of 
Europeans were deferied advancing direftly towards Oulgarry, in the 
plain between this and theValdore avenue : their diftinftions could not 
be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on the riling 
ground rendered their appearance very fufpicious. Meflengers after 
meffengers were fent to difeover whether they were friends or foes, 
but none returned before Major William Gordon himfelf came, and 
gave an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Monfon’s brigade, 
which he commanded, had feparated from the van amongft the 
fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering about until 
they heard the fire of the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had 
haftened to give afliftance ; but it was now too late ; otherwife his 
error might have been retrieved by the important fervice of inter- 
cepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion of their 
flight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probability 
have been deftroyed to a man : during his report, ftrong firing 
was heard at the Valdore redoubt. 

It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon’s brigade 
difeovered the feparation of the rear, which by turning wrong had 
got into windings leading towards the plain ; and Colonel Monfon, 
apprehenfive that the rejundion could not be made before the dawn 
I of 
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of day, which was the time deftined for the attack of the Valdoie 1 760. 
redoubt, judicipufly determined to riique it with the van divifion of g 
his brigade alone. They defiled out of the land hill exadtly right, 
whilft it was ftill dark, at an opening direftly on a line with the 
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the 
road, when near, leads in a lane between two enclofures towards 
the flank of the redoubt. Two 'field-pieces were in the front of 
the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Draper 
and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then 
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monlbn knewt he ground, and 
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane 
between the enclofures, fiiould pafs through the enclofure on the 
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch 
and hedge of little interruption ; and the ground within was not 
only firm, but free ftom underwood, and the trees themfelves have 
no branches. When paft the garden, they were to proceed ftraight 
on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having 
crofled it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left flank 
of the Valdore redoubt ; where, if not difeovered, they could not 
be expefted, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as 
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifiidoes at 
the bottom, and fix embrafurcs, of which the parapet was fraized. 

The grenadiers were to rufh on, and cfcalade the redoubt without 
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and 
part to fpread along the bound-hedge, and to force tlieir way through 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expe» 3 :cd to line 
and defend the other fide ; the two field-pieces were llkewife to aflift 
in this fervice after the grenadiers had palled them to tlic cfcalade. 

The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at 
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon- 
fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers 
to the a&iult, was not prefent . and the grenadiers, wanting orders, 
naturally entered the lane wliich lay before them. Officers were 
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1 760. fent lack to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to do*' 

Septeoibu. Monfon,'exafperated at this lecond miildke in the condufb of his 
brigade, ran fonvard to re< 5 lify it if poilible, or to put himfelf at the 
head of tlic grenadiers, and lead the alTault. Jud as he reached 
them, the enemy difcovered the line which had got to the end of 
the- lane, within a bundled yards of the redoubt, which in this flankf 
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with langrain. They 
fired it, and its- execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and ' 
wounding 26 ; amongft'thfem Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with’ a 
piece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers^ 
inftead of being difmayed, or now hefitating'for want of order, of 
their own motion, rufhed to the efcalade ; and the officers, of their 
own judgement, got the line as faft as they could out of the en-» - 
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack' and de<* 
fence foon became general and extenfive ; but -the affault of the 
grenadiers flopped the firing of -the cannon from the redoubt, which 
otherwife would have, continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedge. The grenadiers, although feverely galled by mulketry from . 
above and in flank, perfifled after feveral lepulfes, and at length 
. forced their way through the embrafurcs of the redoubt, when the 
troops witliin- quitted it, and ran out of the gorge; on which all 
defending the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the whole 
hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town. 

The regiments of< Lorran and Lally cemtinued feme minutes on 
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the troops of Major WilUam Gordon’s dmfion might be ; but 
remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt, 
when comprehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they 
marched off in-hafte, regained the avenue, and. retreated to the re- 
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediateLy followed them with 
his brigade, preffing fo clofe on their rear, that they paffed through 
the winding of the hedge, vritHout flopping to defend or reinforce 
the redoubt ; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif- 
eharging the guns of their loads upon the brigade as it was advanc- 

ing 
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ing to thepoft, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the 1760. 
town. Major South immediately took polTeinon of the redoubts, s^TJ^mber. 
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commanded by Major 
Scot, who b^onging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villcnore redoubts. 

The battalion of India ftill continued at or about the Ariancopang 
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; b'd^ were de- 
terred from m^ihg any motion to fupport the other pofts^ in ex- 
peftation of being attacked themfelves: this however did notlia^pen; 
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vaflerot,' who 
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the 
other two Ihould commence, did not appear upon their ground until 
all was finifhed. There was a fmall opening in the hedge about a 
quarter of a mile from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrench- 
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard, 
who abandoned it on the appearance of a jarty whi<?h Major Smith 
detached along the infideof the hedge to* attack them in the rear. 

The total lofs fuftained in the two attacks, were 1 1^5 Europeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but 
in Monfon^ heavieft amongft the grenadiers, of whom, befides rank 
and file, a lijfeutcnant and an enfign were killed. The Sepoys fuffored 
much Icfs, having been very little expofed. The French lofs was 
not known ; but they fuffered moft at the attacks of Oulgarry, where 
fome'were fekewife made prifoners. 

The Boi|ibay detachment of 350 men were ftationed to guard 
the three pofts in the hedge, and the body of the army aflembled 
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry. The 
iituation was ill chofen, being commanded by higher grounds, 
and liable to be fwamped on the firft rain ; but the talents of Major 
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which 
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was 
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the 
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, fliould remain in 
the village of Oulgarry to cover the three pofts in the hedge ; 
and that their gorges, which were open, fliould be retrenched, 

VoL. II. 4 R without 
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i7/>o. withotit delfty, and fuiRcibnt day remained, to accompliih the- 
>-yv — » work ; but RobWt Gordbti, from the frlfe fliartie of ignorance, vifbuld 
rj'tcmhcf. ^ ncceflity : and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 
figoibua attack on all the three polls, which they would have car- 
ried, had not the guards, defended them, as dearly purchafed, with 
the utmoll refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp, 
Ivhen the enemy retreated. Seventeeh or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment were killed in this defence ; the enemy’s lofs 
was not known, but could not be lefs- Had they attacked with^ 
their whole force, the redoubt would have been retaken, for the 
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage of defences on the 
lide towards the town, and the main body of the army, exhaufted 
with fatigue, and dead with deep, were at too great a dillance to 
have come up in time to lhare the con tell. 

Two days after, the battalion of India retreated from their llations 
at the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt ; but the ufual guard 
continued in the redoubt, and the ufual gkrilbn in the fort of Ari- 
ancopang on the other dde of the river. But the enemy receiving 
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the 
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off fprung a mine, which blew up the ballion to the 
«fall with part of the rampart, and laid the body of the place open. 
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main body of 
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of 
feveral fmall efcorts with provifions, which the removal of the 
Englilh army from Pferimbe had encouraged to venture round the 
Red Hill ; the guard Hill continued at the redoubt of Ariancopang. 

The troops which Mahomed IlToof appointed to attack the diftrifts 
of Dindigul from Madura, were 500 horfe, 1500 Sepoys, and 3000. 
Peons ; but as moll of them had firll to march from Timiivelly, 
it was the middle of July before they commenced hollilities, when 
paffing by Sholavanden, they reduced feveral fmall polls, command-^ 
ing defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more con- 
riderable fort, called Battal Gunta, iz miles to the s. e. of Dindigul, 
which made more rdifiance;' and the troops of Madura having only 

fmall 
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ftnall guiis^ with thuch difficult; made a kind of breach, which 
they ftormed, and carried on the firft day of Auguft ; and imme- 
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not compleated 
them before the troops of Dtndigul were reinforced from Mvfore, 
and taking the field encamped within fight of Battal Gunta, in 
which th6 troops of Madura had kept a garrifon, but the main body 
lay without the walls. 

The equipment and departure of the troops which^ ^cti^^nied 
the Nabob into the Carnatic, and the fubfequent affifiances ^t to 
K.iiical, had left the government and garrifon of Tiitchinopoly ib 
bare of men, money, and ftores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
undertake the expedition he had propofed againftthe Myibreans, 
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intirely on his 
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Cdote ap- 
proved and recommended to him the moft aftive exertions againft 
the Myfore territory, he received no affiftance either of money from 
the one nor of troops from the other ; (b that the preparations ne- 
ceflary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until 
the 6th of Auguft. His force was 50 Europeans, With two guni» 
and four cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopolyi 
600 horfe, and 1000 peons armed with match-locks, inoftly fent 
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tanjore ; aiid 
3000 colleri6s from the neighbouring Polygars, who were content 
to ferve on vfery (light ftipend, in expeftation of ample plunder in the 
fertile diftridls they were going to invade. This army proceeded along 
the foutherrf bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi- 
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of this river, about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diftrifts, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myibreans, when his allies, in the war of 1 753. 

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops 
were marching from Seringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at 
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expeftitioii of relief, 
ftood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
Smith to raife a battery, which, having ‘ftOthing but field-pieces 
to mount, would not have (bon produced much efte£t: but, by 
4R a the 
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1760. the time the battery opened^ the garrifon had laviflied away all 

their powder, and capitulated. The lofs fuftained in the attack 
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with 
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, pailed the Caveri to reduce Iloor, 
a fort lituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he 
marched againft Caroor, the principal objedl of his expedition. 

Caroor is lituated 50 miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a 
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near another river, 
which fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. The river of 
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi- 
nopoly and Myfore ; and this conterminal fituation, under the fe- 
curity of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftridl, 
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu- 
lence, and it ftill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants. 
The river continues at the (hftance of 800 yards oppofite to the 
fouth fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, tutnsfhort, andftrikes 
direftly eaft : along this part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank, 
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river 
on the fouth fide ; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it 
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is 
500 yards acrofs. This ground is interfered by two water-cpurfes 
derived from the river to the foutli, one of which pafles clofe to the 
weft fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
the river to the eaft, and thus ferves a^ a ditch on the w. and n; the 
other water-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and 
ftretches to the north much ferthcr out into the plain. The whole 
of the pettah is inclol^ by a mud wall with towers, but of little 
defence. 

The fort is built of ftone, and is nearly a fquare of 600 yards. It 
has fquare towers in the curtain, and baftions at the four angles, 
behind each of which ftands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma^ 
fonry, which rifos ten feet higher than the baftion. The whole fort 
is furrounded by a dry ditch, of which the counterfcai|> is fetw 
4 wth 
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with iboe } 9n4'6n the other, fide is lined by the foot of th? ciaiA 1760, 
wall of the curtaini without benji or ^uflebraye ; excepting aloi^^^ rP^ 
that part of the rampart,, xyhich extends from the of the great - 
gateway in the middl^e, ofjfljg wftern fide to the baftioj^ in the n. e. 
angie, and round jtjlj^way along the northern wall ; m which 
extent a flip of di3r;gr5t^d, 20 yards broad on the .caftem fide, 
and 40 on the nortbelp,^ is left as a place of arms, and with 

a parapet wall, with loop-holes for mufketry ; and round th|U yij:all, 
the ditch, leaving the body of the fort, continues. There 
glacis, but a clear efplanade of 400 yards round. The garriiibft, 
confifted of 800 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a great multitude of colleries which had been drawn from the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were aflembled in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain 
Smith’s detachmeht, which came in fight on the 1 7th, in the morn- 
ing, approaching from the eaftward : the river, although it had no 
where more than three feet water, was three hundred ^yards in 
breadth. 

The iieceffity of preferving the communii^tion with'TritchinopoIy 
required that the army ftiould command the river during the at- 
tack of the fo|t ; which if advancing from a different point of fop- 
port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weftern fece; 
and as the pofeffion of the pettah would bell fecure the river. Cap.? 
tain Smith prpdently made this his firft objefl. If tho pettah were 
attacked on the eaftern fide, the river was to be paflTed under the fire 
of this front : ,if on the north or fouth, the attack wpufd be .ex- 
pofed to the widitional fire in flant or flank from the fort ; whicli 
outyailed the^paflage of the river, as the ground on the eaftem 
fhore was higher than the eaftern face of the pettah, which de- 
fended the paffage. Accordingly the attack was made on tliis 
fide. The field pieces were polled in the higher ground. The troops 
were formed into three divifions. The cavalry comp'ofed the left.; 
the auxiliary foot the right ; the Sepoys and Europeans the center. 

All entered the river in this order, (uppprted by a brifk fire from the 
artillery. The enemy feemed dilpofed to difpute tlie palfage, and 

from 
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from the rampaft 6f the pettah kept up a conftant but ah^reaed fire 
againft the center divifion ; but the cannon-fliot penetrating throu^ 
their parapet did much execution, and feeing the columns to the 
right and left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap- 
prehenfive that their retreat to the fort might be expofed to thefe 
bodies of horfe and foot -on each hand ; and abandoned the deftnee, 
returning to the fort before either of the columns had crofled the 
river; but they had killed and wounded fome Sepoys in the paflage. 

The plunder was given up to the troops without referve ; but they 
found little of any value, excepting grain, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to feud it away. The ftrength of the fort, and 
the fmall number of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
neverthelefs, the fuccefs of the attack muft depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution ncceffary to their prefervation, 
by opening trenches ; and more artillery was ordered from Tritchi- 
nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point of 
attack againft the Ibuth-eaft baftion, and as ufual againft its fa- 
-lient angle : the efplanade in this line was interrupted about half 
way between the pett^ and the ditch by fome ftraw huts, to which 
the enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls ftanding. The next 
morning, which was the 20th, a party of Sepoys were pofted there, 
but a ftrong iaily of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained in the poft ; the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them from it, and it was again taken pofleflion of by the Sepoys: 
in a few hours the enemy made a fecond attempt, but were beaten 
off with lofs. The fituation being cxaftly proper for the breaching^ 
battery, an entrenchment was thrown round it, and a trench of 
communication continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from the fire of the fort, which was inceflant, as well from 
their cannon as fmall arms. On the 23d the artillery with much 
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly ; they were one eighteen- 
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch 
mortar, with five cohorns ; and by the next morning the brcaching- 
Jbattery was compfoated, and another in the rear to the right, to en- 
filade 
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Hlade the teh curtain with ricochet. Both opened at iun-ri(e^ 1760. 
the breaching wth fix guns, the mortars and cohorns ; the ricochet ‘ oaSbw. 
with two field-pieces ; the fort returned with firmnefs, .and with 
much vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. baf- 
tion and cav^er on the left, and from the mals of malbnry of the 
gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were carried 
on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy’s 
mufquetry growing ftrong and fure, Captain SiAith ordered the re- 
mainder of the trenches to be conducted by double fap, which is 
with earth and gabions on each fide. The Imall number of Euro- 
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moft of them in 
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as 
well as by day, rendered the progrefs of the double fap extreme- 
ly tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed in carrying 
it, although not- more than 200 yards of work, to embrace the 
angle of the counterfcarp, and to fpring a mine, which blew it 
into the ditch. 

It was perhaps the firft time that the Myforcans had ever feen an 
enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, and notwith- 
flanding the novelty of the attack, they fufpefled, which was true, 
that the fort might be entered by the fame means ; this apprehenfion, 
with the ruin that had been comnutted in a large traft of country 
round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe of Tondiman and 
Tanjore, and t^e whole body of coUeries, who had every day been 
maldng excurfioiis, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the 
ceflation of hofiilities. He began by difavowing any participation 
of the King with the body of troops which had joined the French 
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder Ally, whom he ftilcd a rebel, 
the author of that alliance and expedition ; in confequence, he 
wanted a temporary and conditional furrender. Several meflages 
paifed, in the intervals of which the attack and defence was re- 
newed ; at length the eighteen-pounder, the only piece of effectual 
battery, burft, and the bre.ich was not yet pradicable, which in- 
duced Captain Smith to agree to the following conditions : “ Ti hat 
*'• anEnglifli' ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, fiiould immediately be put 
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“ ill poHedion -of the baftion attacked, and the Engliih colours 
“ hoifted in the fort. That the Englifli army Ihould remain in the 
“ pet^ahjt^or any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at the 
“ coupterfearp of the ditch, for twenty days ; during which, if no 
“ orders arrived from Madrafe to deliver the fort ag^n to the gover- 

nor, it was to be evacuated by 'the garrifon, who, in conhderation 
- “ of their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and horfes ; 
“ but all provifions and ftores belonging to the government of 
“ My fore were to be left in the fort. If in this interval an aimy ap- 
“ proached from Mylbre, thegarrilbn were in like manner to evacuate 
“ the fort to the Englifli troops : four hoftages were to be given by 
“ the garrifon, until the conditions were ultimately dt,cided, and an 
“ European deferter was to be furrendered.” This capitulation was 
flgned on the ad of September, and the Englifli Sepoys immediately 
took pofleffioii of the baftion attacked. 

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
the fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in 
the afliftance which Hyder Ally had fent to the government of Pon- 
dicherry; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles .of capi- 
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, preferred to 
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
there wait the orders of Seringapatam, and Fort St. George ; to which 
Captain Smith xonfented under the reftriiftion, that none of the 
garrifon fliould aft againft the Englifli until the fate of Caroor was 
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops 
evacuated the place the fa.me day. The acquifition was valuable and 
important ; for, befides that its revenues amounted to 44,000 L a 
year, it highly aggravated the refentment of the miniftry of My- 
fore againft Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs. 

Hoftiliries had continued in this interval between the Myforeans of 
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. The Myforeans continued l|(e 
attack of Battle Gunta for fix days, and having driven away the troop's 
which fupported it without, carried the fort itfelf by aflault ; but 
the defence had been maintained with refolution ; for in the coUrfo 
of it 30 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had been killed and wounded^ and 

of 
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of the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The , 1760. 

Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah, ' 

one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there 
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole 
body equal to the Myforeans, againO; whom they marched, beat up 
their camp, took their artillery, recovered poffeffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other pofts towards Dindigul. 

The capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the 1 3th of Septem- 
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton, 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French 
tioops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage ; 
and on the i ith the French troops followed, both proceeding in the 
road to Thiagar. The prefidency were by this time convinced that 
the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance ; but 
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, or that 
Hyder, as was moff probable, would predominate ; and in either of 
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the Myfore ftate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations, 
againft which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft indemnity. 

They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep poffeffion, ftill with 
profeffion of amity to the king, but neither to give any affiilrance, 
nor oppofe any force which tlie king might fend againft Hydei- 
Ally, but isather to employ his detachment lepaiately againft the 
troops of Hyder Ally, if the oppoituuity Ihould occur. 

Colonel ^oote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of 
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and w ith it 
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he uas likely 
to remain for feveral months of ailing in the field, and u quelled 
that Colonel Coote might refume the command of tlic aim}'. 

The Prefidency fecoiwling the requeft, he ronfented, and ai- 
rived in the camp on the night of the 20th ; where he found 
the army in the gieateft difeontent, efpecially the black troops, for 
the want of provifionsj owmg to the avarice of the renteis appointed 
by |the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, ^rcfeelng that the 
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1760. price of grain wOuld rife, fuffered none to be brought to the camp, 
Septdbbcr likewife prevailed^ and with the wounded there were 600 

Europeans in the hofpital. 

The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorges of the redoubts in 
the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed pofts in proper fiations in 
the higher ground round the camp : from whence on the zjd, a 
detachment of 200 rank and file, with the company of pioneers, 
a great number of cooleys and carpenters, marched to a hillock of 
fond, which flood half a mile from the fea, and at the diflance of a 
mila direflly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of 
the bound-hedge. Here th^ were to remain, and raile a large re- 
doubt on the table of tlie hill, capable of containing five hundred 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon. Colonel Coote advanced, 
mth his ufual efcort of three conopanies of Sepoys, and 500 
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the 
guard took panic, and firing off the guns before the> party were 
within point-blank-(hot, abandoned the port, of which Colonel 
Coote took poflcflion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in 
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whofe 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw Ihells, but without 
effeft, and the gorge was compleated the next night. Early in the 
morning of the 29th, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfed, until 
they perceived two companies of Sepoys marching on their right 
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early 
abroad, had fent from the Valdore redoubt;!^ on which tlie. 
enemy retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the 
Sepoys, who were themfelves expofed to a ftrong, but diftant fire 
from the town. The enemy had two officers and feven private killed, 
and the adjutant of the Lornun regiment with 18 wounded. None 
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain. 
Fifty Europeans were apptfinted to be the guard in future, as fuffi* 
cieut for the fudden defence, until reinforced ; and more would have 
2 been 
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hc^a unnecefTarily expolEed to the Hre of ihot and Chells, which cow* iy 6 o, 
tinned and reached from the town. — * 

In that part of the limits, which is imrnet^ately behind the Ma» 
drafs redoubt, was a regular vill^e of iemal Greets, called, from 
its intention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchafcd for 
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoufea 
were built in the village to receive them. As thefe buildings would 
not only al^rd Ihelter but convenience to the Engliih troops, the 
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrafs re- 
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolilh on the 
30th of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and 
faw the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual elcort of 
Sepoys and black borfe, as if he only noeait to review the progrefs 
of the redoubt he had ordered to be rsufed to the north of the 
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week. 

After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded 
with the tticort along the ftrand of the Tea, towards the limits 
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound- 
hedge ceafeth at fbme diftance from the water-mark, and left an 
opening on the fxnd<, which the enemy had neglefbed to clofe or 
obftru£l. As foon as near this opening. Colonel Coote ordered the 
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with 
them ; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they 
were led to fuch an attack, boggled ; on which he ordq'ed the horfe 
to cut down whoever refufed to advance, or attempted to run away ; 
apd the Sepoys, aihamed of their backwardnefs, recovered tl:ic]r 
ipirit. 'Pwo df the diviiionfs went off to the xight, one to foice 
througjh the faouDil-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt 
on its left, the other to attack the redoubt itlelf, wliUft Colonel 
Coote with Jof^h Smith remained along the fea-lhorc, ready to 
pulh, and gain the rear of tlic hedge, and all the three attacks were 
to be made at the 6ime time. There were fome fmall pieces of 
cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infide 
of the liedge, all- of which kept up a conftant lire, but at too great 
a diftance, whilft tlvc two parties lent to the right were advancing 
4 S 2 to 
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to the ground oppofite their refpe^tive attacks. All bore down 
properly, as it had been concerted, Colonel Coote’s attack 
eafily pulhed round, and that on the right through the hedge; 
and as Toon as within both advanced, driving the guards beibre 
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, againft which the divifion- 
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and 
refiftance to encounter ; but as foon as the guard faw the danger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the 
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the warehoufes of the bleaching 
town, which ftood within 200 yards inclofed with a high wall. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different 
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the 
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
poft, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fent off a party of pio- 
neers with gabions and fafeines under the command of Enlign Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt ; but they 
were firft to proceed to Major Smith's poft, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldiers : but 
Macmahon, miftaking his orders, did not call for this neceffary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all the other occupations of 
man, negleft rarely fails to bring on its own punilhment. 

At midnight, whilft the pimieers were at work, they were fud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from 
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firft onfet, in which Enfign' 
Macmahon was killed ; and the pioneers, furprized and defencelefs, 
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were witl^ the redoubt 
jumped out ; but the greateft part, who were ftationed round, en- 
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and 
gained the plain at fome diftance without fright, where they formed, 
under his direflion, and followed him to recover the poft. They 
mounted the outfide of the rampart, gained footing on the infide, 
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area Mow, efpecially 
towards the gorge. The enemy imputed this refolution to 
much |;reater numbers than they expe^ed, and than really were at 

the 
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thepoft,and m‘thU fuppofition retreated to the hleaching-houfe. 
Soon after came up a ftrong party of Europeans detached on the firft 
firing by Major Smith from his. poft to the north. In the different 
afiions from the firft aflault, three private Europeans^, befides enfign 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next morning credit a battery of four pieces of cannon 
at the end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherie, lead- 
ing as well as that in a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt, on 
which they continued firing two days without killing any of rhc 
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted ; fome muf- 
ketry ftill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were driven out the 
next day, and abandoned the village. 

The acquifition of the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poffef- 
fion of the bound-hedge from the fca-foore to the north, as far as 
the river of Ariancopang to the s. e. ; and turned againft the town, 
with every advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its 
defence. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river,, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the 
river fpreading over flreets of fand, which were often dry, was at all 
times, excepting in the rainy foafon, fordable ; and to focure the 
pafiage, Mr. Lftly had fome months before erefted a redoubt which 
he cdled St. Thomas in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite 
to the center of this face of the town, and about 300 yards from the 
walk. The rakis were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im- 
mediately taken poffelfion of, could not be maintained by the Englifli, 
army after the river fhould fill, and as ufual overflow the country ; 
for which reafim Colonel Coote deferred the reduftion of it, until 
the rains were pafled. In the mean rime efforts were ftill to be 
apprehended to bring provifions into the town ; for the French 
troops„ which had followed the laft divifion of the Myforeans to 
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body of the 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of their 
departure to their own country. 

The French force which had manched to Thiagar, was 40Q 
European foot, 950 European horfe, and 1000 Sepoys. The 

little 
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little army of obfervation, under the eommahd of Captain 
Prdlon, was not equal to an open encounter with this force ; he, 
however, with his iifual adlivity, ddrcmuned to give them all the 
interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Marth), who, with 
< the free company of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of 
VentivaJum in the hills to the fouth of Giti^, to hang in the rear 
, of the enemy’s march ; and moved him^^f with the main body of his 
divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motiwis at Vicravandi, 
left they Ihould turn, and lay wafte the -recovered diftri<£ls between 
, this place and Verdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and ufing 
. the night, picked up twelve Europeans of the French troops. They 
. reached tlie Panar juft as it was fwelled by a fudden flood ; and per- 
fifting neverthelefs to crofs it, feme of them were carried away and 
drowned in the ftream, which the Myforeans had pa^d with eafe 
before the frefties came down. As foon as Prefton was arrived at 
Vicravandi, the garrifon rermining at Gingee marched and afihult- 
ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies of 
Sepoys, who defended the poft with refolution, and obliged the 
enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made 
prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myforeans were affembled at Thiagar, returned from Vicra- 
vandi to Raltagramraon, kft they 'ftiould return fuddenly during 
his abfeace, and attempt to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of 
bullocks which ftill continued at Gingee. 

By this time the prefidency knew the caufe of the.departure of 
the laft body of Myforeans from Gingee to Thiagar, but were not 
able to account for the march of the French troops fo far to 
the weftward, at a time when their utmoft efforts became every day 
more iieccffary to efoort tbeprovifions tJiey had collected, into Pon- 
dicherry. 

In the beginning q £ the y«ar,’Balagerow, the general and regent of 
the Morattoes, fent an army of 8000 horfe, and the lame number of 
. foot, with cannon, under the command of an officer of fervice« 

jaamed 
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learned Vipvaaypiinl;, whldi crofl^ the Kriftoa in the month of 1760. 

February^ and advancing to the ibuthward flopped frequently to ^ 

e^aA contributipas from forts and flrcmg'hplds in the way ; feveral ° '* 

of which* on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 

halted ahd encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore 

to the N- B. and not far from the hills to the K. w. of the Carnatic, 

from whence Vizvazypunt lent letters, fignifying expedations of 

tnoney, but profertng afiiilance to the Nabob Mahom^ Ally ; and 

Others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority 

the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation 

pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this 

time Hyder AUy, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as 

if in dilguft, refigned lus employments of general and minifier : he 

had ibme time before concluded his treaty with M. Lally, and lent 

off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under 

the command of his brother-in-law Mudoon Saheb ; relying on this 

alliance, and his own courage, he was fi) .allured of his importance 

and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa- ’ 

patam, with all his family of women, attended only by 300 horfe- ■ 

men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied 

the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 

their mafier Ihould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to 

ballen by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the 

king had privately confented to pay. Hyder AUy fuppofed, that 

their approach would reinftatc him in the command of the king’s 

forces to oppofe them, and difcovered when near, that the Morat- 

toes had engaged to feize his perfon ; on which he mounted in the 

dead of night, accompanied by fame of his horlemen, and left his 

whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom he 

out-llripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a ftrong city 

60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. Beii^ the bringer of his 

own errand, he had time, and found means to engage fome of the 

officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide by 

his fortunes ; and in confequence they Ihut the gates. From this 

retreat he immediately fent orders fo Iris brotbierrin4atWj to quit the 

Carnatic 
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Carnatic with all the troops under his command, and to march, 
avoiding the Morattoes, to Bengalore. Mu£toon Saheb had received 
the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the i6th of Au- 
guft ; but concluding Hyder Ally to be in fafety for a while at Ben- 
galore, and belicWng either that a reconciliation would take place 
between him and the King, ufter the retreat of the Morattoes ; or 
otherwife, that Hyder Ally might think it moft expedient to come 
himfelf, and join the French, for the fake of the ceffions ftipulated 
in the treaty, he determined, althou^ not to return to Pondichcriy, 
to continue in the Carnatic, and in oonfequence employed, as we 
have feen, his troops againft Trinomaly, and other places in that part 
of the country, until he received, in the beginnbg of September, far- 
ther intelligence from H^der Ally, which left no alternative to his de- 
parture ; on which he recalled the 800 horfe which were at Gingee, and 
without felicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India, 
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
back the polTeflion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula- 
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the 
1 3th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
calion their future affiftance, and three days after marched away 
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu- 
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reft, 
being the fame humber of foot, 150 European horfe, and three com- 
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee. 

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfbre troops 
out of the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal 
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated 
their orders to Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceaft hof- 
tilities in the Myfore diftrl^s. Previous to the receipt of thefe or- 
ders, Captain Smith had fent a detachment from Caroor, againft a 
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap- 
proach. It ftands nine miles to the n. e. of Caroor on the fouth 
bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of 
the detachment, whb left a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor. 
The want of money prevented any farther operations ; for, although 

the 
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tho^reventies'jof' .tljo -country Teduoed etceeded 300,000 rupees a 
year,. the devafhtion of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not 
be leftrained, left no contributions .to raife. Captain. Smith, there-, 
fbitei > returned with* a part of his command to Tritchinopoly, and 
on ttheiiway (fent 6ff a detachment to reinftate tw<> «polygarb, whp 
had been driven out’of their pollams by the troops of Dindigid, from 
w hom the detaclunent met no refiftance, as the governor of Dindigul 
had received orders, in confequence of the capitulatipn of Caropr,. tp 
ceafe hoftilities againft the poflel^ns of the Nabob. By this time the 
troops of Madura had. taken fiye other forts between Batal Gunti 
and Dindigul,, in all leven, and continued to keep poffeffion of them 
until farther orders, encamping, their main body at Batal Gunta^ 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived in 
the beginning of October at Madrafs, to give an account of his ex- 
pedition, and the ftate of the conquered country ; and foon after re- 
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly. 

. As foon as it was afceitained that the Myforcans had quitted the 
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca- 
valry, difcliarged 500 of them, moftly thoft brought by Maphu^e 
Khan, which reduced the number to Poo, of which 500 were with 
Preftoii, and the reft with hlrafclf in the camp. A party, with foine 
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of Oftober at 
Malamoodi, a village twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 
river of Ariancopang and tlie Panar, intending to puflr into the 
town in the night under the proteiftion of St, Thomas redoubt. 
On intelligence of their approach, Colonel Coote detached all the 
cavahy in the camp, which, belidesthe black, were one of the two 
troops of Europeans, to lie in their way; of which the p.ii ty got 
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated during the night,, 
and in their return thrte officers, who lagged behind in their pal.in- 
kins, were taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, which Captain 
Prefton had detached to harrafs the party from Ratalgrammon. 

The army had hitheito continued on the ground between Oul- 
garry and tlie river of Ariancopaiig, where they had encamped im- 
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound hedge. This ground is always 
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1760. overiloivred in the rainy feafon, of which the figas encreafed every 
oi^e r* whole army marched off by the left, and 

encamped on the ridge of the Red^hill, a mile and half nearer the 
bound-hedge than their firft encampment atPerimbe, but to the left 
of that ground. The he^hth attd fantfy^ foil of this fituation 
driuned and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and iecured at lead the 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caierns of mat 
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the other. 

At one the next morning, bring of cannon and mulkeCiy was 
heard in the roadi of Pondicherry. Bebdes ianaller craft, three 
French (hips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie dee 
Indes were at anchor before the town, aa near the furf as prudence 
permitted, and under the command of 100 guns, mounted along the 
works on this fide, and the ftrand, to proteft the road. Thefo Ihips 
were intended to wait until the ftornay weather, and then fail to ports 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven- 
tion would in that foafbn become precarious, even ihould t^ Eng- 
lifh fquadron be able to continue in bght of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste- 
vens had for fome time determbed to cut them out of t^ road. His 
iquadrem always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fertn>ight 
before the prefont, a night had been fixed ; but the ihips banning 
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by 
teleicopes from Pondicherry; and men were immediately font from the 
foore to reinforce the French ihips ; which was Hkewifo difoovered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, imtil the 
enemy’s fufpicions ihould have ceafedw In the mean time the Tyger 
of 60 guns was font to continue near Pon£cheriy, and anchored a 
little to the fouth, two mites from the ftiore. the night of the 
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were 
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 foilors, moftly volun- 
teers, and foiled to the Tyger, where all aifombled at 1 2. Sron after 
they perceived the lights in the great eablnn of the neareft fliip, 
the Hermione, extinguiihed, and concluding that the officers were 
gone to reft, fet off for the attack. The brats moved in two divi- 
fions, one allotted to the Hernaiono, the other to the next (hip, the 
4 Bakine; 
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Baleine ; the attack of the Compagtue ia Indes ■vtras to depc^id on i ;6o. 
the faccefs of diefe. To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi- 
ffon moivod in a line, holding to one other ly ropes. The niches 
of the oars vmt covered with freih dieep^fldn, to prevent crewing. 

The wHtdsi-wotd by whkh the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro- 
notKice. It lightned continually, as ufual in the nights before the 
change of the monfoon ; neverthelefs, the divifion to the Hermione 
got within piftol-fhot of her ftern, before they were difcovered ; 
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the 
(hip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
this approach, all hands -in the fhips were up, and firittg mufketry 
on tire boats, and fhot came from the guns of the Confipagnie des 
Indes, which lay to command both the other fhips. The Hermione 
was boarded in as many parts as there were Ixsats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending them- 
felves and the fhip with pikes and ptftols, when the attack came 
hand to hand. The man who htfe attempted to cut the cable had 
tus head cut off by an officer (landing to guard it in the bows; nevet- 
thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled 
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place, 
or he trufted* As fbon as they were all down, the hrtches were 
clofed and oentineis fixed over them, and tlven the mizien topfail, 
the <mly f^ bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, which feveral 
boats were fifeewife ready to tow : but by this time, the fhore, 
which had Wuted until the firing of the attack had cealed in the 
(hip, bftgan ‘a violent oaimonalde, of which the lightning diredled 
the aim : and fhot continually (Irutflc : one deftmyed the wheel of the 
rudder, killed the two men who were fleering, and cut the tiller 
rope. The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope bo the rudder, and the 
fingte fail was not fiifficient to fteer the fhip ; the boats remained 
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with fuch 
Yiolettce, that they continually fnapt the towing ropes. Mean 
while the fire continued from the (horc. At length, feme imagined 
4T a that 
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that the {hip had no motion, and refiftcd by a cable and Rnchotf 
concealed under her keel ; on which the officer who commanded 
the attack, refolved to leave her* The prifonerst below wero told, 
that it was determined to fet her on fire, on which they came 
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
totheTvgei. When arrived on board, the captain, Digby Dent, 
faid he fhould fend his own men, if the divifion did -not imme- 
diately return to bring off the Ihip. This fpirited rebuke prevailed, 
all the boats fet off again and met the lliip half a mile nearer ; 
for the land-w ind had fprung up and was driving her out. 

The dii'pofitions for the attack of theBaleine, were the fame, and 
fucccedcd more ealily. The crew made little reliftance ; only two 
men weie killed before they furrendered. The rudder of the Ihip 
Avas alhore, but feveral fails were bent to the yards which fufficed 
to move and fleer her, and {he was brought, and anchored near the 
Tvger, before the Baleine came up. No attempt was made on the 
Conip.ignie dcs hides. 

By this time the want of provifions profiled fo hard, that Mr. 
L.illy affembled a general council, and propofed the immediate 
e\puUion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their 
fidJity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this fevere ca- 
lamity, had left it in their power to iiiflidt it : by their removal, 
likewife, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domeflics ; 
and from thefe confiderations the aflembly broke up without dd- 
cilion . but fome from tear of the other inconveniences of tlie 
blockade during the ftormy weather, requefted permiffion of Colonel 
Coote to fend away their families either to the Daniih or Dutch 
fcttlements on the coaft, which were neutral in the .war; and pafl- 
ports were granted. 

Intelligence was received on the i ith, that the garrifon intended 
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to florm the Madrafs re- 
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then pufli on to attack the large re- 
doubt, which the Englifli army had ralfed to the north of it ; on 
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took poft half-way, in 
order to iali on the rear of the detachment : being difcovered,^the 

enemy 
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enemy made no motion, but the .next .day the town fired hotly, but 

without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. 

The winds had. for fome days t veered and ftrengthened ; and on 
the 22d and. ajd* the two Admirals 'failed out of the road of Cud* 
daiore with all the ftiips, excepting four, which two days after, on 
-fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. Their departure 
was unexpected, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that 
he would not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmofl ne** 
celfity, which had not yet come. As fbon as they dilappeared, the 
Compagnie des Indes^ and a (loop which was in the road, prepared 
as had been tbrefeen to put to fta. The flnp failed on the 30th to 
bring provlfions from Tranquebar, and tlie floop armed with feveral 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the grain>boats> which 
.at this feafon of the year come with tlie \Vind and current from the 
northern to the fouthern parts of the coaft, and generally fail in 
fight of the fhore. The four men of war which left Cuddalore on 
the 23d, anchored on the ift of November off of Alamparvah, 
from whence they fell down on the 1 4th to the road of Pondicherry, 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other 
12 ftiips of the fquadroii to refit them in the bay of Trincomaly, 

Captain Prefton, on the iSth of Odober, detached fome black 
horfc and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagi amnion, who came back 
with 400 head pf cattle of. thofe collected by the French, which 
were glazing in the country round the pettah of Gingec; The de- 
tachment was i^ithcr oppofed or puifucd, although a confiderable 
party of the French troops was then in the pettah ready to march. 
This party moved on the 21ft; they were 200 Europeans and 
Coftrccs, 400 Sepoys, 100 European, and as many blatk liorle. 
They ctofl'ed the river Panai on its decline, and on tlicir ar.ival at 
Thiagar, a detachment larger than tluir number was formLtl, and 
marched away, to attack the foit of Chandaniungaluin, which ftands 
half way towards Trinoraalec: the foit w'as garriloncd by four or 
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans fioin Chittapet, 
wdio repulfed the affault with uncommon abi.ity, having killed 
ten Europeans and 40 Sepoys, and wounded 50 Sc^xiys and 20 
2 horfes ; 
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horfes; after tvhlch the Ffench paiiy attempted nothinjg more, b«t 
returned toThiagar. 

Captain Prefton, on the ftrft intelligence of their motion from 
Gingoe, fet out, as before, to follow them with the greateft part of his 
force from Ratlagrammoo, but when arrived on the 24th near Villa- 
porum, found the river dwelled, and continued on the bank, in expedla- 
tion of its fall ; and<Mi the ift of November, the ganrifon ofGingee, 
being ftronger than the force he had left at Ratlagrantmon, again 
detached a party of 25 European horfe and 20 foot with three com- 
panies of Sepoys and fome black cavalry, to drive away all the 
cattle about this place, whidi by the late captures and purchafes 
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fktcher, 
who commanded during the abfence of Pvefton at Radagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began to retreat with the cattle th^ had 
gathered, when he appeared with 50 black horfe, and three com- 
panies of Sep<^s in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but 
as if cautious of coming too clofe to their fire ; whi:rh continually 
drew it from them ; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex- 
pended thdr ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely fuftained, and foon broke, and all their 
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
^ wth a Subadar or captam made prifoners ; of the Europeans, 
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 1 50 mufltets were cdlefted. 
The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger force, marched again 
from Ratiagrammon, and contriving hb time, arrived at night, and 
entered the pettah of Gingee, which has but a flight wall, by fur- 
prize, fet fire to k in evety part, and met no refiftance, except- 
ing the uncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on 
his return he drove off a greater number of their cattle than the 
enemy had taken the day before. 

The frequent,, sUthough flender attempts and enterprizes, which 
had been made hy the body of French troops in the field, in order 
ekher to fupply Pondichcriy with pipvifions, to gain plunder, or to 
create diverlions of the Engitih force, had in the whole expended 
more than three hundred Europeans ; moft of the reft were now at 

Thiagar, 
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Thiagar, and from the force remaining at Gingee, including what the 
garrifon might on occafion fpare, no attempt of convoys to Pon- 
dicberry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre- 
hended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town 
from every danger, excepting famine ; and Mr. Lally not impru- 
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad, 
where they might do feme fervice, and would fubfift themfelves, 
rather than return to confume in Pcui^cherry the ilender ftock of 
provifions, of which they had fupplied fo little. He now wifhed 
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which 
ill fortune and neceffity obliged him to rely as the likelieft means 
that remained of relieving the diftreftes of Poneficherry. 

The French fquadrou, which had left the coaft on the ift of 
Oflober of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at 
the ifle of France. This ifland never furnifhed provifions fufficient 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhaufted of the 
ftores collefled from abroad, by viftualling the fquadron at their 
departure for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their 
return ; and this fcarcky had been injudicioufly encreafed by the 
equipment of two veftels, which had been fent to attack the Englifh 
faftories in the gulph of Perfia. In this diftrefs, it was refolved to 
follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three fhips 
of burthen, undek the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of 
Good Hope. But Mr. I^AcW propofed to give the command of the 
Centaur to the capt^ of the King's fliip the A6kif ; on which alt the 
captains of the Company’s fhips of war protefted againft this pre- 
ference, as derogatory to their own rights j and whilft the tedious dif- 
pucations ufu^l on fuch occafions were carrying «mi in writing, with, 
much acerbity little public zeal, the uinual tempeft of the ele<- 
ments in this climaAe »rofe in the n^t of the 27th of January, andT 
lafted' without intermiftlon, and. with the wtmoft excefs, for ^6 hours. 
Thirty-two ve^ls in th« port of Mauvkiust were torn ftom their 

anchors ; 
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anchors; but 3^', c'xceptlng one- ‘of 30 guns, were flopped by th'd' 
ooie of' tile bay from driving on the rocks which fraizie the fhore ; 
on which all the Imaller craft -were ftranded and wrecked. The 
ruin' wds’ greater on the land. All * the vegetation of proviflons 
above the furfacc was deftroye 3 . The -cattle and fowls were walhed 
away by the torrents, or periflied by the inclemency, and of tlie 
mag.i/.Incs of grain, which are all built of wood, fome were over- 
thrown, and the reft opened by thew-Ind to the rain. -Tliree moiulis 
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and fliore. 
In this.interval, fome few provifions were brought by fome trading 
veflels of the colony from Madagafcar, and the furplus of theilland 
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
(hips of war, as faft as they could be equipped, in order to fubfifl at 
Foul-point in Madagafcar. On the 8th of June, arrived a veflel 
from France, apprillng, that an armament was fitting out in England 
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; in confequence 
of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cam- 
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them ; and the fquadron, if at Mau- 
ritius, was ordered to continue there and, if gone to the coafl, to 
be immediately recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr. D’Ach6 
to remain with the greateft part of his fliips for the defence of 
the ifland, but to fend away thofe before allotted to Madagafcar ; 
which, to fave the confumption of vitfluals, were not to return to 
the ifle of France, until the 20th of Auguft : if at this time they 
received no direftions how to a£b, the council of war might proceed 
to the execution of any fervicc, of which the condition of the (hips 
might be deemed capable : meaning to intimate, that they might, 
if they chofe it, go to the coafl of Coromandel. The Centaur 
failetl for Madagafcar on the i6th of June, but the other three 
not in lefs than a mbnth after, by which time the regiment of 
Cambray was arrived in fcveral of the Company’s fliips from 
France. The news of the florm was brought to Pondicherry by 
the Hermione and Baleiue in July, but by detaining the failors for a 
while on board, the report was kept feeret, until dthers properly 
fabricated and given out, perfuaddd the colony, and the’enemy at their 

gates, 
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lEdroa V io tlnzedtobk'^aHd^itllMpIt^ that 
liAM 'ih^6' tho’effert;*^ ^C|||iji0V'* 

^ffd>thie {o^e}ligaiee> ‘ooticei!h^^^ 

‘tiitk En^laisd ; bat gave out’.thfttHte 
t^'ibote, ml^t'be^expesflbed 
r , ^ , nt o'i^ Cambftgr' bn bfl«ir<L' Butr 

relief be prdtend^, lll^ |»er(iladdd tha-CduneU conclude a 
t;rea| 5 fr'/rer/thOjaffiftpce.^ tHe bod)r of Morattoea ondef'>^p(^- 

tnand^^rVrevaEjpunlt,’'^ had *lati^3C' from^ihlga- 

P^am in Myjfhte to the conift^s o^tHe Cait^iaf^^^^ ^ I'l 
. 'Vl^mjrpubt, on hisjiril a|^i^6dDi|^from’thd Rri^ hai|;i^ AjHril 
f(^nt letters toi*on<^herit^; telling the fame afSibnce to t^Frtai^h 
“ iogjto tbf Kahdh atidthb Bngli(h:^a vague oorrelpcm- 
[tiuued ip confdf^iiehce of diefe overtures ;, but,' on his 
Mr. "Laliy iput 'tWo agents to his -canap. Tlie 
a fum of h^d^ money in hand, and the ceflion 
of (3mjg|ee, vjrhidh, befid^fhe inilueuee it would.g}ve 
the prSrince ofAi*^ ’tiraa thb nittional 

)ur, unco Gibgee had,’ until the bi^iniihg 'ohithe 
r, been the capital of a cpdi of Moiuttce kings,:, whole 
kd^ from the Coletm^ to the Paliart • ^The^opncil 
I {^gents' to ,agi^. thw Oitig^ (hould be delivered to 
j Ihe'EiiJ^ifii anny retateafed from Pondidieffy, and 
that;|^po,Oo6 i^ped ^uld 'be p?id him 'when his' own of^ieared in 
light cif th* town.' . 4]tf French troops abmad were to, join the 
as ^n ' as iljey pafled the hills, end entered the pio- 
vm«.\ if die^ ternw not readily dccejitod, the agents wpre 

tdmlmuWe^tbjk^,'aidtcu)^^ diilM^s bf*Hyd»B% hadihroktrSaiy 
^irther expc&atibfls df afeiice ifroih Hun, the kiirg of M^yfem him- 
Vdl/ih fclf 
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&lf vnoold bo tp ol^sufi Gingce on the terms ; wjbte d&e 
MqmttoeayirQbld be pre^^ded from the probability of ig^ainb'l; ariy 
adPat)jlage,bjy,j^jek expedition to the Carnatic. ' 

^ fBnajastfhe negociation might be protra^lied) knd proviiiohty (jyin 
i 6>s A few days, were become of great importance, Mr. Lally ordered 
' the troops abroad to make What effi>rt tbej could before the rains 
ceafed ; and as Gingee was fo clofcly watched by Preibn’s com- 
mand, he diie^ the main body to continue and && from Thiagar, 
from whence, hy the difrance, and the nature of the country be- 
tween, thw motions would be lef&U^e to>be afcertained and in- 
terrupted. In the mean time, as well to fave the coofumption in 
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifon 
were' more than fufficient ta defend it, he relblved to fond out more 
to join thofc already in the field. Accordingly on the night , of the 
1 ft of November, too. Ettrq)eans erofl^ the rivet of Ariaficopahg 
m boats, and were proceeding along the foa-fttore, from whence they 
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between 
the two rivers, expecting no interruption, as the r^swere almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plain: but in the clofo of the eve- 
ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian- 
copang, and took poft on the ftrand of the foa; they fired on 
the firft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their ‘force 
greater, and that it had beat ftationed on purpofo to intercept ihem, 
hurried back to their boats, and regained the town : only one of 
the Sepoys was killed ; the enemy*’s lofo was not known, but was 
fuppofodtohe nKU-e. 

Bxcefiive rain ftopped any farther opperations between the Englifh 
camp and the French troops for fovei^ days, during which, both 
continued Intent only on the foa. To c^pofo the aimed boats of 
the town, fome were ecpnpped in the like manner at Oiddalore, 
which on the yth took a coming with p^dyfrom Tr^que- 
har, and another g<»ng thi^er with efieds value ; and intelfi- 
gence being recaved, that the fiiip la Compagnie des Iniles, with a 
fohooner andfeveral finaUer veftels, were taking in provifions' there, 
Commodore Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders 
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‘^pf an 3 everjr other ,v^f which, had more than the if 6 oi 

brd^ns of their own, diet op bo^rd. Yh^ came into the road 
^ Ith, where they ibupd tlw Saliifbttry of 5a gtina artiml 
^noonoi^ty, which had anchbipd dbfe.t(y the Cotnpagnie'des 
Ihdet),’ ihd ke)^ her ondcr command, 'w»tyg 0 lirom thechm- 
;tiod^4 . The Compamie des Indes ^ck on the hrf): fummons ; 
apd'^he fcKoOner, whi<m was loaded '^th ^00 ba^^'of- wheat,' and 
^ome har^s of falted ipeat, ran afliore. Thfe fihdUef Fdfitfh in: the 
roid e^ped'to this (buthward ; ai\d the Saliftmy failed awiy .with 
the prize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at TriconOmaty." The neoHof this 
lofs was received in Pondicherry with as much Concern as a.<h&(ler 
jn the field, 'The Danilh government fent deputies to Goionei 
Coote, with a protefi; againft the in/radladn of the neutrality of)their 
port ; but were Aewn intercepted letters, which {Moved that afltft- 
ance to the French ^ents, and filenced their rembnlhatKes. . 

On the 9th of the month, a ricochet battery of four- eighteen- 
pounders was finiihed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the‘ north, 
between the fea-fide and the bleaching town : the> Ihot plunged 
along the eaft fece of the town, and were anltwred Very hotly by 
twelve pieces of cannon, which as well from the di(laiice, as the 
parapet of the battery, by which the guns Were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifebief. 

On the lath, Cojouel Coote received information, that a convoy 
was advancing from Thiagar ; they were 24"Eu«)pcan and loo 
black horl^, efoortiug 100 bullocks, ladeii with (kited beef, and each 
of the likewife carried a parcel of it at the Croup of hi» 

faddle. They crofled the Panar on the 13th, at feme diftance 
above Tri^adi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arlan* 
copang ; but imprudently loft time in driving 300 bullocks more, 
which they had taken up in the way. Af fbe morning they 

c t un pi e up near the fort of Ariancopang, and Were immediately fur* 
rounded by a detachment of 100 European foot; 40 European and 
150 black horfo, which were waiting to intercept them. The 
officer with one of tk® troo{)ers was killed, and ten, with more than 
half the black horfe, furrendered ; but the other la of the European 
4 U’a hnrfi* 
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, 1 760. horfe ]f>\i{hed to the river, and were ferried ^oyer to the town pnder 
the guns of Sf. Tho^s^ redoubt. To prevent fuch attempts 'lri 
’ future, ’50' Europeans, wdth a company (^ Sepoys, were "ftstfiohed 
aird rethnched on the Alp of faird oh the fea-iHore, pppofite to the 
bar of^thi river. j , ' ' 

By this time the watera of the Panar were run off, and, as the 
troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed fulfi- 
cient to opjiofe what the enemy had at Oingee, Captain Breftoii, 
with the main body nf his command, marched away froth Vaia- 
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Th'iagar feni a 
reinforcement, chieAy of black troops ; but after Elavanafore was 
invcAed did not advance to its relief. The only gUns At Air battery 
with Preftoli’s divifion, were two held twelve-pounders, which are 
too Aight againfl ftrong defences ; but, as the laff thing which is 
done in. country forts is ta repair them, a breach was eafily madb, 
and the gacrifon capitulated at diferetion, although they werd 1 1 
Burc^eaiM, ip Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, with three Aeld-pieces, 
befides the guns of the fort. 

Preparations had for fome time been making at Madrals to con» 
vert the blockade of Pondicherry into a regular attack ; and on the 
j6th, the Admiral Watibn, a^f^p of 500 tons, laden with all kinds 
of Aores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the 
maAbolaa of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the 
18th, Mr.. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to conduct 
the tienches. 

There were remaining in Pondicheny about 50 horfes belonging 
to the cavalry, for which no forage could he procured either within, 
or without' the w.iUs i and, as the grain they confumed* waS fo much 
taken from the fuAenance of the garrifbn, Mr. Eally refolved to 
lend them with the beft riders to Th^ar. Cblonel^ Cobte re- 
ceived mte 4 ig^nce of the inten^m, but not of the rime. At two 
o'clock in the morning of the 21 A, 200 grenadiers, \vitii the horfo- 
men, paffed the river on raAs, near the bar, oppbfite to the re- 
trenched guard (Ml the fpic of fai|d, £tom which ' ^e Europeans had. 
been withdraw'!!, and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whomrthe 

French 
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French gienadSe^a itnalc<jidtely a 4 Vaiicei 3 , and gav^ tlieu- fire^ jvhilft 1 760. 
thej^liorlinj^n went off as faft dk riiejr could over the taking the 
foadito Tfiyadi. On the ahtrm, the pickets pf hpxfe in the camp 
mounted^ 'dn(| c'tdfting the river, whkh >el)anjced ,to , be fordable at 
VUlenpr^, went in purfuit, arid tobk^ldrtee|^.ii^bore'hp^es were too 
feebU to keep pace with the others. 

A%Or,Prefton, following, his fuccels, marened from Elavanafore,. 
again^ a foxt called KifoaVandtim, which ftands 1 5 miles tp ^e 
N. E.. of tha.t place : it jfurrend^rdi to him, after little rehUanpe, on 
the aad : the garrifon bonded of 260 Sepoys, and five Europeans^ 

From hence he marched a^inft Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 15 miles 
north of Thiagar ; which futrendered to him without rpaking any 
defonjce ; for the garrifon was only a Company of Sepoys, a fei - 

jeai\t. In the mean while, the French troOps remainihg acGfogee, ex- 
clufive Of.the g^ilfou there, went againft Chittamoor, ajfoxt,io miles 
to the s, and werp repuKed, with the lols of 20 Sepoys and four 
Europeans, killed and wounded. 

The landing pf the {tores from the Admiral Watfon<hadheen im- 
peded by the ^fortion of the boatmen, who ran away, becaufe they 
had not been regularly paid ; but the blockade continued with the 
utmofl vigilance^ and nothing, fince the lad convoy, had attempted 
to get in by laiijd ; feveral boats comiiig from the fouthward, with 
lalt provifions a^d arrack, were intercepted by armed boats, ei|uipped 
at Devicotah. The encreafing dlftrefs determined Mr. Lally to con- 
fult nothing anyt longer but neceffity ; and on the 27thr he turned 
out of the gates all the blacks remaining in the town, excepting a' 
few who were donMftics to the principal inhabitants. The number 
expelled were 14^0, of both foxes, and* every age. They wandered, 
in families ind companies towards all parts of the limits, hoping the 
mercy of being fidfored to pafe^ away ; but they were every where 
Hopped by the' advanced Sepoys, and ordered to go back ; ou which 
they retire({^ and. affeipbled round the foot of the glacis, begging 
admittance,,. and many of them attempting to pal’s over, into the 
covered, way, were fired upon by the mulketry and cannoti, and fome- 
Were killed. At night they were quiet ; but the next day, and.for 
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1760. fix more* th^*f^ttne.importunitic8 to the, tewn the 

iHjfts* Wid received the fauie repulfes. Examrfes of^’^is 
November, occor } and in civilised war is nevef exereijed ^ ut wfth 

December. utniort rcluftaiice. At hsogth ^potbnel Cootc, finding l^t. Lally 
inflexible, let the-whoj^ mulMttlde p^ifs. Their only fuftenance, ex- 
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about 
their jwrfons, had for eight days been the roots of graA they picked 
up In the fields, in which they lay. They were all extenuated by 
famine, and fifw had homes • or friends to go to ; neverdielefs their 
thanks were ihexpreflible, ey«i this chance of prelervaiion. 

The Nabob was prefent at this ad, of mercy, and concurred in it. 
He left Arcot on the 1 5th of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a few hpurs with Mr. Pigpt, from whence he arrived in the 
camp on the jd of December. ,pn the ad and 3d, two vefi^s, a 
iloop, and a pinnace remaning at PondicKerry, failed awa^ for Tran- 
'^uebar, but the pinnace was ^en by the boats of Devicotah. 

Four ricochet batteries, which were firft to open againft the town, 
were finiihedion the 8th. * ,We b^ve already pven fome delcription 
of Pondicberfy, when att^hed by Mr. Bofeawen in 1748. All the 
hofttons remasJBu^ in their, firft fi>{Tn, which, for a town of this fize, 
was very confined ; but counter-guards had been made befi^re three 
of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land ; a 
rampart of«arth, had been xdded to the curtains, which before were 
only walls .of bripk five fijet ^ick. A wet ditch had been compleated 
on the three fides to the Ixod, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on 
the .fouth fide. towards the fea, where the ground rifing.hi^er re- 
quired a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la- 
borious and expenfive, had not yet been dug ; to the extremity of 
- this higher ground, where the ditch ceafed, came a large creek from 
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
> water. The berm within the ditch was 25 fi«t brpad; the covered 
way was narrow, and the glacis not ftifficiaitly raifed. ,The face to 
the eaft being within a ftw yards of the furf, and expofed only to an 
efcalade by furprize, had nq d^li, but its curtain waa flanked by 
projeding batteries, which ftkewUe commanded the road. The ci- 
tadel 



]ft)ok 3 ^. Blockades ojr^jPeirD^CHSAAY. 701 

tadet lv^a {fi&tigan wiith five Mtions,, but too fmaU to endure 1760. 
Boinfiaiifijiient ; two of its bafiipna pveMooked the eaft cutts&i, 

\uii ^ <we on the fea. The town' was very commo- 

' ^lotifly hfid obt in iftraight ilteets which hravetie^ it ^tirely m both 
" dtrediotis. . , 

The riOochet b^tery of four guQS^ which had opened on the loth 
ofhtbvembef^ had for fome time beet^ <)uitted, and the' 171ns re- 
moved to the hotth redoubt beyond the bound-hedge ; beca^ their 
efie^ 'Was not equal ^her to the expence of ammunition, or the fa- 
tigue and rifque of thb guards. The four batteries which were now 
opened were thus fituated. One ftood near the beach to the notth, 

200 yards in front of that which had been pbandoned, and about 1 zoo 
from the Vvaiis ^ it mounted four 18 pounders, and enfiladed the eafr 
frofit of the town. AnothcKfof two 24 and two 18 pounders, with 
three mortars of 13, lo^ and 8 inches, was raifbd on the other fide 
of the morafs, which fproads to the wefr; it was 1400 yards 
from the 'walls, and bme, but a little to the left, upetn the weft 
frank of the' baftioiv in the north-weft angle, which mounted 10 
guns, and hfed’ before it,« within the ditch, a ftropg and extenfive 
counter^guaid, mounting 25 guns. The two other batteries were 
to the fouth.. One on the edge of a large ifland,. formed by the 
river of Ariincopang; this battery mounted only two guns, of 
which, one bore on the baftion next to that in the s.w. angle of 
the town, die other on St., Thomas redoubt, which ftood on the 
oppofite barik of the river lower down ; the other battery was 
railed in a 'imaller ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it is 
ieparated on^ one hasid, and on the other from the fpk of fand, 
which forms the ftrand of the fea from the bar of the river. This 
is called the Sand Ifland ; the battery bore upon St. Thomas re- 
doubt, and' on the curtain of the town between the two baftions- 
on this fide neareft the foa.. 

'M the four batteries .were only intended toh’arrafs the garrilbn by 
^ crofs fire of ricochet fluic along the ftreetspr ramparts ; for none of; 
them Were om' the perpendiculars.on whicl^thq bcmching batteries 
4 were. 
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were iji tended to be erefted. They opened at midnight, between/ the 
8 th and 9th, firing all of them at the fame time, and iu vplU>^?, pii 
the fignal of a fhell. A little before the firft volley, Colonel Coo^e, 
with two ot three officers, approached towards the glacis, , of the 
north, front, in order to obferve what efFedl the firing would pro- 
duce ujion the garrilbn. They beat to arms, but without confufion, 
and fceincd to have evety thing in proper order on their bafijons ; 
they railed blue lights in different parts of the town, but did not 
fire a Ihot. Captain Fletcher, who was with the Colonel, very im- 
jirudcntly quitted him without notice, and went to the foot of the 
glacis, where he fell in with the centinel of an advanced guaM of 
Sepoys, whom he feized and difarmed, and was bringing off ; when 
the guard, hearing the ffruggle, ran into the covered way, from 
whence immediately came a hot fir#d<lmulketry upon Colonel Coote’s 
party ; but Fletcher brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelli- 
gence but what was better known before. 

The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept 
malked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both fides in 
tuo hours. The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the fliore near 
the bar, and drove them likewife from their guns in St. Thomas’s 
redoubt, which were only mounted in barbette. 

The firing continued in the fix following days, but was every 
day renewed at a different hour, and laft^ varioufly, and never 
more than three or four hours at a time. On the x8th, the vollies 
ceafed for want of powder, and only fired on particular occafions. 
In all this confumption, only one man was killed at the baftions, 
and very few in the town ; but the purpofe was anfwcred of wafting 
the garrifon with fatigue, which their fcanty allowance of provi- 
fions rendered them little able to endure. On the 19th, a party of 
pioneers appeared at work with great eagerneftf to raife and con- 
vert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt into a, parapet with em- 
braiures. The battery on the fdnd ifland fired to interrupt them 
J by 
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by as well as by day, but they perfevered. On the aoth, feme 
j^der arrhred in, a veflel from Madrafs, and the enfilade and bom- 
jbardment reconimenced from ail the batteries as before ; and was 
couibntly anfwered with the fame vivacity from the town. On the 
a3d, the (hip Duke, of 500 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with 
1 7 pieces of battering cannon and their {hot, and with all kinds of 
ftores for the fiege ; but lb few of the boatmen had returnod to their 
inaflbolas, that very little could be landed until others were aflertibled 
from the neighbouring ports on the coaft, and even from Madofs : 
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials 
for the trenches, and for the batteries which were to difmantle tire 
defisnces and breach the body of the place, were not yet coUeded, 
and the engineers reporfled, that th^ (hould not be ready to open 
this fire before the third of January ; but the batteries already con- 
firud^ed continued theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stephens in the 
Norfollt, with three other fhips of the line and the Protedlor fire-lhip, 
returned into the road from Trinconomaly. 

The French troops afTembied at Thiagar were lb much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmipllefi; parties brought in provifions in plenty, and with- 
out rifque. Major Prefton, having no longer any apprehenfions 
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pulh any convoys 
through the jcircumvaliation of the Englifh army, or even to difirefs 
the polls under the protedlion of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon, 
refolved, by »cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige 
the troops there to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to intercept. 
He marched from Rafiuvandum on the ift of December, and en- 
camped in the evening three miles to the n. w. of Thiagar. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of Mr. LaJly’4 icginient, 
pufhed out of the pettah, and went to the well of Trino- 
malee. Being fure of provifions abroad, they intended to remain 
in the hills, waiting the event of the ncgociation, which Mi*. 
Lally was carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazipunt, whofe 
troops, if it fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondicherry'. 
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1760. A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of loo Euro- 
IJccemb^ pean infantry, whonni, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr. 

L/ally had feut out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which failed 
on the .ad and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranqiiebar ; from 
whence, headed by the bifhop of HallicaniaiTus, they marched to 
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapanatam, with whom 
the bifliop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro- 
ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major 
Jofeph Smith had come toKarical, and received no mdleftation in their 
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they 
crofled the Coleroon, and then pafled between Volcondah and Thia- 
gar, out of the reach of Prcfton's troops ; but 10 or 12 of them 
deferred, and travelled to Tiitchinopoly, where they offered to ferve, 
but were not enlifted; becauie Captain Smith had at this time dif- 
<overed a confpiracy of the French prifoners to rife and overpower 
the garrlfon ; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100, 
and moft of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners 
were 500 ; being the collection of all that had been taken at Ka- 
rical, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Moiifon, and in 
the difierent aCtions at Seringham and its diftriCls, by the two Smiths 
from Tritchinopoly. 

The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teftations of good-will to the Englilh would induce them to reftore 
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory, 
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of 
renewing hoftilities, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed- 
ed to reinforce thofe at IHndigul; from whence thegovernor on their ar- 
rival marched, with looohoifo, 2000 Sepoys, as manycommon peons, 
and fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareft and laft of the forts, 
which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left it only 40 
Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From hence 
the Myforeans marched againft Narafing.^re, another of the forts, 
fix miles farther, which they likewife battered for four days, when 
they were attacked themfelves by a ftrong body detached from 
Madura, who beat them off the ground, and drove them back 

to 
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to pi^}digul*^,witli the lof? of 50 men killed and wounded. 'Mit 
co^lVriesof I^attam, encoura^d by this renewal of hoftilitics, made 
locurfions into the northern diftrifts of Madura, and flopped the whole 
road pf the pafl, with .trees which th^ felled on either fulc, and with 
much lab(d\^r dragged aijd laid them acrofs the road with fo much 
couti^iyance, that a fingle perlbn could hot pafs without continual 
difficulty. 

No events of great importance had happened during the courfe 
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma- 
homed Iflbof, after the repulfe before Wafhinelore in tlie end 
of the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon, 
no longer in a condition to attack the ftionger holds of the polygars ; 
and contented himfelf, until fupplied, with porting the greatefl part of 
his army in ftations toelieck thel^litaver and the eaftern polygars ; but 
remain^ himfelf with the reft at Tinivelly, watching Catabominaigue 
and theweftern. The departure ofMaphuze Khan from Nellitangaville 
in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and liis allies no longer 
the pretext of oppoling the authority of the Nabob in fupport of the 
rights of his elder brother ; and they debated whether they fliould 
treat with Mahomed Iflbof, or wait the event of Maphuze Khan’s 
journey, who they fuppofed would return to them, if not received 
on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed 
no vigorous defigus, and employed their colleries in night robbe- 
ries, w herever they could elude the ftations of Mahomed Iflbof ; but 
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthelefs, their 
depredations Avere fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma- 
homed IflToof thought it worth the expence, to draw off fomc of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s lervice, 
as beft able to retaliate the fame milchief on thofc by whom 
they had been employed; and toAvards the end of April, fever.1l 
of thefe petty leaders, AA’ith their followers, amounting in the whole 
to aooo colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithfully entered 
on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like 
regular fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabo- 
minaigue appeared at the head of tAA'o or three thoufand men, 

4X3 Etu- 
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1760. Etlaporum, and iltood the attack of feven companies of Sepoys, drvwii 
IJwmber limits towardsNellitangavUle, by whom they were difperfed, 

l)ut with little lofs. In May Mahomed Ifibof received intelligence of 
the hoftilities commenced by theMyforeans from Dindignl, and the 
orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them ; in confequence of which he 
fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1 500 Sepoys, 300 horfe, 
and 3000 peons. They were fcarcely gone, when a new and unexpected 
alaim arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at 
the ifland of Ceylon had received a large reinforcement of European 
troops from Batavia, which aflfembled at the port of Columbo, op- 
pofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them arrived in the 
beginning of^J une at T utacorin, a Dutch fort on the continent, 40 miles 
eaft of Tinivelly. Two hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents, 
and field-pieces, immediately encamped, giving out that they fhould 
fhorfly be reinforced by more than their own number, and that 400 
other Europeans had left Batavia at the fame time with themfelves, 
and were gone to Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the 
king of Travancore. The natives were frightened, and pretended 
to have difeovered, that the force they faw was intended to affift the 
polygars in driving the Englifh out of the country of Tinivelly, 
and to begin by attacking the town. Mahomed Iflbof immediately 
fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation ; 
who anfwered, that he fhould give none. A few days. after the 
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in 
a very fertile diftriCt, fituated 20 miles s. e. of Tinivelly, and the 
fame diftance s. w.' of Tutacorin; and at the fame time, another 
body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20 
miles to the s. E, of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed Iflbof had pre- 
vioufly drawn troops from the eaftern ftations, and marching with 
4000 Sepoys, and fome horfe, appeared in fight of the Dutch troops 
at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the 18th of June ; who, in the 
tnfuing night, decamped in ftri<ft filence, and marched back to 
Tutacorin ; thofe at Manapar went away thither likewife in the 
fame embarkations which brought them ; and no more was heard of 
this al arm. 


The 
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The depredations of the polygars continued; but, deprived of 1760. 
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted, 
they ventured nothingmore : thePulitaver’s colleries continued as ufual ^ 

the moft a£Hve in the robberies ; and to reprefs them, Mahomed 
Iflbof again ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellltan- 
gaville. In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot 
of the hills within three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iflbof 
joined them from Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed 
feveral eighteen-pounders at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars 
which had been fent to him the year before from Angcnjo, but no 
Ihot or fhells for either, and was moreover in want of gun-powder 
and flints, all which he expedled from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft 
waiting for them, made fuch preparations as the country afforded to 
attack Nellitangaville in foYm. On the 20th of the month, the 
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their head, attacked his camp, fal- 
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and perfifted until 1 00 of 
them fell ; but they killed ten of Mahomed IflboPs men, and 
wounded feventy, and fome horfes. 

At 'this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al- 
though profefling peace, and difavowing the operations of the go- 
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfc from foraging in 
the diflridls, of which they had conlented that the Englifh fhould col- 
led! the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed 
concemingf the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoftilities 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge. Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga- 
thered. Such was the ftate of the fouthern countries at the end of 
the year. 

The confumption of provifions in Pondicherry had ever fince the 
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November, 
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put 
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in- 
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caiifed a flridl 
foarcb to be made in all the houfes of individuals, and what could be 

found 
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f<nincl ill them was brought to the citadel, from whencc they were 
dilliibuteil indifciiminately to the military and inhal>itants. Two 
colonels lately arrived from France, men of family, deemed the 
fearcU in their apartments an affront, and feat word to Mr. Lally, 
that they would no longer act as officers ; but on every occafion 
as volunteers. But the event juftified the feverity ; for by the 
end of December, notwithftanding fome fupply had come in 
by tlie lea, the flock remaining in the public flore was not more 
than the confumption of three days ; and Mr. Lally, guided by 
leitaiii information, determined that another fearch fhould be 
made ; on which father Lavaur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who 
knew all the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro- 
miling to produce a lufficiency for fifteen days more, but gave no 
expedation of farther fupply ; but the French agents with Viz- 
vazypunt fent hopes of fucceeding in their negotiation ; and on 
the lafl day of the year intelligence tvas received in the Englifh 
camp, and fomewhat credited, that a latgebody of Moiattoes, with 
all the Fiench horfe, were arrived from Cudapauatam at Trino- 
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, 
at all events, to pufli with provhions to Pondicheriy. 

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re- 
flored to its ufual temperance ; the Iky bright, although the winds 
foinctimes flrong, which always, at this feafon, blow from the north, 
.ind near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the 
land: but on the 30th of December, although the weather con- 
tinued fair, a large fwell came from the s. e. and the furf beat fo 
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs ; which encreafed in the 
night. The next morning the wind frefhened, and the fky was 
clofe and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofli- 
cates a florm ; and this afpe£t did not change till noon, nor the wind 
cncrcafc until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of 
the line, two Frigates, the firc-lhip, and the fhip with (lores ftom 
M.idrafs, in all 1 2 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls, 
every one flronger than the laft, until 10, when the AdmiraFs fhip, 
Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the fignal for the other (hips to 

do 
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do fo too ; but the fignal guns Xfrere not heard, and the (hips, 
in obedience to the difcipline of the, navy, rode until their 
cables parted with the ftrain, . when they> with much difficulty 
got before the wind, none able to fet more than a Tingle fail, 
and none without fplitting feveral. Every minute cncrcaied 
the ftorm until twelve, by which time the wind had veered from 
the N. w. where it began, to the n. e. ; when it fuddenly fell 
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the 
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at once in full ftrength 
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter. 

By the delay of not getting early under fail whilft the ftorm was frc«n 
the north, moft of the fliips loft the opportunity of gaining fuffici- 
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft guft 
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking 
over her, Captain Affleck cut away the mizen ; and this not anfwer- 
ing, the main maft likewife, which broke below the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued fome time encumbering over the fide of 
the Ihip without going clear off into the fea, until the fliock of a 
wave fent it away. The ftiip then righted, the reefed forefail flood, 
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when fhe dropped 
the fheet anchor ; but not bringing up, w'hich means turning to ride 
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, which 
carried away the Ixjwfprit, when the fliip came round ; and thus 
rode out the ftorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their mafts on the different neceflities with the fame pru- 
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther. 

The Newcaftle, the Queenborough frigate, and the Piote£tor 
fire-fhip, returning with the s. e. lloim, miftook their found* 
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing where they 
were, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of the furf was- 
not to be diftinguilhed in the general tumult of the elements ; 
and the danger was not difeovered until it was too late, and the 
three fhips came afhore about two miles to the fouth of Pondi* 
^ cherry ; 
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1761. cherry ; but only feven in all the crews perifhed, who were knocked 
over board by the (hock of ftrikiiig aground. 

January. The Dukc of Aquitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke ftorefliip, 
unfortunately preferved all their mails through both the ftorms, un- 
til they were driven back to the neceffity of anchoring ; and in 
bringing up with them (lan&ng, all the three either broached to, 
or ov’crfet, and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans 
penOied in thefe (hips ; only feven, and feven lafcars, were faved 
out of the .crews, who were .j>icked up the next day, floating on 
pieces of wreck. 

The difference of the element prevented the deffruftion from be- 
ing equal at land ; but the ravage in proportion was not lefs. All 
the tents and temporary caierns .of the camp on the Red-hill, and 
its out-pofts, were blown to-pieces. The ammunition abroad for 
immediate fervice was ruined. Nothing remained undamaged that 
was not under the Ihelter of mafonry, either at the redoubts of the 
bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey, or in the fort of Ville- 
nore, where the main (lock of gun-powder was depofited. The fol- 
diers, unable to carry off their mulkets, and refid the (lorm, had 
left them to the ground, and were driven to feek (belter for their 
- own perlbns wherelbever it was to be found. Many of the black 
attendants of the -camp, from the natural feeblenelb of their con- 
(litution, perWhed by the inclemency of the hour. The fea had every 
where broken over the beach, and overflowed the country as for as 
the bound-hedge 5 and all the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had raifed were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re- 
paired. The great anxiety remained for the other (hips of the 
fquadron, whofe fortune was not yet known. 

The town of Pondicheiy beheld riie (lorm and its effefts 
as a deliverance fent from-heaven. The fun rofe clear, and (hewed 
the havock fpread around. It was propofed by fome to march 
out immediately, and attack the Englilh army ; but this operation 
was impradlicable ; becau(e no artillery could move through the 
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry ; 
otherwife three hundred men, properly armed, would not, for 

three 
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three hours after day-light, have met with loo together in a con- 
dition to refiftthem. The wifh of every one then turned to expec- 
tation that the Ihips from Madagafcar might ariive in the inter- 
val before the Englifli fliips in the road were repaiied, or othe-is 
joined them from the fea . but the excellence of the opportunity did 
not alter Mr. Lally’s miftruft of the refource; and letters wcic 
immediately difpatched to the agents at Puliacate, Tianqucbar, and 
Negapatam, ordering them to fend away piovifioius w ith inflant ex- 
pedition, at every rilque, on any kind of cmbaikatlon. 

The anxiety for the miiring Ihips continued until fun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’ ■> flag was dillo- 
vered in the offing. The fhip, picparcd at all points, before tlic 
fouth-eaft ftorm arofe, feudded befoie it with a ftay-lail, without 
lofing a maft, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind 
fell, when in the morning they difeovered Sadrafs. The apprehen- 
fion of more bad weather made the Admiial put out again to fea; 
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. This Ihip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained moie 
fea- room than any of them ; but the fouth-eaft ftorm had carried 
away all her mafts ; foon after they weie joined by the Grafton, 
w'ho gave the welcome information that flic had left, on the 28th 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornifli, wdth the Yoik, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land : they were all returning to- 
gether fromTiincomaly : thcGiafton, after parting witli them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the ftorm was raging near 
the coaft. Jbe Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liver- 
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicheny the next morning, and 
they in the afternoon. The other three ftiips came in the next 
day. On the 7th came in the S.alifbury, with the prize la Com]iagnIe 
des Indes, likcwlfe from Trlncomaly, and the Tygcr fiom Madrafs, 
where the violence of the ftorm had not reached. No more were 
to be expected ; for the Elizabeth and the South fea-caftlc, w'ant- 
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other prizes, 
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four difmafted 
fliips, although not quite refitted, were again in a condition to 
VoL. II. 4 Y aa 
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1761. a£t on neceffity ; and thus in a week after the ftorm, which had 
’ — raifed fuch hopes of deliverance in the garrifon of Pondicherry, they 
January, again blockaded by eleven fail of the line, and alt^ugh 

three of them were only of 50 guns, all were manned above their 
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved 
from the three ftranded (hips. Their boats continually cruizing, 
intercepted, or drove away whatlbever embarkations came towards 
the road with provilions; but (everal boats which were launched from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the ftorm, ftvoured 
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth- 
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally lent away Rajahfaheb, the fon 
of Chundafaheb, who, ever fince the defeat of Vandiwalh, had re- 
fiJed with his family in Pondicherry; he landed at Negapatam, 
and from thence palled to Ceylon in the charafter of an elephant- 
merchant. 

Every diligence was exerted to reftore the works and ftations of 
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantlcd 
by the ftorm. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad- 
vantages of the prefent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions of 
their attempts to throw provilions into the town. The bound hedge 
and its redoubts remained as before a fufficient defence as far as they 
extended; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of 
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin of the two batteries on the 
coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the liar redoubt on the fpit of fand 
over againft the bar ; which could not be reftored in ten days ; and 
the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranlixsTt of men and 
materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter- 
mined, as foon as the river fubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re- 
doubt, which, whilft it remained as at prefent without oppofition 
on the other Ihore, would proteft the paftage of what convoys the 
garrifon might expeft ; but if taken, would preclude their approach 
even more eificacioufly than the polls on this the blockade which 
the ftorm had ruined. The waters fell fufficiently on the 5th, and 
the detachment intended for the attack, having previoully allembled 
at the Ariancopang redoubt, which Hood above at the extremity ctf 
4 the 
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the bound'hedge, and on the fame fide of the river, marched down 1761. 
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and Ikirted by a — ’ 

fand. The redoubt ftood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a 
channel, which-ftrikes to the north from the main body of the river, 
and carries water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with 
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Englifli 
array, croffed firft, whilft Colonel Coote himfelf, with the reft of the 
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. The officer 
was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a 
party, which Mr. Lally had fent off in hafte, on intelligence that 
the Englilh intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was 
believed, and admitted ; and Colonel C6ote hearing no buftle or firing, 
immediately fent over the front of his party, who, as foon as their 
numbers were fufficient, declared themfelves, and threatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if a Angle man made the leaft noi&, or at- 
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Caffre, who ftole away 
unpcrceived. They confifted of a ferjeant, five gunners, five Caffres, 
and fome Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr, Call, followed with the 
pioneer company of 50 Europeans, and 100 Lafears, carrying ga- 
bions, fafeines, and tools, with which they immediately fet to work 
to clofe and retrench the gorge ; over which it was intended when 
neceffary to turn the guns againft the town. At one in the morning 
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the 
garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they bepn 
to fire fingle Ihot upon the redoubt, w'hich came with fuch good aim, 
that the party at work threw the guns out of their carriages on 
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was <juiet 
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote went 
away to get reft at his head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a lieu- 
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in 
^he redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the laft 
extremity. The workmen had finifhed, and were withdrawn at 
four o’clock. At five, the redoubt was attacked by the four com- 
panies of grenadiers from the garrifon : they affaulted on every 
" ® 4Ya fide 
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fide at once, few fifed, and all pufiied with fixed bayonets through’ 
the ditch over the parapet. The refiftance was not equal either 
to the ftrength of the poll, for it was clofed on all fides; or to- 
the number of the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 1 70 
men. . Some efcaped by jumping over the parapet ; a few were 
killed, and the grcateft part, with the officer, furrendered theml'elves 
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally fent back all who had been taken, 
to the Engliffi camp, for want of provifions to feed them ; but on 
conditioji, that they ffiould not aft again. This difeovery of the 
dj 111 els of the garnfoii could only be required dr warranted by the 
utmoll: neceffity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pri- 
loners had not time to learn the worft of what the town was en- 
during, and that they could not tell fo much as deferters. 

On the fiiilure of this attempt, a large portion of the working 
parties was allotted to complete the redoubt on the fpit of fand, 
which was to replace that which had been waflied away^ It was 
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred yards in 
the real of the foimci ; its fcale fufficient to cotitain 400 men, and 
to mount 1 6 guns in different direftions. Equal attention was given 
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from thelowncfs 
of the fituatioii, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which 
had filled the trench that communicated with it from fome inclofures 
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the- 
workmen here, but with little effeft. On the 7th, the Com- 
pany’s Ihip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs, laden with battering 
camion, ammunition, and Bores, to replace what had foundered 
in the Duke : and on the 9th another Ihip brought Mr. Pigot the 
governor, with Mr. Dupre, one of the council, and Captain Robert 
Barker, who had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation of 
the Bores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to 
direft againB the town. 

At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had 
concluded a negotiation with the Morattoe general Vizvazypunt, 
J^llen, and the Bifliop of HalicarnaBiis, had added the offer of Thiagar 
^ to 
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to Giflgee, and the payment of 500,000 rupees for their affilfancc, 
and profered fubftantial fhroffs as fecurity ; how this waiy tribe of 
money-changers were induced to, this venture, when there was 
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un- 
accountable. Either Vi/vazipunt himfelf muft have encouraged 
them to Hand forth in appearance, that he might obtain the highcft 
terms from the Nabob ; or fome fecret enemy of the Nabob, who was 
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoe^ into the Carnatic, 
and the fupport of Pondicherry, muft have proved to the IhrofFs the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment ftiould fell 
upon their fecurity; in this cafe we fee no one but Hydeially to 
conjedure. The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the fadl, that 
they rofe by degrees from die fame fum of 500,000 rupees with 
which they had begun, and concluded for two milhons, of which 
one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other m nine months ; on 
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they had 
no alliftance to exped from him; and Allen and the Bifliop 
went away with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted, 
and 100 on foot, to Hyderally in Bengalore, which is live clays 
from Cudapanatam. The Nabob, on this important occafion, as 
indeed on all others ever lince he was convinced of the pio- 
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with moie de- 
cifion and fplrlt, than he had ever excited llncc his government, 
and firft connexion with the Englilh nation ; and as the fmalltft 
undillembled excelies of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pofure of political reafon, he never failed to alk Colonel Cooto 
every day, whether he w'as fure, and when, Pondicherry would 
furrender. Advices were at the fame time received fiom Captain 
Preftoii, that he had attacked the pettali of Tliiagar, whicli ftands 
on the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mud- walls ; 
on which the French troops who defended it lan to the rock, 
and faved themfelves in the fortifications above, which could only 
be aftaulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment : he 
-had already begun to throw ftiells. from two howitzcis, and was wait- 
ing 
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iHg for mortars from Madrafs. Thefe advices removed any farther 
apprehcufions of fuccours getting into Pondicherry from the land. 

By the morning of the loth, the Hanover battery was compleated; 
but before it opened. Colonel Coote, with feveral officers, advanced 
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconnoitre the bailions of the 
town. As they were (landing about 800 yards from the walls, a 
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid*- 
dc'camp lieutenant Duelpe, (not the officer we have mentioned 
at Vandivalh) to receive his meflage or letters. Two other officers 
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the avenue leading from 
the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by 
the Gentries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a (hot was 
fired from a fix-pounder on the Villenore gate, which mififed them, 
but unfortunately (truck and killed Duefpe, as he was talking to 
the meflenger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfailion for the 
outrage, fuppofing it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the officers 
on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camp to explain 
the mifchance, for which he exprefled much concern. 

A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery 
opened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four eighteen- 
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten 
inches. The fix guns on the left fired upon the weft face of the 
N. w. baftion, and of the counter-guard before it. The two next 
upon the next baftion on the left, which was fmall, and mount- 
ed only three guns: it was called St. Jofeph. The two other 
guns on the right battered the two projediitg towers ftanding 
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin 
in front between them. The mortars fired varioufly. The fire 
of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars continued 
at intervals throughout the day. The garrifon returned very fpa- 
ringly. The next day, the nth, the battery, having been da- 
mag^ by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the 
addition of (hells from two mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which 
feveral times (eU in and near the Hanover battery; which never- 
thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with 

great 
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great vivacity; but the eneihy neither in this nor the preceding 1761. 
night had given any repair to the n. w. baftion, and its counter- t — '' — ' 

guard; which, in confequence of this negleft, had very little fire 
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or 
the works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefe two 
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar- 
rifon. The Eiiglifti army, on the contrary, received the confirmation 
of a report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame Ipirit 
as the others) were arrived at Anjen^, on the coaft of Malabar, 
fix hundred men, the remainder of the highland regiment, had 
embarked in the month of May in five of the company's (hips and 
two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one of 
the men of war arrived at Anjengo on the 15th of December, and 
the others were daily expefked there. 

The redoubt on the fpit of fand to the fouth was compleated by 
the night of the i ath, and the workmen and tools recalled, to ferve at 
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this 
time coHcftcd. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th, 
and received only a few Ihells. In the beginning of the night, all 
appointed for the trenches were aflembled at the bleaching town. 

They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400 
lafcars, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies ; 
there were hkewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three. 

The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the Ikirt of the 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three ftiort 
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houfes, 
and from hence puftied on obliquely in one ftreight line, until 
it palled croft the high road leading from the Madrals gate, on the 
other fide of which road, the intended battery was to be erefted. 

This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences of 
the town. Two Ihort trenches continued, one from each end 
of this parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the intended 
battery, which was to be conftru£led 40 yards in front; and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the ftation of the main guard for 

the 
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the fupport of tlie battery, if attacked. All this work> compre- 
hending 800 yards, Iheltercd on the -left by gabions, falcines, and 
land-bags, wasexecutctl by the European foldiery,' divided into com- 
•panies, all w-oiking at the I'anve time according to the trace, on the 
diflFerent ground allotted to each divifion ; whilft the 400 lafears, 
and the 200 coolies, were employed in bringing the materials, not 
•only to them, but -.to the batterj^ where -the pioneers were 
at woik, as requiring more knowledge and exaftnefs*; who before 
tJie morning had finilhed lix emb'rafures in the battery ; to which, 
hicewile, the oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery- 
park, which had been formed near the fea-lhorc, juft without 
the bound-hedge. It was fcarcely poffiblc for the fame number 
of hands to hav'e done more work in “the lame time. Colonel 
Cootc, and the principal olficcis, palled the night in the trenches, 
and wci^ accompanied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupre. The town, 
to their great lurprize, although blue lights often appeared on 
the walls, did not lire a lingle foot to interrupt the work. Care 
had been “taken to lefleii the ufual noife, by not driving the 
picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools ; 
neverthelefs, lb many perlbns continually buly, the found of the 
carriages and oxen, and the call of their drivers could fcarcely re- 
main unheard ; as the battery was within 450 yards of the walls.. 
Juft ibefore day-light all tlie workmen were withdrawn, and 100 
Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, were polled in the parallel, and ano- 
ther party of the fame number in the cover of the village at the 
tail of the trenches, in order to fupport the foremoft guard. The 
embrafures that were finilhed were left malked ; becaufe there had 
not been time to lay down the platforms for the guns. Neverthe- 
Jefs, it was expe£led, that the garrilbn would fire hotly the enfuing 
day, were it only to damage the parapet of the batteiy. 

They Were doubtlefs aftonifoed at the work they law done ; but, 
only fired now and then, and only fingle foot at a time ; obferv- 
ing which, the chief engineer lent carpenters, who laid down the plat- 
forms, without receiving any hurt. The Hanover battery fir(?d 
throughout the day, with all its artillery and, redoubled vivacity, 

which 
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which before uighj: hlcnced all the guns againft which it opened ; 
on the N. w. baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofcph’s, on the 
two demi-baftions, and on the ravelin of the Valdoie gate. 

At n^ht the pioneers, with 300 laifcars, went to woik again 
at the royal battery; and the town, hating well maiked the aim, 
kept up a Imart fire of (hot, grape, and mufketiy, which 
killed or dangeroully wounded 12 men in the battery. Set era! 
Ihowers of rain fell in the night, which gave appiehenfiou tliat 
the enemy would fally ; but they refrained, and befoie day-light 
the battery was compleated. It was called the royal, and contained 
eleven twenty-four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortars. It 
opened early in the morning, and, feconded by the trofs and enfilading 
fire of the Hanover battery with 10 guns, foou filenced all the defences 
which bore upon it ; excepting a gun 01 two on the .baftion next the 
beach. Inadbivity joined neceffity in this unaccountable aban- 
don of defence ; which was fo great, that, what rarely happens 
until all commanding works are entirely demolilhed, men were fet, 
and continued at work throughout the^day, along the whole line of 
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming down the 
earth, and fraoothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if 
fallied upon in the enfuing night, might fire over them with cer- 
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it 
was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the 
beach, and 1 50 nearer the walls : it was intended to deftroy the 
flanks of the feveral baftion s, which the royal battery could .only 
take in reverfe. 

As the fun was fetting. Colonel Coote coming, as was his cuftom,* 
to fupervife the batteries, faw a flag advancing in the Villenorc 
avenue ; wlio, being challenged, announced the approach of a de- 
putation. They came on foot, the town having neither horfes or 
palankin bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 
his head-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputies were Colonel Durre, 
commandant of the king’s artillery, father I^vaur, fuperior of the 
Jefuits, Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin 
ferving as interpreter. 
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Colonel Durre delivered a memorial figned by Mr. Lally of the 
following purport : “ That the Englifh had taken Chandema- 

“ gore againft the foith of the treaties of neutrality which had al- 
** ways fublifted between the European nations in Bengal, and ef- 
pecially between the Englifli and French ; and this at a time, when 
** that fcttJemcnt had juft rendei-ed the Englifh the moft lignal fer- 
“ vices, as weir by refufing to join the Nabob Surajah Dowhth rn 
** the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccourlng the Inha- 
bitants of this colony, after their defeat and difperfion ; by 
“ which proteftion they were enabled to remain in the province, and 
“ by this continuance to recover their fettlcments ; as Mr. Pigor had 
** acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry. — ” 
That “ the goverment of Madraft had refufed to fulfil the con- 
•* ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
“ Ml. Pigot had at firft accepted the cartel, and commiffioners had 
** been appointed on both fidos to meet at Sadrafs, in order to fettle 
“ amicably whatfbever difficulties might occur in the execution.” — 
“ This conduft of the Englifh (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 
“ his power, as refponfible to the court of France, to propofe any 
“ capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.” — “ The troops of the 
“ king and company furrender themfelves, for want of provi- 
“ fions, prifoners of war to his Britannic Majefty, conformably 
“ to the terms of the cartd, which Mr. Lally claims for the 
“ civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the 
“ Roman religion, the religious houfes, hofpitols, chaplains, fur- 
“ geons, domefticks, &c, referring to the two courts to decide a 
“ proportional reparation for the violations of treaties fb folemnly ef- 
“ tablifhed.” — “ In confequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow morn- 
“ ing at ei^t o’clock take pofleflioin of the Villenore-gate, and on 
“ the fam^ hour the next day of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis) ; 
“ and as l^e has the force in his own hands, he may dilate fuch far- 
“ ther dif^fitions as he may think proper.” — “ From a principle of 
“ juftice and humanity alone I demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s words) 
“ that the mother and fifters of Rajahfaheb be permitted to feek an 
“ afylum wherefoever they fhall think proper, or that they re- 
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main prifouers with the Englifli, and be not delivered into the 
hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, ftill tinged with the blood of the 
“ father and huftalid, which he flied, to the fliamc indeed of thofe 
“ who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but to the lhamc llkewifc 
“ of the commander of the Englifli army, who ought not to have fuf- 
“ fered I'uch a barbarity to have been committed in his camp.” — 
“ Being himfelf confined by the cartel in the declaration which he 
“ is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lally confents that the mem- 
“ hers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprelcntations, 
“ on what may more immediately concern their particular interefts, 
“ and thofe of the colony.^* 

Father Lavaur and the other deputies prefented another incmb- 
rkil, drawn up by the governor and the council of Ponditluiry, 
containing the following requlfitions. “ That no hurt flinuld La 
done to the inhabitants; their houfes be preferved, their efFefls 
“ and mercantile goods kft to their own difpofal : that all ulio 
“ chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to be con- 
“ fidered as Britifh fubjeds, and enjoy their former pofieflions and 
** advantages. In their favour the Roman Catholic religion was 
“ to be maintained ; the chutrhes, the houfes of the ecclefiafiics, 
“ and the religious orders, whether within or without the city, to be 
“ preferved witli every thing belonging to them; the miflioiianes free 
“ to go and come, and receive nirder the Engliflr flag the fame pro- 
“ tcdion as they had under the French.” “ No buildings or edifices, 
and no .part of the fintifications, wtic to be dcmnlilhcd, until the 
“ decifion of the rcfpetlive fovereigns.” — “ 'Flie records in tlic 
“ regifter-office, on which the fortunes of indlxidualb depend, were 
“ to remain under the caie of the prefent dcpofitarles, and be knt 
“ to France, at thtii difcutlon.” — “ Not only the ^habitants who 
“ were French, but of wliatlbcver other nation tflabiilhed at Pon> 

“ dicherry, for their commerce, were to participate of thefe con- 

“ ditions.” “ The Cicoles of Bourbon and Mauritius, of wbom 

** the number, including five officers, are 41, having leived only as 
“ volunteers, fliall haic liberty to letuin home by the fiift oppoi- 
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“ tunity.” — “ Safeguards were to be furniflied to prevent diforders.** 
“ And all thefe conditions were to be executed with good faith.” 

Colonel Coote gave an anfwer in writing to Mr. Lally’s memorial, 
fignifying, that “ the particulars of the capture of Chandernagore 
“ were before his Britannic Majcfty, which precluded him from 
entering into any difeuffion on this fubjeft, neither could he admit 
“ that it had any relation to the furrendcr of Pondicherry.” That 
“ the dlfpute which had arlfcn concerning the cartel remained as yet 
“ undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the 
“ troops in Pondicherry fhould be deemed prlfoners on the terms 
“ of that cartel ; but tliat they muft furrender prlfoners of war, to 
“ be treated at his dlfcretion, which fhould not be deficient in hu- 
“ manity.” “ Tliat the gates of the town and citadel fhould be 
taken pofTeflion of by the Englifh troops at the hours propofed by 
“ Mr. Lally.” “ That the mother and lifters of Rajahfaheb fhould 
“ be efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for 
their fafety, and that they fhould not on any account be delivered 
“ Into the hands of the Nabob Mahomedally.” To the other de- 
puties Colonel Coote only faid, that their propofitions were anfwered 
in his anfwer to Mr. Lally ; they returned into the town at mid- 
night. 

The next morning, it was the i6th of January, the grenadiers 
of Coote’s regiment marched fiom the camp, and took pofteflion 
of the Villenore gate. Colonel Coote dined with Mr. Lally; who, 
apprehenfive of tumult or difbrders, confented that the ^citadel fhould 
be delivered up in the evening, that tlv foldiers might be put under 
confinement before night. Accordingly more troops marched in from 
the camp ; and in tlie afternoon the garrifon drew up under arms on 
the parade before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them 
Colonel Coote then reviewed the line, which, exclufive of commif- 
foiled officers, invalids, and otliers who had hid themfelves, amount- 
ed to I loo, all wearing the face of famine, fatigue, or difeafe. The 
grenadiers of Lorrain and Lally, once the ableft bodied men in the 
army, appeared the moft impaired, having conftantly put themfelves 
forward to every fervice ; and it was recolleded, that from their firft 
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landing, throughout all the fervices of the field, and all the diftrefles 
of the blockade, not a man of them had ever deferted to the Englilh 
army. The viftor foldier gave his figh (which none but banditti 
could refufe) to this folemn contemplation of. the fate of war, which 
might have hcen his own. The French troops,, after they were 
reviewed, marched into the citadel, where they depofited their arms 
in heaps, and were then conduced to their prifbns. 

The next morning the Engllfh flag was hoifted in the town, and 
its difplay was received by the falute of a thoufand pieces of cannon, 
from every gun of every fhip in the road, in all the Englifli ports and 
batteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de-i 
fences of Pondicherry. 

The furrender was inevitable, for at the fcanty rate of the 
wretched provifions, to which the garrifbn had for Ibme time 
been reduced, there did not remain fuflicient to fupply them two 
days more. Neverthelefs the detertation againrt Mr. Lally, if 
portible, increafed, as the foie author of the calamity, and, no longer 
reftrained by his authority, broke out in the mort vindiftlve expref- 
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the furrender was 
appointed for his departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this 
day a troop of officers, moftly of the French company’s battalion, 
w'ent up the rteps of the government houfe, towirds his apart- 
ments, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom they in- 
fulted ; and were difperfcd by the guard, which came up on the 
quarrel. This troop then aflembled and waited below at tlie gate of 
the citadel until one o’clock. Mr. Lally did not move until the dole 
of the day ; his efcort was 1 5 Englifli hurtars, and four troopers of 
his own guard ; he came out in his palankin, and at the gate were 
gathered a hundred perfons, mortly officers, ivith them the coun- 
fellors Moracin and Courtin. As foon as Mr. Lally appeared, a hue 
was fet up by the whole aflembly, hifles, pointing, threats, and 
eve* V abulive name ; but the efcort prevented violence. Mr. Dubois^ 
the '.lug’s commiflarj', who was to proceed with Mr. Lally, came 
out of the fort an hour after, but on foot ; the fame aflemWy had 
continued on the parade, and Ihow-ered the fame abufos. Dubois 
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rtopt, and faid he would anfvver any one. One Defer ftept out, th^ 
drew, and the fecoud pafs laid Dubois dead, who was 60 years of 
age, (hort-fightetl, and always w'orc Ipciflacles. No one would aflift 
his fervants to remove and biny the corpfe ; and his death, vio- 
lent and iniquitous as it was, was treated as a meritorous a£t : his 
papers were immediately taken padOTeffion of by the regifter. It was 
known, that he had, ever fince his arrival at Pondicherry, compofed 
protefts on the part of the King againft all the diforders and irregu- 
lai ities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments of 
tlie government, and the colleftion was very voluminous ; but none 
of las papers have ever appeared. 

The total number of the European military taken in the town, 
including fervices attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inhabi- 
tants were 38 1 ; the artillery fit for fer\ncc were 500 pieces of can- 
non, and 1 00 mortars andhowits. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and military ftores, were in equal abundance. 

On the 4th day after the furrender, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co- 
lonel Coote, that Pondicherry fliould be delivered over to the Pre- 
fidency of Madrafs, as having become the property of the Englilh Eaft 
India Company. A council of wrar, compoled of the two admiials 
and four poft-captsuns of the fquadron, Colonel Coote and three 
Majors of the king’s troops, aflembled, to deliberate on this de- 
mand ; and required the authority on which it was made. Mr. Pigot 
infifted on theJeing’s patent, dated the 14th of January 1758, which 
regulates the Company’s (hare and title to captures. The council 
of war deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenfion. Mr. Pigot, 
as the Ihorteft way, declared, that if Pondicherry were not delivered* 
the Prefidency of Madrafs would not furnilh money either for the 
fubfiftence of the King’s troops, or the French prifoners. This cou- 
clufion barred all farther argument, for neither the Admiral, nor 
the commander of the King’s troops, were authorized to draw 
bills on the government in England for fuch a contingency. The 
council of war, therefore, fubmitted to the requifition, but protefled 
againft the infult it conveyed againft the King’s prerogative, and 
^declared the Prefidency refponfible for the confequcnces. 


During 
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During this difcuflion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies 
of Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to inveft 
the forts of Gingee ; and a convoy of military ftores were fent from 
the camp to Major Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar. 

The Nabob requeued and expefted that the army, after the necef- 
fary repofe, would accompany him againft fuch chiefs and feudatories-, 
whom he wilhed or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con- 
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of 
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the 
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Poly gars to 
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepolkm to the fouth, were 
fufpefted of hidden treafures ; ftill more the greater and lefler Mora- 
vars ; and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarcely con- 
fidered the Nabob as his fuperior. 

But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard ; their treafury 
and credit was exhaufted in the redudion of Pondicherry ; the care 
of 2500 French prifoncis required ftrong guards and no little ex- 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could 
tend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the 
acqulfition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1 7 59, 
which had induced the ncccfllty of other important attentions in that 
part of the continent ; and they were at this time earneftly requeft- 
ing the return of all the troops they had fent to Coromandel. The 
faftory at Tcllichery likcvvife advifed, that they intended to ftop the 
troops which were juft arrived and expedled in the (hips from Eng- 
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
attack the French fettlement at Mahe, in which forvice they requefted 
what afliftance could be fpared from Coromandel. It was ftill un- 
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the Englifti 
fquadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret fervice 
from England, in which Madrafs was to affift. Thefe views and 
confidcrations appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor- 
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which fwelled 

the 
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the nimd of the Nabob, whofe joy ftf the recltjftion of PondicWry, 
altliouj^h the adenat ’ifrhich bad forged all the anxieties of his lifq, 
'^v3s immediately iidbittered by this interruption to the future con- 
quers he bad ib near at heart : and, unwilling to continue in the 
trainatic without the entire predominance of his authority, he retired 
as it weie in ddguft with vidoiy to Tritchinopoly, wheie he arrived 
on tlic I cth of Febniaty. 

Ko ’1 liundrcd of the Fiench prifoners were fent to Madrafs, and 
the ilij^hlandcrs, fix companies, with Ibme artillery-men, and four 
V D’l i^anifs of Sepoys, marched thither to reintbree the garrifbn ; aoo 
u^' le lent to Tiitchmopoly under the efcort of loo Euiopeajis, and 
lo'u? S?povs. The reft of the prifoners remained in the dungeons 
of Pondiclurry, until they could be otherwife difpofed of ; and 300 
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and 50 artillery-men, 
u iili the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys, 
•were appointed to garrifon the town. The troops from Bombay, 
being 120 of the king’s artillery, and 190 common infantiy, belong- 
ing to that prefidency, embarked in two fhips to return thither ; the 
marines were reftored to the fquadron ; the left of the army went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore. 

The court of France had inftrufted Mu Lally to deftroy the ma- 
litimc pofleflions of the EngUfh nation in India, which might fall 
to their arms. Thefe Inftrudions had been intercepted ; and, in con- 
fequence of them, the court of Direffors of the J^glifh Eaft-India 
Company had ordered their Prefideucies to retaliate the fame 
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in their power. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Pigot, with the approbation of the council of Madrafs, 
refblved to demohfti the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as Mu 
Stevens fignified his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, in 
order to refit his fquadron, the demolition was commenced without 
delay, left a French armament ihould arrive during their abfence, 
and recover the town, whilft the fortifications remained in a condition 
to afford any advantage in maintaining it. 

Mr. Stevens failed on the 23d of February, with all the fbips, eleven 
of the line, and two frigates. They took away 400 of the prifoners 
I in 
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in Pondicherjy, all of the regiinents iof Lorrain and Lally^ to be 1761. 

confined at Bpmbay, or ibiit to Ennjpe as jopportunities fliould — ' 
offer. As Mr. Stevens intended to aid,' if , jfiecelfery, in the attack 
of Mahe, the Prefidency fent 50 of tie company's artillery, and 
three of their engineers in the {quadron. 

Mahe is fituated four miles to the fouth of 'Telliclierry. The fort 
and town ftand not far from the beach of the fea, along the fouth 
fide of a river, which admits fmall veflys. Several hills rife near 
the town, ^nd on the two nearefi on the fame fide of the river are 
built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hilb 
on the other fide. The fottlement prefides over all belonging to the 
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting their fiidlory 
at Surat. Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of TellU 
cherry, and a fadory houfe at Calicut. ^ 

The five fiiips from England had landed the troops at Tellicheriy 
by the 5 th of January ; but from the length of the paflage to and 
fro, the permiflion from Bombay to attack Mah6 did not arrive 
before the banning ofTebruary ; and with it the prefidency fent 
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to aflift ; as none of the Ihips 
had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor 
of Mahe, time to make treaties for afliftance with fevcral of the neigh- 
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fetticment had long 
been in commerce ; and they promifed and fworc to aflift cfficacioufly, 
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu- 
ropean military, on whom the ftrefs of the defence was to reft, did 
not exceed ijoo, and even they, from the general neceflity of tlie 
French company’s .affairs, had not received their pay for fevcral 
months, and rhiffed no opportunity of defcrting. The black troops 
belonging to the company, were a thoufond. 

The troops at Tellichcrry marched out and encamped on the 8th 
of February on the limits of Mah6. Their numbers, for thegarrifim 
took the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives; they 
were commanded by major HedorMunrO, who determined to dire^ 
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide of the 
river. 
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1761. All the folicitations of Mr. Louct were of no avail, when his allies 
Englifli troops taking the field, and were apprized of their 
numbers ; they did not fend a man ; and before day-break the next 
morning, he dilpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli- 
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on which Major Munro was 
ordered not to commence hoftilitics. Agents fent to explain doubts 
and objccSlions, continued going to and fro until the morning of 
the I jth, wlicn the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that 
all the European military fhould be tranfported at the cxpence 
of the Englifli, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe, 
and when landed there, to be free. The efFeds, artillery, and 
military ftores, belonging to the Frenth company, were to be 
furicinlercd, but the ededs and pofleflions of individuals were to be 
prefeivcdto tliem entire, without molcftation in the ufc. I'be free 
exercife of the Roman religion was to be pcimittcd as before the 
furrendftr; the pi lefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the 
churches or lehgious edifices impaired. The forts to the north- 
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the lame conditions as 
Mahe, and the fadory at Calicut was to continue unmolcftcd under 
the ulual neutrality of that town : ample honouis of war were al- 
lowed to the garrilbn. Five hundred men under the command of 
Major Peers marched into Mahe at noon ; and foon after, the gariifon 
were efcorted with their honours to Tellicherry. A detachment was 
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the 
forts to the northward, which it was fufpedled might difpute the 
terms of capitulation provided for them. I'hc news of the lurrender 
of Mahe ariivedat Madraft on the 3d of March. 

Captain Stephen Smith, as loon as encamped before Gingee, 
fummoned Maegregor, the commanding officer, who anfwcred, that 
if he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not 
be reduced in three years. The tioops encamped to the call: op- 
pofite to the outward pettah on the plain, which, although it 
it had a mud w’all, was of much lefs defence than the inward town, 
which ftands on higher ground, ne.irly in the center of the triangu- 
lar valky, extending between the three mountains. The valley 

is 
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is enclofed on the three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of ftone, 
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the 
rocks render it unneceflary; but the wall continues up the moun- 
tains, and furrounds the three forts, connecting them with each other. 
Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run 
double round the two forts to the eaft ; and the great mountain to 
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one 
below another towards the town in the valley, but of difterent (paces 
and elevations ; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft 
part of the third enclofure above the valley ; this far overtops all the 
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although fmall, is a con- 
tinual fpring of water. The extent of wall in all the fortifications 
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 
only 150 Europeans, topafles, or cofFrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called collcrics. But 
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that 
the town below would not he attempted, hecaufe, if taken, the ti oops 
which Aycre to niaiataiii it, would be continually fubjeCl to the fiic 
of the defences above. 

I'he wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards fmm 
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englifli mountain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle pafleth along the fide of a 
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they 
called the royal battery; under which 011 the right towaids the 
mountain of St. George ftood a gateway oppofite to the outward 
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun- 
tain to the rocks of the b.«tery. 

Obferv.ition and defeiteis (of whom fevcial came everyday) ap- 
prized Captain Smirli oftheftateof the gar iiloa and defences, and 
that the ganifon remained in perfect ft cm itv as well in the town 
below, as in the forts above. On the night bctw'ecn the ad 
and third of February, he marched from his camp w'ith 600 Sepoys, 
in two divifions, of which the forcnioft, 200, caiiitd a futricienr 
number of (cahng ladders, and the othcis were to Uippoit when crdlcd 
lor. They left the north w all of the pettah on the left, but pafled 
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1761. through the intervals of fome houfes, which adjoined to it and brought 
February! them oppofite to the middle of that part of the wall of the valley 
which extends between the royal battery and the Englifli mountain. 
They crofled the ditch, placed their ladders, and got over the wall un- 
challenged : the objeft was now to get pofleffion of the gate on the 
other fide of the royal battery ; but the rocks on which it ftood ex- 
tended backwards to the firft houfes of the town, and it was necef- 
lary to go through the firft ftreet leading acrofs, in order to pafs be- 
yond the rear of the locks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 
down to the gateway : they proceeded even quite through the ftreet 
unperceived ; but, as they were coming down the avenue, were chal- 
lenged and difcovered by the guard of the gateway, who fired; 
which alarmed the other ftations in the town, but with fb much 
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened 
to the gateway, from which he difperfed the guard at the pufh of 
bayonet, and opening the gate let In the other divifion of 400 Sepoys, 
who* were halting not far off in the neareft ftielter, and with them 
took pofleffion of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn- 
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of 
the town, who retired before ; fome to St. George’s, others to 
the Englifli mountain, but moft of them into the enclofure next 
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing 
from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards 
which were advanced and ftationed in the houfes of the town ; 
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever 
they faw or fufpe(fted any of the Englifli troops ; but with little effeft. 
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, who had retired to the fecond 
enclofure, left it, and retreated to the higher defences of the great 
mountain. 

On intelligence of this fuccefs 1000 more Sepoys were fent to 
Smith, who as the town was veiy unhealthy, continued more than 
one half of his force in the encampment on the plain. The defertion 
continued, and amongft them came a very experienced Jemautdar 
of the Sepoys, who profered to lead a party by a path he knew to 
furprize the forts on St. George’s mountain : he was trufted, and 
4 the 
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the next night 200 Sepoys marched under his guidance. We 
are not apprized of their track, but fuppofe they proceeded from the 
camp and went up on theoutfide of the mountain to the fouth, to the 
enclofure of the outward ropk which is 80 feet higher than thofe be- 
neath. They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they 
were difcoveredy and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guaid 
efcaped to the enclofures below ; where all continued very alert until 
day-light, when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded 
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any 
time in his power, by fending more men up to tlic rock above them, 
refufed to accept the furrender, excepting at diferetion ; to which 
they conlented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A large ftock of provifions was found 
in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe 
in the two others were equally as well provided ; and no enquiry gave 
hopes that either of thefe fortreffes could be taken by furpnze, and 
ftill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to try if time might 
produce the fuccel's which w’as not to be cxpeflcd either fiom force 
or fortune. 

The fameday that the mountain of St. George furrendcred to captain 
Smith, the important fortrefs of Thiagar capitulated to Majoi Prefton, 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above 
40 Europeans had deferred to him from the rock, 20 had been 
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hofpital, and 114 rank and 
file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, fo that the 
whole number of Europeans which had been fhut up were upwards of 
200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 CofFrees ; they had provifions for 
two months longer ; and the water, .which gave the principal value to 
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quality. 
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only ftipulated that the gar- 
rifbn fhould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon- 
dicherry ; according to which the officers were to be fent to Europe 
upon parole, not to ferve again during the piefent war, and tire 
Europeans of rank and file were to be tieated at diferetion ; and they 
were fent to be confined with thofe already in the prifons of 

Tritchi- 
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Trkcliinopoly ; but the Sepoys and CofFrees being excellent were 
t.iUcn into the Company’s fervice. 

In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry was profe- 
cuting the reduction of the dependencies of Mahe. The firfl: is 
I ailed Fort Delhi, lituated on the ftrand of a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the 
north of Tcllicherry ; four miles further on is the mouth of the 
river of Nchferum, which, defetnding from the mountains to the eaft, 
turiif. fliort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach 
of t!ic fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder ; a mile and a 
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
{lands Ramatilly, which is a fmall fort ; on tlie fame lide, five 
miles beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which {lands {Irong on 
a rocky eminence: feven miles {anther, on the n. {Itlc of the 
mouth of another river, is the fort of Neltfeium, which is much 
larger ; and fix miles up this river, to tlie call, and on its left fhore, 
{lands the {ifth fort, which is fmall, and tailed Veramaly. Foit 
Dclln, Nchferum and Ramatilly were garriloned by French troops, 
but the government of .Mahe had delivered up the other two in 
pledge for d(.bt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined 
not to part with them until compenfatedj and as they equally 
cominandul the rivers, which weie the channels of tiafBek, the other 
three would he of no fervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi 
and Ram.itllly furrciidered on the firft fiimmons, but at Mattalavy 
were afl.unblcd a large body of Nalres, whofe bravery is always def- 
perate. The two (hips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back 
the Bombay trooj>s, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma- 
labar, and had pafled beyond the river of Nchferum; and Major Mon- 
ro, finding more rcliftance than he cxpedlctd in hit, expedition, fent 
alter them for artillery-mcn and c.innon, wlin^h came, and two 
battcnc-. w’ere ercdled againll Mattalavy : but the fctilemcnt of 
Telhcherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two 
chiefs who were in poflefiioii of Matalavy and Veramally, who 
confi-uted to furrendcr them on conditum of receiving an annual 
fine, wdiich for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As foon as thefe 
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forts were delivered, the French garrifoti at Nellferum, wjiich did not 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted w^ithout refiftance. 

On the 5th of April, Captain Stephen Jfmith received a propofal 
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the’great mountain of 
Gingee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the 
honours of war, the rank and file to be lent to Europe by the firft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per- 
mitted to retire, with their arms, baggage and efflfls, to any of the 
neutral fettlements on the coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac- 
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Engliffi company, who 
werehkewifeto defray their paflagc to Europe. Three hundred of the 
Engliffi Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of 
St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always . 
been deemed the moft unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomucli that the 
French, who never until lately kept more than too Europeans here,, 
had loft 1 200 in the ten years during which it had been In their pof- 
feffion. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms 
and in the afternoon the garrifons maiclied out of the two mountains. 
They were 12, officers, and too rank and file, Euiopeans, coltrees, 
and topafles, and 40 lafears for the artillery’, which were 30 pieces 
of cannon and fomc mortars. A paflport and fafeguard was allowed 
to a moor of diftindlion, who had long refided in the gicat mountain. 

This day terminated the long contefted hoftllities between the two. 
rival European powers in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign 
of the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in 
any part of India ; for tlic tioops which had gone away to Myfore, 
were hereafter to be regarded as a band of military adventurers lock- 
ing fortune and fubliftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle agent 
or reprefen tative, and their factories at Suiat and* Calicut were mccr 
trading houfes on fufteiancc. Thus after a wai of 15 years, which 
commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais pgfinft Madials 
in 1746, and had continued from that time with fcaicely the in- 
termiffion of one year, was ictaliatedthe fame mealiire of extirpation, 
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French 
councils againft the Englifli commerce and power : for fuch, as is 
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avowed in fhe French memoirs on the events we have related, was 
the objedl of Delabourdonnais’ expedition, of the whole government 
and ambition of Dupleix, *and of the great armament of naval and 
land forces, which accompanied Mr. Lally to India, who conftantly 
declared, that he had but one point, which was, not to leave an 
Engliftiman in the peninfula. To retard as much as pofliblc the 
facility of their re-eftablilhment in Coromandel, if reftorations fliould 
lie made at the conclufion of a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre- 
fen ration before the council of Madrafs, which determined them to 
dcllroy all the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon- 
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed : 
and in a few months more, not a roof was left ftanding in this once 
fair andflourilhing city. 

For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in 
every other part of the world ; they had loft theirfettlements on the coaft 
of Africa, half their weft India iflands, the whole region of Canada; 
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were ftruggling 
under defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited 
the public indignation more than any of the former difafters, which 
was fo far from producingany reconciliation amongftthcamenable, that 
it only (haipened their vengeance againft each other. Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival, formally accufed Mr. De Leyrit, Mr. Bufly, Mr. Moracin and 
Courtin, of having wilfully confpired the ruin of the French aflairs 
from their averfion to himfelf, as appointed by the King to invefti- 
gate and correft the abufes of the government of Pondicherry. Of 
200 perfons who were either arrived or returning from hence, 
not more than 20 were in habits or conneflions with Mr. Lally ; all 
the others, revolted by the exceffes of his temper, or the feverity of 
his authority, bore him either fecret grudge, or avowed hatred ; 
all thefe became voluntary partisans with Mr. De Leyrit and the 
council, whofe refolutions were condudled at Paris, as they had 
been at Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their firft ftep in 
public was to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller-general, in 
exculpation of themfelvcs, and accufing Mr. Lally of mifeonduft 
under nine different heads, which, as they faid, proved more than 
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incapacity ; and In Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi- 
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Lally ; who 
Iqme n^onths after was confined in the Baflile. In June 1763, 
father Lavaur died ; this jefuit had compofed in India two me- 
moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama- 
tory Impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally’s conduA. Argu- 
ments taken , from this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro- 
pagate the public antipathy, hut it had never been authentically 
publifhed. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken pofleffion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
had petitioned the government for a fmall penfion of fubfifteuce ; 
and it was difcovercd that he died poffefled of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. This hypocrify, with 
the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the weftcrn miflions, con- 
duced not a little to the expulfion of the order ; but full attention 
was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the 
attorney general Infeited the charge of high treafon, which deprived 
Mr. Lally of the affiftancc of counfel. After he had been con- 
fined 1 8 months, the deponents in the procefs w^ere brought 
bef<#b hitn, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re- 
corder. The number of fa£ls depofed againft him amounted to one 
hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreflion during 
the courle of his government and ill fuccefs was admitted. The 
number of witneffes niuft likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally 
oppofed ftrong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four of them. 
The recorder was the fame, who had given the mofi finguinary 
judgment ever pronounced in France againfi: a young man of family ; 
and Mr. Lally, with his ufual indiferetion and intemperance, aggra- 
vated the feverity of his chai after, by treating him with haugh- 
tinefs and contempt during the ffifeharge of his office. Eighteen 
months pafled in the confrontation and interrogatoi ies, when the 
final decifion was to be made by the whole parliament of Paris, 
which is compofed of 1 2 o members. It muft be left to conjefture, 
how many of them went regularly througli the immenfe volume 
VoL. II. 5 B of' 
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i)f ji-corcij fronirwhich they were to form their judgement, and how 
ilw pcifcveiod in comparing and combining this multitudfe of de- 
Iiolitions with one another, in a fubje( 9 : fo new to them, whether 
as military operations by land and fea, or as tranfaiftions in a fttange 
land, of which they were now to learn the cuftoms, manners, cli- 
mate, and geography. Neverthelefs with due attention, much of 
this knowledge, and of the caufe itfelf, might be acquired from the 
ntcmous publilhed not long before the decifion, by Mr. D*Ach6, 
Soupires, Bufly, and of Mr. Deleyjit, who was dead, but pub- 
hflied by his heirs, with feveral others of leffer note and importance ; 
and from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Lally, written 
by himfelf, with the fame uuconquered Ipirit of invedlive againft' 
his enemies, as had brought on him the combination of accu- 
fations, on which the jurifprudence of his country was now to* 
pronounce. But none of thefe publications alledged, nor did any 
evidence aflert any fad, to warrant the fentence of his^ judges,, 
who muft therefore have been led by the report of the recorder' 
to condemn him to be beheaded, as duly attainted and con- 
vided of having betrayed the interefts of the King, the ftate, and 
the £aA India company ; of abufe of authority, vexations, and ex- 
adions, upon the fubjeds of the King, and Grangers relident in Pon- 
dicherry. Before the fentence was made known, he had been divefted' 
in the prefence of the court of his military orders, and declared de- 
graded of his military rank, in conl^uence of which he was removed ' 
from the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common 
prifon of criminals. Here in the morning of the pth of May, 1766, 
his fentence was read to him ; he threw up his hands to heaven, and 
exclaimed. Is this the reward of 45 years fervice ! and fnatching a pair 
of compaifes, which lay with maps on his table, druck it to his 
breaft, but it did not pierce to his heart; , he then gave loofe to every 
execration againfl his judges and accufers. His Icaflbld was pre- 
pared, and his execution appointed for the fame afternoon : to pre- 
vent him from fpeaking to the fpe€fcators, a large gag was put into 
his mouth before he was taken out of prifon, when he was carried 
in a common cart, and beheaded on the Greve. He perifhed in the 
d5th year of his age. 
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If abafe of aothority, vexationa, and cxafliclfts, arc not capital 
in l 5 ie jurilprtfdence of France, they onght not to have been in- 
ferted, as efficacious, in the fcntonce of death. The betraying of 
interefts retired that the intention of ruinhifg them iflaould 
proved by inconttiftable la^ls; but Mr. Lail^ nekher gave in- 
telligence to the EJnglifli, of which they could take advantage, 
nor led of commanded his troops to fervices of deftrufiion 
without the probability of advantage from their efforts, nor re- 
ceived bribes to influence the general plan of his conduft. The 
invediive of his declaration to Colonel Coote^ when offering to 
furrender, (hews how little favour he expefted from the Engiilh 
government i and he had perfoiially oflended Mr. Pigot in his cor- 
refpondence. Nevertheless, the imputatiem of having fold Pondi- 
cherry, opened the cry againff him in France. Mr. D’Eftaign and 
Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of his 
judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloquence, and 
Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnefs of his underftanding, 
declared their convidion of his innocence ; another of his judges ac- 
knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular fa^, but 
<m the whole together. Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the 
caufe, has not (crupled to call his death a murder committed with 
the fword of jullice. 

Mr. Lally eonffantly claimed the right of having his military 
conduA tried by a board of general officers. They would have feen 
his errors with difcemment, and weighed them with impartiality. 
That the recaHl of Mr. Bufly from Salabadjing, and the fubflituting 
the infufficient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma- 
fulipatam and the northern provinces. That the fiege of Madia fs 
was wrong in the intention, and equally defedlive in the execution ; 
but that Mr. Lally expeded no abler rcflfrance here than he had 
met at Fort St. David. That the feparation of the army, by the large 
detachment fent to Seringham, which enabled the Englilh to ex- 
tend their barrier to the fouth of the Paliar by the acquifition of 
Vandivalh and Carangoly, was contrary to the found principles of 
war ; but that the motive was, the hope of relieving the want of 
5 B 2 money, 
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money, and the diftrefs for provifions. That -^he attempt to retake 
Vandivafli, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceffity of receiving battle, 
which as the Englilh were feeking, he ought to have avoided; 
but that he had reafoii to expe<a greater induftry and fpirit in the 
artillery, officers, and engineers, who might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might have 
' been better flored, or whether the provifions collected were injudi- 
cloufly dlfpofed of, would, after all witnefles, have remained a decifion 
of doubt. 

The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in November 1759, 
with his immediate aftivity in the redudtion of Vandivafli and Caran- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality ; which juftified him in 
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivafli, although he fought 
it with the inexplicit difappiobation of the prefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitions had lecured refources againft milchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to the re- 
du<ftion of Pondicherry : but inftantly after, all were impreffed with 
the iirmefl: perfuafion of this termination of the war. This fortu- 
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfcls. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can favc Pondicherry, except- 
ing the arrival of their fquadron in force fufficieut to cope with the 
Englifli ; or the lucky introduftion of troops and money by divi- 
fions of their fliips, if the whole do not venture : whatfbever is 
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover, 
Ihould the enemy be reinforced ; and if they are not, will be fo mueh 
accompliflied towards the ultimate obje< 5 f. The enterprising fa- 
gacity of Colonel Coote Ic^ no time in dilcovering and taking every 
advantage. The prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field ; the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
by their aftivity ; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance ; 
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by conftantly 
expofing his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf- 
tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans were preferved. 
By this oeconomy, and the reinforcements from England and Bombay, 
it the armament fo much announced had arrived, and landed a 
4 greater 
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the 
Englilh on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a 
condition to have given them battle, if they had chofen it, under 
their very walls. 

Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his regi- 
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs of 
Bengal. 
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VigR. Line. 

3 3 far Sagor, read Sagore. 

7 29 deh one m in Mahommedan. 

8 la /«rEmperar, Emperor. 

*5 a6 before eovernfticnt, injert the. 

37 l6 fer Bebar, readEmx, 

57 1 8 /ereven, rWever. 

59 1 after mote put a comma. 

98 39 iele ant of the ati. 

lOi ult far Decan, read Duan. 

107 24 befart happened, infert had. 

. . far hapened, read happened. 

14.3 4 befart mounted, infert^exe. 

151 9 /arLattee, r/ddLatty. 

106 o befart hit, infert by. 

*190 37 far Bahar, read Bhar.- 

aia 14 Mahomet, Mahomed. 
ai8 33 far fadoty, rtadfidotj, 

^23 1 12 far tiXf read ten. 

♦345 31 yirTimary, read Timcry, 

•348 4 /erweftern, rtadea&exn. 

— II /treaftward, rrad weftward. 

*349 13 far N. w. read N. 

*2 c 6 m before brambles, inf tad ^thkk, read fitong. 
384 3 far Behar, read Bahar. 

26 idem. idem. 

— 31 after Nabob infert a comma. 

313 26 dele the, the ward in the line, 

315 31 /dr Mattaver, rredMatlavar. 

316 2 idem. idem. 

29 after came, infert a comma. 

32a 13 after enemy fox \ put ; 

* 33 ^ 17 far all at equal diftance, read as the line admitted. 

337 2 for Arcelorc, read Anelore. 

*352 a6 far proceed read return. 
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Thofe marked with an afterifk, are errors or ovet^^hts of the Author. 
SECTION THE S B Q QN D. 

Pag(*. Line. 

•3^7 3 Rangarow, rtad Kiftnarow. 

^369 z for Chinglapet, rtad that place. 

4CX> 18 dele of thofe. 

4,401 19 for Suljptc. read Sidapet, and put after it ; 

^409 6 fer right, rtad left, 

*424 13 ysr Gopaulharry, rW Gopaulrow; he went by heth names 

• — 14 idem. idem. 

~ 12 /«r Tnvalore, rra</ Tripaflbre. 

430 28 dele comma after feeing. 

^436 21 yar pallifado, r«ai/ patlifade. 

437 * 8 for Achempettah, read Aimapettah. 

468 25 dele the comma after Tinivelly. 

469 30 dele the comma after diftnfts. 

475 *9 y«r diftance dcfiftance. 

494 3 dele the comma after Paliar. 

~ 8 fer with, read Without. 

*498 4 /sr Tri Permadore, reaifStree PermadorC} 

502 10 /er Abdulwahad, rein/ Abdulvrahab. 

•51a a8 for read ^9. 

527 8 bfere which, tnfert on. 

*54® 3 fi*" right. 

*562 4 for eaftern, read weftern. 

564 29 before recovered, enfert who. 

587 3 <^er fide, put a comma. 

593 7 ft*' ramparts, read ramps. 

•601 a I yir left, read pofted. 

6og 9 fer requfting, read requefting. 

621 21 fer lam, read laid. 

626 5 /er Villaperam, reed Villaparura. 

634 28 after ifiand, injltad ef , put ; 

641 ult. fer arival, read arrival. 

645 penult . fer Ouglaree, read Oulgarry. 

•*66© 6 for 1400, read ijOo. 

*662 24 for error, rtad miftdke. 

674 4 aftfr of, infert the. * 

x8 eaft, r/ed north. 

*682 2 attack, rraddmfion. 

691 18 14th rend 4tb. 
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